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ROYAL AND RENOWMED 


MatLesTize of the High-borne Princefle 


AnnaofDenmak ke,by the Grace 
of God Qu EENE of England; Scotland, 
France,and Freland, &c. 


Imperial and Incomparable <M ajefiic, 


= Eeing with mejall ofme isin your 
Ny Royall poffefsion, and whatfoe- 
Dix wverpeecesiof mine have hereto- 
} fore, under other Starres pafled 
the publike view; come now of 
right to bender the predomi- 
nation of a Power,thatboth con- 
tain’s all their perfections, and:hath influences of a 
more fublime nature,! could not but.alfo take in this 

art (wherof time had worn-outthe edition) which 
the world hath long fince had of mine, and lay it at 
your Sacred feet, asa memoriall of my devoted du- 
ty; and to fhew that where lam, I muft be alll am, 
and cannot ftand difperfed in my obfervance, being 
wholly (and therein happy) 


Your facred MAtust ius moft 


humble and loyall fervant, 


A 2 lounw Front o 


AL GVSTA 
MAESTA DI ANNA, 


Seren™ Reqtna d Inghilterra, 
di Scotia, di Francia, & d’ 
Irlanda, &c. 


sane He ft puo dir div 0 1,fommaR ez Gin A, 
Sap «Che non fia detto delle piu lodate 
Di Magnanimita,Virin,Beleate, 
Incomparabile, Sopra-divina ¢ 
Anzi,che file canto fi raffina, 
Che non fia vinto dalla ~M aeflate, 
DT Altexxa,la ( biarex xa, la Bontate, 
eAlla qual ognt cuor di-cuor s inchina & 
La qual di tutes bonori'l pecchio moftra, 
La qual:il pregio Soura tutte tiene . 
Anwa,la nellodella Gioia noftra: 
La nofira ficurta,la noftra [pene , 
IEN DALL ECCELSO LA GRANDEZ« 
ZA woftra ; 
Dalla cranvezza voftra | nofiro bene. 
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TO THE E READER. 


CREB Nae S. Nough, if nor too much, hath bee, faid of this 
>) Tra Makion: Ifthe faults found even by my felfe 


1S) inthe firlkimpreflion, be now by the Printer cor- 
&§ rected, as he was*directed, the worke is much 


amended:If nor, know'that through mine atten- 
x) danceonler Majefty, I couldioriatend ic; and 
blartie not Neptune tor thy fecond fhipwracke. Let Die lude 

Nith this worthy mas daughter of alliance : Que t’en femble done 


leEfeur ? 


Still refolute LOH N FLORIO: 


van Se 


To my oe brother and friend M. Louw F iorto, 


one of the Gentlemen of ber <M ajefties moft 
Royall Privie Chamber. 


Odk s WW bi alan hip hgmors bred vith eafe.; 
finffe the world, as it becomes oppreft 
y. p Sieh taking more thanit can well digeft ; 
And now areturnd.to be a great difeafe. 
For by this overchar ging we confound 
The appetite of skill they had before: 
There be'ng no end of words, nor any bound 
Set to conceit the Ocean without {hore. 
4s if man laboured with himfelfe tobe 
As infinitein Writing as intents ; 
And draw his manifold uncertaintie 
Inany Shape that pafsion veprefents : 
Thatth efe innumerableima 
And figur es of opinion and diftowiye 
Draw'n out in leaves; may be the witntffes 
Of our defeéts much rather shanour force. 
And this proud frame of our prefumption. 
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This Babel ofour skill,this Towre of wit, 
Seemes only checkt with theconfufion 
* Of our miftakings that diffolvethit. 
And well may make us of gur knowledge doubt, 
4 Seeing what uncertainties wee build upon, 
Tobe as weake within booke as without , 
Or els that eruth hath other {bapes than one. 
But yet although wee labour with this fore 
And with she preffe of writings feeme oppreft, 
And have too many bookes, yet want wee more, 
Feeling great dearth and fcarceneffe of the beft ; 
whichcaftinchoicer fhapes have beene produc A, 
To give the bef proportions to the minde 
Of our confufion,and bave introduc'd 
Thelikelieft images frailtie can finde, 
And wherein moft the skill-defiring foule’ 
| Takes her delight the beft of all delight, 
Ph. And where her motions eveneft come to rowle i 
About this doubtfull center of the right. 
which tedifcover this great Potentate, 
This Prince Montaigne (if be be not more ) 
Hath more adventur' d of bis owne oftate 
Thanever man did of himfelfe before : 
And hath made (uch bold fablies out upon 
Cuftome, the mightie tyrant of the earth, 
In whofe a of fubjeHion 
Wee all eeme bred-up, from our tender birth . 
As 1 admire bis powres and out of love, 
Hore at his gate doe fland, and glad 1 fland 
So neere to him whom 1 dos fo much love, 
T' applaud his happy fetlingin our land : 
And fafe tranfpaffage by his fiudious care 
Who both ef him and us doth merit much, 
Having as fumptuoufly as bess rare 
Plac’d himin the beft lodging of our {peech, 
And made him now as free,as if borne here, 
And as wellowrs as theirs,who may beproud 
That he tstheirs , though he be every where 
To have shefranchife of bis worth allow’ d. 
It being the proportion of abappy Pen, | 
Not tob'invaffal'dto one Monarchy, 
But dwell with all the better world of men 
- whofe tbirits all are of one communitie, 
: whom neither Ocean, Defarts ,Rockes nor Sands 
Cankeepe from th'intertraffique of the minde, | 
But that it vents ber treafure in all lands, 
And doch a moft fecwre commercement findes 
Wrap Excellencie up never fo much, ; 
In'Hieroyliphicques Ciphers ,Caraber$, 


And 


— 


And let her fheake never fo firange a fpeech, 
Her Genius yet findes apt difcipherers : 
And never was fhe borne to dye obfcure, 
But guided by the Starres of her owne grace, 
Makes her owne fortune,and is ever {ure 
In mans beft hold,to hold the prongeft place. 

And let the Critick fay the worft he can, 
He cannot fay but that Montaigne yet 
Yeelds moft rich peeces and extratts of mans 
Though in a troubled frame confus' dly fet. 
which yet h'ts bleAthat he hath ever feene, 
And therefore as a gueft in gratefulneffe, 
For the great yood the houfe yeelds him within 
Might {hare to tax th unapt convoyances. 
But this breath hurts not,for both worke and frame, 
whilft England Englifh fpeakes,is of that flore 
And that choice fluffe, as that without the fame 
The richeft librarie can be but poore, 
And they unbleft who letters doe profeffe 
And have him not : whofe owne fate beats theinmpant 
with more found blowes , than Alcibiades 
Didhis Pedante thar did Homer want. 


By Sam. Danias oneof the Gentlemen 
exttaordinarie of her Majefties moft 


royall privie Chamber. 


Concerning the honour of bookes, 


2G Ince Honour from the Honorer proceeds, 


How well doe they deferve that memorije 

And leave inbookes for all pofterities 

Fhe names of worthies,and their vertuous deed 
Whenall their gloric elfe,like water weeds 


Withest their element, ptefently dyes, 
Andal] their greatnefle quite forgotten yes: 
And when,and how they florifht noman heeds 
How poore remembrances, are ftatues, Toomes, 
And other monuments that men etet 

To Princes, which remaine in clofed roomes 
Where butafewbehold them ; in tefpeé 
Ofbookes, that to the univerfalleye 

Shew how they liv’d,the other where they lye. 
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Eader,loe here a well-meaning Bocke. Itdothatthe firt | 
entrance forewarne thee, that in contriving the fame, I 
\ have propofed vnto my felfe no other chan afamiliar and 
privateend : [have note! pec or confideration at all, i= 
therto thy fervice,or to my glory: my forces are not capas 
ble of any fuch defleigne. Ihave vowed thefame to thé 
particular commodity of my kinsfolks and friends: tothe 
end,that lofing me(which they are likely to doe ere long) 
they may therein find fomelineaments of my conditions and hamours, and 
by that meanes referve more whole, and more lively fofter the knowledge and 
acquaintancethey have had of me.Had my intention beene to foreftal and pur- 
chafethe worlds opinion ‘and favour, I would furely have adorned. my {élfé 
| morequaintly, or kept.a more grave and folemne march. I defire thereintobé 
/ delineated in mine owne genuine, fimple and ordinarie fafhion, without con- 
tention,art or ftudy ; foritas my felfe L pourtray.My imperfeGtions fhall theres 
in be read to thelife, and my naturall formedifcerned, fo farte-forth as publike 
reverence hath permitted me.For ifmy fortune had beene to have lived among 
thofe nations, which yet are {aid to live under the fweet liberty of Natures firft | 
and uncorrupted lawes, I affure thee, I would moft willingly have pourtrayed 
my felfe fully and naked. Thus gentle Reader my felfe am the ground- 
worke of my booke : Itis then no reafon thou fhouldeft employ 
thy time about fo frivolous and vaine a Subje&. 
"Therefore farewell. From AZontaigne, 
the firft of March. 
15 80. 
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~The firft Booke- 
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Cuar. I. 
By divers meanes men come unto alike end. 


Ye moft ufuall way to appeafe thofe minds we have offended 
(when revenge lies intheirhands, and that we ftand at thelr 
mercy) is, by fubmiffion to move them to commifération 
and pitty: Swern ik = Spat and refolution 
(meanes altogether te haye fometimes wrought the 
fame effect. Bawah the black Prince of Wales (wi 20 fo 
long governed our Country of Guiexme, a man whofe con- 
ditions and fortune wereaccompanied with many notable 
parts of worth and maonanimitic) h aving becne grievoufly 


me 


oftended by the Limsofias, though he by maine force tooke 
and entred their Cit i¢,c ould by no meanes be appeafed, nox 
by the wailefull out-crics of all forts of people (as of men, women, and children) bemoved, 
to any pitty, they proftrating themfelves to the common flaughter , crying for mercy, and 
huinb ly fabmniccingd iein{ falves sat bis feet, untill fuch timeas in triumphant m: anner paffing 
thorow their Citic, he perceived three French Gentlemen, who alone, withan incredible 

and undaunted boldnefle, gain{tood the enraged violence, and made hee ad againft the furie 
of his vitoriousarmie. T he confideration and refpect offo notable a vertue, "did firft abate 
thedint tof his wrath, and from thofe three b began to relent, and fhew mercy toall the othe: 
inhabitants of chef att stearic Sc aaderbe, eg, Prince of Epiviu; following one of his fouldiers, 

withipurpole to kill him, who by" a Il means of humilitie, arid fabmitie entreatie, had firft 
afiaied to pacifie him, in fach an unavoidable extremitie, refolved at laft, refolutely 1 to ene 
counter him with his {word in his hand. This refolution did immediate ely 1 (tay his Captatas 
fury, who fecing him undertake fo honourable an attempt, not only forgave, but received 
hinzinto grace and favour. This example may Raply, of fuch as have not knowne the pro- 
digi nd. matchleffe valour of the faid Prince, admit another interpretation, The 
Eu mperour Conn: sl third of that name, having befi eoed Guelphe, Duke of Bavaria, what 
vile or bafc {arisfaction foever was offered him, wouk d yeeld to no other milder conditions, 
but only to fifferfiich Gentlewomen as were with the Duke inthe Cie honours fafe) 
to iffuc out of the Towne afoot, with fuch things as they could carry 2 es them.They with 
an unrelenting courage adviled ‘and refolyed themfelves (neglecting all otherriches or jew- 


B cls) 


us force 


ie The firft Booke. Chap. 5. 
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els) to carry their husbands, their children, and the Duke hirofclfe, ontheir backs : The 
Emmperonr petceiving the quaintnefle of their device, tooke fo grear plealure at it, that hee 


i 3p 
4 22 


wept forjoy, and forthwith converted that former inexorable rage, and morrall hatrec 
batethe Duke, into fo milde arelenting and gentle kindnefle, chat thence forward heentrea- 
i j itt py Lie ar 
ted both him and his with all favourand courtefie,. Either of thefe wayes mighteafily per 
{wade mee : for 1 am much inclined to mercie, and affected to mildneffe, So it is, that in 
3 


Yet is pitcy held g ‘ 
burnottofainc, and co-fufter with them, Thefeéxamples feeme fitteft for mee, forfomuch 


_ in honour and affection. Notwithftanding, amaze- 
mentand admiration may in lefle generous minds worke the like effect. Witnefle the The- 
banes, who having accufed and indited their Captaines, as of acapirall crime, forfomuch as 
they had continued their charge beyond the time prefcribed them, abfolved and quit Pes 
vidas of atl punifhment, becaufe he fubmiffively yeelded underthe burden of fuch objeéti- 


{ to fave himlelfe, imployed no othee meanes,but fuing-requelts, and demiffle intrea- 
1} 


ONS. ana c¢ 


2 

tics: where of thecontrary, Epamsinondas boldly relating the exploits atchieve 

and with a fierce and arrogant manner upbraiding the people with them, had net che heart 
fo much as to take their lots into his hands, but went his way, and was freely abfolved; the 
afflembly much commending the ftoutneffe of hiscourage. Dionyfins the elder, after fone. 
. = tT we . . ahi iv ss I- “ 7 es ‘oO 

lingering and extreme dificulties, having taken the Citie of Reg gio, and init the Captaine 
Phyton, (a worthy honeft man) who had fo obftinately defended the fame, w i 
fhew atragicall example of revenge. Firft, hetold him, how the day before, he had c j 


his fonne and all his kinsfolkesto bedrowned. To whom Phyton, ftoutly out-ftaring him 
awfwered nothing, but that chey were more happy than hinpfelfe by the fpacc of one day. 
Afterward he caufed him to be ftripped, and by his executioners to berakenand drageed 
thorow the Citie moft ignominioufly, and cruelly whipping him, charging him befides 
with outragious asd contumelious fpeeches, All which notwithftanding, as one 10 whit 
difmayed, he ever fhewed a conftant and refolute heart ; and with a cheercfulland bold 
countenance went on ftill, loudly recounting the honourable and glorious caufe of his 
death, which was, that he would nevercontent to yeeld his Country into the hands of a 
cruelltyrant, menacing him with an imminent punifhment of the Gods. Dibxy/us plainly 
reading in his Souldiers lookes, that in liew of animating them with braving his conquered 


encmie, they in contempt of him, and feorne of his triumph, feemed by the aftonifhmen 


{fo rare a vertue, to be moved with compaffion, and inclined to mutimie, yea,and to free 


fubject : it is very hard to ground any direétly-conftant and uniforme judgement upon him. 
Behold Pomspry, who freely pardoned all the Citie of the Mamertines, (againtt which he 
was gri¢voufly enraged) for the loye of the magnanimitie, and confideration of the eatack 
ding vertue of Zeno, onc of their fellow-citizens, who tooke the publike faulr wholly upon 
himfelfe, and defired no otherfavour, butaloneto beare the punifhmaentthereof ; whereas 
Syllaes hoft having ufed the like vertue inthe Citie of Perugia, obtained nothing, frislors 
for himtelfe, nor for others. And dire€tly. againft my firft example, the hardielt amone 
men, and fo gracious tothe vanquithed, Alexander thegreat, after many ftrange difficuk 
ties, forcing the Citie of Gaxa, eacountred by chance with Besa, that commanded therein 
of whofe valour (duting thefiege) he had felt wonderfull and ftrange exploits, being ‘aes 
alone, forfaken of all his followers, his armes all-broken, all-befmeared with bloud wall 
wounds, fighting amone® a number of Macedonians, who pell-melllaid {till upon him: 
provoked by fo deare a victorie, (for among other mifhaps he had newly received tee 
hurts in his bedy) {aid thus unto lim ; Betis; shpefbalemot die as thon wonldef? + fer ma 


The firft Booke_. 


Eb a p. 2 


account thou maftihdure.all the torments may paffibly bee deviled ar inflithed upona caitife 
wretchy«s thow art. Bur he forall his enemics threats, without tpezhing one word, retuned 
only an.aflurgd, ftemie, and difdainefull countenance upon him j which filent obfinacic 4- 
Iexcander nord 

nutter one [uppliantuayce § 1 wsll affuredly vanquiflnhis filences and if I caanot wreff a word 
from bim,| will atdeaft make hima fob or groane: Aud converting his auget into rage;coin- 
manded his heelesto,bee through-pierced, and doalbalive wich a cord throne): them, to be 
torne,mangled and difnembred at a carts-taile. May itbe,the'force of his cbutage, was fo 
naturall and peculiar unto him, that becaufe he Would noswhikr admire him, he re 
him the [efle ? or deemed he it {o proper unto himfelfe,that invhis heightshe could no: with. 
out the fpight ofenvious paffion, endure to (ec it in'an other? of Wasthe naturall violence 
of hisxage incapable of aby oppotition ? furely,had it received any reftraint it may betup- 
poled, that inthe sanfacking anddefolation.of. the Citie of Thebes it fhoul@have felt the 
fae, in feeing fomany Worthies loft, and valiant mea puc.co the ford; as having no 
meanes of publike defence; for above fix thoufand were flaine aad maffacred;of which not 
one wasfeene, citherto run away, or beg for grace.’ « But on tise contrary, deine hereand 
therefecking to affcont,and endevouring to check theit vi¢torious enemies, urging aid pro- 
voking them to force them die an honourabledeath. Not ohe was feeve to yeeld, and that 
to his laft gafpe did not attempt to revenge himfelfe, and with allw capohs of difpairc, with 
the death of fome enemie,comfort and {weeten his owne milerie. Yet could not the affiati- 
ou oftheir vertuc find-any ruth or pitie,nor might oneday fuffice to glut or alfwage ibis re- 
vengefull wrath. This butcherousflaughter continued untothe laft drop of any remaining 
bloud; where none were {pared butthe unarmed and naked,the aged and wmpotent,the wou 


men and children;that fe trom amougit them they might get thirriethoufand flaves. 
— © 


ing, faid.chusunto himlelfe: Whar fiwould hee nor bend his kwee f-chuld he mor 


Cuary Tl, 
Of Sadnel]e or Sorrowwe, 


N¢ man is more free from this paffion than. I, ‘for I neitherlove nor regardit: albeie 
the world hath undertaken, as it were upon covenanty to grace ic with a:particular fa- 
vour, Therewith they adomeage, vertue, and confciences » Oh. foolith and bafe orna- 
ment! The Italians have more properly with it’sname entitled malignitic : for, itis a quali- 
tic ever hurtfull, everfottith ; and as ever bafeaud cowardythe Stoikes inhibit their Elders 
and Sagesto be therewith tainted), or have any feeling of ic. But the Storie faith ; thae 
P fameneticus king of e Ag ypts having been defeated and taken by Cambz/es king of Per/; 

fecing his owne daughrer paffe before him in bafeand vile atay, being fet to draw water 
from a well, his frieads weeping and wailing about Him (he with his eyes fixed onthe 
ground could not be moved to utter one word) and.fhortly after beholding his fonneled to 
execution, held ftill the fame undaunted countenance: but perceiving afamiliar friend of 
his haled among(t the captives, he began to beat his head,-and burft forth into extreame 
forrow. This might well be compared to that which one of our Princes was lately feene to 
doe, who being at Trezt, and recciving newes of his elder brothers death ; but fucha bro- 
therason him lay allthe burthen and honourof his houfe; and Shortly after tidings of his 
youger brothers deceafe,who was'his fecond-hope ;: and having with an tifimatched coun- 
tenance and exemplar conftancie endured thiele two affronts sit fortuned not long after, 
that one of his fervants dying, he by this latteraccident fatfered himfelfe to be fo fartran~ 
{ported, that quitting and forgetting his forner refolution,: he fo.abandoned himfelf to 
all manner offorrow and griefe, that fome argued, only this la{t mifcbance had toucht him 
to the quicke : but verily the reafon-was,chat being otherwifefull,and over-plunged in for- 
row,the leaf furcharge brakethe bounds and barres of patierices' The like might (I fay ) be 
judged of our {toric;wereit not it followeth; that Cambifes inquiring of Pfamsnerecess Why 
he was nothing diftempered at chemisfortune of his fonneabd daughter; he did fo impa- 
tiently bearethedifatter of his friend se és,anfwered he, Becaw(e thes laft difpleafure maybe 
manifefted by weeping, whereas the two former exceed b ry muchsallmeanes and ecm to 
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bea expreffedby teares. The invention of that ancient Painter might happily fit this’ pur- 
ofe, who inthe facrifice of Iphigenia, being to reprefent the griefe of the by-ftanders, ac- 
cording tothe qualitic and intereit each onc bare for thedeath of fo faire, fo young Al tiee 
nocent 2 Lady, having ranfacked the utmoft skill and effeéts of his art, when heohiie to 
the Virgins father,as if no countenance were able to reprefent that degree offorrow, he drew 
him with a vaile over his face. And that is the reafon why our Poets faine miferable Wiebe, 
who firft having loft feven fonnes, and immediately as: many daughters, asone over-bur- 
thened with their loffes,to have beene transformed into atone ; 
Diriguiffe mals: 
And grew as hard as {tone, 
Bur miferie and moane. 

Thereby to exprefle this mournfull filent ttupiditie, which fo doth pietce us; when acci- 
dents firpaffing our ftrength orewhelme us, Verily the violence of a gtiefe, being extreme 
mutt needsaftonic the mind,and hinderthe liberty ofher actions. As it hapneth at the ma. 
den alarum of fome bad tidings,when wee fhall feele ourfelves furprifed, benuinmed, and 
as it weredeprived of all motion, fo that the foule burfting afterward forth into teares and 
complaints, feemeth at more eafe and libertie,to loofe,tocleare and dilate it felfe, 

Et via vix tandews voci laxata dolore est, 
‘And {carfe at laft for {peach, 
By griefe was made a breach. 

Inthe warres which king Ferdinando made again{t the widow of Joby king of Hunga- 
ia, about Buda ; aman at armes was particularly noted of all men, forfomuchasin‘acer- 
taine skitmith he had fhewed exceeding prowefle ofhis body, and though unknowne, be- 
ing flaine,was highly commended and-much bemoaned ofall : but yet of none fo greatly as 
ofa Germane Lord,called Rasfcéac,as he that was amafed at fo rare vertue : his body bein 
recovered and had off,this Lord,led by a common curiofitie, drew neere unto it, to fee he 
jt might be, and having caufed him to be difarmed, perceived him to be his owne fetine ; 
which knowne,did greatly augment the compaffion ofallthe camp : he only without Fra 
ming word,or clofing his eyes, but earneftly viewing the dead body of his fonne, ftood ftill 
upright, till the vehemencieof his fad forrow, having fupprefled and cheaked his vitall {pi- 
rits,fell’d him ftarke dead tothe ground, 

Chi puo dir com egli arde¢ in picciol fuoco, 
He that canfay how he doth frie, 
In pettic-gentle flames doth lie, 
fay thofe Lovers that would lively reprefentan intolerable paffion, 
mifero quod omnes 
Evipis fen(us mibt ; Nam ful te 
Lesbia afpexi, nihil e5t fieper mk 
Duod loquar amens 
Lingua fed rorpet,tenuss {ub artns 
Flamma dimsanat ,fonitn [uopte 
Tinniunt aures,geminateguntnr, 
Lumina notte. 
miferably fromime, 
This bereaves all fenfe: for I can no fooner 
Bie thee my {weet heart, but I wot not one word 
to fpeake amazed. 
Tongue-tide as intrance, whilea {prightly thin flame 
Flowesinall my joynts, witha felfe-refounding 
Both my cares tingle, with a night redoubled 
Both mine eiesare veild. 

Nor isit in the livelieft, and moft ardent heat of the fit, that weeareable to difplay our 
plaints and perfwations,the foule being thenaggravated with heavie thoughts, and the bo~ 
dy fapprefled and languifhing for love. And thence is fometimesengendered that cafuall 
faintnes, which fo unfeafonably furprifeth paffionate Lovers, and that chilueile, which by 

the 
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Cura leves loquastur,ingentes finpent. 

Light cares can freely {peake, 

Great cares heart rather breake. 
The furprize of an unexpected pleafure aftonicth usalike, 

Wt me con[pexit venientem, Troja CorchMe : 

Arma amens vidit, magnis exterrita monftris 

Divignit vif in medio,caloy offareliquit, 

Labuur,@ longo vix tandem tempore fatur. 

Whea fhe beheld me come,and round about 

Senfeleffe faw Trojanarmes,fhe ftood afraid 

Stone-ftill at fo ftrange fights : life heat flew our : 

She faints: at laft,with long paufe thus fhe faid. 

Befides the Romane Ladie, that died for joy to fee Ler lonne retwrne. alive from the bar= 

tell of Canne,Sophocles and Diony fius tae Tyrant,whodeceafed through over-gladnes: and 
Talva, who died in Corfiea, reading the newes of the honours the Roman Senate had con- 
ferred upon him * It is reported that in ourage, Pope Leo the tenth haying received adver- 
tifement of the taking ofthe Citie of AZiilane, which he hadfo exceedingly defired, entred 
into fuch excetfe of joy, that he fell into an ague, whereof hefhortly died. And for a more 
authenticallteftimonie of humane imbccillitie; it is noted by or Ancients, that Diodorus 
the Logician, being furprized with an extreme paflion or apprehealion. of fhame, fell 
downe ftarke déad , becaufe neither in his Schoole, nor in publique, he had beene ableto re- 
folve an argument propounded unto him.I am lictle fubject to thefe v jolene paffions, I haye 
naturally a hard apprehenfaon;which by difcourfe I daily harden more and more. 


CE Sc pee 


Crap. ITT. 
Our affections ate tranfported beyond our felves. 


Hofe which ftill accufemen for ever gaping after fucure things, and go aboutto teach 
mF us,to take hold of prefent fortunes, and fetcle our felves upon them; ashaying no hold 
of that which istocome ; yea much leffe thati'we have of that whichis already patt, touch 
and are ever harping uponthe commoneft humane error, if they dare call thatan error, to 
which Nature her felfe, forthe fervice of the continuation of her worke, doth addretle us, 
imprinting (as it doth many others)this falfe imaginationiaus, as more jealous of our aéti- 
ons,than ofour knowledge. We arcneverin our felves,but beyond. Feare,defire, and hope, 
draw us ever towards thar Whichiistocome, and removeour fente and confideration from 
that which is,to amufe us on that which thall be,yea when wefhall be no more. Calamito- 
fu eff anianus furnri anxias A mindein fiafbenfe what ss vo come;is in a pittifull cafe. 

This norable precept is often alleaged in Plato: Follow thy bujineffe and know thy felfe ; 
Each of thefe two members, doth genetally imply allour duty} and likewife enfolds his 
companion. He that fhould doe his bufinefle; might perceive that his firft leffon is,to. know 
what he is, and what-is convenient:for! him: Aud -he-that knoweth himfelfe, cakesno 
more anothers matters for his owne, butcabove all other things, loveth and’ correétech 
himfclfe, rejecteth fuperfluous occupations, idle imaginations, and unprofitable propofi- 


tions. As if yougrant follie what it defireth ieawill no-Whit be latished;fo.is wildomecon-) 


tent with that whichis prefent,andneverdifpleafed withit elfe.E Picurwsdochdifpenfe with 
histage touching the forefight & care of vehatfhal infue. Amongtt thelawesthat regard the 
deceafed, that which ties the ations of Princes to be examined when they. dre dead, feemes 
tome veriefolid.: They are companions,ifinot maftersof cht lawes.: That-which juttice 
could not workeontheit heads, ris reafoniteftect upomtheisireputation arid goods of cheir 
fucceflors \ things wee-many times preferre before our'lives, Icisacaftome brings many 
fngular commodities untonations that obferve it; and.to-be defited of all pood, Princes: 
who have caufeto complainethat the mandrie-of the wicked is. ufed as.theirs. . Wee owe a 

B32 like 


rt er tt ‘ 


5 


9 €%.Hip.add.2 


S*ona 2 


Pirg. Enead. 
11b.3.306, 


33 ~ 
Sei.epi.g 
5) 8¢ ep4.98 
33 


2? 


6 


er 
i a eS 


Lucretver.mdt 
bib. 3.9126 


fo wellknowne unto them : exctnp 


The firft Bookes. Chap. 3 
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like obedience and fubjection to all Kings; for it refpects their office :butcltimation and af- 
fecticn, we owe itonly to their vertuc. If they be uaworthy, weeare to endure them pati- 
rices and to aid their indifferentadtions with our commendations,a$ 

long as their authoritie hath need of our affiftance, and that ought to be afcribed unto poli- 
tike order, But our commerce withthem being ended ,thereisno reafon we fhould refufe the 
unfolding of our felt wrongs unto juftice and our libertic. And {pecially to refufe good {ub- 
jects, the glory to have reverently and faithfully ferved a mafter, whofe imperfections were 
ting pofteritic fiom fo profitable an.cxample. And fuch 
as for the refpect of fome private benefitor intereft, doe wickedly embracethe memori¢ of 
an unworthy Prince, doe particular juftice at the charge of publike juftice. Titus Levins 
{peaketh truly, where he faith, thatthe {peech of men brought up undera royaleic is ever 
fallof vaine oftentations, and falfe w itneties ; every man indifferently extolling the King, 
ro the furtheft ftraine of valour and foveraigne ereatnefie, The magnanimitic of thoefe two 
Souldiers may be reproved, one of Which being demanded of Nero, why.he hated him, an- 
fweredhim to histeeth ; I loved thee whileftthou waft worthy of love, but fince thou be- 
cameft a particide, a fire-brand, a Juglar, a Player, and.a’Coach-man, I hate thee, as thou 
defervett. ‘Theorher being asked, wherefore hefought to kill him ,an{wered,Becaufe I finde 
Ho other courfeto hinder thy unceflant outragesand ampious deeds. Butcan any man,that 
hath his fenfes about him, juftly reprove the publike and generall teftimonies that fince his 
death have beene given, and fo fhall be for ever, both againft him and all fiuch like repro- 
bates, of histyrannicalll and wicked demeanours ? Iam forrie that in fo facred a policie as 
the Lacedemonian was, fo fained and fond a ceremonie at the death of their Kings was eyer 
devifed and brought in ufe. Alitheir confederates and neighbours, all the flave-Heotes, men 
and women pell-mell, fora teftimonie of their griefe and forrow, did mangle and gafh their 
forcheads,and in their out-crics and lamentations exclaimed, that their deceafed King how. 
(ever he had lived, wasand had beene the belt Prince that ever they had, afcribing in order 
the commendations dueuntodefert, and to che la(t and latter ranke, what belongs unto the 
firtt merits Ariftorle that hath an oare in every water, and medi¢th with all things, makes 
a queftion about Solons {pecch, who faith, that no man can truly be counted happy before 
his death, Whether he that lived and died according to his wifh, may benamed happy, 
whether his renowne be good orill,and whether his pofteritie be miferable or no. Whileft 
wee itirre and remove, wee tran(port our felves by preoccupation wherefoever wee lift :bue 
no fooner are wee out of being, but wee hayeno communication at. all with that which is. 
And it were better to tell Solon, that never manis happy then, fince he never is fo, buc when 


hejs no mores 
—Qxi[qnan 

Viuradicitus evitafetolliz, D ejrest: 
Sed facir effe {us quiddam fuper infcivs ipfes 
Nec remover fat A projetto corpore Seles & 
Vindicat.— 
Scarce any rids himfelfe of life fo cleere, 
But Ieaves unwitring fome part of him heere : 
Norfreesor quits himéelfe fufficiently 
From that his body which forlorne doth lic. 

Bertrand of Gelfquin died atthefiege of thecaftle of Rasconsneerc unto Pxy in Avergne: 
thebeficeed yeelding afterward, were forced tecarry the keies of the Caftle, upon the de- 
ceafed of the Captaine, Barthelomew of Aviano. Geuerall of the Venetian forces dy- 
ing in their fervice and wars about Bre/ciz,and his bedie being to betranfported toV enice, 
through theterritory of Verona, which themwasenemie unto them, the ere part ofthe 
army thought it expedient to demanda fafe conduét for their paflage of thofe of Verena, 
to which 7 beodoroT rivaleio ftoutly oppofed himfelfe,and chofe rather to paffe it by maine 
force, and to hazard the day, faying it wasnot convenient, that he who in his life time had 
never apprehended feareofhisencmies fhould now being dead, feerne to feare them. Ve. 
rily in like matters, by the lawes of Greece; hee that required adead body of his enemies, 

with intent to butythe fame, renounced the vikory, and might nd more eregt any trophy 


of it and he who was fo required, purchafed thetitl¢of honoutand gaine. Sodid Nicias 
lof 
lofe 


ently, to conceale theirs 
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ioferhe adyantace hee had clearely gained of the Corinthians ; and contrariwile, Ageflans 
ailured that, hee doubefully had gorten of the Boctians. Thefe actions might bee. deemed 
range, ifin allages it were nota common- received opinion, not only so extend the care of 
our felves, beyond tis life, but alfo to beleeye, thar heavenly favours doe often accompany 
us unte our grave, and continucin our pofterity. Whereof there are fo manycxamples. (lea. 
yillg our modernea pact) that Imeed not wade farre into.it. ; 
Edwardthe firft King of Exg/azd, inthe long wars he had with Robere King of Scotland 3 
having by triall found how ercatly his prefence advantaged the fucccile of his aftaires, and 
how he wasever victorious in any enterprife he undertookein his owne perion; when hee 
died,bound his {oxne by folemae oath, th at being dead he Should caufs his body to bebey- 
led, untill che ficth fell from the bones, which he fhould caufe to be interred, and carefully 
keeping the bones, ever carry them about aim, whenfoever hee fhould happen to have wars 
with the Scots : Asif deftiny had fatally annexed the victory unco his limmes. Johx ZAfca; 
who for the defence of Hck/sffs opinions fo much troubled the fate of Bohemia, comman- 
ded that after his death his body fhould be flead,and 2 drum nade of his skin,, tobe carried 
and founded in all che wars againft his enemies: deeming the found of ir would be a meancs 
to continue the advantages, which in his former wartes hee had obtained of them, Certainc 
Indians did likewife carry the bones of one of their Captaines inthe skirmithes they had 
with the Spaniards, in regard ofthie good fucceffe hee had, whileft hee lived, againft them: 
And other nations of thar new-found world, doe likewife carry the bodies of duch worthy 
and fortunate men with them, .as have died in their battels, ro ferve thom in ftead of good 
fortune and encouragement, The firft examples referve nothing clfe in their combés,’ bur 
the reputation acquired by their former atchievements : but thefe willalfo adj oyne Ut 
to it the power of working. The a@of Capraine Bayart isof better compcfition, who 
perceiving himfelfe deadly wounded bya fhot received in his body, being by his men per- 
{waded to come off and retire himfelfe from. out the throng, anfwered;he would not now 
foneere his end, beginto turne his face from,his cnemie ; and having ftoutly foughten fo 
longas he could ftand, fecling-himfelfe to faint and ftageer from his horfe, commanded his 
fteward to lay him againft atres, but in fiuch fort, that he might dic with his face toward the 
enemic ; as indeed heedid. I may not omit this other example, as remarkable for this eqn- 
fideration, as any of the precedent. The Emperour A4eximilian, great grandfather te 
Philip now King of Spaine, was.a Prince highly endowed with many noble qualities, and 
amongft others with a well-nigh matchleffe beauty and comelinefle of body;but with other 
cuftomes efhis, hee had thisone much contrarieto other Princes, who to difpateh: their 
weightieft affaires make often theirclofeftoole, theirregall Throne or Councel-chamber, 
which was, that hee would not permit any groome of his chamber (were hee never foricere 
about him)to fee him in his inner chamber,who ifhe had-oceaié but tomake water, would 
as nicely and as religioufly with-draw himfelfeasaty maiden, and never fuffer{fo inuch as 
a Phyfitian, much lefle any other whatfoever, to fee thofe privie parts thar all in modeftie 
fecketo keepe fecret and unfeene. My felfe, that am fo broad-mouthed and lavith in {pec- 
ches, ain notwithftanding naturally touched with chat bafhfulnefic. And unlefle it beeb 
the motion of neceffity or of yoluptuoufhetfe, Inever willingly imparted thofe aétions 
and parts (which cuftome willeth to bee concealed) tothe view of any creature. leudure 
more compulfion, than I deeme befitting 2 man, efpecially of my prefeffion, But hee grew 
tofuch fuperftition, that by exprefle words inhis laft willand Teftament, lee commans 
ded, that being dead, hee fhould have linnen-flops put aboutthem. Hee fhould by codicile 
haye.aanexed untoit, tliat hee who fhould putthem on; might have hiseies hood-winckt 
The inftruction which Cyrus giveth his children, tharneither they norany other fhould 
either fee or touch his body, afterthe breath were onceoutofic ; ] afcribeit unto fome mo- 
tive of devotion ia him. For both his hiftorianand bimfelfe, amonott many other notable 
qualities they are endued with, havethroughout all the cour‘of their life feemed to have a 
fingular refpe&t and awfull reverence unto religion. That ftory difpleafed mee very much, 
which a noble-man told me of a kinfinan of mine (aman very famous and well known beth 
in peace and warte) which is, that dying very aged in his court, being much tormented with 
extreme pangs of the (tone, hee with an carneft and unwearied care, employed all his Jaft 
houres, to difpofe the honour and ceremony of hisfuserals,and fummoned allthe nobilitic 
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that caine to'vifithims to give him affured promifeto beas affiftants, and to convey himto 
his laft refting plate. To the very fame Prince, who was with him at his laft gafp, he made 
very earneft fuit, he would commrand all his houfhold to wait upon him at his interment, 
inforeing many reafons, and alleaging divers examples, to prove that it was a thing ‘very 
cojiyehient,and fitting a man of his qualitie : which affured promife when he had obtained, 
and had at his pleafuremarfhalled the order how they fhould march,he fecmed quietly and 
contentedly to yecld-up the ghoft. Ihave feldome feene a yanitie continue fo long. This o- 
ther ctiriofitie mere oppofite untoit (which to prove I need not labour for home-examples) 
feeneth in my opinion cofen-german to this, that is, when one is ever ready to breathe his 
laft, Carefully and paffionately to endevour how to reduce the convoy of his obfequies untto 
fomneparticular and unwonted parcimonie, to one fervant and to onelanterne. I heare the 
humour and'appointment of Afarcus eLmilins Lepidus commended, who exprefly forbade 
his heiresto ufe tho{e cerémonies about his interment, which in fuch cafes were formerly ac- 
cuftomed, Isittemperance and frugalitie, to avoid charge and yoluptuoufielic, the uife and 
knowled se of which is inperceptable unto us ? Loe here an eafie reformation, and of {mall 
coft.’ Were it requifite to appoint any, I would be of opinion, that as well in thar, as in‘all 
other agtions of mans life, every man fhould referre the rule of it tothe qualitie of his for- 
tune. And the Philofopher Lycom did wifely appoint his friends to place his body where 
they fhould thinke it ficce(t and for the beft : and for his obfequies, they fhould neither be 
{uperfluous and over-coftly, nor bafeand {paring. Formy part, } would wholly relie on 
cuftome, which fhould difpofe this ceremonie, and would yéeld my felfeto the difcretion of 
the firft or nextinto whofe hands I might chance to fall. Torts hsc locus eff contemnendus ix 
nobisynonnegligendus in noftris : All this matter fhould be apie of 18 butt nor negletted of 
oars. And religioufly faid a holy nan ; Curatio funeris, conditio fepulture, pompa ex comin 
ram, wmacis (unt vivornm [rlatia,guam {nbfidia mortkorkm. The procuration of funerals.the 
maner of burtall,the pomp of obfequies,are rather comforts tothe living,thax helps rothe dead, 
Therefore Socrates an{wered Criton,who atthe houreofhis death asked him:how he would 
be buried: ven a you pleafefaid he. Were I to meddle further with this fubjeé, I would 
deeme it moregallantto imitate thofe who yet living and breathing, undertake toenjoy the 
orderand honour of theirfepulchres, and that pleafe theinfelvés to behold their dead coun 
tenance in Marble. Happy they that caitrejoyte arid gratifietheir fenfes with infenfibilitie, 
and liveby their death! A littlething would make me‘conceivéaninexpiable hatred againtt 
all popular domination ; although ic feeme moft natural fand juft unto me’; when J call t6 
minde that inhumane injuftice of the Athenians; who'without further triall or remiffion, 
yea without fuffering them fo muchas to reply or anfwer for themfelves, condemned thofe 
noble and worthy Captaines; thatreturned ‘vidtoriouflyfrom the fea-batcell, which they 
(neere the Iles Argingfeyhad gained of the Lacedemonians; the moft contefted , bloodie && 
greateft fight the Greciansever obtained by fea with theirowne forces = forfomuch as after 
the victory, they had rather followed thofe occafions, which the lawof warre prefented 
untothem, fortheir availe, thantetheir prejudice {taid to gather and bury their dead itten. 
Andthe fuccefle of Diossedon makes their futhlefle execution more hatefull, who beiris’ a 
man ofnotableand exemplar vertue, both military and politike,and of them fo cruelly con- 
demned ; after he had heard thebloudy fentence, advancing himfelfe forward to {peake} ha= 
ving fit opportunitic and plaufible audience ;he,Tfay, in ttead of excufing himfelfe, or €n- 
devouring to juttifichiscaufesorto exafperate the evident iniquity of fo cruell adoome, éx- 
prefled: but a care of the Judges prefervation, eameftly befceching the Gods to ture thar 
judgementto their good, ' prayitig that for want of not fatisfying the yowes which hee’and 
his companions had vowed in acknowledgement and thank{giving for fo famous a victory, 
and honourablefortune, they mightnot ‘draw the wrath’and revenge of the Gods upon 
them, declaring what their vowes were. And-withour more words; or urging further rea. 
fons, couragioufly addreffed-himfelfe to hisexecution, But fortune forte yeares after puni- 
fhed him alike, and made him tafte of theveric fame fauce. For Chabrizs, Captaine Gene. 
tall of their {ea-fleet, having afterward: obtained a famous viGtory of Polls, Adinitall of 
Sparta, inthe lle of Naxos, lofvabfolutely the benefit of it; and onely contented with the 
day (amatter of great confequence for their affaires) fearing to.inicurre the mifchiefe of this 
example, and to faye afew ‘dead carcafles of hisfriends, that Aoated up and dowinethe fea, 


“ gave 


CE 


TRI 


te tt ein es “ seep apa a 
- - = 


Chap. 4. The firft. Booke. y 


re 


gaveleafure to an infinite number of his living enemies, whom he might ¢afily have futpri- 
zed te faile away in fafety, who aftcrward made thetn to purchafe their im portunatefupers 
ftition, at a deercadeere rate. 
Quarts, quo jace dey poft obirnmsloco ? Sin. Trods. chor, 
Qhonon nata jacent. 230% 
Where fhall youlie when youare dead ? 
Where they lye that were never bred } . 
This other reftores the fenfe of reft unto a body without afoule. 


r he 7 * +h he fe g 

Neque fepulehresm, guorectpiats habeat portem cuypore. os z 2. qh. bib 
; A ; a. ED 

Vbis remiffa humana Vitay corpus requie(cat.amalis. 

To uirnc in asa hav’n, have he nograye, 


Where life left, from all gricfe heseft may have. ; 

Even as Nature makes us to {ce, that many dead things have yet certaine fecret relations 
uato life. Wine doth alter and change in fcllers, according.to the changes. and alterations.ot 
the {eafons of its vineyard. And.che fleth of wilde. beafts and venifondoth change qualitie 
and tafte in the powdcring-tubs, according: t@ thenature of living flethy.as fomne fay that 
haye obfervedit. 


tt et 
a ee 


Cram Ty, 


Flow the foule difchargeth ber pafions upon fall? objcéts, 
when the true failett. 


Gentlemanof ours cxceedingly fubjeS& to the gowt, being inftanely: folicited by tus 

Phyfitions, to leave all manner: of falesmeats, was wont to anfwer pleafantly; that 
whim the fits or pangs of the difeafe tooke him, hee would have fome bodyto quarell 
withyand that crying and curfing, now agaitft Boloniesfautege, and fometimes by failing 
again{t falt neats-tongues, and gammons of bakon;hefound fome eafey Butin good earheft 
even as the arme being lifted up to ftrike, ifthe ftroke hit not, buc fall void, wee feelefome 
paine in it,and many times ftcike ic ouvofjoyne; and that to yeeldour fight pleafant,it mutt 
not be loft and difpierfed in theivatt ayre, butought rather'to haye a limited bound to {ua 
ftaine it by a reafonable diftanee: 


Ventus ue amitrit vires wifi robore dene Eucttib,3.3 62. 
Occurrant filve,fpatio difffusinani. 
As windcsin empticayze diftus’d,{trength lof, 
Unlefle thick-old~-growne woods of their ftrength oppofe, 
Se feemes it that the foule moved and toffed, if the have not fome holdto take, lofeth it 
felfe in it felfc,and muft ever be ftored with fome object, on which it tnay light and worke, 
Plutarchfaith fitly of thofe who affectionate themfelves to Monkies and little Dogees,thar 3 
the loving part which is inus, for want of'a lawfull hold, rather than it will be idle, doth 
forge a falfe and frivolous hold unto it {elfe,\And wee fee that the foulein her paffions doth 
rather deceive it felfe,by framing a falfe and Fantafticall fubjeét unto it felfe, yea againft her 
owne conceit,than not to worke upon fomething.So doth their owne kage tran{port bealts, 
to fet upon the {tone or weapon that hath hurt them; yca and fometimes with ircfull teeth 
to revenge themfelves againft themfelves, for the hurt or {hart they feele, 
Pannonis baad aliter poft slum [avior nr fee 
Cui jaculum parva Lybis Amentavit habena, Lycans. lib, 6. 
Seretatin vulnus,telumque trata rece ptum 220, 
Lnapedit,& [ecum fugientem circuit haftam. 
Even fothe wound-enraged Auftrian beare, 
On whom a Moore hath thir’ld his flinged {peate, 
Wheelcs on her wound, and raging bites thedart, 
Circling that flies with her, and cantiot part. “a 
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ee 
What caufesdoe wee not invent, for the crofles that happen unto us ? bee it right, or 
wrong: what take wenot hold of,to have fomething to ftrive withall ? It is not the golden 
locks thouteareft, nor the whiteneffe of the breaft, which thouthrough vexation fo cruelly 
loft fmite, that have by meanes of anunluckie bullet, loftthy deere-beloved brother: on 
fomething elfe fhouldeft chou wreake thy felfe. Liviss {peaking of the Romane army in 
Spaine, after the loffe of two great Captainesthat were brethren. Flere omnes repente,& of - 
fenfare capita : They all wept and often beat thei heades. Itis an ordinarie cuftome: And 
the Philofopher Byoz was very pleafant with the } ing,that for griefe tore his haire, when he 
faid, Doth this wan thinke, that baldneffe will affwage hw griefe ? who hath not feenefome 
to chew and {wallow cardes,and wel-nigh choake themfélves with bales of dice, only to be 
#evenced for the lofic of fome money? Xerxes whipped the Sea,and writ a cartell ofdefiance 
tothe hill Arbos: And Cyrus formany daies together ammufed his whole armie to be re- 
venged of the river Gyndus,for the fearc he tookepaffing over the fame: And Caligula cau- 
fed'a verie faire houfe to be defaced, forthe pleature his mother had received in the fame. 
When I was young my countrimen were wont to fay,7 hat one of our neighbour-Kings, ha- 
ving received a blow at Gods hand, {ware to be revenged on him, and ordained, that for ter 
eaves hace no mat [hould pray unto him,nor fpeak of him,nor (fo long ashe were in authority, ) 
beleeve in him.By which report, they doe not fo much publith the fortifhnefle,as theambi- 
culiar unto that nation. of whom itwas{poken. They are vices that ever goe 
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tious glorie, pe 1 
tocether : But in truth {uch aétions encline rather unto felfe-conceit,than to fondnes, Augn- 


fins Cafar having beene beaten by atempeft onthe fea, defied the God Neptwne, and inthe 


celebration ofthe Circenfian games,that fo he might be avenged on him,he caufed his image 
to be removed from out the place, where it ftood. amongft the other Gods; wherein heis 
alfo lefle excufable, than the former, and Jeffe than hee was afterward, when having loRa 
battell, under OvinvilinsVarus in Germanic, all inarage and defperate, he went up and 
downe beating his head againft the walls, mainly crying out: Ob! Varus, reftore me my 
Soldier's againe : For,thofe exceed; all fellie, (forfomuch as impictie is joyned unto it) that 
will wreake theméelves againft God,or fortune,as if fhe had-eatesfubjecttoour batterie: In 
imitation of the Thracians, who when it lightens or thunders,begin witha Titaniag revenge 
to fhoot againft heaven, thinking by hooting of arrowes to draw God tofome reafon; 
Now,as faith that ancient Poet in Plutarch, 

Point ne fefaut corroucer aux affaires, 

Il ne leur chaut de toutes nox, choleres. 

We oughtnot angry be at what God dooth, 

For he cares not who bearesan angry tooth, 
But we hall never raile enough againtt.the diforder and unrulinefle of our minde. 


Crap. V. 


Whether the Captaine of a place befieged ought to {aie 
forth to parlie. 


Peins Marcins Legate of the Romans, inthe warrea ainft Perfexs King of ALacedon, 

defirous to get fo much time, as he wanted to be a Fe army, gave out fome motives 
of accord, wherewith the King inveagled yeelded unto a truce for certaine daics : by which 
meanes he furgnithed hisenemie with opportunitie and leafure to arme himfclfe:wherof pro~ 
ceeded the Kingslaft ruine and over-throw, Yetis it,thatthe elders ofthe Senate, mind full 
oftheir fore-fathers cuftomes, condemned this practice as an encmie to their ancient pro- 
ceedings, which was, faid they,to fight with yertue, and not with craft, nor by furprifes, or 
ftratagems bynight, nor by fet-Aights, and unlookt-for approches, never undertaking a 
warre, but ee it was proclaimed, yeamaity times after the appointed houre and place of 
the battell. With this confcience did they fend backeto Pérrhas histraitorous Phyfitian,and 
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tothe Phadifcé their difloyall fchoole-mafter.Thefe were true Romane proceedings and ‘not 
Grecian policies, nor Punike wiles, with whom to vanguith by force is lefle clorious than 
so.conquer by treacherie. To deceive may fervef 


' the inftant, but hee only is judged 


tobe overcome, that knowes he wasnot vanquil! ca by craft or deceit, nor by fortune 
orchance, butby meete valour, betweene troupe and troupe, inan overt and jut warre. 


Ic appeareth manifeftly by the fpeech of thefe good men, they had nor yet received this 
fentence. 
—— Dolus,an virtue, quis in hofte requirat ? 
Deceit,or vertue,cither,in foes, ic skill’s not whether. 

The Achajans,faith Polsbins, detefted all manner of deceit in their warres, deeming that 
no viétoric, where their enemies courages werenot quelled.£.ams vir fanttus,& fapiens {ciat 
effe vittoriam verams,que falva fide,cy integra dignstate parabitur,A wife and religious man 
willknow that ts vitlorie indeed, which {ball be attained with credit unimpeached,and dignitie 
untainted, faith another. 

Vos ne velit, anme regnare hera,quid-ve ferat fors. 
Virtute experiamur, ; 

If fortune will have youtoraigne, or me, 

And what chance bring’s,let vertues trial! be: 

Inthe Kingdome of Ter ites,among thofe nations, which weefo fullsinouthed ,call Bar 
barous, the cuftome bearcth thar they never undertake a warre, before thefame be denoun- 
ced; thereunto adding an ample declaration of the meanes they have to employ therein, 
what manner; and how many men, what munition, and what Armes either otfenfive or de- 
fenfive: which done, they alfo eftablifhasalaw, chat without reproach or imputation, it 
fhall be lawfull for any man,iatheir warres, to ufe whatadvantage foever, may in any fore 
furthet or helae them to vanquifh. The ancient Plorentines were fo far from defiring any 
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advantage of their enemies by fudden furprifes,thata moneth beforethey could bring their 
Avmie into the field ,they would givethem warning, by the continual found of their com- 
moi bell; which they called AZartinella. “As forus, who are lefic {uperttitious, and deéme 
him to have the honour of the wate, that hath the profitofit, and according to Lifauder, 
fay;that Where the Lions-skinnewillnot fuffice, wee muft adde a Scantling ofthe Foxes; the 
the moft ordinarie occafions of furprifesaredrawne from this practice,and as wee fay, there 
isnotime, wherein a Capraine ought to be more warie and circurmfpect to looke about him, 
thanthat of parlies and treaties of accord : And therefore is it a common rule in che mouth 
of allour modern men of warre, thatthe Governour or Commaunder of a befieged place, 
ought never tofallie forth himfelfeto parlie. In the time of our forefathers, the fame was 
caftinthe teeth, (asa proach) unto the Lord of (Montmord and A ffigni, who defended 


Monfon,rgainit the Earle of Nanfeaw. Yet in this cafe it were excufablem him,that fhould 
fo fallie our, chat the aflurance and advantage, might ftill be on his fide. Asdid the Earle 
Guido Rangoni in the Citic of Reg gio(if credit may be givento Pellay:for Guicciardinafir- 
meth, that it was himfelfc ) when as the Lord of E (cute, comining to parlic made his ap- 
proaches unto it ; for he did fo little forfakehis fort,that whileft they were in parlie, a com. 
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the Lord of E {cure and the troupes which came with him, inthattu. 
mult found himf 


tobe the weakeft, fothat Alexander Trivultio was there flaine, and 
hee deeming it the fatett way, was forced to follow the Earlc,and gn his word to yecld him. 
felfeto the mercie and fhelter of blowes, into the Citie. Exmenes inthe Citie of N- ra, being 
urged by Axtigonus,that befieged him,to fallie forth to parlie, alleaging that there was rea- 
fon he fhould come eo him, fith he was the better man, and the ftronger: after he had made 
thisnoble anfwer, I willnever thinke any man better than my {clfe, folong as | can holdor 
vule my {mord: nor did he ever yeeld untill Anpsgonus had delivered him Prolomey,his owne 
nephew for a pledge, whomhe required. Yet fhall wee fee fometo have profpered well in 
fallying foorth of their holdesto parlie, upenthe word and honor of the aflailant ; witnes 
Henrie of Vuulx,akni ghtof Champaigne, who being beleagred by the Enolifh-men inthe 
Caftle of Commercie, and Bartholmew of Bones, who at that liege commaunded as Chiefe 
having caufed the greateft parrefrhe Caftleto be undermined fo that there wanted nothing 
butthe giving of fire, utterly to fubvert the fame, under theruines of it, fummoned the faid 
Henrve to itlue out, and fox his owne good a0 parlie with kim, which hedid, egies 
but 
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Ennide Pyrrb 
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but with three more, who manifef ftly fceing the evident ruine, whiercin he was undoubted! 
like to fall, acknowledged himfelfe infinitely beholding to his enemie, unto whofe difcre- 
tion, after’ he had yeelded together with histroup, and that fire was giv a tothe Mine, ‘the 
maiue props of the Caftlefailing, it was u tterly overthrowne and carried away, Tara eafily 
perfwaded to yeeld to other mens w ords and faith, but hardly would I doc it, when thould 


give other men caufeto i imagine, that I had rather done it viv'ie: Web hie and want 6f colin 
vel: -tneaning. 


52 The fir Bookew. Chap. 6. | 


rage, than ofafree and vol untary choife, and confidence in his hone! cand v 


Gwe: VV, 


That the houre of parlies us dangero 


Otw ithftanding I faw | ately, that thofe of PCM u/ idav,2 pla .ce not farre from m ee, who 
Novi others ofthis partie, were by our forces compelled to diflodge tl 1ence, exclai- 
med, tl “ were betraid, becaufe during thefpeech ofaccord, and thetreatie yct continuing, 
they! ra Ficene Ferpaiall and defeated; which ching might haply in other ages have had 
fome appatence of rtruth; but ,as fay, our manner es, ‘proceeding i infuch cafes, isaltoge other 
differing from thefe rules, and no man er performance of promife fom an 
cnemie, except the laft fale of bond be ful ly annexed thereunto, wherem notwithitan- 
ding Bthen much careand vigilancie requirec, and much adoe hall be found, And it wag 
ever. a dangerous counfell to truft the performance of word or oath given untoa Citie, that 
yeelds unto gentle and favourable compofition, and inthat furie to give the needie, bloud- 
thirftie, nd prey- greed y Souldier free entrance intoit,unto the free choife ana licenicd ofa 
saciciuae aunie. LuctuseAimilius Regillus a RomanePrator; having loft his time inat- 
tempting by forceto takethe Citie of the “Phocens by reafon of the f fingular prowefle,which 
the inhabitants fhewed, in ftoutly defending themfelves, covenanted to receive chem as 
friends unto the people of Rome,and to enter “their Citieasa o— confederate, remoying 
ull feare of hoftile-aétion fromthem. Buttothe end hee might 2 appeare more glotious and 
dreadfull having caufed hisarmic to enter with him,doe wi hat he might, heicould not bridle 
therage of hisSouldiers; and with hisowneeics faw moft part of the Gis anfacked and 
{poiled: : othe tights of alana Mase and. reyenge {upplanting thofe_of his authoritieand 
<¢ militarie difcipline. " (Cleomsenes.was wont tofay, that What hurt aera might doe 
ce hs enensics 1” time aiemre was bey yond jxftice, and not [ubjett unto it, as well rows Kd the 
Gods as towards men + who for fevendaycs having made truce with thole of eirgos, the 
third night,whileft they were all afleepe miftrufting noharme, hee charged and overthiew 
them, alleagiog for his excufe, that in thetruce no mention had beene made of nights, ) 
But the Gods left not-his perfidious policie unrevenged : For during their enter-ps arlie and 
bufinefle about tak king he oftages, t the Citie of Ca/linum was by furprife taken from kim : 
which happened i in the times of the jutteft Copa and of themoft perfect Romane 
di ifcipline : : Foritisnot faid, that time and place ferving, wee mult not make ufe and 
take adyantage of our enemies foolith overfight, as we doe of their cowardife, And verily 
warre hath natur ally many reafonable privileges tothe piaiusice of reajon.; A And here failes 
Cic. Offic. - therule: Neminem id agere, ut ex alterins pr edctur infettias T hat no man {boule dexdevour to 
hb, 3. “prey upon another mans ignorance. But I wonder of the {cope chat Xenophon allowes them, 
both by his di ifcourfe, and by divers exploits of his perfect Emperour : an Author af 
wonderfull confequencei in {ach things aS a grec at Captaine and aPl iilofo her, and one of 
ae chiefeft Dif ciples, nor doe J ‘altogether yeeld unto the meafure of hisdi {penfation. 
The Lord of _Aubigny befieging Capmasafter he had given ita 2 furious batterie the Lord Fa. 
britins Colonna, Captaine of thetowne, haying a under abaftion or sleonel begunne to 
parlie, and his men: growing negligent and carelefie in their offices and euard, our men did 
fiddenly take the advantage ¢ offered them, entered thetowne, over-ranneit, and putall to 
the f{word. But to cometo later examples, yea inour memarie, the Lord Julio Romera at 
Tvoy 


” 


a ee 2 


Yvoyshaving committed this overfight to iffue out of his holde , to parlie with the Con. 
itable of Frate, athisreturne found the Townetaken , avd himfeife jack-ont-of-doores, 
But that wee may nor pafie unrevenged the Margues of Pefeirz beleagering Genova, where 
Duke Oftavian Fregofo commanded under our protection, and anaccord between them 
haying fo long been ticated, and earneftly folicited, tharit was held as ratified, and upon 
the point of conclufion , the Spanjards being etitred the Towne , and feeine themfelves the 
Jitonger, tooke their opportwhitic, and ufed irasa fall'and compleate victorie: and finceat 
Lygny in Barroe, where the Earle of Brienne commanded, the Einperour having befieg ed 
him in perfon, and Bartholemy Lieutenant to the fride Earle being comé foorth of his hold 
to parlie, was no fooner out, whileft they were difputing, but the Towne was furprifed, 
and he excluded, They fay, 

Fu il vincer fom pre mai landabil cofx; 

Vixcafiper fortuna Operingerno, 

Tobe et ea glorious, 

Be we by foreunc or by wit viGorions, 

But the Philofopher Chry/ippus would not hava beerie of chat opinion; nor I néither,for 
he was wont to fay, That thofe who run for the mafterte may well employ all their frrength 
to make fpeed, but it is nor Lawfuil for them tolay haads on their adverfaries, to fay him, or 
ro croffe leg gs, to make him trip or fall. And more generoufly anfwered Alexander the 
great, at what time Polypercon perfwaded him to ule the benefit of the advantage which the 
darknefle of rhe night afforded him, to charge Darius; No, no, faid hee, # firs not mee to 
hunt after night-ftolne vittories s Malo me fortune p.eniteat, quam viflori pudeat. I had 

ratherrepert me of m y fortune, than be alhamed of my vittorie. 
Atqueidem fugientem hand eft dignatus Orodem 
Sternere,.mec jatka cecum dare cufpide vulaus: 
Obviws adverfoque occurrit, fe eque viro vir 
Contulst, hand furto melsor, fed forribus armis. 
Hedeign’d not to Rtrike downe Orodes flying, 
Or with his throwne-launce blindely-wound him running : 
But man to man affront himfelfe applying, 
Met him, as more cfteem’d for ftrength than cunning. 
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Ciarp. VII, 


That our intention judceth our actions. 


* HE. common fayingis, that Déath acquits us of all our bonds. I know forme that 
have taken it in another fence, Henry the feventh, King of England madea coinpofi= 

tion with Philip fon to ALaximilianthe Empcrour or (to give him amore honorable title) 
father to the Emperour Charles the fifth, that the faid Philip Cnould deliver into his hands, 
the Duke of Suffolke, his mortal} enemie,who was fled out of E ngland, and faved himéelfe 
in the Low countries,al wayes provided the King fhould attempt nothing againft the Dukes 
life; which promife hotwithftanding being neere his end sheexprefly by will and teftament 
commanded his fucceeding-fonne,that immediately after his deceafe, hie fhould caule hich 
tobe puttodeath. Inthe late tragedi¢, whichthe Duke of Alva prefented us withall at 
remarkablethings,ind worthy to 


Bruffelson the Earles of Horze and Egmond, were m any 
Egmond pon whole faithfull word and 


be noted :and among t others, that the faid Count 

affurance, the Earle of Hore was come in and yeelded himfelfe tothe Dukéof A/va, re~ 

quired very inftantly co be fir put todeath,toshe end his death might acquit and free him 

ofthe word andbond, which he ought & was engaged for,to the faid Earle of Horne,It fees 

meth that death hath ne-whit difchatged the formerof his word given, and thatthe fe- 
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fecond, without dying, was quit of it. We cannot be tied beyond our ftreneth and meanes. 
The rcafon is, becaufe the effects and executions are notany way in olir power, and except 
our will,nothing is truely in our power: ont onely are allthe rules of mans dutieeroun- 
ded and eftablifhed by neceffitic, And therefore Count Egmond, deeming his.minde and 
will indebted to his promife,how beit the power to effeét it, lay notin his hands; was'no 
doubt cleerely abfolved of his debt and dutie, alchough he had furvived the Count Horne. 
But the King of England failing of his word by his intention, cannot beexculed,though hee 
delaide the execution of his difloyaltie untill after his death. No more than \Herodotes his 
Mafon who during his naturall life, having faithfully keptthefecret of his Mafter*the King 
of Egypts treafure, when he died difcovered the fame unto his ehildren. I havein my dayes 
d) EL ie a ashe 
feene many conviéted by their owne conicience, for detaining other mens goods, yet b 
their la(t willand tettament to difpofe themfelves, after. their deceafeto make fatisfaétion, 
ane : Tis . YT C9 Ps ¥ i He 

This isnothing tothe purpofe.Neitherto take time fora matter fo urgent,not w ith fo fmall 
intereft or fhew of feeling, to goe about to eftablifh an injurie, They are indebted fome- 
what more, And by how much more they pay incommodioufly and chargeably, fo much 
the more juft and meritorious is their fatistaction, Penitence ought to charge, yet doe they 
worfe, who referve the revealing of fome heinous conccitorafteAion towards their neigh- 
bour, to their laft will and affection, having whileft they lived cyer kept it fecret. And feeme 
to have little regard of their owne honour, by provoking the partie offended againft their 
owne memory, and leffe of their confcience, fince they could neverfor the refpeéct of death 
cancell their ill-geudging affection , and in extending life beyond ‘theirs. Oh wicked and 
ungodly judges, which referre the judgement ofa caufeto fuch time asthey have no.more 
knowledge of caufes! I willas neereas I can prevent, that my deash reveale or:uteer any 


thing, my life hath not firft publikely {poken. 
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Cuar. VITI: 
Of Idleneffe. 


S we {ee fome idle-fallow grounds, if they be fat and fertile, to bring foorth ftore and 
fundrie roots of wildeandunprofitable weeds, and that to keepe them in ure we mutt 
{ubje&t and imploy them with certaine feeds for our ufe and fervice. And as wee fee fome 
women, though fingle and alone, often to bring foorth lumps of fhapeleffe fiefh, whereas 
to produce a perfect and naturall generation, they muft be manured with another kinde of 
feed : Sois it of mindes, which except they be bufied about fome fubject , that may bridle 
and keepe them under,they will here and there wildely {cCatter themfelves through the vafte 
field of imaginations. 
Sicut aque tremulumlabris ubilnmen ahenis 
Sole repercuffum, aut radsantis imagine Luna, 
Omnia pervolitat late loca, jamaue [ub anvas 
Evigitur, fummique ferit laquearia tet}. 
Astrembling lightreflected fromthe Sunne, 
Or radiant Moone on water-fild braffe lavers, 
Flies overall, in aire unpraifed foone, 
Strikes houfe-top beames, betwixt both ftrangely wavers, 
Ad there is no folly, or extravagantraving, they produce not inthat agitation. 
ae Veluti agrs fomnia, vane 
Finguntnr fpecies. 
Like ficke mens dreames, that feigne 
Imaginations vaine, 
Theimindethat hath no fixed bound, will eafily loofe it felfe : For,as wefay, Tobeeverie 
where, tstobeno where, 
Quifquie nbigque habitat, Maxime, nufqnam habies, 
iy Geod 
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5: Good fir; herhat d wels. every wheie, 
Nowheretandfay, thanhe, devels there; 3b 
It isnot long fnee retired my felfe untoamine owne honfe;: with fall purpole, asoratich 
asday imme, hor to trouble my felfe with an yDufinefles bur folitarily ‘and ejuietly to weate 
out the semainderofmy wellenigh-fpent lifesy where miethoughe Tcéulddoe my'{piric ho 
greater favour’; than to givehiin the ful fbopecafiia leneffe yiand envertaine: hit ag He ben 
pleafed and withall,to ferrld him-felfe ad heibeltdiked inibich Ehoped/he migticnow, being 
by time becomeunore ferled and ripe, accomplith verytatiby? butT finde;>: 
Vaviam femper dant oia meutem, eq eg ' 
Byermore idienefie, yYi9y 
Doth waveting mindesiaddreffe, J EIDE 
Dhar conwiariwile playing the skictith and loéfecbroken fade, he takesa hundred ‘tines 
motecaricre and libertie: unt@himfelfe) than heé did for orhers j and:begetsin me fo maby 
exwravagant Chimeraes,and fantafticall montters {fo orderleftc, and ‘Withobtany reafon; one 
bud ling upon a other, thatat leafuretowiew chefootifhnetfe and monftrous ftrangenefie 


> 
ofthe, I have begun:to keepe aregifter-of them; hoping) iff live, one day toinake hiin 


afiamed,andblufhathimleliey | ak TOR 


C mar olX: Ties 


Of Lyers. 
Here isno man living, whomit may. lefle befeemneto: fpeake:of:mnemonic, than my 
felfe,forto fay truth, Ihave noneatalli: andam fully perlwaded thar-no mans canibe 
fo weake and forgetfilll.as mine. .All other partsare inane. common and vile, but touching 
memoric,I thinke to carric theprife from all other, thathaveifwea keltyaiay and to gaine 
the reputation of ir, befides the nacurall wane Jeiaduse (for tewely confidering theneceifitie 
of ir, P/aro hath reafon to name it 4 great and mighty Goddeffe) In mycountrie, if aman 
Wwillimply chat one hath no fenfe;he will fay {uch one batho memoric and whet coms 
plaine. of mive, they reprove mejand will mor beleeve me,as.if Faccufed my felfe to be sad 
and fenfelefle. They makeno difference betweene memori¢and. wits: which is anempaifing 
of my marker: Burtkey doeme wrong for contrariwifcit is commonly teene by experieheey 
that-excellent memories do rather accoimpany, weake judgements, Moreover they wrong 
mec inthis (who can do nothing {o wellasto bea perfect friend). thacthefame words whick 
accufe my infirmitie reprefent ingratitude. From my affeétion they take held ofmy memo. 
rie, and ofa naturall defect, they infer a want ofjudgementor confeience.. Some will fay,he 
hath forgotten this enticaty or requeft,or that promife, heisnotmindfall of his old friends 
henever remembered to fay,or doe,or concealethisor that fer my fake; Verily Imay eafily 
farget, but.to neglect the charge my friend hath committedte my truft,diti¢ver. does Let 
them beare with my infirmitie, and not conclude ito bea kind of tnalice; »which is fo coms 
trari¢ an encmic to my humor, Yet am I fomewhat comforted. Firft; becaufe it is anevill, 
from which I hayechieflic drawne the reafon tecorregét a worle mifchiefe,that world eafi 
have growen npoame,that isto fay,ambition; which defegtisintolerableii them that mcd. 
dle with wordly negotiations, For as divers like¢xamples of natures progrefie fay,fhe hath 
happily ftrengthued other faculties iume, according asit hath growne weaker andweaker 
inmze, and I fhould catily lay downe'and wire-draw inyminde and judgement, upon other 
menstraces, without exercifine their proper forces, if bythe benefit of memorie; forren in: 
ventions and {trange opinions were preicat with me. That my fpéeckis thereby. fhortct:For: 
the Magazin of Memorie is peradventure more. ftored with matter, thais isthe flare: houfe 
of Invention. Hadit held outwith me,] had ere this wearied-alJ my friends with prathing:s 
the fubjects rouzing the meane facultie I haveto manage and impley then, ftrengthnitig @ 
wrefting my dilcouries. It is pitie; I haye aflayed by the trial offome of my private fricnds: 
according as their memory hath miniftsed them whole a. perfect mattet,who recoile theit 
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narration fo farie-backe, and ftuff-ic with fo many vaine cireunht ances, that if the ftory bee 
good, they (moother the goodnefleof it's ifbad, you mutt needs either cuirfe the good for- 
tune of their memofic,or lame themisfortune of their judgement. And itis no eatse matter, 
being in the midft of the catiereofa difcourfe, ro top cunningly, to make a fudden period, 
and to cut it off.And thereisnothing wherby the cleane ftrength of ahorfeis moreknowhe, 
chan to makea readie andcleane ftop. Among the skilful: 1 fee fome, that ftrive, but cane 
not ftay their race, Whileft theyJabourto finde the pointto itop their courte, they ftagoet 
and falter, as menthat fainethrough weakneffes Above all, old met ate: dangerous, ‘who 
have onely the memoric of things paft left them,and have loft the remembrance of their re- 
petitions. | have heard fome very pleafane reports become imoft itkefome and tedious inthe 
mouth ofacertaine Lord , forfornuch as alltheby-ftanders had ‘many times beene cloyed 
with them. Secondly, (4s (idan ancient Writer) chat, 7-doenst fomuch remember injuries 
veceived. Lhad need have a protnpter as Darinstiad, who norto forget the'wrong he had 
received of the Athenians, whenfoever he fate downeat histable, caufed-a page to fing t= 
tohim, Sér, remember the Athenians, and that the:placesot bookes which { redd-over, do 
ever finile upon me, with fome new novelties: Jt isnot without reafon, men fay, thathe who 
hath not a good and readie memoric, [honldnever meddle wich telling of liet, and feare to be- 
come a liar. Lam not ignorant how the Grammarians make a difference berweene {peaking 
untrueand lying ; and fay thatto fpeake untruly,isto{peake that which is falfc, but was re~ 
puted true; and that the definition of the Latin word, msenriri, whence the French word, 
mentir,is dcrived, which in Englith is to lie,implieth and meaneth to goe againft ones coti~ 


{cience: and by confequence it concerneth onely thofe, who {peake contrary to that which’ 


they know,of whom Ifpeake. Now'thefe, either invent, {eale,ftampe and all or elfe they dif- 
guife and change a true ground, When they difguife or change, ifthey be often put tothe re~ 
petition of one thing, it is hard for thein to keepeftill inone path, and very ftrange if they 
lofenot themfelves : becaufe the thing,asit is having firft caken up her ftand inthe memory, 
and there by the way of knowledge and witting,imprinted it-felfe, ic were hard it fRould 
not repredent it {elfe to the imagination, difplacing and fupplanting fal fhood, which therein 
can haveno fuch footing or ferled faftnefle: and that thecircumftances ofthe firft learning, 
filldiving into the minde , fhouldnot caufe it to difperfe the remembrance of all falfe or 
baftardizing parts gotten together. Wherethey altogether invent, forfomuch as there isno 
certaine impreffion, to front their falfhood, they feemeto havefo much the leffer feare to 
miftake or for get themfelves, which alfo notwithftanding being an airie Bodie , and with- 
out hold-faft, may cafily efcape the memorie, except it be well aflured : whereof I have ofa 
ten (ro my no final} pleafure) feene the experience , at the coft of thofe, who profeffe ne- 
ver toframe their fpecch , bur asbeft fhall fit che affairesthey negotiate’, and as beft fhall 
pleafe the great menthey {peake unto, For the circumftances to which they will fubjegé 
their credit and confcience, being fubject tomany changes, their fpeech muft likewife di- 
verfifie and change with them,whence it followeth that of one felfe-famelubject they {peak 
diverfly,as now yellow, now gray, to one man thus, and thus to another. And if perad ven= 
ture thefe kind of men hoard -tp their fo contrarie inftructions , what becomes of this 
oddly at? Who befides:, often moft foolifhly forget themfelves , and rumat randone 
Bor ,» what memoric fhallfufficethem , to remember to many different formes they have 
framed to one fame fubject? I have in my dayes feene divers that have cnvied the reputation 
ofthis worthy kind of wifedome, who perceive not , thatif there be a reputation , there 
can benocffcét. Verily, lying isan ill and detettable vice. Nothing maltes us men, and no 
other meanes keeps us tals one toanother,but our word ; knew we but the horror and 
waight of it, we would with fire and {word purfueand hate the fame, and more juftly chan 
any other crime, I fceall men generally bufied (and that veric improperly ) to punifh 
certaine innocent errours in‘children , which have neither impreffion nor confeguence, 
andchaftice and vexthem for rath and fond actions, Onely lying, and ftubbornnefle forme. 
what’ more, are the faults whofe birth and progreffe I would have feverely punifhed 
and cutoff ; forthey grow and increafe with them : and if the tongue have once gotten 
thisill habit, good Lord how hard, nay how impoffible it is tomake her leave it? wheres 
by it enfueth, that wefeemany very honeft men in other matters, to bee fubjest and ens 
thralled cothat fault, Ihavea good lad tomy tailowr, whom Ineverhcard fpeak a truth; 
no 
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noe not when it might ftand him in ftead of profit. Ifa lie had. no more faces but one,as truth 
hath, we fhould be in farre better termes than we are : For,wharfoever a lier fhould fay, we 
would take it in a contrarie fenfe. But che oppofite of truth hath many-many fhapes , and 
anundefinite field. The Pythagoreans make good:to.be certaine and finite, and evill to bee 
infinite and uncertaine, A thoufand by-wayes mifte the marke , one onely hits the fame. 
Surely I can never aflure my felfcto cometo a gdod end, to watrant'an extreme and evident 
danger, by afhamelefle and folemne lie, ‘ 

Anancient Father faith , We are better inthe companie of aknowne dog ge, than ina mans 
focierie, whofe peach is wnknowneto us. Vt externus alieno non fit homims vice. A Strang or 
tod Stranger is not like a man And how much isa falfe{peech lefle fociable than filence > 
King Frazcis the firft, vaunted himfélfeto have by thismeanes brought Francis Taverna; 
Ambaflador to Frantz Sforza,Duke of A4illane,ro a non-plus; aman very famous for his 
rare eloquence, arid facilitie in fpeéch, who had beene difpatched to excufe his mafter,coward 
his Majettie, of a mattet of gteat importance, which wasthis. The King to keepe ever fome 
intelligence in Italy,’ whence he had lately beene expelled, but efpecially inthe Dukedome 
of Millane , thousheit expedient to entertaine a Gentleman of his about the Duke > in‘ef. 
fect ashis Ambaflador, but in apparatice asa private mails’ who fhould make thew to tee 
fidethere about his particular affaires, forfomuch as the Duke, who depended much more 
ofthe Emperour ( chiefely then that he was treating a-mariace with his niece , daughter 
ofthe King of Denmarke , who is at this day Dowager of Loraine ) could not withoue 
great prejudice unto himfelfe difcoverto have any corre{pondencic and conference with us. 
For which commiffion and purpofe a Gentleman of Af%jBane, named Merveille, then fer- 
ving the King in place of one of the Quiers of his Quieric, was deemed fit. This man bes 
ing difpatched with fecret letters of credénce, and inftru@ions ofan Ambaflador » together 
with other letters of commendation to the Duke in favour’ of his particular affaires, asa 
taske and pretence of his proceedings, continued fo long about the Duke,’ that the Empe. 
rour began to have fome fufpition of him; which as we fuppote was caufe of what enfued 
which was, that under colour ofa murther committed , the Duke one night cauféd the 
faid Merveille tobe beheaded , having ended his proceffle in two dayes. Mafter Francis 
being cometo the Court , fraught with a long counterfet deduction of this ftorie (for the 
King had addrefled himfelfe toall the Princes of Chriftendome, yeaand to the Duke him- 
felfe for juftice , for fuch an outrage committed upon his fervant) had one morning au. 
dience in the Kings councell-chamber : who for the foundation of his caufe having: efta- 
blifhed and to that end projected many goodly and colourable appatences of the fact: 
namely thatthe Duke his Mafter had never taken Aferveiile for other than a private gentle. 
man, and his owne fubjeét, and who was come thither about his ptivate bufines, where he 
had never lived under othername ‘ protefling he had never knowne him to be one of the 
Kings houfhold, nor sever heard of him, much lefle taken him for his Majefties Agent. But 
the King urging him with divers objections and demands, and charging him on every fide, 
preft him fo farre with the execution done by night, and asit wereby ftealth, that the feely 
man,being much entangled and fuddenly furprifed , as ifhe would fet an innocent face on 
the matter , anfwered , that for the love and refpect of his Majeftie , the Duke his Mafter 
would haye bene very loth that fuch an execution fhould have beene done by day. Heere 
every man may guefle whether he were taken {hort or no, having tripped before fo goodly 
a nofe,as was thatof our King Francis the firft, Pope Jn/iusthefecond, having fent an Am- 
baffador to the King of England to animate him againft our forefaid King : the Ambaffa- 
dor having had audience touching his charge , and the King in his anfwer urging and in- 
fifting upon the difficultic he found and forefav in levying flich convenient forces,as fhould 
be required to withftand fo mightic, and fet upon fo puifant a King, and _alleaging cettaine 
pertinentreafogs : The Ambaflador fondly and vnfitly replied , thathimfelfe had long be. 
tore maturely confidered them, and had told the Popeofthem. By which anfwer {0 farte 
from his propofition (which was with all {peed, and without more citcumfancesto under 
take and und ergoe a dangerous warre )the King of Exg/and tooke hold of the firft argument 
which in effect he afterward found trne, which was, that the faid Ambaffador, in his owne 
particular intent, was more affeéted to the French fide, whereof advertifing his Mafter, his 
goods were all ¢onfifcate, himfelfe difgraced and he very hardly cfcaped with life. - 
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Cuar. X, 
Of readie or flow fpeech. 


Ne ne furen a tons tontes graces donnes. 
Al Gods good graces are not gone 
Toall, or ofallany one. g24 
Sodoe si le eA ofeloquence.,. fome have fuch, a facility and promptitude, 
and that which we call utterance, fo eafie and atcommandghatat all aflaics,and upon everi¢ 
occafion,they are ready and provided ; and others more flownever{peake anything except 
much laboured and premeditated. As Ladies and dainrie Dames aretaug bt rules to take re- 
creations and bodily exercifes, according to the advantage of what they have faireft, about 
them, IfI were to give the like counfel,in choferwo diffcrent advantages of eloquence wher- 
of Preachers and pleading-lawiers of ourage feemeto make. profeftion ; the flow {peaker 
in mine opinion fhould be the betrer preacher, and the otherthe better lawier. Forfoimuch 
as charge of the firft allowes him as much leifure as he pleafeth ro prepare himfelfe; moreo= 
ver hiscariere continueth ftill in one kinde without interruption : whereas the Lawyers oc~ 
cafions urging him {till upon any accidentto be ready to enter the lifts : and the unexpe- 
éted replies and an{wers of his adverfe partie,do often divert him from his purpofe,wher he 
is enforced totake anew courfe. Yet isit, that at the laft enterview which was at AZa;ferlles 
betweenc Pope Clement the feyenth,and Fraxcss the firft,our King, it hapned cleane contrae 
ric, where Monfieur Poyét,a man of chiefe reputation,and all dayes of hislife brought up to 
plead at the bar, whofe charge being to make an Ovation before the Pope, and having long 
time before premeditated and con’d the fameby,roat, yea, and asfome: report , brought it 
with him ready penned from Paris ; the very fame day it fhould have beene pronounced 3 
the Pope fufpecting he might haply fpeake fomething, might oftend the other Princes 
Ambatfadors,that were about him, fent the argument, which heat that time & place thought 
fitteft co be treated of,to the King, but by fortune cleane contrarie tothat which Payer, had 
fo much ftudied for : Sothat his Oration was altogether fruftrate , and he mut prefently 
frame another, But he perceiving himfelfe unable for ir, the Cardinall Belay was faine to 
fupply his place and takethat charge upon him. The Lawyers charge is much harder than 
the Preachers: (yetin mine opinion) fhall we find more paflable Lawyers than commen 
dable Preachers, at lcaft in France. It feemeth to be morc proper to themind, to have her 
opcrationready and fudden, and more incident to the judgement, to have ir flow and confi- 
derate, But who remaineth mute,if he havenoleifure to prepare himtelfe,and helikewife to 
whom leifure giveth no advantage to fay better, are both in one felfe degree of ftrangenefie, 
It is reported that Severus Caffius {pake better extempore,and without premeditation. That 
he was more beholding to fortune,than to his diligence ; that to be interrupted in his fpeech 
redounded to his profit : and that his adverfaries feared to urgebim , left his fudden anger 
Should redouble his eloquence, know this condition of nature by experience, which cannot 
abide a ychement and laborious premeditation : except it holda free,a voluntaric, and felfe 
pleafing courfe,it cannevercometo a goodend. We commonly fay of {ome compofitions, 
that they finell ofthe oile,and ofthe lampe, by reafon of a certaine harfhneffe, & rudenefle, 
which long plodding labour imprints in them that be much elaborated But befidesthe care 
of well-doing,and the contention of the minde, overttretched to her enterprife, doth breake 
& impeach the fame; evenasit hapneth unto Water, which being clofely pent in,through it’s 
ownc violenceand abundance, can not finde iffue at an open gullet, In this condition of na- 
ture, whereof I now {peake,thisalfo is joyned unto it, that it defireth not to be pricked for. 
ward by thefe ftrong paffions, as the anger of Ca/fiue (for that motion would be over-tude) 
it ought notto be violently fhaken , but yeeldingly folicited : itdefireth tobe rouzed and 
prickt forward by ftrange occafions, both prefent and cafuall. Ifitgoe all alone, it doth but 
languifh and loyter behinde :agitation is her life & grace.I cannot well containe my felfe in 
mine owne poffeflion & difpofition, chance hath more intereft in it than my felfe ; occafion, 
company, yea the change of ny voice,drawes more from my minde than I can finde the rein, 
when by my felfe I fecond and endeyorto empley the fame, My words likewifeare better 


than 
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than my writings , if choicemay be had in fo worthlefte things. This alfo, hapneth unto 
me, that where | {eeke my felfe, I finde not my felfe :and I finde my felfe more by chance, 
than by the fearch of mine owne judgement, J] fhall perhaps hayecaft foorth fome fuciletie 
in wuiting, heply dulland harfh for another , but fmooth and curious, for my felfe. Ler 
usleaye ali thefe complements and quaintnefle. Tharis {poken by everie man, accordin 

to his owne ftrength, J have fo loftit, that I wot not what I would have faid > and ftran. 
pers have fometiines found it before me. Had Talwayesa razor about me, where that hap- 
neth, I fhould cleane razemyfelfeour. Fortune may at fome other tine inake the light 


thereof appeare brighter unto me, than that of mid-day 5 and will make iiee wonder at 
mine owne faltring or fticking in the myre, 
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Cnr ar,.XI, 
Of Prognoftications, 


§ touching Oracles it is very certaine, thar long before the comming of our Saviour 
A Tels Chrsst , they had begun tolofe their crédi : for we {ee that Cigerolaboureth to 
finde the caufe of their declination :and thefe be his words: (ur ifto modo jam oracnla Del- 
phts non edun'nr non modo nostra arate, Sedjamdin, we nihil poffte effe contemptins ? Why in 
like fort are not Oracles now sttered, not onely in our times, but a goed while fince , fou now 
nothing can be more contemptible? Butas for other Prognoftikes, thar were drawnc fiom 
the anacomie of bealtsin facrifice,to which Plate doth in foe fort afcribe the naturall con- 
ftitution ofthe internall members of them,of the fcraping ofc hickins, ofthe flight of bird s, 
Aves qualdam rerum augurandarum caufa natas effe putamus.We are of opsnion,certain birds 
were even bred to prognofticate fome things; efthunders, of turnings and backe-recoure of ri~ 


vers. Multa cernuxt arulpices :multa au ures provident :multaoraculis declarantur: msla 
‘x 


vaticinationibus: multa fomnys : multa portentis. Soorh sfayers fee much: bsrd-prophets fore~ 
See asimuch : much is furerold by Oracles ; much by prophecies ; much by porremtuons fignes, 
and others, upon which antiquitie grounded moft of theirenterprifes, as well publine as 
private: our religion hath abolifhed them. And albeit there remaine yet amongitus fome 
meanes of divination inthe ftarres,in fpirits,in fhapes of the body,in dreames,and elfewhere 
a notable example of the mad and fond curiofitie of our nature, ammutfing it felfe to preoc= 
cupate fucurethings,as ifit had not cnough to doe to digelt the prefent. 
~ cur hanc tibirettor Olyngps 

Sollicitds vifitm mortalibus addere cxram, 

Nofcant venturas ut dira per omnia clades ? 

Sit fubitum quodsunque paras, fitcacafuturi 

Mens homtnum fiati, liceat fperare timenti. 

Why pleas’d it thee, thou ruler of the {pheares, 

To adde this careto mortals care-cloe’d minde, 

That they their mifric know,ere it appeares ? 

Let thy drifts fudden come; let men be blinde 

T’wards future fate: oh let him hope that feares, 

Ne wtile quidem est (cire quid futurum fit + Milernm eS enim nibil proficienrem Angi. Ie 

x5 not fo much as profitable for us,t0 know what 36 to come, for st 0 a mi [erable thin 1g » A MAR 


fhould fret and be vexed,anddo no good. Yet isitof much lefle authoricie,loe here wherefore ” 


the example of Frances Marquis of Saluxzo hath feemed remarkable unto me : who being 
Lievtenant General unto Francts our King,& over all his forces, which he theii had beyond 
the Mountaines in Jta/ie, a man highly favoured in al our court, and otherwife infinitly be- 
holding tothe King for that very Marquifate, which hisbrothe: had forfeited : and havi 

No occafion to doe it, yea and his minde and affections contradicting the fame, fiffered him- 
felfeto be frighted and deluded (as it hath fince been manifeftly prooyed) by the fond pro- 
gnottications, which then throughout all Evrope yere given out to the advantage of tlie 
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Emperor Charles the fift , and to our prejudice and difadyantage ( but {pecially in Ltaly, 
where thefe foolifh predictions had fo much poffeffed the [ralians, that in Rome werelaid 
great wagers,and much money given out upon the exchange,that we fhould urterly be over- 
throwne) that after he had much condoled, yea and complained with his fecret friends, the 
unavoidable miferies .which he forefaw prepared by the fates againft the Crowne of 
France, andthe many friends he had there, he unkindly revolted, and became a turne-cote 
onthe Emperors fide,to his intolerable loffe and deftruétion , notwithftanding all the con- 
ftellations then reigning. But was drawne unto it asa man encompaffed and befet by-divers 
affions; for having both ftrong'caftles , and all maner, of munition and ftrength in his 
owne hands, the enemies armie under e4tonio Leva about three paces from him, and we 
nothing miftrufting him, it was in his power to do worfe than he did.’ For notwithftanding 
kis tieafon, we loft neither nran nor towne,except Foffan, which long after was by usftoutly 
contefted and defended. 
Prudens futuri temporis exitam 
CG aliginosa notte premit Deus, 
Ridetque, fi mortals ultra 
Fas trepidat. —— 
Our wife God hides in pitch-darke night 
Offuture cime th’event decreed, 
And laughes at man,ifman (affright) 
Feare more than he to feare hath need. 
Ike potens {us 
Latu(g, deget, cutlicet in dtem 
Dixiffe, vixi,cras vel atra 
Nabe polum pater eccupatos 
Fel fole puro, 
He of himfelfe lives merily, 
Who each day, I have liv’d, can fay, 
To motow let God charge the skie 
With darke clouds, or faire fun-fhine-ray. 
Latne in prafens animus quod ultra eft, 
Oderit curare. 
For prefent time amery mind 
Hatesto refpeé& what is behind. 
And thofe which take this word ina contrary fenfe are inthe wrong. I/fa fic reciprocan- 


Cicdiv Lip. pata ; <r) ; 
ARUP surat & fi divinatio fit, dy fint,Off di fint,firdivinatio. This confequence ts fo reciprocal, if 
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a therebe any divination , there are Gods 3 and tf therebe Gods, there is divinatson. Much 
1 


more wilely Pacuvius. 

Nam iftis qui lingwam avium intelligunt, 
Plufg, ex alieno jecore fapiunt, quam ex {H0r 
Magis audsendum, quam an ifcnlrandum cenfeo. 
Who underftand what language birdsexprefle, 
By their owne, than beafts-livers knowing leife, 
They may be heard, nothearkned to, 1 guefie, 

This fo famous art of divination ofthe Tuskanes grew thus, A husband-man digging 
very deepe intothe ground, ‘with his plough-fhare,{aw Tages,a demy-God appeare out of 
it, with an infantine face, yet fraught with an aged-like wifedome. Alltaen ran to fee him, 
and both his words and knowledge were for many agesafter remembred, and collected, 
containing the principles and meanesof thisart. An of-fpring furableto het progreffe, [ 
would rather direét affaires by the chance ofdice , than by fuch frivolous dreames. And 
truly in allcommon-wealths , men have ever afcribed much authoritie unto lot. Plato in 
the policie which he imagineth by diferetion , aferibeth the deciding of many ymportant 
effeéts unto it , and amongft other things would haye marriages betweene the good to bee 
contrived by fot. And giveth fo large privileges unto this cafuall election , that he ap- 
poitits the eae proceeding from them to bee brought up in the countrie; and thofe 


herne of the bad to be banifhed and fent abroad, Notwith{tanding ifany of thofe fo exi- 
led 
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led fhall by fortune happen, whileit he is growing , to fhew foie good hope of him-felfe, 
that he may be revoked and fent-for backe,and fuch amongft the firft-as fhall in their youth 
give {mall hope of fucure good to be banithed, I fee fome chat ftudie,plod, and glofie their 
Almanackes, and in al] accidents alleage their authoritie. Aman were as good to jay, they 
muft necds {peake truth and lies. Qsss eff enim qui torum diem jaculans, non aliquando con- 
Lineet? Forwho ts hethat fhooring ak day, lometimes bits nor the white? I thioke not the ber- 
tcrofthem, though what they fay proove fometimestrue. “It were morceertaine , if there 
wereeither a rule oratruth to lic ever, Secingno man recordeth their fables , becaufe they 
are ordinarieand infinit ; and their prediétions are madeto be of credit , becaufe they are 
rare,incredibleand prodigious.So anfwered Diagoras{urnamed the Atheift (being in Samo- 
thrace,) to him, whein fhewing him divers vowes and offrings hangiag in the Temple, 
broughtthither by fuch as had efcaped fhipwracke, faid thus unto him :Youthat thinke the 
Godsto have ne care of humsane things, what fay you by fo many men faved by their grace and 
helpe? Thus ts +t.dowe,anfwered he: Thofe which were drowned forre exceediig their number, 
ave not here fcr-foreh, Cicerofaith , That amongst all other Philofophers that have avowed 
and ackpowledged the Gods,onely Xenophanes the Colophonian hath gone about to roor ons all 
manerof divinatton\cis fo mueh the lefle to be wondred at,ifat an y time we havefeene fome 
of our Princes mindesto their great damage, relie upon fuch likewanities! I would to Ged, 
I had with mine owne eyes {ene thofe two wonders, mentioned inthe booke of Jeachinthe 
Abbat of Calabria, who foretold all the Popesthat fhould enfie, together with their names 
and fhapes : And chat of Lee the Emperor, who fore-{pake.all the Empcrors and Patriarkes 
of Greece. This have | {cene with mine owne eyes,thacin publike confifions, men amazed 
at theit owne fortune, give themfelves headtlong, as it were tovall manerof {u peritition, to 
{earch in heaven the caufes and ancientthreats of their ill-lucke; & in my time are fo ftranges 
ly fuccetfefull cherein,as they have perfwaded me , that itisan ammufing of fharpe and idle 
wits,that fuch as are inured to this fubtletie,by folding and unfolding them, may in al! other 
writings be capable to findelout whatthey fecke-after, But above all their dark,ambisuous, 
tantafticall,and propheticall gibrifh, mendsthematter much, to which their authors never 
givea plainefente, that pofterity may apply whaymeaningand conftrustion it fhall pleafe 
unto it. The Demon of Socrates was peradventure acertaineimpulfion or will, which with- 
out the advice of his difcourfe prefented it felfe unto him, Ina minde fo well purified and b 
continuall exercife of wifcdome and vertue fo wel prepared; as his was,it is likely, his inclis 
nations(though rafh and inconfiderate) were ever of catmoment, and worthie to be fol. 
lowed. Every man feeleth in himflfe fore image of {uch agitations ofa prompt, vehement 
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S< cafuall opinion. It isin me to give them forme authoritie that affeord fo little to our wifee 


dome. And I have had fome, equally weake in reafon,and violent in perfwafien anddifiwa- 
fion(which was more ordinarie to Socrates) by which I have'fo happily and {0 profitably 


fuffed my f{elfe ro be tranfported, as they might perhaps be thoughtto containe {ome mats 
cer of divine infpiration, 


a , 


Cuar, XII. 
Of Conftancie, 


He law of refolution and conftancie implicthnot, wefhould not, as much as lieth in 

our power fhelter our {elves fromthe mifchiefes and inconveniences that threatenus, 
not by confequence feare, they fhould furprife us. Contrariwifé, al! honeft meanes for 2 
matt to warrant him{clfe from evils arenot onely tolerable, but commendable, And the 
part of conftancie is chiefly a&ted, in firmely bearing the inconveniences, againft which ne 
remédie isto be found, So that, there is no nimbleneffe of bodie, nor wealding of hand- 
weapons, thac we will reject; if itmay inany fort defend us from the blow , meant at us, 
Many moft warlike nations in their confli@s and fights ;ufed retreating and flight as a prin- 
cipalladvantage , and fhewed their backs to theit enemie much more dangeroufly than 
their faces, The Turkes at this day retaine fomething of that humour. And Socrates in 
Plate doth mocke at Laches, becaufe he had defined fortitude, to keepe herfelfe fteadie in 
her - 
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The firft Booke.. 
her rancke againit her enemies ; What, faith hee, were itrhen cowardife to beat them in gi- 
ving them place? And alleageth Homer againtt him, who-commendeth We Aime dg his skill 
infying and giving ground. And becaule Laches being'becteradvifed ; avowerh tharctt. 
{tome to be among (t the Scithians,and generelliy armongtt: alkhorfemen 4: he alleasettY fir- 
ther unto.him the cxample oféhe Lacedemonian fo otndd(waation above all other ted ‘to 
fight,on foot) wha inthebattell of P/atea; unableto opemand.to put'to rowe'thie Petfian 

Phalabx, advited themfelves to fcatter and puethemfelves backe:, that de-by’ the Spittion 
oftheir flight , they mighcafthey-fhould punfue therm ruth inupon ther; atid pit that’ fo 
Combined=mafld torout. Byswhichmeanes they-gained the victorie.:' Touching ‘thé Sci- 
thians,it isrepouted,that when Dering wennto fubdue them, he feneritit Kitig inany re- 
prochfull{peeches, for fo muchias heeever daw bitn retitecand give grourtid before him;*and 
toayoid, the maine. battell..Ko,whorn fidathirfez ‘(for fe was hisnathe) anfwetdd) chat 
Lhey did it not for feare of hiu, nor Aryather mantivung; bantharit was the ‘fafhion of his WiA— 
tio sommarch thia,t.as having ncirher cities, nor honfes,nor mannved lant to deferd,or to feare 
their encmics foould reape any. Commodisie by thems. Bitifhee!hadsfo greata delite te feed 
on them,he might draw neeres coview the place of cheirancient Sepulchers; and” there hee 
fhould.mect with whom to fpeakehis belly+full, Notwithftanding wheira than fs‘ otice 
Withinweach of cannon-fhot,andas itwere point-blancke before theit’) “asthe fortuae’of 
warre doth diverfe times bringmemunto,itill befeemetharefolute mindeé to ftarc-afide; or 
bedaunted at the threat of a fhot becaufe by the violenceand fuddénneflethereof wee deeine 
it inevitable : and.there are fome, who by lifting up ofa hand) or ftooping their head have 
fometumes given their fellowes caufe of laughtersyet-haye wefcene, that in the voyage, the 
Emperour.Charles the fifth made againit usin Provence, the Marquis of G#a/to, beine gone 

outtofurvey theciticofe Aries, and fhewne himiclfe out of a winde-mill, ‘under colour of 
which he.was come fomewhat netre the Towniejhe wasdifcovered by the Lord of Boxevall, 
and. th¢,Senefhall. of Agenois, whowere walkipg upon the Theatre 47% dvenes (fo called 
in. French becaufe itis full offand).who fhewing himsto the Lord of Villiers; Commiftatie 
of the Artillerie. hee mounted acul verinfolevell, ‘that had notthe Marquis perceived the 
fire,and fo ftarted afide, it wasconftantly affirmer, hee had beene {ior through the bodys 

Likewifenot many yeeres before, Lorence of ALedicis, Duke of Vrbin ) and father to the 

Queenesmother of France, befieging Mondolphe; aplaceinJtalie, in the province’ name 

Picariate, {eeing fire givenitoa piece that ftood uptight upomhim , fto6ped his head | and 

well-befcll him that he plaide theducke, sforotherwife the bullet » Which went tight 6ver, 
and within alittle of his head, had doubelefle fhorhiin through the paunch. Bur to fay truth, 

I will never thinke thefeanotions were thadewith difcourfe for what judgemeiit can you 

give ofan aime , cither highorlowinamacter fo'fudden >? It may rather be thought thar 
fortune fayoured their feare :and whichan othet time mightas'well bee a meare to make 

them fall into the cannons-mouth, as toavoid the fame. Icannot chufé , ifthe cracké of 4 

musket doe fuddenly ftreeke mine eares, in aplace where! leaft looke for it; but ? mut 
needs {tart at-it : which I have feene happento men of better fort than my felfe. Nor doe 
the Stoickes meare; thatthe Soule 6ftheir wife man in any fort refi(t the firft vifions and 
fudden fantafies, that furprifethe fame ; but ratherconfent thar, as it Were unto.a natural] 
fubjeétion, he yeelds and fhrinks unto the loud clattering and roare of heaven, or of fome 
violent downefall ; forexample-fake, unto palenefle; and contraétion! Solikewifein other 
paflions, alwayes provided, his opinion remaines fafe and whole, an 
reafon, admit no tainting or alteration whatever sand heenawi 
and fufterance. Touching thefirft part; thefame hapneth tohim, 

otherwife concerning the fecond, .Forthe impreflion of paffions d 

ciallinhim : but rather penetrates even into the fecret of teafon, 
thefame, He judgeth according to them, and¢onformeth himéel 
cifely the {tate of the wife Stoicke: 

Mens immota manet. lachryma volwuntur inanes. 

Hisminde doth firme remaine, 

Teares are diftill’d.in vaine. 

The wife Peripatetike doth notexempt himfelfe from perturbations of the mind > but 

doth moderatethem. 
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Here isnio fuibje& fo vaine,that defetverh'not'a place ti this rapfodie, Te were a stable 
MO ditomtene untolour common tiles, both towards an equal “bit ore ¢ 

perfon,not to meere with you in your hoiifd, fih¢ have otice warned You chat lcdnte: 
Aad Afargaret Queene of Navarre , was wont toh y torhis putpole, Phat trwas dkinde 
ofincivilitre ina gentleman,to depart frons his honfe.zs the fafhion 3,40 meet with hing that ws 
comming to hrws,how worthy foever he bé : and tharit more agrecth with crviliric aad dep 
toftay for him at home,and thereto entertathe himbexcept it were for fedre the ffi ‘ 
milfehis way + and that ir fufficech to companie and jdt upon him,when he ts otig ghz; 
againe. As tor me, Toftentimés forget both thefe vaitié offices’. as dneéthar endevoureth to 
abolifhiall matier of ceremonies in my houfé, Som: will bee offended atit, what can’ Pade 
withall? TI hadrather offend'a ftraneer once, then iny felfecverie days’ for it were aconti- 
nuall fubjeétion: To what end'doemen avoid the {ervitude of Coase pend eotercaiie the 
fame in their owne houfes? Moreover it is a common taleinall aficmblies; that hee Who 
isthemeancr man , commeth firft tothe place appoitited’, forfornuct as it belongs to the 
better man tobe ftaid-for, and'waited upon by the other. “Neverthelefle we fiw that ar the 
enterview, prepared at (Merceilles betweené Pope Clement the feventh , and Prix}; the 
firft, King of France; the King having appointed all néceffaric preparations, wenic him-{clfe 
outofthe Towne, and gave the Pope twoorthree dayes Teafure, to make hrs entrie into it, 
and to refrefh himfelfe, before’héwould come to meethim there.” Likewile atthe ineéring 
of the faid Pope with thé Emperour at Bologka, the Emperour_ gave the Pope advantage 
and leafure to be firft there, and afterward eamehinnfelfe. It is ( fay ‘they ) an’ orditarie 
ceremonie at entetparlits bet wéene firch’ Pritices , that che better man fhould ever cote 
firft to the place appointed ; yea before him in whofe countrey the aflembly is : and they 
take itin this fence, thatit is, becaufe this complement fhould teftifie, he is the better 
man, whom the meaner goeth to fecke, and that hee fueth uato him, Not onely each-coun- 
trey, but every Citic, yea and every vocation hath his owne particular decorurn. I have 
very carefully beenebrought up in minéinfancie, and have lived in veric good company, 
becaufé I would not bee ignorant of the good maners of our countrey of Fraace, and] am 
periwaded Imight keepeafchooleefthem, I loyeto follow them, but nor fo cowardly 
as my life remaine thereby in fubjection. They have fome painfull formes in them, which 
ifa man forget by difcretion, and not by errour, hee fhallno whit bee difgraced. I haye 
often feene men proove unmanerly by too much maners , and fmportunate by over. mue hi 
curtefie, The knowledge of entertainment is otherwifea profitable knowledge, It is,as 
Stace and beautie ate, the reconciler of the firft accoa ftings of fociety and familiarity :and 
by confequence, it operieth the entrance to inftrud us by the exatuple of others, and 
to exploit and produce our example , if it haye any infttucting of communicable thing 
in it. 


te nares artes escalate 


CHar. XIV. 


nice aa re Janine ne 


Men are punilhed by too-much opiniating themfel-ves ina place 
Without reason. 


~ 


himéelfein the traine of yice :infuch fort, thatunlefic asman know-their tight bounds, 
which in truth are not enafudden, caf ly hit upon, he may fallinto rafhnefle, obftinacie, 


and 


T J Alour hath hislimits as other vertues have : whichifa man out-go,. hee fhall find 
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and folly. Forthis confideration grew thecuftome wee hold in warres, to punifh, and 
that with death, thofe who wilfully opiniatcthemfelves to defend a place, which by the 
rules of warre, cannot be kept. Otherwife upon hope of impunitie, there fhould bee no 
cottage, that might not entertaine an Atmie. The Lord Conftable Momorancie at the fiege 
of Pavia, having beenc appointed to pafie over theriver Ze/ize, and to quarter himfelfe in 
the fuburbs of Saint eAstonie, being impeached by atower, that ftood atthe end of the 
bridge, and which obftinately would needs hold out, yea and to be battered, caufed all 
thofe that were with-in it,to be hanged. The fameman afterward accompanying my Lord 
the Dolphin of France iv his journey beyond the Alpes, having by forcetaken the Caftle 
of Villane, and all thofe that were within the fame, having by the furie of the Souldiers bin 
put tothe fword, except the Captaine, and his Ancient, forthe fame reafon , caufed them 
both to be hanged and {trangled : As did alfo, Captaine AZartin du Bellay, the Governour 
of Turin, in the fame countrey, the Captaine of Saint Bony = all therett of his men having 
beene maflacred at the taking ofthe place. But for fomuch asthe judgement of the ftrength 
or weakenefle of the place, is taken by the cftimate and counterpoife of the forces that af- 
faile it (for fom man might juftly opinionate himfelfe againft two culverins, that wold play 
the mad-man to expect thirtie cannons) wherealfothe greatnefle of che Prince conquering 
mutt be confidered, his reputation, and the refpeét that is due unto him : there is danger 
aman fhould fomewhat bend the ballance on that fide. By whichtermes it hapneth, that 
fome have fo great an opinion of themfelves, and their meanes, and decming it unreafo- 
nable, any thing fhould be worthic to make head againft them, that fo long as their for- 
tune continueth, they overpaffe what hill or difficultie foever they finde to withftand orse- 
fiftthem : As isfeene by the formes of fommonings and challenges, that the Princes of 
the Eaft, and their fircceffors yet remaining have in ufe, {0 fierce, fo haughtie, and fo full of 
a barbarous kinde of commandement. And in thofe places where the Portugales abated the 
pride of the Indians, they found fome ftates obferving this univerfall and inviolable law, 
that what enemie foever he be, that is overcome by the Kingin, perfon , or by his Lieuce- 
nant, isexempted from all compofition of ranfome or mercie, So gboveall, aman who is 
able en take heed, left he fall intothe hands ofan enemic-judge, that is victorious and 
armed, 
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Of the punifbment of coward; /e. 


I Haye heretofore heard a Prince, who was a yery great Captaine, hold opinion, thata 
fouldier might not for cowardife ofheart be condemned to death : who fitting at his ta~ 
ble heard report of the Lord of Vervins fentence,who for yeelding up of Bollein, was doo= 
med to lofehishead. Verily there is reafon aman fhould makea difference between faults 
proceeding from our weaknefic, and thofe that grow from our malice. For inthe latter we 
are directly bandied againft the rules of reafon, which nature hath imprinted in ys; and in 
the former it feemeth, we may call the famenature, asa warrant, becaufe it hath left us in 
fuch imperfection and defeat. Soas diversnations have judged, that no man fhould blame 
us for any thing we doe againft our confciencé. And the opinion of thofe which condemne 
heretikes and mifcreants unto capitall punifhments, is partly grounded upon this rule : and 
the fame which eftablifheth , that aIudge or an advocate may not bee called to account 
for any matter commited in their charge through oyerfight or ignorance, But touching 
cowardife,itis certain,the common fafhion is,to punifh the fame with ignominie & thame. 
And fome hold that this rule was firft put in praétice by the Law. giver Charondas,and that 
before him the lawesof Greece were wont to punifh thofe withdeath, who for feare did 
runaway from a Battell : where hee onely ordained, that for three dayes together, cladin 
womens attire, they fhould be made to fit in the market-place : hoping yet to have fome 
fervice at their hands, and by meanes of thisreproch, they might recover their courage a- 
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Icappearetl alforhat che Roman lawes did in former times punifh fuch as had run away, 
by death, For eAmmianas. A Lancellinus reporteth, that Julian the Emperor condemned ten 
of his Souldiers, whoin a chargeagainft che Payehiaas, had buc turned their backs from its 
firft to be degraded, and thea to futter death, as he faith according to the ancient lawes, who 
neverthelefie, condemnerh others for a like faulr, under the enfigne of bag and baggage, to 
be Kept among{t the common prifoners, The fharp punifhment ofthe Romans again{t thofe 
Souldiers that cfeaped from Caawe: and inthe fame warre againgt thofe thar accompanied 
Cu. Fulvine in his defear, reached not unto death, yet may aman feare, fuch open fhame 
may make them defpaire, and not only proye faint and cold friends, burcruelland fharpe 
enemies. Inthe time of ourforetathers, the Lord of Frauget, Whilom Lievtenant of the 
Marfhall of Cha‘tellions company, having, by the Matfhall of Chabanes beene, placed Go- 
vernor of Foatarabic, in ftead of the Barle of Lude, and having yeelded the fame unto the 
Spaniards, was condemned to be degraded of all Nohbilitie, and not onely himfelfe, but all 
his facceeding pofteritie declared villains and clownes, taxable and incapable to beare 
armes; which {evere fentence was put in execution at Lyons, The like punifhment did after- 
ward all che Gentlemen fufter, that were within Gxife, when theBarle of Nan(aw entred 
thetowne': and otliers finces Neverthelefle ifthere were fo groffe an ignorance, and fo app2- 
rant cowardize, as that it {hould exceed all ordinary, it were rcafon it fhould be taken for a 
fufficient proof of inexcufable treacherie,and knaverie, and for {uch to be punifhed, 


Cuap. XVI 
A tricke of certaine Ansbaffadors. 


Nall mytravels:I did ever.obferve this éuftome, that is, alwaies to learne fomething by 
Tine communication of others (which isone of the beft {chooles that may be) to reduce 
thofe I confer withall, to {peake ofthat wherein they are moft converfant and skilful. 

Bafti al nochiero ragionar de’ venti, 

~Albifolco de tori, le fue piaghe 

Cons il guerrter,comi.sl paltor gl’ armenti. 

Sailers of windes plow-men of beafts take keepe, 

Let Souldierscount their wounds, fhepherds their fheepe, 

For commonly we fee the contrary,that many chufe rather to difcourfe ofany other trade 
ehan their owne;{uppofing itto be fo muchnew reputation gotten:witnes the quip Archidas 
mits cave Periander,faying that hefofookethe creditofa good Phyfitian,to becomea paltry 
Poet. Note but how Cefar di(plaieth his inventionat large, when he would have us conceive 
his inventions how to build bridges ,and devices, how to frame other war-like engins ; and in 
re{pect ofthac how clofeand fuccinét he writes, when he {peaketh of the offices belonging 
to his profeffion, of his valour, and of theconduét of his war-fare, His exploits prove hina 
amoft excellent Captaine, buthe would be known for a skilful Ingenier, aquality fome- 
what itrange inhim. Diony/ins the elder wasa very great chieftaine and Leader in warre, as 
a thing beft fitting histortune : but he greatly laboured by meanes of Poctry, toaflume high 
commendation uuto himfelfe, howbeit he had but little skill in it, A certaine Lawier was 

, not long fincebrought tofce a ftudy, ftored with alllmanner of bookes, both of hisowne, 
and ofall other faculties, wherein he found no occafionto entertaine himfelfe withall, but 
likea fond cunning clarke earneltly bufied himfelfe.to giofle and cenfure a fence or ‘barri- 
cado, placed over the fcrewofthe ttudy, which a hundred Captaines and Souidiers feeeyc- 
tie day, without obicrying or taking offence at them. 

Optat ephippia bos pigersoptat arare caballus. 
The Oxe would trappings weare, 
The Horie, ploughs-yoake would beare, 
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By this courfe you never come to perfeétion,or bring any thing to good pafie. Thus mutt 
airianendevour to induce the Architeét, the Painter, the Shoomaker to fpeake of theit 
owne trade, and fo of the reft, evéry man in his vocation, And to this purpofe am I wont, in 
reading of hiftories (which isthe fubject of inoft men) to confider who are the writers: I 
they be fich as profeflenothing but bare learning, the chiete thing I learne inthem, is their f 

Fl I beleeve them in whatfoever they fhall report concerning 


ftile and language : if Phyfitians, atfoever tt ; nin 
the temperateneife of theaire, the health and complexion of Princes, ot of hurts and infir- 


mities: If Lawicrs,we fhould obferve the controverfies of rights,titles,and pretenfes of lawes 
and cuftomes, the eftablifhinents of policies, and fuch like things: If Divines, we may note 
the affaires of the Church, the Ecclefiafticall cenfures,difpenfations,cafes of confcience, and 
marriages: If: Courtiers,manners,complements,ceremonies,and entertainments :If Warriors, 
what belongs unto their charge, but chiefly the managing and conduct of the atchievements 
or exploits wherein they have been themfelves in perfon : If Ambaffadors, the negotiations, 
intelligences,pract ices,policies,and manner how to direct,complot,and conduct them, And 
therefore what in another Writer I fhould peradyenture have curforie pafled over, I have 
with fome advifednefle confidered and marked the fame in the hiftorie of the Lord of Lan- 
gey, aman moft expert and intelligent in fuch matters : which is,that after he had exadtly fee 
downe and declared thofe glorious, and farre-fercht remonftrances of the Emperor Charles 
the fifth made in the confittorie of Rome, in the prefence of the Bifhop of A4afcon, and the 
Lord of Fe//7,our Ambaffadors; wherein he entermixed many bitter and outrageous words 
avain{tus; and amongft others, that if his Captaines and Souldiers were not ot much more 
faithfulneffe and fufficiencie in the art of warre than our Kings, he would forthwith tiea 
rope about his necke, and gocaske him mercy : whereof he {cemed to beleeve fomething : 
for afterward whileft he lived, he chanced twice or thrice to utter the veri¢ fame words, 
Moreover, that he had challenged the Kingto fight with him, man to man in his fhire, with 
Rapier and Dagger in a boat. Thefaid Lord of Langey, following his ftorie, addeththat 
the faid Ambafladors making a difpatch of what had pafled untothe king, diffembled the. 
chiefeft part unto him, yea and concealed the two precedent articles from hin. Now me 
thought it very ftrange, that it fhould lie in the power of an Ambaffador to difpence with 


ee 


any point, concerning the advertizements he fhould give unto his Mafter, namely of fich 
confequence, pres, fuch ap and {poken in fo great an affembly, whereas me 


feemed it fhould have beene the office of a truftie fervane, truly and exactly to fet downe 
things asthey were, and in what mariner they hid flicceeded : to the end the libertie of 
difpofing, judging and chufing, might wholly lie in the mafter. For to alter and conceale 
thetruth from him, for feare hefhould confter and take it otherwifechan he ought, and 
left that might provokehim to fone bad refolution ; and in che meane while to fuffer hign 
to be ignorantof his owne affaires, mee thought fhould rather have appertained to him 
thar giveth the law, than to him that receiveth the fame ; tothe Mafter or over-feer of the 
{choole, and not to him who fhould thinke hisnfelfe inferior as well in authority,as in wife 
dome and good counfell. Howfoever it werf, I would be loth be  ufed in mine owne 
{mall and particularbufinefle, we doe fowi lingly upon every flight occafion and pretence 
neglect and forgoe commandement, and are fo farre from obcying, that we rather ufurp 
a kinde of mafterie, and free power : every man doth fo naturally afpire unto liberty and 
authoritie, that no profit ought to befo deare untoa fuperiour, proceeding from thofe 
that ferve him as their fimple and naturall obedience. Wholoever obeyeth by difcretion, 
and not by fubjection, corrupteth and abufeth the office of commanding. And P. Craf/ns he 
whomthe Romans deemed five times happy, when he was Confull in 4a, having fenta 
Grecian Inginer, to bring the greateft of two fhip-mafts before him, which he had feene 
in eAthens, therewith to frame an engine of batterie: This man under colowr of his 
skill,prefumed to doe otherwifethan he was bidden,and brought the lefler of the two mafts 
which according to his arts reafon heedecmed the fitteft. Crajfe having patiently heard 
his reafons and allegations,caufed him to be well whipped;preferring the intereft of true dif 
cipline, before that of the worke. Onthe other fidea man might alfo confider, that this fo 
Ariét obedience belongs but to precife and prefixed commandements. Ambafladors have 
amore fcopefull and freecharge, which in many points dependeth chiefly of their difpofi- 
tion. They doc not meerely exccute, but frame and direét by their owne advice and counfell, 
the 
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the will of their Mafter, [have in my dayes feene fome perfous of commandementjchecked 
and found fault withall, becaufe they had rather obcyed the literal] {enfe,.and bare words.of 
the Kings letters, than the occafions of the affaires they had in hand. Men of underfan- 
ding and experience doc yet arthis day condemue the cultome ofthe King’s of Perfia, which 
was to mince the inftructions given to their Agents, and Licytesants fo finally chatiache 
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leatt accident they might have récourfe to their directions and ordinances: This d clay, ini fo 
farre reaching a {cope of domination, baying often brought grcat prejudice, and notabl 
dammage unto their affaires, And Craffus writing untoa man ofthat profellidn, and adver 
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tizing himof the ule whereto he purpofed the forcfaid matt; feemeth he jot to enter into 
conference with him concerning his determination, and wilh him to interpole his cenfure 
or adyite of it, 
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Of feare. 


€ Dh upnis feterantqne comes & vox faucibus has 
Iftood agalt, my haire onend, 
My jaw-tidetongue no fpecch would lends 


Amy no good Naturalift (asthey fay) and 1 know nat.well by whatforings fearedoth 
| Rees in Us: but well I wetitis.a ftrauge paffion: andasPhyfitians fay,there is none doch 
foonet tranfport ,oltr. judgement, opt of his.due feat, Verily I have feeme divers become 
mad ahd fenfeleffe for feare : yea and in him, who is moft fertled and belt refolved, it iscer- 
taine thar whileft bis. fit.continueth, ic begerteth many fitange dazthings, and terrible a- 
mazements. i, bim, 1 Omit to fpeake of the, vulear fort, to. whom: it, fometimes repres 
fenteth {trange apparitions astheir fathers and grandfathers shofts, rifen.out of their. grayes, 
andintheir winding fheets:and.to others it fomtirnes fhewerh Larves;Hobgoblins,Robbin- 
good-fellowes, Sky fuch other Bug-beares aud Chimeraes. But even, among(t Souldiers, 
with whor it oughtto have nocredir at all, how. oftenhath fhe changed a flocke of. fheep 
into a troupe of armed men? Bufhes and. shrubs. into men-at-armes and Lanciers> our 
triends into our enemies ?. and ated croffe intoa white?. Ac what time the Dake of Bour- 
bon tooke Rome, an Ancicnt that kepe fentinell,, inthe borough Saint Peer, wasat che firlt 
alarum furprifed. with fuch terror, that with his colours, in-his hand, he fuddenly threw 
himfelfe thorow.the hole of a breach out of the Citic, and fell juttinthe midft of his enc- 
mies Sippoting sve way,.to goe ftraight inthe beart.of the Cities but inthe end he no fooner 
perceived the Dukeof Burbons troupes, advancing to withitand him, imagining it to, bee 
fome falliethe Citizens madethat way, hee better bethinking himfelfe, turned head, and 
thevery fame way, hecame out,he went into the towne againe, which was more than tliree 
hundred paces diftance towards the fields, The like happened, but not fo fuccesfully unto 
Captaine /#/ina his enfignesbearer at what time Saint Pad/ wastaken from us by the Earle 
of Bures,and the Lord of Rez, who was fo frighted with feare,that going about to caft hime 
{elfe overthe towne wals, with his Adciedt iG his -hand, dr to creepe thorow a {pike-hole, 
he was cut in peeces by the affailants. At which fiege likewife, that horrorand feare is very 
memorable, whichfodid choake,feize upon, and freeze the heart of d gentlendan;that having 
received no hurtat all, he felldowne ftarke déad uporithe ground before the breach. The 
like paffion rage doth fometimes pofleffe's whole multitude. In one of the encounters 
that Germanicus had with the Germanes, two mightie troupes were at one inftant fo frigh- 
ted withfeare, that both betooke shemfelves to their heeles, and ran away two contrary 
wayes, theone rightto that place whence the other fled. It fometimies addeth wings unto 
our heeles, asunto the firft named, aud other times it takes the ufe of feet froin us: as we 
may reade cf Theophilus the Emperor, whoin Rane heeloR againit the Agarens, was 
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fo amazed and aftonied that he could not refolve to {cape away by flight: aded pavor etiam 
anxiliaformidat : Feare % fo afraid ever of that {vould help Untill fuch time as ALznpel,one 
of the chiefe leaders in his armie, havinig rouzed and fhaken him, as it were out ofa dead 
fleepe, {aid unto him, Sir,éfyou will not prefently follow me, 1 will fit rely killyon, Sor better were 
st you fhonld lofe your lefe, than being takenprifouer, lo fe ‘your Empire and all. Thendoth the 
fRew the utmoft of her power,when for her owne fervice,fhic caits us off unto valour,which 
it hath exacted from our duty and honor. In the firft fet bartell,the Romans loft againft Hz- 
nibal, under the Conful Semprontus, atroupe of w el-nigh ten thoufand footmen, was fo 
furprifed with feare,that feeing ne other way to take,nor by what other courfe to give their 
bafenes free paflage, they headlong bent their flight toward the thickeftand ftrongeft {qua- 
dron of their enemies, which with {uch furie it rowted and brake through, as it diftanked, 
and flew a great number of the Carthaginians : purchafing a reproachfull and difgracefull 
flight,atthe fame rate it might have gained a moft glorious victorie, It isfeare I {tand moft 
in feare of. For,in fharpnefie it furmounteth all other accidents, What affeStion can be more 
violent and juft than that of Pomspeyes friends, who in hisowne fhip were {pectatorsof that 
horrible maflacre ? yet is it, hat the feare of the A.gyptian failes, which began to approach 
them, did in fuch fort daunt and skarethem, that fome have noted, they only bufied them: 
felvesto haftenthe marriners,to make what {peed they could,aud by maine ftrength of oares 
to fave themfelves, untill fuch time, as being arrived at Tyre, and that they were free from 
feare, they had leafure to bethinke ‘themfelyes of their late loffe, and give their plaints and 
teares free paila ge,which this other ftronger paffion had fufpended and hindred. 

Tum pavor fapientiam omnem mihi ex anime expettorat. 

Fearethen unbreatts all wit, 

That in my minde did fic. 

Thofe who in any skirmith or fudden bickering of warre have beenthroughly skared 
fore-hurt, wounded, and gored asthey be, are many times the next day after, brought to 
charge againe. But fuch as have conceived a true feare of their enemies,it is hard for you to 
make them looke them in the faceagaine. Suchasare in continual feareto lofe their goods 
to be banifhed,. orto befubdued, livein unceffant agonie/and languor ; and thereby often 
lofe both their drinking, their eating,and their reft. Whereas tht poore, the banifhed, and 
feely fervants, live oftenas carelefly and as pleafantly astheother. And fo many men, who 
by the impatience and urging of feare, have hanged, drowned, and headlong tumbled 
downe from fom rocke, have plainly taught us, that feare is more importunate and into- 
lerable than death. The Gracians acknowledge another kinde of it, which is beyond theer- 
ror of our difcourfé: proceeding ,as they fay, without any apparent caufe,and from an hea- 
yenlyimpulfion. Whole Nations and Armies’are often feene furprifed with it. Such was 
that, which brought fo wonderfulla defolacion to Carthage, where nothing was heatd bur 
lamentable out-cries,aud frightfull exclamations : the inhabitants were {tene defperately to 
runne out of theit houfes,astoa fuddenalarum,and furioufly to charge, hurt, and eater-kill 
oneanother, asif they had beenie encmies'come to uflirpe and poffee'their Citic.’ All 
things were there in adifordered.confufion, and 'in 2 confifed furie, untill fuch time asby 
praiers and factifices they had‘appeafed the wrath oftheir Gods, They callit to this day,the 
Paniketerror. 
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C war. 
That we /bouldnos judge of our happineffe, untill after 
our death, 
Seilicer ultima femper 
Expettanda dies homint est decique beatws 
Anze obitum nemo, fupremaguefancra deber. 


We mutt expeé of man the lateft day; 
Norer’ehe die, he’s happie, can we fay. 
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He very children are acquainted with the ftorie of Crafzsto this purpole: who beiny 

i ogee by Cyrus, and by him condemned to die, upon the poiitt of, his execution, exied 
out aloud : Oh Solon; Solow! which words of his, beiig reported to Cyrs3 who inquiting 
what hemeant by them, told him, hee now arhisowne cott verified the advertifement Son 
Jonhad before times given him? which was, that noman, .what.cheerefulfiand blandifhing 
countenance foever fortune fhewed them, may rightly deemé himfelfe happie,till {uch time 
as he have patled the laft day of his life,by reafon of theuncertaintie and vicifficude of hul 
mane things, which by avery light motive, and flight ocealion, are often chanyed from one 
to another cleanecontrary {tate and degree, And therefore Agefilaus anfwered one that 
counted the King of Perfia happy, becaufe being very youngyhe had gotten the garland! of 
fo mightie and great a dominion : yea but faidhe, Priam atthe fame ag¢ wasnes wthappy. 
Of the Kings of AL acedon,that fuccecded Alexander the ereatfomewere afterward {enero 
become Joyners and Scriveners at, Rome : and of Tyrants of Sset/iz, Schoolema{ters at-Ce- 
yinth: Onc that had conquered halfe the world, and been Emperour overfo piany Ariniies, 
became an humble; and miferable furerto the raskally officers of a kingofe-Egype ~ Atfo 
high atare did that great Pompey purchafe the irkefome prolonging of his difé but for five or 
fix moneths, And ia our fathersdaies, Lodowicke Sforzey teenth Dukeof AGsilane, undet 
whom the ftate of Italie had fo long beene turmoiled and fhaken, wasfeenetodie a wreta 
ched prifoner at Loches in France, but not till he had lived and lingered teinyedires in thrals 
dome, which wasthe worft of his bargaine. The faireft Queene, wife to the greateft King of 
Chrifteridome,was fhe not lately feene to die by the hands ofan executioner? Ohunwor- 
thie and barbarous crueltie! And a thoufand fuch examples. For, it feemcth that as the fea- 
billowes and furging waves, rage and ftormie againft the furly pride and ftubborne height 
of our buildings ; So are there above, certaine fpirits that envie the rifing profperities and 
ereatnefie heerc below. 
is V (que adeo res humanasves abdita quadam 

Obterits pulchros fafces favalqnefecures 

Proculcare, ac ludibrio fibi habere videtu?. 

Ahidden power fomens {tates hath out-worne 

Faire {words, fierce {cepters, fignes of honours borne, 

It {eemesto trample and deride in {corne. 

Aud it feemeth Fortune doth fometimes narrowly watch the lait day efourlife, thereby 
to fhew her power, and in onemoment to overthrow whatfor many yeares together fhe 
had beene crecting,and makesuscrie after Laberins, Nimirnms bac die tna plus vixi, mihi 
quai vivendumfuit. Thus it is, Ihave lived longer by this one days than J foould, So may 
that good advice of So/en be taken with reafon. Bur forfomuchas hee isa Philofopher, with 
whom the favours or disfavours of fortunc, and good or ilk luck haveno place, and are not 
regarded by him; and puiffances and grcatneffes, and accidents of qualitie,are well nigh int- 
different : I deemeit very likely he had a further reach; and meant that the farne good for. 
tuneofourlife, which dependeth of the tranquillitie and contentment ofa welborne minde, 
and of the refolution and affurance of a well ordered foule, fhould néver be afcribed unto 
man,untill he have beene feene play the laft aé&t of his comedie,and withoutdoubt the har+ 
deft, In all the reft there may be fome maskes either thefe fophifticall difcourlts of Philofo- 
phieare not inus but by countenance, or accidents that never touch us tothe quick, gives 
alwaies leafure to keep our countenance {etled, But whenthat lait patt of death, and of our 
felyes comes to be acted, then no diflembling will ayaile, then is it high time to {peake 
plaine Englith,and put off all vizards : then whatfoever the pot containeth muft be fhewne, 
be it good or bad, foule or cleane,wine or water. 

Nam vere veces tum denumpettore ab ime 
Ejicinnturse eripitur perfonasmanet res, 
For then are fent true {peeches from the heart, 
Weare our felves,we leave to play a part. 
Loe heere, why at this laft caft, all ourlives other actions muft be tride and touched. Ic 


isthe mafter-day, thedaythat judgeth all oshers :. it istheday, faith anawacignt Weiter, 
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that muft judge of all my forepaffed yeares. To death doe I referrethe eflay of my ftudies 
Fruit, There fhall wee fee'whether my difcourfe proceed from my heart, or from my mouth. 
I have feene divers,by their death, either in good or evill, give reputation to all their fore- 

affed life, Scipio, father in law to Pompey,in well dying, repaired the ill opinicn which us- 
tillehat houre men had ever held of him.Epaminondas being demanded, which of the three 
he eftecined moft,cither Chabrias, or Iphscrates, ov himielte ; Li & neceffary,faid he, thar we 
be feene to diesbefore your queftion may well be refolucd, Verily we fhould fteale much from 
him, ifhe fhould be weighed without the honour and ereatnefle of his end. God hath wil- 
led itjas he pleafed : but inmy time three of the moft cxecrable perfons, that ever] knew in 
all abomination of life and the moft infamous,haye beene feen to die very orderly and qui- 
etly,and inevery circumftance compofed even unto perfeétion, There are fome braveand 
fortunate deaths. Ihave feene her cut the twine of fome mans life, with a progrefle of won 
derful advancement,and with fo worthic an end even in the flowse of his grow th,and {pring 
of his youth,that in mine opinion, his ambitious and haughtie couragious defignes, thought 
nothing fo high,as might interrupt them : who without going to the place where be preten~ 
ded, arived there more glorioufly and worthily, than cither his defire or hope aimed at. 
And by his fall fore-went the power and name, whither by hiscourfe heafpired. When I 
judge of other mens lives, Tever refpect, how they have behaved themfelves in their end ; 
and my chiefeft ftudy is, I may well demeane my telfc at my laft galpe, chat is to fay,quiet- 
ly; and conftantly. 
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That to Philofophie,ts to learne how todie. 


Icero faith, thatto Philofophée is no other thing, than for awsanto prepare himfelfe to 
death : which is the reafon,that ftudie and contemplation doth in fome fort withdraw 
our foulefrom us, and feverally employ it from the body, which isa kind of apprentifage 
and refemblance of death; or elfe it is, that all the wifdome and difcourfe of the world, 
doth in the end refolve upon this point,to teach us, notto fearetodie. Truly either reafon 
mockes us,or it only aimeth at our contentrent,and in fine,bends all her ravell to make us 
five well,and asthe holy Scripture faith, af omr eafe.Allthe opinions of the world conclude, 
that pleafureisourend howbeit they take divers meanes unto,and for it,elfe would men re- 
jet them actheir firft comming.For, who would give care unto him,that for it’s end would 
eftablith our paineand difturbance? The diffentions of philofophicall fects in this cafe,are 
verball: Tranfcnrvamue Jolertiffimas nngas:' Let ws run over {uch over-fine fooleries, and 
Subrillerifies. There is more wilfulneife and wrangling among them, than pertaines toafa- 
cred profefhon. But what perfon a man undertakes to aét, he doth ever therewithall perfo- 
nate hisowne. “Allthough they fay, that in vertue it felfe, the laft {Cope of our aime is yo- 
luptuoufhes. It pleafech meto impoftune their eares ftill wich this word,which fo much of« 
fends their hearing : And ifitimply any chiefe pleafure or exceeding contentments, it isra- 
ther due to the affiftance of vertue, than to any other fupply, voluptuoufnes being more 
ftrong,finnowie,fturdie,and manly,is but more {erioufly voluptuous, And we fhould giveit 
thename of pleafure, more favorable, {weeter, and more naturall ; andnot termeit vigor, 
from which it hath his denommation Should this bafer fenfuality deferve this fairename.it 
. fhould be by competencie,and not by privilege. I finde it lefle yoid of incommodities and 
crofles,than vertue, And befides that, her tafteis more flecting, momentaric, and fading, fhe 
hath her fafts, her eves, and hertravels, and both fweat amd bloud, Furthermore fhe hath 
particularly fomany wounding paffions,and of{o feverall forts and fo filthieand loathfome 
a focietie waiting upon her, that fhee is equivalent to penitencie. Wee are inthe wrong, to 
thinke her incommoditiesferve her as a ptovocation,and feafoning to her {weetnes,asin na- 
ture one contratic is vivified by another contraric: and to fay, when we come to yertue, that 
like fucceflesand difficulties overswhelme it, and yeeld it auftere and inacceffible, Whereas 
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much more properly then unto voluptuoufnes, they ennobled, fharpen, 
that divine and perfect pleafure, which ic meditates and procutreth ts, Ty 
worthie her acquaintance, that counter-balianceth her cofk to his fruit, and 
the graces nor ule of it. Thofe who go about to. infirudct us how hci puitvic is very bardand 
laborious, and lier jovifance well pleafiig and delightful: what elfe tel] they us, bur thar 
thee isever inpleafant ahd irkfome > For, what humane meane did ever attaine unto an ab- 
folute enjoying of it ? The perfectelt have beene content but to aft 
without ever polefling her.But they are deceived ;fecing that ofall the pleafires we know. 
the purfute of them is pleafant. The enterprife is perceived by the qualitie of tly thine, whi 

it hath regard unto : for it is a good portion of the effect arid confubftanriall. That happines 
and felicitie, whith fhineth in vertue, replenifheth her approaches and appurtenances, cyen 
unto the firft entrance and utmoft barre. Now of all the benefits of vertue, the 
death isthe chiefcit,a meanethat farnifheth our life with an cafc-Sill tranquillitie,and gives 
us 2 pure and ainiable cafte of it : without which every other yoluptuoufnes is extinenifhed, 


Loe,here the reafons why all rules encounter and agree with this article, And albcir they all 
leade us with a common accord to defpife griefe, povertie, and ort 


animate, andraife 


ly he is verie un- 
i 


owes neither 


ive and aporoach her 


contempt of 


2 common et accidental! croffes, to 
which mans life is fubj=<t, it is mot with an cquall care: as well becaufe accidents are not of 
fach a necefficic, for moft men pafle their whole life without feeline any want or povertie 
and other-fome witliout fecling any griefe or ficknes,as Xenophilus the Mufitian, who Send 
an hundred and fix yeares in perfect and continuall health : as alfo if che w 
may atall times,and whenfoever it fhall pleafcus, cut off all otlicr incon 
fes.Butas for death, it is inevitable. 

Owmzes eodem cogimsr, mini nwa 

Verfatar urna, fersus, Oc y Hes 

Sors exituras® nos in aer- 

vinms éxithnm smpofitnra cymbé. 

All to one place aredriv’n, of all 

Shak’t isthe lot=pot, where-heace fhali 

Sooner or later drawne lots fall, 

And to deaths boat foraye enthrall. 

And by confequence,iffhe make us affeard it is a continual fubje& of torsmment,and which 
canno way be eafed. There is no ftarting-hole will hide us from her, fhe will finde us where- 
foever we are, wemay as ina fufpected countrie {tart and turne here and there : gue quali 
faxum T axtalo femper impende:: Which evermore hangs like the lone over the head of Tan- 
talus > Our lawes doe often coudemne and fend malefaétors to be executed in the fame place 
where the crime was committed : to which whileft they are going, leade thei along che 
faireft houfes, or entertaine hein with the beft cheere you can, < 

nor Sicule dapes 

‘Dulcem elaborabunt faperem? 
Non avium, citharaque cantus 
Somnum reducent. 

Notall King Denys daintie fare, 
Can pleafing tafte for them prepare : 
Nofong of birds,no mufikes found 
Can lullabieto fleepe profound, 

Doe you thinke they cantake any pleafitre in it? or be any thing delighted ? and that the 
finalliatent of theit voiage being {till before theireiés, hath not altered aid altogether di- 
firaéted their tafte from all thefe commodities and allurements 2 


orit happen,death 
yeniences and crof, 


eAndit iter, numeratque dies,[patiogue viarum Claad. inRuff, 4. 


Metsur vitam, torquetur pete furura. a 

He heares his journey, counts his daies, fo meafures hie 

His life by his waies length, vext with the ill hall be. ; 

Theend of ourcaricre is death, iristhe neceflarie object of our aitne:if it affright us how 

18 it poffible we fhould ftep one foot further without an ague?. The remedie of the vulgar 
fort isnot tothinke on it. But from what brutall ftupidirie may fo groffe a blindneflé come 
upon him *he mutt be made to bridle his Affe by the taile, - 
ot 
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Qui capite ple {uo inftitnit veftigta retro. 
Who dotha courfe contrarie runne 
With his head to his courfe begunne. 3 
Ir is no marvell if he be fo often taken tripping ; fome doe no fooner heare the name of 
death fpoken of, but they are afraid yea the molt part will crofie themfclves,as ifthey heard 
the Devillnamed. And becaufe mention is made of it in mens wils and teftaments, I war- 
rant you there is none will fet his hand to therm, til che Phyfitian have given his laft dootne, 
and utterly forfaken him. And God knowes, being then betweenefuch paine and feare, 
with what found judgement they endure him, For fo much as this fyllable founded fo un- 
leafantly in their cares, and this voice feemed fo ill-boding and unluckie, the Romans had 
beached to allay and dilate the fame by a Periphratis.In liew of faying he is dead, or he hath 
ended his daies, they would fay, he hath lived. Soit belife,be it paft orn, they are come 
forted :from whom we haveborowed our phrafes quondarm, alias, or late fich aone.Jernay 
haply be, as the commen faying is,the time we live,is worth the mony we pay for it. Iwas 
bore between eleven of the clocke and neone, the laft of Februarie 1533. according 
to our computation,the yeare beginning the firft of J anuarie, It is buta fortnight fince I was 
39. yeares old. I want at leaft asmuch more, If in the meane time I fhould trouble my 
thoughts witha matter {o farre from me;it were but folly, But what ? we fee both young 
and old toleave their life after one felfe-fame condition, No man departs otherwife from it, 
than ifhe but now came to it,feeing there is no man fo crazed bedrell, or decrepic, fo long 
as he remembers AZerhufalems, but thinkes he may yet live twentie yeares. Morcover, fecly 
creature as thou art, who hath limited the end of thy daies ? Happily thou prefumeft upon 
Phyfitians reports. Rather confider the effe&t and experience, By the common courfe of 
things, long fince thou liveft by extraordinarie favour. Thew haft alreadie over-paft the or- 
dinarietearmes of common life: And to prove it, remember but thy acquaintances and tell 
me how many more of them have died before they caine to thy age, than have either attai- 
ncd or outgone thefame : yea and of thofe that through renoune have eanobled their life, if 
thou but regifter them,] will lay a wager, will finde more that have died before they came 
to five and thirty yeares, than after. It isconfonant with reafon and pictie, to take example 


by the humanity of Jefus Chrift,who ended his humane life at three and thirtie yeares. The 
preateft man that ever was being no more than aman, Imeane Alexander the great, ended 
his dayes,and died alfo of that age. How many feverall meanes and waies hath death to fur- 
prifcus! 


Quid quifque viret, nungwam homini [atic 
Cantnm eit in horas. 

A mancannever take good heed, 
Hourely what he may Run and {peed, 

1 omit to {peake of agues and pleurifies; who would ever have imagined, that a Duke 
of Brirtanie fhould have beene ftifled to death in a throng of people, as whilome wasa 
neighbour of mine at Lyons, when Pope Clement made hisentrance there ? Haftthou not 
{eene one of our late Kings flaine in the middeft of his {ports ? and one of his anceftors 
dic miferably by the chocke of an hog?E/ehslus fore-threatned by the fall ofan houfe,when 
he ftood moft upon his guard, ftrucken dead by the fallofa Tortoife thell which fell out of 
the tallants ofan Eagle flying in the aire ?and another choaked with the kernell ofa grape ? 
And an Emperour die by the {cratch of a combe, whileft he was combing his head: And 
emylins Lepidus with hitting his foot againfta doore-feele? And Axfidins with ftumb- 
ling againft the Confull-Chamberdoore as he was going in thereat? And Cornelis Galiss 
the Prator, Tigilliens Captaine of the Romane watch, Lodowike fonne of Guido Gonzaga, 
Marquis of AZanrwayend their daies betweene womens thighs ? And of a farre worfeexam- 
ple Spex/ippusthe Plantonian Philofopher and one of our Popes ? Poore Bebinsa Judge 
whileft he demusreth the fute ofa plaintife but for eight daies,behold his lattexpired; And 
Cains Inline a Phyfitian, whileft he was annointing the cies of one of his patients,to havehis 
owne fight clofed for ever by death. And if amongft thefe examples, Imay adde one of a 
brother of mine, called Captaine Saint Marcin, aman ofthree and twentie yeares of age 
who had alreadie given good teftimonie of his worth and forward valour,playing at tennis, 


: 7 o ; ° . . . 
seceived a blow with a ball, chat hit him a little abovethe right eare, without apparance of 


any 
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any contufion, brufe,or burt, and never fitting or refting upon it, died within fx houses after 
ef an Apoplexie,which the blow of the ball caufed inhim, Thefe fo frequencand ordinaty 
examples, hapning,and being ftill before our cies, how isit poffible for man to foreo or fors 
et the remembrance of death?and why fhould itnot continually {eeme unto us,that thee is 

ftill xeady at hand to take us by the throat?What matter is it, will you fay unto me,how and 
in what manner itis, fo long asa man doe not trouble and vex hicfelfe therew 
this epinion,that howfoevera man may fhrowd or hide himfelfe from her dart, yea Were ic 
under an one-hide,I am notthe man would fhtinke backe+ it fifficeth metolive at my cafe; 
and the beft recreation I cau have,thatdoe I evertake ; inother matters, as little yainglori_ 
ous,and exemplare as you lift, rt 
pratulerim delivus iner{ane videri; 

Dum mea deletent mala me,vel denique fallant, 

Luam fapere & ringi. 

A dotard J had rather feeme,and dull, 

Some my faults may pleafe make me a gull, 

Than to be wife,and beat my vexed {cull, 

Butit is follyto thinke that way to come unto it, They come, they goc, they tror, they 
daunce: but no fpeech ofdeath. All that is good fj port. But if the be once come, and ona 
fuddenand openly furprife, either them, their wives, theit children, ortheir friends, what 
torments, what out-cries, what rage, and what Secesire doth then overWhelmethem ? aw 
you ever any thing fo drooping,fo changed,and fodiftradted ? A maa muft looketo it, and 
in better times fore-{ee it. And might that brutifh earcleflenefle lodge inthe minde of a man 
of underftanding (which I find altogether impoffible) fhefelsws her ware ac an over-deere 
rate : were fhean enemieby mans wit tobe ‘avoided, I would advife inen to borrow the 
weapons ofcowardlineffe: but fince it may not be,and that be you either a coward or a run- 
away an honeft or valiant man, fhe overtakes you, 

Nempe & fagacem perfequitur viram, 

Necparcit imbellis juventa 

Paplitibus, ttemidoque ter ga. 

Shee perfecutes theman that flies, 

Shee {paresnot weake youth to furprife, 

But on their hammes and backe turn’d plies. 

And thatno temper of cuirace may thield or defend you, 

Tile licet ferro eantus fe condat & ere, 

Mors tameninclufum protrahet inde caput. 
Though he with yron and braffe his head emipale, 

Yet death his head enclofed thence will hale, 

Letuslearncto ftand, and combather wich a refolute minde, Andbeing to rakethe 
greateft advantage fhe hath uponus from her, ler us takeacleane contrary way from the 
common, |et us remove her ftrangeneffe from her;let us converfe, frequent? 4nd acquaint dur 
felves with her,let us have nothing'fo much in minde as death lec us at all times and feafori 5, 
and inthe uglicft manner that may be, yea withall faces (hapen and repréfent the fame mito 
ourimagination.: Atthe ftumbling of a horfe; arthe fall ofa ftone, at theleaft prick with 
apinne,let us prefently ruminate and fay with our felyes, what if it were death it {elfe > and 
thereupon let us takeheart of grace, and call our wits tovether to confront her, Amiddett 
our bankets,feafts,and) pleafures, let us ever have this re(traint ot objeét before us,that is the 
remembrance of our condition, and letnot pleafure fo imuehimiflead or tranfport us, that we 
altogether neglect or forget, how many waies, our joyes, or our feaftines, be fubject mito 
death, and by how many hold-fafts thee threatensusandther, °So-did the Egyptians, 
who inthe middeft of their banquetings, and inthe full of their gteateltcheere, caufed the 


anatomic ofa dead man to be brought beforethem,as’a memorandum and warnin g tothejr 
guefts, 


Omsnem crede diem tibi dilnxiffe [upremum. 
Grata fapervenier, qua non fperabitur hora. 
Thinke every day thines on thee as thy laf, 
Welcome it will come, whereof hope was patt. 
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It is uacertaine where death looks for us;let usexpect her everie where:the premeditation 
of death, is a fore-thinking of libertic, He who hath learned to dic hath unlearnedtto ferve. 
There isnoevill in life, forhimrhat hath well conceived, how the privation of ‘life is no 
evill. To know how to die,doth free us from all fubjection‘and conftraint.Paslus eA milius 
anfwered one, whoin that miferable king of Macedon his prifoner fent to entreat him, he 
would not lead him in triumph,let him make that requeft unto himfelfe. Verily, if Nature 
afford. not fome helpe,inall things, it isvery hard that-art and induftrie fhould goe farre 
before. Of my felfe, I am not much given to melancholy, but rather todreamin§and flug- 
gifhnes, Thereis nothing wherewith J have ever more entertained my felfe, than wath the 

5 imaginations ofdeath, yea in the moft licentious times of my age. 
ii | Catuleleg.4, 16- Iucundum,chm.atas florida ver ageret. 


i When my ageflourifbing 
Did {pend it’s pleafant fpring. ; ; 
i | Being amongft faire Ladies,and in earneftplay,fome have thought the bufied,or mufing 
| with my felfe, how to digeft fome jealoufic, or meditating on the uncertaintic offome con= 
ceived hope, when God he knowes, I was.entertaining my felfe withithe remembrance of 
| fome one or other, that but few daies before wastaken with) a burning fever, and of his fo- 
daineend, comming from {uch a feaftor meeting where I wasmy felfe, and with hishead 
full of idle concejts, of loye,and merry glee; fuppofing thefame, either ficknes or end;tobe 
as neere meas him. 
Tam fuerit, nec poff,uuguam revocare licebit. 
Now time would-be, no more 
You.can thistime rcftore,; 
Idid no moretrouble my felfe or frowne at fuch a conceit, thanatany other, Itisim- 
offible, we fhould not apprehend or feele fome motions or ftartings at {uch imaginations 
at the firft, and comming fodainely uponmsy -but deubrlefic, he that fhall manage and. me- 
ditate upon them with an impartiall eye, they will afluxedly, in traét oftime, become fami- 
liar to him : Otherwife for my part, I fhould be.in.continall feareand.agonie ; for no man 
did ever more diftruft his life,nor make leffe account of hiscontinuance ‘Neither can health, 
which hitherto I hayefo long enjoied, andiwhich fo feldome hath been crazed, lengthen 
my hopes, nor any fickneffe fhorten them of it, At every minute mechinkes I make anef- 
cape. And Iunceflantly recordunto my felfe, that whatfoever may be done another day, 
may be efteéted this day. Truly hazatds arid: dangers doe little or nothing approach usat 
ourend : And if weconfider,how many mort there remaine,befidesthisaccident, which in 
number more than millions feeme to threaten-us,and hang over us; we fhall find, that be we 
found or ficke,luftie or weake,atfea or at land, abroad.or athome, fighting or at reft, in the 
middeft ofa battell or in our beds, the iseyer alikeneereuntous, Nemo altero fragilior e&, 
semo in craftinam {ui certior. No man ts weaker then other ; none furer of himfelfe (t0 eve ) 
till to morrow. Whatfoever I have to doe before death,allleafureto erid the fame, feemeth 
fhort unto me, yea were it butof one houres. Some body, not long fince turning ever:my 
writingtables, found by chance a memorial of fomething I wouid have done after my 
death; Itold him (asindeed it was true, ) that being but arile from my houfe,and in per- 
feét health and luftic,1 had made hafteto write it,becaufe J could notafluremy felf I fhould 
ever come home in fafety ; Asone thatam ever hatching of mine owne thoughts,and place 
them in my felfe: Iam ever prepared about, that which Imay be: norcan death ( come 
when fhe pleafe) put ms in mind of any uew.thing, A man fhould ever,as much as in hie, 
lieth be ready bootedto take his journey, and aboyeallthings, looke hetiave thennoth ing 
todee but with himfelfe, 
Hor bet. gdat6. Quid brevi fortes jaculammr avo 
ulta? 
Toaimeé whyare weeverbold, 
At many things in { fhort hold ? 

Forthen we fhall have worke fufficienit, without any mote accreafe,Some man complai- 
neth more that death doth hinder him from theaflured cowrfe of an hoped forvigtorie, than 
of death it felfe; another criesout, hefhould giveplaceto her, before he haye married his 
daughter, or directed the cour of his childrens bringitigup.; another bewaileth hemuft 
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furidoe his wives company: another moaneth the lotfe of his children the chiefeit commo-< 
dities of his being. [am now by m=anes of the mercy of God in fuch a taking, that without 
regret or grieving at any worldly matter, Tam prepared to diflodge, Whenfoever he fhall 
pleafeto call me: Lam every where free : my farewell is foone taken of all my friends,excepe 
of my felfe. No man did ever prepare himfelfe to quit the world mote fimply and fully, or 
mote generally fpake of all thoughts of it, than Iam fully affured I thall doe. Thedeadeft 
are the bet. ae 
on Mifer, 6 mifer (ainnt ) omnia ademit. Lust dib.3.943. 
Vina diesinfe/tanathi tot pramiavire : 
O wretch, O wretch, (friends cry) oneday, 
All joyes of life hath tane away: 
And the builder, 
maneant (faith he) opera imterrapts, mined, Ai, ten. bbm, 
Murorum ingentes. ; 
The workes unfinifht lie, 
And walls that threatned hie, 
Aman fhould defigne nothing fo long afore-hand, or at leatt with fiach an intent, as to 
paffionate himfelfe to feeche end of it ; we are all borne to be doing. Ovid.ani:tibs; 
Chim moviar, medinns folvar G inter opms. 61.19.36 
When dying I my felfe fhall {pend, 
Ere halfe my bufineffe cometo end, 
I would have a manto be doing, and to prolong his lives offices, as much as lieth in him, 
and letdeath feize upon me, whileft lam fettiag my cabiges, careleffe of her dare, buc 
more of my unperfect garden. I faw one die, who being at his latt gaipe, uuceflantly 
complained again{t his deftinie, and thatdeath fhould fo unkindly cut him off in the mid. 
deft of an hiftorie which he had in hand » and was now come to thefifteenth or fixtesath of 
our Kings. 
Llud i his vebus non addunt, nec ribi earnns,, 
Lam defiderisms rerum {> uper infider wna. Lacy, ib.3.944. 
Friends adde not that in this cafe, now no more 
Shalt thou defire, or want things witht before, 
Aman fhould rid himfelf of chefe vulgar and hurtfull humours, Even as Church-yards 
were firft placed ad joyning unto churches, and in the moft frequented places of the City, to 
enure (as Lycurgmefaid) the common people, women and children, not to be skared a¢ 
the fight of a- dead man, and to the ead that continual! fpectacle of bones, fculs, tombes, 
graves atid burials, fhould forewarne us of ourcondition, and fatall ends 
Quin etiam exhilarare virss conuswia cede Syleitedd.r1 
MM)s olim, & mifcere epulis pettacnla dirg. y << 


Certantum ferrs, fepe & Super spa cadentum eS 
Pocula, refperfis non parce {ungmine mani. 

Nay more,the manner was to welcome guefis, 

And with dire thewes of flaughter to mix feafts, 

Of them that fought at fharpe, and with bords tainted 

Ofthem with much bloud, who o’re filll cups fainted. 

And even as the A-oyptians after their feattings and caroufings, caufed a great image of 
death tobe broughtin and fhewed to the guefts and by-ftanders, by one that cried aloud, 
Drinke and be msry for fuch fate thou be when thow art dead: So have! learned this cutome 
or leffon, to hayeal waies death, not only in my imagination, but continually in my mouth. 
And there is nothing Idefire more to be informed of, than of che death of men: that isto 
fay, what words, what countenance, and what face they fhew at their death 3 and in rea. 
ding of hiftories, which {0 atrentivel y oblerve, It appeareth by the fhuffling and hudting 
up of my examples, Laifect no fubject fo particularly as this, Were asompofer of books, 
Iwould keepe a regifter, commented of the divers deaths, which in teachine men to 
die, fhould after teach them to, live. Dsceareus made one of that title, but of another and 
lefle profitable end. Some man will fay to mee, the effeetexceeds the thought fo farre, 
thasthere is no fence o fure, or cunning fo cettaine, but a man fhall cither lofe or forget, 
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if ke come once to.that point ; let them fay what they lift : to premeditate on.it, giveth no 
doubtagreat advantage ¢ and itisnothing,at the leaft to goc {o farre witheut difmay or al+ 
teration, or, withoutan ague ? There belongs more to it : Nature her felfe lends her hand, 
and gives us courage, If it bea fhott and. violent death, wee have no leifure tofeare it ; if 
otherwife,] perceive that according as I engage my felfe in fickneffe,I doe naturally fall into 
fome difdaiie and contempt of life, I finde that {have more adoe to digeft this refolu- 
tion, that I fhall die when Lam in health, than I have when am troubled with a, fever: 
forfomnchasI haveno more fuch fat hold on.checommodities of life, whereof I begin 
to lofe cheufe and pleafire, and view deathin.the face witha lefle undanted looke, which 
makes me hope, that the further I goe fromthat, and the nearer I approch to this, fo much 
more cafily doe] enter in compofition for. their exchange, Evenas DPhave tried in many 
other occurrences, which Ca(ar affirmed , that often fomethings feeme greater, ‘being 
farve from us, than if they. bee, neere athand.: have found. that being in perfect health, 
I have much more beene frighted with fickneffe ,. than when “J have felt it. The 
jollitie wherein live, the pleafure and the ftrength make the other feeme fo difproportio- 
nable from that, chat by imagination I amplifiethefe commodities by one moitic, andap- 
rchended them mich more heavie and burthenfome, than I feele them)when I have them 

upon my fhoulders. The fame Lhope will happen to me of death. Confider we by the or- 
dinary mutations, and daily declinations which we fuffer, how Nature deprives us of the 
ght of our loffe and empairing : what hath an deed man left him of his youths vigor, and 
his forepaft life? 

Hen fenibus vita portio quanta manes' 

Alas to men in yeares how finall 

A part of life is left in all? 

Cafartoa tired and crazed Souldier of his guard, who in the open fireet cameto him 
tobeg leave, he mightcaufe himfelfeto be put co death ; viewing a decrepi + behesiechene 
an{werd plefantly : Doeft thou thinke to be aleve then? Were manall at once to fall into ie, 
I doe not thinke we fhould be able to beare fuctifa change, but being faire and gently led on 
by her hand, in aflow, and as it were unperceived defcent, by little and little, and ftep by 
ftep, fhe roules us into that miferable ftate, and day by day feekes to acquaint us with ir. 
So that when youth failes inus, we feele, nay we pesceive no fhaking or tranfchange at all 
ith our {elves: which in eflence and veritieisa harder.death, than that of a languifhing and 
irkefome life, or that of age. Forfomuch asthe leape from an ill being, unto a not being, is 
not fodangerous or fteepie; as itis from adelightfull and flourifhing being, untoa painfull 
and forrowfull condition, A weake bending, and faint {topping bodice hath lefleftrength to 
beare and undergoe a heavie burden: So hath our foule, Shemuft bee rouzed and raifed 
againft the violence and-foree of this adverfarie. Forasitis impoffible, the fhould takeany 
reft whileft fhe feareth : whereof iffhe beaflured (whichis thing cxceeding lanngne can. 
dition) fhe may boaft that it isimpofhible, unguietnetfe,torment, and feare, much leffe the 
Icaft difpleafure Should lodge in her, 

Non vultens initantis tyrannt 

Mente quarit falida, neque Anfter, 

Dux ingniett turbidus Adria, 

Nec fulminantis magna Jovis manus. 

No urging tyraststhreatning face, 
Where minde is found can it difplace, 

No troublous wind the rough feas Maftes, 
Nor Joves great hand the thunder-cafter. 

Sheismade Miftris of her paffions and concupifcence, Lady of indulgence, of thameof 
povertie, andiof.all fortunes injuries. Let him that. can, attaiie to thisadvantage : Herein 
confiftsthe true and foveraigne liberty, that affords usmeanes wherewith to jcaft andmake 
afcorne of force and injuftice, and to deride imprifonment, gives; or fetters. 

ins manics, 
Compedibus, favote fub cuftode rencbe. 
Ipfe Deus fimul arque volam, me folvet : opiner, 
Hoo {entit moriar, mors wleima linea rerum eft. 
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Ingyves aud fecters T will hattiperthee 


Under a Jaylerchar fhall crucl] be: 
Yet,wheu I will,God me deliver th ll, 
He thinkes,Pfnall die? death is end of alt, 
Oitr religion hath had no furer humane foundation, than the conttihpt of life, Difc 

of reafon doth notonly csli andfummon us unto it. For w hy fhould we feareto lofea thine, 
which being loft, cannot be moaied ? buralfo, fitnce we aréthrcatned by fo many kinds of 
death,there 1s 10 more inconvenience to feare them all, 
it when ft commeth,fince it is unavoidable? Socratesan{wered onethaz told him, The'thir-. 
ty Tyrants have condemned theeto death ae ad Nature them, tid he, What fondnetl 
to carke and care fo muc h, at tha inftantand patiage from all exemption of paine and éare> 
As our birth brought us the. birth of all things, fo fhall eur death the end of all things. 
Therefore is iras great follie to w cepe, we fhalinotlivea hundred yeeres hence, as to waile 
‘we lived not a hundred yeeres acoc: Death is the beginning 6f another life. So wept we, and 
fo much did jt coft us toenter into this life; "and fo did We ipoile us of our ancient vaile jr 
entring into it, Nothing can be grievous that is butonce, Is itreafon fo long to fearea thing 
of fo fhort time? Long life or fhort life is made all one by death. For long or fhort isnot in 
things that areno more. Ari (Po: fefaith there are certaine litle beafte alonoft the river Hyfpa- 
nis that live but oneday;(he which dies at 8.4 locke inthe morning dies in her youth, and 
Shicthat dies at 5. inthe afternoon, dies in her decrepitude, wlio ofus doth not laugh, when 
we fhall {ee this ihort moment of continuance to be had in confideration of coed orill for 
tune? The moftand the leaft in ours, if we compare it with eternitie, or equall it to the la- 
fting of mountajnes, rivers, ftars and trees, or any other living creature, is tio leffe ridiculous, 
Bot nature compels sto it. Depary((aith the, out ofthis world,even As you Came tito it. The 
[lone way you came from death to Ufe, pp Sieh el or amazement, fiom life re 

“death your death ss but a peece of the worlds order, and bur ¢ parcel of the worlds life, 

—— inter fe mortales mutuavivunt, 


Et quaft cui fores Vitai Lampada tradunt, PNG Ae] 7h 
Moitall menlive by mutual! entetcoure: 
And yeeld their life-torch, as metvin a courte, 

Shal I not changethis goodly contexture of things for yourlt is the condition of your cref- 


tion:death is a part of your felves: you flie from your {elves The being you enjoy, is equally 
fhared betweene lifeand death. Thefirtt day of your birth doth afwel addreife youto dic,as 


thanto endure one? what matter js 


Cisit 


to liye. Prima qua vitam dedit, bora Carpfite sa ine ne 
The firtt houre,that to men ae fate 
Gave life, {trait,cropt irthen, 
Nafcentes morimuy, fi: ify. ab Origine pender z Manil. afin, 
As weare borne wedie ; theend fhm 


Doth of th’originall depend. 
Allthe time you live,you fteale tt from death fe is at her charge, The eotitinys 
of your life,is to contrive death ; you arc indeath, during the tite yo 
you are after death, when you are iio longer living. ‘Or if you Bad tat 
dead after life: but during life, you are ftill dying’: and death dot 
dying,than rhe dead, and more lively and cflentially. Ifyou have p 
alfo beene fed thereby depart then fatisfied, * 
Cur non ut plenue vite conviva reredie # Lathi€3.583, 
Whylike a full-fed guctt, 
Depart you not to reft > 
Ifyou have not knowne howeo make ult oft fifie were usiprofitable to you, what need 
you care to haveloff it > to what end would you enjoy it longer > 
car amplius addere quarts Lywws!.3.9%$. 
Rurfum quod pereat wsales ix igratam occidat omgne ? 
Why fecke you mote to gaine, What muft againe 
All perith ill,and paffe with griefe or paint? 
Lifein it felfeis neither good norevill: it isthe place of good'or évill, accotding as you 
prepare it for them. And if you haye lived one day, you have feeue all: one day isequal to 
E 


all 


Il wotke 
U continue in life : for, 
het have it fo, you are 
h more tudely touch the 
tohted by life, you haye 
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eames 1 lige : 
all other daies: There is no other light, thereis mo other night. This Sunne, this Moone, 


thefe Starres, and this difpofition, is the very fame, which your forefathers enjoyed, and 
which fhall alfoentertaine your pofteritic, : 
Non alinm videre patres, aliamve nepotes 
A fpictent. 
No other faw our Sires of old, 
No other fhall their fonnes behold. 
And ifthe worft happen,the diftribution and varictic ofall the a&ts of my comedie,is per- 
formed in one yeare, If you have obferved the courfe of my foure feafons ; they containe the 
infancie,the youththe virilitie,&the old age ofthe world,He hath plaied his part:he knowes 
no other wilineffe belonging to it,but to begin againe, it will ever be the fame, and no other. 
Lucrt.3.43g- ——Ver{amur ibidem,arque infumus uf que, 
We fill in one place turne about, 
Still there we are,now in, now our. 
Argue in fe [ua perveftigia VOLVItHY AUBUS. 


i Virg.Georg.li2. perv 
403: The yeare intoit felfe is catt 
By thofe fame fteps,that it hath paft. 
1) Lam not purpofed todevife you other new ports. 
Vi Lucy. de 978 Nam tibi praterea quod machinerinveniamane 


|| Quod placeat,nibil est, cadens [unt omnia femper. 
Elfenothing, thae1 can devife ox frame, 
| Can pleafethce,for allthings are till the fame. 
ée Make roome for others,as others have done for you.E qualitie is the chiefe ground-worke 
|| © ofequitie, who can complaine to be comprehended where all are contained ? So may youliye 
hh long enough,you fhall never diminifh any thing from the time you have to die: it is boor- 
{effe ; folong fhall youcontinue in that ftate, wleich you feare, as if you had died being in 
your {wathing-clothes,and when you were fucking. 
1126 —— licet, quot vis, vivendo vincere fecla, 
Mors aterna tamen, nihilominus sila manebit. 
Though yeares you live, as many as.you will, 
Death is erernall, death remaineth ftill. 
aia And I will fo pleafe you,that you fhall have no difcontent. 
| Lucvtib.3.9s Invera ne{cis nullum fore morte alinm tes 
i Quipolfit virus ribi te lugere peremptymms 
| f Stan{que jacentem. 
iit Thou know’ft not there fhall be not other thou, : 
When thou art dead indeed, thatcan tell how 
H Alive to wailc thee dying, 
Standing to waile thee lying. 
Nor fhall you with for life,which you fo much defire, 
963 Nec ibi enim quifquam tun fe vitamque requirit, 
966. Necdefiderinm noffrinos afpcit wllum. 
Forthennone for himfélfe himfelfe or life requires : 
Nor are we of our felvesaffected with defires. 
i Death isleffe to be feared thasnothing, if there were any thing lefle than nothing. 
q 970 multo mortem minus adnos effe putandam, 
. Si minus effe pote/? quam quodsihil effe vides. 
Deathis much lefleto us, we ought elteeme, 
If leffe may be, than what doth nothing feeme. 
Hi Noralive,nor dead, itdoth concerne younothing. Alive,becaufe you are Dead because 
We you arenomere. Moreover,no man dies before hishoure. The time you leave behinde was 
Hi no mere yours,than that which was before your birth,and concerneth you no more. 
Refpice entme quam nil dd nos amteatta vetn{tas 
Temporss aterm fuscrite 
For marke, how all antiquitie fore-gone 
Ofalltime e’se we were,to us wasnone. 
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Whereloeveryour lifecndeth, there isit all. The profit of life confifts nor 
but rather in the ufe.Someman hath lived long,that hath had a thort life. Follow it « hileft 
you hayetime.Ic contilts not in number of yecres,butin your will, that you have lived long 
enough, Did you thinke you fhould never come tothe place, where you were ftil] going > 


There isno way but hath an end. And if company may folace you,doth not the whole world 
walkethe fame path? 


Omuta te usta perfuntta fequentur, 
Lifepaft, all things at laft 
Shall follow thee asthouhaft paft, 

Doenotall things move as you doe,or keepe your courfe? Is there any thing erowsnot 
old together with your felfe ? A thoufand men,athoufand beafts,and a thoufand other ciéa~ 
tures diein the very inftane that you die, 

Nam nox nulla diem,neque notlem aurora fequuta es; 
Que non andicrit msifts vagitibus aris 
Plovatus mortig comites CO funeris atri. 
No nightenfued day light: no morning followed night, 
Which heard nor moailing mixt with fick-mens groaning, 
With deaths and funerals joyned was that moaning. 

To whatend recoise you from it, if you carmot goe backe > You have {eene many who 
have found good in death, ending thereby many many mifcries. But have you feene any 
that hath received hurt thereby ? Therefore is it meere fimplicitie ro condemnea thing you 
never proved, neither by your felfe nox any other, Why doeft thou ¢omplaine of me and of 
deftinie > Doc we offer thee aly Wrong ? is it for thee to.dires us,or fer us to governe thee ? 
Although thy age be not comeco her period thy life is,A little man is a whole man aswell 
as agreatman, Neither men nor their lives are meafured bythe Ell. Chéron refuled immor- 
talitic, being informed of the conditionsthereof, even by the God of time and of continu- 
ance, Saturze his father. Imagine truly how much an ever-during life weuld be lefle tole. 
rableand more painfull to aman, than is the life which I have given him: Had you net 
death, you would then unceffantly curfe, and cry out againftme, that I had deprived you of 
it. I have of purpofe and wittingly blended fume bitterneffe amongft it, that fo {eeing the 
comnmoditie of it’s ufe,I might hinder you from over- greedily embracing, or indifcreetly 
calling for it. Tocontinuc in this moderation, that is, neither to flie from life, nerto run to 
death (which I require of you ) [havetempered both the one and other betweene {weetnes 
and fowrenes. I firlt taught Thales the chiefeit of your Sages and Wifemen, that to live and 
die, were inditferent, which made him anfwer one very wilely, who asked him, wherfore he 
died not; Becau{e, {aid he, st ss ixdifferent. The water, the earth, the aire, the fire, and other 
members ofthis my univer[e, areno more the inftruments of thy life, than of thy death. 1 ‘hy 
feareft thou thy laftday? He ss no mare guile, and cenferreth so more to thy death, than anp 
of the others.It ss not the la/t Rep that caufeth wearinelfe : tt only declares it. Al daies march 
towards death,only the laf? comes to it. Behold heere the goed precepts of ouruniverfall mo- 
ther Natare. -I have oftentimes bethought my felfe whence ic proceedeth, that in.times of 
warre,the vifage of death (whether wee fee it in us or in others )feemeth without al! compa. 
rifon much lefle dreadful and terrible uato.us,than in our houles,orin our beds ocher wile it 
fhould be an armie of Phyfitians and whiners, aad fhe ever being one, there mult nceds bee 
much more aflurance amongtt countri¢e-people and of bafe condition,than in others.1 yerily 
beleeve, thefe fearefull lookes, and aftonifhing countenances wherewit!t we encompalic it, 
are thofethat more amaze and terrifie usthan death : a ew forme of lifes the our-cries of 
mothers; the wailing of women and children ; the vifitation of difmaid and fwouning 
friends:the affittance of anumber of pale-looking diffracted and whining fervants;a darke 
chamber: tapers burning round about ; our couch befet round with Phyfitians and Prea. 
chers ; and to conclude, nothing but horrer and aftonifhment on every fice of us: are wee 
not alreadic dead and buried? The very children are aftaid of their friends, when they fee 
them masked ; and fo are we: The maske muftas well betakea from things,as from mea, 
which being removed, we thall finde nothing hid uadegit, bur the yery fame death, rhata 
feely varlet ora (imple maid-fervantdid larely fufter without amazement or feare. Happic 
isthatdeath, whichtakes all lealurefrom the preparations of fiuch an cquipage. “ 
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Ofthe force of Imagination. 


FE Ortis imaginatio generat safum : eA frong imagination begetteth chance, fay Icarned 
clearks. Tam oneofthofe that feele a very great conflict and power of imagination, All 
met are fhockt therewith, and fome overthrowne byit. The impreffion of it pierceth me, 
and for want of ftrength to refift her, my endevour is to avoid it. I could live with the only 
affiftance ef holy and merry-hearted men. The fight of others anguifhes doth fenfibly drive 
me into anguifh; and my fenfe hath often ufurped the fenfe ofa third man, 1f one cough con- 
tinually, he provokes my lungs and-throat. Tam more unwilling to vifit the ficke dutie 
doth engagemeunto, than thofe to whom Iam little beholding, and regard leaft. I appre- 
hend the evill which I udic,and place itinme. Ideeme itnot ftrange that the brings both 
agues and death tofuuch as give her {cope to worke ker wil,and applaude her.Simon Thomas 
wasa great Phyfitian in his daies. I remember tipon a time comming by chance to vifit a 
sich old man that dwelt in Tholonfe, and who was troubled with the cough of the lungs, 
who difcourfing with the faid Simon Themas of the meanes of his recoveric, he told him, 
that one ofthe beft was,to give me occafionto be delighted in his companie, and that fixing 
his eyesupon the livelines and frefhnes of my face, and ferting his thoughts upon the jolitie 
and vigor, wherewith my youthfull age did then flourifh, and filling all his fenfes with my 
florifhing eftate,his habitude might thereby be amended, and his health recovered. Buthe 
forgot tofay,that mine might alfo be empaired and infected. Gallus Vibias did fo wellenure 
his mindeto comprchend the effence and motions of folly, that he fo tranfported his judge-~ 
ment from out his feat, as he could never afterward bring itto his right place againe : and 
might rightly boaft,to have become a foole through wifdome.Some there are,that through 
feare anticipate the hang-manshand ; as he did, whofe friends having obtained his pardon, 
and putting away theclorh wherewith he was hood-winkt,that he might heate it read, was 
found ftarke dead upon the feaffold, wounded only by the ftroke of imagination. Wee 
fweat, we fhake, we grow pale,and'we bluth at the motions of our imaginations; and wal- 
lowing in our beds we fecle our bodies agitated and turmoiled at their apprehenfions, yea 
in fuch manner, as fometimes we are ready to yeeld up the fpirit. And burning youth (ale 
though afleepe.) is often therewith {0 pofleffed and enfolded, that dreaming it doth fatisfie 
and enjoy her amorous defires. 

V+ quafitran{athis [ape omnibw'rebst profundant 

Flaminis ingentes flutins, veftemaue cruentent. 

Andif all things wetedone, they powre foorth ftreames, 

And bloodie their night-garment in their dreames. 

And although it be not ftrange to fee fome men have hornes growing upon their head in 
onenight, thathad none when they wentto bed : notwithftanding the fortune or fucceffe 
of Cyppus King of Ipalie is memorable, who becaufe the day beforehe had with earneft af 
feétion, affifted and beene attentive at abul-baiting, ‘and having all night long dreamed of 
hornes in his head, by the very force of imagination brought them forth the next morning 
in his forehead, An earneft paffion gave the fou of Creefus his voice, which nature had denied 
him. And Antiochus gotan ague,by the excellent beautie of Seratonice fo deepely imprinted 
in his minde. P/inte reporreth to have feene Lucius Coffitins upon his marriage day to have 
beene transformed from a womanto aman, Poxtanus and others recount the like Metamor- 
phofies to have hapned in Italie thefe ages paft : Arid through a vehement defire of him and 
his mother. 

V ota puer folvit,que faemina voverat Tphis. 
Iphis a boy,the yowes then paid, 
Which he vow’d when he was. maid. 

My felfe traveling on atime by Vitry in France, hapned to feea man, whom the Bifhop 

of 
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the inhabitants thereabout have 
both knowne and feeneto be a woman-childe, untill the was two and twentie yeares of 
: ) 


age,called by the name of A£arie; | Ie was, when I faw him of good yeares, and had a long 
beard, and was yctunmarried, He faith, that upona time leaping, and ftraining himfelfe 
to overleape another; he wot not how,but where before he wasa ve oman, he fuddenly fele 
the inftrumentof aman to come outof him; and co this day the maidens of that towne 
and countrie havea fong in ufe, by which they warne one another; when ticy are leaping, 
not to ftraine themfelves overmuch, or open their legs too wide, for feare they fhould bee 
turned to boies,as ALarie Germsane was. St is no great wonder, 


that {uch accidents doe of. 
tei happen, for if imagination have power infuch things; itisfo coorinually annexed, and 
i forcibly fattened to thisfubject, char left the fhoula fo often fall into the relaps of the 
{ame thought, and fharpneffe of defire, iris better onetime for all, toincorporate this yi= 
tile part unto wenches. Some will not fticke to aftribe the {carres of King Dagobert, or 
the cicatrices of Saint Francés untothe power of Imagination. Otherfome wil] fay, that 
by the force of it, bodies are fometimes removed from their places, And Celfus reports of 
aPrieft, whofe foule was ravithed into fuch an extafie, that for along time the bady re« 
mained void ef allrefpiration and fenfe. Saint Aygu ftine fpeaketh of another, who if hee 
but heaid any lamentable and wailefull cries, would fuddenly fall intoafwowne,and bee 
foforcibly carried from himielfe, that did any chide and braule never fo foud, pinch and 
tuumpe him never fo much, hecould not be madeto firre, untill hee came to himfelfe a. 
gaine. Then would hefay, he had héard fundry ftrange voyces, 


g coinming as it were from 
afarre, and perceiving his pinches and brufes, wondered ati them, And that it was notan 
obflinate conceit, or wilfall humour in him, or again{t his feeling fenfe, it plainly appeaa 
red by this, becaufe during his extafie, he feemed to have neither pulfe nor breath. Itis 
very likely thatthe principall credit of vifions, ofench antments, aud fuch extraordinary ef. 
fects, proceedeth from the power of imaginations, Working ¢fpecially in the mindes of the 
vulgar fort, asthe weakeft and (elieft, whofe conceit and beleefe is {> feized upon, that 
they imagine to fee what they fee not, Iam yctin doubre, thefe pleafant bonds, wherewith 
our world is fo fettered, and France fo peltered, thar nothing elfe is{poken of, arehaply 
but cheimpreffions ofapprehention, and etfects of feare, Foi know by. experience, that 
fome one, for whom I may as wellan{wer as for my felfe, and in whomno manner of fire 
{pitioneicher of weaknefle ot enchantment mighe fall. hearing a companion of his make 
report of an extraordinary faint fowning, wherein he was fallen, at Sacha time, as he leaft 
looked foy it, and wrought him no {mall fhame, whereupon the horrour of his reportdid 
fo ftrongly (trike his imagination, as he rannethe fame fortune, and fell intoa like droga 
ping: And wasthence forward fubject to fall inco like fits: So did the paffionate remem 
Drance of his inconvenience pofletie and tyrannize him ;.-buthis fond doting Was in time 
remedied by another kinde of raving. For himielfe avowing and publithing aforehand 
theinfirmitie he was fubjeét unto; the contention of his foule was folaced upon this, that 
bearing his evillas expeéted, his ditie thereby diminithed, and he grieved lefle therear, 
And when at hischoice, he hath had law and power (his thought being cleered and una 
masked, his body finding it felfe in his right dueand place): to make the fame to be felr; 
feized upon,and apprehended by others knowledge: he hath fully and perfectly recovered 
himfelfe. Ifa man have once beene capable, hecannot afterward be incapable, except by 
ajult and abfolute weaknefle, Such a michiefe is not to be feared, bur in the enterprifes, 
where our minde is beyond all meafure bent, with defireand refpeé& ; and chiefly where 
Opportunitic comes unexpegted, and requires a fudden difpatch, There isno meanes for a 
‘man to recover himfelie from this trouble; know fome,:who have found:to come unto 
it with their bodies.as it were halfe glutted elfe~where, thercby'to ftupifie or allay the heat 

of that furie, and. who through age, finde themfelves lefle unable, by how much morethe 
belefle able : And.another, who hath alfo found good, in thata friend of hisaflured him 
to bee provided witha counter-battery of forcible encharitments, to preferve him jn any 
tuch conflict : Ie is not amiffe L.relate how it'was,An Earle of very good place, with whom 
I was familiarly acquainted being married.toa very faire Lady,who had long beene folici~ 
ted for love, by one aflifting at the wedding, did greatly trouble his friends; bur moftofall 
ai old Lady his kin&woman,whe was chiefeat the marriage,and:in whofe houfe it wasfo- 
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leonaized, asfhethat much feared fuch forceries and witchcratts : which fhee gaye mee to 
underftand, I comforted her as wellas I could,and defired her to relie upon me: I had by 
chance a peece of golden plate in my trunke, wherein were ingraven certaine celeftiall fi- 
gures, good again{t the Sunne-beames.and for the head-ac h, being fitly laid upon the fu. 
ture ofthe head: and that it might the better be kept there, it was fewed to a riband, tobe 
faftened under the chin. -A fond doting conceit, and cofin-germane to that wee now 
fpeake of James Peletier had whileft he lived in my houfe,beftow ed that fingular gift upon 
mee; ladvifed my felfe to purit to fome ule, and told the Earle, he might haply be in 
danger, and cometo fome misfortune as others had done, the rather becaufe fone were 
prefenc, that would not fticke to procure him fome ill lucke, and which was worle, fome 
{pitefull fhame ; but nevertheleffe I willed him boldly to goe to bed : For I would fhew 
him the part of a true friend, and in his need, {pare not for his good to employ a miracle, 
which was in my power ; alwaies provided,that on his honour he would promife me faith- 
fully to keepe it very fecret; which was only, that when about mid-night he fhould have 
his candle brought him,if he had had no good fuccefte im his bufinefle,he fhould make fuch 
and fircha figne tome, Itfelout, hismind was lo quailed and his eares fo dulled, that b 
reafon of the bond wherewith the troubleof his imagination had tied him, hee conld not 
run. on pofte : and at the houre appointed, made the figne agreed upon betw eene us, 

Icame and whifpered him inthe eare, that under pretenceto put usall out of his chamber, 
he fhould rife out of hisbed, and in jefting manner take my night-gowne which I had on, 
and put it upon himéfelfe (which he might well doe, becaufe wee were much of one ftature 
and keepeit on tillhehad performed my appointment,v thich was,that when we fhould be 
gone out of theChamber, he fhould withdraw hirnfelfe tomake water, and ufing certaine 
jettures,I had fhewed him, {peake fuch wordsthrice over, And every time hee fpakethem 
he fhould girt the ribband, which] put into his hands, and very carefully placethe plate 
thereto faftued, juft upon his kidneyes, and the whole figure, in fuch @ pofture, All which 
when he had accordingly done, and the laft time fo faftened the ribband, that it might 
neither be untide nor ftirred from his place, he fhould then boldly and confidently res - 
turneto his charge, and not forget tofpread my night-gowne upon his bed, but fo asic 
might cover them both. Thefe fopperiesare the chiefe of the effect, Our thought bein 
unable fo to free it felfe, but fome ftrange meanes will proceed from fome abftrufe lear- 
sing: Theirinanitic givesthem weight and credit. To conclude, it is moft certaine, my 
Characters proved more venerian than folare, more in aGtion, than in prohibition, Ie 
wasa ready and curious humour drew me tothis effect, farre from my nature, Lam anene- 
mie tocraftie and fained actions, and.hate all futtletie in my hands, noe only recreative, 
butalfo profitable, If the action benot vici ous, the courfeunto it is faultic. Ama/is King 
of -£g ypt,tooketo wife Laodice, avery beauteous yong virgin of Greece, and he that be- 
fore had in every other place found and fhewed himfelfealuttic gallant, found himfelfe fo 
fhort, when he came to grapple with her,that he threatned to kill her,fuppofine it had beené 
{ome charme or forcerie. As in all things that confift in the fantafie, fhe addreft him to devo- 
tion, And having made hisvowesand promilesto Venus, he found himfelfe divinely ficed, 
even from thefirft nightofhis oblations and facrifices, Now they wrong us,to receive and 
admit us with their wanton, {queamifh,quarellous countenances, which fetting us a fire,ex- 
tinguifh us. 

Pythagoras his neece was wont tofay,7 hat 4 woman which lies with aman onght,toge- 
ther with ber petie-coate, leave off all bafbfulneffe, and with her perie-coate, take the fame 
againe.The minde of the aflailant molefted wich fundry different alarums,is eafily difimaid, 
And he whom imagination hath once made to fuffer this fhame (and fhe hath caufed the 
fame to be feltbutin the firft acquaintances ; becaufe they are then burning and violent,and 
in the firft acquaintance and comming together, ortriall a man gives of himfelfe, he is much 
moreafraid and quaintto mifle: the marke he fhoots at) having begun ill hefalsinto an 
ague or fpite of this accident, which afterward continueth in fucceeding occafions.Married 
men, becaufetime is at their command, and they may goto it when they lift, ought never 
to prefic or importune their enterprife, unleflethey be readie.. And it is better undecently 
to failein hanfeling the nuptiall bed; full of agitation and fits,by waiting for fome orother 
fitter occafion, and more private opportunitie, left fudden and alarmed, than to fallintoa 
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perpetual miferie, by apprehending an aftonifhment and 
Beforc pofleffion taken, a patient ought by fallies,and d 
himfelfe without vexing or opiniating himtelfe, defi ytoc 
know their members docile and tractable by nature, Jerthemn only endevour to counteyren. 
fin theirfantafie., Men have reafon to checke the indocile libertic of this member. for {> 
impostunately infiauating himfelfe when wehayeno need of him, and {oi nportunately 
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rioufly contefting by his authority with our will teruhing with tech fierecnes and 
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our folicitations both mentalland manuall. Nevertheleifeif a man in ufimuchy 
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gormandize and devour his rebellion, and drawesa triall by his condemnation, would pay 
me for to plead his cafe, I would peradyenture make other of our members to be fufpedtec 
to haye(inenvy of his impottance,and {weetnefie of his nfe)devifed this iinpolture, and ff 
med this fet quatrell againft him, and by fome malicious complot armed the world again ft 
‘him, enviou{ly charging hinvalone with a fault commonto them all. For I referse it to your 
thought, whether therebeany one particular part ofour body, thatdoch not fomerimes re- 
fule her particular operation to our will and with, and thar doth not often exercife and prat 
ctife againft our will, Allofthem havetheit proper paffions 
ours doe either awakenor lull them afleepe. How often doe the forzed motions aud chan- 
ges of our faces witnelle the fecrereft and molt lurking thoughts we have,and bewray ther 
to by-ftanders?. The fame caufethar doth animate this meinper,doch aif, unwitting fous, 
cmbolden our heart,our lungs, and our pulfes. Thie fight of a pleafing objc “t refleéting im 
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Whicli without any leave of 


perceptibly on us, che flame of a contagious or acuith emotion, Is therenough 


thefe mufcles and veines,that rife and fall without theconfenr,not only of owrwill,but allo 
of our though»? We cannotcommand our haire to ftand ayenc ; hor our skinneé to f{tart] 


for defire or feare. Our handsare often carried where we direét them not, Our tongue and 
voiceare fometimes so fecke of their faculties, the one lofech her {peech, theother her nim- 
bleneffe. Even when we have nothing to feed upon, we would willingly forbid ie: the ap- 
petitesto cat, or littco drinke, doe notleave ro movethe parts fubject eo rhein, even as this 


4 


other appetite, and fo, though it be out of {eafon,forfikerh us; when hethinks good. Thof 
inftruments that ferve to difzhargethe belly havetheit propereomprefiions and dilatations, 
befides our intent, and againtt our meaning, asthele are deftined to diftharge the kidneis, 


Andthat which, the better ro authorize our wills power, Saint Augufbin alleageth, to 
have feene one, whocould atalltimes command his polterior, to lecasmany {capes ashe 
would, and which Wives endeareth by theexamp'e of'an other im hisdaies, who could let 
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tunable. and o:eantzed ones, following the tune of any voice propounded unto his cares, 
jnferreth the pure obedience of that member + than ve hich, none is commonly more in- 


difcrect.and tumultuous, Seeing my {elfe know one fo skictifh and mutinous, that thefe 
fortic yeares keepeshismatter in fuch awe,that will he,ornilltie, he will with a continual 
breath, conftant and unintermitted:cultomebreake winde at his pleafure, and fo brings him 


to his orave.. And. would to God Iknew itbuc by Hiftories, how that many timesourbe! 
oO 4 > ¥ 


Dele 
ly being reftrained thereof, bringsus even tothe gates of 2 pining and languifhing deaths 
xd thatthe Emperour, who gave us frecleaveto vent at all times, and every where, had 
fo givea usthe power to doeit. But our will, by whofe privitege we advance this res 

9 how much more likely, and confonant totrueth may wetax ivof rebellion, and 
tof fedition, by reafon of its unrulinefle and difobedience 2 Willfhee atall times 
e that, which we would have her willingly to doe? Tetheenor often willing to effeg 
that,which we forbid her to defire?-and that to our manifert prejudice and dam nage? Doth 
fhe dutier her felfe to be directed by the conclufions of our reafon > To conclude, {would 
urge in defence of my cliene,that ir would pleafethe Judges toconfider, that concerning this 
matter, hiscaule being infeperably conjoyned toa Confort, and indiftingtly : yet will not 
amanaddretic himfelfe but to him, both by the arguments and charges, which can no way 
appertaine to his faid¢onfort, For, his eftcét is indeed fomerime importunately to invive, 
butte refute never: and alforo ‘invite hlently aud quietly. Therefore is the faweinefle and 
illegatitic ofthe aceufers feene. Howfoever it be,protetting thar: Advocates and Judges may 
wrangle, contend, and give featence, what, and how they pleafe,. Nature: williiche meane 
time follow her courfe : who, hadfhe ended’ this member with amy particular privilege, 


Vee 
4 


AX 
>| 
i 


| 
; 
ia 
| 


Ovid.am,{ib,2. 
239. 


1Q2> 


The firft Booke. Chap.20, 


et had fhe donebut right, and fhewed but reafon, Author of the only immortal] worke, 
of mortall men. Divine worke according to Socrates; and love, defire of immortalitie, 
and immortall Demon himfelfe, Someman peradyenture, by the effects of imagination 
leayeth the pox or Kings evill heere, which his companion carrieth into Spaine againe: 
loe heere why in {uch cafes men are accuftomed to require a prepared minde, wherefore 
dee Phyfitians labour and practife before hand the conceit and credence of their patients, 
with fo many falfe promifes of their recoverie and health, unlefie it be that the effe& of 
imagination may fupple and prepare the impofture of their decogtion ? They knew that 
one of their trades-mafter hath left written, how fome men have been found, in whom 
the only fight of'a potion hath wrought his due operation : -All which humor or caprice 
isnow comc into my minde, uponthe report which an Apothecarie, whilome a feryant in 
my fathers houfe,was wont totell me,a manby knowledge fitnple,and by birth a Switzer; 
a nation little vaine-glorious, and not much given to lying, which was, that foralong time 
he had knowne a Merchant in Tholoufe, fickifh, and much troubled with the ftone, and 
who often had nced of glifters,w hoaccording to the fits and occurrences of his evill, caufed 
them diverfly to be prefcribed by Phyfitians. Which being brought him, ne accuftomed 
forme tothem belonging was omitted, and would often rafte whether they were too hot, 
and view them well, and lying along upon his bed, on his bellie, and all complements 
performed,on! y injection excepted, which ceremony ended, the Apothecarie gone, and the 
patient lying in his bed, even as if hehad received a glifter indeed, he found and fele the 
very fame effeét, which they doe that have effectually taken them.» And if the Phyfitian 
faw it had not wrought fufficiently, he would accordingly give himtwo or three more in 
thefame manner, My witneffe protefteth, that the ficke mans wifc,to fave charges (for he 
aid for themas if he had received them) having fometimesaflaid to makethem onely 
with luke warme water,the effect difcovered the craft,and being found notto worke at all, 
they were forced to returne to the former, and ufe the Apothecarie. A woman fuppofing to 
haye {wallowed a pinne with her bread, cried and vexed her-felfe, even asif (hehad felean 
intolerable paine in her throat,where fhe imagined the fameto fticke; but becaufe there ap- 
peared neither {welling or alteration, a skilfull man deeming it to be bur a fantafie concei- 
ved, or opinion, apprehended by eating of fome gretty peece of bread, which haply might 
pricke her inthe {wailow, made her to vomit, and unknowneto her, afta pinne in that 
which fhe had yomited-Which the woman perceiving and imagining fhe had catt the fame, 
was prefently eafed of her paine. I have knowne a Gentleman,w ho having feafteda compa- 
ny of very honeft Gentlemen and Gentlewomen,in his owne houfe, by way of {pert, and in 
jet, boafted two or three daies after (for there was no {uch thing) that he had made them 
eat of abaked Cat ; whereat the Gentlewoman of the companie apprehended fuch horror, 
that falling into a violent ague and diftemper of her ftomacke, fhe could by no meanes be 
recovered, Even brute beafts,as wellas we, are feene to be fubyect te the power of imagina~ 
tion ; witnefle fome Dogs, who for forrow of their Mafters death are feenetodi¢,and whom 
we ordinarily {ee to ftartle and barke in their fleep,and horfes to neigh and ftrugele, But all 
this may be referred to the narrow future of the Spirit andthe body, entercommunicating 
their fortunes one unto another, It is another thing that imagination doth fomtimes worke, 
not only againft herowne body, but alfoagainit thatof others. And even as one body eje- 
éteth a difeafe to his neighbour,as deth evidently appeare by the plague, pox, or fore eies, 
that gee from oneto another 
Dum fpettane oculi le fos, laduntur & ipfis 
Maultaque corporshus tranfitions nocent. 
Eies become fore, while they looke on fore cies : 
By paffage many ills our limmes furprife. 

Likewife the imagination moved and tofled by fome vehemence, doth caft fome darts, 
that may offenda ftrange object. Antiquitie bath held, that certaine women of Scithia,be- 
ing provoked and vexed againft fememen, had the power to kill them, only with their 
looke. The Tortoifes and the Eftriges hatch their egges with their looks only, a fignethat 
chey have fomeejaculatiye vertue. And concerning witches they arefaid to have offenfive 
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My cender,Lams I cannot fee, 
“” By what bad cie,bewitched be. 

Magitians are but ill refpondents for me, Soit is, that by experience wee fec women td 
trangferre divers markes of their fantafies unto children they beare in their wombes: witnes 
fhe that brought forth a Blacke-a~nore, There was alfo prefented unto Charles King of Bo- 
hemia,an Empero.r, a young girle, borne about Pifa, all fhagd and hairy over and over, 
which her mother faid,to have beene conceived fo,by reafon of an image of Saint Tohn Bap- 
tif that was fo painted ,and hung over her bed. That the likeisin beatts, is witnefled by Jaa 
cobs fheepe,and alto by partriges and hares, chat grow. white bythe fuow upon mountaines. 
There waslately feene a cat about my ownce houfe, fo earne(tly eyeing a bird, fitting upona 
tree,thathe fecing the Cat, they both fo wiftly fixed their looks.one upon another, fo long, 
thar at laft,thebird fell downeas dead in the Cats pawes,either drunken by his owne ftrong 
imagination, or drawneby fome attractive power of the Cat, Thofe that love hawking, 
have haply heard the Falkneg, rale,» who earneftly fixing his fightupona Kite ii the aire, 
laid a wager that withthe ouly force of his looke,he would make it come ftooping downe 
to the ground ,and as fome report did it many times, The Hiftories I borrow,I referreto the 
coniciences of thofe Itake them fiom, The difcourfes-are mine, and hold together by the 

roofeofreafon, not of experiences: eachmanmay adde his example tothem: and who 
Ph none,confidering the nuniber and varietie of accidents, let him nor leave to think,there 
are ftoreofrhem: If I come not wellformy felfe, let another come for me. So inthe ftudie 
wherein Itreat of our imauaers and motions, the fabulous teltimonies, alwaies provided 
they be likely and poffible, may ferve.to the purpole, as well as the true, whetherit hapned 
orno,be it at Rome,orat Paris;-oTohn ot Peter,it isalwaiesatricke of humane capacitic, of 
which I am profitably advifed by thisrepotr, Ifeeitiand reape profit by it, as well in tha. 
dow asin bodie, And indiversleffons that often hiftories afford, Icommouly make ufé of 
that, which is moftrare and memorables: Some writers there are; whofeend is but to relate 
theeyents. Mine, if I could attainetoit,fhould be to declare, what may come to paffe,tou- 
ching the fame. Ic is juftly allowed in {chooles,to fuppofe fimilicudes when they haye none. 
Yetdoe not Ifo, and concerning that point, in fuperftitious religion, I exceed all hiftoricall 
credit. To the examples I here fet downe, ofwhar I have read, heard, done,or feene,I have 
forbid my felfe fo much asto dareto change the leaft, or alterthe idle(t circumftances, My 
confcience doth notfalfifiethe leaft jor.I wornot whetherrn y infight doth,Concerning this 
fubjeét I doc fometimesenter into conceit,thatit may well become. Divine,a Philofopher, 
or rather men of exquifite con{cience,andexadtiwifdome, to write hiftories. How can the 
otherwife engage theircredit upon a popular reputation ? How can they arifwer for the 
thoughts of unknowne perfons ? And make their bare conjeétures pafle for currant Pai- 
ment ? Ofthe actions of divers members,acted in their prefeace,they would refufe to beate 
witnes of chem, if by a judgethey were put to tlieit corporall oath, And there isto man fo 
familiarly knowneto them, of whofeinwatd intention they would undertaketo anfwer at 
full. [hold it leffe hazardous to write of things paft than prefent; fotaftmich as the writer is 
not bound to give account but of a borrowed trueth, Some perfwade meeto write the af. 
faires of my time, imagining I can fee them witha fight leife blinded wich paffion, than 
other men, and perhaps neerer, by reafon of the acceffe which fortune hath given ineco the 
chiefcft of diversfaGtions. But they will not fay, how fortheolory of Saluf, I would aot 
takethe paines; as onétharam aydwed enemie to obfervance, to affiduitie, and to con. 
ftancie,and thatthereis nothing fo contratieto my flile,as a continued harration: Tdoe to of 
ten for want of breath bteake offand Interrupt my felfe. I have neither compofition nor ex- 
plication ofany worth.T amas ignotant asa childe of the phrafes and vowels belonging to 
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commonthings. And therefore have Lattempted to fay what I can; accommodating the 
matterto my power, Should [take any man fora guide,my meaftre might differ from his. 
For, my libertie being {0 farre, I might haply publith judgements, agreeing with me, and 
confonant to reafon, yet unlawfulland punifhable, Pletarke would peradventure tell us of 
that which he hath written, tharit is the worke of others, that hisexamplesare in all and 
everie where true, that they aie profitable to pofteritie, and prefented with a luftre, that 
lights and clireéts us unto vertite,aid that ishis worke. Teisnot dangerous, 'as in a medics 
nabledrug, whether in anold taleot report, be it thirs or thus, {0 or fo, 
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CuHar XXI. 


The profit of one man ts the dammage of another. 


Emades the Athenian condemned a man of the Citic, whofe trade was to fell fch ne= 
D ceflarics as belonged to burials, undercolour, hee asked too much profit forthem : 
and that fuch profit could not come unto him without the death of many people, This 
judgement {eerneth to be illtaken, becaule no man profiteth but by the lofic oforhers : b 
which reafon aman fhould condemne all manner of gaine. The Merchant thriyesnot but 
by the licentioufneffe of youth ; the Husbandman by dearth of corne; the Architeé& but b 
the ruine of houfes; the Lawyer by fuits and contreverfies berweene men : Honour it felfe 
and practice of religious Minifters, isdrawne from our death and vices. No Phy fitian fe 
lighserh in the health of bis owne friend, faith the ancient Greeke Comike: nor no Souldier ss 
pleafed with the peace of hae Cities axa fo ofthe reft.And whichis worfe,let every man found 
his owne confcience,hee fhall finde, that our inwara defires are for the moft part nourified 
and bred in us by the lofle and hurt ofethers; which when I confidered, Ibeganto thiake, 
how Naturedoth not gainefay herfelfein this, concerning hergenerall policie : for Phyfi- 
tians hold that The birth;increafe,and augmentation of every thing, ts the alteration and cor- 
ruption of. another. 

; Nas quodcun que [ute mucarwws finibrs exit, 
Comtinno hoc mors est shine ,quod fast ante. 
What éver from it’s bounds doth changed pafle, 
That Rrait is deathof thatwhich erft it was. 
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Ofcuftome, and bow arecetyed law Sbould not eafly 
be changed. 


Y¥ opinien is, thathee conceived aright of the force of cuftome, that firft invented 

this tale; how a country woman having enured herfelfc to cherifh and beare a young 

calfe in herarmes, which continumg, fhee got fuch acuftome, that when he grew to bea 
great oxe, fhee carried him ftillin her armes. For truly, Cuftome # a violent and deceiving 
feboole- miftrs.She by little and litele, and as it were by ftealth, eftablifheth the foor of her 
authoritie in us ; by which mild and gentle beginning, if once by theaid of time, it have 
fetled and planted the fame inus, it will foone difcoyera furious and tyrannicall cownte- 
nance uptous, again{t which we haye no more the libertie to lift fomuch asourcies: wee 
may plainly {ee her upon every occafion to force the rules of Nature : V{us efficaciffimus re- 
rum omnivm ma gifter:V fe is the woft effettuall mafter of alithings.1 beleeye Platoes den men- 
tioned in his common- wealth,and the Phyfitians that fo often quit their arts reafon by au~ 
thoritic; and the fame King w ho by meanes of her, ranged his ftomacke to be neurifhed 
with poyfon ; and the mayden that 4/berr mentioneth to have accultomed herfelfe to tive 
upon {piders : and now in thenew-found world ofthe Jadians, rhere were found divers po- 
ulous nations, infarre differing climates, that lived upon them ; made provifion of them, 
and carefully fed them ; as alfo of grafle-hoppets, piflemires, lizards, and night-bats ; and 
a toad was{old for fixcrownes in a time that all {rch meats were {carce amongftthem, 
whichthey boyle, roft, bake, and dreffe with divers kinds of fawces. Others have beene 
found to. whom our efuall feth and orher meats were mortall and venomous. Cunfierndines 
MAGNA est vis; Pervotkant venarores innive, in montibui nri fe patinutar: Pug iles caftibses 
COR 
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contuyis #€ ingemifcunt quidem. Great ts the force of caftome: Hunt{imen wil watch a Luiehe 
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in frow,and endive ta bee feorohedon the hils? Pencersbrufed with fre -bags or cudgels, dee 


not [o much as groane. Thefe forrein examplesare not livange, if wee but conlider what we 
ordinarily finde bytravell,and how cuftome quaileth and weakevethour cultothary tentes, 
We nced not goe iteke what ourneighbours teport of the Cararaé f Niles and what 

hilofophers deeme of the celeftiall muficke, which is, that the b 
folid {im ooth,and in their rowling motion, touching and rubdin 
of necelfitie produce 2 wonderfull harmonic : by the changes and eater 
the revolutions ,;motions,cadences,and carrols ofthe afters and planess are cauled and trant 

otted, Butthat univerfally the hearing fenfes of thefe low worlds creaturcs; dizzied and 
lulled afleepe, as thofe ofthe Heyptians are, by the continuation of chat found, how loud 
and great foever it be,cannot feniably perceive or diftinguith the fime.Smiths, Millers, For- 
gers, Armorcrs, and fuch other, could not poffibly endure the neife that commonly riags in 
theireares, if itdid pierce themas it doth us. My perfumed jerkin ferveth for my nose to 
{mell unto, but after I have worne it three or foure daies together, not I, but others havethe 
benefit of it. This ts more ftrange, thatnotwith{tanding long intermiffions, cuftome may 
joyneand eftablith the etfect of her impteflion upon our fenfes ; as they prove that dw ell 
necreto bells or fteeples, Ihave my lodging ncere unto a tower, where both evening and 
morning a very great bell doth. chime ve marie and Cover. few, hich yangling doth even 
make che tower to fhake ; at firft ictroubled memuch, but 1 was fooné acquainted. withir, 
fo that now Iam nothing offended withir, and many times it cannoc waken meout of my 
fleepe. Plato did once chide achild for playing with nuts,who anfwered him, 7 how chideft 
me for 4 {mall matter.Cuftome (replied Plato) ¢s xo fmall matrer.1 finde chat our ercatelt vices 
make their firfi habitin us, from our infancie, and that our chiefe government and educa- 
tion, lieth in our nurfes hands. Some rhothers thinke it good {port to {ee a childe wring offa 
chickens necke, and ftriveto beat a dog or cat. And fome fathers are fo fond-foolifh, that 
they will contter asa good Augur or foresboding of a martiall minde to fee their fonnes 
mifufe a poore peafant,-or tug a lackey, that doth not defend himfelfes and impute itto a 
ready wit, when by fome wily difloyaltic, or crafty deceit, they {ee them coufin and overs 
teach their fellowes: yet avethey thetrue feeds or roots of cruelty, of tyranny, and of 
treafon, In youththey bud, and :afterwardigrow to Arength, and come to peifeétion by 
meanes of cuftome, 

And itis avery dangcronsinititution, to excufe fo bafeand vile inclinations, with the 
weaknefle of age,and lightnelfe ofthe fubject. Firft, it ismagure chat fpeaketh, whofe voice 
isthen thriller, purer, and morenative, when it is tendér, newer, and youngeft. Secondly, 
the deformity of the crime. confifteth nor in the difference betweene crownes and pinnes ; 
it depends of it felfe, I finde itmore jult to conclude thus: Why fhould not heeas well de- 
ceive one of a crowne,as he doth of a pinnae? than ascommonly fomedoe, faying, alas,icis 
buta pinne; I warrant you, he will not doe fo with crownes, Aman would carefully teach 
children to hate vices of their owne geauity, and fo diftinguith thedeformity of them, that 
they may not ouly efchew.them in their actions, but aboveall, bate them intheir hearts? 
Soh colour foever they beare, the very conceit may feeme odious unto then, I know 
well, that becaufe in my youth I have ever accuftomed my felfe totread a plaine beaten 
path, and have ever hated to entermeddle any manner of deceipt of coufoning-craft, even in 
my. childifh {ports ( for truly it is to be noted, that Childrens playes are not {ports, and 
fhould be deemed as their moft ferious agtions,) Thereis no paftime fo flight,that inward- 
lie | havenot a nacurall propention, and {tious care, yea, extreme contradiGtion, not ro 
wleany deceipt. I (huffle and handle the catdssas earneftly for counters, and keepeas (trict 
an accompt,asifthey wered ouble duckets, when playing withmy wife or children,tis ih- 
differentto mee whether I, win or lofe, -as.1.doewhen Lplay in good eaincit. Howand 
wherefoever it be,mincownceies will fufficeto keepeme inoffice; none-eliedoe watch mee 
fonarrowly 3 not that I refpect more, It isnot long finceinmine owne houfe, I fawa little 
man, who at Naztes was borne without ares, and hath fo well fafhioned his feet to thofe 
fervices, his hands fhould havedone him, thatin truth they havealmoft forgotten their na~ 
tural office, In all his difCourfes he nameth them his hauds, he carvethany meat, he char~ 


geth and fhoots offa piftole, hethreds a needle, he fowerh, hewriteth, purs off his aap, 
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combeth his head, plaieth at cardsand dice ; fhuffleth and handlcth them witha greatdex- 
teritie as any other man that haththe perfect ufe of his hands: the monieT have tometimes 
given him, he hath caried away with his feet, as wellas any other could doe with his hands. 
2 : igs a : 
I faw another, being a Childe,that wich the bending and winding ofhis necke, (becaufe hee 
had no hands) would brandifhatwo-hand-Sword, and mannage a Holbard, as nimbly as 
any man could doe with his hands:he would caft them in the aire,then receive them againe, 
he would throw a Dagger, and make a whip to yarke and lafh, as cunningly as any Carter 
in France. But her effects are much better difcoverad in the ftrange impreffions, which it 
worketh itt ourmindes where it meetes not fo much refiftances Whatcannot fhe bring to 
affe in our judgements, and in our conceits ? Is there any opinion fo fantaftica], or conceit 
3 extravagant(I omit to {peake of the grofie impofture of religions, wher with fo many great 
nationsand fo many worthy and fufficient men have beene beforted,and drunken : For, be- 
inga thing beyond the compatfe of our Humane reafon, itis more excufable ifaman that is 
notextraordinarily illuminated thereunto by divine favour,doc lofé and mif-carrie himfelfe 
therein)or of other opinions, isthe re any fo ftrange, that cuftome hath not planted and efta- 
blifhed by lawes in what regions fcever it hath thought good ? And this ancient exclama- 
tionismoft jult: Non pudet phy ficum, td $ fheenlarorem venatoremaue nature, abanimts 
confuetudtne imbutis quercre teftimontum veritatis ? Is st noe afhame for a xaturall Philofo~ 
pher, that is the watch-man and bunif- man of nature, to feeke the teftimonie of ruth, from 
mindes endued and double dide with cuftame? am ofopinion, that no fantafie fo mad can 
‘all into humane imagination, that mectes not with the example of fome publike cuftome 
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and by confequence that our reafon doth not ground and bring toa ftay, There arecertaine 
people, thatturne their backs towards thofe they falute, and never looke him inthe face 
whom they would honour or worfhip. There are others, who when che King fpitteth, the 
moft fevoured Ladie in his court ftretcheth forth her hand ; and in another countrey,where 
the nobleft abour him, ftoopetothe ground to gather his ordure in foie fine linnen cloth? 
Let us here by the way infercatale, A French Gentleman was ever wontto blow his nofe in 
his hand, (athing much againft our fafhion ) maintaining his fo doing ; and who in wittie 


2’ 


jefting wasvery famous, He asked meon atime, what privilegethis filthie excrement had, 
that wee fhould have a daintie linnen cloth or handkercher to receive the fame; and which 
is worfe, fo carefully fold it up, and keepe thefame aboutus, which fhould be more loath« 
fome toones ftomacke, than to fee ircalt away, as wee doe all our other excrements and 
filth. Mee thought he fpake not altogether without reafon ':and'cuftome had takenfrom me 
the difcerning of this ftrangenefle, which being reported of an other countrie we deeme fo 
hideous. Miracles are according tothe ignorance wherein weare by nature, and not accor- 
dingtonatures effence; ufe brings the fight of our judgement afleepe. The barbarous hea- 
then are nothing more firange to us, than we areto them? nor with more occafion, as 
every man would avow, if after he had travelled through thefe far: e-fetchtexamples, hee 
could ftay himfelfe upon the difceurfes, and foundly confetre them, Humanereafon isa 
tinéture in like weight and meafare, infufed into all our opinions and cuftomes, what form 
foever they be of: infinite in matter : infinite in diverfitie, But I will recurne to my theme, 
There are certaine people, where, except his wife and children, no mat f{peakethto the 
King, but through atrunke, Anothernation, where virgins fhewtheir {ecret parts open= 
ly, and married women diligently hide and coverthem. To which cuftome, this fafhion 
ufed in other places, hathfomerelation: where’ chaftitie is nothing regarded but for mar- 
riage fake; and maidens may at their pleafure lie with whom they lift; and being with 
childe, they may without feare of accufation, fpoyleand caft their children, with certaine 
medicaments, which they have only for that purpoic, And in another country;ifa Merchant 
chance to marrie, all other Merchants that are bidden to the wedding, are bound t6 lie 
with the bride before her husband, andthe morethey arein number, the more honourand 
commendation is hers, for conftancie and capacities, thelike if a gentlemanor an officer 
matri¢; and foofall others : exceptit bea day-labourer,or feme =A ie of bafe condition ; 
forthen muftthe Lord or Prince lie withthe bride ; among whom ( notwithftandis 

this abufive cuftome) loyaltie inmarried women is highly regarded, and’held in fpecialt 
account, during the time they areé’married. Others there are, where publike brothel- 
houfes of men are kept, and where open matt of marsiages are everto be had: where wo- 
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men goe tothe warres with their husbands , and have place;nor onelyiin fight , buralfo:in 
command » ‘wherethey doenot onely weare jewels at their notes y intheixlip and cheekes, 
and in their toes , but alfo big wedges of gold through their paps.aud buttocks, where 
when they eat, they wipe their fingers on their highs, onthe bladder of their gEnitorics, 
and the foles of their feet, where not children , bur brethren and nephewes inherits, and 
informe places, the nephewes onely , xcept in the firece ion of the Prince, Where to ors 
der the communitic of goods, whichamongft them is religtonfly obierved f certaine So- 
veraigne Magi(trats have the genecall charge of husbandyy and tilling of the lands, and 
ofthe diftribution of the fruits, according to-every mans wced : where they howle. and 
weepe attheir childrensdeaths, and joy and feaft at their old mens deceafe.. Where ten 
or twelve menlic allin one bed with ali their wives, where fuch women as Jofe their hut. 
bands, by any violentdeath, may marrie againe, others not: where the condition of wo- 
men is fo detefted, that they kill all the maiden children, fo foone as they areborne, and to 
fupply theirnaturall necd , they buy women oftheirneighbours, Where men may at their 
pleafure, without alleaging any caufe,pur away their wives, but they (what juft reafon {o- 
everthey have) can never put away their husbandse Where husbands may lawfully fell 
their wives, ifthey be barren, Where they caufe dead bodies firlt tobe boyled and then tobe 
bra yed in amorter, fo long tilliccometoa kind of pap, which afterward they mingle with 
their wine, and fo drinke ir. Where the molt dered fepulcher that feme with for, is to bee 
devoured of dogges,and in fome places of birds. Where fome thinke, chat blefled foules live 
in all liberty, in certaine pleafant fields fored.with al commoditics,and that from them pro- 
ceedsthat Eccho,which we heare. Where they fight inthe water, and {hoot exceeding true 
With their bowes as they are {wimming: Wherein figne of fubjection men muft raife their 
fhoulders , and ftoope with their heads , and putcoff their fhooes when they enter their 
Kingshoufes, Where Eunuchs that haveteligious women in keeping; becaufe they fhall 
not be loved, have alfotheir nofes and lips curoff. And Prieftsthat they may the better ac- 
quaint chemfelyes with their Degons,ind taketheir Oracles,put out their eyes. Where eye- 
ry»man makes himfelfe a God of what he peeafech:the hunter of'a Lion or a Fox; the fither, 
ofa certaine kinde of Fifth; and frame themfelves Idols of every humane action or paffion : 
the Sunne, the Moone, and the earth ate their chiefelt Gods : the forme of {wearing is , to 
torchthe ground, looking upon the Sunve , and. where they eat both fleh and: fith raw, 
Wherethe greateft oath isto fweare by the name of fome deceafed man, that bath-liyed:in 
good reputation inthe countrie, touching his grave withthe hand, Wherethe neweyeares 
gifts that Kings fend unto Princes their vaffals every yeare , is fonefire , which whenit is 
brought,all theold fire is cleane put out * ofwhich new fire all the neighbouring people are 
bound upon paineLefe majeftatis ,to.ferch forcheir ules. Where, when the King (which of- 
tencommeth topafic ) wholly to give himf{elfe untodevotion , giveth over his charge , his 
next fuccctfor is bound to doc like, and convayeth the right of the Kingdome ato. the 
thitd heire. Where they diverfifie the forme of policie, according as their affaires feeme to 
require : and where they depofe their Kings, when they thinke good, and appoint themxer- 
taine ancient gravemen to undertake and weald the Kingdoms goveinment , which fome- 
times isalfo committed to thecommunaltie, Where both men and women are equally cir- 
cumcifed, and alike baprifed. Where the Souldier, that in.one or divers combats hath pre. 
fented his King with {even enemies heads, ismadeneble. Where fome live under that fo 
xarcand unfociable opinion ofthe mortalitieof foules, “Wirere women are brought a bed 
Without paine oy griefe. Where women on both their legsweare greayes of Copperzand.if 
a loufe bite them , they are bound by duty of magnanimitie to bite it againe:and no majd 

daremarrie, except fhe havefiift made offer of her Virginitie to che King. Where they 

falure one another laying the forefinger on the ground, and then lifting itup toward heaven: 
where all meu beare burthens upon theirhead,and women ontheirfhoulders, Where wo- 
men pifle ftanding, and men cowsing. Where in figne of true friendfhip they fend one 
another fome oftheir owne bloud, and offer incenfé to mea which they intend to honour, 
as they doe totheir Gods » wherenot onely kindred and confanguinitie in che fourth de- 
gree, but in any furthelt off, can by nommeanesbe tolerated in marriages : where:children 
fucke till they be four,and fometimes twelve yeares old, inwhich place they deemeita dif 
mall thing to give achildefuckethe firt day ofhisbirth. Whereiathers hayethe charge to 
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punith their male-children;and mothers onely maid-children, and whofepunifhment is to 
hang them up by the feet and fo to {moke them. “Where women are circumcifed ; wh ere 
they eat all matiner of herbes, without other diftingtion, butto refufe thofe that have ill fa- 
your : where all things are open, and how faire and rich foever their houfesbe, they have 
neither doores Ror Windowes,nor any cheftsto locke; yet are all theeves much more fevere- 
ly punifked there,than any whereelfe; where,as monkies doe,they kill lice with their teeth, 
and thinke it a horrible matter to fee them crufhr between theirnailes; where men fo long 
asthey live never cut their haire,nor paire their nailes : anorher place where they onely pa ire 
the nailes oftheir right hand, and thofe of the left are never cut, but very curioufly maintai- 
ned:where they indevour to cherifh all the haire growing on the right fide, as long as it will 
grow: and very often fhave away that of the left-fide : wherein fome Provinces neere unto 
us, fome women cherifh their haite before, and otherfome that behinde, and fhave the con- 
trarie : where fathers lend their children, and husbands their wives to their guefts , fo that 
they pay ready mony : where men may lawfully get their mothers with childe ; where fa~ 
thers may lie with their daughters, and with their fonnes : where, in folemneaflemblies and 
banquets, without any difinction of bloud oralliance,men will lend onearother their chil- 
dren, In forme places men feede upon humane ficfh and in others, where it isdeemed an of- 
fice of pietic in children to kill their fathersat a certaine age : in other places fathers appoint 
what children fhalllive, and be preferved, and which die and be caft our, whileft they are 
set inn their mothers wombe : vehere old husbandsiend their wives to yong men, for what 
ufe foeverthey pleafe:In other places, where al women are common without finne or offences 
yea in fome places, where fora badge of honout, they weare as many frienged tafiels, fafte- 
nedto the skirt oftheir garment as they have laine with feverall men. Hath not cuftome alfo 
madea feverall common-wealth of women? hath it riot tanghe them to manage Armes ? to 
levie Armics, to marfhall men, & to deliver battles ? Aud that which ftrict-fearching Phi- 
lofephie could never perfwade the wifeft.doth fhe not of her owne naturallinftinét teach ic 
to the grofeft headed vulgar?For we know wholenations,where death is not only condem- 
ned: butcherifhed; where children of{even yeares of age, without changing of countenance, 
orfhewing any figne ofdifinay endured to be whipped to death ; where richos and —— 
pelfe was fo defpifed and holden fo contemptible, that the miferableft and needieft wrete 
N of a Citie would have {corned to ftoope for a pif fullof gold.Have we not heard of divers 
moft fertile regions, plenteoufly ycelding almaner of neceflary victuals, where neverthelefle 
the moft ordinary cates and daintiett difhes,were but bread, water-crefles,8¢ water?Did not 
i| cuflome workethis wonder in Chios,that during the {pace of feven hundred yeres it was nes 
if Bit ver found or heard of,that any woman or maiden had her honor or honeftie called in ques 
i i H ftion? And to conclude, there is nothing in mine opinion,that either fhe doth not,or can not: 
i and with reafon doth Pindarus,as I have heard fay , Callher the Oncene and Empreffe of alt 
i the world. Hethat was met beating of hisfather, anfwered, Lt was the cuftome of his houfes 
that hisfarber had fo beaten bis granafather,and he hi great-grandfather, & pointing to bis 
forme,faid this child [bak alfo beat mee, when he fbalicometo my age. And the father, whom 
beh thefonne haled and dragged throughthicke and thinne in the ftreet, commanded him to 
fay at acertainedoere,for himfelfhad dragged his father no further:which werethe bounds 
At of the hereditarie and injurious demeanours the children ofthat family were wontto fhew 
Whi) their fathers.By cu/Pome,{aith Ariftotle,as often as by fickneffe,doe we [ee women tug and teare 
sheir hares, bitetbeir nailes, and eat cole and earth: and more by cuftome than by mature doe 
| amen meddle and abufe them{elves with men. The lawesof conicience, which we fay to pro= 
i | ceed from nature,rifeand prc¢ced ofcuftome : every man holding in {pecial regard, and in- 
| 


ward veneration the opinionsapproved, and cuftomes received about him, cannor without 
remorfeleaye them nor without applaufe applic himnfelfe untothem : when thofe of Crees 
would in former ages curfe any man, they befought theGodsto engage him in fome bad cu- 
| ftome. But the chiefeft effeét of her poweris to {ize upon us, and fo to entangle us , tharic 

fhall hardly lie in us,to free ourfelves from her hold-faft, and come into our wits againe, to 
it difcourfe and reafon of her ordinances; verily ,becaufe weefucke them with the milke of our 
birth, and forafmuch asthe worlds vifage prefents it felfe in chat eftate unto our firft view, 
it fcemeth we are borne with a condition to follow that courfe. And the common. imagi- 
nations we finde in credit about us, and by our fathers feed infufed in our foule, feeme 
to 
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to be the general and natural. ; Whereupon it followeth , that whatfoever is beyond the 
compafle of cuttome , wee deeine likewife to bee beyond the compafle of reafon ; God 
knowes how for the moft part, unreafonably, If as we, who ttudy our felves, have learned 
todoe, everyman that heareth a juft fentence, would prefeatly confider, howit may.in any 
fort belonging unto his privare ftate, cach man fhould finde, that this is not f mucha good 
word, asa good blow tothe ordinary fottifhnefle of bis judgement, But men receive the 
admonitions of truth and her precepts, as direéted tothe vulgar, and never tothemf{elyes ; 
and in liew of applying them to their maners, moft men moft fox Nifhly and unprofitably 
apply them to their memoric. But let us returne to cuftomes foveraignry, faci: as. are 
brought uptolibertie, and to. command themfelves, efteeme all other forine of policie., as 
monftrous and againftnature, Thofe thatare enured to Monarchie doe the like, And what 
faciliticfoever fortune aftoordeth them to change , even when with great difticultie they 
have fhaken off the importunitie of a tutor, they run to planta new one with femblable 
difficulties, becaufethey cannot refolyethemfelves to hate tutorfhip, Itisby the medita- 
tion of cuftome, that every man is contented with the place where nature hath fetled him: 
and the favage people of Scotland have nought to doe with Tosraine , nor the Scithians 
with Theffalie. Darius demanded of certaine Grecians , For what they would take Hpon 
them the Indians cuftome,to eat their deceafed fathers, ( For {uch was their maner,thinking 
they could not pofibly give them amorenobleand favourable tombe, than in their owne 
bowels) they an{wered him, That nothing inthe world fhould ever by ing them to embrace fo 
inhumane acuftome : But having alfo attempted to perfwade the Indiansto leave their fee 
fhion, and take the Gracians,which was to burne their corpes, they were much more afto- 
nied thereat, Every man doth fo, forfomuchias cuftome doth fo bleare us that. we cannot 
diftinguith thetrue vifige of things, 

Niladeo magnum, mec tam mirabile guicquam 

Principio, quod NON MminKARY MiP Arter omnes 

Paulatim. 

Nothing at firft fo wondrous is, fo great, 

Bucall, vadmire, by little flake their heat. 

Having other times gone about to endeare, and make fome one of our oblervations to be 
of force,and which was with refolute auctoritie received in moft parts about us,and not de- 
fiting,as moft men doe, onely to eftablith the fame by the force of lawcsand examples, but 
haying ever bin from her beginning,| found the foundation of it fo weak,that my felfe,who 
vas to confirme it in others, hadmuch adoc to keepe my countenance. This is the receipt 
by which P/ato undertaketh to banifh the unnaturall and prepotterous loves of his time, 
and which hee efteemeth Soveraigne and principall:To wir, than publikeopinion may con- 
demnethem; that Pocts,and all men elfe may tell horrible tales of them, A receit by meanes 
whereof the faireft Daughters winne no morethe love oftheir fathers, nor brethren moft 
excellent in beautie, the love of heir fitters, The very fables of Thy estes, of Ocdipuz,and of 
(Macaren, baving with the pleafure of their fongs infufed this profitable opinion, in che 
tender conceit of children. Certes, chaftitie isan excellent yertue, the commoditie whereof 
is very well knowne : but to ufeit,and according tonature to prevaile with it,is as hard as it 
is cafie, to endeare it and to prevaile with it according to cuftome, to lawes and precepts, 
The firft and univerfall reafons are of a hard perfcrutation. And our Mafters pafle them oyer 
in gleaning,or in not daring fo much as totaftethem, at firft fight caft themfelyes headlong 

into the libertie or fanctuarie of cuftome.Thofe that will not fuffer themfelvesto be drawne 
our ofhis original! fource, do alfo commit a greater error, and fubmit themfelves to favage 
opinions : withefle Chry/ippus;who in fo many feyerall places of his compofitions,infexted 
the {mall accompt he made of conjunctions, how inceftuousfoever they were.Hee that will 
fice himfelfe from this violent prejudice of cuftome, thall finddivers things received with 
an undoubted refolution, that haye no other anker but the hoarie head and frowning wrim- 
plesofcuftome, whichever attendsthem : which maske beisig pulled off, and referring all 
matters to truth and reafon, he fhall perceive his judgement, asit were overturned, and pla- 
ced.ina much furer ftace. As forexample,I wilthen aske him,what thing can bermore ftrage 
than tofec.a people bound to follow lawes,he never underftod? Being in all his dometticalé 


affaires as marriages donations steftaménts,'purchafes, and fgles,neceflarily boundifo cufta- 
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mary rules, which forfomuch as they were never written nor publifhed in his ownetongue, 
he cannot underftand, and whereof he muft of neceflity purchale the interpretation and ufe. 
Notaccording te the ingenious opinion of Jfocrates, who counfelleth his King to make the 
Trafikes and negotiations of his fubjetts.fice,enfranchized and gasefyl,and their debates,con- 
troverfies, and quarrels burchenfome, and charged with great fubjidtes, and impo ifittons : But 
according to a prodigious opinion, to make open fale, and trafficke of veaton it felfe, and to 
give lawes a courfe of merchandize,is very {trange. I commend fortune, for that (as our Hi- 
{torians report ) it wasa Gentleman of Gaskowie, and my Countriman, that firft oppoted 
himfelfe againft Charles the great, at what time he went abourto eftablifh the Latine and 
Imperiall lawes amongft us, What is more barbarous than to feea nation, where by lawful 
cuftome the charge of judging is fold and judgements are paid for with 1eadie money 5 and 
where juftice is lawfully denied him, that hath not wherewithallto pay for it; and that this 
merchandize hath fo great credit, that ina politicall government there fhould be fet up 
a fourth eftare of Lawyers, breath-fellers, and pettifoggers, and joyned to thethree ancient 
{tates,to wit,the Clergie,the Nobility,and the Communaltice; which fourth ftate having the 
charge of lawes,and fometimes auctoritie of goods and lives, fhould make a body, apart,and 
feverall from that of Nobilitie, whence double Lawes muft follow ; thofe of honour, and 
thofe of juftice; in many things very contraric dothoteasrigoroufly condemne a lie pocket- 
ed up, asthefe a lic revenged : by the law and right of armes he that puttcth up an injurie 
fhall be degraded of honour and nobilitie; and he that revengeth himtelfe of it, fhall by the 
civill Law ineurre a capitall punifhment. Hee that fhall addyefle himfelfe to the Lawes to 
have reafon for fome offence done unto his honour , difhonoreth himfelfe. And who doth 
not fo, is by the Lawes punifhed and chaftifed. And of thefe fo different parts, both never- 
theleffe having reference to one head; thofehaving peace , thefe war committed to their 
charge; thofe having the gaine,thefe the honor: thofe kaowledgc,thefe vertue:thofe reafon, 
thefe ftrength:thofethe word ,thefeaction:thofe juftice,thefe valour:thofe reafon ,thefe force: 
thofe along gowne,and thefe a fhort coat,in partage and fhare. Touching indifferent things, 
as clothesand garments, whofoever will redtice them to their true end, which isthe fervice 
and commodity of thebodie, whence dependeth their originall grace and comlines, for the 
moft fantafticall to my humour that may be imagined ,amoneft others I will give them our 
fquare caps; that long hood of plaited velvet, that hangs over our womens heads, with his 
parti-coloured traile, and that vaine and unprofitable modell ofa member, which we may 
not fo muchas name with modeftie, whereof norwith{tanding we makepublike fhew, and 
open demonftration. Thefe confiderations do nevertheleffe never diftract aman of under- 
ftanding from following the common euifé. Rather onthe contrary mie feerneth,that all fe- 
verall,ftrange, and particular fathions proceed rather offollie, or ambitious affectation,than 
of true reafon :and that a wife man ought inwardlyto retire his minde from the commen 
preffe, and hold the fame liberty and powerto judge freely ofall things, but for outward 
mmatters,he ought abfolutely to follow thefafhionsand forme cuftomatily received. Publike 
focietie hath nought to do with our thoughts; butfor other things,as our actions, our tra- 
vel, our fortune, and our life, char muft be accommodated and left to it’s fervice and coms 
mon opinions: as that good and great Socrates, who refufed to fave his life by difobeying 
themagiftrate,yeaa magiftrate moft wicked and unjuft. For thatisthe rule of rules and ge- 
nerall law of lawes,for every manto obférvethofe of the place wherein he liveth. 

Néeots te, lowe Sryrweois xgAd?. 

Lawes of the native place, 

To follow, isagrace. 

Loc here fome of another kind. There rifeth’a great doiibr; whether any fo evident pro- 
fit may be foimd iathe change ofa received law, of what nature foever, as there is hurt in 
removing the fame; forfomuch asa well fetled policie may’ be compared to’ a frame or buil- 
ding of divers parts joyned together with fich a ligament 43 itis impoflible to ftirre or dit 
place one, but the whole body muft needésbe fhaken, and fhew a feeling of it. The Thu- 
rians Law-giver infticuced that, hofoeverwould goe abont,cither re aboli{b any one of the old 
Lawes,or attempt toeftablifh anew _fhould prefent himfelf before the people with a roape about 
his wecke, to the end,that if his invention were hot approved ofallmems he fbeuld prefently bee 

Prangled.And he of Lacedaman Taboured alt his lift get aitaflured promife of his gage 
that 
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that they would never infringe any one of his ordinances, That Ephoye or Tribune, who fo 
rudely cut off the two ftrings,that Phrinis had added unto muficke, refpecteth not whether 
muficke be better or no with them, or whether the accoids of ithe better filled, he hath {uf 
ficient reafon to condemmne them,becaufe it isan alteration of the old forme, It is that which 
the oldruftie {word of jultice of Marfeille did fignifie, 1 am diftafted with noveltie, what 
countenance foever it fhew :and I have reafon fo to be, for I have feene very hurtful effe4s 
follow the fame. That which fo many yeares fince doth fo prefleus, hath noe yet exploited 
all, But fome may alleage with apparance. tha: by accident;-ic hath produced and engen- 
dred all, yea both the mifchiefes and ruines,that fince are committed without and againft ir: 
it is that a man fhould blame and finde fault with. 
Hen patior telis unlnevafatta mess, 
Alas [ tisffer fnart 
Procur’d by mineowne dart, 
Thofe which atcempt to fhakean Eftate,are commonly thefirit overthrowne by the fall 
of it: hechatis firit mover of the fame , reapcth noc alwayes the fruit of fich trotibles + 
he beatsand troubleth the water for othersto fifhin, The contexture and combining of 
this monarchie,and great building having bin difnittand difolved by it, namely én her old 
yeares, giveth as much overture and entrance as aman will to like injuries. Royall Majettic 
doth more hardly fall from the top to the middle, thav ic tumbleth downe from the middle 
tothebottom. But ifthe inventors are more damageable,the imitators are more vicious,to 
caft themfelves into examples , of which they have both feltand punifhed the hortoy’and 
mifchiefe, And ifthere be any degree of honour, even in ill doing , thefe are indebted to 
others for the glory of theinvention , and courage of the firft attempt. All forts of new 
licentioufnefic doe haply draw out ef this originall and: fivicfullfource , che images and 
patternsto troubleour common-wealth, We may reade in our very lawes, made for the 
remedie of the firft evill , the apprentifage and excufeof all fors of wicked cnterprifes : 
And in favour of publike vices, they are named withnew and imore pleating words for their 
excufes;baftardizing & allaying theirtruc titles 7yetit isto reforme our confciences and our 
conceits, Honefha oratio eff. It us an honeft [peech and well faid.But che belt pretence of inne» 
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vation or noveltic ismott dangerous : Ades nibsl mornmex antiquo probabile eff. So nothing Tere™ Andatt 


moved out of the firft place is allowable: Yceme feemeth (if may fpeake boldly) thatit ar 
gucth a great felte-love and prefunprion,for a man to eltceme his opinions fo far, that for to 
cftablith them,a man muft be faine to fubverea publike peacc,and introducefo many inevi- 
table mifchiefes, and fo horrible a cottuption RY PR se civill warres, and alteratiansof 
2 ftate bring with them, inanatters of {uch confequence, and to bring them into his owne 
countrie. Is it not ill husbanded toadvancefo many certaine and knowne vices, for tocoms 
bate contelted anddebatableerrors? Isthere any worte kinde of vices , than thofe which 


fhocke a. mans owne confcience and natural knowledge ¢ The Senate durft give this defeare 
in payment about the controverties betweene itand the people for the myfterie of their reli. 
gion? dd deos,id mag ss quam ad [e pertinereripfas vifuras,ne [acra {ia poluaninr : That that 
did rather belong to the Gods thaxto them, and the Gads [bowld leoke to st, thattheir due vires 
were mat polluted, Agrecing withthar, which the Oracle anfwered thofe of Delphos; inthe 
Median waste,fearing the invafions of the Perfians. They demanded of that God what they 
fhould doe with the treafures contecrated to his Temple, whether hide,or cary them away : 
who anfwered chem, that they fhould remoyenothing, buttake careofthem felves, for he 
was able to provide for all things that were fit for him, Chriftian religion hath all the mar= 
kes of extreme juftice and profit, but none more apparent than the exaét commendation of 
obed@ce due unto magiftrates,and manutention ef; policies: what wonderfull examplehath 
divine wifdome lett us, which toeftablith the wel-fare of humane kinde, and to condug 
this glorious victorie of hers againft death and finne,would net doit but at the mercy ofour 
politik order,and hath fubmitted the progteficofit,and the condust of fo high and worthie 
effect,to the blindneffe arid injuttice of our obfervations and cuftomes,fuftering the innecear 
bioud of fo many her favored elegtto run, and allowing a long loffe of peares for the ti 
ning of this ineftimable fruit 2 There is much. difference betweene che caufe of thim that 
followeth the formes and lawesof his countrie, and him that undertaketh to goyeme and 
changethem. Thefirft alleageth for his excule,fimplicitic, obedience, and examples, what- 
F 3 fosver 


Lj, Be 


tae 


Cit.aiv.l.t. 


Cit.DeNai. 
L.3-P- 


Sen.0ed, AR.3. 
fee Te 


Ria : 
foever he doth cannot be«nalice, at the moft it is but illlucke. cfhenim, quemn 
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ante ot move, hein eusieles a 


ri muft r cfolve) himf salelfe to a ee fault of what bie hunt behik oY 
bringeth 1 in, This fo vulgar confaderation hath confirmed mein ioe fleieee nd rait 
youth, chat wasmere rafh, fromburthening my fhoulders with fo filthiea a as 
make my felfe fefpondent of foimportant a fe iathi lj 
ment J durft not in theeafieft of thofe ein che x: 
nes of judging 1 is of no prejudice, Seemjn as moft impious tc xINC,tA goe abe auto f fab mit pui 
like conftitutions and unmoveable obférvar: ccs, to the inftabilicie of a private fa F 
vate bene Toa a save ee nage . andro undertakethat. on divine- which no 
in althoug! h mans r¢ -afon have mucn morecom- 


, 


| their extreme fufiiciencreferveth 
and not todivert and inno- 
f d nies, to whichat hatk 
mete oa vont rai edus,itisnottogiveus a difpe ythem,1 5 -v are blowesiof her 
divine banda which we ought not imitate, but admire sas extraordinaric examples, matkes 
of an.expre le and.pas ticular avyowing ofthe feverall ki inds of wonders smbich | for a te{timo- 
nic of fi omilipoteniciest offereth us, beyon id our-orders and forces;~ hich icisfollieand im- 
pictic to goe abott.to reprefeat, and which we oughtnot follow birt contempla ate with ad- 
miration, and meditate with aftonifhimenc.. Acts of her per fonage, and norof ours, Cotta 
protefterh yery opportunely ; ; Quum de relagione agitur’, L% Cornnes nuns P. Sciptonem, 
P. ScavolamsP ontifices maxtmos; now (7 a x08 jut Cleanthem;aur Chi ‘y (ppv, {eg guor When 
we talke of religion, I follow T ttus Coruncanus; Publius Scipio? Sce: vola, ana the profzffors of 
religion,not Toad ‘leanthes, or CL nyfippies: 
May God know itin our cae quarell;-wherein are a ahundred articles, yea, great and 
deepearticles,to be removed and altered sa alth ough many.there are, who may boalttohave 
exactly forvaid che tcafons and foundations ofoucand other faction. Iris a number, ifit be 
a number, thar fhould-haveno preatmeane to tyoublens. But whicher goeth all hub other 
throng?,Under w hat colours dothit quarrerivfelfe? Ic followerh.oft heirs,as of ocher weake 
and illapplied medicines) thehumors, tharit would -have purged ius, it hath enfiamed, 
exafperated, and fharpned, by her conflict, and ftill doremaite in out bodies. It could not 
by reafon of hei weaknefle puige us, but hathrather weaknedus’; fo that we cannot now 
; 


yoidit; and by heroperation werea 2puothing but longcontint valland inreftine griefes and 
aches,yet is it, that fortune,cverreferving berauthoritic ~abone our difcourfe j loch 


yiemtumes 
prefent us theurgent neceffitie, tharlawes muftiteeds yeeld -her forme place : And wil 
man refiiteth the increafe of ai innovation, brought in by violence, to ke “ep 


a 
chimtelfe sala 
where and altogether in rule and-bridle againtt thofe that have the-ke yesoffields,to.whom 
all chingsare lawful, that mayen any Sart adyance their defleigne, that whiose nop law, 
nor order, but to follow.theix advantage, itis a dangerous obligation jand prejudiciallin- 
equalitic. 

Aditum noceddi perfidoprestat fides. 

Truft.in theunertftie;may 

‘To-hurtmake open way. 

Forfo much as the ordinarie difcipline of aneftate, that hath: his perfeét health, doth not 
prov ide forthefé extraordinarieaccidents, it prefuppofeth avbodie holding it felf¢sihhis 
principa ll membersand offices,and.a common ¢onfentto obferveand obey. it. Lawfull pro- 
ceéding isacoldjdull;heavicand forced:proceeding sand isnot liketo hold out avaintba li- 
centious and unbridled proceeding. .Itis yeras allimen: know ja reproach to thofetwd great 
perlonages, Oftavinsand Catoyimcheir civill warres 5 the one of Scita, thecther of (afar, 
becaufe-they rather fuffered theircountrié taancur all extremities, than by her lawesto aid 
her ,or #0 innovate any thing. Foveruly in thefe laft neceffities, where nothing is lefttogake 

hold by, it were petadventurebetter, tofhrug the fhoulders, ee head, and fome- 
what yeeld to the flroke, than beyond peffibilitie to make | cad and refit, and ‘be nothi: 1g 
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the better, and:give violence occafion to trample al! underfoot : and better-were it to force 
the lawesto defire but what they may, fincethey may not whatrhey would, So did hethat 


ordaincd themto fleep foure and twentic houres: And he who fora timé removed oneday 


from the Calender : And another who of the gnoneth of Tune made a fecond May. The 
ries ordinances, being urged by 
their Lawes, which precifely forbad and inhibited to chute One man twiceto be their Adin). 


rall and onthe other fide their affaires neceffarily requiring that Ly funder Mould otice 


co 


periatendent of all matitine caufes, And withthe fame futteltie , one of their Ambaffadors 
‘ 


ad once beene ferrlowne , per- 
ed. him but to turne it,forthat was not forbidden, [t is that whereof Plutarke commen. 
ly command according to 
the lawes,but the lawes themfelves, whenfoever publike neceffitie required it, 
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hofonrof dre 
sindeed by very good tokens, ‘albeit by off-fp ing he werea 
Htranger). that during our firtttroubles. at the hege of Roane , the faid Prince being adver. 
tifed by the Queenesinother of a confpiracie and enterprife,that fhould be attempted againti 
his life, and by letrers particularly informed hirh of the partie that fhould performe it, who 
wasagentle-man of Axiow.or Manfe,and whoto that purpofe did ordinarily freqttent the 


Said Princes court;she never imparted that {ecret ot commuticated thar warning’ to at 


Ames Amiotygreat Almonet of France, did-once tell me this ftorie, to the 
Et of our Princes;(and fo hewa 


man, but thenextmorrow walking upon Saint Catheriue hill, whence ony batterie played 
agaimft the towne(for it wasy at what time we laid liege'to Roane) with the faid Lord great 
Almonet.: and anotirer Bifhop by-histide> he'chanced to déeletiethe faid¥entleman, Whom 
the Quccne-mother baddefersbed unto him and caufed himté be éalled> who being’ cong 
before hisprefenee 


{aid thusunto him, perceiving hin alréadie'to “wax pale’, and ‘treipble 


tl 
¢ 


at the alarums.ef his confcience : Mafter, {ach u onb, Tam falty perfwaded you fore imagine 
what Twillcharge you with and your countenance doth plasuly thew it,yon Can concealenorhih 
f2 


alPew herd of 
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goe about to hide ir: OHS 
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ur bwfinelfe, that world yon 


pis Wy 
fhoula but marre alls; 


one perfect Ruowledsé of this and this thing, whic} were the chie 
felt props and. devices of ) 


of the fecretef drifts of his complotand contpiracie) faile nor theve- 
Sate as you tender.your lifesto confelfe the truh of all your parpofe: WWhenthe Ally man faw 
himfelfe fo fu prizedandconviéted: (forthe whole matter had beene d 
Queene by Ollie of thecomplices ) heh 


fOr grace and mercie at th 
let 


ifcoyered unto ‘the 
adnovother way, btitto lifttip his hands , and beg 
Princes hands ar whofe fecte He would have proftrated himfelfe, 
im thus following his difcoutfe; Carpe hiph 
wy diSbleafure ? Havel ever through any p 
offe nded any frtevdofyours? Fesxnys yet th 
0 tO con |bire Ande: 


burthat 


that he would.not 


Didlever 


er my friend, faid he, 
y AUC YOU, 


articular hatred, wronged or 
ree Weekes finced bey you,whatrealon might move 
ou terprifemy death? Fite Gentlemai with 2 faint. trembling voyce, and 
clic accusing lookeyanfin ered him,tharno particular oceafion had ever moved him rothar, 
but the intcrefl. of the genetallcaufe of his faction , and thae foie of them had perfwaded 
him, that to root.our.andin'y hatmaonersfeever, to make away fogreatanenemy of their 
reliston, would bean exccutsoi full 6fpietie said worké of fipereropatibi: Then faid the 
Prince J willlbew you how much the religtonwhich I profefets more milde,thanthar whereof 
YH make vrofcffioi ours hath perfmaded ‘you to killane.wikhow hearing me, having never 
as you ave, that you 


2 ea ae ; = 
Crean eh ended by mes and imine; commandsme topardon yew; conuited 
me. Goe your way, withdraw your [elfe, 
: ; 


wand [a treachereu/] yand without cay fe havekilled 
ife, hence: forward in your enterprifes take 


Ch mee never fog yombere caine) andif you bey 
honeltermen for Sour conrfellers; than thofesfyone velecion, The E:mperour nguftns Being 
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The frp} Booke_. Chap.25 : 


in Ganle,xeceived certaine advertifement of a confpiracie,that L, Cinna consplorted againft 
him,whereof he purpofed to be avenged and for that purpote fent to all his friends againft 
the next morrow for adviceand countell jbut pafled the fore-going night with great anxictie 
and unreft, confidering that following his intent, he fhould bring a yong Gentleman, well 
borne,of a noble houfe,and great Pompeyes nephew, to his death : which perplexitie produ. 
ced divers ftrangedifcourfes and confideration in him. what? faid he unto himfelfe, Shall it 
ever bereported,that I deelive infeare, and [uffer mine enemic to walke at hss pleafure and lie 
bertie? Shall hethen gee freethat hath attempted and refolvedto deprive me of my life, whiah 
bork by fea and land l have faved from fo many civil warres,and from fo many bartels? end 
now A [have eftablifhed an univer{all peace in the world,{hailbe be abfolved and goe wnpn- 
nifbedsthat hath not only determined to murther but to facrifice me? ( For,the complot of the 
confpiracie was to murther him, when he fhould beat facrifice,) After thar, having taken 
fome re with himéelfe, he with alowder voice began to exclaimeand cry outagainft him- 
felfe faying Why veft thow,sfthe lives of [o many depend onthy death? Shallthy vengeance 
andernelties never have an end? Is thy life ofthat worth, as x muy countervatle the fundry 
wifchiefes that are lke to enfue,ifit be preferved? Livia his wife being in bed with him,per- 
ceiving his agonie,and hearing his fpeeches, faid chus unto him : Aad may not womens eonn- 
fels beadmitted? Doe as Phyfitians are wont, whe when their ordinarie receipts willnot workes 
have reconr{e tothe contrarie. Hitherto thox couldeft never doe any good with fcveritte: Le- 
pidus hath followed Savidienus,Murena Lepidus,Coepio M urena, Egnatius Sccepio; begin 
nov to prove what goodlenitie and clemencie willdoe thee. Cinna # convitted, pardon him: 
To anney or hurt thee now,he 1s not able,and then {hale thereby increafe thy glory, eAuguftus 
fecmed very glad to have found an Advocate of his humour, and having thanked his wife, 
and countermanded his friends, whom he had fummonedto the Counfell , commanded 
Cinna tobe brought before him alone. Then fending all men out of his chamber,and a chaire 
prepared for Cena to fit in, he thus befpake him : Fix? Cinna, Irequireto have gentle an- 
dience,and that chow wile not interrupt my fpeech, which ended, I will give thee time and lea- 
{wre ta anfwer me : T hon kneweft (oh Cinna) that when [ hadtaken thee prifoner in mine ene~ 
maies campe, who wait not only become, bur borne my foe; I faved thee, then patthee in quiet 
poffelfion of thy £o0ds,and at last have fa enriched thee,and placed thee infohigha degree,that 
even the conqnerowrs are become envious over the congquercd. The Priefis office, which thon 
beggedSt At my hands, I freely beflowed on thee, having firft refufed the fu me to others, whofe 
fathers and friends hadin many bastels fhed their blond for me: Afterall which benefits, 
and that Lhad in duticticd thee fo fast unto me, thon hast nowpirhftanding nudertaken to ksh 
me. To whem (snnarcplied, crying alowd, That he hadnever fo much as conceived fo wie- 
ked athoughtmuch leffe emertained the fame. Oh Cinna,this is not according to thy promife, 
anfwered then Augufinswhich watthat thon wouldeft not interrupt me: What I fay, ts tre, 
show haft undertaken te murther me,sn {uch a place,on {uch a day,sn fuch a company, in fuch 
manner:andfeeing him fo amazed in heart and by his evidence firucken dumbe,moved there- 
unto, not by the condition of bie promife, one the guil: of his felfe-accufing con{cicnce ; why 
weuldeft thou doe ityeplied he,ts it becan(e thou wouldeft be Emperour ? 7 rnely the comnin= 
wealth se but us hard condition, sf none but my felfe binder thee from the Empire. Thou canst 
not fo much ag defend thine avwene heufe, and didft but lately lofe a proceffe, only by the favor of 
A feely libertine. What ? haft thou no meane or power in. any other matter.but to attempt Cefars 
life? I quit it,ifthcre be no.man but my felfeso impeach thy hopes. Suppofeft thon that Paulus, 
shat Fabius,chat the Coffenians or the Servallianes will ever permit thee? And fo great a troupe 
ofneble men,noble,not only sn name,bat fuch as by theirwertues hononr their nobilitie wihever 
wfferit? After many other fuch like difcourfes(ter he talked with him more than 2. houres) 
he faid unto him; Amay,oh Cinna,that life which once I gave thee,asto an enemic,I now give 
thee againe, asta atrastour, anda patricide :let atrne fhendjbip frome this day forward begin 
betweane na,let ws ffrive tagerher,which of mstmowith a better fasch fhall out-goe the other, 
whether I have given thy lefe,or thou haft receiwed the fame with great confidence:and {0 lef 
him.Shortly after he gave him the Confulfhip blaming him that he durft not aske it of him, 
And ever after held him as.his deere friendand made himalone, heire and‘executor of his 
goods, Now after this accideur, which hapned to e4ugu/tse in the xl.yeare of hisage,there 
Was never any confpiracic or cnterprifeartempted againft him; and he received a juft reward 
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for his fo great clemency. But the like fucceeded not to cus Prince , for his mildnefle and 
lenitie could not fo warrant him,burthar afterward he fellinto t he fnares ofthe liketreafon: 
fo vaine and frivolous a thing is humane wifdome : and contrary to all projegts, deyj 


ces 


counfels,& precautions, fortune doth ever keepea full fwa y and pofleffion of allevents, We 
coupt thofe Phyfitians ha ppy and fuccefieful that fucceietilly end a defperate cure,or come 
to a good ifle : as ifthere were no otherart but theirs, thetcould not fubGG of it felfe, and 
whole foundations were too feeble to ftandand relic upon herowne ftrength : and as ifthere 
were none butit,thac ttands in need of fortunes helpesattoording hand, forche effecting of 
her operations. My conceit of it, is both the worft and the beft a man may imagine : fer 
thankes beto God, there 1s no commerce berweene us: 1am contrary to others; for Lever 
lp } 
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ifeic, and when! am fiek, in ftead of entring into league or compofition with it, [then 
beginne to hate and feare ir molt :and anfwerfuch as urge mee to take Phyficke, thar at 
leaft they will tarie till fuch tine as [have recovered my health and ftrength againe ; thar 
then I may the better be enabled to endure the violence and hazard of their potions, Tet na- 
ture worke,and prefuppote unto my felfe,tharthe hath provided her félfe, both of teeth and 
clawes, to defend her felf from fuch affaults as thall belet her, and co maintaine this contex- 
ture or frame,whofe diffolurion it much hateth. In liew of bringing helpeunto herswhen 
fhee moft friveth, and is eombated by ficknefle , I greatly fearelett I bring fuccor unto her 
adverfariesand fureharge her with new enemies.Now I c onclude,that not ouely in Phyficke, 
but likewifeinfiindry more ccrtainearts , fortune hath great fhareinthem, The Poeticall 
furies, which ravith and tran{port their Author beyond himfelfe, why fhall we notaferibe 
them to his good fortune, fince himfelfe confefleth, that they exceed his firength and fufi- 
ciencie, and acknowledgeth to proceed from elfewhere, than from himfelf, aud that they 
are not i his power, no more than Orators fay to have thofe ftrange motions and extraor- 
dinary agitations , that in cheir arttranfport them beyond their purpofe > Thelike wee fee 
to bee in painting, forfometimes the Painters hand fall draw certaine lines or drau 
farre excteding his conception or skill, thar 


ghts, fo 
himfelfe is forced to enter into adiniration. and 
amazement, But fortune yet doth much more evidently fhew , the fhare thee hath in all 
their workes,by che graces.and beauties chat often are found in them, notonely beyond the 
intent, but befidesthe very know ledge ofthe workman. A heedy Reader fhall often difco- 
ver in other mens compofitions, perfeétions farre-differing from the Authors meaning, and 
fuch ashaply he never dreamed of,and illuftrateth them with richer fenfes, and more excel. 
lent conftructions, As for military enterpriles, no man is {0 blinde but feeth what fhare for. 
tunc hath in them + even in our counfels and deliberations, fome chance or good lucke muft 
necds be joyned to them, for whatfoeverour wiflome can effect, isnogreat matter, The 
{harper and quickeritis, more weaknefle findes it in it felfe, and fomuch the moredoth it 
diftruft it felfc, Iam of Siées opinion :and when I nearefR confider the molt 
ploits of warre, me thinkes I fee, thatthofe who have the condug of them , employ. nei- 
ther counfell nor deliberation about them, but for fathion-fake, and leavethe beft part of 
the enter prife to.fortune, and onthe confidence they have inher ayd , they ftill go beyoud 

fe Cafuall rejoycings, and ftrange furies enfue among their delibe- 


glorious ex- 


the limits of all difcourf 
tations which forthe moft induce them totake the counfell leaf grounded upon apparance 
orreafon, and which quaile their courage beyond reafon;; whence it hath fucceeded unto 
divers great Captaines, by giving creditto {uch rath counfels, and alleaging to their foul. 
diers, that by fome divine infpiration, and other fignes.and prognoftications ; they. were 
chcouraeed to fuch and fuchenterprifes, Loe here wherefore in this uncertainty and perple. 
xitie, which the impuiflances and inabilitie doth bring us to fee and chufe what is moft com. 
modious , forthe difficulties which the divers accidents and circumftances of everie thing 
draw with them : thefureft way, if other.confiderations did not invite us thereto, is, in 
my conceit, to follow the pattie , wherein is mokt honeltie and juftice; and fince-a man 
doubreth ofthe neareft way, ever to keepethe rights As intheferwo examples J haye lately 
tagntioncd, there isno.doubt, bur that it was more commendable and generous in him,who 
had received the oftence, to.rernitand pardon thefame, thanto have doneotherwife. Ifthe 
firft had but ill fuccefle, his good intent isnotto beblamed; andno man knoweth, had.-he 
také thecontrary way, Whether he fhould haye efcaped theend, to which hisdeftinie called 
him; and then had he loft the gloric aud. commendations. of fo feld-feene huraanitie, Sun. 
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dry men poilefied with this feare , are read-of in ancient Hiftories ; the greateft part of 
which have followed the way of fore-running the confpiracies, which werecomplotted a- 
gainft them, by revenge or tortures, but I {ee very few, that by this remed y have received 
any good ; witnefle fo many Romane Emperours. Hee that perceiverh himtelfe to bee in 
this danger, ought not much to relic upon his power, or hope in his vigilancie. For, how 
hard a matter is it, fora man to warrant and fafeguard hirnfelfe frem an enemie, that masks 
under the vifage ofthe moft officious and heartie-feeming friend we have? And to know 
the inward thoughts and minde-concealed meanings of {uch as daily attend , and are conti- 
nually with us ? [tc willlittle availe bim to have forraine nations to his guard, and ever to 
beencircled about with troupes of Armed men? whofoever he be that refolveth to cons 
demne his owne life, may at any time become Matter of other mens lives. 

Moreover that continuall fifpitios , which makes the Prince to miftruft every body, 
fhould be a wonderfull vexation to his minde. Andtherefore when Diox was advertifed 
that Calippus watched to kill him, could never finde in his heart to informe himfelfe of it: 
affirming ; He hadrather die once,than ever live m fcare and mi erie,and to guard himfelfe 
not onely from his enemses, but from his very friends. Which thing Alexander prefeuted more 
lively and undantedly by effect, who by a letter of Parmento having received advertifement, 
that Philip his neereft and bett regarded Phyfitian ; had with money beene fuborned and 
corrupted by Darius,to poifon him, who at the very inftant that he gave Philip the letter 
to reade, fia allowed downe a potion he nad given him :was it not toexprefle his refolution, 
that if bis friends would kill him, ke would not fhun them, but confent to their treachery ? 
This Princeisthe Soveraigne patterne ofhazardous attempts : yet know J not whether in 
all his life,he fhewed an act of more refolute conftancie, thar this, nor an ornament fomany 
wayes famous. Thofe which daily preach and buzze in Princes eares, under colourof their 
fafetie,a heedy diffidence and ever-warie diftrufifulnefle , doe nought but rell them of their 
ruine, and further their fhameand downefall, Nonobleaé& is atchieved withoutdanger. I 
know one by his owne complexion ofa right martial courage,and ready for any refolution, 
whofe good and hopefull fortune is dayly corrupted by fuch verbal perfivafions; as firft 
to keepeclofe with his friends; never to liftento any reconciliation with his old enemies: 
to ftand upon his owne guard ; neverto commit himfelfe to any ftronger than himfelfe, 
what faire promife foever they make him,or whatfoever 2pparant profit chey {ceme to con= 
taine.] alfo know another ,who becaufe he did ever follow thecontrarie co infell,and would 
never liftento fuch {choole-rcafons,hath beyorid all hope raifed his fortune above the com= 
mon reach. Thatboldnefle wherewith they fo oreedily gape after glory , is alwayes at 
hand,when ever need fhall be,asglorioufly ina doublet as in.an armour; ina cabinecas in'a 
campe; the arme held downe,as liftedup. A wifedome fo tenderly precife, and fo precife- 
ly circumipedt, isa mortallenemic tohaughty executions. Sesto, to found the depth of 
Siphax intent, and to difcover hisiminde; leaving hisarmie, and abandoning the yet unfet- 
led country of Spaine , which under his new conqueft ofit', waslikely to be fufpected, he 
I fay,could pafle into Affrike ovely withtwo fimple fhips or {inall barkes, tocommit him- 
felfcin a ftrange and foe countrie, toengage his perfon , under the power of a barbarous 
King,under an unknewne faith, without either hoftage, or letters of credence, yea without 
any body, but onely uponthe aflurance ofthe greatneffe of his courage, of his fucceffefull 
good fortune, and of the promifeof his high-raifed hopes. Habita fides ipfam plerumgne 
fidern obligat. Most commonly rvufting obligeth traftineffe. To an ambitious and fame-afpie 
ring minde,contrariwife, a man muftyeeld little, and cary a hard hand againft fufpitions : 
Feare and diftruft draw on offences andallure them. The moft miftruftfull of our Kings 
eftablithed his affaires,and ferled his eftate,efpecially becaufe he had voluntarily given over, 
abandoned and committed his life and libertie,to the hands and mercy of his enemies : See- 
ming to put his wholeconfidence in them, that fo they might likewife conceive an undoub- 
ted. afiance in him. Cafar did onely confront his mutinous legions, and oppofe his hardly- 
ruled‘Annics, with the minde2quelling aurhoritie of his countenance, and awe-moving 
fiercenchle of his words : and did fo much truft himfelfe atid his fortune,that heno whit fea- 
red to abandonand commit himfelfetoa {editious and rebellious Arinie. 
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Tite it is, that this und@autited aflurance cannot fofullyand Hively be 
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vortt that may 
happen , can firlke no anvazertient acall Stor ,'toveprefent it fears fully -trembling , doubr- 
ful! aind uncertairie, for the fervice of an important reconciliation, is to effet no eveat imate 
ter : It isan excellert motive to gaine thé heart and good will of others, for amanto go and 
fubmit himifelfe to cheth, provided it be done frecly, and without contitaint of aby neefli. 
tie, aud in fuch fort . that a man bring a purc and unfported confidence. with him, and ar 
leat his countenance void ofall {eruple, Being yetachilde; Ifaw agcneleman , whohad 
the cornmand of a great Citie, and by a commotion of a feditioufly furious people greatly 
put to his plunges, whoto fupprefi the rifing fire ofthistumule, refolved to fally out from 
a {trongly affured place, wheiehe was fafe, and yecld himfelfeto shat many-headed mon- 
{termutinous rowt ; thrived foill by it, charhe wasmiferably flainc amonalt then : yce 
decme I not his overfight to have beenc fo greatin ifluing out, his memoric being af moft 


ted to éxtinguith that rage and hurly- burly, rather by way of following, than of guiding, 
and by requiring fute, than by demonftrarive refolution : and I deeme, a gratioufly milde 


pected or hoped for at the hands of this monftrous faced mulciiude, thus agitated by furie, 


than humianitie and gentleneffe ; it will much fooner receive reyercnce, and adinic feare, I 


minde to admonith theit Souldicts to make their fallies as orderly and. as ftrong as might 
be, in honour ofthe affiftance ; and {pare no powder, whichwould ferye asa gratification 
toward thefe fafpe&tfulltroupes , which afterward caufed/a mutual and profitable confi- 
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he fhould deliver him atalent, and then boaft hce had learned the ufe of founvaluable a fe- 
cret of him. Diony fins allowed of his invention, and forthwith caufed fx hundred crownes 
to be delivered him.It isnot likely that ever he would haye given fo great afumme of mony 
té an unknowne man, butin reward of a moft profitable inttruction ; for by way of this 
reputation he kept his enemies ftillinawes And therefore doe Princes wifely publith fuch 
advertifements as they receive of the plots confpired, and treafons pradtifed againft their 
lives and ftates, thereby to make men beleeve, that nothing ean be attempted again(t them, 
but they fhall have knowledge of it. The Dukeof Arhens committed many fond overfights 
in the eftablithing of his late tyrannie upon the Florentines, but this the chiefeft,that haying 
received the firft advertifement ofthe Monopolies asd Complots the Florentines contrived 
againtt him,by Mathew farnamed More xo,ove ofthe complices, thinking to fupprefle this 
warning, and concealethat any in the Citic were offended at him, or erudged at his rule, 
caufed him immediatly to be put to death. Ixemember to have heretofore read the ftorie 
ofaRomane (aman of fpeciall dignitic) w ho flying the tyrannie of the Trinmvirate, had 
many times by the futteltie of his invention, efcaped thofe who purfured him. It forruned 
upon aday , thata troupe ofhorfe-men , who had the charge to apprehend him , pafling 
alongft ahedge,under which he lay lurking,had well-nigh difcoyered him ; which he per- 
ceiving,and confidering the dangers and difticulties he had fo long endured thinking tofave 
hisnfelfe from the continual and daily fearches that every where were made after him, and 
calling to minde thefmall pleafure he might hope offuch alife,and how much better it were 
for him to die once, than live in fuch continual! feare and agonic, himfelfe called them, and 
voluntarily difeovered his lurking hole , and thathe might ridthem and himfelfe from 
further purfuit and care, did willingly yeeld unto their cxueltie. For a man to call his ene- 
mies to aid him, is a counfell fomewhat rafh, yet thinke I, it were betterto embrace it, than 
remaine ftill in the continuall fitoffucha feverthat hath no remedie, Butfince the provi- 
fions of man may apply unto it, are full of unquietnefle anduncertaintic, much better is it 
with a full affurance to prepare himfelfe patiently to endure whatfoever may happen, and 
draw fome comfort from that, which a man isnever fure fhall come to paife. 


Of Pedantifme.. 


Have inmyyouth oftentimes beene vexed, to fee a Pedant brought in, in moft of Italian 
comedies, for'a vice or fport-maker, and the nicke-name of Magister to be of no bet~ 
ter fignification atnongit us. For, my {elfe being committed to their tuition , how could I 
chute but be fomewhat jealous ofttheirreputation ? In deed I fought to excufethem by rea~ 
fon of the naturall'difproportion ‘that is betweene the vulgar fort, and rare and excellent 
men, both in judgement and knowledge :forfomuch as they take a cleane contrarie courfe 
onefrom another. But when Iconfidered, the choyfeft men were they, that moft contem- 
ned them, I was far to fecke, andias it were loft my felfe, witneffe our good Bellay: 
Mais je hay par fur tout un {caveir pedante[qne. 
A pedant knowledge, I 
Deteft out ofallcry. 

Yet isthis cuftome very ancient; for Plurarch faith,that Greeke and Scholer,were amongst 
the Roneans, words of reproach and imputation, Andcomming afterwards to yeares of more 
diferetion, 1 have found they-had great reafon, and that magis magnos clericos nom {Hit WA 
gis magnos fapsentes : The moft great Clerkes are not the moft-wifeft men.But whenceitmay 
proceed ,thata minde rich in knowledge, and.offo many things, becommeth thereby never 
livelier nor more quicke-fighted:; anda grofe-headed & vulgar {pirit may without amend - 
ment containe the difcourfe and judgement of the moft excellent wits the world ever pro- 
duced I fill remaine doubtfull.To receivefo many, fo ftrange,yea and fo great wits, it muft 
Aeeds follow(faid oncea Lady untome, yeaone of ur chiefelt Princefies, {peaking " fome 
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nce Of 
mittér and (tadie : Which occupied and intangled with fo great a diverfitic of things; lofecth 
the meaneto {pread aid cleare it felfe s and’ that furcharge keepeth iv’ | »wdrooping and 
faint. But itis otherwife,for our mind Rretchech the more by how much moreit is repléni. 
fed “And in examples of former times the contrary is feene,of fufticient men in the mata 
ging of publike affaites, of ereat Captaines, and notable Conafellers in matters of c{tate, to 
have been cherewithall excellently “wife. And concerning Pailofophers, retired from all 
publike negotiatioiis, they have indeed fometimes been vilified, by the comikelibertic of 
theirtimes, their opinions and demeanors yeelding then ridiculous” Will you mike them 
Judges of therigtt ofa procefle,or of the a@tions of aman ? They are rcadiefor 1. Theyews 
gttire whetherthere be any life yet remaining, whether any motion. ‘‘Whethér man beany 
hing butan Oxe;: what working or faftering is; what fttarige beafts law and juftice are, 
Speake they of tlie Magiltratejor fpeakethey into him ; they do it wich an unreverent and 
uncivill libercie. Heare theya Prince ora King commended > Hee is’but a fhepherd to 
them,as idle as.a Swaine bafied about milking of his cattelljor thearine of his fheepe: but 
yct more rudely.Efteeme youany man the greater for pofiefling two hundeed acres of land? 
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They feoffe at hini,as men accuftomed to embrace allthe world as their pofleflion. Do you 


boaft of your Nobilitic, becaufe youcan blazon your defcentof fevenor eight rich Grand- 
fathers ? They will but little regard you, asmen that conctive not the unijverfall image of 
Nature, and how many predeceffors every oneof us hath had, both rich'and poore, Kings 
and groomes, Gretkes and Barbatians. And were you lineallydefcended itrthe fiftieth dew 
gcc from Hercules, they deemcit a vanitieto vauiit or alleage this oiftof fortune, So did 
the vuloar fort difdaine them as ignorant of the firftand common things, and as prefump- 
tuousand infolene. But this Platonicall luftreis far from that which our men and in iieed 
of They were eitvied as being beyond the common fort,as defpifing publike a@ions,as hau 
vitig propofed tinto themfelvcs a particulat and inimitable life, aiming and directed at cers 
taine high difcourfés,and fromthe common ufe:thele are difdained as men beyond the ordi. 
nary fafhion,as incapable of publike chatiges;as leading an unfociable life, profeffing bafé 
and abject cuftormes,after the vulgar kind, Ods homines ignavos opera,P hilofophas fexenia, 
Phare men thar are faoles in working Philofophers in peaking. As fortholePhilofophers, 
Tfay, thatas they were great m knowledge, fo were they preatet in all ation. Atid everias 
they veport of that Syrace fan Geometrician, Whobeine taken fiom hisbookith contes 
plation, to fhew fome praétice of his skill, forthedefence of his covntri¢, reared foMinly 


gies, and fhewed effedts farre'éxceeding all mens conceit, hims 

nige allthishigi lieworke. of ee Hehad therebyc 
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felfe riots e 
rupted thedianiticoFhis arc; «his engines and manuall works being but the appie: 
an@trials of his skill infport: Sothey,ifat any time they have been patto'the trial! ofany 
action, they have been feen to flie {6 high a pitch,and with fo loftie a flight,that men might 
apparantly feetheir minds and {pirits were through the intellisenceof thi 19s, become won 
derfully rich and oreat. But fome perceiving the feat of politike government potleffed by 
unworthy and incapable men, have withdrawnethemfelves from it, And hee who demati« 
ded of Crates,how long men fhould Philofoshize received this anfwer'tfiill fach time ag 
they who havethe conduét ofout Armies benolongerblockiph ales: erirclsns refivued 
the royaltic tito his brother. And to theE phefians; who téproved him for {pending his time 
in playing with children before the temple: thee anfwered;’ Arid iF it not betrer to doe fo, 
than to governe the publike affaires in your companie ?” Ochers having their imagination 
placed beyond fortime and the world, found thé'feat of juitice’ and che thtones of Kings, to 
be buebafé atid vile. And Empedocles refifed the royaltie; Whichthe Arigentines offered 
him. Thalesfometimés accufing the catke aind*tare men téoke about good husbandty, and 
how togrowrich; forné replied tineo-him, that he did as the Fox. beCaufe he could not at 
taineunto it himfelfe : which heating by way of {pott he'would needs Hew by experierite 
how he could at his pleafure become both thriftie and tich yaad Bending’ his Wits to gaine 
and profit,erected a traffike, which within ove yeare brought him fuch riches, asthe skif- 
fulleftin the trade ofchriving, could hardly in all their lift devife how co get the like, ben 
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which Ariffotle reporteth of fome, whocalled both him,and Ana ve > ee ] 
men, wife,and not prudent,becaufe they cared not for things more profita fe befides, I doc 
not verie well digeft thisnice difference of words, that ferveth my find-fault people tor no 
excufe ;and to fee the bafe and needie fortune, wherewith they’are content, we might rather 
have jutecaufe to pronouncethem, neither wife nor prudent. I quit this firft reafon, and 
thinkeit better to fay, that this evill proceedeth from the bad couric they take to follow 
{ciences; and that refpecting the manner weare inftruéted in them,it is no wonder if neither 
Schollersnor Mafters, howbeit they prove more learned, become no whit more fufficient. 
Verily the daily care,and continuall charges of our fathers, aymeth at nothing fo much, as 
to {tore our heads with knowledge and learning ; as for judgement and vertue, that is never 
fpoken of.Ifa man pafle by,cri¢ out to our people; Oh what a wife man goeth yonder? And 
of another : Oh what a good man ss yonder? He will not faile to caft his eyes and refpect to- 
ward the former.A third crier were needfull,to fay,Oh what blocke-heads are thofe! Weare 
ever readieto aske, Hath he any skiB in the Grecke and Latine tongue? can he write well? 
doth hee write in profe or verfe? But whether hee be gcowne better or wifer,which fhould be 
the chicfeft of his drift,thac is never {poken of, we thould rather enquire who is better wile, 
than who is more wife. We labour, and toyle, and plod to fill thememorie, and leave both 
underftanding and confcience emptic. Even as birds flutter and skip from field to field to 
ckeup corne,or any graine,and without tafting the fame, carric it in their bils, therewith 
to feed their little ones; fodoe our pedants gleane and picke learning from bookcs, and ne< 
ver lodge it further than their lips,only to degorge and caft it tothe wind, Ic is ftrange how 
fitly fortifhnefle takes hold of mine sal BN Is not that which I doe inthe greareft part of 
this compofition, all one and felfe fame thing ? Iam ever heere and there picking and cul- 
ling, from this and that booke, the {entences that pleafeme, not to keepethem( for Ihaye 
no ftore-houfe to referve them in)but to tran{port them into this: where, to fay truth, they 
are 110 more mine,than in their firft place : we are (in mine opinion) never wife,but by pre- 
fent learning, not by that which is paft,and aslittle by that which istocome. But which is 
worte,their Schollers,and their little ones are never a whit, the more fed or better nourifhed: 
but patfeth from hand to hand, to this end only,thereby to makea glorious fhew, therewith 
toentertaine others, and with it’s helpeto frame forme quaint ftories,or prettic tales,as of a 
light and counterfeitcoyne, unprofitablefor any ufe or imployment, but to reckon and caft 
accompts. Apud alies loqui didicerunt,non ipfi fecum. Non eft loquendum.fed gubernandum, 
They have learned to fpeake with others, nes with hemfelves: fpeaking & not fo reqnifie as 
goverement. Nature, to fhew that nothing is fayage in whatfocver fhe produeeth, cau 
{eth oftentimes, even in rudeftand moft unarted nations, productions of fpirits to arife, thac 
confront and wreftle with themoft artift produdtions. Asconcerning my difcourfe, is 
not the Gaskonie proverbe, drawne froma Srerpinc. prettieand quaint? Boxha prom box- 
haymas avemuda lowe dsts qucm. Ton may blow long enough, but sf once you Stirre your fin- 
OTS, yOu may gofeeke. Weecan talke and prate, Cicero saith thus, Thete are Platoescu- 
ftomes, Thefe arethe veric words of Ariftorle ; but what fay we ourfelves ?. what doe we? 
what judge we? A Pcroquet would fay as much, This fafhion puts me in mind ofthatrich 
Romane, who to_his exceeding great charge had beene verie induftrious to findeout the 
oft fufficient men in all {ciences, which he continually kept about him, thac ifat any 
time occafion fhould bee moved amongft his friends to {peake of any matter pertaining 
to Schollerfhip, they might fupplie his place, and bereadic to affift him: fome with dif- 
courfe, fome withaverfe of Homer, otherfome with afentence, each one according to his 
skill or profeffion; who perfwaded himfelfe that all fuch learning was his owne, beeaufe 
it wascontained in his fervants minds, Asthey doe whofe fufticiencie is placed in their 
fumptuous libraries. Iknow fome, whom if I aske whathe knoweth, hee will require a 
booketo demonftrate thefame, and durft aot dare to tellime that his pofteriors are {cabi- 
ous, except heturne over his Lexicon to fee what polteriorsand fcabious is, weetake the 
opinions and knowledge of others into our proteétion, and thatis all: I tell youthey mutt 
be enfeoffed im us;and made our owne, -Weeimay veric well be compared unte him, who 
having need of fire, fhould goe fetch fome. at his neighbours chimney, where finding 
agood fire, fhouldthere ftay to warme. himfelfe, forgetting to carrie fome home, what 
availes it us to haye our bellies fullofmegt, ifit be not digelted @ If it bee nor tranfchanged 
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in us? exceptit nourith augment, and ftrengthen us 2? May weinragine thac Lacakas,whom 
learning made ind framed fo gteata Captaine,withour experience, would have taken it after 
our manner? We relic fo much upon other’mens.armes,thae we Gifapullour owne { 
Will Jarme my felfe againft the feare of death?. itis ar Semecaes cot : will Idraw comfort 
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cither for my felfe,or'any other 2. borrow the fame of Cicers, [would have taken-it in my 
felfe,had { been exercifed unto itz I lovenotthis relative aid-beed-for fufficiencie, Suppote 
wemay be learned by other mens learning. Sare J ains. we can oever be wife, but by dur 
owne wifdome, 


ai ae 


trength. 


Mise ovoisiivs Oss by dures cngds, 
That wiieman I cannot abide, 
That for himfelfe cannot provide, 
Ex quo Eunins: Nequidguam {apere [4pientemygwi ipft fibi prodeffe non quiet. Whereupon 
faith Ennius ; That wife man ve vasnly wifeswhe could not profit himfelfe, 
fi cupidus, fi 
Vanus, & Enganea quantnmuts vilior agna. 
If covetous, if vaine (not wile) 
Than any lambemore bafe, more nice. 

Non enim paranda nobis folam fed fruenda {apsentia ef. Fergwee mifinct only purcha fe 
wifdome,but enjoy and employ the fame. “Diony ius \cotteth ar thofe Graimarians,who pled~ 
dingly labourto know the miferies of Fyffes, and are ignorant of their owne; mocketh 
thofe Mufitians, that fo attentively tune their jn{trumencs, and never accord their manners ; 
derideth thofe Orators,that {tudic to {peake of juftice, and never put itin execution.Excepe 
our mind bethe better, unleffe onr judgement hethe founder, Thad rather my {choller had 
imployed lustime in playing at Tennis; Lam fitte his bedie would be the nimbler.See but 
one of thefe our univerfitie men or bookith {chollers recurrie from fchole; after he hath there 
{pent ten or twelve ycares under a Pedants charge: who is fo unapt for any matter ? who 
{o unfit for any companie ?. who {0 to feeke if he come into the word? all the adyantage 
you difcover in him, is, thar his Latine and Greeke haye made him mare factifh, more ftu. 

pid, and mote prefiumptuous, than before he went from home. Whereas he fhould returne 
with a mind full-fraught, he returnes with a wind-puft. conceit : in {tead of plum.feeding 
the fame, he hath ouly {punged it up with yanitie. Thefe Matters, as: Plate {peaketh of So. 
phifters (their cofin Germanes) of all men, arethofe that promileto be moft profitable yn- 
to men,and alone,amongft all, that not only amend nor-what is committed to their charge, 
as doth a carpenter ora mafon, but empaire and deftroy the fame, and.yet they muft fill 
dearely be paied. If the law which Protagoras propofed ta his difciples, were followed, 
which was,that either they fhould pay him according to his word,or {weare in the temple, 
how much they efteemed the profitthey had received by hisdifcipline and accordingly {a- 
tisfie him for his paines, my Pedagogues would be aground, efpecially ifthey wouid ftand 
to the oath of my experience,. My vulgar Perigordin-{peech doth verie pleafantly terme 
fuch felfe. conceited wifards, Letteraferits,as ifthey would fay Jetter-ftrucken men,to whom 
{asthe common faying is)letters have given a blow witha maller. Verily for the moft part 
they feemeto be diftraéted even from common fenfe. Note butthe plaine husbandman, or 
theunwilic fhoomaker, and you fee them fimply and naturally plod on their courfe, {pea~ 
King only of whatthey know, and no further 3 whereas thefe letter-puft pedants, becaufe 
they would faine raife themfelves aloft, and with their literall dogtrine which floteth u 
and downe the fuperficies of their braine, armethemfelves beyond other men, they ceil 
fantly intricate and entangle themfelves : they utter loftie words, and fpeake golden fenten- 
ces,but fo that another man doth place,fit,and appliethem. They are acquainted with Gz~ 
fens but know not the difeafe. They will ftuffe your head with lawes, when God wotthe 
have not yet conceived the graund of the cafe, They know the Theorike of all things, bur 
you mult fecke who hall put it in practice. Ihave feenea friend of mine, in mine owne 
houfe,who by way of {port talking with one of thefe pedanticall gulls, counterfeited a kind 
of fuftian tongue, and ipakeacercainegibrifh, without rime or reafon, fans head or foor, 
ahotch-por of divers things, but chat he did often enterlace it with inke-pot termes, inci- 
dentto their difputations, to ammufe the bookith for for a whole day long with debating 
and contending; eyer thinking he anf{wered the Objeétions made unto him; yst was he a 
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man of letters and reputation, a graduate, and worea goodly formal! long gowne. 
Vos 0 patrstins fanguis quos vivere par est 
Occipiti caco,poftice occurrite fanne. 
You noble blouds, who witha noddle blind, 
Shoud live,meet with themockethat’s made behind. 
Whofoever fhall narrowly looke into this kind of people, which far and wide hath {pred 
it felfe,he fhall find (as I have done;) thatfor the moft part; they neither under{tand them- 
felves, nor others, and that their memorie is many times fufficiently full fraught, burtheir 


ae 7 
judgement ever hollow and emptie:except their natural inclination have ofit felfe otherwife 


fafhioned them, As Ihave feene Adrianus Turnebus,who having never profeiled any thing 
but ftudie and letters, wherein he was, in mine opinion, the worthieft man that lived thele 
thoufand yeares,"'and who notwithftanding had no Pedanticall thing abour him, but the 
wearing of his gowne,and fome external! fafhions that could not well be reduced and inci- 
vilized to the courtiers cut ; things of no confequence. And I naturally hate our people,that 
will more hardly endurealong tobe uncurioufly worne, than croffe skittifh mind: and 
that obferve what leg,or reverence he makes,note his garbe or demeanor, view his boots,or 
his hat, and marke what manner of man he isy For his inward parts, I deeme him to haye 
been one of the moft unfported and truly honeft minds that-ever was.I Have fundry times of 
purpofe urged him to {peak of matters furthelt from his ftudy,wherin he was fo cleate-fich, 
ted, and could with fo quicke an apprehenfion conceive, and with fo found a judgement di- 
ftinguifh them, that he feemed never to have profeffed or ftudied other facultic than warre, 
and matters of ftate.Such fpirits,fiich natures may be termed worthy, goodly, and folid. 
quis arte beni gna 

Er meliore lato finxit pracordia Titan. 

Whofe bowels heayens-bright-Sunne compofed 

Of better mold, art wel difpofed. 

That maintaine themfelves againft any bad inftitution. Now it fufficeth northat our in- 
ftitution marreusnot, it muftehange usto the better, There are fome of our Parliaments 
and Courts, who whenthey are toadmitof any officers, doe only examine them oftheir 
learning ; others, that by prefenting them the judgement of fome law cafes, endevour to 
found their underftanding. Me thinks thelatrer keep the better ftile: And albeit theferwo 
parts areneceffarie, and both ought to concur in one, yet truly fhould that of learning be 
leffe prized than judgement, this may well be without the other, and not the other without 
this, Foras the Greeke verfe faith. 

O's ESiv ti eck Snors, By en vss meen, 
Learning nought worth doth lie, 
Benot difcretion by. 

Whereto ferveth learning, ifunderftanding be not joyned to it ?Oh would to God, that 
for the good of our juftice,the focieties of Lawyers were as wel ftored with judeement,dif- 
cretion,and conf{cience, asthey are with learning and wit, Non vite,fed {chole difcimus. We 
learne not for our life, bus for the fchoole. It is not enough to joyne learning and knowled geto 
the minde,it fhould be incorporated unto it: it muft not be fprinckled, but dyed with it; and 
if it change not and better her eftate(which is imperfect)it were much better to leave it, It is 
a dangerous Sword and which hindreth and offendéth her mafter,if it be ina weake hand, 
and which hathnot the skill to manage the fame: Vtfwerit meline non didiciffe: So ae it were 

better that we had not learned. It is peradventurethe caufe, that neither we,noi divinitic rea 
quire not much learning in women ; and that Francis Duke of Brirannie, fonne to Johathe 
fifth, when he was{poken unto for amarriage betweenehim and J/abel a daughter of Scop 
land ; and {ome told him fhe was but meanly broughtup, and without any inftru€tion of 
learning,anfwered,hee loved het the better for it,and that a woman was wife enough, iffhe 
could but makeadifference betweene the fhirt and dublet of her husbands. It isalfono 
fuch wonder (asfome fay ) that our auncefters did never make any great accomptof Let~ 
ters, and that even atthisday (exceptitbeby chaunce) they are not often found iy our 
Kings or Princes chiefe{t councels and confulrations : And if theend to grow rich by them, 
which now adaiesis altogether propofed unto us bythe ftudieof Law, of Phificke, of Pe- 
dantifme,and of Divinitie; did not keep them in credit, without doubt you fhould fee them 
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as beggarly and needy, and as much vilified as ever they were, And whatutr I ptay you. 
fince they neitherzeach us toithink well,nor doc weil > Poftquam doth: prodid: parisheniby. 
fun.Since ren became learnedsgo: ad men faeled, Each other tcienceis prejudiciall unto him 

thar hath not che {cience of goodnefle, Bur may not thereaton I- whilom foughfor,‘alfo 
proceed thence ?' That our Rudie in Frances liaving as itwereno other aigie bur profit, but 
thole leffe whom nature hath produced to more generous offices, thanducrative, BIViNg 
themfelves unto learning or fo briefely (before they have apprehended any liking of them, 
retired untoa profeffion that hath no communitie with beokes) there ate then none left,al- 
together ro engagethemfelves to ftudie and Boo es, but themeaner kind of people, and 


example, and familiar inftitution, of the bafeit {tampe, doe falfly reap the fruit of learning, 


For itis not in her power to give light unto the mind, that hath none, norco makea blind 


of Plareinhiscommon wealth is, togive unto his Citizens their charge, according tothei¢ 
nature.Nature can doeall,and doth all. Thecrookt backt,or deformed,are unfitfor anny exs 
ercife ofthe bodice, and crookedand mifthapen minds unproper for exerciles of the niinde, 
The battard and vulgar fort are unworthy of Philofophie, When we {eea man ill fhod, if he 
chance.to bea Shoomaker, wee fay it is no wondér, for commonly none goes wore fhod 
thanthey. Even foicfeemes, that experience doth often fhew us,a Phyfitian lefic healthy,a 
Divine leffe reformed, and molt commonly a Wifeman lefle fafficient than another, dri/to 
Chins had herctofore reafon to fay, that Philofophers did much hurt to their auditors, for. 
afmuch as che greateft number of ininds arenor apt fo profit by fuch inftructions, which, if 
theytakenota good, they will follow abad COULLC: ars mus ex Ariftippe, acerbos ex-Zeno. 
nis [chola exire. They proceedticestious out ifthe Schoage of Ariftippus, dst ditrer ont ofthe 
Scheole of Zeno.1n that excellent inttitution which Zenophon siveth the Penfians, wes fitid, 
that as other Nations teach their children Letrers, fo they taught theirs. verte. Plarotaid 
the eldeft bornefonue, in their royall fucceffion;wasthus taught. As foont as he was borne, 
he was delivered, not to woinen, but to fuch Eunuchs, as by teafon of their vertue were in 
chiefeft authoriteabout the King. Their fpeciallcharge was firft to thapen hislimmesand 
bodie,goodly and healthy; and at feven yeares ofage, they inftructed and inured him corfit 
ou horfebacke, and toridea hunting : when hecame to the age of fourteene, they delivered 
him into the hands 6ffoure men, that isto fay, the wile(t, the jultet, the moft temperate, 
and the mott valiantofall thenatiou. The fir taughe hin téligion ;the fecond, io be ever 
uprightand true 5 the third, to become Mafter of hs owne defies ;. aad the fourth tofeare 
nothing. Itisathing werthy great confideration, that-inthar excellent, and.as I may tenne 
it, matchletle policie of L cung as; and in truth, by reafonofher petfetion,monttrous, yet 
notwithfanding, fo carefull for the education of children, as of her principal charge, and 
even inthe Mafesbolome and refting=place, there is {0 litle uencion made Of learning: as 
ifthat'pénerous youth difd aining all. other yekes but of vertuey ought only -befurnithed, in 
dicw of tutors of Jearning with mafters of valour, of jultice,of wifdome,and of. temperance, 
Anexample which P/ato hath imitated in -his Lawes. The manner of clivit difcipline was, 
to propound quettions unto cheus, teaching thejudgernent of mnexi and of theiraGions zand 
if by way.of reafon.or difcourfe, they condemnaedor praifed, citherthis man, or that deed , 
they mult betold the, truth and bell: by which seants at once they.fhdrputd their wits, 
aad learned the right. dPiages in Zavophon calleth Cyrustoan accomnphof hislatt leffon : 
Ie is (faith he)chaca great lad in our $ cheole, having alittle QOaE,» Zave tt itooneof his fel- 
Jowes, that was of Jefler Rature thari himfelft, and teoke bis coat from him,. whicti was 
too big for him : our Mafter having made me judge of that ditfercnce, I judged thacthings 
mutt be left inthe tate they were in, and thar both {eemcd to be better fitted as they were; 


Whereupon he fliewed me, Ihad dene ill ; becaufe I had not only confidered the comeli- 
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neflewhere I fhould chiefly have refpected juftice,which required that noi ¢ fhould befor- 
ced in'any thing which properly belonged to him, and faid, he was whipt for itjas we are 
in ourcountrie-rownes, when we have forgotten the firlt pretetpertect tenie or 4ors/fe of 
waa, My Regent might longenough make me a prolixe and cunning Oration iz gewere de- 
monftrativo,in the oraroriekind of praife or d:fpraife ocfore ever hee ‘fhould perfwade me his 
Schooleis worth that. They have gone about to make the way fhorter: and fince Sciences 
(even when they are right taken) can teach us nothing but wifdome, honeltic,integritic, and 
refolutioa ; they haveat firt fight, attempted to put their child rén to the proper of effects, 
and inftru& them, not by heate-fay, bur by aflay of action, ‘lively modelling and framing 
them, not only by precepts and words, but principally by examples arid works, thatic 
might not bea Science intheir mind, but rather his complexion and habitude; not to pur- 
chafe,buta naturall inheritance. 
Tothis purpofe when Age/ilaus was demanded ,what his opinion was, children fhould 
learne: anfwered, What they fhould doe being men, \cisnomarvell, if fich an inftitation 
have produced fo admitable effects. Someiay, that in other Cities of Greece they went te 
feekefor Rhetoricians,for Painters,and for Muficians; whereas in Lacedémon, they fought 
for Law-givers, for Magiltrates, and Generals of armies: In e4thens tien learn’d to lay 
well, but here, todoe well: theréto refolye a fophifticall argument, and to confound the 
impofture and amphibologie of words, captioufly enterlaced together ; here to fhake off 
the allurements of yoluptuoufneffe, and with an undanted courage to contemne the threats 
of fortune,and reject the menaces of death : rhoflé bufied and laboured themfelyes about idle 
words, thefe after martiall things : there the congue was ever in continuall exercife of fpea- 
king, herethe minde in an unceffant practice of well-doing.And therfore was it not ftrange, 
if Antiparer requiring fiftic of their children for hoftages,they anfwered cleane contratieto 
that we would doe.¢har they would rather deliver him twice fo many men ; fo much did they 
valticand eftecme the loffe of their countrieseducation. When Agefi/aus inviteth Xenophon 
to fend his children to Sparta; there to be brought up sir isnot, becaufe they fhould learne 
Rhetorike,or Logike,but,as himfelfe faith {to rhe end they may learne the worthief and beft 
{tierce that may bce, to wit, the knowledge how to obey, and the skillhow 10 command, Iisa 
{port to fee Soerares, after his blung manner, to mocke Hippias, whoreporteth unto him, 
what great fumines of money he had gained, efpecially in certaine little Cities, andfinall 
townes of Sicily, by keeping {choole, and teaching letters, and that at Sparta he could not 
gcta fhilling. That they were but Idiots and foolith people, who can neither meafure nor 
eftecme; normake no accompt of Grammerjor of Rythmes 5 and who only anwnufethems 
felyes.to know the fucceffion of Kings, theeftablifhing and declination ofeftates, ‘and fich 
liketrath of flim-flam tales, “Which done; Socrates forcing him particularly to allow the 
excellencie of their forme of publike government, the happineife and Vertue of their private 
life,remits untohimn co gueffe the conclufion of the unprofitablenefft of his arts, Exarnples 
teach us both imthis martial! policic, and inall fuch like, that the ftudieof fciences doth 
more weakenand effeminate mens minds, than corroborate and adapt them to warte, The 
mighticft,yeathe beft fetled-eftate, that is now in the world, isthat ofthe Turkes, a nation 
equally inftructed:to the efteeine of armés, and difefteeme of letters. ‘I find Rome to have 
becue molt valiant,when it was leaft learned. The moft warlike nations of oui daies,are che 
rudeft and moftignorant. The Scithians,the Patthians;and Tzmburlane, {erve to verifiemy 
faying When the Gothes over-tan and ravaged Greece; that which faved’all their Libraries 
fromthe fire,was,that one among them, {cattered this opinion, that fiich trath of bookesand 
papers mutt be left unteucht‘and whole for their enemies asthe only mheane,and proper in= 
ftrumentto divert them ftom all militarie exercifes,and ammufe them to idle;fecurejand fe 
dentarie occupations. “Wher our King Charles the eight, in a manner without unfheathing 
hisf{word, fawhimfelfe abfolute Lord’of the whole Kinedome of Wap/es, and of a great 
part of Thafoanie, the Princes and Lords of. his traine- afcribed this fodainc, and unhoped 
for victorie,and facilitie of fo noble and prodigious a conqueft, only to this, that molt of 
the Princes and nobilitie of Jza/se ammufed theinfelves’ rather to’ becoine ingenious and 
wile by learning than vigorous aad watriers by militaric exercifes. 
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Oftbeinftiution and education of ( hildi-en; to the Ladie Diana 
of Foix,Counteffe of Gurfon. 


Never knew father, how crooked and deformed foever his fonne were, that would eiz 
ther altogether caft him off,or hor acknowledge him for his owne :and yet(unleflehe be 
meercly befotted or blinded in his affection) it may not be faid bur he plainly perceiveth his 
defects,and hatha feeling of his imperfections.But fo itis,he is his owne.So is itin my felfe, 
Ifce better than:any man elfe, that what [havefet downe, is nought’ but the fond imagina- 
tions of him, who inhis youth hathtafted nothing bur'the paring, and feen bur the fuiper- 
ficies of truc learning :. whercof he hath retained but a generall andfhapeletie forme: a 
* {macke of every thing in generall bur nothing to the purpofeia particular: After the French 
manner. To be fhort,I know there isan art of Phificke; a courfe of lawes > foure parts of 
the Mathematikes; and Larmanor altogether ignorant, what they tend unto, ° And perhaps 
Lalfo know the feope and drittof Sciences in generall, to be for the fervice of our life, “But 
to wade further or that ever [tired my felfe with plodding upon “Ariffarke (the Monarch of 
our modernedoétrine) or obftinately contigued-inthe {earch of any onefcience? I confefe 
Tnever didit. Nor isthcre any one art, whereof I am able fo much 4s.to draw the fir fines 
aments, And there isno {choller (be he ofthe lowett fornie). that may not repuce himfelfe 
wifer than I, who am notable to appofe him in his firft leflon.: and if |-be forcedto it. lam 
conttrained verie impertinently to draw inmatter from fome generall difcourfe, whereby } 
exainine, and give a guefle at his naturall judgement : a leflon. as much unknownetorhem ; 
as theirsisto me, I havenotdealt ot had commerce with any excellent booke, except Piya 
tarke ox Sexeca, from whom (asthe Danatdes) [draw my water,unceffantly filling and as 
faftemprying :fome thing whereof] faftew to this paper,burto my felfe nothing atalliAnd 
touching bookes :, Hiftorie is my chiefe ftudie,Poefie my only delight; to which Iaen par: 
ticularly affedted : for'es Cleanrbes (aid, that-as the voice being forciblie pent in thenarrow 
gullet of'a trumpet, at la(t iffueth forth more ftrong and fhriller,fo me feemes,that afenterice 
cunningly and clofely couched in meafure-keeping Pofie,datts it {elfeforth more furionfly; 
and wounds me eyen tothe quickes And concerning the naturall faculties that arein mac; 
(whereof behold here-an effay) I petceivethemite faint under their ewae burthen; my-cons 
ceits, and my judgement march bue uncertaine; and as it were groping, {taggcring, and 
ftumbling at eyery ruth :. And when Ihave gone.as far.asTcan,' 1 haveno whit picafed my 
felfe: for the further I faileche moreland I defcrie, and: ithat fo.dimmed with fogees;and 
over-calt with clouds,that my-Gehtis fo weakned, I canyiot diftinguifithefames And then 
undertaking to {peake indifferently ofall that prefents ic felfe unto miy fantafie, and having 
nothing but.mine-owne naturall meanestoitmploy therein, ifit be my hap: ( 4scommonly 
itis.) among good Authors, to light upon'thofe yerie places which d-haye uridertaken:to 
treat off,as cvennow I'did in Plwtarke, reading his difcourle of the power of imaginatidt, 
Wherein in tegard of thofe,wifemen, I acknowledge my: felfe fo weake;and fo poore,fo dull 
and grofe-hcaded,as I am foreed bothto pittie and difdaino my feife,yet am I pleated with 
this, that my opinions have often the gracé-to juinp with theirs, arid that I follow'them a 
loofe-off,and thereby poileffe at lea(t, that which all athet mei have nor ; whichis, that I 
know theutmoft-ditkerence betweene them and my-felfes all which notwithitanding [fufs 
fermy inventiousto. run abread, as weake,and faints, 4s -have prodiiced them;) without 
bungling and botching the faults, which thiscompatifon. hach-difcoyered to mein them, 
Aman had need. have.a firong backesoto, undertake) to match foor)to foot iwith thefe 
Kind of men., The iad ifcrcet.writers of lit age, amidtt their criviallcompdfitions,) inter 
mingle and wreft in whole ferences taken from attcient, Authors; fuppofing byfuch filch+ 
ing.theft to. purchafe honour and reputation to themifelves;doe clean¢ contrarie: For; this 
infinite varictic and diffemblance of lufttes makes a face fo wan, fo:il-fayored, and fo uglie, 
in xefpegt of theirs, that they lofe much'more-than gaine therebys Thefe were tyocop- 
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trarie humours : The Philofopher Chri/ippus was wont to foift-in amongft his bookes, nor 
only whole fentences,and other long-long difcourfes, but whole bookes of other Authors, 
asin one,he brought in Euripides his Medea.And Apolloderms was wont tofay of him, thac 
if one fhould draw from out his bookes, what he had {tolne from others, his paper would 
remaine blanke, Whereas Epicwrns cleanecontraric to him in three hundred yolumes, he 
left behind him, had not made ufe of oncallegation. Ic was my fortunt not long fince to 
light upon fuch a place: I had laneuifhingly traced-after fome F rench words, fo naked and 
fhallow, and fo void either of fence or matter, thatat laft J found them to be nought bur 
meereFrench words ; and after atediousand weatifometravell,I chanced to ftumble upon 
an high, rich, and even to the clouds-raifed piece, the defcent whereof had it been fome- 
what more pleafant oreafie, or the afcentreaching a little further, it had been excufable, 
and to be borne-withall ;. but i wasfuch a fteepie downe-fall, and by meere firength he= 
wen out of the maine rocke,that by reading ofthe firft fix words, me thought I was carried 
into another world: : whereby I perceivethe bottomme whence I came to be fo low and deep, 
as I durft never more adventure to go throught; for, if I did ftuffe any one of my difcour- 
fes with thofe rich fpoiles, ic would manifeftly caufe the fortifhnefie of others to appeate. 
To reprove mine owne faults in others, feemestome no more unfutferable, tian to repre~ 
hend (as I doe often) thofe of others in my felfe. They ought to be accufed every where,and 
have all places of Sanétuarie taken from them : yet do I know how oyer-boldly,at all times 
Jadyventure to equall my felfe unto my filchiugs,aind tomarch hand in hand with them;not 
without 2 fond-hardie hope, that Imay perhaps be ableto bleare the eyes of the Judges 
from di{Cerningthem.But it is as much forthe benefit ofmy application, as for the good of 
mine invention and force,. And Idocnot furioufly froat, and bodieto bodie wrelile with 
thofe old champions :it is but by fleights advantages,and falfe-offers I feek to come within 
them,and ifI can,to give them a fall. I doe not rathly take them about thenecke,I doc bur 
touchthem, nordoe I go fo farasby my bargaine I would feemeto doc; could I but keepe 
even with them, I fhould then bean honeft ‘man; for I {ceke not to venture on them, but 
where they arcftrongeft, Todoeas I have feeh fomé, thatis, to (hroud themflves under 
others armes,not dating fo much as to fhow their fingers ends unarmed,and to borch up all 
their works (asit is an cafte matter in 2 common fubje& namel y forthe wifer fort) with an- 
cientinventions, here and there hudled-up together. And iathofe who endevoured to hide 
what they havefilched from others,and make it their owne, itis firft a manifettnote of in ju- 
ftice,than a plaineargument of cowardlinefle; who having nothing of any worth inthema 
felvestomake fhow of, will yct under the countévatceof others fufticientie gocabout ro 
make a faire offer » Motcover (oh great foolithnefie)to feck by fuch cofening tricks to fore- 
{tall the ignorant approbatiow of rhe common fort, nothing fearing to difcovertheir igno- 
xance to men of underftanding (whofe praife only is of value) who will foone trace out {lich 
borrowed ware. As for me,chervid nothing T willdoe leffe. I never fpake of others bur that 
Imay-the more fpeake of my felfe. ‘This coucerneth not thofe tningle-mangles of man 

kinds of ftuffe,or.as the Grecianscalithem Rapfodies,that forfiuch are publithed, of which 
kind Ihave (finced came to yeates of diftretion ) een divers moft ingenious and wittie; 
amongft others, one under the hae of Capilupus; befides smany of the ancient ftampe. 
Thefeare wits of fuchexcellencejas both hereand elfewhere they will foone be perceived as 
our late famous writer Lipjiee in his learned and laborious work ofthe Politikes:yet what- 
foever come of it, for fo muchas they are but follies, my intent isnot te finiothcrthem; 16 
more than a bald and hoarie piéture of mine, wherea Painter hath drawnenot’a perfeét vi- 
fage,but mine ownes' For, howfoever, thefe are but my huinorsand opinions, anid I deliver 
theni but to fhow what my coriceit isjand not what ouglitte bebeleeved When Tayme at 
nothing but to difplay my felfe,who perddvencute (ifainew préntifhip change me) fhall be 
anotherto morrow:T have ne authoritie to purchdfe beliefe,tieither do I defire it; knowing 
well thar J am not fifficiently tanght to inftru@others.: Some havine read my: precedetic 
Chapter, ‘told me not ‘long fince inmmine ownt'houfe, ‘I fioild fornewhat mote have é- 
tended my felfe in the difcourfe concéming the inftittition of children. Now ( Madam ) if 
there were any fufficiencie inme: touching that fabjeét, T could nor better employ the faine, 
than to beftow itas a prefent upon that fittlelad / Which ere lorig threatneth tomakea hap~ 
pie iflue from out your honorable wombe ':>for (Madarne) you aretoo cenerousto begin 
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with other thaaa mut childe, And having had fo great a pare in the condu@ of yout fice 
ceflefull marriage, Tay ch lenge fone right aind intere(t in ‘the gteatnefle and proffieritie 
ofall chat th ull proce from it: moreover, cheancientand tightfull pofletion; which yout 
from time to time have evet hady and (till haveoyer my {ervice, urgethine With more thay 
ordinarie refpeéts, to with all honour, well-fare aud advantage to whatloever yn ay itrany 
fortcorcerne you and yours, “And truly, my meaning is,butro thew, thatthe greatelt difi 
cultie,and importing all humane kao wledee, feemeth to be itthis point; where the nurture 
and in{titution of young children isin queftioa. For, as ia matters of hisbandrie the labor 
that mutt be ufed before fowing\ferting and planting, yea in planting it felfe,is mof{t certaine 
andeafie. But when chat whichwas towen,fer and planted,cominech to take life ; before ir 
coine to ripenefle,mach adoz,and great variesie of proceeding belongethitoit. So in men, it 
isno great matter co getthem, but being borne; what continual! cares) what diligent atten 
dance, what doubts and feares; doe daily wait on their parents and tutors, before they can 
be nurtured and brought toany a90d >: The fore-thew of their inclination whilett they are 
young ts fo uncertaine, their husnours (3 variable, their promifes {ochanging, their hopes {> 
falfeyind their proceedings fo doubeful,thac iris very hard,(yea for the wileft)to eround any 
certainejudgemenuz,or aflured tuccetfe uponthem. Behold Cymon,view Themiftocles,and a 
thoulaad others, how:they have differed, and fallen to berter ftom themfelves, and deceive 
the expectation of fach asknew them. The young whelps both of Dogges and Beares, at 
firft ght fhew theirnacurall difpofition,but men head long imb: acing this cuftome or fafhi- 
on, following that humor or opinion, admitting this or that patfion,allowing of that orthis 
law,areeafily changed and {oone difguifed; yct isit hard to force the naturall propenfion or 2 
readineffe of the mind, whereby it followeth,that for. want of heedie fore-fight in thofe that 

could not guide their courfe well they oftenemploy much time in vaine, to addref{e young 
childten in thole matters, whereunto they arenotnaturallyaddiéted. All which dj liculties 
not withftanditig; mine opinion is, to bring them up inthe beft and profitableft ftudies and 
thata man fhould flightly pafle over thofe fond: prefages, and deceiving prosnottikes, 
which we over precifely gather in their infaacie.And (without offence be ir {aid )me thinks, 
that P/aro in his common-wealth alloweth them too-too much authoririe, 

Madame, Learning joyned with true knowledge isan efpeciall and graceful ornament, 
and an implement of wonderfull ufe and confequence, namely in perfons taifed to that de. 
greeef fortune, wherein you are, . And in good truth, learning hath not herowne true 
forme, nor can fhe make fhew of her beauteous lineaments, if fhe fall intothe hands of bafe 
and vile perfons. [ For, as famous Torguato Taffo faith ; Philofophie being a rich and no- 
ble Queenc, and knowing herowne worth, gtacioufly {mileth upon, aud lovingly embra~ ”” 
ceth Priaces and noble men, if they become futers to her, admitting them as her mini- 
ons,and gently affoording chem all the favous fhe can ;. whereas upon thecontrarie, if fhe »” 
be wooed, and fited unto by clownes, mechanical] fellowes, and fuch bafe kind of people, ” 
fhe holds her felfe difparaged and difgraced,as holding NO proportion with them.And ther. 7? 
fore {ee we by experience,that ifatrue Gentleman,or nobleman follow her with any atten- ” 
tion,and wooed her with importunitie, he thallfearne and know more of her, andprovea ” 
better {choller inone yeare,than an ungentle or bafe fellow fhall in feven, though he purfue ” 
her never fo attentively. | She is muchmorereadie and fierce tolend her furtherance and ” 
direction in the conduct of a warre,to attempt honorable agtions, to command a people,to »” 
treat a peace with a prince of forraiae nation,than fhe isto formean argument in Logick,te ” 
deyile a Syllogifine,to canyafeacaleat che barre,or to prefcribe a receit of pills. So (noble »” 
Ladic) forfomuch as [cannot perfwademy felfe, that you will either forect or negleét this’ ”” 
point,concerning theintticution of yours, efpecially having tafted the (weernefle thereofand 
being defcended of fo noble and learned arace. For we yet poffeflethe learned compofiti- 
ons of theancient and noble Earles of Fox, from out whofe heroicke loynes your husband 
and you take your of-ipring. And Francis Lord of Gandaleyour worthieuncle, doth daily 
bring forth fuch fruits thereof, asthe knowledge of thematchlefle qualitie of your houfe 
fhall hereafter extend it felfe to many ages; I will therefore make you acquainted with one 
conceit of mine, which contrarie tothe common ufe I hold, and that is all fam abjeto 
atfoord you, coucerning that matter, The chatge of the Tutor, which you fhall appoint 
your fonne, in the. choice of whom confifteth che whtole fubftance of his education and 
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bringing-up; on which are many branches depending, which ia asl can adde no- 
thing ofany moment to it)I will not touc hat all. And forthat pointsis icrein I prefuine to 
advilehim,he may fo farforth give credit unto it, ashe fhall.ice juft caufe.. To @ gentleman 
borne ofnoble parentage,and heir¢ of a houfe,that aymeth at true learning, and in it would 
be difciplined, notfo much forgaine or commoditie to himielfe ( becaute {0 abjeét anend 
is far unworthie the grace and, favour of the Mufes, and befides, hath a regard ordepen- 
dencie of others) nor for externall thew and ornament, but toadorne and enrich his inward 
minde, defiring rather to fhape and inftitute an able and fuffacient man, thana bare Icarned 
man. . My defireis therefore, thatthe parents or over{eersof fuch a geatleman be very cir 
cumfpeét, and.carefull in chufing his director, whom I would rather commend for having 
a well compofed and temperate braine,than a full ftuft head, yet both will doe well. And { 
would rather prefer wifd ome,judgement, civill cuftomes, and modeft behaviour,than bare 
and meere literall learning ; and that in his chargehe holda new courfe, Someneyer ceale 
brawling in their (chollets cares (asif chey were (till pouring in atonell ) to follow their 
booke, yet is their charge nothing elfe, but to repeat, what hath beenetold them before, I 
would have a tutor to correét this part, and thac ar firft entrance, according to the capacitie 
ofthe wit be hath in hand,he (hould begin to make fhew of it, making himto haye a fmacke 
ofall things, and how tochufe and diftinguith them, without helpe ofottiers, fometimes 
opening him the way, other times leaving him to openit by himfeife. I would nothavehim 
to invent and {peake alone, but futfer his difciple to {peake when his tarne commeth. Soeva~ 
tes, and after him.eArcefilams, made their {chollers to {peak firft, and then would {peake 
them-felves, Obes plerwmgne its qui difcere volut, auttorttas eornm qui decent. Moff com- 
monly the authoritie of then that teach,binders them that won!d learne. 

It is therefore meet,that he make him firlt xot-on before him,whereby he may thebetter 
judge of his pace, and fo gueflehow long he will hold out, that accordingly he may fit his 
firength: for want of which propertion, weoften marte all. And to know how tomakea 
good choice,and how far forth one may ptoceed (ftill keepiag a due meafire) is one ofthe 
hardeft labours I know, Itis a figue of a noble,and effect ofan undanted fpirit,to know how 
tofecond, and how far forth he thall condefeend to his childifh proceedings, and howto 
guide them. As for my felfe, I can betces'and with more ftrengch walke up,thandownea 
hill, Thofe which according to our common fafhion,undettake with onc felfe-fame lefion, 
and likemaner of education, to direét many fpirits of divers formesand ditterent humours, 
it isn marvell ifamong a multitude of children, they fcarfe meet with two or three, chae 
reap any good. fruit by their difcipline, orthat come to any perfection. I wouldnoronl 
have him te demand an accompt of the words contained in his leflon, butof the fenfe and 
fubfiance thereof,and judge of the profit he hath made of it net by the teftimonie of his me- 
morie,but by the witnefle of his life. That what he lately learned, he caufe him to fet forth 
and pourtray the fame into fundrie fhapes,and then to accommodate itto as many different 
and feyerall {ubjeéts; whereby he fhal perceive,whether he have yct apprehended the fame, 
and therein enfeofted himfelfe, at ductimes taking his inftrugtion from the inftirution given 
by Plato. It isa figne of cruditie and indigeftion for aman to yeeld up his meat, even as he 
{wallowed the fame sthe ftomacke hath not wrought his full operation, unlefe it have chane 
ged forme,and altered fafhion of that which was given him to boyle and concoct. 

[ Wee icemen gape afterno reputation but learning, and when they fay, {uch aoneisa 
learned man, they thinkethey have faid enough ; ] Our mindc doth movear others ploa- 
fire, as tyed and forced to fervethe fantafies of others, being brought under by autho. 
ritie, and forced to ttoope to the lure of their bareleffon; wee have beene fo fubjected co 
harpe upon one ftring, that.we have no way left-usto defcant upon voluntarie : our vi- 
gor and libertic iscleane extingt. Nunquans turele [ua finnt. They never cometotheir owne 
tustton, It was my hapto bee familiarlie acquainted with an honelt man at Pifa, but 
fuch an 4riftotelian, as he held this infallible pofitien ; that a conformitie to Ariftorles 
doctrine was the true touchftore and {quire of all folid imaginations, and perfect veri- 
tic; for, whatfoever had no coherencie with it, was but fond Chimeraes, and idle hu- 
mours; in afmuchas he had knowneall, fceme all, and {aid all. This propofition of his, 
being fomewhar over amply and injurioufly interpreted by fome, madehim a Jong time 
after to be troubled inthe inquifition of Reme. I would have him make his {choller nar 
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rowly co fiftall things wich difcretion, and harbour nothingin his head by meere authori= 
tie,or upon truft. AvzPorles principles fhall be no more axiomes unto him,thau the Storkes 
or Epicurians, Lexthisdiverfitie of judgements be propofed unto him;if he can,he fhall be 
able ro diftingnith the crurh from falfehood,ifnot,he will remaine doubrfull, 

Chenoa men che faper dubbiar m'ag grada. 

No lefle it pleafech me, 

To doube,than wife to be. 

Forif by his owne difzourfe he embrace the opinions of Xenophonsor of Plarosthey thall 
be no longer theirs but his,He that meercly followeth another,traceth nothing, and feeketh 
nothing: Non famus {ub Rege, fibi qui[que fe vindicer. We are not under a Kings command; 
every one may cralleuge bimfelfe,for let bins at leaft know that hekvoweth, It is requitite he 
endevour as much to teed himfelte with their conceits, aslabourto learue their precepts ; 
which, fo he know howto applie, let him hardly forget, where, or whence he had thea, 
Truthand reafoa are commonro all,and are no more proper unto him chat{pake chem here- 
tofore than unto hia that fhall{peake chem hereafter. And it isno more according to Pigs 
toes opinion, thanto mine, fince both he and I underftand and fee alike. The Bees doe here 
andthere fuckethts, and cull that lower, but afterward they produceche hony, which is 
peculiarty their owne,then is it nomore Thyme or Majoram. So of peeces borrowed of o- 
thers,he may lawfully alver,transforme, and confound them, to fhape out of chem aperfest 
peece of worke, altogether hisowne; alwaicsprovided, his judgement, histravell, ftudie, 
and infticution tend to nothing, but toframe the fame perfect. Let him hatdly conceale, 
where, or whence he hath had any helpe, and make no fhew ofanything,bur of that which 
he hath made himielfe. Pirates,filchers,and borrowers,make a fhew of their purchaces and 
buildings, but not of that which they have taken from others: you fee not the fecrct fees or 
bribés Lawyers take of their Clients, but you fhall manifeftly. difcover the alliances they 
make, the honoursthey get for their children, and the goodly houfesthey build. Noman 
makes open fhew of his teceits,but every one of his gettings. The good that comesof {tudie 
(or at leaft thould come) isto proye better, wifer, and honefter. . It is the underftanding 
power({aid Epicharmus ) that fecth and heareth, itis it,chat pecker all and difpofeth all, 
that moveth, {wayeth, and rulech all: allthings el(eare but blind, fenfeleffc, and without 
fpirit.And truly in barring him of libertie to doe any thing of himfelfe, wemake him there- 
byimorefervileand more coward, Who would ever enquire of his {choller what hethin~ 
keth of Rhetorike,of Grammar, ofthis,or of that fentence of Cicera? Which things through. 
ly fethered (asif they were oracles) are let flic into our memorle ; in which both letters and 
fyllables are fubftantiall parts of the fubject.’To-know by roatis no perfc& knowledge, but 
to keep what one hath committed to’his memories charge, is commendable : what aman 
directly knoweth,thar will he difpofd-of, without turning ftill to his booke, or looking to 
hispattern,A mcere bookish fufliciencieis.unpleafant, All L expect ofit, is an imbellifhin 
of my actions,and not 2 foundation ofthem,according to -Plaroes mind who {aith,conftan- 
cie,faith,and finceritic, are true Philolophie ; .as for other Sciences,and tending elfe-where, 
they are but garith paintings.1 would faine havePalwel or Pomspeysthofe two excellent daun- 
cers of our timne,with all their nimblenefle,teach any man:tedoe their loftie tricks,and high 
capers,only with fecing them done, and without {tirring out of his place,as forme Pedanti- 
callfellawes would inftract our minds withour moving or putting icin practice, And glad 
would fbeto tind one, that would reachus how to manage a horfe, to toffe a pike, to 
fhoot-off a peeée, to play upon the lute,or.to. warble with the voice, without any exercile, 
asthefe kind of men would teach usto judge, and how ro fpeake well, without any exercife 
of {peaking or judging. In whicl: kind of life,or as Imay terme it,Prentifhip, what action 
orobject foever iprefents it-felfewnto our cies,-may ferve usin ftead of a fufticientbooke. 
A prettic pranke ofa boy,a knavifhtricke ofa page, a foolifh part of a lackey, an idletate 
or any difcourfe elie, fpokencither in jcft or earneft, at the table or in companie, are even as 
newfubjects forusto worke-upon : for furtherance whereof,commerce or cominon facié- 
tic among men, vifiting offorraine countries, and obferving of ftrangefafhions, are yerie 
neceflary not only to be able(after the manner of our yong gallants of France )to report how 
many pacesthe Church of Sasa Rotonda isin length or breadth, or whatrich garments the 


curtezan Signora Livia wcareth,and the worth of her hofen;or as fome do,nicely rodifpute 
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how tuchtongeror broader the face of Nero is, whichthey. have feenein fome old ruines 
of Italie, than that which is made for himin other old monuments eli@-where, Burithey 
fhotild principally obferve aiid be ableto make certaine relation of the humours and fafhi- 
ons of thofecountries they havefeenc, that they may the better know ho W tocortectand 
prepare their wits by thofe of others. I would therefore have him begineven from his itt 
fancietotravellabroad ; and firft, that at one fhoot he may hit two idtkes, he fhonid fee 
neighbour-countrics, namely where languages ate moft diferent from ours ; for, unlefiea 
manstonoue be fafhioned unto them in his youth,he fhall never attaine to thetrue pronun- 
tiation of them, ifhe once grow in yeares.Moreover, we fee it received asa common opinion 
ofthe wiler fort ,thatit agreeth not with reafon, that achilde bealwaies nuzzled, cockered , 
dandled, and brought up in hisparents lap or fight ; forfomuch as their naryrall kinduefle, 
or (as I may call it tender fondneffe, caufeth often, even the wifeft to prove fo id le, folover- 
vice, and fo bafe-minded. For parentsare not capable, ncithercan they find in their hearts 
to fee them checkt,correéted, or chaftifed ,nor itidure tofeethem brought up fo meanly,and 
{6 fat from daintinefle,and many times fo dangeroufly,as they muft needsibe. And it would 
grieve them to fee their children come home from thofe: exercifes, that a Gentleman muft 
neceffarily acquaint himfelfe with ,fometimes all wetand bemyred other times {weatie,and 
full ofduft, and to drinke being eitherextrcme hor, orexceeding colds and it would trou- 
ble them to fee him ridea rough-untamed horfe, or with his weapon furioufly incounter a 
skilfull Fencer, orto handle and fhoot-off a musket; again(t whichthere is no remedy, if 
he will make hitn prove a fufficient, compleat,or honeft man: he muft not be fpared in his 
youth ; and it will cometo pafle, thar he fhall many times have occafion and be forced to 
fhocke the rules of Phyficke. 

Vitamagne {ub dio trepidis agat 

In rebus. 

Leade he his life in open aire, 

And in affaires fulliof defpaire. 

Teis notfufficient to make’ his minde ftrong, his muskles mult alfo be frengthned :. the 
mihde is over-borneifit benot feconded sand it is too much for her alone to difcharge two 
offices. Thave a feeling how mine panteth; being joyned'tofo tender and fenfible a bodie, 
and that lieth fo'heayie upon it. Andinmy leGture, Toften perceive how my Authotsin 
heir writings fometimes cointnend examples for magnanimitie and force, thatrather pro- 
ceed from a thicke skin and hatdneés of the bones, ‘Lhave knowne men, women ardchil+ 
dren borne of fo hard a conftitution,thata blow with a cudgell would leffe hurt them han 
a filip would doe me, and fo dull and blockifh, that they willneither ftittongue noreye~ 
browes, beat them never fo much. Wheirwreftlers o0¢ about tocounterfeitthe Philofo. 
phers patience, they rather fhew the vigor of their fwinewes, than of their/heart.For thecu- 
ftomcto bearé travell,is to tolerate griefe * Labor tallum obducit dolori: Labour worketh a 
hardneffe upon forrow. Heemutt be enured tofufter the paine:and hardneffe of exercifes, 
that { he may be induced to tnduite the paine of the colicke, of cauterie, of fals, of {prains, 
and other difcafés incidentto mans bodies yea, ifneed require, patiently to bearcimprifon- 
ment, and other tortures, by which fufferance he fhall come to be had in more efteemeand 
accompt: for according totime aiid place; the good as wellas the bad man may haply fall 
into them ; we have {cen it by €xperience, Whofoever ftriveth againftthelawes; threats 
good meh with mifchiefe and extortion: Moréover,theauthoritie of the Tutor (who fhould 
be foveraigne over him) is by the cockering and prefence ofthe parents; hindred and intet- 
rupted : befidestheawe and refpeét whichithe houfhold beares him,and the knowlegde of 
the meanes, poffibilitics, and greatnetlt of his houfe, arein my judgement, no {mail letsina 
yoting Gentleman. In this {choole of commerce,and focietie among men,I have oftennoted 
this vice,that in liew of taking acquaintance of others, We only endevourto make ourfelves 
Knowneto them: and'we aremore ready tonitter fuch merchandize as we have, than te in- 
groffe and plrchafene w commodities, Sileice and modeftieare qualities veric convenientto 
civil converfation, It is alfo neeeflary ,that'ayoting man be rather taughtto bedifcreerlya{pa- 


o 
ring and clofe-harided than prodigally-waft full and lavith in his expenices;and moderate in 


husbanditig/his wealth when he thall cométo poffeffe it. And motto take pepper-in the nofe 
for every foolifh'tale thar thal be fpoken iti hisprefence,becaufeitis- an uncivil importunity, 
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to contradi&,whatfoever is nor agreeing to. out humour: Jet him be pleafed to cone@ him 
felfe, And let him not feemcto blame that is others, which he refufeth to doe himfelfe, nor 
30¢ about to withftand common fathions, Licet fapere fine pompa, fate tnvidta, A man PHYS Sen epide 
% wife withowt ost entation, withoue envie, Let himavoid thofe imperious images of the e 103.f, 
world ,thofe uncivil behayiours,and childifh ambition, wherewith God Wot, too-too many 
are pofleft : that 1s,co make a faire fhew of thar, which isnor in hide: endevouring to be re. 
puted other. rhan indeed he is; and as it reprebenfion and new deviceswere hard to come by, 
he would by that rheane acquire unto him{elfe the nameof fome peculiar vertuey As it per- 
taineth but to greaz Poctsto ufethe libertic of arts ; { is it tolerabie-bur in noble minds, 
and great {piritsto havea preheminenceaboye ordinarie fafhions, Si guid Socrates. Ay;- 
Sipps contra morem cr cosfuetudinem fecerunt, idems filt ne arbitretup licere : Magis ening 
i & divinis bonis hauc heemiam Affequebautur. Lf Socrates and Aviftippus have done ought 
againft cuftome or goad wanner, let not 4 manthinke he may doe the fampe's far they obtained 
rhs licence by their great andexcellews £00d parts: He thall be to ugho,uiot to enter rafily in- 
to difcourfe or contefting , but when he fhall emcounter with a Champion , worthie his 
firength ; And thea would I not have him imploy alithetricks tisat may fit his turne;bur 
only fiich as may ftand him in moft ftead,. That he be taught to be curious jn making choice 
of his reatons, loving péttinency,and by confequence brevitic. Thatabove all, he be infiry- 
Cted to yeela,yeato guit his weapons unto ttuth,as foone as he thal difeerne the fame, whe- 
ther it proceed from his adverfarieor upon better advice from himfelfe; for,hethall not be 
preferred to any place of cminencieaboye others for tepeating of a prefcript part; and he is 
hot engaged to defend any caufe, further than he may approoveit; nor fhall he bee of that 
trade, where the libertie for a man Co repensgnd re- advife him{elfe is fold for readie 
Neguest omnia, que prafcriptacy ‘mperata fn’, defendar, 
viforced by any neceffitieto defend and mak? goodall thar is 
Ithisrutor agree with my humour, he (hall trame | 
tubject to his Prince,and ‘a moft affectionate and ¢ 
cerne the honor of his Sovetaigne,or the good of his countrie, And endeyour tofupprefitin 
him all manex of affection to undertake any acti 
dutic, Befides many inconveniences,which e 
particular bonds; the judgement ofamant 
honeft, or elfe itis blemifht with overfight andin 
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neceffitate ulla cogitur. Noy whe cir, Atad.qn 
pre{cribed and commanded hing, sib... 

iis affegtion, to be a moft loyalland true 


,» to inftiture 
yours , with the commodities that follow 
hour fome colour ofreafon ).his libertie, and dazle his 

y feene, that the Courtiers-language differs from other 
mens, in the fame ftate, and to be of nogreat credit in fuch matters, «Let therefore his con. 
{cience and yertue thine in his {; 


peech, amd reafon be his chicfedire@tion, Let hiribe taughe 
vo confefle fiuch faults as he thal] difcoverin his owne difcourfes, afbeit n 
them but himfelfe; forit isan evident fhew of jud 


the chiefett qualities he aymeth at, That wilfu! 


words, are:common qualities moft apparent in bafeft mindes :Thatto re-a 
nimfelfe, and whenone is moft carneft, to leave an ill Opinion , are rare, noble, and Phi. 
lofophicall conditions, Being in companie, he fhall be put in minde, to caft his eyes round 


about, and every where. : For Inote, thatthe chiefe places are ufually feazed upon by the 
moft unworthie, and leffe capable ; and that height of 

ciencie, | haye feene, that whilft they attheup 
themfelyes, with talking of the beautie of the 
of fome good cup of wine, many good difcourfes at the lowerend , 
He fhal} weigh thecarriage ofevery manin his 
ora traveller; all muftbe imployed ; 


make up houthold ; yea, the folliean 


minion Courtiers, corrupt (not wit 
judgement. Ttistherefore common! 


one other perceive 
gement,and effeet of finceritie, which'are 
ly to ftrive. and obftinately to contelt in 
y ’ y 


- Lethim hardly bepofleft with an honett curiofitiete 
let himfurva y what-foever is rareand — 
H ac 
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lar abouthim; a building,a fountaine,a man, a place where any battell hath been foughr, 
or the paflages of Cefar or Charlemaine. 

Ouc tellus fitlena gelu, que putris ab estu, 

Ventus in Italiam quis bene vela ferat, 

What land is parcht with heat, what cleg’d with froft, 

What wind drives kindly to th’ftalian coaft. 

He shall endevourto be familiarly acquainted with the cuftomes, with the meanes, with 
the ftate, with thedependances and alliances of all Princes they are things foonc and plea- 
fant to be learned;and-moft profitableto be knowne. In this acquaintance ofinen, my mea- 
ning is, thathee chiefely comprehend them, that live but by the memorie of bookes. He 
fhall,by the help of Hifteries, informe himfelfe of the worthieftiminds that were in the beft 
ages, Itis a frivolous ftudie, ifa man lift,but of unvaluableworth , to fuch ascan make ufe 
of it... Andas Plato faith, the onely {tudie the Lacedemonians referved for themfelves. 
‘Whatprofit fhall henot reap, touching this point, reading the lives of our Plarark? Kl- 
wayesconditioned, themafter bethinke hunfelfe whereto his charge tenderh ; and that he 
imprint not fo much in his {chollersmind thedate of the ruine of Carthage, asthe manners 
of Hunaiballand Scipio, nor fo much where Marcellus dicd as becaufehe was unworthy of 
his devoire he dicd there : that heteach hingnot fomuch to know Hiftories, as to judge of 
them. It.is,amoneft things that beft agree with my humour, the fubject to which our foitis 
doc moft diverfly appliethemfclves. I have read in Titus Livie a number of things,which 
peradventuse others never read, in whom Platarke haply read a hundred more, than ever 
I could.sead, and which perhaps the author himfeife did never intend to fer downe. To 
{ome kind-ofinen, it isa meere gramaticall ftu@fic, butto others a perfect anatomie of Phi- 
lofophie; by meanes whereof, the fecreteft part of our nature is fearchedvinté. There are 
in Placarke many ample difcou:fes moft worthy to be knowne : forin my judgement, heis 
thechicfe work-mafter offuch works, whereoftlercareathoufand , whereathe hath but 
flightly.glanced ; for with his finger he doth but point us out a way to walkein, if we lift ; 

and is‘fometimes pleafed rogive but atouch at the quickeft and maine point of a difcourie, 
from whence they are by diligent ttudie tobe drawiie, and fo brought into open market. As 
that faying of his. That the inhabitantsof Afa ferved but onc alone, becaufe theycould 
not pronounce one onely fyllableswhich is Now, ‘gave pethaps both fubject and occafion to 
my. friend Beotie to compofe his booke ofyoluntarie @rvitude. IFie weré no more bat to 
fee Plutarke wrefta flight aGicntomanslifes ora word that fcemeth to beare no fuch 
fence, it will ferve for a whole diftourfe, It is pittiemen of underftanding fhould fo much 
love brevitie, without doube theit reputation is thereby better, but we theworfe. Platarke 
had rather we fhould commend him for his judgement, thaw for his knowledge, he loveth 
better to leave a kind of longing-defire in usof him, than a facierie. He knew verie well that 
even ingood things, too muchmay befaid: andthat Alexnandridasdid juttly reprove him, 
who fpake verie good fentencesto the Ephores , but they were over tedious, Oh ftranger, 
quoth he, thou fpeakett whatthouonghtelt ; otherwifethen thou fhouldeft. Thofe that 
have leane and thin bodies ftuffe hem up with bumbafting. And {uch as have but poore 
matter, will pufte icup with loftie words. There isa marvelous clecrenefle, or as T may 
terme itap enlightniag of mansjudgementdrawne frou the commerce of men, and by fre- 
quenting abroad in the wo1ld: we areall fo contrived and compaét in our felves, that our 
fightis made fhorter by the length of ournofe, When Socrates was demaunded whence he 
was, he anfwered,not of Aghens,but of the world; for he, who had his imagination mere 
full, and farther ftretching , embraced allthe world for hisnatiye Citie , and extended his 
acquaintance; his {focietic, and affections to all mait-kind : and not as we do, that looke no 
further than our feet, If the froft chance to nip the vines about ny village, my Prieft doth 
refently argue, that the wrathofGod hangsover our head, andthreatneth all mankind : 
and judgeth that the Pippe is alreadic falne upon the Canibals, 

In viewing thefeinteftine and civill broiles of ours , who doth not exclaime, that this 
worlds vatt-frame is ticeré unto a diffolution, and that the day of judgement is readie to fall 
on.us?never remembring that many worfe revolutions have beeti seenc,and that whileft we 

are plunged in gricfe, and overwhelmed in forrow’, a thoufand: other parts of the world 
befides:. are bleffed with all happineffe, and wallow in pleatures, and neyer thinke on us? 
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wheteas , when I behold eur lives » Orlicence , and im 


milde and eafie. ‘Heon whofe head it haileth, thinks all 


the Hemifpheare befides to be itv 
ftorme and tempeft,. Andis that duli«pated Savoyard faid, that ifthe feelie Kine of France 
could cunningly have managed his fortune, he might verie well have nade’ himnfelfe chiefe 


Steward of his Lords houfhold, whofe imagination conceived no other greatniefle than his 
Mafters; we are all infenfible of this kind oferrour ¢ an éfrout of great confequence and 
ptejudice, But whofoever fhall pretent unto his inward eyes, as xt were inva Table, the Idea 


of the great image of our uniyerfall mother Nature , attired in her richeft robes, fitting in 
thethrone ofher Majettie , and inher vifage fhallread , { general , and foconftanta ya. 
rietie ; he that thercin fhall yiew himnfelfe, not himfelfe alone, but a whole Kingdome, tobe 
in refpect of a great circle; but thefipalle(t point thatcan beimagined ,» he Onely can valive 


things according to their effentiall oreanefle and proportion, This great univerfe ( which 


fome multiplie as Species under one Genus is thet: uelooking-elafe whetin we muft looke, 
if we will know whether we beof a good ftamp, or in the right byafe, To conclude, I would 
havethis worlds.frame to be my Schollers choife-booke:$o many ftrange humours, fun. 
dric fe&s, va rying judgements, diverfe opinions, different lawes, and fantafticall cultomes 
teach us to judgerightly of ours, and inftruét our judgernent'to acknowledge his imperfes 
ctions and naturall wea knefle, which isno eafie an apprentifhip :Se many innovations of 
eftates, fo many fals of Princes, and changes of publike fortune » may , andoughtto teach 
us, not to make fo great accompt of ours : So many names, fo many vigtories, and fo many 
conquefts buricd ia darke obliy ion, makes thc hope to perpetuate our names, but ridiculous, 
bythe furprifing of ten Argo-lettiers, ot of afinall cottage, which is knowne but by his 
fall. The pride and fiercenefie of {% many ftrange and gorgeous fhewes: the pride-puft 
majeftic of fo many courts, and of their greathefic, ought to confirine and aflure our ( 
undauntedly to beare the affronts and thuider-claps of ours, without feeling our eyes : So 
many thoufands of men, low-laide in their praves afore us, may encourage us , not to feare, 
or be difinaied to gomect fo g00d compaiue in the other world; and {0 of all things elfe. 
Our life (faid Pithagoras) drawes neare unto the great and populous affemblies of the 
Olympike games, wherein fome, to getthe glorie, and to win the goale ofthe games, exer= 
cife their bodies with all induftric ; others, for greedinefie of gaine, bring thither marchan- 
dife to fell: others there are (and thofe benorthe worft) that feck after no other good , but 
to marke,how,wherefore,and to what end, all thingsare done :andto be {pectaters or ob- 
fervers of other meus lives and actions , that fo they may the better judge and dire& their 


Owne. Unto examples may all the moft profitable Difcourfes of Philofophie be forred , 
which ought to be the touch-ftone of humane actions 3 
whom may be faid, 


ght, 


—— quid fas optare, quid asper 

Viilenummus haber, patria chari fase propinguis 

Quantum elargiri deceat, quem te Deus eff 

Luffit, > humana qua parte locatns es in re, 

Quid  fermivs, aut guidnam wtlurs gigntmur: 

Whatthou maieft with, what profit may come cleare, 
Fromnew-ftarspt coyne, to friends and countrie deare, 
What thou ough’ give: whom God would havethee bee, 


And in what part mongft memhe placed thee. 
What we are, and wherefore, 


Tolive heer we were bore, 

What itisto know, and not to know (which ought tobe the fcope offtudie) what ya- 
four, what temperance » and what jufticeis swhat difference there is betweene ambition 
and avarice, bondage and freedome, fubjection and libertie 3 by which markes4 man may 
diftinguith trueand perfect contentment, and how far-forth ope ought to feare or appre- 
hend death, oriefe, or thame. 

Er quo quermyne modofugiatque feratque laberem, 

How ev'ry labour he may plic, 

‘And beare, or ev'ry labour flie, 

r{prings moveus, and thecaufs of. on many motions in ys: For me fee. 


3 meth, 


Whatwardso 


punitie , T wonder to fee theming 
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sneth, thatthe firft difcourfes, wherewith his conceit fhouldbe fprinkled,ought to, bethofe; 
that rule hismanners:, and direct his fenfe; which will both teach him te know hitefure, 
and how to live,and how to dic well. Among the libcrallSciences, Jet us begin with that 
which makes us free: Indeed., they may all infome fort flead us, as an inftruction to out 
life,and ufe of ,it, as all other things elfe ferve the fame to foine purpofeor other. But let us 


make efpeciall choice ofthat, which may direétly and pertinently ferve the fame. If'we 


could reftraine and adapt the appurtenances of our lifetotheir sight byafe.and natural 1i- 


mits, we {hould find the beft part of the Sciences thatnow are inufe, cleane out of fafhion 
a, and in thofe that are moft in ufe, there are certaine by- wayes and deep-flows 
moft profitable, which we fhould do well to leave, and according tothe infitution of Se- 
crates, limit thecourfe of our ftudies in thofe where piofit is wanting. 
fapere aude, 

Incipe : vivendi que rette prorogat horam, 

Rufticusexpettat dum defluat amiss, at ille 

Labitar, & labetur in omne volubilis avum, 

Beboldto be wife: to begin, be ftrong; 

Hethatto live well doth the time prolong, 

Clownc-like expects, till downethe ftreame be runs 

That runs,and will run, till the world be done. 

It is more fimplicitieto teachour children. — 
Quid moveant Pifces, animofaque figna Leonss, 
Lous & Hefperia quid Capricornus aqua. 
What Pz/ces move, or hot-breath’d Leos beames, 
Ox Capricornus bath’d in wefterne {treames. 
The knowledge ofthe flarres,and the motion of the cighth {pheare,before their ewne. 

A arera dear yaucol n.d” dspact Boorse, 

What longsit ro the feaven flars, and me, 

Orthofe about Badres be. 

-Anaximenes writing to Pythagoras, faith, with what fenfe can I ammnfe my felfe to the 
fecrets of the Starresshaving continua Hy death or bondage before mine eyes ? For at that time 
the Kings of Perfia were making preparations to war againft his Countrie. Allmen ought 
ro fay fo.. Being beaten with ambition, with avarice, with rafhoefle, and with fuperftition, 
and haying fuch other cnemies unto life within him. -Wherefore fhall I:tudy and take care 
about the mobility and variationof the world? When hee is once,taught what is fitto make 
him-better and wifer,he fhall be entertained with Logicke,naturall Philofophy,Geometry, 
and Rhetoricke, then having fetled his judgement, looke what fcience he doth molt. addict 
himfelfeunto, he fhallin fhort timeattaine tothe perfection of it. His-leéture fhall be fom- 

times by way oftalke and fomtimes by hooke: bis tutor may.now & thén fupply him with 
the fame Author, asan end & motive ofhisinftitution :fometimes giving him thepith and 
fubftance of it ready chewed. And ifof hindfelfe he benot fo-throughly acquainted with 
bookes,that hee may readily find fomany norabledifcourfes as.are in them to effeé his pur- 
pofe,it fhall not be amifie; that fomc learned man being appointed to keepe him company, 
who at any time ofneed, may fardith him with fuchmunition, as hee fhall ftand in need of 
that heemay:afterward diftribute &difpente them to his beftufe.And that this kind ofleffon 
be more eafie and naturall thauthat of Gaza,who will make queftion? Thofe are but harfh, 
thornie,& unpleafant precepts ; vainc, idle & jmumateriall words, on which finall hold may 
betaken; wherein isnothing to quicken the minde. In this,the {piritfindeth fubttance to 
bideahd feed upon. A fruie without all comparifon much betrer,and that will foone be ripe, 
Ttisathing worthy confideration;to {ee what fate things are brought unto inthis our. age; 
8x how Phildfophie, evento the wifeft, andsmen of beft underftanding, is buran idle, vaiue 
andfantafticall oame,of fmallisfe;and leflemiorth,borh inopinion and cffeét. I thinkethefe 
Sophiftries are the cauleof ic, which have foreftalled the wayest6 come unto it: They doe 
veryill,chat gocaboutto make itfeeineasin wereinaccefible for childrén tocome unto, fer. 
ting it foorth with a wrimpled,gaftlic,and frowning vilage ;' who hath inasked her with fo 
counterfer, pale, and hideousa countenance! There is ‘nothing mote beautcous , nothing 
moredelightfull nothing moregamefome!;.and.as I may fay nothing morefondly wanton: 


for 
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for fhe prefentech nothing to eur eyes,and preacheth nothing to our cares; but {port atid pas 
{time A fad and lowring looke plainly declareth that that isn ot her faune, 
€ iramarian finding a companie of Philofop hers fitting 
phos {aid unto them Either [am deceived,or by your plaufible and pleafant lookes,yon are not 
sn any [evions and earne/t difcourfe amongst your felves 3 to whom one of them hamed ‘Heya 
cleonthe Megarjan anfwered ; That belonzerh to them, who bufie themfelvesin fecking, whe 
the future tenfe ofthe verbe 2,0 hatha double a, or that labour to find the derivation of the 
comparatives, yccor,Gerrey, and of the fuperlatives Kereisor, Baansoy, st esther, thar mule 


Demetvivs the 
clofetosecherinthe Temp! of Def 


chafe in interraining themfelves with their ference > as for difcourfes of Philofophee ft 
wont to glad, rejeyce, and not to-vex and m: left thofe that fe thems. 
i Deprendas animi tormenta larentis in agro 
Corpore,deprendas & gandia, fumit uty umqn e 
Inde habunm facies. 


hey ave 


Youma y perceivethe torments of the mind 


Hid inficke bodie, youthe joyesmay find, 
The face fuch habit takesin either Kinds 

Thatmind which harboureth Philofophie, ought by reafonof her found health, make 
that bodie alfo found and healthie: it ought to make her contentment to through-fhinein 
ellexterjour parts: iz oughtto fhapen and modell all ourward demeanoursto the modell of 
it :and by confequence arme him that deth pofletie it, with a gracious ftoutnefle, and lively 
audacitie, with an active and pleating gefture, and with a fetled and cheerefull countenance, 
The moftevident token. and apparant figne oftrue wifdome, isa conitant, and unconftraia 
ned rejoycine, whofeeltace is like unto all things abovethe Moone, that is ever cleare, ala 

i 2ht.[t is Bavocoand B, aralipt on, that inakes their followers prove fo bafe and idle 
ilofophieszhie: v hei nos, but by theare-fay; what? Is it not fhee,thatcleereth; 
s ofthe mind > And teacheth miferie,famine, and ficknefleto laugh ? Not by rea- 
fon of fome imaginarie Epicicles, but by natural] and palpable reafons. Shee aymeth at no- 
thine but vertue: itis yertue thee feekes after; which as tl 


ie fchoole faith, isnot pitcht on 
thetop ofan high, fteepie,or inacceffible hill; for they that haye come unto her,afhirme;that 
cleane-contraric, thee keeps her ftand;and holds her manfion, in a faire, fiourifhing, and 
pleafant plaine,whence as from an high watchtower, fhe furvaiech-all things, to befubjes 
unto her, to whom any man may with great facilitiecome, ifhe but knowthe Way or en- 
trance to her palace :for, the pathes that lead unto her,are certaine fieth,and fhadie greene 
allies, fweet and fowrie waies, whofe afeentis even, cafic, and nothing weatifome, like unte 
that of licavens-vaults, Forfomuch as they have not frequented this yestue, who glorioufly, 
as in athrone of Majeftic fits foveraigne goodly, triumphant, lovely, equally delicious, and 
couragious, protefting her felfe to be a profefied and irrcconciliableenemie to all tharpneffe, 
auftei itie, feate. and compulfion ; having nature for her guide, fortune and voluptuoufietfe 
for her companions;they according to their weakneflehave imaginarily fained her,tohavea 
foolifh fad grim quarcious, fpitefull,th reatning,and difdainfull vilage, with an horrideand 
unpleafant looke; and have placed her, upon.a craggic, fharpe, and unfrequented rocke, 
amid ft defert clitfes,-and uncouth crags, asa skar-crow, or bug-beare, to aftright the com. 
mon people with, Now thetutour,which oughtto know,that he fhould rather feek to fill 
the mind, and ftorethe will of his difciple,asmuch,or rather more, with love and affection, 
than with awe, and reverence unto vertue, may fhew and tell him, that Poets follow com. 
mon hunours, making him plainly to perceive, andasit were palpably to feele, thatthe 
Gods have rather placed labourand fweat atthe entrances, which lead toV emus chambers, 
than atthe dootes that direct to Pallascabinets. 

And when hefhall perceive his {chollerto have a fenble feeling of himéfelfe, prefenting 
Bradamant, or Angelica beforehim, asa Miftrefleto enjoy, embelifhed witha natural, 
active, generous,aad unfpotted beautie,not uslie, or Giant-like, but blithe and livelie, inze> 
{pe& of a wanton, foft, affected, and artificial. flaring beautie; the one attired likeuntoa 
young man, coyfed with a bright-fhining helmet, the other difguifed and dreftabout-the 
head like unto an impudent harlot; with embroyderies frizclings, and carcanets of pearles: 
he will no doubt deémehis owne love to bea man and no woman, if in-his choice he differ 
ftom that effeminate fhepheard of Phrygia,In this new kind of leffon, he fhall declare am 
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iccgcipitiiltseaiittcialee serial alisetalhieleinicn 
him,that the prize,the glorie,and height of true yertue, confifted inthe facilitie, profit,” and 
leafure of his exercifes : fo far from difficultie, and incumbrances, that children as well as 
mett, the fimpleas fooncas the wife, may come unto her. Difcretion and temperance, not 
force or way-wardnefle arc the infruments to bring hin unto her, Socrates ( vertues chiefe 
favorite) that he might the better walke in the pleafant naturall and open pach,of her pro- 
erefles,doth yoluntarily and ia good earneft,quit all compulfion-Shecis the nurfe and fofter- 
mother of all humane pleafures,who in making them juft and upright, fhe alfomakes them 
fure and fincere. By moderating them, fhe kecpeth them inure and breath. In limiting and 
cutting them off, whom the refufeth; fhe whets us on toward thofe the leaveth unto us ; 
and plenteoufly leaves us them, which Nature pleafeth, and like a kind mother giveth us 
ever unto facietie,ifnot unto wearifomnerte, unlefle we will peradventure fay, thatthe rule 
and bridle, which ftayeth the drunkard before drunkennefle, the glutton beforefurfetting, 
and the letcher before the lofing of his haire, be the enemicsof our pleafures, Ifcommon 
fortune faile her, it cleerely {capes her ; or the cares not for her, ot fhe framses another unto 
herfelfe,alrogether her owne, not {9 flecting, nor fo rowling. She knoweth the way how to 
be rich,mightie and wife,and how to lie in {weet-perfumed beds.She loveth life; fhedelights 
in beautic,in glorie,and in health. But her proper and particular office is ,Airft to know how 
toufe firch goods temperately, and how to lofechem conftantly. An office muchmore no- 
ble,than fevere, without which, all caurfe of life is unnatural, turbulent, and deformed, to 
which one may lawfully joyne thofe socks, thofe incumbrances, and thofe hideous mon- 
fters. If fo it happen, that his Ditciple prove of fo differenca condition, that he rather love 
to give eateto anidle fable, than to the report of fome noble voiage, or other notable and 
wifedifcourfe, wher he fhall heare it ; chat atthe found ofa Drum, or clang ofa Trumpet, 
which are wont to rowze and arme the youthly heat of his companions,turneth to another 
thatcallech him to fee a play, tumbling, jugling tricks, or other idle lofe-time {ports; and 
who for pleafures fake doth not deeme itmore delight ome ta returne all {weatie and wea- 
rie from a victorious combat, from wreftling, or riding of ahorfe, than from 2 Tennis- 
court, or dancing {choole, with the prize or honour of fuch exercifes; The beft remedy I 
know for fucha one,is,to put him prentife tofome bafe occupation, in {ome good towne or 
other,yea,were hethe fonne ofa Duke; according to Plarees rule, who faith, That children 
muft be placed not according te their farhers condsrions but the faculites of their mind. Since it 
is Philofophie that teacheth usto live, and thar infancie as wellas other ages, may plainly 
read her leffons inthe fame, why fhould it notbe impart d unto young Schollecs @ 
¥V dum & molle lntnm est, nnuc nunc properandus, er acré 
Fingendus fine (ine rota. 
He's moift and foft mould,and muft by and by 
Becaft,made up, while wheele whirl’s readily, 
-) Weare taughttolive, when our life is well-nigh fpent.. Many {chollers have been infe- 
Ged with that loathfome and marrow-wafting difeate, before ever they cametoread Ari- 
frorlestreatifeof Temperance. Cécero was wontto fay, That conld he ont-live the lives of tive 
men, he fbouldnever find leafure to ftudy the Lyrike Poets. And I find thefe Sophifters 
both worfe and mote unprofitable, Our childeis engaged in greater matters ; And but the 
firft fifteene or fixteene yeares of his life, arc due unto Pedantifine, the reft unto aétion : let 
ustherefore imploy fo fhort time,as we haveto live,inmoreneceffarie inftruétions. Itis an 
abufe ; remove thefe thornie quiddities of Logike, whereby our life canno whit be amen- 
ded; and betake our felves tothe finple difcourfes of Philofophy ; know how to chufe and 
fitlycomake ufe of them: they are much more cafie to be conceived than one of Bocace his 
tales, A childe comming from nurfe is more capable of them, than he isto learneto read 
erwrite, _Philofophy hath difcourfes, whcreot infancie as wellasdecaying old-age may 
make good ufe, Iam of P/usarkes mind, which is,that Arifforle did not fo much ammufe 
his great Difcipleabout the arts how to frame Syllogifmes,or the principles of Geometric, 
ashe endeyoured to inftruct him with good precepts,concerning valour, prowefle, magna- 
nimitie, and temperance, andan undanted affurance notto feate any thing; and with fuch 
munition hefent him, being yet verie young, to fubdue the Empire of the world, only with 
36000, footmen, 4000, horfemen, and. 42000, Crownes in monies As for other arts and 


iciences; he faith Alexander honored them, and commended their excellencie and comlie 
7 ze nefie; 
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ieiielirnenicctpanisasaiitbias 
nefle ; but for any pleafurehe tooke in them, his atfe@ion could not ealily 


exercize thein, 


be drawnete 


petite b inc jnvenefq te fee 10) ie 
Finem animo certum,miferi{que viatica cauts 
Young men and old draw hence (in your aff. 
Your minds fet marke, provifion for oray haites. 
Te isthat which Epicurus faid inthe begining of his letter to AL enicens : Wisishea deganbie 
you rgefe lhun, nor the aldeft wearie himfelfe inphilofophying, for whe doth orher pile feemeth 
tofay, that enber the feafow to live happily is wot yet Comee,or ts already paf?. Yet would Inot 
have this young gentleman pent-up,nor carelefly caft-offto the heedlefc choler,or melay- 
choly humour of the hatty Schoole«mafter, I would not hay 


Sat. §.€4 


' e his budding {piric corrupted 
with keeping him faft-tied and as it were labouring fouretéene or fit 

ring on his booke,as fomedoe, asif he were a day-labourifie man ; neither doe I thinkeir 
fit,if at any time, by reafon of fome folitatie or melancholy complexion, he fhould-be feene 
with an over-indifcreet application given to his booke, it fhould be.cherithed in hinn;:for, 
that dorh often make him beth unapt for civil cotiverfation; and diftvaéts him from bette; 
imployments : How many have Tfeene in my daics,byan Overereedy defire of knowledge, 
become as it were foolith > (arneades was fo de ply plunged, andas] may fay-befotted in 
it, chat he could never have leafurre to cut his haire, or pare his nailegs hor would I have his 
noblemanners obfcured by the incivilicie and barbarifine of others, The French wifdome 
hath long fince proverbia! ly been fpoken of, a8 veric aptto conceive {tudy in her youth, bue 
inoft unaptto keepe itlong. In good truth; we fee at this day; that there js nothing lovelier 
to behold, thanthe young children of Frawce+ but forthe moft pare, chey deceive the hope 
which was fore-apprehended of them: for when they ‘once become men, there isno excel 

lencie atall inthem. Ihave heard men of underftanding hold ‘this opinion, thar the Col- 

legesto which they arefene ( of which there are ftore ) doe thus befot them: whereas to our 
fcholler, a cabinet, agardin, the table, the bed,2 folicarinefle, a companie,morning and eve 
ning, and all houres {hall be alike unto] im, all places fhall bea ftudy forhim: forPhilo. 
fophy (asa former of judgements, and modeler of cultomes) fhall be his principall leffon, 
having the privilege to entermeddle her felfe with ali things and in all places. Z/ocrates the 
Orator, being once requefted ata great banket to {peake of hisart, when all thought he had 
reafon to aniwer, (aid, /t i no now time to doe wha: I can,and what ‘Lhonld now be done d can- 
not dre it ;Por,to prefent orations, orto enter into dilputation of Rhetorike, before a com. 
panicaflembled together to be merric, and make good cheere, would be but a miedly of 


teenehoures a day poa.. 
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harfh and jarring muficke, The like may be faid ofall other Sciences, But touching Philofo. 


phy,namely iathat point where ittreaterh of man,aud of his duties,and offices, it hath been 
the common judgement of the w tleft that i 


I in regard of the pleafantnelfe of her converfation. 
fhe ought not to be rejected, neither at banquets, norat {ports, And Plato having invited 
her to his folemne fealt, we feehow kindly the entertaineth the companie with a milde be- 
haviour, fisly futing herfelfeto time and place, notwithitaading it be one of his learned?{t 
and profitable difcourfs, 

eAque pauperibus prodeft, looupletth ss aque; Hor., epetas, 
Et weglethe aque peerss fenibulqne nocebit. 

Poore menalike, alikerich men iteaferh, 

Alike itfcoraed.old and young dilpleafeth, 


So doubtleffe he thalile(fe be id{c than others; for evenas the paces we beftow walkin 
ia eallerie,althouch they be twic 


. ccas many more, weatie us not fo much as thofe we {pend 
i going afetjourncy : So our lefon being paft over, as it were, by chance, or way of en 
counter, without ftriét obfervance of time or place, being applied to all our actions, fhallbe 
digefted and never felr, All {ports and exercifes fall bea part of hisdtudy ; running, wreft. 
line, muficke, dancing, bunting, and managing of armes, and horfés, I would have theex- 
terior demeanor or decencie,and the difpofition of his perfonto be fathioned together with 
his mind :for,itis hota mind ,icis nora baie that weerest but itis amanjand we awu{t por 
maketwo parts of him:Andas Plaza laith; They anf? vor be evetted one without another bmp 
equally be diretted, na otherwifethan a couple of hor{es matched to draw in one felfe-fame 
reeme, Aud to heave him, doth he nor fecmetoimploy more time and care inchevexercifes 


of 
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of hisbodie : and to thinke that themind is together with the fame 
contrarie? As for other matters,this infticution ought to be dire Sted b | 
nefle; Not as fome do,who in liew of gently-bidding children to the banquet of lecters,pre- 
fent them with nothing but hortor and crueltie.. Let me haye this violence and compulfion 
ng that,in my feeming, doth more baftardife and dizzica wel-borng 
, doenor 
fharpnefle 


7 


e 


exercifed; and not 


h 
rie 


alwectilevcere mil 
y aiwectlevere iniiG- 


removed ,there is nothi ; 
and gentle nature: If you would have him ftatid in awe of fhame and punifho 
fomuch enure him to it’s accuftome him patiently.to endure fweat and cold, the 
of the wind, the heatof the funne,and how toedefpifé all hazards.Removefrem him all nice- 
nefic and quaintneffe in clothing, inlying, in eating, andin drinking : fafhion him to all 
things ; thathe prove not a faire and wanton-puling boy, buta luftie and vigorous boy : 
When I wasa child,being a man,and now am old,J have ever judged & believ ed thefame. 
But amoneft other things, I could. never away with this kind of difcipline uted in molt of 
ourColleges.It had peradventurebeen lefle hurtfull,ifthey had fomewhat inclined to mild- 
netfe,or gentle intreatie.Ie is a yeric prifon of captivated youth,and proves diffolute,in puni- 
fhingitbeforc it be fo.-Come uponthem w hen they are going to their leffon,and you heare 


nothing but whipping and brawling,both of children tormented and maitersbefotted with 
anger and chafing. How wide are they,which go about to allure a childsimind to goto his 
booke, being yet but tender and fearefull, with a{tearne-frowning countenance, and wath 
hands-full ofrods?.Oh wicked and pernicious mannet of teaching ! which Qs intillian hath 
very wel noted that this imperious kind of authoritie,vamely,this way of pumfhing of chil- 
dren,drawes many dangerous inconveniences within, How much more decent wercit,to fee 
their {chool-houfes aid formes ftrewed with greene boughes and flowers,than withbloudy 
burchen-twigs ? Tfit lay in me,I we uld doeas the Philolopher Spes/ippus did, who caufed 
the pitures of Gladneffeand Joy,of Flora, and of che Graces, to be fet up round about his 
fchool-houfe. Where their profit licth, there fhould alfo be their recreation. Thofe meats 
ought to be fugred over, that are healthfull for childrens Romakes, and thofe made bitcer 
that arc burtfull forthem.Icis ftrangeto fee how carefull Plato (heweth himéelfe in framing 
of hislawes abouttheirecrcation &paftime ofthe youth of his Citie,and how far he extends 
himfelfeabout their exercifes,{ports,fongs,leaping,and dancing wherot he faith, that fevere 
antiquiti¢ gavethe conduct and patronage unto the Godsthemfelves, namely, to pollo, to 
the Mufes,and to Afinerva.Marke but how far-forth he endevoreth to givea thoufand pre- 


cepts to be keptin his places of exerciles both of bodie and mind. As for learned Sciences, 
ie, but for Mu- 
fickes fake. All ftrangenefle and felfe-particularitie in our manners and conditions, isto be 
fhunned, as anenemie to focietic and civill converfation. Who would notbe aftonifhed at 
Demiophons complexion, chiefe feward of Alexanders houfhold, who was wont to {weat 
in the fhadow,and quiver for cold in the funne?I have feenefometo ftartle at the {mell of-an 
apple,morethan atthe fhot of a pecce;fome to be frighted with a moufe,fome readie to caft 
their gorgeat the fight of a mefle ofcreame, and others to be {cared with feeing a fetherbed 
fhaken:as Germanicus,who couldnot abide to fee a cock,or heare his crowing. There may 
haply be fome hidden propertic of nature, which inmy judgement might eafilie be remo- 
ved, ifit were taken in time.Jnftitution hath gotten this upon me(I muftconfeife with much 
adoe ) for, except beere, all things elfe that are mans food agreeindiffcrently with my talte. 
The bodiebeing yet fouple, ought to beaccommodated to all fafhions and cuttomes ; and 
(alwaies provided his appetites and defires be keptunder)let a yong man boldly be made fie 
for a] Nations and companics;yca,ifneed be,for aldiforders and furfetings; lechim acquaint 
himnfelfe with al fafhions; That hemay beabletodo althings,and love to donone butthofe 
that are commendable. Some ftriet Philofophers commend not,but rather blame Califthe- 
nes, forlofing the good favour of his Mafter Alexander, only becaufe he would not pledge 
him as muchas he had drunke to him.He thall laugh, jeft,dally, and debauch himflfe with 
hisPrince. And in his debauching,I would have him out-go al his fellowes in vigor and con- 
ftancic,and that he omit not to doe evill neither for want of ftrength or knowledge, but for 
lacke of will. ALulium intere/?, utrumpeccare quis nolit, aut nefciat : There is a great diffe- 
vénceswhether one bane no will, erno witto doe amiffe. I chought to have honoured a gentie« 
man(@s greata ftranger,and as far from fiich riotous difordersas any is in France by enquir 
xing of him in verie good companie,how many times in all his life he had bin drunke inGer~ 
mane. 


he ftandsnotmuch uponthem, and feemeth in partic ularto commend Poehie 
f 
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i 
manic, during the time of hisabode there, about the neceflarie affaires of ov: Kine ; who 
tooke it even as I meantic, and anfwered three times, reli g the timc and manner how, 
Know fome, whofor want of that qualitie, have been much perplexed when they have had Hor.epi8. 19.4 
occafion to converfe with that nation, Ihave often noted with great admiration, that won- 23 
derfull nature of Alcibiades , to feclhow eafilie he could fute | 


limfel fe tof divers fafhions, 
and different humors, without prejudice.uato his health ; fornctimes exceeding the fump- 
ruoufnefle and pompe of the Perfiens, and now and then furpaffing the aufteritie and fruga- 
litie ofthe Laccdemonians, as reformed in Spurtay as voluptuous 1nLonia. 

Omi Ai riftippum decuit color, 


Paris, Pres, 
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25. 
All colours, ftates, and things are fit 
For courtly Am Pippus wit. 
Such a one would I frame iny Diiciple, 
quem duplic panno patientiav-lats Rg» 


Mirabor, vita via fi conver{a decebit, 
Whom patience clothes wich tutes of double kind, 
I mufe, if he another way will find. 
Perfonamgze fetes non incoucinnus ura Mes 
He notuntitly may, 
Both parts and peifons play. 
oc here my leflons, wherein he that agteth them, profitech mor 
{ 


eth them, whom if you fe, you heare, and if you heare him, you 


e,thau he that but knows 
ce him. God forbid faith 
Some bodie in P/z:e, that to Philofophize, be co eaune many things,and to cgercife the arts. 
Hane amplifjimam omuinm artinmn beue viverdi di i[ciplinam,vita magis qd lirverts per fe~ 
guuri fane, Thi difcspline of livin ig well, which és the ampleft ofallorher arts, they followed 


T 


Cie sT Ufi-g i linge 


: rather intheir lives,than in their learning on writing. Leo Prince ofthe Phlia&ans,enguii ine 
ot Heraclides Ponticus, what art he profetled, he anfwered, Sir, I profeffeneither ait no 
icienee; but Jama Philofopher, Some reproved Diogenes, that being an ignorant man, he 
did nevertheletfe meddle with Philofophie,:co whom he replied, fo muchthe more reafon 
have I, and to greater purpot doe I meddle with it. egefias praid him upona time to reade 
4ome booke unto him ; You area merry mans {aid bes As you chufenacurall and not pain- 
ted right and not counterfeit figoestoeat, why. doe younotlikewife chuf,not the painted 
and written, but the trne and naturall cxercifes? He (hall not fomuch repeat, as act hisleffon, 
fy his actions fhall he make repeticion ef chefume. We mutt obferve,; whether there bee 
wifdome in hisenterprifes, integritie in hisdemeanor, modeffie in his jeftures, jutticeinhis » 
actions, jucgemeut and graceia his {peech, courage in his ficknefle moderation in his fports, » 
temperance in his pleafures order inthe government of his houfe; and-indifferencje in his >” 


1s 


tale, wherherir be fleth,fith, wine,or watetyor whatfocver he feedethupon, Qui difciplinamy > = 
fA non oftentationcm fcientia.{i dlegem vite putet: quique obtemperer ipfe fibi, & decreris ©'¥ 4b. 
pareat, Who thinks.his learain 1g not ar aftenration of | knowledge, but alaw of life,and himfelfe 
obayes himfelfe, and. doth what iz decrecd. 

Thetruemicror of our diftourfes, isthe courfe of our livesy Xewxidamsus anfwered one 
that demaunded of him, why che .Lacedemoniansdid not draw 1atoa booke , theordinan. 
ces.ef prowelle, thatfotheir yong men mightread thems, #45, faith he, becanfethey would 
rather.accu/tome them to deedsaud aktions,thanto bookes and writings, Compare atcheend 
offiftecne.or fixtcene yeares one of chefe collegiall Lazinizers.; who hath imployed all that 
while oncly in Icarhing how to,{peake,to fuch aoncas Imeane, The world isnothing but 
babling and words, audd.neyer {a man, thacdoth not rather {peake more.than he ouglit, 
thapdeite.. Notiwithtanding halfe our ageisconfumedtharway, Weare kept foure or-five 
ycates learning tounderftand bare words , and:te joine them, into claufes » then as long ia 
proportioning a great bodiecxtended into foure or five partss and five:more at lealtere we 
can fuccinétly knew how to mingle, joine, &interlacethem handfomlyinto.afubtil fathis, 
and into onecoherentorbe, Letusicave it to. tho c, whofe profeffiomis to doe nothing 
elfe, Being oaceon my journey toward Orleaus,it was my chance to meet upon that plaine 


that lieth onthis fide Clery, with two Matters of Arts, traveling teward Bardeaux, abour ,, 
fiftic paces one from anotherfar offbchindthenr, Tdefcride a troupe! of Horfemen their 3, 


Mafter riding formoft, who was the Earle af Rechefocazzl; s oheofmydervants enquiring ,, i 


of ; i. 
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of the firft of thofe Mafters of arts, what Gentleman he was that followed him; fuppofing 
my fervant had mean: his fellow-(choller,for he had not yet {een the Earles traine,antwered 
pleafantly, He is no gentleman,S iy ;but a Gramarian,and I am a Logitian, Now,we that con- 
trariwife feck not to framea Gramarian, nor a Logitian, but acompleat gentleman, let us 
give them leave to mifpend their time; we have elfe- where, and fomewhat elfe of more im- 
port to doe. So that our Difciple be welland fufficiently ftored with matter; words will 
follow apace,and if chey will notfollow gently,he fhall hale them on perforce. heare forme 
excufe themfelves,that they cannot expreii¢e their meaning, and make a femblance that their 
heads are fo full-ftuft with many goodly things,bue for want of cloquencethey can neither 
utter nor make fhew of them, It isa meerefopperie. And will you know what? in my fee- 
ming, rhe caufe is, They are fhadowsand Chimeraes, proceeding of foc formeleffe con- 
ceptions, which they cannot diftinguith or refolve within, and by confequence are not able 
to producethem,in afinuch as they underftand not themfelves :Aud if you but marke their 
earneftnefie, and how they ftammetr and labour atthe point of their deliverie, you would 
deeme, that whatthey go withall, is bura conceiving, and therefore nothing neere downe- 
lying; and that they doe but licke that imperfect and fhapele(fe lump ofmatter, As for me, 
Lain of opinion, and Socrates would have it io, that he who hath a cleare and lively imagi- 
nation in his mind, may cafilie produce and utter the fame, although it be in / ergamask, or 
Welfh,and if he bedu mbe, by fignesand tokens. 

Verbaque pravilam rem non invita [equentur. 

When matter we fore-know, 

Words voluntarie How. 

Asone faid,as poetically in his profe, C#m res animum occupavere,verba ambiunt, When 
matrenace poffest thethminda, they hunt af-er-words sand another: Ipfe res verba rapiunt. 
Things themf-lves will catch and carry words : He knowes neither Ablative, Conjunétive, 
Subfiantive nor Gramar,nomere doth his Lackey , nor any Oyfter-wifeaboutthe ftreets, 
and yet ifyou have a mind to it,he will intertaine you your fill,and peradventure ftumble as 
little and as feldome againft the rules of his ronguc,asthe beft Mafter of artsin France. He 
hathno skill in Rhetoricke , nor canhe witha preface fore-ftall aud captivate the Geritle 
Readers good will : ner careth he greatly to know it. » Ingood footh, all this garifh pains 
ting iseafilie defaced, by the luftre ofan in -bred , and fimple truth ; forthefe dainties and 
quaint devices, ferve but to ammufethe vulgar fort; unaptand incapable to tafte the moft 
folid and firme meat: as Afer verie plainly deelarcthin Cornelius Tacitws. The Ambafla- 
doursof Samos being come to Cleomenes King of Sparta, prepared witha long prolix Ora. 
tion,to ftir him up to war againft rhe tyrant’Podscrates,afcer he had liftued agood whileun- 
to them, his anfwer was : Touching your Exordium or begmnme I have forgotten its the mid- 
dle I remember not ; and for your conclufion I wil do nothing in spe fit ,and (tomy thinking) 
a verie good anfwer; and the Orators were put to fucha fhift,as they knew not whatto fee 
plie, And what faid another ?the eAthensans from out two of their cunning Architees, 
were to chufe one to erecta notable greatframe : theoncofthem more affected and ‘felfe. 

refumming prefented himfelfe beforethem witha fmooth fore-premeditated difcourfe about 
the fubjedt of chat piece of worke,and thereby drew the judgements of the common people 
unto his liking; butthe other infew words, {pake thus: Lords ofeAthers, what th man 
hath [asd,I will performe.\n the greatelt earneftnefic of Ciceroes cloquerice many weredrawn 
wato a kind of admiration; But Carojefting at it, faid , Have we not 4 pleafant Conful? A 
quicke cunning Argument,and a wittie faying, whether it go before, or come after, it is never 
out of {eafon. If it have no coherence with that which goeth before nor with what commeth 
after; it is good and commendable in it felfe. 1 am none of thofethat thinkea good Ryme, 
to make a good Poeme; let him hardly (if fo he pleafe) make fhort fyllablelong, it is nd 
gteat matter :ifthe inventionbe rare and good, and his wit and judgement have cunningly 
played their part. I will fay to fach a onc; heisa good Poet, but an ill Verfifier. 

Emmnnite naris, durus componere veri, 


he cues 4 Aman whofe fenfe could'finely pierce, 
But harfh and hard to make‘ verle. 
Let aman (faith Horace) hake hisworke loofe all {eames, meafures, and joynts. 
#8. Temporaceria modofqne, & quod prins ordine verbuns est, 
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Poitevins faci as, praponens wltinaa primis * 
Thvenias csiaws atfiett membra-l acta, 
Set timesand moods, make youthefitit word laft, 6 
The laft word fuft,as if they were tiew caft : 
Yerfind th’enjoynted Poets joints ftand fat, é 
He fhall foralithat, nothing gain-fay himfelfe, every pieée will makeabood thew.'To 
this purpofe anfivered Adenander thofethatchid hiay, the day being at hand , ia which'fe 
had promifed a Comedy, and had not begun the fame, ‘Tweedy faid he|y # as alresdie fini- 
fhed; there wanteth norhiig burtoadde the verfe unto it 25%) having ranpedand caft the plor 
in higamind, heamade {mail accompt of feety of meafures;or cadences ofverfes which indeed 
are burof {mall import in regard of the re(t:' Since great Roxzarde and learned Bekay ;"have 
raifed our French Poefie untothat height of honour, where it how is #Pfeenot onc of 'théle 
petty-ballad-makers, or prentifedogrell rymets, thatdoth not bumbattis labours with 
high.fiwelling and heayea-difimbowelling- words, ‘aadthatdoth not marfhall his cadences 
verieneereas they doey Pisisfonat qisam valet, The found # mere than the weight of worth, 
And forthe vulgarfort,there werenever fo many Poets,and fo few good:but as it hath been 
eafie for chem toreprefent their rymes,fo come they far fhdte inimitating the rich defcrip- 
tions.of theone,and rare inventions of the other, But what (Halt he doe, ifhe be urged with 
fophifticall fubtilties aboura Sillogifine? A gammon of Bacon miakesa maiidrink drinking 
quencheth armans thirft,£7go,2gammon of bacon quencheth 4 mahs thitft Let hitmock 
atit, itis more wittic.to be mockt at, thanto be anfwered,’’ Let him borrow this pleafant 
counter-craft of Avsffippus; Why ball l unbind tharohich being bound doth { much sonble 
me $-Somconcpropofed certaine Logical quiddities againft Cleantiges 3 to Whom Chrifip 
pusiaid ; ufc fuchyugline tricks to play withchildren, and/divert not the ferious thoughts 
ofan aged mantofuch idle matters, If fich foolith Wiles; Contorra Gaenleata fophi{mata, Cit, he ahaialigha 
Intri¢ate and fiinged (op bifmes, mult perfwade a lie,itis dangerous ; bur ifthey proove void 
» of any effect,and move him out tolaughter’; Ife not why hefhall beware ofthem: Some 
thereare {o foolifh that will goa quarter ofa mile out ofthe way to huntafter a quaintiaew 
word, ifthey once get in chaces) Aur qui nonverba vebus apart, fedres' extrinfecus arcef- 
Suntsguibus verbu convextant.Or [ach as fit not wordsto matrer,bat fetch mater fromabroad, 
wiereto words be fisted And avother , Qu: alicujns verbs decore placentis; vocentuP ad 44 Stn.epifhSy. 
qsod non propofueruni {cribeve. Who ave allured by the grace of [ome pIvafing ‘word , towrire 
that they tntendedxortowrite. 1 doe more % illingly windenp a wittie notable fentehice; that 
fa Imay few ic upon me,than unwinde my thread to go fetch it, Contrariwife,it is for words 
toferve and wait uponthe matter, &¢ nor for matter to attend up@n words,and ifthe Freneli 
tongue cannot reach untoit,!et the Gaskonie or any other. I would have'the matters to fur 
mount,and fo fillbhe imaginationof him that harkneth that he have no remembraneeat all 
of the words, Itisa natural, fimnple,and unaffected {fpeech that I love, fo written as itis {po- 
ken,& firch upomthe paperyasit isin the moutlia pithie,finnowic, full strong compendious 
aud matcrial] {peech not fo delicate and affeéted.as vehcinent'and piercing, 
Hecdemum pier dsitio, que feriet, Epitap, Lacan; 
In fine, thaoword is wifely fit, 
Which ftrikesthe fence, theyparkedoth hits 
Rather difficult than tedious, void of affection, free, loofe and ‘bold; that évéry rhem- 
ber of it feemcto make abodie: ior Pedanticall; nor Frierlike, nor Lawyerslike, but ra 
ther downe right Souldieslikes Avs Sweronias calletkithat of Lulins Cafar, whichT fee ino 
seafon wherefore he calicth it. have fometimes pleafed my felfe in imitating that licen- 
cioufneffe or wanton humour of our youths; jin wearing of their garments; as carelefly to 
let their cloaks hang downe over ong fhoulder} to weare their cloakes {earfe or baw- 
drikewife, and their (tdckingsloofe hanging about their legs, It reprefents' a’ kind of dite 
dainfull fierceneflvosthel: forraine embellifhings , and negledt carelefneffe of art? Bue’ I 
cenimend it more being imployed in the’coutte and forme of fpecch, All manner’ of af 
fedtation, namely in che livelinefle and libertic of France, isunieemely ina Couittiers And 
ina Monarchie every Gentléman ought tovaddreffe himfelfe unto a Courtiers cattiage. 
Thereforedo we well fornewhat to inclinetoa native and catelefle behaviour. Tike not’ a 
soitoxtirey where the feamesand Piccesnay beifeene : Asin a well compaét bodie, ‘what 
: need 
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‘Seacopif. 40.m. need a man diftinguifh and numberall the bones and yeines feverally ? Owe veritati operam 


dat oratio,incompojita fit & fimplex.. Outs atcurat loquitursaifi quivaltpuride loqus? The 
fpeach that intendeth truth mnuft be plaine and unpollifht:tt‘bo fpeakech elaborately but be that 
meanes to [peake unfavouredly? That eloquence oftereth ingurie unto things, which altoge- 
ther drawes ys to obferve it. Asin apparel, iv isa figne of pufillanimitie for one to marke 
himfelfe, in fome particular and unufuall fafhion : fo likewife in common fpeech, for oneto 
‘hunt afternew phrafes, and unaccuftomed-quaint words, proceederh ofa {cholafticall and 
childifh ambition. Let me ufenonc other thanare{poken inthe hals of Paris. Ariffophanes 
the Gramarian was fomewhat out ofthe way, when he reproved-Epicurnss-for the fimplici- 
tic of his words;and the end of his art oratoric, which was-onely perfpicuitie in ipeech,: The 
imitation of fpeech,by reafon of the faciliticof ir, followeth:prefontly-a whole nation. The 
imitation of judging and inyenting, comes more flow, The greater mimber of Readers, 
becaufe they have found one felfe-fame kind of gowne, {uppofe moft falfly to bolde one like 
bodie,, Outward garments and cloakes may be borrowed,but never the finews and ftrength 
ofthe bodice. Moft oftthofethat converie with me ,.{peake likeunte:thefeEffayes ; but I 
know not whether they thinke alike. The Athenians (as Plato averreth)' have for their 
artgreat careco be fluent and eloquent in theirfpeech ; The Lacedemonians endevour to 
be fhort and compendious ;_ Andthofe of Creep labour moreto bee plentiful in conceits, 
than in language. And thefearethe belt. Zeno was wont to fay , Tharhe had two forts of 
difcsples ; the one be cabled, :rorryes, curtous.tolearne things, and thefe were his darlings, 
the other he cormed Aezegiaus; who refpected nothing morethanrhe language. Yet can no 
man fay, but that to fpeake well, is mof gracious and commendable, but nor fo exeellent 
asfomemakeit <; and\[am grieved to {ee how we imploy moft part of our time about that 
onely. I would firft Know mineowne tongue perfectly, theamy neighbours with whom 
Lhavemoft commerce, I muftneedsacknowledge , thatthe: Greeke and Latine rongues, 
are great ornaments in a Gentleman, but they are purchafed at over-high a rate. Ufeit 
who lift, I wiiltell you how they may be gotten better cheape.,.and much feoner than 
is ordinarily ufed , which was tried in my felfe. My lace facher , having by all tke meanes 
and induftrie,that is poffible for man, fought. among{t-the wifelt, and men of beft under- 
ftanding,, co find a moftexquifite and readie way of teaching , being advifed of the incon- 
yenicnees then.in ufe;. was given to underftand , that the lingring while , and beft part of 
eur youth, that we imploy in learning the tongues , which coftthem nothing , isthe oncly 
caule.we can never attaine to that abfolute perfeétion of skill and knowledge, of the 
Greckes,and Romanes. I doenot beleeve thatto be the onely caufe. Bur foit is, the ex- 
pedicnt my father,found out, wasthis; that being yctatnurfe,and before the firft loofing 
of my tongue, I was delivered to aGermane, -( whodied.fince , amoft excellent Phyfitian 
in France ) he being then altogether ignorant ofthe French tongue, burexquifitely readie 
and skilfull in the Latine, Thisman, whom my. Father had fent for of purpofe , and to 
whom he gave verie great entertainment , had me continually imhis armes , and was. inine 
onely overfeere There were alfojoyned unto him two of his countrimen,, but not fo lear~ 
ned; whofe charge wasto attend, and now and.then,to play with me; ‘and all chefe toge- 
ther did never entertaine me With other than the Latine tongue. As for others of his houf- 
hold, it was an inviolable rule, that neither himfelfe, nor my mother, for man, normaid- 
fervant., were fuffered to fpeake one word in my companie , except fuch Latine words’ as 
eyery one had learned to chat and prattle withme, It were ftrange te tell how every one 
inthe houfe profited therein., My Father and my. MotherJlearned fo-much Latine, that 
for a needthey couldunderftandit, when they heard it fpoken , even fo did all the houf- 
hold fervants, namely fuch as werencereft and moftabout me. To be fhort, we were all 
{o Latinized, that the townes round about us had their thareof it; inforauch as even atthis 
day,many Latinenames both of workmen and.oftheirtooles , are yet in'ufe among them, 
And as formy felfe , I was about fix yeares old ; and could underftandno more: French or 
Perigordine., than Arabike, and that without art, without bookcs, rules, or grammer, 
without whipping or whining. I had.gotten.as purea Latine tongue as my Matter could 
{peake.; the rather becaufe I couldneither mingle or confound the fame with other tongues. 
If for.an Eflay they would givemea Theme, whereas the fafhion in Colleges is, to give 
itinFrench, J had.itia bad Latine, to reduap the fame inte good. And Nicholas Grucchi, 
who 
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vone belived) both France ahd Ltalie to this day, acKnOWIeage to _havebeen the bel Oya - 
tor: all.which} have becne m y Familiar taro often told me,tl neice] had 
sand fo perfect, tha echeonees a lto tdkenre ude And 
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e: for, at chat time be hadthe ch large and br inging rwiupi of the young Barle os 

tom fince we have {eene ov dla and fo yalianta Captaie, As forthe 

cin T have but finall underftand ing, my-fathe purpoted tomakemelearne i: 

by hew an luncuftomed me eahes, chat is oa W ay y of reoreation aid exercife, 


We did tofle our declinatioi iS, and conjueations toand fi 
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1¢re casdome re of opinion, tharfi ddenly oO awaken young children, ar da Sit 
were by violence to ftart leaned frighe chem outof > their dead fleepein a morning (w Neve i 
they are more heay ic and d& eper plu nged than we ) doth greatly troutle and a liftemper 
their! braines,he wouldeyvet 'y mor ning caufe m eto beawakened bythe ffomeyht tiga 
ment; and J wasneve: “without afervant ; Whotot hat pu pole acendéd Lupo men T his 
exaty iple may ferve to judeeofel hereft; asalforto commend the jad pementiand renderates 
ction of fo carefull and hee ing-afathen : who isnottobe blame d; thougivhe 
1¢ fruits anfwerable to his exqui fitetoyle jand painefull ma aniring, Two things hind 
firtthebarreonetle.and ur le: forhowbe it T were ofoa found “and Rion 
ion and ofa tragtableand-y ye eeldit ng condition, yet was fo heayie 
at I could not be rouged ; yea Were itto poe to play ) fromout 
hat Taw, I faw it perfectly ; 5 aad undet this Heayy ry,and as 
xiomdid I brecd hdsdie imagivation 1S; and Opihionis fax re ab 
yery { flow,and would g Bde tio furchérthan iw asled by or 


My invention poore ; and belides, I hada marvelous defegtin my Weake Memorie > it is 
there forcing wonder jif my fal ereoulk Inever bri 


ring me tory perfcction:Secondly;as thofe 
that.in fome c dangerous fickuefle,wioved with's find of hope- fulland ereedie detire of pers 
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maa being ex oly teaxefullito commit my overfight; »; inamatter he:tor ke to he cart, 
fiffered him€feoat la{h tobe led way by the common op 


t inion, which like unto the 
Cranes sfolloweéthever thoferbat vo bef ‘Ore; and yeelded to'au ftome: Having thofe no lon. 


ger about him, that had giveah im his fir direétions 5 andwhichthe “y had brougt ht out of 
Teals te. Being bute fi yeares old Lwasfenr tothe Coll lege of Guieaiey then mott Ac ourifhing 
and reput ed the beftin Frané¢e,where it iSimpoffible to adde any thing ro the great care he 
had, both to chu ethebeftand moft fufficient Matters, that could be foun: d, to readextito 


me, as alfo for all other circumftances partaining to my educations wherein contrary to 
ufiall cultomes of Colleges, hé ebferved man W particular rules 


eB ee 1O. itis, it was evera 

College, My Latine ongute was forthwith cor ‘rupted, whereof by reafc nofdifconti nuance, 
‘ ‘ 

T afterward loft all manner of uf: which ABW kind of inftitution, ftood me inno other 


ftead bur th vat atiny firft admitrance,ic adcine to over-skip fome of iclte Soouer formes,and 
tobe pla ed in the higlielt: Borat thirreene Ypres of ace, that Left the College, [ had read 
over the whole courfe of Philos fophic ( ( ony callit)but: with fo {ma! H profic, that I can ROW 
make noaccountofit): Thefirt rate > feeling I had of ‘bookes,wasof the pleafure Itooke 
wuredding the fables of Ovids Métamorphafies oe béing bi ut feyenior cight yeares old, 

Twouldttealeand fequefter my felfe from:allorherd lelights, orilyto reader them : Foifo. 
much as the tongue wheteia they were writtenawhs toine natural; and it was the eafielt 
booke I knewyaind' by reafowof the macterthdreia contained mot agreeing withmy young 
ages Forof King Arrhur, of: Lanéelor de Luke\of Amudis,o£ Hyon of Beer deans, and fuck 
idle time co: fining, and. wit-beforei ino trafh of bookes whetein youth doth commonly 
anmute it fel fet wasnort {o mutchids acquainted with .theic names sand to this day know. noc 
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their bodies, nor what they containe: So exaét was my difcipline, “Whiereby f became 
more careleffe to ftudie my other prefcript leflons, And well did ic fall out for my purpofe, 
that Thad to deale with a very difcreet Mafter, who out of his judgement could with fach 
dexteritie winke at, and fecond my untowardlineffe, arid fuch other faults that were in me. 
For by that meanes,| read over Vergils wEneados, Terence, Plautws, avd other Italian Co- 
medies, allured thereunto by the pleafantnefle of their feverall fubjects : Had he beene fo 
foolifhly-fevere, or fo feverely froward asto crofie this courfe of mine, I thinke verily I had 
never brought any thing from the College, but the hate and contempt of Bookes, as doth 
the greateft part of our Nobilitie.Such was his difcretion,and fo warily did he behave hun- 
felfe, that he faw and would not fee: hee would fofter and increafe my longing : fuffering 
me but by ftealth,and by fnatches to glut my {elfe with thofe Bookes; holding ever agenite 
hand over me, concerning other regular ftudies. For, the chiefeft thing my father required 
at their hands( unto whofe charge he had committed me) was akinde of well conditioned 
mildenefie,and facilitie of complexion.And,to fay truth, mine had no other faulc, buta cere 
taine dull languifhing,and heavie flothfulnefic. Thedanger wasnot, fhould doe ill, but that 
I fhould doe nothing. 

No man did ever fufpeét,I would prove.a bad,but an unprofitable man: forefecing in me 
rathera kind of idleneffe, than a voluntary craftineffe, I am not fo felte-conceited but I per- 
ceive what hath followed. The complaints that are daily buzzed in mine eares are thefe ; 
that Iam idle,cold,and negligent in officesof friendfhip,and dutieto my parents,and kins- 
folkes ; and touching publike offices, that I amover fingular and difdainfull. And thofe 
thatare moft injurious cannot aske, wherefore I have taken, and why I havenot paied ? but 
may rather demand, why I doe not quit,and wherefore J doe not eive ? I would take it asa 
favour, they fhould wifh fuch effects of fupererogation inme. But they areunjuft and over 

artiall, that will goc aboutto exact that from me, which I owe not, with more rigor than 
they willexact from themfelves that which they owe; wherein if they condemne me, they 
utterly cancell both the gratifying of the aétion,and the gratitude, which thereby would be 
dueto me. Whereas the active well doing fhould be of more confequence, proceeding from 
my hand, in regard I hayeno paffive atall. W herefore I may fo much the more freely dif 
pofe of my fortune,by how much mere it is mine, and of my felfe that am moft mine owne. 
Notwithftanding, if I werea great blazoner of mine owneactions, I might peradventure 
barre fuch reproches, and juftly upbraid fome, that they are not fo much offended, becaufe 
I doe not enough, as for that I may, and it licsin my powerto doe much morethanI doe. 
Yetmy mindeceafed not at the fame time to have peculiar unto it felfe well fetled moti- 
ons, true and open: judgements concerning the objects whichitknew ; which alone, and 
withoutany helpeor communication it would digeft. And amongft other things I verily 
beleeve,it would have proved altogether incapable and unfit toyeeld unto force, or {toope 
unto violence. Shall I accountor relate this qualitie of my infaucie, which was, a kinde 
of boldnefle in my lookes, and gentle foftnefie in my voice, and  aftabilitie in my ge- 
ftures, and a dexteritie in conforming my felfeto the pasts I undertooke ? for before the age 
of the 


Alter ab undecimo tum me Vix ceperat annus: 
Yeareshad I (to make even. ) 
Scarfe two above eleven. 
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Thave under-gone and reprefented the chiefeft pagrsin the Latin Tragedies of Pschanan, 
Guerenti,and of Murer; which in great ftacqwere acted and plaid in our College of Gus- 

cane: wherein Andreas Goveanus our Reétor principall ; who as in all other parts belon- 

gingto his charge, was without comparifon the chiefeft Regtor of Frasce, and my felfe 

(without oftentation-be it {poken) was reputed, if nota chiefe matter, yet a principall Actor 

inthem. cis anexercife I rather commend than difalow in young Gentlemen : and have 

feene fone of our Princes (in imitation offome of former ages)both commendably and ho- 

neftly, intheir proper perfons aét and play fome parts in Tragedies, It hath heretofore 

been eftecrmed-a lawfull exercife, anda tolerable profeftion in men of honor, rarely in 

ise Greece. Ariftani tragico atbori rem aperit * huic or genus & fortuna honefta rant: necars 
Liv.det,3. libsae quia nshil tale apud Gracos pudori eit, eadcformabat. Hesmparts the matter te Arifton a 
Player 
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Player of tragedies, whofe progenie and fortune were both hone; nordid his profeffion dif 
Lr acethens, becaule no fuch matter ts a difparag cement among ft the Grecians. 

And I have ever accufed them of impet tine: 


tne Brees en, 


cle, that condemne and difalow firch kindes 
ofrecreations, and blamed thole of injuftice, that re 


; fule good and honeft Comedians, or fas 
wecall theen)Players.to enter our good townes,and grudve the common people fich pub 
like olitike and wel ordered commonwealths 


endevor rather carefully to unite and 
; a8 in ferious offices of devotion; fo in honelt exercifes of 
cictie and loving friend thip is thereby cherifhed and increafed, And 
ot have more formall and regular paftimes allowed them, than fich as are 
éted and reprefented in Opea view of all and inthe prefence of the magifi rates themiélyeg - 
And if I might beare fway, | would thinkeit reafonable, that Princes fhould lometimes, at 
their proper charges, pratifie thecommon people with them,asan argument ofa fatherly af. 
goodnefle towards them: and-that in populous and frequented cities, 
sand places appointed for fuch {pectacles; asa diverting of wore 
inconveniences, and {ecrer actions. Butto come tomy intended purpofe, there isno better 
way than to alluretheaffeetion, and to entice the appetite: otherwife a man hall breed but 
affes laden with Bookes. With jerkesof rods t icy have their fatchels full of learning oj« 
ven them to keepe. ‘Which to doe w ell, oné muftnot only harbor in himfelfe, but wed and 
mary.the fame with hisminde. 
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It is follie toreferre Truth or F alfbood to eur 
[uffictencie. 


T isnot 


tadventure without reafon,that we afcribe the facilitie of beleevine and eafines 
of perfwater,unto fimplicitie and igaorance: For me feemeth to have learnt heretofore, 
that belicfe was,asit werean impreffion conceived in our minde, and according as the fame 
was found either more foft, orof leffe refiftance, itwas cafes ta loprint any 3 

Vrneceffe ei lances iniibra ponderib as impolites deprimi: fic anrmum perfpiemis cedere. Ay Cit Acad.au. ba, 
tt 1s mceffcric a frale muft gce downe the bullance when weights are put into ir, fo mutt a 

mide yecld ta rb ings that are manifef. Forafmuch therefore, as the minde. be ing moft 

cmptic and without caunterpoi ¢, fo much the more eafily doth it yeeld under the burthen 

ofthe firft perfwafton. And that’sthe reafon why children, thofe'o fthecommon fort, wo. 

men,and fickefolks, are fo fubjegt to be mis- led, and fo eafieto fwallow gudgeons, Yet on 
theother fideit isa fortith prefumption to difdaineand condemne that for falfe which unto 
us feemcth to beare no fhewoflikelic od or truth ; whichis ay ordinarie faultin thofewho 
perfwade themfelves to be of more {ufc iency than she vulgar foit.So was T fometimes wort 
to doc, and if I heard any body {peake,cither of ghofts walking,of foretelling future things 


of enchantments, of wi cherafts, Or any otherthing reported, which Lcould not. wellcon- 
cCiye,orthat was beyond my reach, 


ing therein, 


Sombiasterrores wagicos, miracula, fag as; 

Netherzas lemures, por entag, Theffali. 

D; catmes,magike terrors, witches, uncouthswonders, 

Night-walkiog {prites, Thiilian coujur'd—thunders, 

I could not but feeleakinde of compafiionto.fee the paare and {eely peopleabufed wich 
fuch follies, Andnow} perceive, that I was asmuchto beinoaned myfelfe: Not that Cxpee 
nence hath fince made mete di{c erh¢apy thing beyond my former opinions, yet was.ner 
mycuniobricthe caufeof it, buereafon hath taught me, that.fo refolutely co condemaea 
thing for falfe and impoffible,is.to affume uuito hinlelfe the advantage, to-have the bounds 
and limits of Gods wil! sand ofthe power of out common mother Nature tied to his fleeves 
And that there is no greater folly i the world, than to reduce themto.the meafure of our 
capagitie, and bounds of our fufliciencie. If weterme thot things monfters, or miraclesta 
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which ourreafon cannot attaine, how many fuch doe daily prefent themfelves unto our 
fight? Letus confider through what clouds, and how blinde-fold we are led tothe know- 
ledge ofmoft things, that pafie our hands: verily we fhall finde, itisrather cuftome, than 
fciencethat removeth the {trangeneffe of them from us: 
jam nemo felfus faruru{que videndi, 

Swfpicere in cali dignatur lucida templa. 

Now no man tir’d with glut ofcontemplation, 

Deignes to have heav’ns bright Church in admiration. 

And that thofe things, were they newly prefented unto us, wee fhould doubslefie deeme 
them,as much,or more unlikely,and incredible, than any other. 
-finune primum mortalibus adfint 

Ex improvsfo,cen fint objetta repente, 

Nil msagis his rebu: porerat mirabile dici, 

Ant minus axte quod anderene fore creders gentes, 
Ifnow firft ona fuddenthey were here 

Mongft mortall men, object tocie or eare, 

Nothing ,than thefe things,would more wondrous bee, 
Or that,men durftlefle thinke,cver to fee. 

He who had never feenea river before,the firft he faw,he thought it to be the Oceaniand 
things thatare the ereateft in our knowledge, we judgethem to bethe extremeft that nature 
werketh in that kinde, 

Seilicer & fluvins qui non est maximus, ef est 
Qi non ane aliquem majorem vidit,& ingens 
Arbor homoque videtur,& omnia de genere emsni 
Maxima qua vidit quifque bec ingentia fingst. 

A ftreame none of the greateft, may fo feeme 

To him, that never faw a greater {treame. 
Trees,men,feeme huge, and all things ofall forts, 
The greateft one hath feene, he huge reports. 

Con{uctudine oculorum afne(cunt animineque admirantur,peque Tequirnnt rAasiones eArswne 
reremsgiat femper vident.Mindes are acquainted by cuftome of their eses,nor do they admsre, 
or enquire the reafon of thofe things which they continually behold. The novelty of things doth 
mote incite usto fearch out the caufes, than their greatneffe : we mutt judge of this infinie 
power of nature,with more reverence, and with more acknowledgement of our own¢ igno~ 
rance and 'weaknefle, How many things of finall likelihood are there, witnefled by men, 
worthie of credit, whereof ifwe cannot be perfwaded, we fhould at leaft leave them in fu 
_ ? For, to deeme them impoffible, is by rafh prefumption to prefume and know how 

arre pofiibilitie reacheth. | Ifa man did well underftand, what difference there is betweene 
impoffibilitie,and that which is unwonted,and betweene that which is againft the courfe of 
nature,and thecommon opinion of men,in not beleeving rafhly and in not disbeleeving ea- 
fily ; the rule of Wothing too-mach,commanded by Chileon fhould be obferved. When we 
finde inFroyfard,that the Earle of Foix,(being in Bearne )had knowledge of the defeature at 
Iuberoth,of King Iehn of Caffile,the morrow next ithapned and themeanes healleageth for 
it,a naa may welllaugh at it: And ofthat which our Annales.report, that Pope Homarins, 
the very fame day that King Philip Augn/tus died at Aames, catifed his publike funerals 
to befolemnized, and commanded them to be celebrated throughout all/ralte, For, rhe 
authoritie of the witneffes hath peradventurg.no fufficient warrant to re(traine us, But 
what if Pletarke, befidesdiversexamples wikeh healleageth of antiquitic, faith to have 
certainly knowne,that in Domitians time,the newes of the battle loft by Antoniusin German 
many daies jonrneies chence,was publifbed at Rome, and divulged through the world, the very 
fame day is feceeeded: And if Cefar holds, that it hath many times happened, that repore 
hath foregone the accident : Shall we not fay, that thofefimple people have fuffered them- 
felvesto be coufened and {educed by the vulgar fort, becaufe they were not ascleare-faghted 
as we? Istheté any thing more daintie, more unfported, and more lively than Plinies judge- 
ment, whenfoever it pleafeth him to make fhewof it ? Is there any farther from va= 
nitie>? omit the excellenicie of his learaing and knowledge, whereof I make but {mall rec- 
koning 
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Koning: in which of chofetwo parts doe we exceed him? Yet there isno {choller meanely 
learned, but will conviace him of lying and read a leGture of contradiétion againit him ups 
onthe progreffe of natures works, When wee read in Boscher the myracles wrought by 
the reliques of Sainte Hillarie, his credit isnot fufficient to barre us the libertie of concradi- 
éting him : yet at raudon to condemnacall fuch like hiftories,{eemech to me anotable impu- 
dencic. That famous man Saint Asgaffine witneffeth to have feenea blinde childe to reco- 
ver his fight, over thereliquesof Saint Gervafe and: Protas[e at A4i'ane + and a woman at 
Carthage, to have beene cured of a canker, by the figueof the holy Croffe, which a woman 
newly baptized made unto her: and He/periue a familiar friend of his,to have expelled cer- 
taine {pirits that inolefted his houfe, with alittle of che earth of our Savious fepulcher; which 
earth being afterwardstranfported into a Church,a Paralitike man was immedtately there. 
with cured:and a woman going in proceflion, having as fhe paft by witha nofe-gaie toucht 
thecafe wherein Saint Stevens bones were, and with the fame afterward rubbed her cies, 
the recovered her fight,which long before the had utterly loft: and diversother examples, 
where he affirmeth to have beeie an afliftane himéelfe, What thal we accufe him of and two 
other holy Bifhops, Aureling and AL2sinsinus, whom hecalleth for his witnefles?Shal it bic 
ofignorance,offimplicity of malice, of facility or of impofture? Is any mana living fo impu~ 
dent, that chinks he may be compared tothem,whetherit be in vertueor picty,in knowledge 
or judgement, in wifdome or fufticiency ? Oni ut rasionem nnhams afferrent, bh anthoritare 
me feangerent : Who though they alleaged no reafon,yer might {ubdue me with their-very am 
thoritie.It isa dangerous tond hardinefit,and of confequence, befides the abfurd eemetit it 
drawes with i to delpite what we conceive not.For, after that according co your beft under. 
ftanding, you haveeftablifhed the limits of truth, and bounds of falfhood, and that ic is 
found, you muftneceflarily beleeve things, wherein ismore ftrangeneffe, than in thofe you 
deny ; you havealreadie bound your felfe roabandon them. Now that which me thinkes 
brings as much diforder in ourcontciences, namely inthefé troubles of religion wherein we 
are, is the difpenfation Catholikes make of their beliefe.. They fuppof to fhew themfélyes 
very moderate and skilfull, when they yeeldtheir adverfariesany of thofe articles now in 

queftion. But befides that,they perceive not what an ad vantage it is for him that chargeth 
rd you but once begit to yeeld and give them ground ; and how much that encorageth 

im to purfue his point :thofe articles which they chufefor the lighteft,are oftentimes moft 
important. Either aman muft wholy fubmit himfelferothe authoricie of our Ecclefiatticall 
policie, or aleogether difpence himéfelfe from it : It is not for us to determine what part of 
obedience we owe unto it. And moreover, I may fay it, becaufe Thave madetriall of ityha. 
ving fometimes ufed this libertie of my choice, and particular ele&tion, not regarding cera 
taine points of the obfcrvance of our Church, which f{eeme to bearea face, either more yaine, 
or more ftrange; comming to communicate them with ‘wife men, Phave found thatchof 
things havea moft folid and {teadi¢ foundation, and that it is butfoolithnetde and iguo~ 
rance,makesus receive them with leffe refpegt and reverence than the re(t, Why remember 
wenot, what, and how many contradiétions we finde ‘and feele even in our owne judge. 
ment? How many things ferved us but yefterday as articles of faith whichto day wedeeme 
but fables? Glory af curiofitic are the {courges of our {oules. The larcer itiduceth us to 


have an oare in every fhip,aiid the former forbids us to leave any thine unrefolyed or unde. 
cided, 
¢ 


XXVII, 
Of friendfbip. 6 


Oifidering the proceeding of 4 Painters worke] Haves adefire hath poflefied meete 
imitate him : He maketh choice of the moft convenient place and middle of everie 
wall there to place a picture;laboured with althis skill and fafficienci¢; andail void places 
aboutit he fillech up with antike Bofcagéor Craresko works ;» whichare fantafticall pi- 
ures, having tio grace, but inche variety and fttangenefftofthemn. Andwhas ace'thele my 
I3 compos 
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} ato. Seen ent a a 
I compofitions in truth,orherthan antike workes,and monitrous bodies,patched and hudled 
up together ofdjvers members, without any certaing or well ordered figure, having seither 
order ,dependencic,or propertion,but cafuall and framed by chance ? 
EB, pat. 4 Defnit in pifcem mulier formofa fwpernt. 


A woman faire for parts fuperior, 
Ends sin: a fifth for parts inferior. 

Touching this fecond point Igoe as farre as my Painter, but for the other and better part 
Tam farre behinde : for my fufficiency reacheth not fo farre, asthat I dare undertake,a rich, 
a polifhed, and according to true skill, and axt-liketable.1 have advifed my felfeto borrow 
one of Steven dela Boirie,who with this kinde of worke fhall honour allthe world, It isa 
difcourfe he entitled, Veluntar Servitude, butthole who have not knowne him, have fince 
very properly rebaptized the (omesThe againft one, Tu his firlt youth he writ,by way of Ef- 
faic, in honour of libertieagainft Tyrants. Ic hath long fince beene difperfed among{t men 
of underftanding not without great and, well deferved commend ations: for itis full of wir, 
and containeth as much learning as may be: yet doth it differ much from the beft he cando. 
And if in the age I knew him in, he would have undergowe my deffigne, to {ethisfantafies 
downein writing,we fhould doubtleife feemany rare things,and which would very neerely 
approch the honour of antiquity : for efpecially couching that part ofnatures gifts, I know 
none may be compared to-him. But it was not long ofhismn,that ever this Treatife came to 
mans view, and I beleeve he never faw it Gnceitfirtt efcaped hishands +: with certaine o~ 
ther notes concerning the edict of Januarie, famousby reafon ofourinreftine warre, which 
haply may in other places finde their deferved praife, It is all I could ever recover of his re« 
liques (whom when death feized, he by his latt will and teftament, left with fo kinde re= 
meimbrance,heire and executor of his librarie and writings) befidesthe little booke, I fince 
catifed to be publifhed:To which his pamphlet I am particularly moft bounden,forfomuch 
as it wasthcinftrumentall meaneofour firft acquaintance, Forit was fhewed me long time 
before I faw him; and gavemethe firft knowledge of hisname, addrefling, and thus nou- 
rifhing that uofpotted friendfhip,which we(fo long asit pleafed God) haye fo fincerely, fo 
entireand inviolably maintained betweeneus, that truly a man tha!l not commonly heare 
ofthe like; andamongft our moderne men. no, igne of any. fuch is {cenc, So many parts 
are required to. the erecting of fuch a one, that it may be counted a wonder, if fortune once 
fixthree ages contract the like. Thereis nothing to! which Nature hath more addrefled us 
than to focietic.And-Arifforle faith,rhat perfelt Law- givers have had more regardfull care of 
friend{hip than of juftice. And theutmolt driftofit’s perfection isthis.For generally,all chofe 
amities which are forged and, nourithed, by yoluptuoufnefle or profit, publike or private. : 
need, arethereby fo much the lefle faire and generous, and fo muchthelefle tiue a:mities, in | 
thatchey intermeddle othercaufes, ‘feope,and fruit with friendthip,than it felfe alone : Nox 
doe thofe foure ancient kindes of friendthips., Natwral,foctah, hopitable, and venerian,cie 
ther particularly ér-conjointly befeeme the fame: That from childien to parents may rather 


be termed refpect : Friendthip as nourifhed by communicatien, which by reafon of the 
oversgreat difparitie cannot bee faund inthem, ‘and would happly oftend the duties of na- 
cure: for neitherall che {ecret thoughts of parents can be communicated unto children, left 
it mightengenderan uabefeeming familiaritie betweenethem,vor the admonitions and core 
re€tions (which are the chiefett offices of friendfhip ) could be exercifed from children to 
parents. There have nations beene found, whet, by cuftome,children killed their parents, 
and others, where parents flew their children, thereby to avoid the hindrance ofenter~bea- 
rine one anotherin after-times : for naturally one dependeth from the ruine of another, 
There have Philofophers beene found difdaining this hatirall conjungtion, witnefle e47i- 
fippys, who so urged withthe affeétion he ought his children, as proceeding from his 
loynes, begantotpit, faying, That alforharexchement proceeded from him, and that alfo 
we engendred swormes andlice. And that other man, whom Plutarke would have perfwaded 
toagreewith his brother, anfwered, J care mor aftraw the more for bin, though he cameous 
ofthe fame wombe I did. Verily.the nameof Brother is a glorious name, and full of loving 
kindnefle, and therefore did he and I termeone another {wore brother : but this commix~- 
ture dividence;and fharing of, goods, this joynin wealth towealth,. and that the riches of 
ong fhall be the pevertic of another; doth exceedingly diftemmper and diftract all brotherly 

. alliance, 


. 
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alliance,and lovely conjunétion +. If brothers fhould conduét the progrefle of their adyvance- 
ment and thrift in one fame\path: and courfe, they muft neceffarily oftentimes hinder and 
crofle one another, Moreover,the correfpondenicie and relation that begetteth theferrue and 
mutually perfect amities, why fhall it be found.in thefe ? The father andthe fonne may very 
wellbe of a farre differing complexion,. and fo inany brothers 3 He ismy fonne, he is my 
kinfman ; but he may bea foole, abad, ora pecvifhsmindéd man, Andthen according as 
they are friendfhips, which the law and dutie of nature doth command us, fo muich the leffe 
ofour owne voluntarie choice and libertie is there required unto it: And our genuine liber. 
tie hath no production more properly her owne, than that of affection and amitie, Sure [ 
am,that concerning the fame I have affaied all that might be, having had the beft and moft 
indulgent father that ever was, ¢ven to his extremeft age,and. who from father to fonne was 
defcended of a famous houfe,and touching this rare-feene vertue of brother! y concord yery 


exemplare : 
om epfe 


Notus in fratres anim paternis 

To his brothers knowne fo kinde, 

As to beare a fathers minde, 

To compare the affection toward wemen unto it, although it proceed from our owne 

free choife,a man cannot,nor may it be placed in this ranke : Her fire, Lconfeffe it 
neque enim est dea ne feta xoffri 

Quedulcemcuris mifcet amaritiem.) 

(Nor is that Goddefle ignorant of me, 

Whole bitter-fweets with my cares mixed be, ) 
to be more aétive,more fervenr, and more fharpe. But it is a rath and wavering fire, waving 
and divers: thefire ofan ague fubjeét to fits and ftints,and that hath but flender hold-fatt 
ofus.Intruc friendthip, it is a general and univerfall hear, and equally tempered, aconftant 
and fetled heat,all pleafire and.{moothnes,that hathno pricking or ftinging in it, which the 
moreitis in luftfull loye,the more is it but aranging and mad defire in following that which 
flies us, 


a 


Come fegue la lepre il cacciatove 

Al freddo, al caldosalla manta ¢masal lite, 

Ne pinl eftima poiche prefa vedex 

E fol déetro a chs fug ge affrerta il piede. 

Ev’n as the huntfinan doth the hare purfue, 

Incold, in heat, on mountaines,onthe fhore, 

But caresno more,when he her tan’e efpies, 

Speeding his pace, only at that which flies, , 

As foone asit creepeth into. the termes of friend fhip, thatiscofay, inthe agreement of 

wils, itlanguifheth and vanitheth away : enjoying doth lof it, as having a corporal] end, 
and fubjeét to facietie... On the other fide, friendfhip is enjoyed according as itis defired it 
isneither bred, nornourifhed, nor increafeth but in jovitlance, as being fpirituall, andthe 
minde being refinedby ufe and cuftome. Under-this chiefe amitie, thefe fading affeétions 
have fomerimes found place in me, left I fhouldfpeake of him,who in his verfes fpeakes but 
too much of it.Soarethefetwo paffions entred into me in knowledge one ef another,but in 
comparifonnever : the firft lyinga high,and keeping a proud pitch,difdainfully beholding 
the other to paffe her points farre under it.Concerning matriage,befides that it is a covenant 
which hathnothing free but the entrance, the continuance being forced and conftrained de- 
pending elfe-wherethan from out will, and a match ordinarily concluded to otherends : A 
thoufand ttrangekirots are therein Commonly to be unknit,able to break the web, and trou- 
ble the whole coirfeof a livel yaffe&tion; whereasinfriendfhip, thereis no commerceor 
bufines depending on thefame,burit felfe. Seeing (to {peaketruly that the ordinary fuffici- 
ency.of women, cannot an{wet this conference and communication, the nurfe of this facred 
bond::nor feemetheir mindes flrong enough to endure the pulling of a knot {o hard, fo faft, 
and durable, And truly, if without that, fucha genuine and voluntarie acquaintance might 
becontraéted, where not only mindes had this entire joviflance, but alfo bodies, a fhare of 
the alliance,and where aman might wholy be cagaged: Avis corcaine,that friend{hip ware 
thereby 
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and full : But this fex could never yet by any examplcattaine un- 


hooles rejected thence. And this other Greeke licence is juftl yab- 


horred by our cuftomes which notwithftanding, becaufe according to ufe it had fo necefla- 


rie a difparitie ofa 


this of frindfbip ?why 


ges,and difference of offices betweente lovers,did no more fufficiently ani- 
wer the perfect union and agreement, which here we require Doss est enim iffe amor ami- 


citid? cur neque deformem adole [centers qué[qnam amat,neque formo (um fenem! For what love 
doth no man love either a deformed young man,0r a beautifull old man? 


Foreventhe picturethe Academic makes of it, will nor (as Ifuppole) difavowemcee, to fay 
thus in her behalfe :Thatthe fis(t furie,enfpired by the fon of Henne in the lovers hart, upon 
the objeét of tender youths-flower, to which they allow all infolent and paffionete violen~ 
ées, an immoderate heat may produce, was fimply grounded upon an external beauty; a 
falfe image of corporall generation: forin the fpirit it had no power, the fight whereof was 


yet concealed, whi 
did {eize upon a ba 


to the advancement o 


ch was but in hisinfancie,and before the age of budding. For, ifthis furie 
fe minded courage,the meanes of it’s purfuit, where riches, gifts, favour 
f dignities,and firch like vile metchandice,which they reprove.If it fell 


into a moft generous minde, the interpofitions were likewife generous = Philofophicall in- 


ftruations, 
countrie : examples of 


documentste 


reverence religion, to obey the lawes, to die for the good of his 


valor, wifdome and juftice. Thelover endevoring and ftudying to 


make himfelfe acceptable by the good grace and beauty of his minde (that of his body bes 
ing long fince decayed hoping by this mentall focietie to eftablith amore firmeand perma- 
nent bargaine. When this seme attained the effeét in due feafon, (for by not requiring ina 


lover, he fh 
beloved; forafmuch as 
abftrufe difcovery)t 


haw by the interpofition of 


ould bring leafure and difcretion in his enterprife, they require it exactly in the 
he was to judge ofan internall beauty, ofa difficile knowledge,and 


a fpiritual beauty was the defire of a {piritual 


conception engeadred in the beloved. The latter was herechiefeft; the corporall, acciden- 
tall and fecond altogether contrarie tothe lover. And therefore doe they preferre the belo- 
ved, and verifie that the gods likewife preferre the fame : arid greatly blame the Poet e#f- 
éhylaé, who inthe love betweene Achibes anid Patrocius afcribeth the lovers part untoAchil- 
des, who was inthe firft and beardleffe youth of his adolefcency, and the faireft of the Gra- 
cians, After this general! communitie,the iniftris‘and worthielt part ofit,predominant and 


exercifing her offices 


(they fay the moft availefull commodity did thereby redound bothto 


the private and publike) That it was the force of countriesreceived the ufe ofit,and the prin- 


cipall defence ofe 


quitie and libertie : witnefie the comfortable loves of Hermodsms and A» 


riffogiton. Therefore name they itfacred and-divine, and it concerns not them whether the 
violence of tyrants,or the demitheffe of the people be againft them: To conclude, all can be 
alleaged in favour of the Academy, is to fay,that it was a love ending in friendfhip, a thing 
which hath nobad reference unto the Stoical definition of love: Amorems comatum effe ari- 


citse facienda ex pulchritudinis fhecie. 


That love is an endevour of making friend{hip, byshe 


flew of beantie. Vxcturneto my defcription ina more equitable and equal] manner. Onsnine 
amicitia corroboratis janj confirmatifque ingeniis & ataribws jndicanda funt.Clearely friend= 
ships ave to be judged by wits, and ages already frrengthened and confirmed, Asforthe reft, 


thofe we orditiatily call friendes and amities,are but acquaintances and fatniliarities,tied to- 


gether by fo 


re occafton or commodities, by meanes whereof our mindes are entertained, 


Tithe amitie I {peake of, they entermixe and confound themfelves one itt the other, with fo 
univerfall acémmixture, that they weare out, and caro more finde the feame that hath 


nw 


é 
«€ 


se 


éxprafled, but by anf 
iy difcourfejand befides 
atid fatall power, 4 meane and Mediatrix of this indiffoluble union.“Wee foughtone an- 


o 


conjoyiied them together.Ifa man urge metotell wherefore Iloved him, I feele it cannot be 
wering; Becaufe it was he,becaufe it wasmy felfe. ‘There is beyond all 


what I’can particularly report of it, I know not whatinexplicable 


other, before we had feene one ariother and by the reports we heard one ofanother3’ which 


Wrought agréater 


violence in us,than the reafon of reports may well beare:] thinke by fome 


fectet ordinance ofthe heavens, we embraced one another by our namies; Andat ourfirft 


mMeetino, whic 


we found ort felvesfo fur 
ther,thar fram thence for 
excellence LatyneSatyre ; 


hwas by chanccata great feaft and folemne meeting of a wholetownethip, 


prized, fo knowne, foacquainted ; and focombinedly bound toge- 
ward nothing was fo neere unto us,as one unto anothes. He writan 
fince publifhed ; by. Which he excufeth and exypoundeththe preci- 
pitation 


& 
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pitation of our acquaintance,fo fuddenly come to her perfection ; Sithence it mut} continue 


fo fhort atime,and begun fo late ( for we were both growne men, and fie fome yéares older 
than my felfe) there was no time to be loft. And it was notto beeinodelled or direSted by 


the paterne of regular and remifle friendfhip, wherein fo many precautions ofa lone and 
preallable converfation are required. This hath no other Zdeathan of itfelfe, and can haye 
no reference but to it felfesIt is not one e{peciall confideration,nor two,not three,nor foure, 
norathoufand: Itis | wornot'what kinde of quinteflence, of allthis commixturc, which 
having feized all my will, induced the fameto plunge and lofe ic felfe in his, which like. 
wife having feized all his will, brought ir to lofe and plunge itfelfe inminé, with a mvtuall 
greedinefle, & with a femblable concurrance.] may truly fay lofc,refeiving nothing unto ug, 
that might properly be called out owire, nor that was either his, orinine. ‘When Levine in 
the prefence of the Romane Confuls, who after the condemnation of Tiberius Gracchus, 
purfued all chofe that had beene of his acquaintance, came to enquire of Cains Blofius (who 
wasone of hischiefelt friends) what he would have done for him, andthathe anfweted, 
All things, Whar? All things? replied he: And what if he had willed thee ro burne ony 
Temples? Blofimsantwered, He wonld never have commanded fuch a thing, But what ifhe 
had done it ? xeplied Lelivs The other abiwered ,l woxld have obeyed img : If hee were fo 
perfecta friend to Gracchus,as Hiltories report, he needed not offend the Confuls with this 
laft and bold confeffion, and fhould not haye departed from the affurance hee had of Grac- 
ehushisminde. But yet thofe,whoaccufe this anfweras fed itious, underftand not wellthis 
myftcric : and doe not prefiippofe in what termes he ftood, and that he held Gracchias his 
willin his fleeve, both by power and kwowledoe, They were rather friends than Citizens, 
rather friends than enemies of their countrey, or friends of ambition arid trouble Having 
abfolutely commitred themfelves one to another, they perfectly held the'reines of one an 
others inclination : and let this yoke be ouided by vertue anid condué of reafon (beeaufe 
without them itis alcogether impoffible to combine and proportion the fame,) The anfwer 
of Blo/ius was fixch as it fhould be. Iftheir affeStions mifcarried, according to my meaning, 
they wereneither friends one to other,’nor friends to themfelyes, As for the reft, this an- 
{wer founds no more than mine would doe,to him that would in {uch fore enquire of me; if 
your will fhould command you to kill your daughter, would you doe it ? and chat I fhould 
confent unto it: for,that beareth to witnelle oF confentto decir : becaufe Iam not in doubr 
ofiny will, and as little of {uch a friends will, It is notin the power of the worlds difcourfe 
ro rcmove mefroin the certaintie I have of his incentions'and Judgements of mine: no one 
of it’s adtions might be prefented unto'mé, under what fhape foever, but I would prefently 
finde the {pring and motion of it. Our mindes have jumped fo unitedly together, they have 
with fo fervent an affection confadered of each other, and with like affection fo difcoyered 
and founded ,even to the very bottome ofeach others heart and entrails, that I did not only 
know his, ‘as well as mine owne, but I would (verily ) rather havetrufted him concerning 
anymatter of mine, than my felfe. Letnoman compare any of the other common ftiend- 
{hips to this. hayeas much knov Nedgeof them asanother, y¢a of the perfeéteft of their 
kinde: yet will not periwade any man to confound their rules for fo aman might be decei- 
ved. In thefeother {tria friendfhips a man muft march with the bridle of wiféome and pre- 
caution in hishand : the bond is not fo ftriétly tied ,buta man may in fome fort diftruft the 
fame. Love him (faid Chslow ) as if yo fhonld one day hate hing againe. Hate him as if you 
fhould love bins againe. This precept, fo abhominablein thisfoveraigne and miftris Amitie, 
isneceffarie and Wholefome in the ufe of vulgar and cuftamarie friend fhips: toward which 
aman mult employ the faying Ariffotle was wont fo often to repeat, Ob yer my friends, 
theve is noperfett friend, 

Inthis noble commerce, officesand benefits (nurfes ofothet amities) deferve not fo 
muchas to bee accounted of : this confution fo full of our wills is caufe of it : for even as 
the triendfhip I beare unto myfelfe, admits no accreale, by any fuccourT give my felfein 
any time of weed; whatfoever the Stoickes alleage; and asT acknowledge no thanks unto 
my {elfe for any fervice I deeunto my felfe,fo the union of fach friends, being truly perfect, 
makesthem lofe the fecling of fuch duties, and hate, and expell froin one another thefe 
words of divifion, and difference; benefit, good deed, diitie, obligation, acknowledge- 
ment, prayer, thanks, and fuchtheir like, All things being by effect common ag tay 
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them ; wils,thoughts, judgements,goods, wives, children, honour,and lifesand their 
allacreement, being noothacchanane (oil e intwo bodies, according to tl 
Ariftotle they ¢ can neither lend or give ought to eachother. See h ni why 
makers, to honour marriage with fome ima ginary referablanc sobthisdivine pond, ihibire 
meaning t heweley teinferre, that tall ull chi os 
to divi ead { 


donations betweene husband and wife 
peculiarly bee properte eacl hofthem ph i have nothing og 
ther. If in the friend fhip whereof I {peake, one might giveut ato another, ceedeetine of the 
benefit fhould bindc his fellow, For, each fecking more than any ot hes ithitg,toidce each 
other good, he who ycelds both matter andoccafion, is the man fheweth himlelfe liberal, 

giving his frien d thar contenunent,to efiect towards him what he defir sah moft, Wher athe 


hid 


Phil ofopher Diogenes wanted meney,he was wont to fay; That he re-demanded the fame 
of his friends, and not that hedemandedit + Andto thew how thati is practifed by ctfect, I 
will-relate an ancient fingula ur exainple. Endamsdas the Corinthian had two friends. Chane 
xenus a. Sycionian,and Arerh yeus a Corinthian; bein g upon his death -bed, and very poore, 

and his Fura facade very ric ch,thus made his laft 1 will and teftament.7o Aretheus, Ibequensh 
shel keepin g of my mother, andto maintaine ber when fhe fh wl be old ¢ To Charixenus the 


Ayr of 7) y da me. ter,and to give her as great a » ar 7.45 he may + and in cafe one ofthens 
Jealichance to die before, L appsint the fare aver-to {x bftitune bis charge, and fuppl y bis place. 
Thofet! faw thisteftameat, laughed and mocked atth se icued but his heires being 
advertifed there ale were very well pleated, and received it with { ingular contentment, And 


Charixenus one af phar , dying o five daies after. Exdamidas, the fi ibfticution | being declared 


in favour of Avethexs, he carefully and very Kind] y kept and maintained his mot! her, and of 
fiye talents that the was worth, he gave two and a halfe in, mariage to one or aly daughter he 
had, and the other two and a halfetothe daughter of E udamidas, whonvhe married tb sothin 
one day. This examp le is very ample, if ‘onething were not,which isthe multitude of friends: 
Fo r,this perfect amity I {peake of,is indivifible;each raan doth fo wholy give himfelfe unto 
his ‘friend that he hath pouting left him to divide elfe-where:inoreover he is grieved that he 
is sdouble striple, or quac lruple, and hath nor,many-foules,orfundry wils, ae bemight con. 
exre them all upon this fubject.. Common friend (hips may bee divided ; aman maylove 


peauty inone facility of behaviour in another, liberality in o ne,and wit: >in anotherypa- 
er chity in this, fracerni ty inthat man,and fo fortaet but this amitie wi lich pol o(felle tly che foule 
and a: raigatic,| itis is impofhiblest fhould bedouble, If t one infiant 
fhoul helpe, to which would yourun ? Should they crave contrary office sofyou, 


what. order. would you follow ?. Should ong commita matrerto your filenee; whieh if the 
other knew would greatly profithim,w hatcourfe would you take2Or Pde would youdit- 
charge your fel fer. A Gngular and principall friendship diffolvethall other duties,and freeth 
all other obligations. T he fecret I have {wornengtéo revealeto another, Lmay without per- 
jurie impart it unto him, who isno other burmy felfe. It isagreat and ftrange wonder fora 
man to double himfelfe; ‘anata fe thattalke.of. tripling apig not,nor can notre ach uD to the 
height of it, Nasbing ere that hath bis like. An ¥ he who thal prefu pole, thatoftwo 
I love the one as wel asthe other,and that they cuter-loye onc another,and love measmuch 
as I lovethem : he multiplieth : in brother-hood,a thing moft Gngular, and alonely enesand 
than which one alone is alfotherareftito be ee in the world. The icsteiad oft hishifio- 
ry agreeth verywel with what Laid; for,Eudamidas civeth as.a grace &favor to his friends 
to employ them in his need: heleavert hthem.as his heires of Fhis liberality, which confifteth 
in putting the meanes into theirhands,todoe him good. -Aud doubileffe, the force of friend- 
fhip.is much morerichly fhewenin his deed than.im Aretheus.. To conclude shey areima- 
ginable effeéts3to him that hath not tafted then: and which makes me.w onderfully te ho- 
northe anfwer ofthat young Souldier to Cytriiiy W ho enquiting ofhim,whathe woulditake 


ee fora horfe, with which he had late ly gained the prize ofarace, and whether he would 


t¢ 
cc 
«ec 
cc tance; but in this, whereinmen negotiate fromthe very centre of their harts, anc 


change him fora Kingdome ?, No furely my Liege ({aid! he) yet onldde willingly forgee him 
to. gaine a syne friendycould I but finde a man worthy of {0 precious an alliancesHe laid norill, 


in faying ; conldl but fiede.-For, aman fhall eafily finde men-fit for a fupex sficiall acquain- 


{make no 
fpaxeof any thing, it.ismoftrequifire, all the wards and {prin pe tine sal wrough 
peticrtly true... In.confederacies, awhich hold: but by one’end, men have nothing to pro- 
vide~ 


& 
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vide for, but for the imperfeétions, which particularly doe intere(t aad concetne that end 
and refpect.It is no great matter what religion my Phyfician and Lawyerisof: this confi. 
deration hath nothing common with the offices of that friendfhip they owe mee, So doe] 
in the familiar acquaintances, that thofe who ferve me contra& with me, Tam nothing in. 
auilitive whether a Lackey be chafte or no, but whether he be diligent: I feare nota gas 
ming Muleticr,fo muchas ifhe be weake; vor a hor {wearing Cooke,as one that is ignorarte 
and unskilfull ; J never meddle with faying what a man fhould doe inthe world ; ¢] 
over many others thatdoc it; but what my felfe doe in the world, 
Mphi fic ufus et : Tibi, wt opus est fatto, face. 
So is it requifite for me ; 
Doe thou as needfull is for thee, 
Concerning familiar table-talke,| tatheracquaint my felfe with,and follow a merry con- 
eeited humour,than a wife man : And inbed I rather preferbeaucy, than goddneffe ; and in 
focicty or converfarion of familiar difcourfe, Irefpe& rather fufficiency, though withour 
Prend’ hommie, and fo of all thingselfe. Even as he that was found riding upon an hobby- 
horfe,playing with his child tea,befought him,who thus furprized him, not to {peake of ic, 
untill he were a father himfelfe, fuppofing the tender fondneffe, and fatherly paflion, which 
then would pofleffe his minde, fhould make him an impartiall judge of fuch ana@ion, So 
would I with to {peake to fichas had tried what I{peakeof: but knowing how far fuch an 
amitic is from the common ufe, and how feld feene and rarely found, I looke not to finde a 
competent judge. For, even the difcourtes, which ferne antiquitie hath left us concerning 
this fubject,feemeto me buttaintand forceleffe mi refpect of the feeling I have of it: And in 
that point the effects exceed the very precepts of Philefophie, 
Nilego contuleriws jucundo fanus amico. 
For me,be I well in my wit, 
Nought,as a merry friend, fo fir, 

Ancient (Menander accouited him happy, that had but met the fhadow of a true 
friend: verily he had reafon to fay fo,e{pecially ifhe had tafted ofany : for truly,if I com- 
pareall the reft of ny forepatfed life, which although I have bythe meere mercy of God, 

spaft atreft and eafe, and except the lofle of fo dearea friend, free fromall grievous affiGti« 
on, with au ever-quietnefle of minde,as one that have taken my naturall and originall com- 
modities in good payment, without fearching any others :if, as I fay, I compareit all unto 
the foure yeares, I fo happily enjoied the fweet company, and deare-deare fociety of that 
worthy man, it is nought but ayapour, nought buta darke and yrkefome light. Sincethe 


ere are 


time I loft him, 
quem femper acerbune, 
Semper honoratum (fic Dis volwiftis) habebo. 
Which I fhall ever hold a bitterday, 
Yetever honor’d (fo my God obey) 

I doe but languifh,kdoe but forrow : and even thofe pleafures,all things prefent me with, 
in ftead of yeelding me comfort, doe but redouble the gtiefe of his loffe; We were copart. 
nersiin allchings. Allthings were with us at halfe; me thinkes I have ftolne his part from 
hiin. 


Nec fas effe ula me voluprate hic frui 
Decrevi,tantifper dum ille abest- meus particeps, 
I have fer downe,no joy enjoy Imay, 
Aslong ashe my partner is away, 
I wasfo accuftomed to be ever two,and fo enured.to be never fingle, that methinks Jam 
but halfe my felfe. 
Ilham mee fi partems anime tulit, 
MMaturior vis, quid moror altera, 
Nec charus aque nec fuperftes, 
Tareger ? Ile dies utramque 
Daxit rtinam. 
Sincethat part of may foule riper fate reft me, 
Why ftay I heere the other part he left me ? 
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Nor fo deerenor entire, while heere I rett : 
That day hath in oneruine both oppreft. 

There is no aétion can betideme, or imagination pofleffeme, but I heare him faying as 
indeed he would have done to me: foreven as he did excell me Adee 


Chap.27. 


by at? infinite diftance in 
all other fufficiencies and vertues, fo did he in all offices and duties of friendfhip. 
Quis defiderio fit pudor ant modus, 
Tam chari capitis ? 
What modefty or meafure may I beare, 
In want and with efhim that was fo deare? 
O mifero fratet adempte mihi! 
Omnia tecum una perierant gandia noftras 
Quetuus in vita dulcis alebat amor. 
Ts mean mortens fregifti commoda frater, 
Tecumuns tora est noftra {epulta anima; 
Cujus ego interitu rota de mentefugavt 
Hec ftudia,arque omnes delictas animi. 
eA llaquar é audiers nunquam tha verba loquentem ¢ 
Nunguamegote vita frater amabilior, 
Afpiciam posthac ? at certe ‘femper amabo. 
© brother reft from miferable me, 
All ourdelight’sare petifhed withthee, 
Whichthy fweet love did nourifh in my breath. 
Thou all my good haft {poiled in thy death: 
Withthce my foule is all and whole enfhrinde, 
At whofe death I have caft out of minde 
Allmy mindes {weet-meats, ftudies of thiskinde ; 
Never fhall J, hearé thee{peake, fpeake w ith thee ? 
Thee brother,than life dearer neverfce ? 
Yet fhalt thou ever be belov’d of mee. 
but lectus a little heare this yong man {peake,being but fixteene yeares ofage. 

Becaufe I have found this worke to have fince beene publithed (and to aivillend)by fuch 
as feeke to trouble and fubvert the ftate of ourcommon-wealth, nor caring whetherthey: 
fhall reformeitorno ; whichthey have fondly jnfertedbamrong other writings of their in~ 
vention,I havesevoked my intent,w hich was to placeit here.And left che Authors memory 
fhould any way. be interefled with thofe that could not thoroughly know hisopinions and 
aétions, they fhall underftand, that this fubjedt was by hit treated of in his infancie, only 
by way ofexercife, asa fubject, common, barc-worne,) and wyer-drawne in a thoufand 
bookes. I will never doubt but he beleeved what he writ, and writ as hethought : for hee 
was focon{cientious, thatnelie did ever pafic his lips, yea were it butimmatters of {port 
or play : and I know, that had it beene in his choyce, he would rather haye beeneborné at 
Vericeshan at Sarlac ; and good reafon why : But he had another maxime deepely imprin- 

ted in hisminde, which was, carefully to obey, and religioufly to {ubmit himfelfe tothe 
lawes, under which he was borne. ‘Fhere was never a better Citizen, nor more afteéted to 
the welfare and quietnetfe of higcountrie,nora fharper enemie ofthe changes, innovations, 
newfangles,and hurly-burlies ofhistime: He Would more willingly have imployed the ut. 
moft of his endeyours to extinguifh and:fuppreffe, than to favour or further them : His 
minde was modelled to the patterne of otherbeft ages. But yet in exchange of his {erious 
trearife, I will here fet youdowne another more pithie,materiall, and of more confequesice, 


by him likewife produced in that tender age. 
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Cuar. XXVIIL 


Nine and twestie Sonnets of Steven dela B oette, tothe Lady 
of Grammont,Counteffe of Guiffen. 


Adame,] prefent you with nothing that is mine;either becaufe it is already yours, or 
M becauie I finde nothing therein worthy of you. Bue wherefoever thefe verfes fhall be 
feene,for the honour which thereby fhall redound to them, by having this glorious Corifaa- 
a2 of Andoins for their guide, I thought it good toadornethem with your worthy name. I 
have deemed this prefent fit for your Ladifhip, forfomuch as there are few Ladies jn Fraiice, 
that either can better judee of Poefie, ot fitter apply the ufe of ic, than your worthy felfe : 
and fince in thefe her drooping daies,nonecan give it more life,or vigorous fpirit,than you, 
by thofe rich and high-tuned accords, wherewith anongft a million of other rare beau- 
ties, nature hath richly graced you. Madame, thefe verfesdeferve to be cherifhed by you : 
and Tam perfwaded you will be of mine opinion, which is,that none haye come out of Gaj- 
konie, that either had more wit, or better invention, and that witneffe to kaye proceeded 
from a richer veine.And Iet no jealoufie poflefle you, inafmuch as you have bur the réniaisi- 
der of that, which whilome I caufed to be printed under the name ofiny Lord of Forx,your 
worthy,nobleand deare kinfnan: For truly thefe have akinde of livelineflé. and moré pitt 
cing Emphafisthaa any other, and which I cannot well expreffe : as hee that made them in 
his Aprils youth, and when he-wasenflamed with a noble glorious flame, as I will one day 
tell your honour in your-eare. The other were afterward made by him in fayour of his wifé 
at what time he wooed and folicited her for matria 


ge, and began tofeele I wot tiot what 
martiall-chilneffe,and husbands-coldneffe.And Tam one of thofe,whofe opinion is, that di- 


vine Poefie doth no where fadge fo well, and fo etleétually applaudeth, asin a youthful, 
wanton,and unbridled fubjeét. Theabove mentioned nine and twentie Sonnets of Bocrie,and 


that inthe former impreffions of this booke werehere fet downe, have fitice beene prinred 
with his other works, 
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Crap. XXIX. 


Of Moderation. 


AG if our fenfe of feeling were infedted, wee corrupt by our touching, things that in 
themfelvesare faire and good. Wemay fo feize on vertue, that if weembraceit wich 

atrover-sreedy and viclent defire, it may become vitious. Thofe who fay, There se never eng 

coffe ix Vertne becaule it is no longer vertue ifany exceffe be in ix, doe but jeft at words. 

Infani fa (piers nomen feratequis snigui, 

Vitra quam fais eft virtutems Si petat ipfam. 

A wife man mad, juit unjuft,may Iname, 

More than is meet, ev’ vertue if he claime, 

Philofophyis a fabrile confideration. Aman may oye yertue too mauch, and excef. 

fively demeane himfelfe in a good aétion. Gods holy word doth apply it {elfe tothis byafe: 

Bevror wifer thanyon fhevld,and be Soberly wtfe.T have {cence forme gtcat men, blemith there- 

putation of their religion, By fhewing themlelves religiqus beyond the example of mén of 

their qualiti¢. I love temperate and indifferent. n atures. Immoderation towards ood, if 

Itoftend me'fot, it amazeth, and troubleth me how I thould call it, Neiher Pas{anias his 

mother, who eave the firtt inffrudtion,and for her fonues death broughe thefirft tome s Nor 

Pofthuminsthe Di&ator, that brought his owne fonneto his end, whomishe heat and for. 
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worldly pleafures : incapable of all politike admin 
| bimfelfe > apt to be without revenge buffeted,and baffled. He saith crue storm her cxcefle fhe 
-enthralleth our naturall libertic, and by animportunate Wile, diverts usfrom the faireand 
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wardneffe of youth,had haply before his ranke,made to charge his cnemies, feeme fo juft as 
ftrangeunto me. And Ineither loyc to perfwade or follow fo favage and fo dearea vertue. 
The Archer that overfhoots his marke, doth ‘no otherwife tha t fhooreth fhort. 
Mine cies trouble me as much in climbing up toward a greatlight, a5to goe downeinthe 
darke.Callicles in Plato faith: The extremitie of Phslofophy to bee burtfrll: and perfwades no 
man to wade further ito it, than the bounds of profit +. Aad that tal 
pleafant and commodious, bur inthe endit makes aman wilde and vicious, difd:infull of reli- 

ton ana of common lawes : an enemie of crvill converfatton: a foe to humane fenft 2, and 
iftration ; arduxfitto -ffiff orkers orta helpe 


2 with mod 10, tt is 
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plaine path which nature traceth out for us. The love we beare to women, is very liw fol; yee 


doth Divinitie bridleand reftraine the fame. Iremember to! have read in Saint T/omags, in 


a place where hecondemneth martiages of kinsfoll es nvforbidden degrees, this onc reafon 


amone ft others: that the love aman bearcrh tofucha wonianinay | éderate: for, if 
the wedlocke,or husband-like affection be found and perfedt,as it oughtro'be, anc aifo fur- 


charged with that aman owethto alliance and kindred there is no doul 
may cafily tranfport a husband beyond the bounds of reafon. Thofe Science: 
manners of men,as Divinitieand Philofophy,medleth with all things. Theteisno action fo 
private and fecret may be concealed from their knowledge and jurifaiction. Well doethey 
learne that fearch’and @enfure their libertic. It isswomen communicate their parts as much 


asa man liftto wantonize with them : bucto phificke them ‘bafhfulnefie forbids th I 
them,. i 


will then in their behalfe teach husbands this, ifthere be ‘any too much flefht upon them: 
which is, thatthe vetie pleafiires they hayebythe familiaritie of their wives, except mode= 
rately ufed ; they are reproved and not only in that, but in anyother unlawfull fubjedts, a 
man may trefpafle in licentioufneife, and offend in excefie, Thofe fhainclefte endearings, 
which the firit heat faggefts unto us ia that fporefull delight, arenot only undecently, but 
hurtfully employed towards our wives. Let them at leafttearne iin pudencie fiom another 
hand... They are ever broad-waking when wee need them, Ihave ufed nomea fics butnatu- 
ral and fimpleinftruGtion, Marriage isa religious and dévout bond: and thatijsthe reafon 
the pleafure a man hath of it, fhould bea moderate, ftaied and ferious pleature,and mixed 


— 


with feveritie, it onghtto bec a voluptuoutneffe fomewhat circumfpect and confcientious, 
And becaufe it is the chiefeft of generation, there are that make a queftion, whether it be 
lawfull torequire them of copulation, as well when we have no hope of children, as when 
they are over-aged, or big with childe.. Lt 4.2 homicide,accordiag to Plato. Certaine na- 
tions (and amoneft others, the Mahometane ) abhorre Conjunétion with women great 
withchilde, Many alfo with thofe that have their monethly difeafe. Zenobia received her 
husband but for one charge; which done, all the time ofher conception, fhe let him goeat 
randon, and that paft, fhe gave him leave to begin againe : a notable and generous example 

of matriage, 
Platobortoweth the narration( of fome needy and hunger. (tarven Poet)ofthis {ports That 
Inpiter one day gave his wife fo hot a charge, impatient to {tay till fhe cameto.bed,heelaid 
her along upon the floore,and by the yehemence of his pleafire forgotthe urgentand weigh. 
ty refolutions lately concluded pee with the other gods of his celeftiallcourt; boafting he 
found it as {weet at that time, as he had done, when firtt he {poiled her of her vitginitie, by 
ftealth and unknowne to their patents. The Kings of Per/ia, called fortheir wives, when 
they wentto any folemne featt, but whea much drinking and wine began to heat them in 
ood earneft,they fentthem torheir chambets, fecing they could no longer refrain, bue'muft 
needs yeeld to fenfudlitie,left they fhould be partakers of their immoderate luft;and in theit 
ftead fent for other Woitien, whom this duty of refpect. might net. concerne, 74 plesfures 
and grdtifications are not wellplaced ix al forts of people. Epaminondas had caufeda diflolure 
young man to be inprifoned : Pelopidas intreated him, that for his fake he would fet him at 
libertie;but he refufed him and ycelded to free him at the reque{t ofan harlotof. his, which 
likewife flied for his enlargement; faying #t was0 gralificarien axe nnto.aConrtizan,and nos 
to a Captaine. Sophocles being partrier with Pericles in the Pretorfhip, feeing by. chanée 
afaite boy to pafleby : Ob what 4 beanteons boy goethyouder ! taid heto Pericles : That 
; fpeech 
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fpeech were more futtng anotherthan a Pretor, wlwered Pericles, who ought not only tohave 
chafte hands, but alfo unpollmced cies. ez lius Verus the Emperour,his witecompla init g that 
he followed the love of orher women, anf{wered he did sr far con{cience fake, for | much as 
marriale was aname of hononr,and dignity ,and not of foolifh> and lafstvious luff: Aid our Ec- 
clefiatticall Hittorie,hath with honour picterved the memaric of chat wife, which lucd:cobe 
devorced from her husband, becaufe fhe would not fecond and content to:his over-infolene 
and lewde embracements, To conclude, there is no voluptuoutfuefie Lo juft, wherein excefle 
and intemperance is not reprochfull unto us. But tofpeake in good footh,is not a mana mi- 
(erable creature ? Heis{caree cometo his owne ftrength by his naturall condition, to tafte 
oneonly compleate,entire and pure pleafure but he laboreth by difcourfe co cut it off : he is 
not wretched enough,except by artand ftudy heaugment his milerie 

Fortune mi [eras anximus arte Vidbe 

Fortunes unhappie ill, 

We amplifie by skill, 

Humane wifdome doth foolifhly {eke to be ingenious in exercifing lier felfe to abate 
the pumber,and diminifh the pleafire of tenfualities that pertaine to us:as it doth favorably 
and induttrioufly in employing her devifes,to paint and feta lufter onevils, before our cies, 
and therewith to recreace our fe nfe.Had I beenc chiefe ofa faction, bwould have followed a 
more naturall courfe, which to fay true,is both commodious and facred, and fhould perad- 
venture have made my felfe trong enough to limitethe fame. Although our {pirituall and 
corporall Pbyfitians pas by covenant agreed upon berweenethem, finde ho way of recove~ 
rie, nor remedies for difeales of body and minde, but by torment, griefeand paine watch. 
ing, fafting, haire-fhirts,farre and folicarie exile, perpetual prifon, roddes and otheraffiéti« 
ons,have therefore beene invented : But fo, that they be eruly afflictions, and that there be 
foine ftinging fhatpenefle in them :“And thatthe fucceffe be not as Gallios was,who having 
beene confined to the ile of Lesbos,newes caine to Rome,thar there he lived a inerry life, and 
what the Senate had laid upon him for a punifament,redounded to his commodity:where-~ 
upon they agreed to revoke him home to his owne houfe and wife, ftri€tly enjoyning hima 
to keepe the famé, thereby to accommodate their punifhment to his fenfe and feeling. For 
he to whom fafting fhould proctire health and a merric heart,or he to whom poifon fhould 
bemorehealrhy than meat, it woifld be no longer a wholefome receipt, nomore than drugs 
ji ocher'medicines,are of no éffect to him that takesthem with appetite arid plealire. Bit- 
terneffe and difficultic are circumftances fitting their operation. That nature which fhould 

ake Renbarbe asfamiliar, fhould no doubt corrupt the ufe of it; it muft bé a thing that 
hurts the (tomacke. ifit thal cure it ? aad herethe common tule failes,that infirmities are cu- 
red by their contrari¢s: for one ill cureth another. This impreffion hath fone reference to 

this other foancient, whereforne thinke they gratihie both heaven and earth by killin 
maflacring themfelves, which wasuniverfally embraced inall religions. Evenin our fathers 
ace: Amurath atthe taking of Jfhmxs,factificed fix hundred young Grecians to his fathers 
foule :to theend their bloud might ferve as a propitiation to expiate the finnes of the decca- 
fed. And inthe new countries difcovered in our daies yet uncotrupted, and virgins, inre= 
gard of ours, it is 2 cuftome well nigh received éveric where, AU their idolles are {prinkled 
with humane bloud not without divers examples of horrible cruelrie. Some are burnt alive, 
and halfe roafted drawne from the fire, that fo they may pull out their hearts and entrails ; 
otherfome, yea women are fleade quicke,and with their yct-bleeding skins, they inveft and. 
cever others. And vo leffe of examples of conftant refolution, For thefe wretched facrifia- 
ble people, old men, women and children, fome daies before, goe themfel ves begging their 
almes,for the offering of their facrifice,and all of full glee,finging,and dancing with the re(t, 
they prefent themfelves to the flaughter. The Ambafladours of the Kings of Mexice, in 
declaring and magnifying the greatnefle of their Matter to Fernando Cortez, after they had 
told him,chat he had thirtie vaffals, whereofeach one was able to leviea hundred thoufand 
combatants, and that he had his refidence in the faireft and ftrongeft Citie under heaven, 
added moreover, that he had fiftie thoufand to facrifice forevery yeare: verily fome affirme 
that they maintaine continual warres with certaine mightieneighbouring Nations, not fo 
much forthe exercife and training of their youth, asthat they may have ftore of prifoners 
taken in warte to {upply their facrifices. In another province, to welcome the faid Gortezs 
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they facrificed fiftie men at one clap. I will tell this one {torie more : Someof thofe people 
having beene beaten by him, fentto know him,and to intreathim of friendthip. The a veflen- 
gers prefented him with three kinds of prefents, in this manner : Lord,ifthou bea fierce God, 
thatloveftro feed on fle and bloud,here are five flaves,eatthem,avd we will bring thee more: 
if thon bea gently mild God, here is incenfe and feathers; but if thou be a man, take thefe 
birds and frusts, that herewe prefent and offer unto thee. 
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‘& T whattime King Pirrhas came into Iralie,after he had furvaid the imarfhalling ofthe 
A Armie, whichthe Romans fent againfthim : J wepnop,faid he; what barbarous men 
thefe are (for fo were the Gracians wontto callall ftrange nations) byt the ds{po/ition of this 
Ar mie, which I [ee,is nothing barbarous.So faid the Grzcians of that which Flaminine fent 
intotheircountrie : And Philip viewing froma Towerthe order and diftribution of che 
Romane camp, in his kingdome under Publius Sxlpitius Galba, Loe howaman oughtto 
take heed, left heover-weeningly follow vulgar opinions, which fhould be meafured b 
the rule of reafon,and not by the common report. I have had long time dwelling with me a 
man,who forthef{pace often ortwelve y cares had dwelein that other world, which in our 
age was lately difcovered in thofe parts where Veg aignon firft landed and furnamed e4x- 
tartike France. Thisdifcoveric of {o infinit and vaft a countrie, feemeth worthy great con. 
fideration.I wot not whether I can warrant my felfe,that fome other be nardifcovered hete- 
after, fithence fo many worthy men, and better learned than we are,haye fo many ages beene 
deceived in this.I feare me our eies be greater than our bellies,and that we have more curio= 
fitie chan capacitie.We embraceall, but wefaften nothing but wind, P/ato maketh Se/oxzto 
report, that he had learn’t of the Priefts ofthe citic of Saysin cEgypt, that whilom, and be- 
forethe generall Deluge, there was a great Iland called sAt/anras, fituated atthe mouth of 
the ftrait of Gibraltar, which contained more firme land than Affrike and Afa together, 
Arid chat the Kings ofthat countrie, who did not only pofleffe that Iland, but had is farre 
catred into the maine land that of the bredth of e-4ffrske, they held as farre as eEigype; and 
of. Exropeslength, as farre as Ta {canie : and that they undertooke to inyade A fia, and to 
fubdue all thenationsthat compaflethe Mediterranean Sea, to the gulfe of. Mare-Mag- 
giore,and to that end they traverfed all Spaine, France and Italie, fo farre as Greece, where 
the Athenians made head againft them; but that a whileafter, boththe Athenians then:- 
felves,and that great land, were {wallowed up by the Deluge. It is verie likely this extreme 
ruine of waters wrought {trange alterations in the habitations of the earth: as fome hold 
thatthe Sea hath divided Sictlie from Lralse, 
Hac loca vi quondam,& vafta convul{arsina 
Diffiluiffe fernne, coms protinus utraque tellus 
Vnaforet. ; 
Men fay,fometimes this land by thatforfaken, 
And that by this, were fplit,and ruine-fhaken, 
Whereastill then both landsas one weretaken, 
Cypres from Soria the land of Negreponte from the maine land of Beotia,and in other pla- 
ces joyned lands that were fundred by the Sea, filling with mud and fand thechanelsbe- 
tweenethem, 
rerili (que din palus aprague rensis 
Vicinas urbes alit,G grave fentit aratram. 
The fenne long barren,to be row’d in, now 
Both feeds the neighbour townes,and feeles the plow, 
But there isno great apparence, the faid Jland fhould be the new world we haye lately 
difcovered ; for,it well-nightouched Spaine, and it were anincredible effe& of inundation, 
ts 
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fuddein inundations, whereof we now treat.thecaufes. In Mfctlec a , my 
brotherthe Lord of Arfacke,may fee'atowne of his buried. under the £ a which oh Séa 
cafteth 1 up before ic: The tops of fome buildings ate yetto “te dilcerned. “His Rents and 
Demaities have beene changed into barren paftures.. The inhabitants (thereabouts affirme, 
chains eeepc the Seaencrocheth fo much upon chem, thac they Haye loft foure 
cag resafarn sd: Thele fands are her foresrunners, And we fee great hillocksof graq 
¥ell moving, whic ae halfe a leaguebeforeir, and ufurp ithe Sree The other 
teftimonie ofa iiquitie,to WW hich forne willveferre this difcoverie, is in e47ifforle Gfatleatt 
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time, t great Fertil land ally veplenifhed with good]; 

watred with great an id deeperiy ers,farrediftant from al laridjand that both t 

allured by the goodnes a .d fertility < of the foile; went thither with their wives,children,and 
he ift 14 OE ATP sant ; La 4 snd (errler 5 ~The Ff Dae Tre 1 
10ufhold, and there began to: inhabit ana fettietnemicive s. The Lords of.Cay aioe eing 
theif countrie by little and littleto be di fpeopled, madea law and e inhibition, that 


upon painc of death no more meu fhould goe hither, and banifhe: hat were gone thi- 
ther to dwell, fearing ( as they f aid) that ji fuaced -oftime, th ae wouldi{o multiply as they 
might one day fupplant them and.overthrow rheir owne eltat e. This narration of Ariffotle 
hath no reference uatoourhew found countries. This fervant Uhad,wasadinple and srough= 
hewen fellow; acondition fit to yecld a true teftitnonic. For, fubdle people may indeed 
marke more curioufly, and obfervethings more exactly, but they am life and epee, a 
and the better fo perf iy atid maketheirinterpretations of moye validitie, they capnot 
chufe-butfomew! er the ftor ‘ie. They sever reprelcat things ttuly, but :fhionand 
maske them according tothevi vt] 
ment,and draw you onto beleeve ; 
lizethe matter. Wherein is required either amoft fiticere Rep 
he may have no invention to build upon, and pie icles unte 
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port, hath many times fhewed a= Mariners, and Merchants, whom hee had knowne 

imthat voyage.Soam Ipl leafed with his informa sitagies : never enquire what Cofmooras 
i Do 


phersfay of it ih ha need of Topogtaphersto make us pasticalarnarrations of the places 
theydiavebeenein..For fome of them, jifth ee ataneact uge of us, that they havefeene 


Paleftine, S alhatioane a privilege, to tellus newes of all the world befides, I would 
haye everie manwaite what-he knowcs, and BOMOLe: Pp ot only jn that, but in all other flibe 
edts, *Foron may have pe fyer, and expericice 


rticular knowledge of -the nature of one ri j 
a the qualit ie ofOne fountaine, that in orher things knowes no more than another man: 
whe nevertheleflé.to publi! h this little ica utling, will undertake to write of all the Phy- 
fickes::Friony Which vice procced divers great inconveniences, Now (\to,returneto my put- 
pole) I finde (as farceas Lhavebe eae informed) thereisnothing in. thar nation, thatis.cither 
Rsleecckan et lavage, unleflemen call that barbarif ifme whigliis not commento = ie As ine 
deed we haveno ‘other ayme Sect al reajou, than the example and Idea of the opi- 
hionsand <a of che coptric we live-in; SE ac '¢ is ever pertect religion, peri ect policie, 
perfectand compleat ufeof allthings.. They, are;even fayage, as .weecallthote fruits wilde, 
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which nature of her felfe, and of her ordinarieprogrefle hath produced : whereas indeed, 
theyare thofe which our {elves havealtered by our artificiall devices, and diverted from 
their¢ommon order, we fliould rather terme favage. Inthofe are the true and moft profi- 
table vertues, and naturall properties moit lively and vigorous, which in thefe we haye ba- 
ftardized, applying them tothe pleafire of our corrupted tafle. And ifnotwithftanding, in 
divers fruits of thofe countries that were never tilled, we fhall finde, that in refpeét of ours 
they are moft excellent, and as delicate unto ourtafte; there isno reafon, art fhould gaine 
the point of honour of our great and puiffant mother Nature, We havefo much by ourin- 
ventions furcharged the beauties and riches of her workes, that we have altogether over- 
choaked her: yet where ever her puritie fhineth, fhe makes our vaine and frivolous enter- 
prifes wonderfully afhamed. 

Es veninunt hedera fponte {ua melins, 

Surgit & in folis formofior arbutus antris, 

Et volucres nulla dulcius arte canunt. 

Ivies {pring better of their owne accord, 

Unhahited plots much fairer trees afford. 

Birds by no art much fweeter notes record. 

All our endevour or wit, cannot fo muchas reach to represent the neft of the leaft bird- 
let, it’s contexture,beautie, profit and ufe,no nor the web of afcely {pider. Al shings ( faith 
Plato) are produced, either by mature, by fortane,or by art. The greateft and faireft by one or 
other of the two firft.the leaft and imperfett by the laff. Thofenations feeme therefore fo bar- 
barousuntome,becaufe they have received very little fafhion from humane wit,and are yet 
neere their originall naturalitie. The lawes of nature doe yet command them, which are but 
little baftardized by ours,And that with fuch puritie, as I am fometimes grieved the know- 
ledoc of it came no fooncr to light, at what time there were men, that better than wecould 
have judgcd of it. 1 am forie, Lycurgus and Plato had it not : for mefeemeth that what in 
thofe nations we fee by experience, doth not only exceed all the pigtures wherewith licen- 
tious Poefie hath proudly imbellifhed the golden age, and all her quaint inventions to faine 
ahappy condition ofman,but alfothe conceptionand defire of Philofophy. They could not 
imagine a genuitiefo pureand fimple, as we fee it by experience; nor ever beleeve our fo- 
cietie might be maintained with fo little artand humane combination. It isanation, would 
Janfwer P/aro, that hath no kinde of traffike, no knawledge of Letters, no intelligence of 
numbers,no name of magiftrate, nor of politike fuperioritie; no ufe of fervice, of riches or 
of poyertie; no contracts,no fucceffions,no partitions,no occupation butidle ; norefpeét of 
kinred,but common,no apparell but naturall no manuring of lands,noufe of wine,corne,or 
mettle. The very words that import lying, falfhood,treafon,diffimulations, coyetoufaes,en- 
vie,detraction, and pardon, were never an ofamongft them. How diflonant would hee 
finde hisimaginarie common-wealth from this perfection? 

Hos natura medos primi dedit. 
Nature at firft uprife, 
Thefe manners did devife. 

Furthermore,they live in a country of fo exceeding pleafant and temperate fituation,that 
as my te{timonies have told me, itis verierare to fec a ficke body amongft them ; and the 
have further affured me,they never faw any man there,either fhaking with ip Se gecesi 
lefle, witheies dropping, or crooked and {tooping through age. They are feated alongft 
the fea-coaft, encompatled toward the land with huge and fteepie mountaines, having be- 
tweene both, a hundred leagues orthereabout of open and champaine ground. They have 
great abundance of fifh and ficth, that have no refemblanceat all with ours, and eat them 
without any fawces, or skill of Cookerie, but plaine boiled or broiled. The firft man that 
brought a horfe thither,although he had in many other voyages converfed with them, bred 
fo great a horror inthe land, thatbefore they could take notice of him, they flew him with 
atrowes. Their buildings are very long, and ableto containetwo or three hundred foules, 
covered with barkes of ereattrees, faftned inthe ground at one end, enterlaced and joyned 
clofe together by thetops, after the manner of fome of our Granges ; the covering where. 
of hangs downe to the ground, and fteadeth them as a flancke. They have a kinde of wood 
fo hard that ryving & cleaving'the fame, they make blades, fwords,and grid-irons to broile 
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their meat with; Their bedsare of a kinde of cottencloth, faftned to the houfe-roofe; as 


our fhip-cabbanes : everic one hath his feverali cowch ; forthe women lie from their huf- 


bands, They rife with the Sunne,and feed for allday,asfoone as theyare up : and makeno 
more meales after thats They drinke not at meat, as Suidas reporteth of Lome other people 
of the Eaft,which dranke after meales,but drioke many times a day, and are much given to 
pledge carowles, Their drinke is made of a certaine root, and of the colour of our Claret 
wines, which lafteth but two orthree daics; they drinke it warme: Ir hath fomewhat a 
fharpe ta(te, wholfome for the ttomack,nothing heady, but laxative for fuchas are not ufed 
unto it, yet veric pleafing tofuchas are accuftomed unto it.In ftead of bread, they ufe a cer- 
raine white compofition, like unto Corianders confeéted,I haye eaten fome,thetafte wherof 
js fomewhat {weet and wallowifh. They {pend the whole day in dancing, Their young 
men goe a hunting after wilde beaits with bowes and arrowes. Their women bufie them- 
felvestherewhil’t with warming of their drinke,which istheir chiefeft office.Some of their 
old men, in the morning before they goe to cating, preach in common to all the houfhold, 
walking from one end of the houfe'to the other, repeating one felfe-fame fentence many 
times,till he have ended his turne (for their buildings are a hundred paces in length)he com- 
mends but ewo things unto his auditoric, F ir(t,valony againft their enemies,then lovingneffe 
unto theirwives.A hcy never mifle ( for their reftraint) to put men in minde of this dutie,that 
it is their wives which keepe their drinke luke-warme and well-feafoned. The forme of 
their beds, cords, fwords, blades, and woodden bracelets, wherewiththey cover cheit 
hand wrifts, when they fight, and great Canes open at one end by the fourid of which they 
keepe timeand cadence in their dancing, are in many placesto be feene,and namely inmine 
ownchoufe. They are fhaven all over, much more clofe and cleaner than wee are, with no 
other Razors than of wood or ftones They beleeve their foulesto be eternall,and thofe that 
have deferved well of their Gods,to be placed in that part of heaven where the Sunne rifeth, 
and the curfed toward the Weft in oppofition. They have certaine Prophets and Prietts, 
which commonly abide in the mountaines, and yery feldome fhew themfelyes unto the peo- 
ple ; but when they come downe, there is a great feaft prepared, and a folemneaflembly of 
manietownelhips together (each Grangeas I have defcribed maketh a village, and they are 
about a French league one from another. ) The Prophet {peakes to the people in publike, 
exhorting chem to embrace vertue, and follow their dutie, All their morall difcipline con- 
taineth but thefetwo articles; firft anundifmaied refolution to warre, then an inviolable 
affeétionte their wives, Hee dothalfo Prognofticate of things to come, and what {ucceffe 
they fhall hope for in their enterprifes: hee either perfwadeth or diflwadeth them from 
warre; but if he chance to miffe of hisdivination, and that it fuceeed otherwife than hee 
foretold them, ifhec be taken, he is hewen in a thoufand peeces, and condemned for a falfe 
Prophet.And therefore ie that hath once mifreckoned himfelfe is never feeneagaine. Divi- 
nation isthe gift ofGod; the abufing whereof fhould be a punifhable impofture, When 
the Divines amoneft the Scythians had foretold anuntruth, they were couched along upon 
hurdles full ofheath or brufhwood, drawne by oxen, and fo manicled hand and foot, bur- 
nedtodeath. Thofe which manage matters fubject to the conduc of mans fufficiencie, are 
excufable,although they fhew the utmoft of their skill. But thofe that gulland conicatch us 
with the aflurance of an extraordinarie facultie,and whichis beyond our knowledge,ought 
to be double punifhed ; firft becaufe they performenotthe effect of their promife, then for 
the rafhneffe oftheir impoftureand unadvifednefle of cheir fraud. They warreagainft thena- 
tions, that lie beyond their mouintaines, to which they go naked, havingno other weapons 
chan bowes, or woodden {words, fharpeat one end,as our broachesare, Itis an admirable 
thine to fee the conftant refolution of their combats, which neverend but by effufionof 
bloud and murther : for they know not what feare or rowts are, Every Viétor brings home 
the head of theenemie he hath flaine as a Trophey of his victoric, and faftneththefameat 
the entrance of hisdwelling place, After they haye long time ufed and entreated their pri- 
foners well,and withall. commodities they can devife, he that is the Mafter ofthem; fom= 
moning a great aflembly of his acquaintance; tieth acordeto one of the prifaners armes,by 
the end whereof he holds him fatt, with foc diftaace from him, for feare he might offend 
him,and giveth the other arme,bound in like manner,tothe deareftfriend he hath,and both 
in the prefenceof all che a@embly kill him with {words:which done,they roaft,and thea i 
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him in common, and fend fome flices of himo fuch of their friendsas are abfent, It is nor 
as fome imagine,to nourifh themfelves with it,(as anciently the Scichians.wont to doe,) but 
toreprefent an extreme,and inexpiable revenge. Which we prove thus;; { ome of them petcei- 
ving the Portugales, whohad confederated themfelves with their adyerfaries,toufe another 
kinde of death, when they tookethem prifoners ; which was; toburiethem up to the mids 
dle,and againft the upper part of the body to ihoot arrowes, and then being almoft dead, 
to hang them up ; they fuppofed , that thele people of the other world (asthey who had 
fowed the knowledge of many vices amongft their neighbours, and weremuch morecun- 
ning in all kindes of evils and mifchiefe thanthey ) under-tookenor this mannef of revehige 
without caufe,and that confequently it was morefmartfull,and cruell chan theirs;and there- 
upon began to leavetheir old fafhion to followthis. Iain not forie wenote the barbarous 
horror of fuchan action,but grieved,that prying fo narrowly-intotheir faults we arefo blin- 
ded in ours. I thinke there is more barbarifme in eating menalive, than tofeed upon chem 
being dead ; to mangle by tortures and torments body full of livelyfenfe,: to roatthimin 
peeces, to make dogges and fwincto gnaw and tearehim inmammockes (as wee have not 
only read,but feene very Jately,yea and in our ownememoris,not amone ft ancient enemies, 
butour neighboursand fellow- citizens ; and which is worfe, under pretence of pictie and 
rcligion)than to roaft and eat him after he is dead. Chry fips and Zeno, archepillers of the 
Stoicke fect have {uppofed that it was no hurt at all,in time of need,and to whatend foever, 
tomake ufe of our carrion bodies,and to feed upon them, as did our forefathers, who being 
befieged by Cefarinthe Citie of Alexia, refolved to fultaine the famine of the fiege, with 
the bodies of old men, women,and other perfons unferviceable and unfitto f ght. 

Vafcones (famaest) alimentis talibusuft 

Produxere animas. 

Gafcoynes (as fame reports ) 

Liv’d with meats of fich forts. 

And Phyfitians fearenot, in all kindes of compofitionsavailefullto our health, tomake 
ufe of it, be it for outward or inward applications : But there was never any opjnion found 
founnacurall andimmodelt,that would excufe treafon, treacl erie, difloyalcie,cyranniec, cru. 
eltie, and {uch like; which are our ordinarie faules, Wemay.the:well cail them barbarous, 
insegard of reafonsrules, but not in refpeét of'us that exceed them in-all kinde‘of barba.. 
tific. .Their warres arenobleand generous, and haye asmuch excufe and beautie, asthis 
humane infirmitie may admit: they ayméatnought fo much, and haye no other founda- 
tionamongftthem, bur the meercjeloufie of yertue. They contend not for the gaining of 
new. lands; fortothisday they yetenjoy that naturall wbertie and fruitfulnet{e; which 
without labouring toyie,dothinfuch plenteous abundance furnifh them:with all neceflary 
thirigs, that they need not enlarge their limits, They are'yevin thar tiappy eftate, as they 
defite no more, than whattheir naturall neceffitiesdireét chem: whatfoever is beyond it, is 
tothemiiperfluous.. Thofethar aremmuch about one age, «doe generally enter-call one an- 
other brethren,and fuch as are younger, theycall childrenyand the agecare eftecmed as fa- 
thers to all rhexeft.: Thefe leavethis full pofieflion of goodsin common, and without di- 
viftonto their heires, without other claime or title, ‘bur that which nature doch plainely 
impart unto all creatures, even as thee brings them into:the world: If their neighbours 
chance tocome over the mountainies to -aflaile or invade them, and that they get the vi@torie 
overthem, the Victors conqueft is: glorie, and the advantage to be and remaine fupetior 
in-valourand.vertue’: elfe have they nothing to doe with the goods and fpoyles of the van- 
quifhed ,-and foircturne intotheir countrie; where they neither want any neceflarie thing, 
nordacke this great:portion, to knowihow'to cn joy their condition happily, and arecon- 
tented: with whatnatureaffoordeth them. $o doethefe when theirturne commeth; Th 
require no othetranfome of their prifonersy:but an acknowledgement -and confeffion that 
they are vanquifheds “And inca whol¢ age, man fhall not finde one, that doth ot rather 
embrace death, than either by.word or countenance remiflely to yceld one jot ofan invin- 
ciblecourages) There is‘none feene that wouldnot rather be flaine and devoured, tharr fie 
for lifeyor'fhew any feate : Theyuferheir prifoners with all libertie, that they'may fo much 
the siore hold their lives deare-and precious; and commonly eitertaine thém with threats 
of facie death,’ wich the torments they fhall endure, with the Preparations intended for 
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that purpole, with mangling and flicing oftheir members, and with the fea(t chat fhall be 


kept at their charge, All which is done,to wre(t fome remitle, and exadt fome fain: -yeelding 
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foeech of fubmiffion from them, or to poflefie them with a defire toefeape oc run away. 
f ; 
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y point. 


that fo they may have the advantage to have danted and made then 
ced their conftancie.For certainly true vistorie confi(teth in that onl 
——— Vitoria nulla eft 
Onam que covfelfos animo quog te [ub jugat hoftes, 
No conquett fuch, as to fuppretic 
Foes hearts,the conquelt to confefle, 

The Hungarians, a moft warre-like nation, were whilome wont to purfie cheir pre y 
no longerthan they had forced their enemic'to yeeld unco their mercie, For, having wre- 
fted this confeffion from him, they fet him at libertie without offence or tranfome, except 
it wereto make him f{weare,\ never after to beare armes again{t them, Wee eet many ad 
vantages of our enemies, that are but borrowed and notoins : Ic isthe qualitie of porter- 
ly-raicall,and not of vertue, to have ftronger armes, and ftardier legs : Difpofition isa dead 
and corporall qualitic, Itisa tricke of fortune to make our enemie (toope, and to bleare his 
eies with the Sunnes-light: Icisa pranke of skill and kno wledge to be ctinuing in the art 
offencing, and which may happen untoa bafe and worthlefle man. The reputation and 
worth of a manconki{teth in his heart and will: therein confifts true honour : Conftancie 
is valour, not of armesaad legs, but of minde and courage ? it confiftech not in the {pirit 
and courage of ourhorfe, nor ofour armes, but in ours. Hethat obftinately faileth in his 
courage, Sifucciderit,de gens pugnat,l He 


fhee flup or fall,he fights upon bis knee.He 


j that in dan- 
ger of imminentdeath,is no whit danted in his aflurednetle; he chat in yeelding up his ghoft 
beholding his enemie with afcornefull and fierce looke,he is vanquifhed, not by us, butby 
fortune : heis flaine, but notconquered. The moft valiant,are often themoft unfortunate 
So are there triumphant loffes in envie of victories, Not thofe fourefifter victories, the fai- 
reft that everthe Sunne beheld with hisall-feeing cie, of Salamis, of Platee, of Migale, 
and of Sicilia, durfteverdare to oppofe all their glorie together, to the glorie of the King 
Leonidas his difcomfiture and of hismen,atthe paflage of Thermsopyle: what man did ever 
run with fo glorious an envie, or more ambitious defire tothe goale of acombat, than 
Captaine [/chelasto an evident loffeand overthrow ? who fo ingenioufly or more politike. 
ly dia everaflure himfclfe of his welfare,than he of his ruine ? He wasappointed to defend 
a certaine paflage of Peloponefis againtt the Arcadians, which finding himfelfe altogether 
unable to performe, fecing thenature of the place, and inequalitie of the forces, and refol. 
ving,that whatfoever fhould prefentit felfe unto his enemie, mult neceffarily be utterly de 
feated : On the other fide, deeming it unworthy both his vertue and magnanimitie, and 
the Lacedemonian name, to faile or faint in his charge, betweene thefe two extremities he 
refolved upon a meaneand indifferent courfe, which wasthis. The youngelt and beft dif. 
poled of histroupe, he referved forthe fervice and defence of theircountrie, to which hee 
fent thembacke; and with thofe whofe lofle was leaft, and who might bett be {pared hee 
determined to maintaine that paflage, and bytheirdeath to force theenemic, to purchafe 
the entrance of it as deareas poffibly he could ; as indeed it followed. For being fuddenl 
environed round by the Arcadians : After agxeat flaughter made of them, both himfelfe 
and all his were put toche {word.Is any Trophey affigned for conquerours,that is not more 
duly due unto thefe conquered ?.A trueconquelt refpeteth rather an undanted refolution, 
and honourableend, than a faire e{cape, and the honour of vertue doth more conGift in 
combating thar in bearing, , But to returne to our hiftorie, thefe prifoners, howfoever they 
are dealt withall, are fo farre from yeelding, that contrariwife during two or three moneths 
thattheyarekept, they ever carry a cheerefullcountenace, aud urge their keepers to ha- 
ften their triall,they outragioufly defic,and injurethem. They upbraid them with theitcos 
wardlinefle, and withthe number of battels, they haye loft againe theirs, [havea fong 
made by a prifoner, wherein is thisclaufe, Let them boldly come altogether, and flocke in 
multitudes, tofeed onhim ; for with him they fhall feed upon their fathers, and grand- 
fathers, that heretofore have ferved his body for food and nourifhment : Thefe mufcles, 
(faith he) this fieth, and thefe veines, are yourowne ; fondimenas youare, know younot 
thatthe fubftance of your forefathers limbesis yettied unto ours? Tafte chem well, 5 in 
them 
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them fhall you finde the relith of your owne ficth : An invention,thae hath no fhew of bar- 
barilme, Thofe that paint them dying, and that reprefent this action, when they are putto 
execution, delineate the prifoners {pitting in their executioners faces, and making mowesat 
them. Verily, fo longas breath isin their body, they never ceafe to braveand defiethem, 
bothin fpeech and countenance.Surely,in refpect of us thefe are very favage men : foreither 
they mutt be fo in good footh, or wemuft befoindeed : There'isa wondrous diftance be- 
tweene their forme and ours. Their men have many wives, and by how much more they are 
reputed valiant, fo much the greater is their number, The manner and beautie in their mar- 
riages is wondrous {trange and remarkable : For,the fame jealoufie our wives have to keepe 
usfrom the love and affection of other women, the fame havetheirs to procute it. Being 
more carefull for their husbands honour and content,than of any thing elfe: They endevour 
and apply all cheir induftrie,to have as many rivalsas pofibly, they can,forafmuch as it isa 
te(timonie of their husbands vertue. Our women would count ita wonder,but it is not fo: 
Ic is vertue properly Matrimoniall ; but of the highelt kinde. And in the Bible, Lea,Rachell, 
Surayand Iacobs wives, brought their faireft maiden fervants unto their husbands beds. And 
Livia feconded the luftfull appetites of Angaftus to her great prejudice. And Spratonica the 
wife of King Dejerarus did not only bring a mott beauteous chamber-maide, that ferved 
her,to her husbands bed, but very carefully brought up the children he begoton her,and by 
all poffible meanes aided and furthered them to fucceed in their fathers roialtic. And leaft a 
man fhould thinke,that all this is done by a fimple, and feryile, or awefull dutic unto their 
cuftome, and by the impreffion of their ancient cuftomesauthoritie, without difcourfe or 
judgement, and becaufe they are {o blockifh, and dull fpirited, thatthey cantake no other 
refolution, it isnot amifle, wee alleage fome evidence of their fufficiencic. Befides what{ 
have {aid of one of their warlike fongs,I have anether amorous canzonet, which beginneth 
in this fence :eAdder ftay.fhay good adder,that my fifter may by the patterne of thy partie-com 
loured coat drawe the fa{bton and worke of a rich lace,for me to give unto my love ; (0 may thy 
beastie, ry nimableneffe or difpofition be ever preferred before all other ferpents. The firltcou- 
plet is the burthen ofthe fong.1 am fo converfant with Poelie, that { may judge, this inven- 
tion hath no barbarifmeat all in it,butis altogether Anacreontike. Their language is a kinde 
of pleafant {peech, and hath a pleafing found, and fome affinitie with the Greeke termina- 
tions. Three of that nation, ignorant how deare the knowledge of our corruptions will one 
day coft their repofe, fecuritie, and happinefle, and how their ruine fhall proceed from this 
commerce, which I imagine is already well advanced, (miferable asthey areto have fuftered 
chemfelvesto be fo cofoned by adefire of new-fangled novelties, and to have quit the cal- 
meneffe of theirclimate, tocomeand fee ours) were at Roave in thetimeof our late King 
Charlestheninth, who talked with them a great while, They were fhewed our fafhions, 
our pompe, and the forme of a faire Citic; afterward fome demanded their advife, and 
would needs know of them what things of note and admirable they had obferved amongft 
us : they anfwered threethings, the laf of which I have forgotren, and am very forie for ic, 
the othertwoI yetremember. They faid, Firf, they found it very ftrange, thar fo many tall 
men with long beards,ftrong and well armed,as +1 were about the Kings perfon{ it is very likely 
they meant the Switzersof his guard ) would fubmitthemfelvesto obeyabeardleffi childe, 
and that we did not rather chufe one ansongit them to command the ref? Secondly (they have 
a manner of phrafe whereby they call men but a moytie one of another.) They had perceia 
ved, there were men amongst ws full gorged with all (orves of commodities, andothers which 
hanger-ftarved,and bare with need and povertie, beg ged at their gates: and found st Strange, 
thefe moyties foncedy could endure fuch an snjuftice, and that they tooke not the others by the 
throte,or fet fire oxtheir honfes. talked a good while with one of them, but I had fo bad an 
interpreter, and who did fo ill apprehend my meaning, and who through his foolifhnefle 
was fo troubled to conceive my imaginations,that J could draw no great matter from him. 
Touching that point, wherein I demanded of him, what good he received by the fuperio« 
ritic he had amongft his countriemen (for he wasa Captaine and our Matriners called him 
King)hetold me,it wasto march formoft in-any charge of warre : further,Iasked him, how 
many mendid follow him, hee fhewed mea diftance of place, to figuifie they wereas many 
2s might be contained in fo much ground, whieh I guefled tobe about 4, or 5.thoufand 
men; moreover I demanded, if whea warres wereended, all his authoriticexpired ; hean- 
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anfwered, that. hee had only chis lefc him, which was, that when he went on progrefle, ahd 
vifited the villages depending of ‘him, the inhabitants prepared paths and high-waies ath. 
wart the hedges of cheir woods,for him-to pafic through at eate. All that isnot verieill: buc 
what ofthat ?. They. weare.no kinde of breeches nor hotens 
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That aman ought foberly to meddle with judgimg of 
divine lawes. 


knowne are the true {cope of impofture, and fub ject of Legerdemaine : foraf~ 


i lings unk 
ki Gee as (trangenetie it felfe doth firft givecrédit unto matters, and not being fubject 
to our ordinarie difcourfes, they deprive us of meanes to withftand them. To this purpofe, 
{aid Plato,it is an eae. matter to pleaf:, peaking of the nature of the Gods,than of mens : For 
the Auditorsignorance lendsa faire and largecariere, and free libertie,to the handling of {¢- 
cret hidden matters. Whence it followeth,thatnothing is fo firmly beleeved,as that whicha 
inan kuowetla leaft ; nor avetheré people more aflured in theirreports, than fuch.astell us 
fables iofticarors Fortune-tellers, Palmefters, Phylitians, sd genus om= 
ne,and [uch like.TOWwni chit] durft,T would joyne arable ofmen, that are ordinas ie inters 
prcversand conte oulers of Gods fecret deffeignes, prefuming to finde out the caufes of every 
accident, and to pris into th. fecrets of Gods divine will, the incomprehenfible motives of 
his works, And howbceit, the continuall varietic and difcordance ofevents drive them from 
one cornerto another,and from Eaft to Welt they will norleave to follow their bowle, and 
with one {mall penfill drawe both white and blacke. Tiere isthis commendable obferyance 
ina certaine Indiannation, who if they chanceto be difcomfited inany-skitmith or battel, 
they publikely beg pardon of the Sunne, who ischeis God,as for an unjuft action, referrin 
their good or ill fortune to divine reafon, fubmitting their judgement and difcourfes unto it. 
It fufhifeth a Chriftian to beleeve, ‘thar all chingscome from Ged, toreceive them from his 
divine and infcrurable wifdome with thank{giving, and in what manneffoeverthcy are fent 
him,co takethem in good part.But buttery difalowa commoircultome among ft us, which 
isto ground and eftablifh our'religion upon the profperitie of our enterprifes. Our beleete 
hath orher fufficient foundations,and need. not btaathorized by évents;For the people accu- 
ftoned-to thefe plaufible arguments, and agrecing with histalte, whenevents fort contrarié 
and difadvantageous tothe expectatian, theyatein hazard te wayer i#theiP fiirh: Asin 
the civil warres;wherin\wearenow for religions fake,th ste which pot rhe advantage, at the 
confliciof Rechelabeilles. making great joy and bone-fires ‘for that accideiit, and tiling thae 
forttine,as an affiired approbation ofitheir fagtionswhenafterward they cosicto éxcufe their 
difatter of Mone-contonr aud Jaroxc,whicharedcourges and-farherly chaftifements ifthe 
havenota people wholy-ar theinmeicy they. willeafily makebim perceive, what itis totake 
two. kinds.df core our of onefacké::and fronvone and thefane mouth to blow both hot & 
colds ic were betteritoentertaineitiwith the trae foundationsof veritic. lewas anorable Sea. 
battel,-vehich. waslately gained,again{t the Turkes, undertheconduct of Don Iohn of Ap- 
frie But it hath pleased God to makeusat other tunes borhfee.andfeele other fuch, to out 
nofmalllofe and.decriment,  Do,conchide,itisno cafe matterto reduce divinethings unto 
our ballance,foithey; fu fer no impeachment»: \Ahdshe that woald yeeld'a veafon; why 4r- 
vius and Leo bis Pope, chicfe Principals, and mainefupporters of this herefte, died both at 
feverall tines offotemblable and fo {trange deaths(for being forced throughia vidlent bel- 
lysachto goe fromrheitdifputatians to their clofe-ftoole,- bork fuddenly yeelded: up theit 
ghoftson them )-,aiid exaggerate that. divine vengeasce by theicineumf{tance of the place, 
migbrialfo adde tlic deathot Hehogabales unroiit, who likewifewas flaineupon a privie, Buc 
whatrIreneus is found to. be engaged. like fortune : Gods intent being to teach us thatthe 
good have fome thitig elf to hope for,and che wicked fomewhavelfe to feare,thanthe good 
or 
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or bad fortune of this world: He tanageth and applieth ‘them accorditie to his fecret dif- 
pofition : and depriveth usof themeanes, thereby foolifhly to make ouit profit. And thofe, 
that according to humane reafon will thereby prevaile,doebut mockethemfelves. They ne- 
ver give onc touch of it, that they receive not two for it. S. Anguftine giveth anotabletriall 
of it upon his adverfaries, It is a confliét,uo more decided by thearmes ofmemorie, than by 
the weapons of reafon. A man fhould be fatisfied with the light, which it pleafeth the Sunne 
tocommunicatc unto us by vertue of his beames ; and hethat fhall lift up his eiesto take a 
greater within his bedy, let him uot thinkeit ftrange, if fora reward of his over-weening 
and arrogancie he lofeth his fight. Quis hominum poteft {esre confilium Dei? aut quis pote- 


¢ Wit cogitare,quid velit dominus ? Whe amongst men can know Gods conn{ellyor who canthinke 


what Godwilldoe? 


Cuae. XXXII. 


To avoid rvoluptuoufneffein regard of life. 


I Have noted the greateft part of ancient opinions toagtcc in this: That when ovr life af- 
fords more evill than good, it 3s thentime to dig: andto preferve our life toour torment and 
intowmmsoditie,ts to burre and fbocke the very rules of wature : as fay the old.rules, 

ii ccavaaws, 4 Supely tuddurdyae. 

Orlive without diftreffe, 

Or die with happineffe, 

Kayav Sviicxed cig vCeey 10 Civ gfper. 

T’is good forthem to die, 

Whom life brings infamie. 

Kpdiosor ro pu Ciiv Scav, i City wOatws, 

Tis better not to live, 

Than wretchedly.not thrive, 

But te drive offthe contemptof death tofich a degree,as to imploy it to diftract and re- 
move himfelfe from honours, riches,greatnetle,and other gonds and favours, which weecall 
the goods of fortune: as if reafon had not enough todoe,toperfwade usito forgee and leave 
them, without adding thisnew furchargeaunto it, I had neither feenethe fame commanded 
nor praétifeduntill flich time.as‘one place of Seneca came tomy hands,wherein counfelling 
Lucilins (a man mighti¢e and in great authoritie about the Emperour) to change this volup- 
tuous and pompousiife,and to withdraw himéelfe from thisambition of the world,to fome 
folitarie, quiet and philofophicall life : about which Lucstine alleaced fome difficulties : 
My advice ss (faith he.) that either thou leave and quit that life, or thy life altogether : But 
T perfwade thee tofollow the gentler way, and rather to wutie than breake what thou haft fo ih 

pit: alwates providedthou breake it, tf thax canft not otherwife untie the fume? There is no 
man fo bafe minded, that lovethinot rather to fall once, thameverto remaine in feare of fal- 
ling,J fhould have deemed this:counfell agreeing with the Stoickes rudenes: Butitisimore 
ftrange it hould heborrowedof. Epicarns, who to that purpofe wricechithisconfonant unto 
Idomenens, Yetthinke Ito have noted fome fich like thing among{t ouirowne people, bue 
with Chriltian moderation.Saint Hilarie Bithop of Postsers,a famous enemie of the Arvian 
herefic, being in Syria, was advertifed that Abra his only daughter whom hee had. left ax 
home with hersmother; was by the greateftLords of tle countrie folivived and fued unto 
for marriage,asia damofell very well! rought upsfaire,rich, and in’ the primeof her age she 
writ unto her (as we fee) thatfhe fhould remove her affe@tions, from all the pleafures and 
adyantages might beprefented herécfor, imbis voyace he had found a greater and worthier 
match or husbandiof far higher power andmagnificerice, who fhould prefent and endow 
her with,roabes and jewels of unvaluable price. His purpote was to rnake herlofe the ap- 
petite and ufeaf worldly pleafires,and wholly to wed her untoGod: To which, deeming 


© hisdaughtersdeath,che fhorteft and moftaflured way, hemeverceafed by yowes, prayers, 
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and orifons, humbly to befeech God to take her out of this. werld,and to call lier to hismet- 
cie,as it cameto pafle; for fhe deceafed foone after his returne : whereof he fhewed mani- 
feft tokens of fingular oladnefle, This man feemeth to endeere himlelfe above others, in thac 
at fitttfight he addreflech him(elfeto thismeane, which they never embrace but fubfidiari- 
ly,and fithence it istowards his only daughter. But I will omitthe fucceffe of tnis {torie,al- 
though it be not tomy purpole.. Saint Hilaries wife, having underfteod by him, how her 
daushters death Succeeded with his intent and will, and how much more happy it wasfor 
her tobe diflodged from outthis world than ftill to abide therein,conceived fo lively an ap- 
prehenfion ofthe cternall and-heayenly bleflednefle, that with importunate inftancic fhe fo- 
licited her husband, to doe as much for her. And God, at their carneft entreati¢; and joynt- 
common prayers, having foone after taken her, unto himfelfe : it was adeatixembraced with 
fingular and mutuall contentment to both. 


Cuarv. XXXIII. 


That fortune is oftentimes met withall in purfuit of reafon. 

He inconttancie of Fortunes diverfe wavering, is the caufe fhee fhould prefent us with 
TE oll GortsbvitagesIs there any action of juftice more manifeft thanthis? (¢/- 
Dukeof Va/entinos, having efolved to poifon Adrian Cardinall of Corzette, with whom 
Pope Alexander the fixth, his father and he wereto fup that night in Vaticane,fent certainc 
bottles ofempoyfoned wine before, and gave his Butler great charge to hayea {peciall care 
efit, The Popecomming thither before his fonne, and calling for fome drinke ; the budler 
fuppofing the Wine had beene fo carefully commended unto him for the goodneffe of ir, 
immediately prefented fome unto the Pope,who whileft he was drinking, his fonnecame in 
and never imagining his bottles had beene toucht, tooke thecup and pledged histather, fo 
thatthe Pope-died prefently ; and the fonne, after he had long time beene tormented with 
fickne@e,recovered to another worfe fortune, It fonatimes feemeth, that when we leaft-think 
on her, thee is pleafed to fport with us. The Lord of Effree,then guidonto the Lord of Vian- 
dofmse,and the Lord of Ligues, Lievtenant to the Duke of Afcor, both fervants tothe Lord 
of Founguefelles filter, albeit of contraric factions (as it hapneth among neighbouring bor- 
durers) the Lord of Ligues gotherto wife: But even upon his wedding day, and whichis 
worfe, before his going to bed, the bridegroome defiring to breake a ftaffein favour of his 
new Brideand Miftris, went outto skirmifh neere to Saint Omer, where the Lord of Effree 
being the ftronger tookc him pt ifoner,and toendeare his advantage, the Lady hex {elfe was 
faine, 


ir Borgia 


Conjugis ante coatha novi dimitterecolum, 

Quam vensens una atque alterarur{us hyems 

Nottibus in longis aviduns (uturaffer amerem, 

Her new feeres necke for’ft was fhe to forgoe, 

Ere winters onic and two returning floe, 

In long nights had ful~fil’d 

Her love fo eager wil’d. 
incourtefic, tofuc unto bim forthe deliverie of his prifoner,which he granted ; the French 
Nobilitic never refufing Ladies any kindneffe, Seemeth fhe not to bea rightartift >: Con- 
frantine the fonne of Helen founded the Empire of Conftaninople, and fo, many agesafter, 
Conftantine the fonne of He/ew ended the fame, She is fometimes pleafed to. cnvie ourmira- 
cles:wehold an opinion, that King Clovis befieging Angowlefme, the wals by adivine fa- 
vourfell of themfelves. And Bouchet borroweth of fome author, that King Robert belea- 
gring a Citic, and having fecretly ftolue away from the fiegeto Orleans, there to folemnize 
the feaftsof Saint Arguax, ashe was in hisearneft devotion, upona certaine paflage ofthe 
Matffe,the walles ofthe tewnc befieged without any batterie, fell fat to the ground, She did 
altogether contrarie in our warres of AMillane : For, Captaine Renfe, deleagring the Citie of 
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Eronnaforus,and having caufed a forcible mine to be wrought under a greatcurtine of the 
walles, by force whercot, it being violently flowne up from out the ground, did notwith- 
fianding, whole and unbroken; fall {o right into his foundation againe, that the befieged 
found no inconvenience atall by it. She fometimes playeth thePhyfitian, Lzfon Phereus 
being utterly forfaken ofall Phyfitians, by reafon ofan impoftume he had in his breaft, and 
defitous to be rid of it,though it were by deathjas one of theforlorne hope,rutht into a bat- 
tel among ft the thickett throng of his enemies, where he was fo rightly wounded acroffethe 
body,that his impoftume brake, and he was cured. Did fheenot excecd the Paintet Proto- 
genes the skill of his trade >. who having perfected the image of'a wearie and panting 
dog,and inall parts over-tired to his content,but being unable, ashe defired lively to repre- 
fent the drivel or {laver of his mouth, vexed againft his owne worke, took his fpunge, and 
moift as it was with divers colours, threw it at che picture, with purpofe ro blot and deface 
all hee had done: fortune did fo fitly and rightly carrie the fame toward the dogs chaps, 
that thereit perfectly finifhed, what his art could never attaine unto, Doth fhe not fome- 
timesaddreile and correct our counfels ? //zbeH Queene of England, being torepafle from 
Zeland ivto her Kingdome with an armi¢, in favour of her fonne again(t her husband, had 
utterly beene caft away, had fhe comeunto the Port intended, being there expedted by her 
enemies; But fortune againtt her will,brought her to another place,where thee fafely lan- 
ded. And thatancient fellow, who hurling a {tone ata dog miift him, and therewithall hit 
and flew his {tepdame,had fhe not reafon to pronounce this yerfe, 

Tonriuamp iuar xg nrio Benes’). 

Chance of it felfe, than wee, 

Doth better fay and fee? 

Fortune hath better advice than wee. Icetes had pradtifed and fuborned two fouldiersto 
Kill Timoleon,then refiding at Adrane in Sicily, They appointed'a time to doe,as he fhould 
beaffifting at fome facrifice ; and {catering themfel ves among ft the multitude,as they were 
Winking one upon another, to fhew how they had a verie fit opportunitie to doe the deed: 
Lochereathird man, that with ahuge blow ofa {word (triketh one of them over the head 
and fels him dead to the ground and fo runs away. His fellow fuppofing himfelfe difeove- 
red and undone, runstothe altar, {uing for fanétuarie, with promife to confeflé thetruth 
Even as he was declaring the confpiracie behold the third man; who had likewife beeneta= 
ken, whom as amurtherer the people tugged and haled througli the throng toward Timea 
/een and the chiefett of theaflembly, where he humb! y calleth for mercy, alleaging thathe 
‘had jufly murthered the murtherer of his father, whom his good chance wasto finde there; 
averring by good witncfles, before them all,that inthe Citie of the Leontines, his father had 
beene proditorioufly {laine by him, on whom he had now revenged himfelfe. In meede 
whereof, becaufe he had beene fo fortunate (in feeking to right his fathers untimely death 
tofaye the common father of the Sicilians from fo imminent a danger, -hehad ten Attike 
mines awarded him, This fortune in her direétions exceedeth all the rules of humane wife 
dome. Burto conclude, is not an exprefle application of her favour,goodneile,and fingular 
pictic manifeltly difcovered in this ation ? Zgatins the Father and the Sonne, both bani- 
fhed by profcription by the Triumvirs of Reme,vcfolved on this generous act,to yeeld their 
lives one into anothers hands,and thereby fruftratethe Tyrants cruelty. They furiouf] y with 
their keene rapiers drawne, ran one again{t another : Fortune fo direéted their points, that 
each received his mortall ftroke; adding to the honour of feld-feene an amity,thatthey had 
juft fo much ftrength left them, to draw their armed and bloudy hands from out their goa- 
red. wounds, inthat plight, fo fafttoembrace, and fo hard to clafpe one another, thatthe 
hangmen were forced,at one ftroke, and together,to cutoff both their heads ; leaving their 
bediesfor ever tied in fo honourablea knot,and their wounds fo joyned,that they lovingly 
drew and fuckt each others bloud, breath, and life. 
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¥ whilomé-father, a maa who had tio’helpe but from experietice, and his ownena- 
M cure,yet of an unfported judgement, hath heretofore told me, that he much defiredta 
bring inthis cuftome, which is, that in all cities there fhould bea certaine appointed place, 
towhich, whofoever fhould have need of any thing, might come and caufe his bufinetls to 
be regiltred by foe officer appointed for that purpofe: As for example, ifone have pearles 
to fell,he fhould fay, feeke to fell fome pearls:and another, I feeke to buy fome pearls:Such 
a man would faine have companieto travell to’ Par ; Such a'one eaquireth for a feryant of 
this or that qualitie ; Such a onefeeketh for a Mafter; another a workman; Some this; fome 
that 5 every man as he needed, And it feemeth that this meanes of enter=warning one ano- 
ther would bring no {mall commoditie unto common commierce aud focietic ; For there are 
ever conditions thatenter-feeke one another, and becaufe they underftand not one another, 
they leavemen in great neceffitie, Iunderftand, to rhe infamous reproach of our age, that 
even inour fight, two moft excellent men in knowledge, have miferably perifhed for want 
of food and other neceflaries: Litins Gregorsns Giraldus in Italy, and Sebaftianws Caftalio 
iw Germanie : And I verily beleeve there are many theufands, who had they knowne or un 
derftood their wants, would eitherhavefent forthem, and with large ftipends entertained 
them,or would have convaid thera fccour,where ever they had beene. The world is not fo 
generally corruptedjbut Eknow fome,that would earneltly with, and with harty affections 
delire, the goods which their forefathers have lett them might, fo long as it {hall pleafe for- 
tune they may enjoy them, be emploied for the relicfe ofrare, and fupply of excellent mens 
neceffitic,and fuch asfor any kind of worth and vertue are remarkable ; many of whichare 
daily feene to be purfued by ill fortune ¢ven to the utmoft extremitic, and that would take 
fuch order for them,as had they not their eafe‘and content,it might only be imputed to their 
want of reafonorlacke of difcretion. In this Oeconomicke or houfhold order my father had 
thisorder, which I can commend, butne way follow: which was, that befides the day- 
booke of houfhold affaires, wherein are regiftied at leaft expences, paiments, gifts, bargains 
and fales, that requirenota Notaries hand to.them, which booke a receiyer had the keeping 
otfzhe appointed another journall-booke to one of his fervants, who was his clerke, wherey 
ia he fhould infert and-orderly fet downe all accidents worthy the noting, and day by day 
regifterthe memories of he hiftorie of his houfe's A thing very pleafant te read, when time 
began to weare out the remembrance of them,and fit for us to paffe the time Withall, and to 
tefolve fome doubts: when fucha worke was begun, when ended, what wayor courfe was 
taken,what accidents hapned how long it continued;all our voyages, where,& how long we 
were from home; our marriages, who died and when ; the receiving of goad or bad tidings, 
who came, who went, changing or removing of houfhold officers, taking of new,, or dif 
charging of old fervants,and fuch like matters. An ancient cuftome,and which I would have 
allmenufeand bring into fafhion againe in their feyerall homes: and I repent my felfe, I 
haveforfoolifhly negleéted the fame. 
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ther the fafhion of thefe late difcovered Nations to go naked, bea cuftome forced by the 
hot temperature of the ayre, as we fay of the Indians and Moores, or whether it be an oti gi- 
nall manner of mankind. Men ofunderftanding,forafinuch as whatfoever is contained un- 
der heaven (as faith the holy Writ) is fubjeét to the fame lawes, are wont infich likecon- 
fiderations where naturall lawes areto be diftinguifhed from thofe invented by man,to have 
recourfe to the generall policie of the world, where nothing that is counterfet can be admit- 
ted. Now all things being exaétly furnifhed elfe-whence with all neceflaries to maintaitie 
thisbeing, it is not tobe imagined that we alone fhould be produced in a defectiveand in- 
digent cftate, yea, and in {uch a one, as cannot be maintained without forrain hel pe. My 
opinion is, that evenas all plants, trees, living creatures, and whatfoeyer hath life, isna- 
turally feene furnifhed with. fufficient furnitureto defend it felfe from the injurie of all 
wethers : 

Proptereague fere res omues, ant corio {unt, 

Aut feta,an: conchis, ant callo, aut cortice tette. 

Therefore all thingsalmoft we cover’d marke, 

With hide,or haire,or fhels,or brawne,or barke. 

Even fo were we: But asthofe who by an artificiall light extinguifh the brightnefle of 
theday, we have quenched our proper meanes, by fuch as wee have borrowed. And wee 
may cafily difcerne,that only cuftome makes that feeme impoffible untous, which is not {o: 
For of thofe nations that have no knowledge of cloaths,, fome are found fituated under the 
fame heaven,and Climate, or paralcll, that we are in, and more cold and fharper than ours, 
Moreover,thetendereft parts of us are ever bare and naked as our eyes,face,mouth,nofe,and 
eares; and our countrie-fwaines(as our forefathers wont)moftof them at this day goe bare. 
breafted downeto the navill.Had we beene borne needing petti-coats and breeches, there is 
no doubr, but nature would have armed that which fhe hath left to the batterie of feafons, 
and furie of wethers, with fome thicker skin or hide, as fhee hath done our fingers ends,and * 
the foales of our feet. Why feemesthis hard to be believed ? Betweene my fafhion of a pa- 
rell,and that of one of my countric-clownes, I find much more difference betweene him and 
me, than betweenc his fafhion, and that of a man who iscloathed but with his bare skin. 
How many men (efpecially in Turkée,) go ever naked for devotions fake? A certaine man 
demanded of one of our loytring rogues, whom in the deepof frofty Winter, he {aw wan- 
dring up and downe with nothing but his fhive about him, and yet as blithe and lufty asan 
other that keepes himf{clfe muffled and Wrapt in warme furres up to the eares; how he could 
have patience to go fo.e-4nd have not you,gooa Sir,(antwered he) \your face allbare? Imagine 
Tam allface. Theltalians report (as far as 1 remember) of the Duke of Florence his foole, 
who when his Lordasked him, how being fo illclad, he could endure thecold, which he 
hardly was able to doe himfelfe ; To whom the foole replied ; ALa/fer, fe bur my receipt, 
and pur allthe cloaths yon have apon ae: I doe all mine ; yon foakfeele no more cold than I 
doe. Kine Maffiniffz, even inhis eldeft daies, were it never focold, fo frofty, fo ftormie,or 
fharpe wether,could never be induced to put fomething on his head, but went alwaies bare= 
headed, The likeis reported of the Emperor Severs. In the bartels chat paft betweene the 
fEgyptians, andthe Perfians, Herodorns faith, that both himfelfe and divers others tooke 
fpeciall notice, that of fuch as lay laine onthe ground, the Agyptiansfculs were without 
eomparifoni much harder than the Perfians : by reafonthat thefe go ever with theirheads 
covered with coifs and turbants,and thofe from their infancieever {haven and bare-headed. 
And King Agefilaus, even in his decrepit age, was ever wont to weare his cloaths both 
Winter aud Summer alike, Suetonius afirmeth, that Cefardid ever march formoft before 
histroupes, and moft commonly bare-headed,and on foet, whether the funne fhone, or it 
rained. Thelikeis reported of Hanmball, 

tam Vertice mn de, 
Excipere infanos tnabres, caligue rninam. 
Bare-headed ther he did endure, 
Heav’ns ruine and mad-raging fhowre. ; 

A Venetian that hath long dwelt amongft them, and who is butlately returned thence, 
writeth, that in. the Kingdome of Pegs, both men and women, having all other parts clad, 
go¢ ever bare-footed,yea,and onhosie-backe alfo, And Plato for the better health and pre- 
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tation of my father)let us adde this.one thing more, which,Captaine AZartya du Belay xela- 
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The froftsare fo hard and fharpe in the emboguing of the Mcoti sfennes that in the very 
mies,on hard gronnd, 
and dric-footed, aud theredefeated hem; the next funmer, he there obtained another fea» 
battclagainft them. The Romanes fuffered.a great difad vantage in the fight they had'with 
the Carthaginians neere unto Placentia, for fo much as they went.rotheir charge with their 
bloud congealed, and limbes benummed, through extreme cold : whereas Hannibal 
caufed many fires to be made through-out his campe;, to, warm. his fouldiers by, aud a 
quantitie of oile to be diftribured amongft them,that therewith annointing themielves,they 
might: make their Ginewesmore fupple and nimble, and harden their pores againft the bitter 
blatts of cold wind, whichthen blew, and nipping piercing of the ayre. The Grecians 
xctreat. from Badbilon into thei countrie, isrenowmed, by reafon of the many difficulties 
and encombraucesthey emcountred withall, and were to furmount : whereof this was one, 
that in themountaines of Arveenia,being furprifed and encircled with fo horrible and great 
quantitic of faow,that they lof both the knowledge ofthe countric,and the wayes: where~ 
with they were fo ftraitly:befet, ,that.they continued a day and anight without cating or 
drinking; and moft of their horfesand cattell died + of their mena great number alfo de- 
¢ceafed ; many with the glittering and whitenefle of the fnow, were ftrucken blinde.: divers 
through theextremitie were lamed, and their limbes.fhrunken up, many flarke ftiffc, and 
frozen withcolde, although their fenfes were yet whole, Alexander faw a nation,where in 
winter they butic their fruit-bearing trees under the ground, tordefend them from the froft : 
a thing alfo.ufed among{t fome of our neighbours. Touching the fubjeét of apparell: the 
King of Mexico was wonnto change aud fhift hisclothes foure times 2 day,and meyer wore 
them againe, employing shis. leaviags and: caft-fures. for his contiduall liberalities and re- 
wards; as alfo neither pot nordifh, nor,any.implement of hiskitchin or table were tyvice 
brotight before him, 
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ference,than refemblance inus. I difcharge as muchas a man will, another being of my con 
ditions and principles,and fimply confider of it in my felfe without relation,framing it upon 
it’s owne modell. Though my felfe be not continent, yet doe I fincerely commend and allow 
the continencie of the Capuchins and Theatines, and highly praife their courfe of life. I 
doe by imagination infinuate my felfe into their place: and by how much more they bee 
other than my felfe, fo much the moredoeI love and honour them. I would gladly have 
every man judged apart, and not bedrawne my felfe in confequence by others examples, 
My weaknefle doth no way alrerthe opinions I fhould have of the force and vigor of thofe 
thatdeferve it. Sunt, qui nihil fuadent, quam quod fe imitaripoffe confidunt. There be fuch as 
advifero norhing, but what they truft themfelves can imitate. Crawling onthe face of the 
earth, Iceafe not to marke, even intothe clouds, the inimitable height of fome heroicke 
minds. Itis much for me to havea formall and prefcript judgement, if the effects bee not 
fo, and at leaft to maintainethechiefe part exempted from corruption. It is fomething to 
havea good tninde, when my forces faile me. The age we live in (at leaft our climate) is 
dull and leaden, that fot only the execution, but the very imagination of vertue is farre 16 
fecke,and feemes to be noother thing than a College fuppofition, anda gibrifh word. 
virtutems verba putant, wt 

Lucumligna: A 

Vertue feemes words to thefe, 

Astrees are wood ,or woods are trecs. 

Quam vererideberent, etiam ff percipere non poffent. Which yer they fhould revererce, 
shengh they could net reach ante. Itis an eare-ring or pendenttohang ina cabinet, or at the 
tonguesend, 4s well asatan eare for an ornament. There are no more vertuous actions 
knowne; thofethat bearéa thew of vertue,have no effence of it: for profit,glorie,cuftome, 
feare,and other like ftranye caufesdire&t us to produce them. Juftice, valour, integritie, which 
we then exercife,may by others confidetation,ard by the countenance they publikely beare, 
be terrned fo : but with thetrue workinan, it is no vertueatall, Thereis another end pro 
poled ; another efficient caufe. Vertue alloweth of nothing, but whatis done by her, and for 
her alone. Inthat great battell at Potidza which the Gracians under Pamfanias gained of 
Alardonine and the Perfians,the viétors following their cuftome,comming to fharethe glo- 
rie and prife of the viétorie betweene them,afcribed the pré+excellencie of valor in that con= 
Hi to the Spartane nation, The Spartanes imparttiall Judges ofvertue, whenthey camet 
decide, to what particular man of their countrie, the honout tovhave done beft in that day, 
fhould of right belong , they found that Ariffodemsus had moft couragioufly engagedand 
hazarded himfelfe : Yet gave him not the prife of honour of it, becaufe his vertue had beeve 
thertuito incited, by an cameft defire to purge him{clfe from the reproch and irifamie,which 
hee had incurred inthe action at Thermopyles,and from all daring ambition to die couragi~ 
oufly thereby to warrant his former imputation. Our judgements are yet ficke,and follow 
the depravations of our cuftomes, I fee the greace(t part of our fpirits to affect wit, and to 
thew themfelves ingenious, by obfcuring and detracting from the glorie of famous and ge~ 
nerall ancient a@tions, giving them fome bafe and malicious interpretation, fondly and en- 
vioufly charging them with yaine caufes, and frivolous occafions. A fubtill invention no 
doubt. Let any man prefentme, withthe molt excellencand blameleffe ation, and Twill 
oppofeit with fiftie vicious and bad intentions, all which fhall carrie a face of Jikeli-hood. 
God knowes(to him that will extend them) what diverfitie of images our internal will doth 
fuffer : They doenet fo malicioufly as grofely and rudely endevour to be ingenious with all 
their sailing and detraction. The fame paine aman caketh to detraét from thefe noble and 
famous names,and the verie fame libertie, would 1 as willingly take to lend them my fhoul- 
ders to extoll and magnifie them, I would endeyour to charge thefe rare and choife figures, 
feleéted by the confent of wife men, for the worldsexample,as much, and as high,asmy in- 
yention would give me leave with honobr,ina plaufible interpretation, and favourable cir- 
cumftance. Andaman mutt thinke, that the diligent labours of eur inyention,are farre be. 
yond their merit. Itis che part of honeft minded mento pourtray vertue, as faire as pofhble 
fairemaybe. Athing which would no whitbe mif-{teming or undecent, if paffion fhould 
tratifport us to the favour and purfuit of fo facted formes, whar thefe doecontiarie, they ei- 
ther doe itthrough malice or knayeric,yith plitpofe to reduce and fute their belects to their 

capa- 


poe ees PSD as | St RRS 
Chap. 36. The firft Bookes. IIs 
capacitie, whereof I latcly fpake : or t ather as I thinke,becaufe their fight is not of {uff cient 

power or clearnes, nor addreffed to conceive or apprehend the farre-{hining brightnes of 

vertue in naturall and genuine puritie : As Platarke faith thacin his time, fome imputed the 


caufe of Cato the youngers deathtothe feare he had conceived of Cefar > whereat he hath 
fome reafon to be moved : by which a man may. judge, how much mote’ he would have 
beene offended with thofe thac have afcribed the fame unto ambition, Oh foolith people ! 
Hee would no doubt have perforrhed a faire action, fo gencious and fojuft, rather with 
jonomitiie,than for gloric. This man wasetuly a patterne, whoin nature chofe to fhew how 
farre humane vertue may reach, and mans conftdncie attaineunte, Burmy purpofe is not 
hereto treat this tich argument : I will only confront cogether the fayings of five Latin 
Poets upon Catoes commendations, and for the interett of Carasand by incidenci€ for theirs 
aifo, Now oughta gentleman well-bred, in refpect of others, finde the two former formes 
what lanpuifhing, The third more vigorous, but fupprefled by che extravagancie of:forces 
He will judgethere were yet place for onc or rwo degiees of juvention, to réachuhto the 
fourth, in confideration of which he willthrough admiration joyne hands forthe latt ( yet 
firft in fore degree and {pace, but which {pace he will {iveare can by no humane {piricbe 
filled up)he will be much amazéd,he willbe much amated. Lockere are wonders, we have 
more Poets than judges and interpreters of poefie.: Ie is an eafier matter to frame it, than to 
know it: Being bafe and humble, itmay be judged by the precepts andart of it: Butthe 
good and loftie, the fupreme and divine, is beyond rules,and abave reafons Whofoever dif 
cerneth her beauitie, with a conftant, quicke-feeing and fecled looke, he canno more fee and 
comprehend the fame than the fplendor of a lightning flafh.Ie hath nocommunitie ith our 
judgernent ; bur ranfacketh and ravifheth the famey The farie which prickes and moves 
him that can penetrate her, doth alfo ftricke and wound athird man, if he heare it either 
handled or recited,as the Adamant ftone drawes; nor only a necdle; but infufech fome of her 
facultie in the fame to draw others: And itis more apparently feene inthéaters;that che {a- 
cred infpiration ofthe Mufes, having firft ftirted up the Poet witha kinde of-agitation unto 
choler, unto griefe, unto hatred, yea and beyond. himfelfe, whither and howfoever they 
pleafe,doth alfo by the Poct {trike aud enterinto the Actor,arid confeqniently by the Actor, 
a whole aaditorie or multitude, Ic isthe ligament of our feutes depending one of another. 
Even from my infancie, Poefie hath had the verrue to tran{pierceand tranfport rie.But chat 
lively and feeling-moving that isnaturally inme,hath diverfly beene handled by the diver 
fitie of formes, not fo much higher or lower (forthey were ever the higheltin every kind ) 
asdiffcrentincolour. Fir(ta blithe and ingenious Auiditi¢, thena quaint-wittic, and loftie 
conceit. To conclude,a ripeand conftant force. Ovid, Lucan, and Virgil; will better declare 
it, But here our Gailantsare in their full cariere. 
Sit (ato dum vivit fane vel Cefare majors Ahart.lib.epigs 
Let Cato Innioy, while he 33. $e 
doth live, greaterthan Cafar be. 
Saith one. 
aul cy imvitbum dewstta morte Catonem : : 
Cato uneotiquered death being vanquithed. M-anil.afir ib. 
Saith another: And the third {peaking of the.civill warxes becweent Céfar and Pompey. 4-87. 
Vistvix cau(s Dir placuit fed vitta Caroni. 


: ‘ Piso Lucan.bel. bite 
The canferhat overcame with Gods was greater 5 libs 10439 
Burthe caufeovercome pleald Cate betters 

And’the fourth upon Cefars corhmendations? 
Et cuntha terrarium {ubatta; Hor.i.2.0d,2.93 
Prater atrocem animum Catonss, 
Ofvalbche earthallparts inthralled, 
Catoesminde only unappalled. ; vait 

And the harts-mafter, afterhe hath enftalledthenamesof the greatelt Romanes in. his 

pidture,endeth thus : 
———his dantem jura Catonem, Viv Ae, bd, 
Chiefe juftice Catedoe-decree 67% 
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Cuar, XXXVII. 
How we weepe and laugh at one felfe-fame thing. 


Hen we reade in Hiftories, that Avtigowus was highly difpleafed with his fonne, at 

uY -whavtime heprefented unto him the head of King Pirrhus his enemic,, flaine but a 
little before in fight againft him 5 which heno. fooner fay, but hee burft foorth a weeping, 
And that Rewate Duke of Loraine, wept for the death of Charles: Duke of Bargundie, 
whom hee had eftfoones difcomfited) and.wasas anafliftant mournerat hisfuneralls: And 
that inthe battel of e4uray (which the Earle of A4omrfore had gained againft the. faction 
of Charlesde Blois, forthe Dutchy of Britanie) the victorious conqueror met with the bo= 
dy of his enemic deceafed,' mourned very prievouflyforhim ; amanmuft not fuddenly ex- 
claime., 

Ecofteauvien’ ,chelanimoctafcuna 

Sua pejfion,{orto contrario mante 

Ricnopre,con la vifta hor chiara,hor bruna, 

So happens itsthe minde covers each paflion 
Under acloake of colours oppofite, 

Tofight now clear¢, now darke,in diversfafhion. 

When Cafar was prefented with Pempeis head, Hiftories report that he turn’d his looks 
afide,as froma ghaftly and-unpleafing {peétacle| Thei hath beene fo long acorrefponden. 
cieand focietic th the managing of publike affaires mmuttiadly betweene then, fcha commu 
nitic of fortumes;fo many reciprocall officesandbbondsofalliance,thata man cannot thinke 
his countenanceto Have becne forced ;falfe,and wil y,38 this other fuppefcth, 

0 DOS emitwtumagne patavir £27 ovr 
Tam bonus effefocer; lacrymas non fpontecadéntes 
 Effudit gemira/yue expreffit pettore late. 
Now to bekinde indeed»hedid not doubt 
Father in law,teares, which came hardly out 
He thed,and gronesexpreft 
From inwatd pleafed brett. 

For certainly, howbeit the greate(} number of our’adtions bee butunasked and painted 

over with diffimulation,and that it may fometimes betrue; : sth: 
Haredis flerus [ub perfonnvifise# ys vo 00% «de ALS 
The weeping of an heire,is laughinguinder 2 yifaed or difguife. 

Yermuft a man confider by judging of hisaceidéits; howrourmindes are often agitated - 
by divers paffions ; For(as they fay)there isa certaine affembly of divers humors in our bo- 
dies, whereof the is foveraigne miftrisy who molt rcinarilyjaecording to our complexions 
doth command us: fo inour minde,’ although it containefeyerallmotiensthat agitate the 
fame, yetmiuftone chiefly be predominanit:Bucit is not:with fo full anjadyantage,bur forthe 
volubilitie and fuppleneffe of our mindé,». the weakett: may by accafion reobraine the place 
againe, and when their turne cometh, make a newcharge, whence we fee, not only chil. 
dren, who fimply and naturally follow nature, often to weepeiand laugh at one elfe-fame 
thing ; but none of us all can vaunt himfelfe; what withed for,or pleafant voyage foever he 
undertake, butthattaking leave of his family and friends; she fal] feele a chilling and pan- 
tmg ofthe heart, and if he thed not teares, “at leaft-he putshisfooninthe.{tirrop with a fad 
and heaviecheere. And what gentle flame foever doth warme the:heart of young virgins, 
yet arethey hardly diawne to leave and forgoe their mothers, to betake them to their huf- 

*Band$: Whatloeverthig go0d fellow fay; : ot 156 2 ap 
ESt ne novis naptis odioV enus,anne parentum : 
Fraftrantarfalfis gaudia lacryrmulis ys. > 
Vbertimthalami quas intra linsna fundus? — 
Not,ita me divisveragemunt juverinte 00 
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Doe young Birds hate indeed freth Venus toyes, 
Or with falfe teares delude their parentsjoyes, 

Which in their chambers they powre out amaine ? 
So helpe me God, they doe not true complaine. 

So is it not ftrange to mourne for him dead whom a man by ao meanes would have alive 
againe, When I chide my boy, I doe it with the beft heart Ihave : They are true and not 
fained imprecations : but thar fit paft over, let him have need of me,I will gladly doe himall 
rhe good Iéan, and by and by I turne over another leafe. If chance to call one. knayeor 
affe, my purpole is not fot ever to enfeofte him with thofe nick-names; nor doe] thinke to 
fay,tongthou lie(t,1fi mmediately after I call him an honeft man.No qualitie doth embrace 
us purely and univerfally.Jfit were not the countenance of a foole to {peake alone,or to him 
felfe,there would fcarce be day,or houre, wherein fome body fhould not heare me mutter 
aind grumble to my felfe,and againft my felfc, AC. , jin the fooles teeth,yet doe not I thinke 
it to be my definition. He that feethmefometimes to calta frowning looke upon my wife, 
or fometimes a loving countenance, and thinkes, that either of them is’ but Frined, he.isa 
foole. Nero taking leave of his mother, whom heefentto be drowned, felt uotwith{tanding 
che emotion of chat motherly farewell, and at one inftant.was ftrucken with horror and pi- 
tie. Ic is faid, that the Sunnes-light is not of onecontinued piece, butthatit fo unceflantly, 
and without intermiffion doth caft fo thicke new raics,onein the necke of anotherupon us, 
that wee cannot perceive the {pace betweene them, 

Largus enim liquidi-fons lumints arherens fol 

Inrigat affidue calum candorerecents, 

Suppeditatque nove confe/tsm lumsine lumen, 

Heav’ns Sunne the plenteous {pring of liquid light 
“Still heay’n bedewes with {plendor frefh and bright, 
Still light fupplies with light of frefher fight. 

So doth our minde caft her points diverfly and imperceptibly. eA r:abanus {arprifed 
Xerxes hisnephew, and chid him fer the fudden changing of his countenance. He wasto 
confider theunmeafurable greatnefle of his forcesat the patlage of Hellefpont, for theenter= 
prifeof Greees. Firft he was fuddenly affailed by anexceflive joy, to {ce fo many thoufands 
of menat his {ervicc,and witnefled the fame by the alacritie and checrefiulnes of his counte- 
nance : And immediately atthat verie moment,his thoughts fuggelting, how fo many lives 
were to be confumed,and fhould come te nothing (at the furtheft, within one age)he gan to 
frowne his browes, and grew fo penfive, that he wept. We have with a refolute and inexo- 
rable minde purfued the revenge of an injurie,and felt a fingular content for the victorie; yet 
upoh better advice doe we weepe: itis not that we weepe tor : the thing isas.it was, there 
is nothing changed : But chat our minde beholds the thing with another cie,, aad underan 
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other fhape it prefentsit felfe unto us, For every thing hath divers faces,fundry byafes,and 


feverall luftres. Aliance, kinred ,old acquaintances, and long friendfhip {eize on our imagina- 
tion, and at that inftant, paffionate the fame according totheir qualitie, butthe curne or 
change of it, is fo violent, that it efcapes us, 

Nil adeo fiericelers rxtione videtur, 13,283; 

Quam fimens fieri proponit & inchoat ip{a. 

Octus ergo animus quam res feperiet nila, 

Ante oculos quarnm in prompts natura videtur. 

Nothing in é quicke fort feemes tobe done, 

As minde fet on a thing, and once begun, 

The minde that {wifter ftirres before our cies, 

Than any thing, whofe forme we foone comprize. 

And therefore, intending to continue one body of all this purfuit, we deceive ourfelyes¢ 
When Timoleon weepeth the murther he hath perpetrated with fo mature and generous 2 
determination, he weepeth not for the libertie reftored to his countric, nor the cyrant, buthe 
weepeth for his brother, One part of his duticis acted, let us permit hime play the other. 
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Cuar. XXXVITII 


Of Solitarinelfe. 


Ecus leave apart this' outweme comparifon, betweene a folitarie and ay aétive life: 
| bir touching thar geodly faying undet‘which ambition and avarice fhroud them- 
felves; that we are not borne for our particular, bur for the publike good ; Letus boldly re. 
fer our felves to thof thar are engaced; and let them beat their confcience, if on the con. 
trarie, the ftates,the charges; and this trath of the world, are not rather fought and fued for 
to draw a private commoditie from the publike.The bad andindireét meanes wherethtough 
in our age men canvafe and toyle to attaine the fame, doe manifeft! y declare the end thereof 
to be of no great confequence. Let us anfwer ambition, that herfelfe gives us the afte of {o-~ 
litarineffe. For what doth fhe thun ‘fo much As company ? Whatfeeketh thee morethan 
elbow-roome? There is no place, but there dte meanés and Waiesto doe well or ill, Neyer= 
thelefie if the faying of Bias betrue’s Thar the wort part s2 the greateft.: Oxthat which B¢- 
clefiaftes faith, That of athenfund there i not one 'g00d. 

Ravi quwppe boni numero vix [ant tosideme, anot 

Thebarnm porta, vel divitis offia Nili : 

Good men are rare,fo many {Carce(I feare) 

As gates of Thebes, mouths of rich Wilus were, 
Contagion is very dangerous inathrong. A man muft imitate the vicious, or hate them: 
both are dangerous: for torefemble them is perilous, becaufe they are many,and to hate ma~ 
ny ishazzardous, becanfe they are diflemblable, and Merchantsthat travell by fea, have 
reafon to take heed, that thofe which goe in the fame fhip be not diflolute,blafphemers, and 
wicked , judging fuch compauy unfortunate. Therefore Bras faid pleafantly to thofe, that 
tegether with him pafft the danger of a great ftorine, and called to the Gods for helpe : 
Peace my materi, lef they fhonld heare, thas ‘Jon are here with me. And ofa more militarie 


example, Albubtyane, Viceroy in India for Exsanuel King of Portugal, ia an extreme dan 


ger of a fea-tempeft, tooke a young boy upon his fhoul iers, for this only end, that inthe 
common perill his innocencie might be his Warrant, and recommending to Gods fayour,to 
fet ‘hin on fhore : yet may a wife man live every where contented, yeaand alone, inthe 
throng ofa Pallace: bucif he may ehufe,he will (faith he) Avoid the Sighs of it. T€need re. 
quire, he wiltendurethe fit : bur if he may have.his choice, he will chufe chelater, He 
thinks he hath not fafficiently tid him@lfe from vices, if he mult alfo conteft with other 
mens faults. Charondas punifhed thofe for wicked, that were conviéted to have frequented 
lewd companies.’ There is nothing fo dif-fociable and fociable as man, the one for his vice, 
the orher for his nature, And I think Anifthenes did not fatisfie him that upbraided him 
with his converfation with thé wicked, faying, That Phyfictans live amongst the ficke, 
Who if they ftead ficke-mens healths,they empaire their ownc, by the infeétion, continuall 
vifiting, touching and frequenting of difeafés. Now (as I fuppofe) the end is both one, 
thereby tolive more at leafure, and better at cafe. But man doth not alwaies feckethe beft 
way to come unto it, who often fuppofeth to have quit affaires, when hehath but changed 
them. There isnot much leffe vexation in the Sovernmenc. of a private family, than inthe 
managing ofan entire ftate : wherefoever the minde is bufied there it isall. And though do. 
mefticall occupations be leffe important, they are as importunate. Morcover, though we 
have freed our {elves from the court, and ftom the market, we are not free fiom the princi- 
pall corments of onr life. 

vatia CF prudeutia cures, 

Non locus fu late mares arbiter aufers. 

Reafon and wifdome may fer cares afide, 
Nor place the Arbiter of feas fo wide, 

Shift we,or change we placesnever fo often, ambition, avarice, irrefolution sfeare andconcu- 


pilSenes never leave us. 
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Es post equirems [edet atra cura, 
Care looking gtim and blacke, doth fit 
Bechinde his backe that rides from ic; 
They often followus, even into immured cloifters, atid into fchooles of Phifofophy ; nor 
doc hollow rocks,nor wearing of haire-fhirts, nor continuall fattings rid us from them: 
Heret larervi lethalis arundo. 
The fhaft thardeath imnplide 
Sticks by the flying fide. 
It was told Socrates,that one wasno whit ameided by his travel : J beleeve it well ( faid 
he) for be carried himfelfewith him. 
Onidterras alio calentes 
Sole mutamus? pitria quis exul 
Se quoquefugit? 
Why change we foyles watm’d with another Sunne ? 
Who from whom banifht hath himfelfe out-runne ? 

If aman doe nor fir(t difcharge both himfelfeand his minde from the burthen chat pref- 
ferh her,removing from place to place will {tirre and preffe her the more ; as in a fhip,waies 
wellftowed, and clofly piled, take up Icaft roome, you doe a ficke-manimiore hurt than 
good, to make him change place, you fettle an eyill im removing the fame} ‘as {takes or 
poles, the morethey are ttirred and fhakeir, the fatter they fticke, and finke deeper intothe 
round. Therefore is it not enough, for a nvanto have fequeftred himfelfe from the con~ 
courfe of people: it is not fufficient to fhift place, a mau muft alfo fever him(elfe from 
the popular conditions, that are in us. Amanmuft fequefter and recover himfelfc fiom 
himéelfe, 
rapt jam Vincula, dicasy 

Nan luftata cants nodum arripit, attamen ike 

Crm fucit, 4 collorrahiturparslonga catend. 

You wiil fay haply I my bonds have quit, 

Why fo the Ariving dog the knot hath bit; 

Yet when he flies; much chaine doth follow it, 
Wecarry our fetters with us sis it not an abfolute libertie, we ftill caft backe our lookes tos 
wardsthat we have left behinde :outminde doth ftill run on it ; our fanfieis full of ix. 
nifi purgatum est pethns, qua pralia nabs 

Argue pericnla tune ingratés infinnanduns ? 

Quanta con{cindsnt hominem cupidinis acres 

Sollicitum cure,quanti que perinde timores ? 

Qhidve fuperbia, fpurcitia, ac petnlantia, quanne 

Effictnnt clades, qutd luxus defidie(que ? 

Unlefft our breaft be putg’d what warres mult wee 

What perilsthen, though much difpleafed, fee ? 

How great feares, how great cares of fharpe defire 

Doe carefull man diftraét,tormentyenfire ? 

Uneleannefle, wantonnefle, floth, riot, pride, 

How great calamities have thefe implide > 
Ourfevill is rooted in our minde: and it cannot {cape from it felfe. 

In cal, pa est animus, qui fe non effugit HAGHATB, 

The mindc in greateft fault muft lie, 

Which from itfelfe can never flie, 

Therefore muftit be reduced and brought into itfelfe : Teis the true folitariueffe, and 
which may be enjoyed even inthe frequencie of peopled Cities, and Kings courts : burit 
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ismorecommodioufly enjoyed apart. Now fithence wee undertake to live folirarie; and - 


without companie, let us caufe our contentment to depend of out felves: Letusfhake off 
all bonds that tie us unto others + Gaine we that vittorieoverus, that in good carneft 
wemay live folitarie,and herein live at our cafe. Stilphon having efcaped the corabuftion of 
his Citie, wherein he had loft, both wife,and children,and all his goods; Demetrins Pelior= 


cetes {ecing him in fo great a ruine of his Countrie, with an unaffrighted countenance, de- 
man 
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manded of him, whether he had received any lotle; He aufwered,Nozandthat(thanks given 
to God )he had loft nothing of his owne.Itis that, which Aatzfthenesthe Philofepher faid very 
pleafantly ,7hat ma ought to provide himfelfe with munitions, that might float upon the wa- 
ter,and by {wispmeng efcape the danger of fhipwracke with-him. Verily, aman of underftan- 
ding bath loft norhing,tf be yet have himfelfe. When the Citic of Nola was over-run by the 
Barbarians, Paulinus Bifhop thereof, having Joft.all he had there, and beingtheir prifoner, 
prayed thus unto God : Ob Lord dcliver me from feeling of this loffe: forthon knowe/t as yet 
they have toucht noshing that is mine, The riches that made him rich, and the goods which 
made him good,were yet abfolutely whole, Behold what itis to chufe treafiires well, that 
may be freed from injuric; and to hide them ina place, whetenoman may enter,and which 
cannot be betraied but by our felves. Aman that is ablesmay have wives, children, ceods, 
and chiefly health, but not fo tie himfelfe unto them, thar, his felicitie depend on them, We 
fhould referve a flore-houfe for our felves, what need foeverchance ; altogether ours, and 
wholy free, wherein we may. board yup. andeft ablifh our true libertie, and principal retrcit 
and folirarinefle, wherein we.nult go aloneto our felves, take out ordinarie entertainment, 
anid fo privately, thatno acquaintance or communication of any ftrange thing may therein 
find place : there to difcourfe,to meditate and laugh,as, without wife, without children,and 
goods, without traine,or fervants; that ifby any occafion they be loft, it &eme not ftrange to 
us to pafic it over; wehavea mind moving andturning in it (elte ; itmay keep itfelfe com- 
panies it hath wherewith to offend and defend, -wherewith to receive, and wherewith to 
give, Letusnot feare that we fhall faint and.dronp through tedious and mind ~tyring idle- 
neffe in this folitarineffe. 

In folis fistibi rnrba loers, 

Be thou, when with thee is not any, 

Asgood unto thy ielfe as many. 
Vertue iscontented with it felfeywithout difcipline, without words,and without effects, In 
our accuftomed aétions, of athoufand there is not. one found that regardsus : he whom 
thou feeft fo furioufly and as it were befides himfelfe,ce clatnber or crawle up thecitie wals , 
or breach, as a point-blank to a whole yoly of fhot, and ariother all wounded and skarred, 
crazed and faint,and wel-nie hunger-ftarven,refolved rather-to/die, than to open his enemic 
the gate, and give him entrance; doeftthou-think he is therefor himfelfe ?. No verily, Ie is 
peradventure for fuch a one,. whom neither he, nor fo.many of his fellowes ever faw, and 
who haply takes no care at all for them but is there-whilft wallowing up tothe cares in 
fenfualitie,flouth and all manner of carnal delights, This man whom about mid-night,when 
others take their reft, thou {eft come out of his ftudy meagre-looking, with eyes-trilling, 
flegmatike, {qualide, and {pauling, doeftthouthinke, that plodding on his books he doth 
feek how he fhall become an honefter man; or more wife, or moré content ? There is no 
fuch matter.He wil either dic in his purfuit,or teach pofteritie taerealve of Plausus verfes 
and thetrue Orthography of a’ Latine word. Whe doth not willingly chop and counter-” 
change his health,his cafe, yea,and hislife for gloric,and for reputation ? The moft unprofi- 
table,vaine,and counterfet coine,that is in ufe with us, Ourdeath is not fufficient to make us 
afraid, let us alfo charge our felves with that of our wives ,of our children,and of our friends, 
and people. Our owne aftaires doc not fufficiently trouble and vexe us; Letus alfo drud ge, 
toile,vex,and torment our felyes with our neighbours and friends matters. 

Vah quemqudmne hominem in animum inflitnere, ant 

Parare, quod [it charinsguamipfe e5t fbi? 

Fie,that a man fhould caft,that ought,than he 

Himfelfe of himfelfe more belov'd fhould be, 

Solitarinefle mee feemeth hathmore apparance and reafon in thofe which have given 
their moft active and flourifhing age unto the world, in imitation of Thales. We have lived 
long enough for others, live we the remainder of our lifeunto our felves : let us bring home 
our cogitations and inventions unto our felves, and unto our eafe. Itis no eafie matter to 
makeafafe retreit: it doth over-much trouble us with joyning other enterprifes unto it.Since 
God gives us leafure to difpofe of ourdiflodging. Letus prepare our felves unto it, packe 
weeup ourbageage, Letus betimes bid our companie farewell. Shake we off thefe violent 
hold.fafts, which elfé-whereengageus, and-cftraage us from our felves. Thefe fo firong 
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without fleaing us,and therewichall,pullaway fome'perct of our owne, 
“she world, is for a manto knowhow to be his owne. Ic ishightime 
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felfe; That ist 
may not be fundred 
The orearelt thing of 
to fhake off focietic, 1 i 
takeheed of borrowing. Our forces faile us: retire we therm, and: tht 
elves: He chat can fuppretie and confound in himfelfe the offices of fo matiy amities, and 
oft let him doit. In this fall, which makes us inutile, irkeforie, and impor: 
tunateto others, ler him take heed he benot importunate, irkefome, and unprofitable 
himfelfes Let him flatter, court, and cherith himfélfe, and above all leo hin goyerne him- 
felfe, refpecting his reafon and fearing his confcience, fe that he may not without fhame 
ftumble or trip in their pretence. Rarum eff enim, ut [ates [e quifque vereatnr. For it- os avare 
matters that every main (ufficiencly fhould ftand in awe and reverence of himfelfe. Socrates 
faith, That young men ought to be inftrutted, and necn excercifed ix welldoing ; and old men 
withdraw themfelves from allcivilland military negotiations, living at their owne difcretion, 
withoat obligattonto ary céertaine office. Thereaic {ome complexions; more proper forthefe 
of xecreit than others: Thole which have a tertder dod demifleapprchenfion, a fque- 
cate will, and whichcannot eafily fubject ot imploy ic felfe (of which 
jition and propenfe difcourfe | ain one) wil better apply themfelves un- 
rothis counfell chan active minds,and bufte {pirics 5 which imbrace all,every where engage, 
and inall thiugs pafhonate themfelves; that offer, thatprefent, and yecld themfelyesto alk 
occafious. A man mutt make afe of all thefeaccidentall commodities, atid Which are withe 
out us.fo long asthey be pleafing to 11s; butnot make them our principal foundatic 

, nor nature permit it, Why fhould we againtt their lawes fubicct our con- 
rentment tothe power of others ? Morcover,to anticipate the accidents of fortune; for aman 
todeprive him(elfe of che commodities he hath in poffeffion,as many have done for devoti- 
on, and fone Philofophers bydifcourfe ; to {erve themfelves, tolie upon the hard ground, 
ro pull out their own eyes, to calt their riches into the Sea,to fecke for paine and {mart (fome 
by rormeatinghis life, for the happineffe of another; otherfome placing thenfelves on the 
lowelt top, thereby to warrant themf{clves from a new fall). is the aétion ofan exceflive yer- 
tue. Let ftermer and more vigorous complexions make their lurking glorious aud exemplar. 

. ——tuta & parvula laudos 

G nm res deficinnt, fates inter vilia fortes $ 
Veritm ubi quid melius contingent Co untlins iderd 
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Hos fapere [alos ato bene Viveres quoynins 
Con|bicitur nitidis fundata pecunia vile. 

When tiches failesl praife the fafe eftate, 

Though fall ; bafe things doénot high thoughts abate, 

But when tis better, finer with me, 

They only live well,and are wile doe crit, 

Whole coinein faire farmes doth well-grounded lie. 

There is Worke cnough for me to doe without going {ofar, Iefufficeth me under fortunes 

favour, to prepare my felfe for her disfavour; and being-avcafe, "as far as imagination may 
attaine unto; to reprefent the evill to come unto my {elfe:s Even aswe enure our felves to 
Tiles and Toumeyes, and counterfeit warre in time of peace. Lefteeme not Arce/ilaus the 
Philofopher letle reformed jbecaufe I know him to have fed houfhold implements of. gold 
and filver, according as the condition of his fortune gave him leave, Trather valuehimthe 
more,thanifhehad not done it,forfomuch as he-both mederately and liberally madeufe of 
chem. I know unto whatlimits natural nieceffitie goths and J confider the poore almes~ 
man begging at my doore;tobe often more plumb-cheekt, in bercemhealth and likingthant 
an 2Thendoc] entet intorhisettate, and affay.to frame and {ure ny mind unto his byafe. 
“And {o over-running otherexamples, albeit imagine death, povertie,contempt,and fick- 
nefietobe at my hecles, Leafily refolverny felfe, notro apprehend any'feare of that, which 
onic of leffe worth than my felfedoth tolerate and'uadergoc with fach patience: And:Ican- 
not beleevey that the bafeneffe or fhallownefle of under{tanding, can doe morethan vigor 


aiid far-feeing, or that the effets and reaforhofdiferction, cannotreach to the effeéts of cu~ 
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ftomeandufe. And knowing what flender hold-faft thefe acceflorie commodities have I 
omit not in full jovyffance of them, humbly to befeccl God of his mercie (as a foyeraione 
requeft) tomake me contented with my felfe,and with the goods proceeding from ime, I fee 
fome gallantly-difpofed young men, who notwithftanding their faire-feeming thew, have 
many boxes full of pils in their coffers athome, to take when the rhurne fhall aflaile them; 
which fo much the leffe they feare, when they thinke the remedy to beathand. Somuft a 
man doe; as alfo if he fecle himfelfe fubjeét to fome greater infirmitic,to ftorehimfelfe with 
medicaments that may aflwage,fupple,and ftupifiethe part grieved, The occupation aman 
fhould chufe for fuch a life muft neither be painfull nortedious, otherwife, in vainefhould 
we accompt to have fought our abiding there, which depends fromthe particular tate of 
every man.Mine doth no way accommodate it {elfe to husbandrie. Thofe that love it mutt 
with moderation apply themfelyes unto it, 

Conentur ibs res non fe [ubmittere rebus, 

Endeyour they things to them to fubmit, 

Not them tothings(ifthey have Horace wit) 

Husbandric is otherwifc a fervile officeas Sa/u/?termeth it: It hath more excufable parts 
asthe care of gardening, which Xenophon afcribeth to Cyrus : A meane or mediocritie may 
be found, betweenc this bafe and vile carking care,extended and full of toiling labor, which 
we fee in men that wholly plunge themfelves therein, and that profound and extreme retche 
lefneffeto let all things goe at fix and feven, which is feen in others, 

‘Democriti pecus edit agellos 

Caltaque, dum perc gre est animus fine corpore velox, 

Cattledeftroyd Democritus his fets, 

While his mind bodilefle vagaries fers. 

But let us heare the counfell,which Phe the younger giveth to his friend Cornelius Ru- 

fus,touching this pomtof Solitarinefle: / perfiwade thee in this full-corged and fat retreit, 
wherein thon artsto remit this bafe and abjett care of husbandrie unte thy fervants, and give 
thy felfe tothe findy of letters, whence thon maift gather fomsething, that may altogether be 


thine owne;He meaneth reputatton slike unto Ciceroes humor,who faith, Thar he wsll imp loy 


his folarinelfe andre fidence from publike affaires, to purchafe unto himfelfe by his writings 


animmortall life. 


# {que adegne 
Scire tuum nibil eff ntfire {cire hoc fosat alter ? 
Is it then nothing worth chat thou dooft know, 
Unilefle what thou dooft know,thou others fhow? 

It feemeth tobe reafon, when a man fpeakethto withdraw himfelfe from the world,that 
one fhould looke beyond him.Thefe doe it but by halfes, Indeed they fet their match againft 
the timethey fhall be no mote : bur pretend to reap the fruit of their deffignes, when the 
fhall be abfent from the world, by aridiculouscontradiftion, . The imagination of thofe, 
who through devotion fteke folitarineffe,filling their minds with the. certaintie ofheayen! 
promifes, in the other life,is much more foundly conforted. They propofe God as an object 
infinit in goodnefic,and incomprebenfible in power,unto themfelves, The foule hath there. 
in,in all free libertie,wherewithto glut her felfe, Afflictions and. forrowes redound te their 
profit, being imployed for thepurchafe and attaining of health, and eternall gladnefle, 
Death, according to ones with,is.a paflage to fo perfect an eftate. The fharpnefle of their 
tules,is prefently made {mooth and eafie by cuftome; and carnall concupifcences, rejected, 
abated,and lulled afleep by refiifing them ; for nothing entertaineth them but ufe and exer- 
cife. Thrs only end of another life, bleffedly immortal, doth rightly merit wefboould abandon 
whe pleafures and commodities of this our life. Aud he thar canenlighten his foule withthe 
flame of a lively fath and hope,really and conftantly, in his folicarineffe, deth build unto hime 

felfe'a voluptuous and delicions if, far furmounting all other lives, Therefore doth neither 
theendnor middle of this counfell pleafe me. We are ever falling into.a relaps, froman ague 
toa burning fever. This plodding occupation of bookes, isas painfull asany other, and as 
reat an enemic unto-health, which ought principally to be comfidered.: And aman fhould 
not fuffer himfelfeto be inveagled by the pleafure hetakesinthem : Itisthe fame pleafure, 
that lefeth thethriying husband-man,the gréedy-coyetous,the fining -yoluptuous,and the 
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puft-up amitious. Lhe wi teach us fufliciently to beware and fhield us f 
ae 


and co difcernetrue and perfect pleafu 


treafons of our appetites, : { k , from delights blended 
ymore paine. For, moft pleatures fay they) tickle, fawne upoa;and 


oleus, as did the theeves whom the Mey ptians termed 


and entermingled wit 
with purpofe to {tra 
ed, 


embrace us, eo. ° D) 
Philiftas: And if the head-ach would {eizeupon us betoredrunkennefle, we would then 
beware oftoo much drinking : but fenfualitie the bettertoentrap us, m archeth before, and 
hideth hertracke from us. Bookes are delightfull ; but if by continnall frequenting then, 
we inthe end lofe both health and cheerefulueff2 (our belt parts) ler us leave them, {am one 
of thofe who thinke their fruit can no way countervailc this lofles Asmen that havelong 


time felt themfelves ente ebled through fome indifpofition,doe in the end yeeld tothemercie 
of Phyficke,and by art have cer re rules of life preferibed them, whichthey will notcran{- 
oreffe: So he that with-drawes himfelfe, as diftafted andover-tired with the common life, 
ought likewile to trame and prefcribe this unto the rules of reafon; direct and range the 
fame by premeditation ,and difcourfe.He muft bid all manner of travell farewell, what thew 
foever it bare ; andiin general fhun all paffionsthat any way empeach the tranquillitie of 
mind and body, and follow the courfe beft agreeing with his humours 

Vnu{quifque [ua noverit ire Vide 

His owne way every man 

Tread-out directly can. 

Amanmutft giveto thriving husbandric,to laborious ftudy,to toilefome hunting aad to 
every other exercife,the utmoft bounds of pleafure ; and beware he engage him 
ther, ifonce paine beginto intermeddle itfelfe with her; we fhould referye bufine 
gotiations,only for fo muchas is bchoovefull to keepe usin breath,and to warrant us from 
the inconveniences which the other extremitie of'a bafe, faint-harted idlenefle drawes after 
it, There are certaine barren and thornie {ciences, which forthe moft part areforged forthe 
multitude : they fhould be lefc forthofe, who are for the fervice of the world, As for my 
felfe,Lloveno books, but isch as are pleafaut,and ¢afie,and which tickle me,or fuchz 3 com~ 
fort and countell me,to direst my life and death. 
racitum {yluas interreprare [alubres 

Curantem quidqnid dignum [apiente bonigue est. 
Silently creeping midtt the wholefome wood 
With care what’s for a wife man and a good, 

The wiler fort of men, having a {trong ahd vigorous mind may frame unto themfelves an 
altogether {pit icuall life. But mine being common,I mutt help to uphold my felfe by corpo- 
rallcommoditics : And age having eftfoones.difpoiled utal 
to my fantafic, Linftruc&t & (harpen my appetite to thofe remaining molt fortable this other 
feafon, We muft tooth, and nailc retaine cheufe of this lives pleafires, which our yeares 
{match from us,one after another: : 

Carpansus dulcia,noftrum est, 

Quod viviszcimis & manes ch fabnla fies. 

Plucke we {weet pleafures : we thy life give thee, 
Thou fhalt atale,a ghoft,and athes be. 

Now conceming the end of gloric,w hich Plinie,and Cicero propote unte us,it is farfrom 
my difcoutfe : The molt oppolite humour to folitarie retiring, is ambition. Glorie and reft; 
ave things that cannot {q4at in one fanse forme : a3 far as Liee, thefe have nought burtheir 
armes and legs out of the throng, their mindand intent is further and more engaged in thew 
thaneyer it was. 

Tun vetule anriculis aliente colligts efeas® 
Gatherftthou dotard at thefe yeares, 
Frefh baits fine food, for others cares ? 

They have gone backethat they might leap the better,and with a ftronger motion make 
animbler offer amid{t the multitude. , Will you fee how they.fhoor-thoxt by acornes 
breadth ? lec us but counterpoifethe advice oftwo Philofophers, and oftwo moft different 
fects: The one writing to [domenens,the otherto Lecilingtheis friends,to divertthem from 
the managing of affaires and greatnefic,unto a folitarie kind of life.You have(lay they lives 
hitherto [winsming and floating adrift, conse and aie be the bawew; you have given she paft of 
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your life unto Licht give theremaieder wnto darkssefJe.It is inepoffible to give over occupations, 


if you doe not alfe give over the fruits of them : Therefore cleare your felfe from allcare and 
glorte. There ws Great dangers left the glittering of ‘your fore-paffed ailioxs foould over-meuch 
daze Gh, JOA, ara follow you evento your den, Together with ether concupifceaces, hake off 
that which commeth from the approbation of others, And touching your knowledve and {isffi-~ 
cienciestake you no care of them,they wil lofe no whit of their effett ; if your felfe be any thing 
the better for them. Remember bat him, who being demanded, to what purpofe he toyled fo 
mach about an Artwlich conld by no meancs come tothe kuowledce of man zy. Pow are enow 
for me; one will fuflice, yea, lefle than one will content me,anfwered He. He {aid true: you 
and another are a fuflicient theatre onefor another; or youto yourtelfealoae. Let the peo. 
pie beoneurto you, and onebe all the people to you: Itisa bafe ambition to goe about to 
draw gloric from ones idlenetic,and from ones lurking hole. A man mult doeasfome wilde 
beafts,which at the entrance of their caves, will have no manner of footing feene. You mutt 
no longer fecke, what the world faith of you, buchow you muft {peake unto your felfe: 
withdraw your felfe into ydur felfe ; butfirft prepare your {elfeto receive your felfe: it were 
folly totruftto your felfe,if you cannot governe your felfe.A man may as well faile in foli. 
tarineffe,as in companie,there are waies for it,unrill fuch time as you have framed your felfe 
fach, that you darenot halt before yout felfe, and that you fhall be afhamed of, and bearea 
kind of refpect unro your felfe, Obverfentur fpecies honefte anime: Let honeft \deaes fill ye- 
prefentthemfelves before your mind ; Ever prefent Cate, Phocion, aud Ariftides unto your 
imagination, in whofe prefence eveh fooles would hide their faults, and eftablith them as 
controulers of all your intentions.If they bedifordered and untuned, their reverence will ore 
der and tune them againe : they will containe you in a way,to be contented with your felfe; 
to borrow nothing but from your feife, to-fettleand ftay your mind in affured and limited 
cogitations, wherein it may beft pleafe it felfe, and having gotten knowledge of true felici- 
ties, which according tothe meafare aman underftands them, he fhall accordingly injoy, 
and with them reft fatisfied, without wifhing a further continuance, either of life or name. 
Locheerethe counfell oftruly-pure, and purely-true philotophie, not of 2 vaine-glorious, 
boafting,and prating philofophie,as is that of the ewo firft. 


Cuar. XXXIX, 


A confideration upon Cicero. 


Ne word more¢ in compatifon of thefetwo, There are gathered out of Ciceraes writings 

and from Péizies,(inmine opinion little agreeing with his unckle) infinite teftimonies 
of anature beyond meafure ambitious. Amongft others,that they openly folicit the Hifto- 
rians of their times,not to forget them in their writingsand fortune,asit were in {pight, hath 
made the vanitie of their requeft to continue even to our daies, and long fince the hiftories 
were loft. But this exceedeth all hearts-bafenetfe in perfons of that ftampe, to have gone 
abourto draw forme principall plorie from prating and {peaking, eventeimploy their pri- 
vate Epiftles written to their friends; in fuch fort, a$ fomie miffing the’ opportunitieto be 
fent, they notwithfanding caufe them to be publithed, withthis worthy excufe, that the 
would not lofetheit travel! and lucubrations, Isit not a {eeanly thing im two Romane Con- 
fuls,chiefe magiftrates of the common-wealth,Emprefle of the world,to {pend their time in 
wittily devifing and clofely hudling up of aquaint miffive or wittie epiftle,therby toattaine 
the repuration, that they perfectly unslerftand their mother tongue ? What could a feely 
School-mafter,who gets his living by fiuchtrath doe worfe > Ifthe ads of Xenophon, or of 
Cafar had not by inuchexcceded theireloquence, I cannot beleeve, they would ever have 
writtenthem, They have endevored to recommend unto poftcrity,nottheirfayines, but their 
doings, And if the perfection of well-fpeaking might bring any glorie futable untoa great 
perfonage, Scipio and Lelins would never have tefigned the honour of their Comed tes, and 
the elegancies,and frnooth.{portfiill conceits of the Latine tongue, unto an Affrican fervanit: 
Fox,to prove this labour to betheirs,the exquifit eloquence,and excellent invention thereof 
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doth fufficientiy declare it: and Terence himflfe doth ayouck ic : And I could hardly be 
removed from this opinion. It isa kind of mockerieand injurie, to raife arnan to worth, by 
qualities mif-{eeming his place, and unfitting his calling, although for fore other refpeéts 
praife-worthy ; and alfo by qualities that oneht not to be his principal object. As hethat 


5 


vould commend a King to beacunning Painter,or a skilfull Archirect,oran excellent Har- 
quibuzier, ora never mifling runneratthe Ring. Thefe commendations acquire a man no 
honour, ifthey be not prefented altogether with thofe thatiare proper and conyenient unto 
him,that is to fry,jultice,and the skill to governe, and knowledge to direct his people both 
in peace and warre, Inthis fort doth Agriculture honour Cyrus; and Eloquence Charle- 
maine, together with his knowledoc in good letters. ‘I have in my time feen fome, who by 
writing did carueftly get both their titles and living,to difavow their aprentiflage,mmar their 
pen,and affect the ignorance of fo vulgar a qualitie; and which our people holds,to be fel- 
dome found among{t wifemen, endevouririg to be commerided for better qualitics. De- 
wa0fthexes his companions in their ambaflage to Philip, praifedtheir Prince to be faire, elo~ 
guentyand a good quaffe r.Demoftheneslaid they were commendations rather fitting a weman, 
an advocate,and a [punge,thaw a King. 
Tmperet bellante prior, jacentem 
Lents inhoftem. 
Berrer he ule, who mercifull will rue 
His foe fubdued, than he that can fubdue. 
Jvis not his profeifion to know, either howto huntcunhingly,orto dancenimblys 
Orabunt caufas alit,ceclique meatus 
Deferibentrad och fulecntia fidera dicent 
Hye regere imperio popalos fciat. 
Others fhall caufes plead, defcribe the skies 
Motion by inftrument,fay how ftars rife: 
Butlet him know torule (jutt, valiant. wife.) 
Plurarke faith moreover, That to appeare fo abfolutely excellent in thefe leffe-neceffarte 
artsyis toproduce awitneffe againft himfelfe, to have ill pent his houres, and fondly beftowed 
his fiudy, which might better have beene iniployed td more behoovefuk and profitable ule. So 
chat Philip King ot Macedon; having heard eréat Alexander his fonne fing ata featt a vie 
with thebelt Mufitians : Arechox not albamed (Laid he unto him) ro fing fo well? And to the 
fame Philip, tid a Mufitian,gainft whem he'contended about his Art, God forbidsmsy Soves 
raigne,that ever fo much hurt fbould befall you, that you fhould underftand the[ethemgs better 
than my felf. A King ought to beable to afitwer, as Zpicrares did the Oxator who in hisin- 
vective urged him inthis manner: 42d what art thon thon fhouldft fobrave it? Art thona 
man at Armes? Arethouan Archer? Art thon a Pike-man? Lam none of allthofe, bur Lams 
he who command allthofe. And Axtithenes made it as an argument of little valour in //mses 
nize, When forme commended him to be an excellent Flutift. Well I wot, that when T’heare 
fone give themfelves to imitate the phrafe of my Eifayes; I would rather havethem-hold 
their peace: They doc not fomuch raife the words,as deprefle the fenfe ;’ fo much the more 
fharply,by how much more obliquely. Yet ain Tdeceived if fome others take not more hold 
onthe matter ; and how well or ill foevet,ifany writer hath fcattered the fame\ecither more 
materiall,or at leaft thicker on his paper: That I may colleé the more,I doe but hnddle up 
the arguments or chiefe heads. Let me but adde what followesthem, T {hall daily incteafe 
this volume. And-how many ftories have glanced at therein,that fpeakenot a word ,which 
whofcever fhaluntold may from them draw infinite Effayes? Nor they,nor thy allegations 
doe eyer ferve fimply for examples authoritic, or ornainent. I doenot only refpect them for 
the ufe] draw from them. They often (beyond my purpof) produce the feed of'a richer fub- 


ject, and bolder matter,,and often collaterally, a more harmonioustune, both for me, that 
will exprefleno more inthis place,and for thern that fhall hit upon my tune, 

Bur returning to vertue, J fizd no great choice, berweene bins that tan fpeake nothing bat 
evill,and one that caztalke nothing but to talke well. Non est ornamentum virtle coucinnit dé, 
Finencffe is no great grace for a manW se men faysthat werefpett ofknowledgesthere ts nothing 
but Phslefophy and mregard of effets but Verine ; which is generally fit forall degrees,and 
for al orders Something there is alike inthefe two other Philofophers; for they alfopromife 
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eterniti¢e tothe Epittles,they write to their friends, But after another fafhion, and to a good 
purpofe,accommodating themfelves to others vanitie; For they fend them word, that if care 
to make them{clves knowen unto future ages,and refpect of renowne, doth yet retaine them 
in the managing of affaires, and makes them feare folitarinefle, and a retired life, to which 
they would call them,thatthey take no more paines for it: forafmuch asthey have fufficient 
credit with pofteritic, by anfwering them ;, and were it but by the Epiftles they write unto 
them,they willmake their name as famous, and as farre knowen, as all their publike aétions 
might doe.Befides this difference,they are not frivolous,idle, and triviall Epiftles, and only 
compact and held together with exquifite choife words, hudled-up and ranged toa juft 
fmoothecadence,but ftuftt and full of notable fayings, and,wifefentences; bvwhich aman 
doth not only become more eloquent, but more wife, and that teach us,notto fay well, bur 
te doc. well, Fie.on that eloquence,which leaves us with a defire of it,and not of things : un- 
leffea man will fay, that Ciceroes being fo exceedingly perfect, doth frame it felfe a bodyof 
perfection, Iwill further alleage a ftorie,which to this purpofé we reade of him, to make us 
palpably feelehis naturall condition. He wasto make an Oration in publike,and being ur- 
ged betimes to prepare himfelfe for it,Evos one of his fervants came to cel him the Auditorie 
was deferred till the morrow next ; he was fo glad ofit,that for fo good newes he gave him 
his libertie, Touching thisfubject of Epifties, thus much I will fay ; It isa worke wherein 
my friends are of opinion I can doe fomething : ‘And fhould more willingly have underta. 
ken to publith my gifts,had I had whoto {peake unto. It had beene requifire'(as I have had 
other times ) to-haye hada certaine commerce to draw me on,to encourage me, and to up- 
hold me.For,to goe about to catch the winde in a net,as others doe,] caunot ; aad itis but a 
dreame. 1am afworne enemieto all falfifications. I fhould have beene more attentive, and 
morcaffured, having a friendly and trong direétion, than to behold thedivers images of 
whole multitude :and J am deceived, ifit had not better fucceeded with me,] have natural! 
acomical and familiar ftile: But aftera maner peculiar unto my felf,inept toall publike Ne- 
gotiations,anfwering my fpeech, which is alcegether clofe,broken,and particular: ] haveno 
skill'in.ceremonious letters, which haveno other fubftance, buta fairecontexture of come 
plemental phrafes and curteous words.. I have notaftener faculty of thefe tedious offers of 
ferviceand affection. I believe not fo much as is faid, and am nothing pleafed to fay more 
than I believe. Itis farre from that which is ufed now.adaies : For,there was never fo abjegt 
and fervile a proftitution of prefentations ; fife, foule,devotion,adoration, fervant, flave; all 
thefe words are fo generally ufed,that w henthey would exprefle a moreemphaticall intent 
and xe{pective will, cliey have no meanes left themto expreffe it, I deadly hate to hearea, 
fiatterer: which isthe cau{c I naturally affect a pithy, finnowie,drie, round, and harfh kind 
of{peach; which,of fuch as haveno further acquaintance with ine, is judged to encline to 
difdaine. honor them moft,whom Lfeeme totegard leaft : And where my mind marcheth 
moft cheerefully,: often forget the {teps of gravitie: And I offer my felfe but faintly and 
rudely to thofe whofe I am indeed, and prefent my felfc leaft, to fuch as Thavemoft given 
my felfe. Me thinkes they fhould read it inmy heart, and that the expreffion of my words, 
wrongeth my conception. To welcome,to take leaye, to bid farewell, to give thanks, to fa 
lute,to prefent my fervice,and fuch verball complements of the ceremoniall lawes of aur ci- 
vilitic.. know no man fo fortifhly-barren of {peech,as my felfe.And I wasneyer imployed 
toindite Letters of favour or commendatorie, but he for whom they were, judged them 
drie,barren,and faint. The Italians are great Printers of Epiftles, whereof I thinke I havea 
hundred f{everall Volumes, deeme thofe of Hanniball Caro to bethe beft. If all the paper I 
have heretofore {Cribled for Ladies were extant, at whattime my hand was truly tran{por- 
ted by my paffion, 2 man fhouldhaply find fome page worthy to be communicated unto 
idle and.fond- doting youth, embabuinized with this furic, Lever write my letters in poft- 
haft, and {o rafhly-head long, that howbeit I write intolerablyill, I had rather write with 
mine owne hand, than imploy another : for find noncthat.can follow me, and Inever 
copythemoveragaine, I. have accuftomed thofe great perlons that know me, to endure 
blots, blurs, dafhes, and botches, iamy letters, and a fheete without folding or margine, 
Thofethat coft me,either moft labouror ftudie,are they that are leaft worth. When Ionce 
beginco trailethem,itis a figne my mind is net upon them.] commonly begin without pro- 
ject: the fir. word begets the fecond, Our moderne letrets are more fraught is iy 
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ders, and prefaces, than with marter,as [ had rather write ¢wo, than fold and. make up one, 
which charge commonly refigne to.others :Solikewile when the matcterisended I would 
willingly give another che charge,to addethef& long orations,offers, praicrs, and imprecati- 
ons,which we placeacehe end of cher and wifh:hartily,foine new fathion would ditcharge 
us of them, Asallotofuperfribe them with alegend of qualities, ticles ,andicalliags where. 
in, IeAlmighthavecripped, [have often times omitted writing, efpecially tomen of Ju- 
ftice, Lawyers,and Fiaanciers.So many innovatioas of offices,to difficult a difpentation and 

ordinance ofdiversnamesand titles of hoaour, which being fo.dearely boug'it, cam neither 

be exchanged or forgotten withoxtoFeace, Llikewile find it graceleffe and idly-fond, to 

chargethe front and inlcriptioa of the many bookes, and pamphlets, which we daily caufe 

to beimprinted with them, 


CH avs: XL, 


That the tafte of ¢: 10S OF evils doth greatly dependon the 
opinion we have of them. 


Ex(faith av ancient Grecke fentence)are tormented by the opinions they have of things, 
M and not by things themfelves At were agteat conquelt for the eafe of our miferable hus 
mane condition, if any man could eftablith every where this true propofition, For if evils 
havenoentranceinto us, but by our judgement, it feemech that it lieth in our power, cither 
tocontemne or turne them co our good. If things yeeld themfelves unto our mercie, why 
fhould wenot have the fruition of them, or apply them to our advantage ? If that which we 
eall evill and torment, be neither torment,nor evill,buc that our fancie only gives it chat qua- 
litie, it is in us to change it:and having the choice of it,ifnone compell us, we are very fooles, 
tobandy forthat partic, which isirkelome unto us: and to give infirmities, indigence, and 
contempt,a fharpe and ill tafte, if we may give thema good : And if fortune fimply affoord 
us the matter, it lieth in us to give it the forme. Now thatthat.which we terme evill,is not fo 
of it felfe, or at lealt, fuch asit is, that it depends of usto give it another tafke, and another 
countenance (fer all comes to one ) letus {ee whether it can bemaintained. Ifthe originall 
being ofthofe chings we feare, had the credit of it’s owne authoritie to lodge it fclfe inus, 
alike and femblable would it lodge inal! : For men beall of one kind, and except the moft 
or leaft, they are furnifhed with like meanes cojudge, and inftrumentstoconceive, But the 
diverfitie of opinions,which we have of chofethings,doth evidently fhew,that but by coms 
ofitionthey never enter intous. Someone peradventure doch lodge them in himielfe, as 
they areimefizuce, butathoufand others give them anew being,and acontrarie. Weac- 
compt of death, of povertic,and of forrow,as of our chiefeft parts. Now death, which fome 
ofall horrible thingscall the moft horrible, who knowes not, how others callit, the ouly 
haven of clus lives-torments ? the foveraigne good of nature ? theouly ftaie of our libertic 2 
and the ready and common receit of our evils? And as fome doe fearefully-trembling, and 
fenflefly-atirighted, expe hercomming, othersendure it more cafily than life : And one 
eomplaineth of her facilitie ; 


> 
Murs utinam pavidos vite fubducere notes, 
Sed virtus te foladaret 
O death ! I would hou would’tt let cowards live, 
That refolv’d valour might thec only give ! 

But let us leave thefe glorious minds: Theodorus anfwered Lyfimachus,whothreatned to 
killhim: Thon {halt doe a great exploitro come to the firength of a Cantharides. The greatelt 
number of Philofophersare found to have either by deligne prevented, or haftned and fur 
thered theirdeaths, . How many popular perfons are fecn brought unto death, and not toa 
fimple death, but entermixt with fhame,& fometimes with gricvous torments,to embrace it 
with fuch an uadaunted aflurance;fome through ftubborne wilfulnefle, other fomethrough 
anaturall fimolicicie,in whom 1s nothing feenc changed from their ordinarie fiom ois 
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ling their domefticall atfaires,recoimmending themfelyes unto their friends, preaching fing - 
4ng,and entertaining the people's yca,anid fometimes uttering words ofjefting and laughter, 
and drinking to their acquaintance, as well as Socrates ? One who wasled tothe gallowes, 
deficed it mjvht not be thorow-fuch’a (treet, for fearea Merchant fheuld feta Serjant on his 
backe, for an old debt. Another wifhed the hang-man not to touch histhroat,left hee fhould 
make him (wowne with laughing becaufe hee was fo ticklith. Another anfwered his confef= 
for, who promifed him he fhould fup that night with our Saviour in heaven, Goe thither 
your felfeto fupper, for Lufe rofaft a nights, Another upon the Gibbet calling for drinke, 
‘and the hang-man drinking firft, faid, hee would not drinke after him, forfeare hee fhould 
takethe pox of him, Evetieman hath’heardthe tale ofthe Piccard, who being upon the 
fadder ready to be throwen downe, there was a wench prefented unto him, with this otfer 
(asin fone cafes our lawdoth fometimes tolerate) thatif hee would marricher, his life 
fhould be faved, who after he had a while beheld her,and perceiving that fhe halted ,faid ha- 
ftily, Away,away good hang-man,make anend of thy bufines fhe limps. The like is reported 
ofaman in Devmarke, whobeing adjudged'to have his head cut off, and being upon the 
{caffold had the like condition offered him, but refufed ic,becaufe the wench offered him was 
jaw-falac,long checkt,and fharpe-nofed.A young lad at Tholovs,being accufed of herefie,in 
all points touching his betcefe,referred himfelfe wholly to his Matters faith, (a young fcho- 
larthat was in prifon with him») and rather chofe to die, than hee would be per{waded his 
Matter could etre, We reade of thofe of the Towne of Arras, 2t whattime King Lew# the 
eleventh tooke it,that amoneft the common peopleimany were found, who ratherthan they 
would fay, God fave the King,{uftered themnfelves to behanged. And of thofe bafe-minded 
jefters of butfons,fome have beenc feene,that even at the point of death, would never leave 
their jefting and {coffing. He whom the headf-man threw off from the Gallowes, cried ont, 
Row the Gally, which was his ordinariéby-word. Another,who being at his laft gafpe,his 
friends had laid him upona pallet alongft the fire-lide, thereto breathe nis laft, the Phyfi- 
tian demanding where his griefe pained, him ? anfwered, betweene the bench and the re : 
And the Prieftto give him the laft unction, feeking for his feet, which by reafon of his ficke- 
nieffe were fhrunken up,h¢ told him,My good friend you fhal finde them at my leeges ends, 
if you looke well. To another that exhorted him to recommend himfelfe to God, he asked, 
who is going to him ? And the fellow anfwering, your felfefhortly : If it be his 900d plea- 
fure,I would to God it might be te motrow night, replied he: Recommend but your felfe to 
him {aid the other,and you fhall quickly be there: Iris beft then,a afwered he,that my felfe 
carry mine ownecommendationsto him. Inthe kingdome of Nar/izga,even at this day their 
Priefts wives are buried alive with the bodies of their dead husbands, All other wives are 
burnt at their husbands fancrals not only conftantly but cheerfully. When their King dicth, 
his wives, his concubines,his minions,together with al his officers and fetvants,which make 
a whole people, prefent themfelves fo merrily unto the fire, wherein his body is burned that 
they manifettly feeme to efteeme it asa great honour, to accompanic their deceafed matter 
to his afhes. During our la(t warres of Mzllame,and fo many takings, loffes,miferies,and ca- 
lamicies of that Citie, the people impatient of fo many changes of fortune, tookefuch ares 
folutionuntodeath, that Ihave heard my father fay, he kept accompt of five and twentie 
chiefe houfholders,that in one weeke made them-felves away:An accident which hath fome 
affinitie wich that of the Xanthians,who being befieged by Brarws,did pell-mell-headlong, 
men, women, and children precipitate them-felves into {0 furious a defire of death, thatno. 
thing can be performed to avoid death, which thf did not accomplith to avoid life:So thar 
Brutus had much adoe, to faves yerie fall number ofthem. Every opinion is of fafficient 
ower to take hold of aman inrefpect of life. The firft Article of that couragious oath, 
which the Countrie of Greece did {weare, and keepe, in the Median warre, was, that every 
articular man fhould rather change his life unto death, than che Perfian lawes fortheirs, 
What a world of peoplearc daily. feenein the Turkith warres,and the Gra¢ians, more wil- 
ling to embracea fharpe,a bitter,and violent death ,thanto be uncircumcized and baptized? 
An example whereof no religion is incapable. The Kings of Ca/fite having banifhed the 
ewes out oftheir Countrie, King Zohn of Portugal foreight crownes a man, fold them a 
retreit in hisdominion, fora certaine time, upon condition (the time expired) they fhould 


ayoid, and he find them fhips to tranfport them into Affreke. Theday of their departure 
come, 
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come, which paft, ir wasexpreficd, that fucl yed, fhould for ever remaine 


hich 


) 
bond-flaves;. fhips were provided them, but very {carceand {paringly : And thofe w 
were imbarked, were forudely,churlithly,and villainoufly ufed, bythe paflengers and mar- 
riners:’ who befides infinite other indignites, loitred fo long on the feas, now forward, now 
backward, that in theend, they had confumed allrheir victuals, and were forced, if chey 
would keepe themle!ves aiive,co purchafe fome of them, at fo éxceffive arate, and fo long, 
that they were never ferafhore, rillthey had brought them f@ bare, that they had nor hing 
‘orted to thofe 
thar were yet on land, moft ofthem refolved to yeeldand continue bond-flaves: whereof 


fome made afemblanceto change their religion, Emaavel that immediately fuccecded Johy, 
being come tothe Crowne, firft {et them at libertie, then changing hisminde, commanded 
- = a 


leftthem buttheir fhirts. The newes of this barbarous inhumanitiebeing repo 


them to depart out of his dominions,and fortheir patiages afligned them three porcs.He ho- 
ped,as Bifhop Oforins reporteth,(a Lacine Hiftorian of our ages,not to be defpifed that the 
fayor of the libertie,to which he had reftored them, having failed to convertthem.unto Chris 
ftianitie,the difticultic to commit themlelves unto marriners and pyrates robberies, to leave 
a Countrie wherethey were fetled with great riches,for to goc feeke unknowen and ftrange 
regions, would bring them into Portagallagaine. But fecing all his hopes fruftrate,and that 
they purpofed to patle away, hee cut off two of the three ports he had promifed them, that 
fo the tedious diftance and incommoditie of the paflage might retaine feme, or rather that 
he might havetine meaneto affemble them all cogether inone place, fora fitter opportunitie 
of the cxecution he intended, which wasthis. Hee appeinted that all their childrenunder 
fourteene yeares of age, fhould be taken from outthe hands of their parents, and removed 
from their fight and converfation, to fome place where they might be brought up, and in- 
ftrugted in our religion. Hefaith that this effect caufed an horrible {peétacle: Thenaturall 
affection betweene the fathersand the children ; moreover the zeale unto their ancient faith, 
ftriving againftthis violent ordinance. Divers fathers and mothers were ordinarily feeneto 
kilithemfelyes, and witha more cruell example through compafiion and love, to throw 
their young children into pites and wells, thereby to fhun the Law. The terme which he 
had prefixed them being expired, for want of other meanes, they yeelded unto thraldome. 
Some became Chriftians, from whofe faith and race, even atthis day ( for itis am hundred 
yearesfince) few Portugalls a(fure themfelves; although cuftome, and length of time be 
much more forcible counfcliors unto fiich mutations, thanany ether compulfion, Inthe 
Towne of Caftelnaw Darry,morethan fifty. Albigeois, all heretikes,at onetime, v itha de- 
termined courage, fitfred themfelves to be burned alive, all in one fame fire, before they 
would secant and difavow their opinions. Ouories non modo duttores noftri, fed univer fi 
etiam exercitus, ad nox dubiam mortem concurrerunt? How often have, not only our Leader 
(faith Tilly) bur alfo our whale armies ran rommdly together to an undoubted death? [have 
feene one of my fainiliar friends runne furioufly on death, wich fuch, and fo deepely in his 
heart rooted affection, by divers vifages ofdifcourfe, which J coukd never fuppreflein him, 
and to the firft that offered it felfe masked with a luftre of honour, without apprehending 
any fharpe or violent end, cherein to precipitate himfelfe, We have many examples in our 
daies, yea in very children, of fuch as for feare of fome flight incommoditie have yeelded 
untodeath. And cothis purpofe faith an ancient Writer, what fhall we not fearc,if wefeare 
that, which cowardife it felfe hath chofen for her retrait? Heereto huddle up a long bead 
rowleofthof of all fexes,conditions, fects, in mott happy ages, which exher have expected 
death moft conftantly or fought for it voluntarily,and not oaly fought to avoid the evils of 
this life, bur fome,only to fhun the facietie ofliving any longer :and tome, for the hope of a 
better condition elfewhere,] fhould never have done. Fhenuimber is fo infinite, that verily it 
Would be aneafier matter for me to reckon up thofe that have feared the faaxe. Oaly this 
more. Ps7o the Philofopher, finding himlelfe upona verytempeftuous day ina boat,fhewed 
them whom he perceived to be moft afftighted through feare, and encouraged them by the 
exampleof an hog,that wasamongft then, and feemed to take no care at all for the {torme : 
Shall wee thendare to fay, thartheadvantage of reafon, whereat we feeme fo much to re- 
joyce,and for whofe refpect weaccount our felves Lords and Empercurs of all other crea~ 
tures, hath beene infuled inte us for our torment ? What availeth the knowledge of things tf 
through them we become more demiffe ? lf thereby weelofethe reft and tranquillitie wherein 
we 
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we fhould be without them ? and ifitmakes us of worfe condition than was Pirrhos hog ? 
Shall we employ the intelligence, heaven hath beftowed upon us for our greateft good tO 
ourruine? repugning natures deffeigne and the univerfall order and viciffitude of things, 
which implicth that every man fhould ufé his inftruments and meanes for his owne commo- 
ditie? Wel(will fome tell me)let your rule fit you againft death; but what will you fay of in- 
digence and neceffitie ? what will you alfo fay of minde-grieving forrow, which Ari/tippus, 
Hieronymus, and moft of the wifeft have judged the laft evill >and thofe which denied the 
fame in words, confeffed the fame in effect? Poffidonius being extremely tormented with a 
fharpe and painfull ficknefie, Pompey cameto fee him, and excufed himfelfe he had chofen 
fo unfit an houre to heare him difcourfe of Philofophy: God forbid ( anfwered Poffidonins 
that ever paine hould fo farre ufurpe upon me, as to hinder me from difcourfing of fo worthy a 
fusbjekt. And thereupon began to fpeake of the contempt of paine.But there whilft the plaied 
her part, and unceflantly pinched and urged him ;_ gainft whom hee exclaimed: Paixe,dee 
what thon liff,l foallnever be drawne to f2y,that thon art an evill. That fayirg, which they 
would make of fiuch confequence,what doth it inferre againft the contemptof paine?itcon- 
tends butfor the word. And if the pangs thereof move him notthere-whilft, why breakes 
heoff his difcourfe for it? Whythinks heto worke a great exploit, not to call itan evill> 
Alldoth not confit ia imagination. Heere we judge ofthe reft.Itis aflured learning that here 
doth play her part, ourowne fenfes arc Judges of it, 

Qus nsfi {unt veri; ratio quogne falfa fit oments. 

Which fenfesif they be not true, ® 

All reafon’s falfe,it muft enfie. 

Shall we make our skin beleeve, the firipes of a whip doe tickle it ? and perfwade our 
tafte,that Aloes be wine of Graves ? Pirrbes hog is here in our predicament. He is nothin 
danted at death, but if you beat him,he will grunt,ctie and torment himfelfe.Shall wee force 
the generalllaw of nature, which in all living creatures under heaven is feene to tremble at 
paine ? The very treesfeeme to groane at offences. Death is but felt by difcourfe,becaufeit is 
the motion of an inftant. 

Ant futt,ane venictnibil eft prafenris inilla, 

Death hath come, or it will not miffe; 

But in it nothing prefent is. 

Mor{qne minus poens,ynam mora mort: habet. 

Deaths pain’sleile,roundly aged, 

Than when death is protracted. 

Athoufand beafts, a thoufand men, arefooner dead than threatned. Befides, what wee 
principally call feare in death, itis paine her cuftomaric fore-runner.Nevertheleife if we muft 
give credit toan ancient father, AZalans mortem vor facit, wifi quod fequitur mortem. No- 
thing but what follows dzath,makes death to be evi, And I might mote truly fay,that neither 
that which goeth before, northat which commeth after, is no appurtenance of death, we 
falfely excuie our felves, And J find by experience, that it israther the impatience of the ima- 
ginationofdeath, thatmakes us impatient of the paine, and that we feele ittwo-fold grie. 
yous, forafinuch as it threats us todie, But reafon accufing out weaknefle, to feare fo fudden 
athing founavoidable, fo infenfible; we take this other more excufable pretence. Allevils 
that have no other danger, but of theevill, wecount them dangerlefle, Thetooth-ach, the 

aine of the gowe, how grievous foever, becaufe they kill not, whoreckoneth them in the 
number of maladies? Well, fuppofethat iu death weeefpecially regard the paine: As alfo 
povertiehath nothing to be feared for, but what fhe cafteth uponus through fainine, thirft, 
cold, heat, and other miferies, itmakes us feeleand endure. So have we nothing to doe bur’. 
with paine. I will willingly grant them, that it isthe worft accident of ourbeing, For,) 1 
am the man that hate and {hun it-asmuch as poffible may be;_ becaufe hitherto ( thanks 
beuntoGod ) I have nocommerce or dealing with her: Butit is in our power, if not to 
diffanull, at leaft todiminifh the fame, through patience : And though the body fhould be 
moyed thereat, yetto keepe the minde and reafon in good tempér. And ifit were not fo,who 
then hath brought yertue, valour, force, magnanimitie, and refolution intocredit ? Where 
fhall they play their part,iftherebeno morepainedefied? ed vida eft periculi virtus, Ver- 
tue i6 defirows of danger. If aman mult nordieon the hard ground, armedat all wing to 
endure 
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re the heat of the {corching Sunne, to feed hungerly upon a horfe,or at afle, tofee hiny. 
; 


felfe mangled and cut in peeces, to have a bullet plucke out of his bones, to fuffer incifians 


his ficth to be ftitcht up,cauterized,and feavched,all incident toa martiall man; bew fhall 
we purchafe the advantage and preheminence, which we fo g 
fort > Irisfar from avoiding the evilland paines of ity.as wile meniay, that of ations 
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reedily {eek after, overtheyul- 


sat 
equally good%one fhould moft be withed to be done, wherein is molt paine and. griefe, Vox 
ening bilaritate ec lafcivia rif ant joco comite levitatis, fed Sepe eriamstriftes firmitate & 
confiantia [-nt beati. For men are not happy by mirthfulneffes or wantonneffe, or laughing, or 
jeftizg which ws the compantonof lightneffe; but often, even thofe that are forrowfull, through 
thew ftrong heart and conftancie, Aud therefore wasit impoflible to periwade our fathers, 
that conquelts atchieved; by maine-force, inthe hazard of warre,were not more available 
and advantageous,than thote obtained in all {ecuritie by practices and ftratagems. 

Letius est, quoties magno fib: conftat houeftum. 

Honefty makes chiefelt cheare, 

Whenit doth coftit felfe moft deare. 

Moreovet,chis ought to comfort us,that naturally, if paincbe violent, it is alfo fhort; if 
long, it is ealie: Segravis, brevis ; filongustevis. If ithe grievows; it ts {hort ; af it be long, 
it os light. Thou fhalt not feele it ever long ; if thoufeele it over much, it will eathereind ic 
felfe,or end thee: Allcomestoone: If thou bearenot it, it will bearethee away. CMemis 
nevis Mmaximos morte (i017 t,parvos multa babere intervalla requtet is 3 meedtoctine nos effe do- 
minos: ut frtoleynbiles fint; feramus: fin minus, e vita, quum ea non placeat, tanquame 
theatro excamuss Rexssmaber the greateft are ended with deathsthe leffer have many paufes of 
refi; we are mafters of the meane ones : (0 assf they be tolerable, we may beare them ; if nats 
we may make an Exit fiom our life which doth not pleafesas from a ftage. Voat which makes 
us cndure paine with fuch impatience, is,chat weare not accuftomed to take our chiefe con- 
tentment in the foule, and that we doe nor fufficiently rely on her}, whois the only, and fo- 
veraigne miltris of our condition..The body hath (except the leat or moft) but one courte, 
and.one byafe, Thefoule is variable in all manner of formes, and rangeth to her felfe, and to 
her eftate, whatfoever it be, thefenfes ofthe body, and allother accidents, Thereforemutt 
the be, ftudied ,enquired,and fought-after sand her powerfull {prings and. wards fhould be 
rowzed up. Theres neither reafon,nor prefcription,nor forte can availe againft her inelina- 
tion and choife. Of fo infinit byafes, that fhe hath in her difpofition, let us allow het one ius 
table and fit to our reft_and prefervation; Theo fhall wenot only be fheleered from all oft 
fence, but if it pleafe her, alfo gratified and flattered of all grievances and evils, She indiffes 
rently makes profit of all ;.evenerrours and dréames,doe profitably beftcad her, asa loyall 
inatter,to bring us unto fafecic and.contentment, It may eafily be feen, that the point.of our 
fpirit,isthat which flharpueth both paine and pleafure in us, Beafts wanting the fame, leave 
their free and naturall fenfes unto their bodies. : and by confequence, fingle well-nigh if 
every kind,as they flew by thefemblable application of their movings, If ia our membess 
wedid not trouvlethe jurifdigtion, whichin thar belongsuntothem; it may be thoughe, 
we fhoald bethe better forit; and that nature hath given them a juft and moderate tempe- 
rature toward pleafure and toward paine, Andit cannot chufe but be good and juft; being 
equalland common, But (ince we have freed and alienated: our felves from. her rules, to 
abandon.our {elves unto theyagabond libertie. of our fantafies : let usat-lea(t help to bend 
them.to.the moft agreeing fide... Plato fearcthoour fharp.esgaging unto paine and volup- 
tuoufneile, forfomuch as he over-(trictly tieth\ahd bindeth the foule unto'thé body: Tam 
rather oppofit natolhim,becaufcicis fundred.and looféd from its. Even as anenemic hecom- 
meth more fariousewhen; we flie from him, fodoth pairie grow more proud if it fee wus 
trembleunder it, Ie-will ftoopeand yeeld upon better compotitions to him that fhall make 
head again{tit. .Amanimutt oppofeand bandy againft its. In.xecoyling and. giving ground , 
We calland draw-on,the rine threatning us, Even as the-body is morefteady and. firong 
toa charge, if it {tand ftiffely to it,fois the fonle, But levus come'toexamples preperly 
belonging unto weaksbackt men,as Lam, wherewe thall find ¢hat it iewith paine, as with 
ftones, which takeeither a higher or deeper colour, according tothe foyle that is laid under 
them, and holdeth no other place in uSthanwe give it. Tantune dolucreht, guantam dolori- 
bis fe infernerunt. So nancl they griewed, ae they snrerefedthemfelves ou griefes, We fecle a 
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dafh ofa chirurgions razor more than ten blows witha {word inthe heat offight. The pain- 
full throwes of childbearing deemed both by Phyfitians,and by the word of God to be ve- 
rie great, and which our women pafle with fo many ceremonies, there are whole Nations 
that make no reckoning ofthem. J omit to {peake ofthe Lacedemonian Women: but éome 
wetothe Swizzersof our Infanterie, what change doc you perceive in them > Butthac 
trudging and trotting after their husbands, to day you fee them cariie the child about their 
necke,which but yefterday they bare in their wombe.And thofe counterfeit roguing Gypti. 
ans, whereof formany are daily feene amoneft us, doe they not wath their children fo foone 
asthey are borne? and in the next River that comes to hand? Befidesfomany harlors,which 
daily fteale their children in the delivery as in the conception. The beauteous and noble 
Lady of Sabinus,a Roman Patritian, for the intereft ofothers,did alone, without any bodies 
helpe or affiftance, and without noife or groning endure the bearing and deliverie of two 
twins. A fimple lad of Lacedemon, having ftolne a Fox (for they more feared the fhame of 
their foolifhnefle in ftealing, than we feare the paine or punifhment of mif-deeds) and hi- 
ding the fame under hiscloakc, endured ratherto have his guts gnawne out by her, thanto 
difcover himfelfe. “Another who offering incenfeat a facrifice, {uffered his flefh to burne to 
the bone by a coale falne into his fleeve, rather than he would trouble that facred mylterie. 
And a great numbcrhave beene feene,for the only effay of vertuc, following their inftitution, 
that at the age of fevemyeares, without fo much as changing their countenance, hayeindu- 
redtobe whipped todeath, And Cicero hath feene whole troups, to beat one another fo 
long with their fifts, with their feet, and with their teeth, till chey have fainted and fallen 
downe halfe.dead,before ever they would confefle to be overcome. Nunquam natuYam mos 
vincerets eft enins eafemper inviita, [ed nos umbres, delirits otio,languore,defidia,animmm in~ 
fecimus : opinionib us maloque more delinitum. mollivimus. Cxftome {hould never overcome 
nature,for [be is frill invincible: but we have infeited our minde with jhadowes, daintineffe, 
idleneffe,faint-heartedneffe, flothfulnelevand have effeminared trizveagled with opinions and 
evill cuffome. Every man knows theftory of Scevola,who being entred the enemies campe, 
witha full refolution to kill their Chieftaine and having miffed of his purpofe;to checke his 
effect with a {trangerinvention, and tocleare*his country, confeffed unto Profenva, ( who 
was the King he intended to kill) not oaly his defligae, ‘but added moreover, that it his 
campethere werea great many Romanes, who had undertaken and: fworne the yerie fame 
enterprife,and were confederates with‘him. ‘And to make fhew of his dread-leile magnani- 
mitiey having caufeda pan of burning coales to! be brought, ‘he faw.and fuffred his right 
arme (itt penance tharit hadnoteffected his project )to be parched and wel-nigh rofted-off: 
jnatill fach time as“his enemie himfelfe, fecling akind of remorce-full horror, commanded 
thefiteto becaried away. What fhall we fay of him,that would not vouchfafe to leave,or fo 
much astointerruptthe reading of his booke, whil’/the had an incifion made into him ? 
And of him who refolved to'skofte and laugh, even in {pightand contempt of the tortures 
which were infli@ed upon him, fo that the raging cruelti¢ of the hangmen, that held him, 
audball the inventions of torments that could be devifed, being redoubled upon him, oncia 
chenecke of another;gave binvover ? But he was a Philofopher. What?of one of Cefars gla- 
diatots, who witha checrefull and fmiling countenance endured his:woundsto be flitand 
founded? Onis mediocrss gladiator ingemuit? Quss vultum matavit wnquam ? Ons non 
modo fherit; verums etiam decubuit turprter! Quis chm decubui et ferram rectpere jaffus,col- 
lum conrascit? What moane Fencer hath once groned? Which of them hath once changed his 
coumnenance? Which of thens neronly hath floodup, buteven falne with fhame ?. Which of 
shemwhen be-was dovne, andwas willedse take his death;did once fhrinkewn bis mecke? Buc 
Ict usjoynefome women unto them. Who hath not heard of her at Parss, which only to 
been frefher hew of anew skin, enduredto have her face flead all over? There arefome, 
who being found, :and in perfithealth, have had fometeeth puld-out, thereby to framea 
@ainticrand more pleafing yoyce; orto fet them inbetter order. How many examples of 
contemptof paine or fmart have we of that kind andfex? Whatcan they not doe? What 
will chey not doe ? What fearetheyto doe? So they: may but hope for fome amendment of 

their beautic ? 
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Who take great care to root.out their gray haire, 
And skin flead-off a new faceto repaire, 

Thave feene fome {wallow eravell,afhes,coales,duft,tallow,candles,and for the-nonce,la- 
bourand 'toyle themfelvesto {poile their ftomacke, only rorget a pale-bleake colour. To be- 
come flender in waft,and tohave a {trai ght {pagnolized body, what pinching, what git- 
ding, what cingling willthey not indure. ; “Yea foirietimes with yron-plates, with whale 
bones,and otherfuchtrafh, that their veryskin;: and qurake fiefh‘is eaten in and confumed 
tothebones; Whereby they fometimes worke their ownedeath, Itiscommontodivers 
nations of our times, to hure aud gafh chemfelwes in good carneft, to-give credit to their 
words, And our King reporteth fundrie cxamples,of what himfelfe faw in Polonta, and to- 
wards himfelfe, Bur befides what I know to have by fomebeene itnitated. in Frazce; when I 
came from the famous Parliament of Bless; Thad'a littlebefore feenea wench in Picardie to 
witnes the vehemenciec of her promifes,and-alfo her conftanciewith the bodkin fhe wore in 
her haire,to give her felfe foure or five thrufts in her armejwhich made her skin to crack and 
guth out bloud, The Turkes are. wontto wound and fcarrethemfelyes for their Ladies fakes, 
and that the marke may the betterappeare, and continue thelongery they-will prefeutly lay 
fire upon the cuttes;and to ftanch the bloud,and better to'forme the cicatricethey wil keepe 
it onan incredible while.Honeft men that have feene it, have written the faae and fwontie it 
untoane, And forten Afpers you fhall daily finde fore among(tthein, chat will givethemn- 
felvesa deepe gafh witha Scimitarie, either in their armes or thighes. Lam very glad wit 
neffes are fo ready at hand, where we have moft need of them : For, Chiittendomeaffors 
deth many. And after theexample of our holy guide,there have beene divers, who for devo- 
tion would needs beate the crotfe. We learne by a worthy teftimonie of religion, that Saint 
Lewes the King wore a haire-fhirt,untill fuch timeas he was fo'aged,that his confeflor gave 
himvadifpeniationfor it; and that every friday he cauled his prieftsto beat his fhoulders 
with five little yronchaines, which to that purpofe were ever caried with'his uightgeare, 
William our lat Duke of Gasenne,father tothat Eleoore,who transferred thac Dutchy unto 
the houfes of Franceand England, thelaft ten ortwelve yeares of his lite, for penance-fake 
were continually acorfelet, under a religious habit. Foxtkes Earle of Aniou went to Jerula- 
lem,there with a rope about hismecke, to be whipped by two of his fervants, before out Sa- 
viours fepulclire.Doe we notupomevery good-friday, in fundrie places; feea great number 
of meiiand women, fcourge and beat themtelves fo long, till they brufe and teare their fleth, 
even tothe bones? I have often feene it my felfe, and that without enchantment; And fome 
fay (forthey are masked ) therewerefome amoneft them,who for monie would undertake 
thereby to, warrant other mens religion, by a contempt of finact-full:paine, fo much the 
greater, by how much the {tings of devotion are of more farce, than thofeofcoveroufies. 
OQ. Maxinens buried his fon who had beene Contitll: ALzrene Cato his, being elected Pretor; 
and L. Pawlusbothhis, within few daies, with fo checrefull and {erled a countenance. and 
without any fhew oriorrow, I have fometimes by way of jelting told one,that he had con- 
fronted divine jultice : For,the vielent death of three tall children of his, comming unto his 
eares all upon one day,and feng him,as jt may beimagined,as a great {courge: he was {ofarre 
from mourning, that he rather tooke it as a fayour and fingular gratification at Gods:hand. 
I doe not follow thefe monftrous bumors. Yet have [loft cwo or three iy felfe,whilft chey 
were young and at nurce,if not without apprehention of forrow ; yet without contintlance 
of griefesAnd there te no accident woundeth men deeper, or geeth foneerethe heartjutheloffe 55° 
of children. Lee divers orher common occafions of affliction, which were Laflailéd bythein, s» 
Ithould {carcely feele.. And: have coutemned and neglected fame, whenit hath pleated 
God to vifit me with them, on which the world fetteth {> ugly and balefulla couatenanee, 
that I hardly dare boaft ofthem without blu thing. Ex quo sntellag tur, ton innatura,fed tn cic, ib.bz: 
opinione effe agretudinem.W hereby it is underftood,that gricfe confijteth not in mature,but opi- 
wien. Opinion is a powet-full,bould,and unmeaturable party, Who doth ever fo greedily 
{earch after teft-fulleafe and quietnes, as Alexander and Cafar have done after difficulties 
and unquietuefle? Terez,the fatherof Sitalcez,was wontto fay that when he had xo warres, 
hee thought there was ne difference betweene him and lyis horfe-keeper, ‘Carethe Confuil; to 
aflure himfelfe of certaine townes in Spaine, having only interdi¢ted fome Of their inhabi- 
talits fo Weare armes,many of them killed themfelves : Ferox cans nullare vitans rati ine ar- 
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wis effe. A fierce kinde of peoples. that thought there was no life withourarmes. How many 
know wee who haveabandoned and forfakemthe pleafureof an’ eate-full’and quict life in 
their houfes,and to live with theit friends arid acquaintance;to follow thetoyling-hortor of 
unfrequented deferts, and that-ycelded arid:caft them{tives unto the abjectneffe, contempr » 
and vilifying of the world ,wherwith they havefo pleafedthernfelves as nothing nore; Car. 
dinall Boremeus,who dicd lately at Ads/ane,in the trid{t of the pleafiwres and debawclaes'to 
which his Nobilitie,and the greatriches he-pofletted enticed him, scrtheayre of Jta/jattor 
ded him,and his youth allured shim, did everkeep himfelfe in fo an aufterc formic of lite; that 
the fame gowne which ferved'him in Suinmer he worem wister. Heneverlay<batupon 
fisaw; che houres which hemight conveniently {pate fronrhis charge;he’beltowed ia eonti- 
nual ftudy,ever kneeling and having a {mal quantitie of breatand water by his bookes fie, 
which was all the provifiomforshis repaft,and time lie employed in fuddyct know fomewho 
wittingly have drawneboth profit and preferment fronrcack oldrie, theonly name whereof 
is folyrkefome and bail-ful tofomany men. iffight benorthemoft néceflarieof our entes, 
at leaft is it the molt pleafirgsthemoft plavfible and profitable of out merabers,fecme thofe 
that ferve to beget us :notwith(tanding divershhave mortally hated themyonly becaufé the 
wereover much amiable,andfortheir worths-fake have rejected them Sothought hefhis 
cies, that voluntarily putthemout, The moft commonandfoundeft part of men, holdeth 
multitude of children to be'afigne of great happinefleand comfort;So doT,and many others, 
the want of them.And when Thales was demanded Wherfore he did xovmarric,he anfwered , 
becaufe he would leave no iffue or line of himfelfe bebinde him. That ouropinion endeareth 
and increafeth the price of things, it is feene in a.great number of them,which wedo notie- 

ard to eftecmne them; but for our ufe. And weneithercontider their qualities nor utilities, 
But only our coft to recover and atraine them ;\as ifit were aipart of their fubftance; and'we 
call that worth in themnot what they bringus, but what we bring to chem. Accordirig as it 
weigheth and is ofconfequence, fo it ferveth.Wherupon I perceive, weare thriftie husbands 
of what we lay out.Our opinionnever fuffersitto run afilfe gallop. The price civeth a Dia- 
mend his title difficultie to verene,paine unto devotion, and foarpneffe uma Phyficke, Sucha 
one tocome unto povertie,caft thofe fewe crownes he had into the fame fea, wherin fo many 
others, with fuch carke,dangersand.care, on all:parts feckero ith for riches, Epicurw faith, 
that tobe rich ss no eafe,but a charge of affaires. Verily ,itasmot want, but rather plentiethat 
caufeth avarice.] will fpeakeofmine owne experience, conterning this fiubject-I have lived in 
three kinds of condition, fince came out of my ivfancic. ‘The firft time,-whichcontinied 
well-nightwentic yearcs, 1 have paft it over,as one who had no other means bat cafual and 
depending from the direétion and helpe ofothers ; without any certaine maintenance, or re- 
gular prefcription. My expences were fo much the more carcicflely layed out, and lavifhly 
employed, by how much more they wholy depended on fortunes rafhnefie and exhibition. 
Inever lived fo well at eafe: my fortune was never to findemy friends purfe fhuc : befides 
which,I was toframe my felfero all neceffities:the care [tooketo pay every nan ac his pre- 
fixed day, which atheufand times they have prolonged, {eeing rhe care [tooke to fatisfie - 
them, Sothat I had gotten unto my feltethe credit of athriftie kind of good husbandrie, 
though it were fomething fhifting and deceitfuls I donaturally feele a kind of pleafing con- 
tentment in paying of my debts,asif I rid my felfe ofa burthenous weight,and free my felfe 
from the yoakeof bondage and ingratitude.Belidcs methinks feele a kinde of delight,that 
tickleth meto the quick, in performing a lawfully jutt action,and contenting ofothers.2ex - 
cept payments that require delayes,covenants,and after reckonings : for, if] finde any body 
that willundertakethem,1 blufhingly and injurioufly deferre them as-longas I can,for feare 
of that altercation or wrangling,to which my humor and mannerof {pcech isaltogetherin- 
compatible. There is nothing I hate more than driving of bargaines: It is a meere commerce 
of dodging andimpudencie. After an houres debating and paltring, both parties will goe 
from their words and oaths forthe getting or faving of a fhilling : yeedid I borrow with 
great difadvantage, For, having no heart to borrow before others, or by word of mouth, I 
would adventure it upon a peece of paper, which with fome hath nogreat power to move or 
force to perfwade, and which greatly helpsto refufe, Iwas wont to committic fuccetle of 
my wantsmore freely and more careleflely untofortune,than I have done fince unto my wit 
and providence. Moft good husbands thinke it: ftrange and horrible to live onfuch uncer 
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tainties, but they remembernot, that moft menin the world live fo, How many good and 
well-borne men have heretofore, aud are daily feene to negleét and leave at fix and f 
their patrimonies and certaine goods, to follow and fecke after court. holy water, and wa- 
vering-favours of Princes and of fortune ; Cefar engaged and endebted himfclfe above a 
million of gold ,more than he was worthto become (afar. And how manly merchants and 
poore beginners, fet up and begin their trafiike by the fale of their farmes or cottages 
which they yenterto the Indias ? 
Tor per inepotentia freta ; ‘ 

In fo great {carcitie of devotion, we have thoufands of Colleges, which paife the time ve- 
ry conveniently, daily gaping and expeéting from the liberalitic ofthe heaveus, what they 
muft dine withall to morrow. Secondly ; they confider not, that this eertaintie on which 
they ground themfelves, it not much lefle uncertaine and hazardous,than haz ard it f-lfe.I fee 
miferie as neere beyond two thoufand crownes rent,asifit were hard at hand. For, befides 
that fortune hath many-many meanesto open a hundred gaps for povertie to entet at, even 
through the thicket of our riches, and that often thereisno meane betweene the higheft 
and loweft fortune. 
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And toturne all our defences,and raifings of high walles topfie-turvie : I find chat want 
and necefficic is by diverfeor different caufes, as ordinarily {eeneto accogipanie and follow 
thofechat are rich in goods,as thofe that have none ac all sand that peradveuture it is Loure- 
fe incommodious, when it is alone, than when it meeteth with riches: They rather 
come from order,than from receit : Faber eft (ue quifane fortune. Every man t the forger of 
his owne fortune. And methinkes thaca rich man, who isa edy, fullof bufineflecarke and 
toyle,and troubled in minde,is moremiferable, chan he that is fimply poore. L1 divssiis in- 
opes,quod genus egeftatis graviffinsnws oft.In thes abundance indigext,which 1 the moff grie~ 
vows kinde of indigence.T hericheft and greateft priaces areordiaarily urged by povertic aud 
need untoextreme neceffities. For, can any be more extreme, than thereby to become Ty- 
rants, and unjuft ufarpers of their fubjeéts goods, My fecond manner of life hath beenc to 
have monie; which when Ihad oncefingred, according tomy condition I fought to hoord 
up fome againft a rainie day; efteeming that it wasno having, unleffea man had ever fome- 
what befides his ordinarie expencesin poffeffion:and that a man fhould nor eruft chat good, 
which he muft live in hops to receive ; and that, be his hope never fo likely, hee may many 
wayesbe prevensed. For, I would fay untomy felfe; what if [ fhould be furprifed by this 
chance,or thataccident? What fhould I doe then ? And in purfuit of thefe yaineand vicious 
jimaginations, Tendevoured by hooke or crooke, and by wile or wit to provide by thisfu- 
perfluous {paring for all inconveniencesthat might happea : And [could anf{wer him, that 
wouldalleagethe number of inconvenicnces to be over infinit; which ifthey followed not 
all men,they accompanied fome, and haplythe greateftnumber. An apprehenfion which 
I did not paffe without fome painfull care. Tkeptthe macter fecrer, and I ( that daretay fo 
much of my felfe) would never fpeake ofiny money but falfly ; as others doe, who being 
rich, would feemeto be poore, or being poute would appearerich : and difpence with their 
confcience, never to witnefle fincerely whatthey are worth, “Oh ridiculous and fhamefull 
prudence. Did Itravell any where > me thought I was neverfufticiently provided ; and the 
more Thad laden my felfe with coine, the more 1 kad alfo burthened my felfe with feare : 
fomctimes of my wayes-fafttic othertimes of their truft that had the charge of my fumpters 
and baggace, whereof as fome others that know, me thouglit T was never throughly affu- 
red, except it were ftillin my fight. Left I my keyes or my purfe behind me >? how many 
fifpitions and thornie imaginations, and which is worfe, incommunicable,did unceflantly 
haunt me? My miude was ever‘on my halfepenncy; my thoughts ever chac way. The farmsme 
being rightly caff,there ts ever mare paine inkeeping, than in setteng of monic. If | did notal- 
together fo muchas I fay Lat the lealt endévoured to doe it, OF commoditie | had little or 
nothing. To havemmore meanes of expences, isever to have increafe of forrow. For (as faid 
Bion ) The hairie man doth grieve as much asthe bald, ifhe have hishairepulted owt. Aud 
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after you areonce ac cuftomed and have fixed _ thoughts upon a heape of monic, itisne 
longer at yourfervice; you darenot diminifh it; itis a building, which if you touch or 
take any part from it, you will thinke it will all fall, Neceffitie muft firlt pinch you by the 
throat, and touch youncere, before you will lay handsonit, And I fhould fooner pawne 
my clothes, or fell my horfe, with leffe care and compulfion, than makea breach intothar 
beloved purfe, which I keptin ftore. But the danger was, thata man can hardly prefixany 
certaine limits unto his defire(they ate hard to be found in chings a man deemeth good )and 
continue at one ftay in fparing: Aman fhalleverencreafe this heape, and augment it from 
one number to another ; yea fo long,till he bafely and niggardly deprive himtelfe of the en- 
joying of his owne goods,and wholy fixit on the fafe-keeping ofthem, and never ufechem. 
According’to this kind of ufage, thofe are the richelt people of the world, that hayethe 
charge of keeping the gates and walles of arich Cittic. Every monied man is covetous, ac- 
cording to mine opinion. Plato marfhalleth this humane or corporall goods; ealth beantie, 
firength,riches: And riches, (faith he,) are not blsnd,but cleere-fecsngsif they be ihaminated 
by w1[dome. Diony fins the younger, plaid a notable part; who being advertifed, that one 
Of his Siracwfans,had hiddena certaine treafure under the ground,commanded him to bring 
it unto him, which hedid, referving fecretly one part of it unto himfcife, with which hee re. 

moved his dwellingunto another Citie, where having loft the humor of hoarding up of 
treafure, began to live afpending and riotous kinde of life: which Dsouyfsheating, com- 

manded the remainder of his treafure,and which he had taken from him,to be reftored unto 

him; faying, That fithence he hadlearned bow to make wfe of it, hee did meoft willingly rede- 
liver the fame unto hing, L was fome yeares of the fame humour : I wot not what good De- 
mon did moft profitably remove me from it, liketothe Siracafan, and mademeto negleét 
my {paring. The pleafure Lapprehended of a farre and chargeable journey, having over- 
throwne this foolith imagination inme ; Fromwkich’] am falneintoa third kinde of life 
(1 {peake what I thinke of it ) afluredly much more pleafing and forniall:: whichis, that I 
meafure my garment according tomy cloth, and let my expences goe together with my 

comming in; fometimes the one, other-whilft.che other exceeds: Bur they are never farrea 
funder.I five frourhand to mouth, from day today,and haye L but to fupply my prefent and 
ordinarie needs, lam fatisfied : As forextraordinarie wants, all the provifions of the world 
willnot fuftice them, And itis folly to expeét- that fortune) will ever fufficiently armeus 
againft her {elfe.Iris with our owne weapons that we muftcombat her. Cafuall armes will 
betray us, when we fhall have moft necdofthem, If] lay up any thing,it is for the hope of 
fomeimployiment at hand, andnotto purchafe lands, whercof I have no need, but pleafure 
and delight. Vom eye cupidnm,pecniia ef : non effec emacens, vettigal et. It ws currant coine, 
wot to be coverous: it is athriftie income, nortobe fillbaying. {amneither poffetfed with 

feare,that my goods fhallfaile me, tior:with defire they fhould encreafe and multiply. .Di- 
vitiarums froitow est in coptas Copsam declarat {atictas.T he finit of riches is in pleistse : facie- 

tie content with enough, approves that plentic. And I fingularly gratifie my felfe this corre- 

&ion came upon mein anage naturally enclined to. covetoufnefle, and that Iam free frem 

that folly fo common and peculiar to old men,and the moft ridiculous ofall humane follies, 
Feraulez. who had pafled through both fortunes, and found , that encreafe of goods, was no 

accreafe ofappetite,to drinke,tocat,to fleepe,or to embrace his wife; and whoon the other 

fide felt heavily on his fhoulders,the importunitie of orderingand diregting his Occonomi- 

call affaires,as it dothon mine, determine with him(elfe to,contenta poore young man, his 

faithfull friend, greedily gaping after riches, and frankly made him a prefent donation of 
all his great and exceflive riches 3) asalforof thofe, he was likely everie day-to get by the li- 
beralitie and bountie of his good matter Cyrus,and by warre: alwaycs provided hee fhould 

undeitake to entertaineand finde him honeftly,and in good fort,as his guclt and fiend. In 

which eftate they lived afterward moft happily,and mutually content with the change of 
theit condition. ) 

Loe hearea part, I could willingly find in my heart to imitate.And I much commend the 
fortune of an old prelate, whomddee,to hay fo clearely given over hispurfe, his receits, 
and his expences,now to one of hischofen fervants, and now toanether, that he hath lived 
smany yeares as ignorant of his houfhold affaires, as any ftranger. Theconfidence in others 


it. 
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it, And for his regard, Ifeenohoufhold order, neither more worthily direéted, nor mote 
conftantly managed than his. Happy is that man, thac hath fo proportionably directed his 
eftate, as his riches may difcharge and fupply the fame, wichout care or encombranceto 
himfelfe ; and that neithertheir confulration or meetings may in any fort interrupt other af- 
faires or difturbe other occupations, which he followeth, more convenient, more quiet; and 
better agrecing with his heart. Therefore doth eafe and indigencic depend from every mais 
owne opinion ; and-wealth and riches no more than glorie or health, have either more pre- 
heminence or pleafure,than he who poffeffech them, lendeth them. Every man is either well 
or ill,according as he findes himfelfe. Not he whom anotherthinkes content, but he is. con- 
tent indeed, thatthinkes he is fo himfelfe : And only in that, opiniongiveth it felfe eflence 
and yeritie, Fortune doth us neither good nor ill : She only offereth us the feed and gnatcer of 
it, which our minde,more powerfull than fhe,turneth and applicth as beft it pleafech : asthe 
efficient caufe and miftris of condition, whether happy orunhappy. Externall acceffions 
takeboth favor and colour from the internallconftitution: As gatments doe not warine us 
bytheir heat, butby ours, which they are fitto cover and neurifh : he that with clothes 
fhould coveracold body, fhould draw the very fame fervice from them by cold.So is fnew 
and yce kept in fummer. Verily asunto an idle and lazie body, ftudy is buta torment ;ab- 
ftinence from wineto a drunkard, is a vexation ; frugalitie isa harts forrow tothe luxurious; 
and exercifemolefteth an effeminate body : fo isit of all things elfe. Thingsare not of them- 
{elves fo irkfome,nor fo hard, but our bafenes, and weaknefle maketh them fuch. Te judge 
of high and great matters, a high and creat mindeis required ; otherwife we attribute chat 
vice unto them, which indeed is ours.A ftraight oare being under water feemeth to be croo= 
ked. It is no matter to fee athing butthe matter ishow a man doth fecthe fame. Well,of fo 
many difcourfes, which divesfly perfwade men to contemne death, and patiently to endure 
paine, why fhall we not finde fome on to make for our purpofe ; And of fo feverall and ma- 
ny kinds of imaginations, that haye perfwaded the fame unto others why doth notevery 
man apply one unto himfelfe, chat is mott agreeing with his humor; If hecannot digelt 2 
ftrong aud abfterfive drug, forto remove his evill, let him at Icaft take a lenicive pill to eafe 
thefame, Opinto cit quadam effceminata ac levis: nec in dolore magis, quam cadem i* vo- 
Luptate : qua, quum liqnefcinzus fluimu[que mollitta, apis aculeum fine clamove ferre non pof~ 
fumus. Torun in co e5t, ur tibs mperes. There is a certaine effeminate and light opinion, and 
that xo more ix [orrow,than it is in pleafureswhereby when wemelt and run over th datntte tem 
dernes,we cannot abide to be flung of a Bee,but moff rore and crie ont.This ts the total (umme 
of all,that you be mafter of your felfe.Moreover,a man doth not efcape from Phi lofophy, by 
making the fharpnes of paines,and humane weaknefle to prevaile fo far beyond meatfur: for, 
fhe is compelled to cait her feife over againe unto thefeinvincible replication, Ifit be bad to 
livein neceffitie,at leaft there is no neceffitie,to livein neceffitic, No man is longtime ill, but 
by his owne fault. Hethat hath not the heart to endure neither life nordeath,and that will 
neither refift nor run away, what fhall a man doeto him ; 


Cuar. XLI, 


That aman {bould not communicate hts glorie. 


Fallthe follies of the world the moft univerfall, and of moft men received, is the care 
S Baer and ftudy of glorie, to which weare fo wedded, thatwenegleét, and 
caft-off riches, friends, repofe, life and health ( goods etfeétuall and fubftantiall) to follow 
that yaine smage,and idlic-fimple voice,which hath neitherbod y,nor hold-faft. 
Lafama, chinuaghifce aun dolce {uono 
Gh fuperb: mortali,e par fi bella, 
E an echo,un [ogno, anzid un fogno un ombra, 


Chadogni vento fidilegua & [gombra, 
N3 Fame 
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Famethat enveagl’s high aipiring men 

With her harmonious {ound,and feemes fo faire, 

An Ecchois,a dreame, dreames fhadow rather, 

Which flies and fleets as any winde doth gathers 

And of mens unreafonable humors, it feemeth, that the belt philofophers dee mokt flows 

ly, and more unwillingly cleare themfelves of this, than of another ¢ itisthe moit peevith 
the moft froward, and the mott opinative. Onia etiam bene proficientes anineos tentare tom 
ceffat.Becaufe it ceaferh nor totempt even thofe Mindes that profit belt. There are notmany 
whereof reafon doth fo evidently condemne yanitic, butit isfo deeply rooted inus, as l wot 
not whether any man could ever clearely difcharge himfelfe of it. When you havealleaged 
all the reafons you can, and beleeved all to difavow and reject her, fhe produceth contrarie 
to your difcourfes,fo ‘nteftine inclination,that you have finall hold again&t her.For (as Czse- 
veiaith,) Even thofe that oppugne her, will aevertheleffe have the bookes they write agaiaft 
her,to beare their names upon their fronrssendevoring ta make them{elves glorious by de fpsfing 
of glorie. All other things fall wirhin the compatie ofcommerce: WE lend our goods, we em-= 
ploy our lives, ifour fiends ftandinneed ofus: But feldome (hall we fee aman communi- 
cate his honour;fhare his reputation, and impart his glorie unto others, Catalus Luttatins 
inthe warres again(t the Cymmbres, having done theutmoft of his endevouts to ftay hisfoul- 
diers that fled before their enemies, put himfelfc among ft the run-awaies, and diflembled to 
bee a coward, that fo they might rather feeme to follow their Captaine, than flic from the 
enemie : This wasa neglecting and leaving off his reputation, to couceale the fhame and re- 
proachof other. When Charles the fifth pafied into Provencesthe yeare athoufand five bun 
dred thittic feven,fome are of opinion, that Anthony de Leva, {ecing the Emperor his ma- 
fter refolutely obttinate to undertake that voyage, and deeming it wonderfully glorious, 
maintained nevertheleffe the contrarie, and difcounfelled himn from it, to theend all the ho- 
nour and glorie of this counfell might be attributed unto his Mafter; andtharit might be 
faid, his good advice and fore- fight to have beene {uch, that coutrarie to all mens opinions, 
he had atchieved fo glorious an enterprife: Which was, to honour and magnifie him at his 


owne charges. The T yracian Ambafladors comtotting Achileenida the Mother of Brafidas, 
forthe death of her fon, and highly extolling and commending him, faid, he had not left his 


ing it 


equall behind him.She refuted this private commendation,and particulai praife,alis d 
tothe publike {tate. Doe not telme that (quoth the,) Ford kpowe the Cittée of Sparta hath 
wEANY greateryand more valiant Citizens than he was. At the battell of Crecy, Edward the 
blacke Prince of Hales, being yet very young, had the leading of che yanitegard : The grea~ 
teft and chiefe violence of the fight, wasin his quarter: The Lords and Caprains that ac- 
companied him, perceiving the great danger, fent unto King Edwarathe Princes father,to 
coine and help them : which when he heard, he enquired what plight his fonne was in,and 
how he did, and hearing that he wasliving, and on horfe-backe ; L{hoxld (quoth he) offer > 
him great wrong ro gee now,and deprive him of the horiour of this combats vittorie which he 
already hath fo long isftatned ; what danger foever there be init, itfeall wholy be hus? and 
would neither goc nor fend unto him : knowing, that if he had gone,or fent, it would have 
beene faid, that without hisayd all had beenc loft, and thatthe adyantage of this exploit 
would have beene afcribed unto him. Semper enim quod pofiremum adjettums est,id rem to- 
ram videtur traxif[e. For, evermore that which was laft added, [cemestohave drawne onthe 
whole matter. 10. Rome many thought,and it was commonly {poken,chat the c hiefeft glori- 
ous deeds of Scipio, where partly duc unto Leliws, who notwich{tanding did ever advance 
the greatnefle, further the glerie, and fecond the renowne of Scspto, without any refpect of 
of his owne.And Theopomspxs King of Spartato one whotold himthat the common-wealth 
Should fubGft and continue ftill ,forfomuch as he could command fo well : No, faid he,se 
vather,becaufe the people know fo well howto obey-Asthe women that fucceeded in the Peere- 
domes of Frances had (notwithftanding their tex ) right toaffift, and privilege to plead in 
cafes appertaining to thejurisdiétions of Peres : So the Ecclefiafticall Peeres, notwithftan~ 
ding their profeffion and funétion, were bound to affift our Kings in their warres, not only 
with theit friends, fervants, and tenants, bur in their owne perfon. The Bifhop of Beauvais, 
being with Philip Augnfins in the battell of Bovines, did very couragioufly take part with 
him ia the effeét; but thought hee fhould not be pattaker of the fruit and glorie of that 

bloudy 


Chap 42. 


Thefirf Booke.. 


a 


— | 


bloudy and violent éxercife.He overcamne,and forced that day many of the enemies to yee! 
whom he delivered unto the firft gentleman hee met withall,torifle,to take them prifoners 
or at their pleafirreto difpote of them, Which he alfo did with #7Hi am Earle of Salis 
whom he delivered unto the Lord John of Nefle, witha femblable fubtletic of confcience: 
unto this other, He defired to fell and ftrike downe aman, but notto wound or hurt him + 
and therefore never fought but with a great club. A man inmy time bei 

King, to have laid violent hands upon a Prieft, denied it yery ftoutly, fort 
only thumped and trampled him with his feet. 
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Lutarke faith in fome place, That he findes xo fuch greardifferenceberweenc beaft and 

beaft, ashe findeth diverfitie betweene man and man. He {peaketh of the fufficiencie of 
the minde, and of internall qualities. Verily I finde Epaminondas fo farre (taking him as I 
fuppofe him) from fome that I know (Imeane capable of common fenfe) as could finde in 
my heart to endeare upon Platarke;and fay there is more difference betweene fuch and fuch 
a man,than there is diverfitie bet weenefucha man,and fuch a beaft, 


Hem vir viro quid preftat ! rer. Poor. al. 
O Sir, how much hath one, {ozs 


Another man out-gone ? 
And that there be fo many degrees of {pirits,as there are fteps betweene heaven and earth, 
and as innumerable. Butconcerning the eftimation ofmen, it ismarvell, that except our 
felves, no one thing is eftecmed but for i’ts proper qualities, Wecommend a horfe, becaufe 
he is {trong and nimble, 
——volucrem 2uwen fat.d, $7 
Sic landamus equum, facil: cui plurima palma 
Fervet,@ exultat rauce vittoria circo. 
Ne praife the hoife chat beares moft-bells with flying, 
And triumplts moft in races, hoarfe with crying, 
and not for his furniture :a grey- hound for his fwiftneffe, not for his coller’: a hawke fox 
her wing,not for her cranes or bells. Why do we not likewife efteeme a man for that which 
is his owne ? He hath a goodly traine of men follow ing him,a ttately pallace to dwellin,fo 
greatcreditamongft men ; and fo much rent comming in: Alas, all that is about him, and 
, not in him.No maa will buy a pig ina poke.If you cheapena horfe, you willtake his faddle 
and clothes from him, you will fee him bare and abroad : or if he be covered as in old times 
they wont to prefent them unto Princes to befold, itis only his ledft neceffarie parts, eft 
you fhould ammufe your felfe to confider his colour,or breadth of his crupper; but chiefly 
to view his legs, his head, hiseyes, and hisfoot, which arethe moft remarkable parts, and = 
above all ro be confidered and required in him, : 
Regibus hic mos est, abi equos mercantar,apertes 
Infpicsuntyne fifaciessst fapeydecora 
Molti fulta pede est,emptorem inducat hiantems 
Q od palchra clunes breve quod caput ardua cervix 
This is Kings manner, when they horfes buy, 
- They fee them bare, left if, as oft wetry, 
Faire face have foft hoofes,gull’d the buyer be, 
They buttockes round ,fhort head, high creft may fee. 
When you will efteeme a man, why fhould you furvey him all wrapt,and enyelloped > \ 
He then but fheweth usthofe parts which areno whit his owne: and hideth thofe from us, 
by which alone his worth is to bejudged. Itisthe goodnefle of thefword you feeke after, 
and notthe worth ofthe fcabbard; for whieh peradyenture you would got give a farthing. 
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if it want his lyning.A man fhould be judged by himfelfe,and not by his complements, And 
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asan Ancient faith very pleafantly: Doe you know wherefore you efteeme him tall? You 
aecountthe height of his pattens: The Bafeis no part of hisftatute: Meafure him without 
his ftilts. Let him lay afide his riches and externall honours, and thew himfelfe in his fhirt, 
Hath hea body proper to his funétions, found and cheerefull ? What minde hath he? Is it 
faire, capable and unpolluted, and happily provided with all her neceffarie pasts? Isfhee 
rich of her owne, or of ethers goods? Hath fortune nothing of hers’to furvay therein? If 
broad-waking fhe willookeupona naked {word : Iffheecare not which way her life goeth 
from her, whether by the mouth,or by the throat ; whether it be fetled ,equable,and conter- 
ted : Itis that 2 man muft {ee and confider, and thereby judge the extreme differences that 
are betweene us: Ishe 
-fapiens, [ibique imperiofis, 
Ouem neque pauperies,neque mors,neque vinchla terrent, 
Refponfare cupidinibus contemnere henores 
Fortis, in [eip[o rorns teres arque rotundus, 
Externi ne quid valeat per leve morari, 
In quem mancarnit femper fortuna? 
A wifeman, of himfelfe commander high, 
Whom want,nor death,nor bands canterrifie, 
Refol’dt’affront defires, honors to scorne, 
Allin himfelfe, clofe, round and neatly-borne, 
As nothing outward on hisfmooth can ftay, 
Gainft whom ftill fortune makes a lame affay, 
Such aman is five hundred degrees beyond kingdomes and principalities: Himfelfe isa 
kingdome unto himéelfe. 
Sapiens pol ipfe fingit fortnuane fibi. 
Truft me, who beares a wife mans name, 
His forturie to himfelfe may frame. 
What is there elfe for him to with for? 
nonne Videmus 
Nilalind fibi naturam latrare, nib wt ques 
Corpore fejunttus dolor abfirzmente fruatur, 
Incunde fen{ cura fensotns meruque 2 
See we not nature nothing elfedoth barke 
Unto her-felfe, but he, whofe bodies barke 
Is free from paines-touch, fhould his minde enjoy, 
Remo’d from care and feare, wich fenfe of joy ? 

Comparethe vulgartroupes of our men unto him, ftupide, bafe, fervile, wavering,and 
continually floting on the tempeftuous Ocean of divers pafitons, which toffe and retofie the 
fame, wholy depending of others : There is more difference, than is betweene heaven and 
earth and yer fuch isthe blindnefle of our cuftome, that we make little or no account of it. 
Whereas,if we confider a Cottagerand a King,a noble and a handy-crafts man,a magiftrate 
and 2 privateman, arich manand a poore; an extreme difparitie doth immediatly prefent 
itfelfé unto our cies, which, as aman may fay, differ innothing, but intheir clothes, In 
Thrace,the King wasafter apleafant manner diftinguifhed from his people,and which was 
much endeared : He had a religion apart : a God feverall unto himfelfe, whom his fubje&ts 
might no waies adore’: Jt was Aferemrie > And he difdained their gods, which were Mars, 
Bacchus,and Diana; yecare they but pictures, which makeno effential diffemblance.For,as 
enterlude-plaicrs, you fhal now fee them on the ftage, playa King,an Ewperor,or a Duke, 
but they are no fooner off the ftage,but they are bafe ek adegticenl abjects,and porterly 
hirelings, which istheir maturall and original condition :Even{o the Emperor, whofe glo- 
rious pomp doth fodazle you in publike; 

Scilicer & grandes viridi cum luce fmaragd: 
Auroincluduntnr,reriturqne Thalaffiina vefiss 
Mffidue,G Veneris fisderem exercita potat. 

Great emerald’s with their graffle-greene-light in gold 
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Are clos’d, nor long can matriage linnen hold, 
But worne with ufe and heat 
of Venerie drink’s the {weat. 
View him behinde the curtainejand you fee but an ordinarie mati,and perad venture more 
vile,and more fecly,than the leaft of his fubjeéts. Ile beatws intror{wms c§t ; iffsss bratteata Sen. epi? x1}, 
falicitas eit .One is inwardly happy : asothers felicitie 6 plated and gusls-over.Cowardile,ir- 
refolution, ambition, fpight,anger,and envie,move and worke in him as in another : 
Non enim gartaneque confwlaris Ho 1.2. 4.16.9. 
Summovet littor, wiferestumultus 
Menris & curas laqueata circa 
Tella voluntas : 
Nor treafures,nor Maires officers remove 
The mifcrable tumults of the minde, 
Or cares that lieabout, or lie above 
Their high-roof*c houfes with huge beames ¢embinde; 
And feare, and care, aud fufpeét, haunt and follow him, even inthe middeft of his armed 


troupes. 
Reverague metus hominam,caregne fequaces, Eucrd.a, 46. 
Nec ssetwunt [onitus armornm, nec fera tela, 

eA ndacterque inter reges,rersmaue petentes 

Verfanimnrneque fulgorem reverentar ab auro. 

Indecd mens ftill-atteading caresand feare, 

Norarmor’s clafhing, ner fierce weapons feare, 

With Kings converfe they boldly,and Kings peeres, 

Fearing no lightning that trom gold appeares. 

Doth the ague, the megrim, or the gout {pare him morethan us ? When age fhall once 
{eize on his fhoulders, cau thea the tall yeomen of his guard difchacge him of it? When 
the terror of ruthles-balefill death (lial affaile him,can he be comforted by the aflaftance of 
the gentlemen of his chamber? If hechanceto be jealous or capricious, will our lo Wing. 
curtzies,or putting-off of hates; bring him in tuneagaine ?. His bed ftead cachafed all with 
gold and pearles hath no vertue to allay the pinching pangues of che cholicke, 

Nee calida citine decedunt corpere febres, 
Textilibus fi in pitthris oftrogwerubenti 
Iatheris,guam ft plebeia in vefte Cubanduns est. 
Feavers no fooner fiom thy body flie 

If thou on arras or red (Carlet lic 

Toffing, than ifcthou reft 

On coverlets home-dreft. 

The flatterers of Alexander the great,made him beleeve,thac hie was the foanc of Jepirer; 
but beifig one day fore-hurt,and {ecing the bloud gufh out of his wounds : dud what thinke 
yon of thes? (faid he uncothem:) 12 wot this blewd of alively red hew, and meerly humane? 
Methinkes, it isnot of thacremper, which Homer fainethto trill from the gods wounds, 
Hermodorus the Poet madecertaine verfes in honour of eAnrigonss,in which he called*hiim 
the fonne of Phebus; to whomhe replied ;, CAL) friend, He that ensptieth my clofe-freale 
knoweth well,there is nofach matter. Heisbuta man atallaflaies: And if of himfelfe he bea 
man ill borne,the Empire of the whole world cannot reftore him. 
puche 

Hane rapiant,quicquid calcaverie,hic rofa fiat. 
Wenches muft ravifh him, whatever he 
Shall tread upon, efefoones a rofe mult bes 

Whar of that ?Ifhe be of a grofe,ftupide,and fenfeles minde : voluptuoufnefic and good 

fortune it felfe,are not perceived without vigor, wit, and livelinet{e. 
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Hace perinde [uncut shire anizame qui ea ps fidet, Ter. Heant. ad, 
Oni ti {citrei bonasils qui non wtitwr rethe, mala. 1. fie. 2, af. 


Thefe things are fach,as che pofleflors minde, 


Good, if well us’d; if ill hemp ill we finde, 
‘W hata ‘ 
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‘Whatfoever the eg of fortune are, aman muft havea proper fenfe to favour them = It is 
the enjoying,and not the pofleffing of them, that makes us happy. 


Non domus & fundus,non aris aceruus & anri, 
eA grote domini dednxit corpore febres, 

New anime cur at,valeat poffeffor eporter, 

Qui comportaris rebus benc cogitat uti. 

Qui cupit,aut merit javat shuns [ic dowsus ABt Tes; 
Us lippum pitta tabula, fomenta podagram. 

Not houte and land,and heapes of coine and gold 
Rid agues,which their ficke Lords body hold, 
Or cares from minde : th’owner muft be in health, 
That well doth thinketo uf hishoarded wealth, 
Him chat defires or feares ,houfe,goods, delight, 
Asfoments doe the gout,pictures fore-fight. 


He isa foole, his tafte is wallowifh and diftracted, heenjoyeth it more, than one that 
hatha great cold doth the fweetne fle of Greeke wine, ora horfe the riches of a coftly-faire 
furniture, wherewith he is trapped Even as Plato faith, That health beastie. firength riches, 
and all thsugs elfe he caleth good, are equally as ik rorbeunjnft, as good to the jxft ; and the 
evill contrariwife. Aud then, where the body arid the foule are in ill plight, what need thefe 
externall commodities ? Seeing the lcatt pricke’of a needle, and paffion of the mind isable 
to deprive us of the pleafiure of the worlds Monarchy. The firft fit of anague, ot the firft 
gird that the gout gives him, what availes his coodly titles of Majefty ? 


Tors O° argente conflate tet ob anre. 
Ailmade of filver fine, 
Allgold pure from the mine... 


doth he not forthwith lofe the remembrance of ‘his pallaces and tates? If he be angrie or 
vexed, can his principalitie keepe him from blufhing, from growing pale, from gnathing 


his tecth like a Bedlam ? Now fit be aman Of worth, and well borne, hisroyaltie, and his 
glorious ticles will adde but little unto his good fortune. 


Si ventri bene,filateri eff pedibnique txts, ml 

Divitie porerunt regales addcre.majxs. 

If it be well with belly, fect, and fides, : 
_ AKings eftateno greater good provides. 


He feeth they are but illufions, and vaine deceits. He may haply be of King Seleucus his 
advice: That he who fore-kuew the weight of a {cepter' foould he finde ic lying on the ground, 
he would not daigne te take st Hp. This he faid, by reafonof the weightie,irkiome and paine- 
full charges, thatare incident unto a good King. Truely, it isno finall matter to governe 
others, fance fo many crofics and difficulties offer themfelves, if we will governe our {elves 
well. Touching commanding of others, which in fhew (eeineth ro be fo tweet, confidering 
the imbecillitie of mans jud gement,and the difticultie of choice in new and doubtful things, 
Lam confidently of this opinion, that it is much more eafie and plaufible to follow,than to 

vide sand that it isa great ferling of the minde, to be tied but toone beaten-path, and to - 
anfwer but for himfelfe. 
V+ fatsies mule jam fitparere quietam, 
nam vegere imperiores velle.—— 
Much better t’is,in quiet to obey, 
Than to defire. with Kings-power allto fway. 

Secing Cyrus faid, That st belongs not to 4 ma” to command,that is not of more worth,than 
thofe whom be commandeth But King Hieron in Xenophon addeth moreover;T hat sn truely 
enjoying of | carnall fenfualitiessthey are of much wore conditionsthar private me? ; he [much 
as cafe ana facilitie deprivech them of that fowre-[weet tickling swhsch we finde in thems. 

Pinguis ansor niminmgie potenssinredia nobis 


Versirur © ftomache dulcis wt e(canocet. : 
at 
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Fat over-powerfull love doth loathfome prow, 
Asfulfome fweetittieats tomackesoverthrow. 

Fhinke Wee) chat high-minded nies take great pleafure'in muficke ? The fatictie thereof 
makes itrathertédious unto theni. Fealt s banquets, revels, dancings :nasks and turney Tea 
joycethemthat but feldomefeethem, and that have much defired te feethem : the tafte of 
which'becommieth cloyfome and unpleafing "to thofe that daily fee; and ordinarily haye 
then’: Nor doe Ladies ticklettiofe,that ar pleafure and without fufpect may be glntted with 
thern.He chat cautiot {tay till Hebe chirlty, cai take no pleafiire in drinking» Ent ludesand 
commmediesrejoyce and makeus merry, but to players they are tedious aud taft clefie, Which 
to/prove, wefee, it isa delight for Princes, and’a recreation for them, fometimesto difguife 
themfelves,andto take upon them a bafe'and popular Kinde of lift 

Pleramque grata principibas vices, Hor. 1,3 
Mundaqueparvo {ub lare panperites 188.0 
Cane fine auleis & offro; 
Solicitam explicnere frontens. ; 
Princes doc commonly like enterchang 
And cleanely meales where poore-men poorely houfé, 7 
Withourall tapiftrie or carpets {irange, 
Unwrinkled have theircare-knit,thought-bent browes, 
Nothing doth fooner brecdadiftafte or fatietie, than plentie, Whatlenging luftt would 
not bee alaid; to feethrec hundred womeri’at his difpofe-dnd pleafure, :as:hath the Grand 
Turke in his Seraille ? And what a defire and fhew of hawking had he referved to himfelfe 
from his anceftors, that never went abroad: without feventhoufand falkners at leat > Be- 
fides which, Ithinke, the lufter of creatnefie; brings nofinallincommodities to the enjoy- 
ing of {weeter pleafures : they lie too open, and are too much in-ight, «And I wot not why 
a man fhould longer defirethemto conceale or hide theirfaule : For, what in us is indifcre- 
tion, the people judgeth tobe tyrannie, contempt, and difdaine of the lawesinthem : And 
fides the ready inclination unto vice? it femeth they alfoaddeunto it ithe pleafure « "gour= 
maaizing, and to proftrate publike obfervancesunder their-feet. Verily.P/ate inhis Gor- 
Sia8; Befineth hin to be atyrant, that ina Cite hath leave and powerto doe whatever helift, 
Andtherefore Often, the fhewand pubjication of their vice hurteth morethan the finne it 
felfe, Every mairfeareth to be fpied and controlléd ; which they are even in their counte. 
nances and thoughts: Allthepeople citeeming to have right and intereft to judge of them. 
Aud we fee that blemifhes grow citherteffer orbigger,accerding to the eminence,and light 
of theplace, where they are fer, and thata mole 'or a wart iiones forthead is more appa- 
rently perceived, than a {carre in another place. And that isthe reafon why Poets faine /upi- 
ters loves to have beene effected under other countenances;than his owne ; And of fo many 
amorous-fhifts,and love practifes they impute to him,thereis but one(asfarre as I remem~ 
ber’) where heis tobe feenein his greatnef{e and majeftic. But returne we to.Mierons he 
alforelateth, how manly incommodities he findeth in his reyaltie; being fo barred, that he 
eannot at hislibertie travell to goe whether he pleafeth; being as it were:a prifonerwithin 
the limits of his country ; and that in all his: a@ions heis encircled andhemd-in withad ims 
portunate and tedious multitude. Trucly,to fee our Priticesall alone; fitting ac their meat, 
beleagted round’ with fo manytalkers, whifperers, and gazing beholders, unknowne what 
they are or wheneerhey come, I have often rather pittied than envied them. King Alphen- 
fus was wonttofiy, shat burchen-bearing affes were inthat, in farre better condition than 
Kings; for, thet? mafters fuffer them to feedat their cafe, whereas Kings cannot obtaine that 
privilege oftheir fervants. And itcould never fall into my minde, that it might be any {pe- 
ciall commoditieto the life of aman of un lerttanding,to have a {core of find-faults, picke- 4 
thanks, and controlers about his clofe-(toole, northarthe fervice of aman, that hatha 
thoufand pound renta yeare, orthat hath taken Cafal, or defended Sienna, ismore com- 
modious or acceptable to him, thai that of a {ufticient, and well-experieaced groome, 
Princelike advantages, are inva manner bur imaginarie preheminences. Every degree of 
fortune, hath fome image of Principalitie.: Cafar termeth allthe Lords, which.in his time 
had jufticein France, to be Kinglets, or petti¢e Kings. And truly, excepethename of Sire; 
We goc very farre with our Kingss Looke butin the Provinces remote and. farre fromche 
courts 
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court: As for example,in Britanie,the attending traine, the flocking fubjeéts, the number of 
officers, the many affaires, the diligent fervice,the obfequious.ceremonies of @ Lord that li- 
yeth retired and in his owne houfe,brought up amongtt his owne fervants,, tenants,and fol. 
lowers: And note alfo the high pitch of his imaginations, and humours, there is,ne greater 
royaltiecan be feces He heareth no more talke of his matter, than of the Per/ian King, and 
haply but oncea yeare ¢ Atid'knowes but fome farre-fercht, and old kindred or pedigree, 
which his Secretarie findes or keepes upon fome ancient record or.evidence., Verily our 
lawesarevery free, and the burthen of foveraigntic, doth fcarfly. concesne,a gentleman of 
Francé twice inv his whole lifes Effentiall and effeétuall fubjection amongft us doth norre- 
fpeét any but fuchas allure themfelvesunto it,and that affect to honour, and leyeto enrich 
themfelves by fuch fervicet For hethatcan fhrowd and retire hirafelfe in his owne home, 
and can manage and dire&t his houfe without futesin law, or quartell with his neighbours, 
or domefticall encombrances,is as freeas the Duke of Venice. Paucos fervirus, plures fervia 
sutem tenent. Service holds few, but many hold fervice. But above all things Hieron {ecmeth 
to complaine,that he perceiveth himfelfedeprived of alt mutuall friendfhip, reciprocall fo- 
cietic, and familiar converfation, wherein confifteth the moft perfect and fweeteft fruit of 
humane life. For, what undoubted teftimonie of affection and good wili, can lexpedt or 
exaét from him, that will he,ornill he,oweth me all he hath,all he can ? Can Fmake account 
of his humble fpeech, of his low-lowting curtzie, or of hiscurteous offers, fince it lieth 
notin his power to refufe them me? The honour we receive of thofe which feare.and ftand 
inawe of us, isnotrue honour. Such refpectsare sather due to royaltie, ro majelty, thanvo 
me! 
d ss macimum hocreg bonnm est, 

Quod fatta domini cogitur popnl sss {oi 
Qudms ferretanslandares 1 A 
Thisischiefe good of Princes domination, 
Subjectsare fore’ their fov’raignes agtes and fafhions 
--. "Fo beare with patience, pafle w ith commendations. 

Doe Enot fee tharborh the bad and the good King are ferved alike? That hee who is ha~ 
ced,and hethatisbeloved are both courted alike ? And the one as much fawned upon asthe 
other? My predecetlor was {erved with thefame apparances,and waited upon with the like 
cereronies,and {0 fall my facceflor be. If my fubjects offend me not,it is no teftimonie of 
any good affeétion.Wherfore fhall I take it inthat fenfe,Gthence they cannot,if they would? 
No man followeth me for any friend {hip that, is bet weene him and me): inafmuch asno 
firme friendfhip can becontracted, where is fo final relation ,fo {lender correfpondencie,and 
fuchdifparitie, My high degree hath excluded me from the commerce of men,, There is too 

reatan inequalitie;and diftantdif{proportion. They follow forcountenance,and ofcuftome, 
ortather my fortune than my felfe: hoping thereby to encreafe theirs. Whatfoever they fay, 
all they doe unto me, is buta gloffe, and but diffimulation, their libertic being every where 
prideled and checked by the great power I haveoverthem, Ifcenothing about me,but in- 
{erutable hearts,hollow mindes,fained lookes, diffembled fpeeches,and counterfeit a@tions. 
His Couttiers one day commended Inlian the Emperour for miuiftring of right, and doing 
of juftice ; I fhonld eajily grow prona faith he) far thefe praifes,ifthey came from {uch as dure 
either accufe or difcommend my contrary aitions,foonld ( commit any. Alithe true commodi- 

tiesthat Prices, have,are common unto them with men of meane fortune. It.is for Godsto 
mount winged horfes;and tofeed on Ambrofia. They have no other fleepenorno other ap- 
ticethan ours. Their fteeleis ofno better temper, thanthat wherewith wearme our felves, 
Their crowne, their diadem can neither hide them from the Sua, or fhelter chem from the 
caine, Dioelefan that woreone,fo much reverenced,and fe fortunate,did voluntarily refigne 
che faine,to withdraw himfelfeunte the pleafure of a private life; buca while after, the ur- 
entneceffiticof publike affaires requiring his prefence, and that he fhould returne to re-af- 
eee his chargeagaine,heanfwered thofe that folicited him unto it;you would never under- 
caketo perfwademeto that, hadyou but feene the goodly rankes of trees, which my felfe 
have planted in imine Orchard, or the faire mnuske-melons, I havefet inmy garden. Accore 
ding to: Anacharfis his opinion, The happie/t cftate of awellordered comsmon-wealth foonld 
bewnbere albechershings being equaly commompree denciefhonld be mnaafered Spreferonents 
fate 
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fred according to vertne and defertjand the contrarie according ro vice. Agwhat tine King 
Pirrbusavdertooke to pafle intro Traly, Cyne as his wife and trattic countellor, goiug abour 
to make him perceive the vanitie of his ambition,onc day belpake him chs. My geod Sir, 
(faid he) To what end doe yeu prepare for fe great an enterprife? Tc antwered fuddenly, Ta 
make my felfe Lord of Italie. That done; what will yo doe shen ? (replied Cynexs ) I wikkthen 
paffe({aid Psrrhws )inro Gaule,and then into Spaine:.nd what afterwards ‘Twill then wvade 
Affrive; and fubduethe fame, and at laff, when I Joab baue brought ah she world under me a4 
fabjettion,I will thentake myreft,and live contented as mine eafe.Now,for Gods Sake Sir, (re- 
plied Cyneas ) Toll mes what hinders yor, that jou be not now if fo you pleafe, in chareftare? 
Wherefare doc you not now place your felfe, where yon meant to a pire, andfave fo much dak 
ger,fo many hazards, aud fo grearirombles as yon enterpofe betmeene bor? eee 
Nimirum qaia non bene norat qua effet habendi a Taléb. $. 14s 
Fints,7 omnino quoad cre{car vera voluptai. at 
The caufe forfootty,he knew not what fhould be the end 
Ofhaving,nor how far trué pleafure fhould extend. 
] will conclude and thu up this treatife with an ancient verfe; which I fingylarly ap- 
plaud,and déeme fit to this purpofe. cis Paved ¢2 
Mores cuigue fas fingust fortunans, co te 
Ev’ry mans mannersand his mind, : 
His fortune to him frame and find. 


ee 
~~ 


Cuar. XLII. 


Of jumpudarie Lawes, or Lawes for teoderating of 
expences. 


SHE minner wherewith our Lawes affay to micderate the foolifh and vaine expences of 
@ table-cheareand apparell,, fecrneth contrarie to it’s end. The beft courte were to begee 
in mien 2 contempt of gold and filk-wearing, as of vaine and unprofitablethines, wheréas 
we encreafe their credit and ptice : A moft indire& courfe to withdraw menfiom them. 
Asfor exainple,tolet none but Princes eat dainties, or weare velvets, and clothes of Tiflew, 
and interdiét the people to doc it, what is itbut to give reputation unto thofe things, andto 
encreafe their longing to ufethem ? Let Kings boldly quit chofe badges of honour; They 
have many other betides : Such exceife is more excufable in other men,than in Princes, W 
may, bythe examples of divers Nations, ledine fundrie better fathions to diftinguith our 
felves and our degrees ( which truly I efteeme requifit in an eftate,) without nourifhing to 
that purpofe,this fo manifet cortuption and apparant inconvenience. Ic is ftrange how cu- 
ftomc in thete indifferent things doth eafily encroch and fuddenly eftablith the footing of 
her authoritic. We had (carce worne cloth one whole yeare at theCourr, whattime we mour- 
ried for our King Hendie the {econd, but certainly in every mau opinion, all manner of flkg 
were already become fo vile and abjeét,that was any man f{eene to weare them, he was pres 
fently judged to be fome countric fellow ,or mechanical man.They were left only for Chy< 
rurgians and Phyfitians, And albeit moft men were apparreled alike, yerwere there other 
fafficient apparant diftinGions of mens qualities, How foone doe plaine chamoy-jerkins, 
and greafi¢ eanvafe doublets creepe into fafhion and érédit among(t our fouldiers, if they 
Hie in the field ? And the varifhnefle, neacneffe, and richés of filken garments grow in con= 
tempt and fcorne ? Let Kings firft begin to leave the{e fuperfluous expences, we {hall all fol. 
low , and wirhina moneth, without edicts; ordinancés, proclamations, and aéts of Parliac 
ment, i¢ will be obfervéd as alawa The ftarurés fhould {peake contrari¢, asthus, Thatne 
Man or Weman of what qualitie foever,thall upon paine of great forfeitures, weare any ma- 
her of filke,ofskarlet,or an y gold-finiths worke, except only Enterlude-players Harlots,e¢ 
Curtizans, With fuch an invention did Ze/ewcsss whilome correét the corrtipted manners of 
the Locrines His ordinances were fuch.Be it enaéted ,rhat no weman of free ve sea thee 
O aE 
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have any more than one maid-fervant to follow her whenfhe goeth abroad, except. hea 
the fhallbe drunken; And forther,that fhe may not goe out of the Citic by night,nor weare 
any jewels of gold, or precious ftones about her, nor any gowne befet with gold.fmiths 
worke,or imbroiderie,except fhe bea publike-profefied whore: and moreover, that cxcept 
pandersand bawds, it fhall not be lawfull forany man. to wearcany gold-rings on his fine 
gers,nor any rich garments,as are fuch of cloth made in the Citie of Miletum. So did he by 
thefe reprochfull exceptions ingenioufly drive his Citizensfrom vaine fuperfluities, and per- 
nicious dainties.Ic was amoft profitable courfe;by honour and ambition to allure men unto 
theit dutie and obedience. Our Kings:have the power to addreffe all thefe external refor- 
mations, Their inclination ferveththem asalaw. Quiequsd Principes faciunt, precipere vt- 
demtur. Whatfoever Princes doe, that, they feemeto command. The reft of France takes the 
smodellof the court,asa rule untoit {elfe to follow. Let Courtiers firft beginto leave off and 

loath thefe filthy and apifh breeches, that fo.openly fhew-ourfecret parts : the bunbafting 
of long peafe-cod-bellied doublets, which makes us feeyne fo far from what weare, and 

whichare fo comberfome to arme : Thefe long,effemninate, and dangling locks: That fond 

cuftome to kifle what we prefent to others, and Befalas manos infaluting ofour friends: (a 

ceremonic heretofore only due unto Princes ;) And fora gentleman to come to any place 

of refpeét, without his rapier by his fide, all unbraced, alluntruft, as if lic came from his 

clofe-ftoole : And that, againft our forefathers manner, and theparticular libertie of our 

French nobilitie, wefhould ftand bare-headed,aloofe-oft from them, wherefoever they be, 

and as about them,about many others: So many petty-kiings,and petty-petty-kinglets have 
wenow adayes: And fo of others like new-fangled and vicious introductions : They fhall 
foone be feene to vanifh and be left. Although but fuperficiall Faults, yet arethey of evill 
prefages.And we are warned, that the foundation or maine furmmmers of our houfes faile and 
fhrinke,when we fee the quarters bend, or wals to breake. Plato in his Lawes,thinkes there 
isno wore plague,or more pernicious in his Citie,than to fuffer youth, to have the reines of 
libertie in her owne hand,to change in their attires in their geftures, dances, exercifes, and 

fongs,from one formeto another ; And to remove their judgement now to this, now to that 
place; following new-fangled devices, and regarding their inventors : By which, old cu- 

ftomes are corrupted,and ancient inftitutions defpifed.In all things, except the wicked mu- 
tationisto befeared ; yea, eventhe alteration of feafons, of winds, of livings, and of hu- 
mours, Audno lawes are in perfect credit,but thofe to w hich God hath given fome ancient 
continuance: Sothat no man know their of-{pring, nor that ever they were other thanthey 

alCe- 
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Crate KLIV. 


Of Sleeping. 


Eafon doth appointus ever to walkein one path, but not alwaics to keepeone place: 

Andthata wife man fhould not permit humane paffions to ftray from the right care 
rier s hemay ( without prejudice unto hisdutie ) alfo leaveit untothem either to haften or 
to flow his pace, and not place himfelfcas an immoveable and impaflible Co/ofus. Wexe 
vertue herfelfe corporeall and incarnate, Ithink her pulfe would beat and worke ftronger, 
marching to an aflaulr, than going to dinner. For, itisneceffarie that fhe heat and move 
herfelfe. I have therefore mark’r itasa rare thing, to fee great perfonages fometimes, even 
jn their weightieft enterprifes, and moft important affaires, hold themfelves fo refolutely- 
aflured intheir fate, that they doe not fo much as breake their fleepe for them, Alexander 
thegreat,on the day appointed for that furious-bloudy battel againft Darins,flept fo found 
Jy and fo ong that morning, that Parmenion was faine to enter his chamber, and appro 


ching neere unto his bed, twice or thrice to call him by his name, to awaken him, the houre 
ofthe battle being at hand,and urging him. . Orhothe Emperour having determined to kill 
himfelfe; the very fame night, after he had given order for hisdomeltical affaires sfhared his 


monie 


hem 
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monic among his fervants, and whetted the edge of 2 fword, wherewith he intended to 
wound himfelfe, expecting no other thing, but to knew whether all his friends were gone 
to reft, fell into fo found a fleepe, that the groomes of his chamber heard him fnort in ano. 
ther roome. This Emperours death hath many parts feinblable unto that of great Cato,and 
namely this: For, Caro being preparéd to defeat himfelfe, whileft he expected to heare 
newes, wherher the Senators, whom he caufed to retire, were lanched out from the hayen of 
rica, fell fo fatt afleep, that he was heard to fnort into thenext chamber : And he whom 
he had fent coward the port, having awaked his, co tell him,the ftormie Was lo rough, thac 
the Senators could not conveniently put out to fea,he fent another, and lying downe 4 new, 
fell afleep againe,untill the laft meflenger aflured him,they were gone. We may alfo com. 
pare him unto eA4/-xander, inthat great and dangerous ftorme, which threatned him, by 
the fedition of ALzrellus the Tribune, who laboured to publith the decree of Pompeys re-ap= 
peall into the Citie,together with hisarmy,at what timethe commotion of Carilize wason 
foot: againit which decree only Cage did infift, and co that purpofe had AZerellus and he 
had many injurious {peeches, and menaced one another in the Senate-houfe : And it was 
the next day, they were like to cometo the execution in the market-place, where AfLetellus, 
befides the favour of the common people, and of Cefar, then confpiring aud complotting 
for theadvancement of Pompey,fhould come,accompanied with a multitude of ftrangeand 
forraine flaves and fencers, todoc their utmoft : And Cate ftrengthened with his only con- 
ftancie, and with an unmaced refolve: So that his kinfen, his famiiliars, and many-honeft 
men tooke great care,and were in heavy anxietic and penfiveneffe for him: of which many 
never left him allnight,but fate up together, without reft, cating, or drinking, by reafon of 
the danger they faw prepared for him; yéa, his wife and Gifters did nought but weep and 
waile, and for his fake torment themfelves in their houfe, whereas gontrariwife he alone 
comforted every body, and blamed them, for their demiffenefle : And after he had fupped, 
(as he was wont)he went quietly to his bed and flept very foundly untill the nexe morning, 
that one ef his copartners ia the Tribune-fhip,cameto call him,to goe tothe skirmifh, The 
knowledge we have of this mans unmated-haughty heart,by the re(t of his life; may make 
us judge with all {ecuritie, that it ottly procecdéd fromi a {pirit, fo far elevated above fich 
accidents,that he daiied not fo much 4s to trouble his minde with them, no more than with 
ordinatic chances.In the fea-fight, which Anguftus gained againtt Sextis Pomp cis in Si- 
cilte,even at the inftant he fhould gotto figh:, was furprifed with fo heavy a flcep, that his 
friends were compelled to awaken him, to givethe fignall of the battell ; which afterward 
gave occafion unto ALarcus Antonius,to charge him with this imputation, that he had not 
dared with open eyes to firvey the marfhalling of hisarmy, and that his heart would not 
fuffice him, to prefent himfelfe unto his fouldiers, untill fuch timethat Agrippa brought 
hint newes of the vigtorie he had obtained ofhisenemies. But concerning young AMaring, 
who committed apreater errour (for ov the day of his la(t bartell againft S7fz,atter he hac 
marfhalled his army,and given the word or fignall of tlie batreéll) he lay downe in thefha- 
dow under atree,a whileto reft himfelfe,and fell fo fat afleep that he could hardly beawa- 
ked with the rout and flight of his men, having feene no part of tlie fight,they fay,ic was be. 
caule he was{o cxceedingly aggravated with ttavell, ard oyeratired with weatinefic, and 
want of fleép, thar nature was overcome, and could no longer endure. ‘And totiching this 
point,Phificians may confider ; whether fleep be fo neceffarie, that our life muft needs dee 
pend of it: For we findethat Perfens King of Macedon,prifoner at Ronse,being kept from 
fleep, was madetodie; but Pinte aleageth, that fome haveliveda long time without any 
fleep at all.And Herodotus ceporteth, There are Nations, where men fleepand wake by halfe 
geares. And thofe that write the life of E pimenides the wife, afticme, that be fleps the contia 
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CuarP. XLV. 
Of the battell of Dreux. 


Here hapned diversrare accidents, and remarkable chances in our battell of Dresx: 
& but thofe who docnot greatly favour the reputation ofthe Duke of Gxife,doe boldly 
aleage, that he cannot be excufed, to have made a ftand, and temporifed with the forces he 
commanded, whilft the Lord Conftable of France, Generallof the Amie, wasengaged 
and fuppreffed with the chemies Artillerie, and that it had beene better for him, to hazard 
‘himfelfe, to chargethe enemic flankwife, than by expecting any advantage, to have him 
come behind him,to fuffer fo reprochfull an oveithrow,and fo fhamefull a lofle. But omix- 
ting what the event thereof witnefled,he that fhall without paffion debate the matter, Gralt 
eafrly (in my conceit ) confeffe, that she ayme and drift, net onely ofa Captaine, but of eve- 
ry particular Souldier, ought chiefly to refpect a victory in great: And that no particu- 
lar occurrences,of what confequence focyer, or what intereft may depend on them, fhould 
never divert him fromthat point. Philopwemen inan encounter with ALichanidas, having 
{ent before,aftrong ee ah of Archers, and good marke men, to begin the skirmith : and 
the enemic, after he had put them to rout and dif-ranked them, ammufing himfcliein 
mainly purfuing them, and following the victory alongft rhe mainebattell, where Philo. 
pemen Was, although his fouldiers were much moved and offended to fee their fellowes 
putto the worlt; he could not beinduced to bouge from his place, nor make head againft 
hisenemic, to fuccour his men; but rather, having fuffered them to be defeated, and cur in 
peeces before his face, began then to charge his encinies in the battalion of theic Infanteric, 
when he perceived them forfaken of their horfemen : And albeit chey were Lacedemoni- 
ans, forafmuch as he charged them, at what time (fuppofing to have gained theday ) they 
began to diforder themfelves, he eafily overcame them ; which done, he purfued ALacha- 
widas. This cafe,is coufin-german unto that of the Duke of Gwife. Inthat tharpe-bloody 
battellof eA ge/ilaus againtt the Beeotians, which Xerzophon(who was there prefenc) ith, 
Tohave beene rhe hottelt and rndeft, that ever he had feene: Ageflans refuted the adyan- 
tage, which fortune prefented him, to let the battalion ofthe Boeotians pafle, and to charge 
them behind, what certaine yictoric foever he faw likely to follow the fame,efteeming that 
it were rather skill than valour, and to fhew his prowelfe, and matchlefle-haughty cou- 
yape,choferather to charge them inthe front oftheir forces: But what followed ? He was 
wellbeaten, and himfelfe fore-hurt, aiid iu the end. compelled to leave his enterprife, and 
embrace the refolution, which in the beginning he had refufed, caufing his men to open 
themfelyes, to give paflage unto that torrent of the Bocotians ; who when they wese patt 
through, perceiving themto mazeh in difaray ,as they who perfwaded themiclyesto be out 
ofall danger he parlued them, and charged them flank-wifes, All which notwittania 
he could never pur’ te rout, or force shem ruft-away, for they, ofderly, and faire and foftly 
made their retreit, ever fhewing theit face, ‘untill fuch rime as they gor fafely into theis 
holds andtrenches,, ; a 
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Of Names. 


Hat diverfitie foever ‘there be in herbs, all are fhuffied up ami under the 
Vv V name of a fallade.Even fo,upon the confideration of: names, will here huddleupa 
gallymafry of d iverfe articles.Every feyeral nation hath fome names,which,I wot not how 
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ate fometimes taken in ill part,as with us lacke, Hodge, Tom, Wil, Bat, Benet,and fo forth, 
Item, it feemeth that in the genealogics of Princes, there are certaine naires fatally atteGted ; 
as Ptolemeus with thee Aig yptians, Flenyies in England;Charles in France,Baldwins in Flan- 
ders, and Williams in our ancient Agnitanie, whence fome {ay came the name of Guienne . 
which is but a cold invention: Asif in Paré himfelfe there were bot fomeas harth and ijj- 
founding Item, it isan idle matcer,yet neverthelefle, by reafon of the ftrangcneffe, worthy 
the memorie,and recorded by an ocular-witnefle, that Mexrie Duke of Normandic, fonne 
to Henrie the tecond King of England, making a great feaftin France, the aflembly of the 
Nobilitie was fo great, that for paftimes fake, being, by the refemblance of their naines,di- 
vided into fevetal! companies: in the firft were found 2 hundred and ten Knights fitting at 
one table,and all called Williams; befides private Gentlemen and fervants, Itisas pleafant 
to diftribute the tablesbythe names of the affidants,asit was unto Gera the Emperor,who 
would have all his mefles or difhes ferved in at his table orderly according to the firtt let- 
tersof their names ; As for example, thofe that began wich P.as pig, pic, pike, puddings, 
pouits,porke, pancakes, &c,. were all {erved in togethet; andfoofall the reft. Item, it isa 
common faying, Thar iris goed tohave agood same : Asmuchto fay,eood credit,or good 
reputation, Yet verely it is very commodious to have a well-founding and {mooth name, 
and which is eafie,to be pronounced,and facile tobe remembred: For Kings,Princes, Lords, 
and Magiftrates know and remember us the better by them, and will not fo foone forgetus, 
Marke bucofthofe that ferve and follow us, whether wedoe not more ordinarily command, 
and fooner employ fuch, whofe names come readier to out tongue,ormemorie.| have feene 
our King Henrie the fecond who could never hiton the right name of a Gentleman of Ga/- 
coigne; and did evercall a Lady waiting onthe Queene; by the generall furname. of her 
houfe,becaufe that of her father was fo harth,and hard toberemembred. And Socrares faith, 
Teought to be a fathers |peciallcare,to give hts children good and eafie-founding names.\tem, 
it is reported, that the foundation of our Lady the great at Poiriers had this beginning; A 
licentious young man having his dwelling-haufe where the Churchnow ftandeth, had one 
night gotten a wench tolic with him, who fo foone as the cameto bed, he demanded her 
name,who anf{wered , ALarie : The young man hearing that name,was fuddenly fo ftrucken 
witha motive of teligion,and an awefull refpect unto that facred nameyof the virgin ALarie, 
the bleffed mother of our Saviour and Redeemer, thatdhe did not onely prefently put her 
away from him,but reformed all the remainder of his fucceeding life: And that in confides 
ration of this miracle,there was firlterected a Chappell in the place wherethis young mans 
houfe ftood, confecrated unto that holy name,and afterward the faire ereat Church, which 
yctcontinueth, This vocal and auricular correétion, and fo full ofdeverion, ftruckeright 
unto hisfoule. This other following, of the fame kind, inGinuated ic felfe by thecorporall 
fences. Pythagoras being in coimpanie with two young men, whom he heard complot and 
confult(bcing fomewhat heated with feafting and drinking)to go and ravifh a chaft-houfe, 
commanded immediatly the minftrels to change their tune; and fo bya folemne, grave, fe= 
vere,and {pondaicall kinde of muficke,did {weetly inchaunt, allay, and in-trance thcirrafh, 
vielent,and law-lefleluft, Ieem;fhall not fuccecding pofteritie fay, that our modeme refor- 
mation hath beencexaét and delicate, to have not oaly oppuened and refifted errors and 
vices,and filled the world with devotion, humilitie, obedience, peace,and every other kinde 
of vertue, but even to haye combated their ancientnames of baptifme, Charles, Lewis, Fran 
¢#,t0 people the world with Methulalem,Exechiel, Malachie, much better feeling ofa li. 
vely faith? A Gentleman my neighbour, efteeming the commodities of ancient timesin res 
gard of our daies, forgot not to aledgé the fiercenefle and magnificence of the names ofthe 
Nobilitic of thofe times,as Don Gramedan, Owedragan, and Agefilas: And that, but to 
heare them founded,a man might ealily peretive they had beene other manner of men,than 
Peter,Guillotor Michel. Item,] commend and am much bebolding to Lames Amior,in the 
courle of a French oration of his to have (till kept the full ancient Latinenames, without 
changing ther, to give thema new French cadence. Acthe firlt they feemed 
11 
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difguifing or changi ¢ 
fomewhat harth unto the Reader s but now, by reafon of the credit, which his Plytarke 
hath defervedly gotten among{t us cuftome hath removed all ftrangenefle from us, Ihave 
often wifhed that thofe who write hiftories in Latine, would leave us ourriames whole,and 
fuch as they are: For,altering Vasdensont,:oVallemontanue,and metamorphofing them,by 
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furingthem ro the Grecian or Latin tongue,we know not what comake of them,& ae often 


ata non-plus.To couclude my difcourle; Icisaniil cuftome,& of exceeding bad confequence 


in our counttie of France;to call every man by the name of his Towne, Mannor,Hamlet, or 
Lordthip, as the thing that doth moft confound houtcs, and bring fiar-namcs out of know= 
ledge. A cadet or yonger-brother ofa good houfe,haying kad. for his appanage a Lordfhip, 
by whefename he hath beerie knowne and honoured cannot well forfake and leave the fame 
ten yeares afterhisdeath, His Lord-fhip commeth unto aftranger, who doth the like: 
Gheffethen where we are, and how we fhall doe to come tothe perfect knowledge of thefe 
sien; Weeneed not goe far for other examples, but looke into our Royall houfe, wherefo 
many partages, fo many fur-names, and fo many feverall titles have foencumbred us, that 
theoriginall of che ftocke isutterly loft. There is {o much libertie in thefe mutations, that 


evenin my time, have feene no man nor woman advanced by fortuneunto tome extraor~ 


dinarie preferment, that hath not immediatly had adjoyned unto him or her Genealogicall 
titles,new and unknowne to their fathers,and that hath not beene engrafted into fome noble 
ftocke or family. And as good lucke ferveth,the bafelt upftart,and moft obfcure houfes are 
moftapt unto adulteration, and falfification. How many privat Gentlemen have we in 
France, which according to theiraccompt, and blazoning of their gentric, are ofthe royall 
bloud or race ? L beleeve more than others. Was it not pretily faid, and with a good graee, 
by one of my friends ? There was a great companie bandied sogether about a quavell which 
a Gentleman had with another, who in very truth had fome prerogative of titles, honours, 
and alliances above the common fort of Nobilitie; upon which word of his prerogative, 
every one fecking to equall himfelfe unto him,alleaged ,fome one of-fpring, fome another, 
fome the refemblance of his name, fome of his armes, otherforme an old far-tercht pedigree, 
andthe meanett of them to be the great rand-child of fome hing beyond the Seas. When 
they cameall co dinner his man whom Ficheeo they had all followed in liew of taking his 
wonted place,making low-lowting reverences, went to the loweft end of the board, entrea« 
ting the cormpanie to hold him excufed, that through rafh-unadvifedneffe he had hitherto 
lived with them companion: like,but now being lately enformed of their right qualities, he 
began to know them according to their ancient degrees,and that icdid not duly belong un- 
ro him to fit above fo many Princes. And after he had acted hisplay, he began to raileupon 
them with athoufand injuries ; faying thusunte them. For the Jove of God content your 
felves, with whatyour forefathers have beene contented, and with the ftate whereto God 
hath called us: we have fafficient if we can majntaineit well,let us not difparagethe fortune 
and condition ef our predeceflors ; and reject we thefe fond imaginations, which cannot 
faile any man, whatfoeverhe be,tliat is fo impudent as to alleagethem, Crefts, Armes,and 
Coats have iro more certaintie than furnames. I beare Azure femc of trefoiles,a Lions Paw 
in fxce, Or, armed Gules. What privilege hath this Coat, that it fhould forever continue 
particularly to my houfe 2 Afonne inlaw will transferre the fame into another family : 
Some filly-upftart putchafer of Armes, will make it his chicfe Coat. There is nothing 
wherein meet fo many alterations,anid fo much confufion. 

But this confideration draweth me perforce unto another field. Let us fomewhat nars 
rowly fearch-into, and for Gods fake confider, on what foundation weeround this glorie 
and reputation, for which the world is turned topfie-curvie.On what doe we eftablith this 
tranfitoric renowne, which with fo great mind-pofleffing toyle,and induftrie we feckeand 
gape-after > In fine, it is Perer or William, that beareth the fame (matke it well Reader) and ” 
to whom it belongeth, Isnot hope a couragious facultic, whichina mortall fubjeét, and in 
a moment, feeks to ufarp infinite, and immenfitie, and to replenifh his Malters indigence 
‘with the poffeffion of all things he can itmagine or defire, before it would?Nature hath givea 
us a pleafant joy to play withall inchat.Is it Peter or William. And what is chat buca word 
for al mouths?orthree or fouredathes ofa pen, firlt,focalie robevatied,as I would williogly 
aske thofe,whom the henor of fomany victories concerneth,or whether Gue/quinsrt Glef- 
nin, Gneaqnin? yet were there more apparence her,than in Lucian that =. did fue T.for, 

now bevia ant lndicra peramtyr 
Pramia: 
No light prize,no reward in jeft 
Is hunted after-as the bef. 
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Tae wager goeth decpe; The queftion is, which lester mutt be paid with fo mai yf oes, 
battels. hurts, emprifonments, and fervices done unto the Crowne of France by her everre— 
flowimed Conftable, Nicholas Denifor hath had'nocare but of che letters of hisnamn. and 
hath changed all the contexture of rhem,there out-to frame the Earle of Alfnow, whom he 
hath honored and prefented with the gloric of his Poeficand Painting, And Sweroning the 
Hiftorian hach loved but the fenfe of bis owne,and having taken away Lese,which was his 
fathers furname, hath left Trangutllue facceffor of his compofitions reputation. Who would 
belceve,Captaine Bayard hath no honor,but that which he hath borrowed from thea@sof 
Peter Terraill? And that An:onto Efcalin(even before his cies )fuftered Captaine Pomlinz and 
the Baron of La Garde;to fteal fo many Navigations, voyages,and attemps,both by feaand 
land from him ? Secondarily,they are dathes,and trickes ofthe pen, common untoa thou. 
fand mett, How many are there in all races or fainilies both of one nameand i{urname 2? And 
how many. it divers families, races, ages, and countries > Hiftorie hath knowne three 
Socratés,hive Platoes, eight Ariftorles, feven X. enophons; twenty Demetrins, twenty Theen 
dores: befides which imagine how many came riot co her knowledge, Who leteeth my horfe 
boy to call himfelfe Pompey the great ? Bur after all, what meanes, what deviccs, are there 
that annex unto my horle-keeperdeceafed, or to that other who had his head cut off in 
egypt, or that joyne unto them this glorified and far-renowned word, andthefe pene 
dafhes fomuch honoured that they may thereby advantage themfelyes ? 

Id cinerem & manes credis curare fepultes? 13b.4.34 
Thinke you, ghoft’s buried afhes- dead; : 
Care much how wealive are {ped ? ; 

What feeling motion of revenge have the two companions in chiefe valor amongft men; 
Epaminondas ot that glorious verle, which fo many ages fince is fo common in our mouthes 
for him? 

Confilsis noftris laus est attrita Laconum. @Tuft. au le 
By our complots the baught renowne, 
Of Sparcari Gallants was brought dowiie, 
And Africanus of thatothet : 
A fole exoriente,{upra Maoris paludes ibid, 
Nemo eit qui fatlis me aquiparare queat? 
From Su rifeto the Scythian-lake,of fame 
None in exploits cari equalize my natne. 

Thofe that furvive are tickled with the pleafure of thefe words, and by them folicited 
with jealouficand defire,doe prefently without confideration tranfmit by fantafie this their 
ptoper motion of revenge unto the deteafed ; and with a fond-deceiving hope perlwade 
themfelyes, when their turne commeth to be capable of it:God he knowes it,nevertheleffe: 
adhec fe 
Romanus Graju[que & Barbarns Induperater 
Erexit, canfas difersmints atque laboris 
Inde habmit.tanto major fame fitse elt, quam 
¥ UTS. , 

Heerto himfelfe the Romane Generall, 
TheGracian,the Barbarian,rouz’d and rais’d : 
Heere hence drew caufe of perils, trayellsall : 
So more,than tobe good, thisft to be prais’d: 


Sus; fi 
¥VAV.fAl. To, 879, 


Sis i toned Cees R eee sans) aiensg npieadictaictuban asa ablipsiscchalisoaaiaio 


Car. XLVIT. 


Of the uncertaintie of our judgement. 


Tiseven as, that verfe faith, 
Erriay} mas 16 4O- ey0a avd, 


Pet.Par.3. fon. 
86.5 > 


Lwcaw, 1.76734 


Ewcanl. 4 278. 


a 


~The firft Booke.. Chap. 47 


LLL LT 


Of words on either fide, 
A large doalethey divide. 
There is law fufficient to fpeake every where, both pro and contra; As forexample: 
Vinfe Hannibal & non feppe ufar por 
Ben la vittoriofa [ua veniera. 
Hanniball conquer’d, but he knew notafter 
To ufe well his vitorionggood fortune. 

‘Hethat (hall cake this part and with our men go about,te make that over-fight prevaile, 
that we did nor lately purfue our fortune at Monrconronr : Ox hethat fhall accufe the King 
of Spaine, who could not ufethe advantage he had againft us at Saint Quinrin,may fay this 
faule to have procecded from a mninde drunken with bis good fortune, and froma courage 
ful-gorged with the beginning of eood lucke ; lofeth the tafte how to encreafe it,being al- 
ready hindred from digefting what be hath conceived of it: He hath bis hands full,and can- 
nortaké hold any more : Unworthy that ever fortune fhould caft fo great a good into his 
lap : For, what profit hath he of it,if rotwithftanding,he give hisencmie leafure dnd meanes 
to recover himfelfe? What hope may one have,that he will once more adventure to charge 
thefere-enforced and re-united forces, and new armed withdefpite and-vengeance, that 
durft not,or knew not how to purfue them being difmaied and put to rout ? 

Dum fortuna caletydum conficit omnia terror. - 
While fortune is at ‘height in heat, 
And terror worketh all by gteat. 

But to conclude, what can he expect betrer,than what he hath lately loft > It isnot,asat 
Fence, where the number of venies given, gets the vitorie ; So long as the enemiec ison foot, 
a manis newly to begin.It is no victorie,except itend the warre: In thatconflict where Ce- 
far had the worfe, neerethe Citie of Oricnm, hereprochfully faid unto Pompess Souldiers, 
That be had utterly beene overthrowne,had their Captaine kaswne how to conquer : and paid 
hime home after another fafhion when it came to bis tune. But why may not aman alfo hold 
thecontrarie ? That it is the effet of'an infatiate and rafh- headlong minde, notro know 
how tolimit or period his covetoufnefie: That it isan abufing of Gods fayours, to goe 
about te make them lof the meafuure he hach prefcribed them, and that 4.new to cafthime 
felfe into danger after the vidtorie, “is Once Mere To remit che fame unto the mercie of for~ 
tune : Thatone of the chiefeft policies in thilitarie profeffion,is not to drive hisenemie unto 
defpaire.Sélla and Marine inthe fociall warre, having difcomfited the Marfians, feeing one 
fquadron of them yet onfoot, which through defpaire, like furious beafts were defperatel 
comming upon them, could not be induced toftay ormake head againft thera. Ifthe fervor 
of Monfieurde Foix had not drewne him over rathly and ‘moédily te purfuethe ftraglers 
of the vitorie at Ravenna,he had not blemifhed the fame with his untimely death; yetdid 
the frefh-bleeding memorie of hisexample ferve to preferve the Lord of Angnien fromthe 
like inconvenience,at Serifoles.At isdangerousto aflaile a man, whom you have bereaved of 
all other meanesto efcape or thift forhiméelfe, but by his weapons : for, necefiitie is 3 vio= 
lent {chool-miftris, and which teacheth {trange leffons : Graviffimi {unt nsor [us irritate nee 
ceffsatis. No biting fo grievous,as that of neceffitie pravoked and enraged, 

Vincitur hasd gratis jugulo qusprovocat hoftem. 
For nought you over-come himnot, 
Who bids his foe come cut his throat. 

And that isthe reafon why Pharax empeached the King of Lacedtmon,who came from 
gaining ofa vidtorieagaintt the Mantinzans,from going to chargea thoufand Argians,that 
were efcaped whole from thedifcomfiture; burrather to let them pafie with all libertie,left 
he fhould come to make triall of provoked and defpited vertue, through and by ill fortune, 
Cledomire King of Aquitaine,after his victorie,purfaing Gondemar King of Burgundie,van~ 
quifhed and running away, forced him to make a ftand,and make head againe: but his un- 
advifed wilfulneffe deprived bin of the fruit of the victorie,for hedyed in the action. Like- 
wife he that fhould chufe, whether it were belt to keepe his {ouldiers richly and fumptuouf. 
ly armed,or only for neceflitie,fhould fecmeto yeeld in favour of the firft, whereof was Sere 
seriowe,P hileptemer',Brurnt,Cefarand others,urging thatit isever a {pur to honourand glo~ 
rie, for a fowldier to fee himfelfe gorgioufly attired, andtichly armed, and an occafion , 
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yeeld himfelfe more obftinate to fight, having the careto fave hisarmes, as his goods and 
inheritance. Areafon (faith Xenophon } why the Afiatikes carried with them, wheathey 
went to warres their wivesand Concubines, with all their jewels and chiefelt wealthé “And 
mightalfo enclineto the other fide, which is, that a man fhould rather ‘remove: from his 
fouldier, all care to preferve himfelfe, than to encreafe it unto him : for; by that meanes'Ke 
fhall doubly feare to hazard or engage himfelfe, {ceing theferich fpoiles do rather encréafe 
an earneft defire of victorie inthe enemie : and ithath beene obferved, that the faid refpect 
hath fometimes wonderfully encouraged the Romans againft the Samnites,  Antiorhns 
fhewing the Armie, he prepared again(t them, gorgeoutly accoutred with all pompe ‘and 
ftatclinefle, unto Hannibziland demand ing of him, whether the Romanés would be conten. 
ted with it: yea verily, anfwered the other, they will be very well pleated with it: The 
muft needs be fo, werethey never fo covetous. Licurgue forbad his Souldiers not onely alt 
manner of fumptuoufnefle,in their equipage, butalfo to uncafe or {trip their enemies, when 
they overcame them, willing, ashe faid, that frugalitie and poverric {hould fhine with the 
re(t of tlic battcll,Both atfieges,and elfe-where, where occafion bringsusheere the cncmic, 
we freely give our fouldiers libertie,to brave,to diffaine,and injurie him with all manner of 
reproaches : And not without apparance of reafon ; for, itisnofmall matter, totake from 
them all hope of yraceand compofition,in prefenting unto them that chere isno way left to 
expect ir,from him, whom they have fo egregioufly outraged, and that there isno remedy 
left but from viétorie, Yet had Vireflsas bur bad fuccet{e in that; for, haying to dealé with 
Orho,weaker in his Souldicrs valour,and of long difaccuftomed from warre, and effemifia~ 
ted throug!r the delights and pleafiires of the Citic, himfelfe in the end fer them fo on fire 
with his reproachfull and injurious words, upbrayding them With their piitlanimiti¢e aiid 
faint-hartedriefle, atid with the regret of their Ladies, banquettings and fenfualitiés; which 
they had left at Rove, that he put them into heart againe, which no perfwafions or other 
means could doe before;and thercby drew them, whom nought could have driven, tofisht, 
and fallupon him. “And verily, when they are injuries thattouch a man to the quicke,they 
fhalleafily urge him,who was very backward to fight for his Kings quarrel,to be very for- 
Wwatd ip his owne caufé of intere# Ifa man bur contider of What conieqtience the preférva~ 
tion, and importatice, the faferi¢of a general! isin'an Armic, 2nd how the enemies chiefeft 
ayme,is at the faireft marke, whiclris the head from Which all ether depend, it fcermeth that 
that counfell cannot be doubted of which by flhitdtic great Chieftaines we have fecne piit jf 
practice, which is,in the beginnitig ofthe fight,or in thefury of the bactell,to difguife them: 
felyes. Notwithftaiiding the inconvenience aman may by this meanes incurre,is no lefle 
thanthat mifchicfe, which a manfeeketh to avotd =Forthe Captaine being imftene and tir. 
knowne of his Souldicrs, the cotirage they take by his exainple,atid the heatt they keep by 
his prefétice,is therewithall eiipaired and diminifhed; and lofing the knowne chtignes/aad 
accultomed markes oftheir Leader,they either deeme hit dead, or difpairing of any good 
fiecefle,to be fled. Aid touching experieiice wefometimes {ec it to favourthe one. 8 fornes 
timestheother partit. The acciderit of Pirehas inthe Bartell tie had agdinit the Confill Det 
winwin Trae seryveth us for-borh tiles: For,by concealing hitstélfe under the atmes of Dea 
mogaclesand arming him with his owne indeed he faved hislife’but was in gteatdanger'to 
falbinto the orher mifchiefe,& lof the day. Alexander, C afar, Lucullus loved (at what time 
thiey(were to enter fight) toarme ahd atrire'themfelves Wirk the ticheft armes, and garifh 
clothes they hadjaird of particular bright-fhining colours, Apis; Age/ilansand thar great 
Gilsppus, contraric, would ever S9€ to warres meanly accoutred and without any imperial 
orsament. Among other reproaches, that Pompeyis charged withall in thé battellof Payne 
falta, this is one {peciall, thatheidlely lingred ‘with his Armic, ‘expecting WHat hisenetié 
Would ateempr; forafinach as that(I will heate bortow the very words of Plutarke, which 
are of more confeqiiehee tha mine’) Weakneth the violence, that running '‘givech the firft 
blowes, and therewithallremoyeth'the charging of the Combattans ore aeaimft another, 
which more,than any other thing is Wont to fill them with fury and impetuohty when with 
velicinience they come to entet-fhécktone anothey augmenting their courage by the ctie $e 
Tunming;and in a manner alayeth and quaileth the heat of the Souldiers: Loe-here whiat he 
daith' concerning this/But had Cz /aPlolt, who might not alfo have {aid that concririwife the 


Hronsé(Pand firmeft fictia gion, is that, wherein 4'mah keeps his ftand without badging 4fid 
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that who is fettled in his march, clofing, and againft any time of need, {paring his ftrength 
in himnfelfe,hath a great adyantage againft him, that is in motion and difordered, and that 
running hath already confumed part of his breath? Morcoyer, that an armic beir.g abody 
compoted of fo many feyerall parts, it is impoffibleit fhouldin fuch furie advance it felfe 
with fo juft a march, and proportioned a motion, and not breake and dif-ranke,or at leaft 
alter her ordinance, and that the nimbleft be not grapling before his fellowes may helpe 
him. In that drearie batrell ofthe two Perfian brethren, Clearchus the Lacedemonian, who 
commanded theGrecians that followed C)ris his factior led them faiieand gently with- 
out any haft-making to their charges ; but when he came within fifty paces of hisencmies, 
he bad them with all {peed to run unto it ; hoping by the fhortneffe of the diftance toma- 
nage their order,and direét their breath ; in the meane time giving them the advantage of 
the impetuofitie,beth for their bodies, and for their fhooting-aimes. Orheis have ordered 
this doubr intheir army after this manner: If your enemies headlong 1un upon you,ftay for 
them and bougenot: Ifthey without ftirring ftay for you,run with furie upen them, 
Inthe paflage whichthe Emperour Charlesthe fifth made intoP rovence,out King Frameis 
the firft flood a good while upon this choice;whether it were beft,by way of prevention,to 
goand meet with him in/talse,or to ftay his comming into France:and albeit he confidered 


what anadvantage it is, for oneto preferve his houfe from the troubles and mifchiefcs that 
Wy nes withit, to the end that pofleffing her whole ftrength, ic may continually in all 
tires of need, {tore him with moncy,: ndfupply hima ith all other helps; and confidering 


how the neceffitie of direfull warre, doth daily enforce a General] to make {poile of goods, 
and waftethe Countrie,which cannot well be donc in our owne goods & countrie:and ifthe 
countriman-doth notas patiently iz lure this ravage at his friends hands, as at his enemies, 
foas {editions may cnfueamongft dur owne faGtions,aud troubles among our friends:That 
licence to rob and fpaile, whichin his Countrie may not be tolerated, is agreat furtherance 
in aSouldies,and makes him the more willing,to endure the miferies and toylirgs that fol- 
low warre: And what a hard matter it is to keep the Souklier in office & heart, who hathno 
other hope of profit, but his bare pay,and is fo ncere his wife, his children,his friends, && his 
home: That he wholayeth the cloth, ts ever put to the greateft charges: That there s more 
pleafure in agusling than iz defending: And that theappichenfion ofa battel loft in our owne 
home and entrailes,is fo violent,thacit may eafily fhakethe whole frame,and diflem per the 
whole body. Seeing there isno paffion fo contagious,as that of feate,nor to caficapprehen- 
ded andtaken a-tru(t,or doth more furioufly poffette all parts of man And thatthe Cities 
or Townes, which have cither heard the buttling noife of the Tempeft, or feene the {par- 
kles of this all-confuming fire at their gates,or have perhaps received their Cap:aines woun- 
ded, their Citizens purfued and their Souldiers fpoiled, and all our ofbreath, if they benot 
more chan obftinately conftant, it is a thoufand to one, ifin that brunt of turie, they doe not 
headlong caft themfelves into fome defperate refolution: yet did he conclude and chofethis 
refolye er the beft.Firft to revokc his forces, he had beyond the Mountaines in Jsadse, and 
ro (tay his enemies approches,For,he might.on the contrarie part imagine, that being is his 
owne Countrie,and aimid{t good friends,he had the better leafuse to re-enforce hisdecayed 
forces,and more opportunity,to ftrengthen Townes,tomunite Cattles,to ftore Rivers with 
all neceflarics they wanted, and to keepe all paflagesat hisdevotion, which done, all the 
waycs fhould be open for him,and might by them haye all manner of vigtuals,money,and 
other habilements of warre brought him,in fafety,8 without convoy :that he fhould have 
his fubjeéts fo much the morcaffectionate unto hin, by, how.much nearer they fhould fee 
the danger : That having fo many Cities, Townes, Holds, Caftles,and Barres for his fecu- 
ritie,he mightat all times,according to opportunitie and advantage, appoint and give Law 
unto the fight:And if he were pleafedto remporize,whileft hetookc his eafe,kept his forces 
whole,and maintained him(elf in fafery,he might{ce his enemy conlume.and wafte himelé, 
by the difficulties which daily mutt neceflarily affaulr, environ andcombathim, ashe who 
fhould be cngaged in an cnemie-countrie and toe-land; Where he fhould have nothing nor 
meet with any thing,cither before,or behind him,orof any fide; that did not offer him con- 
tinuall warre :no way nor meanes to refreth, to cafe or give his armic clbow-roome,if any 
fickneffe or contagion fhould come amongit his men 5 nor fhelterro lodge his hurtand 
maymed Souldiers : where neither moni¢,munition,nor viGtuals might come unto him,but 
at 
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atthefwords poiut; where he fhould never have leafureto rake any reft,or breath; whete he 
fhould have no knowledge of places, paflages, woods, foords, rivers, or countrie, that might 
defend him from ambufcados, ot furprifes: And if he fhould unfortunately chance to lofe a 
battell no hope to fave, or meancs to re-unite the reliques of his forces. Andthere want not 
examples to ftrengthen both fides. Scipio found it better for him to invade his enemies coun. 
trie of Affricasthan to defend his owne,and fight with him in Jtalie,where he was, wherein 
he had good fuccefle. But contrariwife, Hanasball, in the fame warre wrought his owne 
overthrow, by leaving the conquett of a forraine countrie, for to goeand defend his owne. 
The Athenians haying left the enemie in their owne land, for to paffe into Siilie, had very 
ill flicceffe, and were much contrdried by fortune : whereas Agathocles King of Sitacnfa 
rofpered and was favoured by her, whattiniehe pafledince ef ffrica,and leftthe warre on 
Pot in his owne countrie, And we are accuftomed to fay with fome thew of reafon, that 
efpecially in matters of warre the events depend (for the greatelt part) onfortune ; which 
feldome will yeeld,or never {abject her felfe unto our difcourfe or wifdome, as fay thefe en- 
fuing verfes, 
Et male confulets presinms eit, prudensia fualbax, Manil.afir. 
Nec fortnna probar caufas fequirargue mecrentes ? Tite BS. 
Sed vacaper cuntos nulle difcrimine ferter > 
Scrlicee eit alind quod nos cogatqne regasqne 
Majus,& in proprias ducat mortalialeges. 
T’is be(t for ill advis’d, wifdome may faile, 
Fortune proves not the caufe thar fhould prevaile, 
But here and there without refpect doth faile, 
A higher power forfooth us over-drawes, 
And mortal! ftates guides with immortal] lawes, 
Butif it be well taken, it emeth that our counfels and deliberations doe as much depend 
of her; and rhat fortune doth alfo engage our difcourfes and’ confulcations in her trouble 
anduncertaintic.¥¢ reafon ralbly,and difcowrfe ar randen,{aith Timsens in Plate: Foryeven as 
we,fo have ony difcourfes great participarion with the temeritie of hazard. 


Crap. ALVITI. 


Of Steeds, called in French Deftriers: 


Ehold,]J am now becomea Gramarian,I,who never learnt tongue but by way ofroat, 
B and that yet know not what either Adjective, Conjunétive,or Ablative meaneth.As far 
as [remember, Ihave fometimes heard fay, that the Romanes had certaine horfes, which 
they called Funales, or Dextravios, which onthe right hand were led by,as fpate horfes, to 
take them frefh at any time of need : And thence it commeth, that we call horfes of feryice 
Deffriers,And our ancient Romanes doe ordinarily fay to Adexter;in fteed of to accompa 
nie. They alfo called Defaltortos equos,certaine horfes that werefo taughr,that mainly-ran- 
ping withall the fpeed they had, joyning fidestoone another, withour citer bridle or fad- 
dle,the Roman gentlemen armed at all atlayes, inthe middeft of their running-race, would 
caftand recaft themfelves from one to another horfe. The Numidian men ac armes, were 
wont to havea fecond {pare-horfe led by hand, ‘that inthe greate(t furie of the bateell, they 
might fhift and ¢ hangehorfe: Owibvus,defultoram in modam, binos trahentibus equos,inter Liv, bel. pun: 
cerrimam fepe pugnam in recentem equum ex teffo armatis tranfulearemos crat.-Tanta ver dec,3.b3, 
locttas sp/is, ransque docile equorums LEnHs Whofe manner was,a6 ef they had beene vasleers, 
leading two horfes with them sn armourte leap fromtheir tired hor fe so rhe frefb-one, even in 
the hotteft of the fight. So great agilitie was mthemfelves, aud (0 apere be ranght was therace 
ofthem horfes. There are many horfes found; that are taught co helpetheir mafter, torun 
upon any man fhallofferto draw a naked fword upon them; furioufly teleap upon any 
man, both with feet ro (trike, and with teethto bite, thar fhall affront chem; but that for 


the moft part they rather hurtcheir frrendsthan theirencinies. Confidering alfo, thacif they 
once 
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once be grapled, you cannoteafily take them oftand you mutt ucedsftand tothe meicie of 
theircombat. e4rribins, Generall of the Perfian armic had very illlucke to be mounted 
upon a horfe fafhiened in this{choole, at whartime he fought man to man againit Onef- 
ins King of Salamis ; for, he was the caufe of his death, by reafon the fhield-bearer gr 
{quire of One files cut him with a faulchon berweene thetwo fhoulders, even as he was lea- 
ping upon hismafter. Andifthar, which the Italians report be true, that in the battell of 
Fornove.King Charles his horfe with kicking, winching,and flying, rid both his matter and 
himfelfe from the enemies that encompatt him, to difmount or kill him, and without that, 
he hed beene loft: He committed himfelfeto a great ha zard, and{cap’t a narrow {cow- 
ring. The Mammialukes boat, that they have the nimbleft and readiclt horfes of any men 
at armesinthe world. That both by nature they are inftructed to difcerne,and by cufteme 
taught co diftinguifh their enemie, on whom they muft leap and wince with feet, and bite 
with teeth according tothe voice their mafter{peaketh, or rider giveth rheme And are like- 
wife taught to. take up from the ground, lances, darts, or any other weapons with their 
snouths,and as he commandeth to prefent them to their rider, It is faid of Cafar,and of Pom 
pey the Great, that amongft their, many ether excellent qualities, they were alfo moftcun. 
ning and perfecthorfemen; andnamely of Ca/ar, that in his youth being mounted upona 
horfe,and without any bridle, hemnade him runa full cariere, mak¢a {odaine {top,and with 
hishands behind his backe performe what ever can be expected ofan excellent ready horie, 
And even as nature was pleafed to makeboth him and Alexander two matchlefle miracles 
in militarie profeffion, fo would you fay, fhe hath alfo endevoured, yea,enforced herfelfe to 
arme themextraordinarily ; For, all menknow, that e4/exanders horle called Bucepha- 
lus, had ahead fhaped like unto that of a bull; that he fuffered no manto get-on and fit 
him, but his mafter; thatnone could weald.and mauagehimbut he; what honours were 
done him after his death, all know, for he had a Citicereéted in bis name, Cefarlikewife 
had another,who.had-his fore-fect like unto amans,with hoofts cloven informe of fingers, 
who couldneverbe handled dreft, or mounted but by Cafar, who when he died dedicated, 
his image tothe Goddefle Venms. If Ibe once omhorfe-backe, I alight very unwillingly ; 
for, it isthe feat I like belt, whether Tbe foundor ficke, Plato commendeth 1 to be availen 
fullfor health > And Plinie affrmeth the fame to be healshfull for the fomacke, and forthe * 
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joynts. And fithence we be falne into this fubject, let usa little follow it I pray you, We 
read of a law in Xenophon, by which all men that either had or were able zo keepe a horfe, 
weie exprefly forbiddento travell and goea foot. Tregws and Ju/tinus report,thet the Par- 
thians were not only accuftomed to warre on horfe-backe, but alfo todifpatch all theit 
bufineffe, and negotiate their affairesborh publike and privat; asco bargainc, to buy, to 
fell,to parly, to meet, to entertaine one another, and to converfe and walke together; and 
thatthe chiefeft ditference betweene free menand fervantsamong{t them, is, thac the firlt 
evertide, and the other goc alwaies on foot. An inftitution firft devifed by King Cyreed. 
Thereare many examples inthe Romane hiftories (and Sweronins doth more particularly 
yoteit in Cefar) of Captainesthat commanded their horfemento alight, whenicever, by 
occafion, they fhould be urged unto it, thereby to remoye all manner of hope from their 
Souldiers to fave themfelyes by flight, and forthe advantagethey hoped fox in this manner 
of fight: Oso haud dubit{uperat Romanus. Whereinundantedly the Romanes w {uperiony 

to.all, faith Titus Livine: yct fhall we fee, thatthe firft provifion, and chiefe meanes the 
ufedto bridle rebellion amongft their new conquered nations, wasto deprive thom of alf 
aries and horfes, Therefore finde we fo often in Cafar ; Arma proferri, jumenta produci, 
objides darijubet: He commands all their armour fhonld be brought forth, ai their catteh 
fooutd be driven ont, andhoftages fhonld be delivered. The great Turke doth nor permis at 
this day any Chriftian or Jew, to have or keepe any horfe forhimfelfe, throughour ali bis 
large Empire. Our anceftors, and e{pecially eat what time we had warres with the Englifh, 
in all folcmnecombars, or fer bartels, would.( for the moft past ) alight from their hostes, 
and. fight.on foot, becauferhey would mor adventureto hazard fo precious arhing as their 
honour and life, buton the truft of their owne proper ftrength, and. vigour of cheir un- 
danted courage, and confidence of their limbs. Let Chrifasches in Xenophon fay what he 
pleafeth : whofoever fighteth on horfe-backe, cngageth his valour, and hazarderh his for~ 
cune onthat of his-hoste; his hurts, his Mssbling, hisdeath,drawes your lifeand fortupe 
ite 
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inte confequence, if he chaice to ftarcle or be aftaid, thenare you induced todoubt or fear 
if to leape forward then to become tafh and fond-bardy: if he want agood mouthora 
ly {purre; your honour is bound to anfwer for it. And therefore doe not I finde it § 
that thofe combats were more firme and furious,than thofe which now we fee fougin enon 
horfe-backe. 

——cedebant pariter,pariterque rnebant 

Viklores, vittigue, neque hu faga notrasneqgue illts. 

The victors and the vanquifhe both together 

Gave backe,came on : the fight was knowne in neither, : 

Their battels are {eene much better compact and contrived : They are now but bicke- 

rings and touts : pringus clamor atqu: impetusrem decernir. 7 he firft (hou and fhocke makes 
anond of the matter.And thething we callto helpe us,and keepe us company in fo great and 
hazardous an adventure, ought as much as poflible may be, lic {till in our difpotition and 
abfolute power. As I would counfella gentleman to chufe the fhortelt weapons,and fuch as 
hemay beft affure himfelfe of.Je is moft apparant,that a man may better aflure himfelfe of a 
{word he holdeth imhis hand,than of a bullet thor out ofa piftoll, co which belong fo many 
feverall patts,as powder, ftone,tocke, {fnapshanfe, barrel, ftocke, fcowring-peece,and many 
others, whereof if the leaft faile, or chance to breake, and be diftempeted, itisableto oyer- 
throw, to hazard, or mifcarry your fortune. Seldome doth that blow come or light onthe 
marke it is aymed at,whiclit heayredoth carry. 

Et quo ferre velint permittere vilmeraveutss, 

Enjfis haber viresy@ gens quacnnque Virorum est, 

Bella gerit gladti. 
ndes leaveto give wounds as they lift, 
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ave ftrength and right men never mitt 
With {word t’affalt,and with {word to refit, 

But concerning that weapon, I fhall more amply {pcake of it, where I willmakea ¢om= 
parifon betweeneancient and modernearmes > And except the aftanithment and fighting 
ofthecare, which nowadaies is growne fo familiar amongft men, that none doth greatly 
feareit; Ithinkeit to bea weapon of fall etfee, and hope to {eethe ufe of it abolithed. 
That wherewith the Italians were wont ‘to throw,: withfie in it, was more frightfulland 
terrour-moving. They-were accuftomed to name.a kinde of javelin, Phalaricas armed at one 
end with an yron pike of three foot long,that itmight piercean armed man through; which 


lying in the field they ufed to lanch or hurle withthe hand, and fometimes'to fhoot our of - 


certaine engines, forto defend befieged places: the ftafte whereof being wreath’d about 


with hemp or fiax,all pitched and oiled over, flying in the ayre; would foone be fet afire.and 
ying ) 


lighting upon any body ortarget, deprived the partie hit therewith, ‘ofall ufe of weapons 


rere 


or limbes : Me thinkes neverthelefle,chat comming tograpple, it mightafwell hinder che af- 
failant, as trouble the aflailed, and that the ground ftrewed with fach burning truncheons, 
§ 


might ina pell-mell_confufion produce acommon incommodities 
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vito monttrous buzzing came a fire-dartebirled; 
As ita thunderbolt had there beené whirled, 


Phey had alfo other meanes,toche ule of which cuftorne enured theni,.and that-by reafon 
of inexperience feeme incredibleto us: wherewith they fupplicd'the defect of our powder 
and bullets. They with fuch fury darted their Piles; and-with fach force hurled their jayve- 
lins,thatthey often pierced two targets dnd two armed men through, asit were witha fir, 
Phey hit asf{ureand as farre with their flings,as with any: other thot: Saas eloboiisfunda, 
mare Apert tnceffentes = coronas modtci circuli magne exinterVallo locza (ucts travceresnon 
capita modo hoftsum vulnerabaut, fed quer locum deftinaffent, While they were boyesswith 
rotnd ffomes ina fling, making ducks and drakes spon the fea, they acct {tamed to caft throw gh 
tonnd marks of {mall compalfea great diftance off : whereby they not only bit and hurt the 
beads of thesr enemies but would fhrtke any placethey aymed at, Their battering ormurthe- 
ring peeces repretented jas well theettect, asthe clattering and thunderinenoife of ours: 4d 
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wales madewsth aterriblenvife, feare and trembling beganto attach them within, The 
Gavles our ancient forefathers in 4/4, hated mortally fuch treacherous and flying wea. 
pons,as they that were taughttofight hand to hand and with more courage. Non tam paten- 
sibus plagis movertur,ubi latior qudma altior plaga eSt,eriam gloriofiws fe pugnare putant ; ii- 
dems quum aculens{agitta,aut glandis abdita sutron {ns tenui vulnere in [peciem urit: tum m 
rabiern & pudorem tam parve perimentis pefiis verfi,profternnnt corpora hurt. I bey are not 
fo much moved with wide gafhes, where the wound w more broad thaw it is deepe, there they 
thinke, thar they fight with mere bravery ; bat when the fling of an arrow or a bullet, with a 
frnall woundto fhew, gals ther inwardly, then falling ato rage and foame that fo flight a burt 
fhould kill chem,they caft their bodies on the ground. . 

A model or piéture very neere upto an harqnebufada.Theten thoufand Gracians in their 
long-lingring,and farre-famous retreat, encountered with a certaine nation,that exceeding- 
ly much endomaged them with ftiffe,ftrong and great blowes,ind fo long arrowes, that ta~ 
king them up,they mightthrow them after the manner ofa dart,and with them pierce a tar- 
get and an armed manthorow and thorow, Theengines which Dsony fins invented in Sira- 

cufasto fhoot and caft mightie big arrowes,or rather timber-pecces,and huge-great {tones, 
fo farre and with fuch force, did greatly reprefent,and come very neere our moderheiaven- 
tions, We may not alfo forget, the pleafant feat,which one named matter Peter Pol,do&tor 
in diyinitie ufed to fit upon his mule, who as AZonftrelet reporteth, was wont to ridewp and 
dowue the frets of Paris,ever fitting fideling as women ufe.He alfo faith in another place, 
that the Gatcoines had certaine horfes,fo fierce and terrible,taught to turneand {top fudden- 
ly in running,wherear the French,the Piccards,the Flemmings,and Brabantins(asthey who 
were never accuftomed to fee the like) were greatly amazed, and thought ita wonder : I ufe 
his very words, Cefar {peaking of thofe of Swethen,faith,In any skirmifh or fight on horfe- 
backe,they often alight to combat on foot, having fotrayned and taught their horfes,that fo 
long as the fight lafteth, they never bouge from their matters fide, thatifneed require, they 
may fuddenly mount up againe: and according to their naturallcuftome, thereis nothing 
accounted more bafe or vile, than to ufe faddles or bardels, and they greatly contemne and 
{corne fach asufe them : So that afew of them feare not to encounter with a troupe farreex- 
ceeding them in number. That which I have other times wondered at, to fee a horfe fathio- 
ned atid raught,that 2 man having but a wand in‘his hand, and his bridle loofe hanging over 
hiseares, might at his pleafure manage, and make him turne, ftop,run, ca ricre,trot, gallop, 
and whatever elf may be expeéted of an excellent ready horfe, was common amongft the 
Maffilians,who never ufed cither bridle or fadle. 

Es gens qua nudo refidens Maffilia dorfoy 

Ora levi flettir, franorum nefciavirga. 

Maffilianborfernen on bare horfe-backesfit 

Manage with light rod without reynes or bit. 

Et Numida tnfrani cingant. 

Numidians who their horfes ride 

Withoutbit,round about us bide. 

Equi fine franis deforms ipfe onr{usyigida cervice  extentocapite currentinm: The her- 
fes being wishout bridles, their conrfe is sil favonred, they runnin ig with a fife necke, and ont- 
frretch’t bead (like a roafted Pig ge:) Alphen{ws King of S, paine that firlteRtablifhed the or~ 
der of Knights, called the order of the Bend orskarfe, among {t other rulesdevifed thisone, 
that none of them, upon paine to forfeit a marke of filver, for every time offending, fhould 
ever ride cither mule or mulet; as J lately read in Gnevaras epittles, of which whofoever 
calledthem his golden epittles, gave a judgement farre different from mine. . The Courtier 
faith, That before his tinse,it was counted a great frame ina gentleman to be feene riding upon 
a mules Whereasthe Abyffines are ofa contrarie opinion, who accordingly asthey are ad= 
vanced to places of honour, or dignitie,about their Prince; called Prefter-Lolm; fo.doethey 
moreand more affeét in figne of pompe and ftate,to rideupon large- great mules, Xenophox 
reporteth, that the Affirians were ever wort to keepetheit horfesfaft-tied in fecters or gy¥ESs 
and ever in the ftable, they were fo wilde and furious. And for that they required fomuch 
timetounthackle, andto harnith them, (left protragting of fo long time, might, ifthey 
Should chanicé at unawares,and being unteady, to be furprifed by their enemies, sie 
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them) they never tooke up their quarter in any place, except ic were well] dyked and intrens 
ched : His Civus,whom he maketh fo cunning in horfemanthip,did alwaids keepe his horfes 
ata certaine ftint, and would never fuffer them to have any meat before they had deferved 
the fame by the {weat of fome exercife. If the Scithians in time of warre chanced to be 
brought to any neceflitie of victuals, the readieft remedy they had, wasto let their horles 
bloud,and therewithall quenched their thirit,and nourifhed themielves. 

Venit & epoto Sarmata palt ws eguo. 

The Scithian alfo came, who ftrangely fecdes 

On drinking out his horfe (orthat hee bleedes,) 

Thofe of Crorta being hardly befieged by Merekus,were reduced tofohard a pinch, and 
farait neceffitie of all maaner of other beverage, that they wereforced todrinke the @ale or 
urine of their horfes, To verifie how much betrer cheapethe Turkes doe both levic, cons 
duct, and maintaine their armies, than we Chriftians doe ; They report, thar befides their 
fouldiers never drinke any thing but water, and feed on nothing but rice, and drie-falt fleth, 
which they reduce into a kinde of powder(whereofevery privateman doth commonly ca- 
ry fo much about him,as will {erve fora moneths provifion) and fora fhift, will livea long 
time with che bloud of their horfes: wherein they ufeto puta ceitain quantitie of falr,asthe 
Tartars and Moskovites doe. Thefe new difcovered people of the Indies, when the Spani« 
ards came firft among{t them,efteemed that afwell menashorf s,were cither gods, orcrea- 
tures far beyond ,and excelling their nature in nobilitic,Some of Which, after they were van. 
quithed by them, cormming to fue for peaceand beg pardonat their hands, to whom the 
brought prefents of geld and fuch viands astheir countrie yceelded; omitted not to brine the 
fame, and as much unto their horfes, and with as folemne Oration as they had madcunto 
men,taking their neighings,as a language of truce and compofition,In the nether Indies, the 
chiefe and royalle(t honour was ancicatly wont to be,to fide upon an Elephant ; the fecond 
to goc in Coaches drawne with foure horfes; the third, to ride upon a Camel! ; the laft and 
bafelt, wasto be carried or drawne by onchorfealone. Some of our moderne Writers re= 
port,to have {eerie fome Countries in thaccli:nate, where the people ride oxen, with packe- 
faddles,Rirrops,and bridles, by whichthey were carried very calily, Oninens Fabins Maxi- 
mus Retilianus, warring againft the Samuites,and feeing that his horfemen, in three or foure 
charges they gave,had mitledico breake and run through his enemies battalion, atlaft refol- 
ved thus, thatthey fhould.all unbridletheir horfes, and with maine force of fharpe{purres 
prickeand broach them ; which done,the horfes as enraged, tooke fuch a running, thorow, 
and achwart che enemies campe,armesand men, that nought was able to refift them: and 
with fuch a furie thar by opening, fhouldring, and overtirowing, the battallion, theyinade 
Way for his Infanterie, whichthere committed a molt bloudy flaughter, and obtained a no. 
table vigtorie. The like was commanded and effected by Ow intms Fulving Flaccus againit 
the Celtiberians: Jd cum majore vs cquerum facictis, fi efranatosin hoftes CUMS iM mbittites; 
quod fepe Romanos equites cums laude feciffe memorse prodstum est. Detrath: ifqne franis bis 
ultro ctiroque cum magna Strage hoftinns,tnfrathis omnibus baftissranfesrrersnt. That foal 
you doe with more violence of bor{e,if you force your hor{e unbridled on the enemze - which it cs 
recorded,the Roman horfemen have often performed with S7eat proofe and praife, So pulling off 
the bridles,they twiceran through forward, and backe a igasne with great flanghter of the exe- 
wsie all their lannces broken, 

The Duke of Mofcovie did anciently owe this reverenceunto the Tartars, at what time 
foever they fent any Ambatfadors to him; that he muft gee meet them on foot, and prefent 
them witha goblet full of mares. milke (adrinkecounted very delicious amongft them) 
which whilft they were drinking, ifany drop chaunced to be {pilt upon their horfes haires, 
hie was,by duitie bourd to licke the fame up with his tongue. The armiewhich the Einperor 
Bajazeth had fentinto Ruffia, was overwhelmed by fo horrible a tempeft of fnew, thatto 
find fome fheltcr,and to fave theinfelves froin the extremitic of thecold many advifedto kill 
and unpanclitheir horfes,and’enter into their panches,toenjoy and find fome eal bythat vi- 
tallheat. Bajazerh after that bloudy and tragical'conflis& wherein he was overthrowne by 
the Scithian Tamburlare, it fecking to efeape, ‘ad no'doubt faved hitifelfe, by the fwift- 
nef{e of an Arabian mare,on which he was mountéd that day, if unluckily he had notbeene 
forced to letherdtinke her Allin paffing over a tiver; which made her fofaint and cman 
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that he was cafily overtaken and apprehended by thofe that purfucd him. The comimon fa y- 
ing is,that to let a horfe ftale after a full cariere, doth take downe his fpecd, but J would ne- 
yer have thought that drinking had done it,but rather ft rengthened and heartned him. 

Crefis pafling alongft the citic of Savdis,found cevtaine thickets,wheriu were great flore 
of fhakes & ferpents,on which his horfes fed verie hungerly which ching ,asHeredorss faith, 
was an ill. boding-prodigy unto his affaires. Wecall him en entire horfe, that hath his full 
mane,and whole cares,and which in fhew, or ata mafter,doth not exceed others. The La- 
cedemonians having defeated the Athenians in Sicslie, returning in great pompeand glory 
from the victory, into the City of § ivacufa, among other Bravadoes of theirs, cauled 
fuch horfes.as they had taken from their enemics to be fhorne all over, and fo led them in 
triumph. Alexander fought with anation called Dabasswhere they went to warre two and 
two,all armed upon one horfe, but when they cameto combat, one muft alight, and fofuce 
éeffively one fought on foot, and the other on horfe backe, each in his turne one after ano. 
ther,.f am perfwaded that in refpect of fufficiencic,ofcomlinefle, and of grace on horfeback, 
no Nation goeth beyond us, A good horfe.man, (fpeaking according to our phrafe)feemeth 
rather to refpeé& an undifinayed courage,than an attected cleane feat, The man moft skilful; 
beft and fureft-ficting, comelieft-graced,and nimbleft-handed ,to fit, ro ride, and mannagea 
horfe cunningly,that ever I knew,and that beft pleafed iny humor, was Monfieur de Carma- 
valer,who was Matter of the horfe unto our King Henry the fecond. [ have feenea mantake 
his full cariere, ftanding boult-up-tight on both his feet inthe faddle, leap downe to the 
ground from it, and turning backe,take offthe faddle, and prefently fer it onagaineas faft as 
ever it was,and then leap into it againe,and al this did he whilft his horfe was running as faft 
48 might be with his bridle on his necke.Jhavealfo feene him ride over a bonetorcap, and 
being gone a good diftance from it, with his bow fhootig backward, to fticke many ars 
rowes inthe fame} then fitting till in the faddle,totake up any thingfrom the ground, to 
fet one foot othe ground, and keepe the other in the ftirrop, and continually running doe 
a thoufand fiich tumbling and apifh tricks, wherewith he got his living. There have in my 
time two men beenefeene in Confantinople, both at once upon ont horfe, and who in his 
{peedieft running, would byturnes, firft one, and then another, leape downe to the ground, 
and theninto the faddle againe, the one ftill taking the others place. And another, who on- 
ly with teeth, and without the helpeof any hand, would bridle, curry, rub, drefle, faddile, 
pitt, and harnifh his horfe. Another, that betweene two horfessand both faddled, ftanding 
uptight, with one foot in the one, and the fecond in the other, did beate another man oa 
his armes, fanding uptight, runa full fpeedy courfe, and the uppermoft to fhoot and hit 
any marke with his arrowes. Divers have beene feene, who ftanding on their heads, and 
with theit legs out-ftretched aloft, having many fharp-pointed cimitaries faftncd round 
about the faddle, to gallop a fullfpeed. While I wasa young lad, I faw the Prince of Sw/- 
ruowa at Naples, manage a young, 2 rough and fierce horfe, and thew all manner of horfe- 
manthip; To holdteftons,or reals under his knees and toes, fo fatt,asifthey had beene nay- 
led chete, arid all to fliew his fire; fteady, and unmoveable fitting, 
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, owes willingly excufe our people for having ne othet patterne or rule of perfeétion, but 
his owne cuflomes,. his owne fafhions : For, it is 2 commomvice, net only in the vulgar 
fort,. but as it were in all men, tobendtheirayme, and frame their thoughts untothe fafhi- 
ons,wherein they were borne, I ampleafed when he thall fee Fabricis or Lalinsy who be- 
eauferhey arc neither attired ,nor, fathioned according to our manner, that he condemne 
theit countenance to. be {trange, and. their cariage barbarous. But I bewaile his Serie 
indifcretion, ia thathe faffereth himfelfeto be fo blinded, and deceived by theauthoritie of 
prefent cufteme, aid shatifouftome pleafeth, heisready to change opimion, and yariead- 
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vife,every moneth,nay every day,and judoeth fo diverfly of himfelf. When he wore fhortz 
wafted doublets, and but fictle lower then this breaft, he would maintaine by milicane rea- 
fons that the wafte wasin his right place: but when not long after he came to Weare ther fo 
longwafted yea aloft fo lowas his Privities, than began he to Condemne the former fafhi- 
on, as fond, mtolerable and deformed + and tocommend the latter,ascomely, handfome, 
arid commendable, Anew fafhion of apparell creepeth no fooner intoufe, bue prefencly he 
blameth and difpraifeth the old, and that with © carneft a refolution, and univerfall a con- 
fent, that you would fay, itisforne kind of madnefle, or felfe fond humor, that giddieth his 
underftanding. 
And foraimuch as our changing or altering of fafhions, is fo fudden and new-fangled; 
chat the inventions, aid new devices of alll the tailors in the world, cannot fo faft invent no 
velties, itmultneceflarily follow, that neglected and ftale rejeéted fathionsdoe often come 
into credit and ufeagaine : And the lateft and newelt, within a while after come ro be out: 
ca(t and defpifed, and that one {elfe-fame judgement within the {pace of fiftcene or twentic 
yeares adimitteth not only two or three different but alfo cleaie contraric Opinions, with fo 
liche and incredible inconftancie; that any man would wonder dt ite There is no man fo 
futcle-crafty among(t us,that fifitcth not himfelfeto be enveigled and over-reached by this 
cohtradiction, and that is not infenfibly dazeléd, both with his inward and externall ies: 
I willheere huddle-up fone few ancient fathions that {[ remnéiniber : Some Sf them like unto 
ours,other-fome farre differing from therh* To the end that having evér this continuall vac 
riation of hnmance things in our mitide, we tnay the betrer enlighten and confirme tir crank 
ported judgement. That manner of fight which we ufe now ad dies with rapier and cloke, 
was alfo ufed among the Romais, as faicn Ca/ar. Sinifitws fagos mvolvnnt, gladiolgne di- 
fringins : They wrap their left armes in their clokes, and draw their fwords. We may to this 
day obferve this vice to be among ft us, and.which we havc taken fiom then, thatis, to ftay 
fiich paflengersas weirieet by the way, aid fotce them to tel! us, whothey ate, whence they 
come, whither they soe, and to count ir as an injurie, and cauié of qiiarrell ifthey refufe to 
atifwer our dertrand.In Baths, which our forefathers ufed daily before inéalés, as ordinarily 
as we ufe water to wath our hands, when fit they camic inte them, they wafhed but théit 
armesand legees, but afterward ( which cuftomelafted many after-ages ; and tothis day 
continucth amonglt divers nations of the world) their Whole body over, with compounded 
and perfumed waters.in fuch fort as théy held it asa great teftimonic of fimplicitie,to wath 
theinfelves in pureand uncompounded water : Such as Were not delicate, and efteminare, 
Were wont to perfume their whole botlits over and Over, three or fourétimes every day ; 
Aud often (as our Prench woinen have lately taken up ) to pickeand fhip ouc tlie haires of 
theit forehead {6 they of allttheit body. 
Qvod petini,qnod ervra ttbi,quod brachia vellis. 
That you ftom breaft legoes armes, the hairé 
Neatly pull off (to make thea faire.) 

Although they kad choice ofohitments fit for thar purpofe, 
Piilotro niter, aut avida later abdica creta. 
She flrines with ointments that make haire to fall, 
Or with dry Chalke fhe oveticovers all. 

They loved'to lic fof; and’on fire downe-Beds; illeaging lying oli hard matteffed ‘as 


afigne of paticiiee. They fed lying on theif beils, necre after the manner SF the Turkésnow- 


adaies. 


A + te, 


Tnde there pater Aneas fie deus ab alro. 
Father e 4 eas thus gaa fay, 
From ftately couch where thea he lays 
And itis rported of Cyto inter, that afer the battell of Phar/alis, and that he began'to 
Mourne and bewaile the miferable (Fate OF the common-wealth, and ill condition of pub. 
like affaires: “He ever cat Gttig on che ground, folowing ai/auftere, ‘and oblerving a (trict 
Kitide of life. “The Befo las manos was ufed 45 4 figne of honour and huinilitie, onl y toward 
Raat perfous. If friehds mecafter friendly falucations they ufed co kiffe one another; asthe 
enetians doe at thisday, 
Gratatufane darem cuws dorlcibsis ofenla verbisy 
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Give her I would wich grectings graced, - 
Kiflies with {weet words enterlaced, 

And in faluting or fuing toany great man, they touched his knees, . Paficles the Philofo~ 
pher, brother unto Crates,comming to faluteone,wheras he fhould have carried his hand to 
hisknee,carried the fame unto his genitories: The partic falured, having rudcly pufh’t him 
away;Whar?quoth he,és not that part yours as well as the other? Their manner of feeding was 
as ours, their fruit laft. They were wontto wipe their tailes (this yaine fuperftition of words 
mult be left unto women ) with a {ponge, and that’s thereafon why Spongéa in Latine is 
counted au obfcene word : which fponge was ever tied tothe end of a {taffe, as witneffeth 
the ftorie of him,that was carried to be devoured of the wild beafts before the people, who 
defiring leave to goc to a privie beforehis death, and having no other meanes to kill him- 
felfe,thruft downe the {fponge and ftaffe,hee found in the privie, into histhrote, wherewith 
he choked himfelfe. Elaving ended the delights of nature,they were wont to wipe their pri. 
vities with perfumed wool. ; 

Ss tibinil faciam,fed losa mentula lana, 
To thee no fich thing will I bring, 
But with wath’t wooll anotherthing. 
In every ftrcet of Rome were placed tubs, and fiuch veffels for paffengers to make water in, 
Puji fepelacums propter,{e ac dolig carta 
Somno dejnntti credunt extollere veftens. 
Children afleepe oft thinke they take up all 
Necre to fome piffing tub, ome lake, fome wall. 

They ufed to breake their faft, and nonchion berweene meales, and all fummer time, had 
men that fold fhowe up and downe the ftrects, wherewith they refrefhed their wines; of 
whom fome were{o daintie, thatall winter long they ufed to put fnow into their wine, not 
deeming it cold enough. Principal, and noble men had their cup-bearers, calters, carvers 
and buffons to make them merric. Ia Winter their,viandes were brought and {et onthe 
boord upon arches, as we ufe chafing difhes; and had portable kitchins, (of which Lhaye 
feenefome) wherein might bedrawne, wherefoever onc litt, a wholeferyice and mefic of 
meat, pa 

Has vobis epnlas habete lawsi, 

Nes effendimur ambulante cana. 

Take you daintic-mouth’d such ftirring feafts ; 
With walking meales we are offended guefts. 

And in fummer they often cauifed cold water ( being carried through pipes) to drill upon 
them as they fate in their dining-chambers, orlowe parlers, where in cefterns, they kept 
ftore of ith alive, which the by-{tanders mightat their pleafure, chufe and take with their 
hands, and have it dreft every man according to his fantafie,. Fifth hath ever had this privi~ 
lege,as atthis day it hath; that chiefe Gentlemen, are pleafed and have skill to dreff-it beft: 
And to fay truth the tafte of fithismuch more delicat and exquifit, than that of ficth,atleaft 
jn mine. Butin all manner of magnificence, delitioufnes, riotous gluttonie,inventions of vo- 
luptuoufnes, wantonnes,and famptuofitie, we truly endevour, as much as may be, to equall, 
and come neercthem : For, our willand tafte is as much corrupted astheirs, but our skill, 
and fufficiencie is farre fhort of them: Our wit is no morecapable, and our ftrength no 
more able toapproach and matchthem in thefe vicious & blame-worthy parts, than in yere 
tuous and commendable actions : For, both proceede from a vigor of {pirit, and farre-tea- 
ching wit; which, without comparifon, wasmuch greater in them, than now in us, And 
mindes,by how much more {trong ,and excellent they are, fo much lefle facultieand meanes 
have they,to doe, cither excellently well,or nororioufly ill. The chiefeft aimeamongft them, 
wasameane or mediocrity. The Feremo/t or Lajf,in writing or {peaking ,had no fignification 
of preheminence of greatiies,asmay evidently appeare by their writings. They would as fa- 
miliarly andas foone fay. Oppine and Cafar, as Cafar and Oppine; and as indifferently 1 and 
thow, asthou and I. And char’sthereafon why Ihave heretofore noted in the life of F/amé- 
wing, ourExench Plutarke,a place, where itfeemeth thar the Author, {peaking of the jea- 
foutie of elorie, that was betweene the tolians and the Romans, for thegaine ofa battell, 
which they had obtained in. common, maketh forthe purpofe, that in Greeke fongs a 
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tolians were named before the Romans, excé 
words: for, inthat toung Ireadeit. When. Ladies came unte ftoves or hot-houfes, the 
made itnot daintie to admit men into their com 
annoiated by the hands of their groomes and Pages. 

Inguina fuccinttys nigra ribs fervig aluta 
Stat qnoties calidis nuda fevers aguss. 
Your tran,whofeloynes blacke-lether gird’s,ftand’s-by, 

Whilft-in warme water you flarke-naked lie. 

They alfo ufed to {prinkle themfelves all Over W 
repreffe all manner of filthor fweat, The ancient 
their haire long before,and all the hinder part oft. 
ton youths and effeminate gallants, have 
doting age, brought up a gaine, with Wearing of long-d angling locks befi 
Romans, paid the water-men their fareor due fo foone as they came into 
we pay it when they fer us on fhore. : 


dums as exigitur,dum mula ligatur, 
Tota abit hera. 
Whilethey call fortheir fare,tie dra we-mule to, 
There runs away,a full houre, if nettwo, 
Women were wontto lic on the utmoft fide of thebed, and: therefore was Cafar called 
Sponda Regss Nicomedis : King Nicomedes hss beds fide: They tooke breath while they 
were drinking,and ufedto baptife,or put waterin cheir wines. 
quis peer ocins 
Reflinguer ardentis falerni 
Pocula praterennte limpha ? 
Whar boy of mineor thine 
Shall coole our cup of wine 
With tunning water fine ? 


Thofecoufening and minde-deceiving countenances ef lakeis were alfo among{t them: 

O Lane,a tergo quem nulls cicenia peop 

Nec manus auviculas imitate est-mobilie albas, 

Nec lingua quantum fitiee canis Apwla tamtum, 

O Lanus,whom behindeno Storks-bill doth deride, 

Nor nimble hand refembling mak’s eares white and wide, 

Norfo much tongue lil’d oucas degges with thirft ere-dride 

The Argian and Romane Ladies, mourned in-white, as our dames wont to doe ; and if} 

might be credited ,and beare-{way among(t them,they fhould continue it Mill. But becaufe 
there are many bookes, that treat of this argument,I will fay no more of it. 


ene ieee 


pox an 


OF eS Nae a 


Of Democritus and Heraclitus, 


» Iaflay to erie, andendeyour to fee, 
worke upoh,and matter ro frame a body,and where- 
der-[ay it. Sometimes I addreffe my judgement and contrive it toa 

isnothing found {ubhifting of it {elfe, the high way to 
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With to build and un 
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panic,and tobe wafhed,rubbed,chafed and 


ith certaine powders, thereby to alayand 
Ganles (faith Sidoning Apoliinaris ) wore 
heir head fhayen,a fafhion that our Wan. 
lately renued, and in this new-fangled and fend. 
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it,being fo baretroddentharit CAnnérimarch,bur in other fteps. There hepleafeth himfelfe 
nm chug the courte he thinkes belt,’ and 4 thoufand paths fometimes he faith, this or that 
was belt chofen. I cake my firtt Argumencef fortune : ‘Allare alike untome: And [never 
purpofeto handlethem throughly : For,thereis nothing wherein Ican perceive the full per~ 
fection: Which they doe not that promifeto fhew ic us. Ofa hundred parts and vifages 
that every thing hath, Itakeone, which fomerimes I flightly runne over, and other times 
but curforily glanceat.And yet other whilft I pinch it to the quicke.And giveita Stockade, 
notthe widelt, but the deepett Ica, And for the moft part [love co feize upon them by 
fornedawontedduttre.1 would adventure to treat and difcourfe of fome matter to thedepth; 
kuew J uny felfe lefle, or were I deceived in miné owne impuiffance ; Scattering hereone 
anehthere atiother word : Seantlings taken from their inaine ground-work, diforderly dif 
peried pwithout any well-grounded defigne and promife. I am net bound to make it good, 
for without varying to keepe my felfe clofe-tied unto it’; whenfoever it fhall pleafe mete 
yeeld iny felfero doubt, to uncertaintie, and to my Miftrisforme, whieh is ignorance. Bach 
motion fheweth and difcovereth what we are, The very famne minde of Cefar,we fee indire- 
cting,marfh alling,and fetting the batrel of Pharfihn,is likewife fence to order, difpofe,arid 
contrive, idle,trifling and amorous devices. We judge of a horfé,not only by feeing him rid~ 
den,and cunningly managed, bur alfe by feeing him trotjor pace; yea,if we but looke upon 
him as he fandsin the table. Amoneftthe funtions of the foule, fore are but meane and 
bale. Heehabdeeth her ho further,can never know her thorowly. And Kethat {eth her tarch 
ber nacurall aid fimple pace,doch pttadventure obferve her belt. The winds of paffions take 
her moft in her highett pitch, feeinrg the entirely coucheth herfelfe upon every matter, and 
wholy therein exercifeth herfelfe : and handleth but onedt once; not according to it,but ace 
cording to herfelfe. Things feverall in themfelves have peradvencure, weight, meafure,and 
condition : Butinwardly, in us, the cuts it out for themy; ‘as fhe unideftandeth che fame her- 
{elfe. Death is fearefulland ugly unto Cicere; wiflted fot and defired of Cato ¢ and indifferent 
unto Socrates. Health, well-fare,confcience,authoritie, riches, elorie, beautie, and their con= 
traries are difpoyled at the entrance, and receive a new veftare at the foules hand. Yea, and 
what coulolipfhepleateth 5 browie, brightjgreenc; fad sor any hew fe: fharpe or fweete, 
deepeor fuperficia U;and what each ofthe pleafeth, Por noneef thenrdid ever verifie their 
ftiles, their rules,or formes in Common joench one feverallyis'a Queetie'in her owne eftates 
Therefore let ustake no more-excufes front external quatities of things. Tous ic belongeth 
ro give out {elves accounipt ofit, Our 60d ,and our evilltrathino dependancy, but from our 
felves. Let us offer vit vowes and offeriigs unto it ; anid hot to fortunes’ She hath no power 
over our manners, Why thall I not judge Of Alexander, ws am fitting and drinking at Ta- 
Ble aid talking in good company % Orif hee were playing at Cheflt, whae ftring of hiswit 
dbthnoctouch or harpe ometiis fond childi—h, and timaé-confarning play ? Ilothe and fhuss 
it, only becaufe there isnét fport cnoughinit, and that itt his tecreation; he is over ferious 
with us, being afhamed [muft apply that attention therunto,as might beimployed on fome 
good fubjeét. He was no more bufied in levying his forces and preparing for hisglorious 
paflage into India ; nor this other in difintangling and difcovering of apaflage, whence de- 


pend-th the well-fare and fafery of mankind. See how wnuch our mind troubleth this ridi- 


culous ammuzing, if all her finnewes baridy nor: Hew amply the giveth every one Lawin | 


that,to know and direétly to judge of himéelfe.1 doe not more univerfally view aud feelemy 
felfe in any other pofture, Wikat peffion doth not exercifeus thereunto ? Choller,{pight,bas 
tred, impatience, and vehement ambition to overcome, ina matter wherein it were haply 
moreexcufable to be ambitious forto be yanquifhed, For, a rare prezexcellencie, and be= 
ond the couimon teach, ‘fifo frivolows'a thing, is much mifiteming a man of Honouts 
What I lay OF this exainplé,tria be {poken'ofall others: Every patcell every occipation df 
atnah,accculeth aid fheweth himequalunco another, Demoeriras and Aeractitis wel etWwo 
Philofaphers the firft of Which; finding atid deeming Hamarie cond tidn to be vaihe atid ri= 
diculous did never walk abroad, but with » laughing fedrheful and mocking countenance? 
Whereas Heraclitus taking pitie and cotipaffion of the very fame coudition of outs, Was 
continually teene with a fad) mournful; arid heavie ¢heert and with'teares trickling downe 
Hi¢blubberéPeyes, O07 Leer 8 is J. plas ries 
Sit Ridebinr qnathds b tinsiie mivverat smn’ 
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The fir? Booke... 
0 
Protulerdtque pedens flebat contrarizss alter. 
One from his doore,his foot nofooner palt, 
Bu ftraight he laught ; the other weptas faft. 
Likethe firft humor beft, not becaufe it is more 
forit is more difdainfull, and doth more condemn 
can never bee fufficieutly dcfpifed, according to of 
are commixed with fome eftimation of the 


contemmed ,are thought to beof no worth, I cannot be perfwaded, there can be fo much 
lucke in us,as there is apparant vanitie,nor fo much malice,asfortifhnefle, Wearcnot fo fu 
of evill, as of voydnetfe and inanitie. Weare not fo iniferable, as bafe and abject. Even 
Diogenes,who did nothing but trifle,toy,and dally with himfelfe,in rumbling and rowlin 
of histub,and flurting at Alexander,accompting us but flies, a1 1 
wasa more harp, a morebitter, and a more ftinging judge, and by cenfequence, more jof 
and fitting my humor,than Timon, furnamed the hat 

man hateth,che fame thing he takes to hart. 
paffionate in defiring our ruine. He fhunned | 
wicked , and ofa depraved nature: Whereasthe other fo little re 
neither trouble nor alter himb 
difdainc of our commerce : 


evill. OF the fame ftampe was the anfwe 


Chap., I, 


Timon witht all evill might lighton us; He wa 


me, as unworthy that an 
man fhould put himfelfin any adventure for them:Conformable to the difcipline of Hege- 


and loathed our converfation,as dangerousand 


pleafing to laugh, than to Weepe; but 
e usthan the other, ‘And methinkes we 
nr merit. Bewailing and commifcration, 
thing moaned and wailed. Things fcorned and 


ul 
i 


o 


nd bladders puft with winde, 


t 


er ofall mankinde. For looke whata 


S 


garded us, that wee could 
y our contagion; forfooke our company not for feare,but for 
ient to doe either good or 
Brutus {paketo winhim 
lowed the euterprize tobe 


fiat who hid, That 2 wi ife man ong ht neverto doe any thing, bus for himfelfe ; forafinuch as 


thought it an iniuftice, thar a wife man fhould iz any cafe 

benefit of hts counerse.er to indanger his wifdome for fooles. Our owne condition isas ridicu- 
| ES es 

lous,as rifible-as much to be laught ar,as able to laugh, 


a kesh pil gon: Sito ous! 
Crap. LI, 


Of the wanitie of Words. 


Rethoriciaiiof ancient times, faid that histrade was,to make {mall things appeareand 

feeme great. ‘It isa fhooemaker,that cananake great fhoces for a little foot, Had hee 

lived in Sparrashe had doubtiefle beene well whipped, for profeffing a falfe,a couzening and 

deceitful art. And J thinke, eLrchidaneus King ef chat Citie did not without aftonifhment 
lien untothe anfwer of 7; hmcydides, of whom he demanded,. whether he,or Pericles, was 
the Rronzeft and nimble wreftler; whofe anfwer was this, Tour que/tion Six, ss very hardte 
bedccided: for if in wreftling with hin, I givehin a fal, with hig faire words he perfiraderh 
thefethat faw him onthe Sronndsthat he never fell,and fo Sets thevitorie, Thofethat maske 
and paint women,commit not { foulea fault; for it is jo great lotle,choughia man fee them 
not,asthey were naturally borne and unpainted :: Whereas thefe profefle ta deceive aud be. 
guile; not our cies, but.oiir judgement ;' andto baftardizeand corrupt the. effence of things, 
Thofe common-wealths that have maintained themfelyesina cegular,formal,and wel] go- 
verned eftate, asthat of Greets aud Lacedenian,s didwever make aay greatefteeme of Ora~ 
tors. Ariffondid wifely define Rhetorike sa bew Science, toperfwadethe walgar people : So- 
cratesand Plste,to be an Art to deceiveand flecter.And tholewhich deuigit in the general! 

defeription,doe cvery whereiuehein precepts werifie the fame, The Mehometans,by reafon 


of it’s inutilitie forbid theteachingof ete chit childrea.And.thelAtheniens exceiving how 
Pernicious the profeffion z ‘ ws . G 


e 
thattheir Principal part,which is tolmove affections, fhould bedifiniffed and taken away, 
Sogether with all exordisnms and Peroractons.Izis an initsuméint devited,co louGe,te a 
an 


and to that of Theoderni, who 


hazard himfelfe forthe geod and 
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and to agitate a vulgar and difordered multitude ; andis.an implement imployed, but about 
diftempered and facke mindes, as Phylickeis aboutcrazed bodies. And thofe where cither 
the yulgar,the ignorant,or the generalitic have hadall power,as that of Rhodes, thofe of A- 
thenssand that of Ronse, and where things have ever beene in contiauall difturbance and up- 


-soare,thither have Orators and the profeflors of that Art flockeds And verily, if it be well 


looked into, you fhall finde very few men inthofe common-wealths, that without helpe of 
eloquence have attained to any worthy eftimation and credit :, Pompeys Cafar,Crafus,Lu- 
cxllus, Lentulus, Metellus, have thence taken their greateft ftay and Caleratints whereby 
they haveafcended unto that height and greametle of authoritie, whereunto they at laft at~ 
tained, and againft the opinion of betrer times have more prevailed with words than with 
armes.For,L Molwmzine\peaking publikely in favour of the election, which fome had mace 
of Onintns Fabime,and Publins-Decins,to be Confuls; faith thus ; They are men borxe nto 
warre, of high fprrits.of great performance, and ableto effet any thing, but rude, fimple,and 
unarted inthe conbat oftalking ; minds truly confulare. They only are good Pretors,to do jn- 
rice in the Citie (faith he ‘shat are fubsile, cantelosm, wel. fpoken, wily and lip-wife. Elo- 
quence hath chiefly flourifhed in Reme when'the common-wealths affaires have beene in 
worft eftate,and thatthe devouring Tempett of civill broyles,and intettine warres did moft 
agitateand turmoyle them.Even.as a rancke,fieeand untamed foyle,beareth the rankeft and 
ftrongeft weeds, whereby itfeemeththae thofe common-weales, which depend of an abfo.- 
lute Monarch, have leffe need of itthan others : For, that feolifhnefleand facilitic, which is 
found in the commen multitude, and which doth fubject the fame,to be managed, perfwa- 
ded,and led by the earesjby thefiweet alluring and fenfe-entrancing found of this harmonic, 
without duely weighiag,knowing,or confidering thetructh of things by the force of reafon : 
This facilitic and cafe yeelding, | fay, isnot fo ¢afily found in.one only ruler,and it ismore 
éafie to warranthim. from the impreflion of this. poyfon, by good inftitution and found 
counfell. There. was.never ieeneany notable or farreerenowned Orator to.come out of Afa- 
cedon or Perfia: What Ihave fpoken of it, hath beene uponthe fubject ofaultalian, whom I 
have lately entertained into my fervice, Who during the life of the whilom cardinal Caraffa 
ferved him in the place of fteward of his houfe, Enquiring of his charge,and particular qua- 
licie, hetold me, a long, formall, and eloquent difcourfe of thefcience or skill ofepicurifine 
and glutronie, with fuch an Oratorie-gravitic, and Magiftrale countenance, as if he had dif 
couifed of fome high myfterious point of divinitic, wherein he hath very methodically de- 
cifred and diftinguifhed {undrie differences of appetites: Firft of that which a man hath fa- 
Ring, then of thatmen have after the firft, the {econd, and third fervice. The feverall means- 
how fometirnes to pleafe it fimply, and othertimestofharpen and provoke the fame; the 
policie and rare invention of his fawces: Firft,in general terms,then particularizing the qua- 
{ities and feverall operations of che ingredients, anid theirefeéts : The difference; of falades 
according to their ciftinétfeafons, whichmutt be fervedin warme, atid which cold’: ‘The 
manner how todrefle,how toadome, and embellifhtheny, 'té makethem more pleafing to 
thefight. After that,he entredinto 2 large and farre-fetcht narration, touching the trueor- 
der,and due'methed of fervice;full of goodly and in»portant confiderations, ; 
Nee minime [ane difcrimine refert, 
Due geftn leporess? quo gallina fecetar. 
What grace weule,n makes finall diffrence;when 
: Wecarvea Hate, orelfe breake up a Hen. isq f 
And all that filled up and ftuffed: with rich magnificent words, well couched phrates,ora~ 
corie figures,aud patheticall metaphors;yea fach as learned men ufeand imploy in {peaking 
ofthe Government ofan Empire;which wnadesmeremember my mans. - rE 
"Hc falfrems eSbshoe adufiane eftyboclantim et paras, 
\kadrette, ircrum fic noemehte;fednlo, reset 
Monee gna pofum pre menfapientia. ' pete 
Poitremv ranqnam in fpeculuns,in patinassDemeas 
\ [nfpcere jabeo, Or menco quid fatto [vas fits 
SoPhisdifh is Glethisburarjthis noc fofine, 
Phar is welldone,doe fo againe; Thus I 
- duds my beft wilidome Serves, all chingsafligne. 
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Laftly Sit, command they neatly prie, 
Ondithes,as a glafie, 
And fhe whatneedfull was, 

Yet did thofe trict Gracianscommend the order and difpofition, w 
lius obferved inthe banquet he made them at his returne from AZacedon : But here | {peake 
not of the etfects,but ofthe words. I know not whether they worke that in others, which 
they doein mee. But when I heare our Architeés mouth-out thofe big, and ratling words 
of Pilafters, Architraves,C. ornixes,Frontifpices, Corimbiananad Dorike works,and fuchlike 
fuftian-termes of theirs, [cannot'ler my wandering imagination froma fodaine apprehe 


ncn 
fion of Apollidonins bis pallace, and I find by effect, that the 


y arethe feely, and decayed 
peeces of my Kitchin-doore.Doe but heare one pronounce Metonymia, Metaphore, Allego 


ryEtimologte,and other {uch trafh-names of G rammer, would you not thinke, they meant 
fome forme of a rare and ftrange language; They are titles and words that concerne your 
chamber-maids titele-catele, Itisa fopperieand cheating tricke,coufin-Germane unto this, 
to call the offices of oureitate by the proud titles of the ancient Romans, though they have 
norefemblance atall of chargésand leffe of authoritie and power. And this likewife, which 
in mine opinion willoneday remaine as a reproch unto our age, unworthily and undefer- 
vedly to beow on whom we lift,the moft glorious Surnames and loftiett titles, wherewith 
antiquitie in many long-continued ages honoured but one or two perfons. Plate hath by 
fuch an univerfall con{ent borne-awa y thefurname of Divine, that no man did ever attempt 
toenviehim forit.And the Italians,which yvaune (and indeed with fome reafon) to haye ge~ 
nerally more lively, and farre reaching wits, and theirdifcourfe more found and finnowy, 
than othernations of their times, have lately therewith embellifhed Peter Aretine;in whom 
except it be an high-raifed, proud! y-pufic, mind-moving, and heart-danting manner of 
{pecch, yet in good footh more than ordinarie,wittie and ingenious; Butfe new fangled fo 
extravagant,{fo fantalticall, fo deep-laboured; and to conclude, befides the eloquence, which 
beit asitmay be, I cannot perceive any thing in it, beyond or exceeding that of: many other 
writers of his age, much lefle chat it in any fort approacheth that aacientdivinitie, Andthe 


firname Great, we attribute and faften the fame on Princes, that have nothing in them exs 
eceding popular ercatnefle, 


. 
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Of the parcimonie ofour F, orefatheys. 


A Ttilius Regulus, Generall ofthe Romans armic in Affrike, in the middeft of his glotie 


and victoric againft the Carthaginians, writuntothe common-wealth, that a hyne or 
plough-boy, whom he had left alone to overfee and husband his land (which in all was but 
fevenacresof ground) was run away from his charge,and had 


flolne from hin all his imple- 
ments and tools, belonging to his husbandtie, craving leaveto be difcharged, and that he 
might come homete looke to his 


bufinefie, for feare his wife and children fhould therby be 
endomaged : the Senate tooke order for him, and appointed another man to looke to his 
Jand and bufineffe,and made that good unto him, which theother had fiolne from him, and 
appointed his wife & children tobe maintained atthe common-wealths charge.Cate the el- 
der returning Confil from S, pazne, {old his horfe of fervice,to fave the monie he fhould have 
{pent for his tran{port b y {ca into led: And being chiefe governor in S Ardinia,went all his 
Vilitations a foot,having no other traine,but one officer of the common-welth,who carried 
his gowne,and a veflell to do factifice ia,and for the moft part carried his male him{elfe. He 
boatted that henever woare gowne,thar colt him more than ten cro was,nor fent more than 
one thilling fterling corhe market for one whole daics provifioa,and had noCountrie houfe 
rough-caft or painted over.S, ciptaE milianus after he had trium phed twice,and twice been 


Confill, went onatolemae Legatioa, accompanied and atteaded on enly with feven fer. 
vants. It isreported thar Howser had never aay more than one feryant,. Plage three, and 


ena 
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Zeno chiefe of the Stoikes feét,none at all. Tiberius Gracchus,being then one ofthe princi- 
pal menamong(t the Romanes ,and fent in commiffion about weightie matters of the com- 
mon-wealth, wasallotted but fix-pence halfe-penie a day for his charges. 


Cuar. LIIL 
Ofa faying of «far. 


© Ewe (hall fometimes ammuée onr {elves and confider our eftate,and the time we {pend in 
controling others, and to know the things that are without us; would we but emploie 
the fame in founding our felvesthroughly, we fhould eafily perceive how all this our con- 
texture is built of weakeand decaying peeces. Is itnotan efpeciall teltimonic of imperfeéti- 
hat we cannot fetrle our contentment on any one thing, and thateven of our owne de- 
fire and imagination, itis beyond our power tochufe what we {tand in need of ? Whereof, 
the difputarion that hath ever beene amongft Philofophers beareth fufficient witnes,to finde 
out the chiefe felicitie or fammum bonum of man, and which yet doth, and thall eternally 
laft without refolution or agreement. = 
dum abest quod avemusid exuperare videtur 
Catera, post alind chm contign illud avemus, 
Ex fires aqua tenet. 
While thac is abfent which we wifh,the reft 
That feemesto pafle, when ought elfe isaddreft, 
1 That we defire, with equall thirft oppreft, 
1 Whatfoever it be that falleth into our knowledge and joviffance,we finde, itdoth not fa- 
tise us,and we till follow and gape after future,uncertaine,and unknowne things, becaufe 
the prefent and knowne pleafe us not,and doe nor fatisfieus. Not (as Ithinke)becaufe they 
havenot fufficiently wherewith to faciate and pleafe us,but the reafon is, that we apprehend 
and {eize on them with an unruly, difordered, and difeafed tafte and hold-faft, 
Nam cum vidit hic adufum qua flagitat xfs, 
Omnia jam ferme mortalibus effe parata, 
Divitiss homines & honore & laude porentes 
eA ffiuere,arque bond watorum excellere fama, 
Nec wosnus effe domi, cuiquam tamen anxia corddsy 
er gue animuminfeltis cogs fervire querelis < 
Intellextt bi vitinm vas facere ipfum, 
Omsntaqne illins vitto corrumpier tnt ns 
One collaraforis & commoda quaque venirens, 
For when the wifeman faw,that all almoft, 
That uf requires,formen prepared was, 
That menenriches,honors,praifes boaft, 
In good report of children others paffe, 
Yet none at home did beare leffe penfive heart, 
But that che minde was forft toferve complaint, 
He knew, that faulethe veflell did empart, 
Thatall was marr’d within by veffelstaint, 
What ever good was wrought by any att. 
Our appetite is irrefolute, and uncertaine; it canneither hold ner enjoy any thing hand- 
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feedeth and filleth himfelfe with otherthings, which he neither knoweth, nor hath under 
ftanding of, whereto he applyeth both hisdefires and hepes, and raketh them asan honour 
Céf-bel.siv.li2. and reverenceto himfelfe: asfaith Cefar> Conensuni fit vitio natura, wtinvifis, latitantibus 
atque incognitis rebus magis confidamus, uehemsentin{que exterreamur. It hapneth by the 
common fale of nature,that both wee are more coufident,and more terrified by things wnfeene, 
shings hidden,and unknowne. 


fornly and aftera good fafhion. Man fuppofing it is the vice and fault of things hepofleffeth, ~ 
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Cuap. LIV. 
Of vaine Subtilties, or fubtill Devices. 


Here are certaine frivolous and vaine inyentions,or as fome call them, fubtilties of wit, 
by meanes of which ,fome men doe often endeyourto get credit and reputation : as di- 
vers Poets, that frame whole volumes with verfes beginning with oneletter: we {ee Egges, 
Wings, Hatchets, Crofles,Globes, Columnes, and divers other fuch like figures anciently 
fafhioned by the Grecians, with the meafure and proportion of their verfes, {preading, 
lengthning, and fhortning them, in fuch fort as they juftly reprefent fuch and fuch a figure. 
Such was the {cience and profeffion of him,whoong time bufied him({clfe,to number how 
many feverall waiesche letters of the Alphaber might be ranged, and found out that incre- 
dible number mentioned by Plutarke.l allow of his opinion, who having one brought be- 
fore him,that was taught with fuch induftrie,and fo curiouflyto cafta graine of Millet with 
his hand, that without ever miffing, he would every time make it gocthroug aneed|es-eye ; 
and being entreated to beftow fome thing upon him, (as a reward for {o rare askill,) verie 
pleafantly and worthily,commaided ,hatthis cunning workman fhould havetwo or three 
peckes of Millet delivered him, to theend-his rare art and witticlabour might not remaine 
without daily exercife. It isa wonderfull eeftimonie of our judgements imbecilitie, that ic 
fhould commend and allow of things, either for their rarenefle or noveltie,or fortheir dif- 
ficultic, thoughneither goodneffe or profit be joyned unto them, We come butnow fiom 
my houfe, where we have a while recreated our felyes, with devifing who could find out 
moft things, that held by both extreme ends; As fo: example, Sir, isin our tonguea 
title only given to the moft eminent perfon of our ftate, which is the King, and yer is 
commonly given to fome of the vulgar fort, as unto Merchants and Pedlers, and nothin 
concerneth thofe of the middle fort,and that are betweene both, Women of chiefeft calling 
and qualitie are called Dames, the meane fort Damoifels, and chofe of the bafet ranke, are 
alfo entitled Dames. The clothes of eftate,which we tee fet over tables and chaires, are only 
allowed in Princes houfes, yct wefee them ufed in Tavernes. Democritus was wont to f : 
That Gods andbeafts, had quicker fenfes and harper wits than men, who are of the middle 
ranks, TheRomanes ufed to weare one felfe fame garment onmourning and. on feftivall 
daies, It is moft certaine, that both an extreme feare, and an exceeding heat of courage, doe 
equally trouble and diftemper the belly. The nick-name.of Tremb/ant, wherewith ZLanchio 
thetwelfth King of Navarre was furnamed,teacheth,that boldnefle,afwel as feare,engender 
a ftartling and fhaking of the limbs, Thofe which armed, either him,or any other of likena 
ture,whote skin would quiver, affaied to re-aflure him, by diminifhing the danger wherein 
he was like to fall ; you haveno perfect knowledge of me (faid he, ) for if my fleth knew 
how far my courage will ere-long carrie it, it would prefently fall into a flatfwoune. That 
chilneffe,or as I may terme it,faintnelfe, which we feele after the exercifes of Venwsthe fame 
doth alfo proceed ofan over vehement appetiteand difordered heat. Exceffive heat and ex- 
treme cold doe both boile and roft, Ariftetle faith, That leaden veffels doe aswellmsel and 
confume away by anexceffive cold and rigor of winter sas by a vehement heat. Bothdefire and 
fatietic fill the feats with forrow,both above and under voluptuoufneffe, Folly and wifdome 
meetin one point of feeling and refolution, about the fuffering of humane accidents, The 
wiler fort doth gourmond ife and command evill,and othersknow itnot, The latter, (asa 
man would fay) fhort of accidents, the other, beyond. Who after they have well weighed 
and confidered their qualities, aiid daly meafured, and tightly judged what they are, over. 
leap'then by the power of vigotous courage. The difdaineand tread them underfoot, as 
having a ftrorig and folidé mind sagaintt which Jif fortunes parts chance to light, they muft 
of neceffitie be blunted and abated , meeting with fo refifting a body, “asthey cannot pierce, 
or make any impreffion thereitt} “The ordiatiéand meaie condition of men abidech be- 
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tweene thefé two extremities; which are thofe that perceiveand have a feeling of michiefes, 
but cannot enduxe them. Both infancie and decrepitude meet with weaknefle of the braine, 
Covetife and profirfion ina likedefire to acquire and hoard up. It may with likelyhood be 
gee ay there is a kind of becedarie ignorance, preceding fcience: another dogtorall, 

ollowing fcience : an ignorance, which {cience doth beget : even as it (poileth thefirft, OF 
fimple, leffe-curious, and leaft-inftructed fpirits are made good Chrif’ ins, who fimply be- 
leeve through reverenceand obedience,and are kept in awe of the lawes. In the meane vigor 
of fpirits, and flender capacitie is engendred the error of opinions : They follow the app2- 
rance of the firit fenfe; and have fome title to interpret it foolifhnefie and forcifhnefle,that we 
ate confirmed in ancient waies, refpecting us, that are nothing therein inftructed by ftudy. 
The beft, moft-fetled, and cleareft-{eeing {pirits, make another fort of well-beleevers, who 
by long and religious inveftigation penetrate a more profound,and find out a more abftrufe 
lightin fcriptures, and difcover the myfterious and divine fecrets of our ecclefiafticall poli- 
cie.And therefore {ce we fome of them,that have reached unto this laft ranke,by the fecond, 
with wonderfull fruit and confirmation } as untothe furtheft bounds of Chriftian inrelli- 
gence: and injoytheir victerie with comfort, thanks-giving, reformation of manners, and 

teat modefty.In which ranke,my purpofe isnot to place thefe others, who to purge them. 
felves from the fufpicion of their forepaffed errors, and the better to aflure us of them, be- 
come extreme, indifcreet,and unjuft in the conduét of ourcaufe, and tax and taint the fame 
with infinit reproches of violence. The fimple peafants are honeft men ; {o are Philofophers, 
(or as ourtime nameth them, ftrong and cleare natures) enriched witha large inftruction of 
profitable fciences. The mongrel fort of husband-men, who have difdained the firft forme 
of ignorance of letters,and could never reach unto the other (as they that fit betweene two 
ftooles,of which befides fo many others Iam one ) are dangerous, peevith, foolifh,and im 

ortunate,and they which trouble the world moft. Therefore doe I (as much as lieth in me) 
withdraw my felfe into the firftand naturall fear, whence never affaied to depart. Popu- 
lar and meerely naturall Poefie hath certaine graces, and in-bred livelinefie, whereby 
it concurreth and compareth it felfe unto the princpall beautie of perfect and artificial 
Poefie, as may plainly be feene inthe Villannelles, homely gigs, and counttie fongs of Gaf- 
conie, Which are brought unto us from Nations that have no knowledge at all, either ofan 
learning, or fo muchas of writing, Meane and indifferent Poefic, and that confifteth be- 
tweene both, is{corned, and contemned, and paffech without honour or efteeme. Butfor= 
afmuchas fince the paflage hath beene opened unto the fpirit, I havefound (as it common- 
ly hapneth) thatwe had apprehended that which isneither fo nor fo fora difficult exercife, 
and efa rare fubje€&t ; And that fince our invention hath beene fet on fire, it difcovereth 
an infinit number of like examples; I will omely adde this one: That if thefe Eflayes were 
worthy tobe judged of,it might in mine opinion happen,thatthey would not greatly pleafe 
thecommon and vulgar {pirits, and as little the fingular and excellent. The firft willunder- 
ftand but little ofthem, the latter over much ; they might perhaps liyeand sib outin the 
middle region. 


—_— 
Cuar, LV. 
of Smels and Odors. 


T is reported of fome, namely of e4/exander,that their {weat, through fome rare and ex- 
traordinary complexion, yeelded a fweetfinelling favour; whereof P/atarke and others 
fecketo finde out the caufe. But the common fort of bodies are cleane contrarie, and the 
beft qualitiethey haye, isto be cleare of any fmell atall. Thefweetneffe ofthe pureft breaths 
hath nothing more perfect in them, thanto bee, without favour, that may offend us: as are 
thpfe of healthy found children, And therefore faith Planros 5 
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Malier tum bene, oletsnbi.nihil oler, shia” Ske sound 
Then fmel’s 2 woman purely well, 1ft.3. — 
When fheof nothing elfe dorh{mel!. 

The moftexquifit and fweereltfavourofa-woman, itis to {incllof nothing ; and fweer 

well-fmelling ftrange favours,may rightly be heldifi{picious in fiich as ufethem; anda man 

may lawfully thinke, that who ufeththem, doth itrocoverfome naturall defe@&: whence 

proceed thefe ancient Poeticall fayings, To (mel [weet, ts to ftinke, 
Rides nos Coracine nil olentes, Piars.lib.6.apig. 
Malo quam bent olere,nil olere, 55.4 
You laugh atus that we of nothing fayour, 
Rather {mell fo,than {weeter(by yourfavour.)  Andelfe where, 
Pofthume non bene oler, quibene femper olet. Liaepig. 13.4 
Good firy he fmels not ever fweet, 
Who finels ftill {weeter than is meet. 

Yet love I greatly to be entertained with {weet finels, and hate exceedingly all manner of 

fowre and ill fayours,which I fhallfooner {mell, than any other. 

Namque fagacius nus odoror, Wor pcds 23 gs 
Polypus, an gravis hirfutis cuber hircus in alice. 
Ouam canis acer ubi lareat [us. 
Sooner finell I, whether a cancred nofe, 
Or ranke'gote-{mell in-hairie arme-pits hie, : 
Than fharpeft hounds, whererowting bores repofe. 

The fimpleft and meerely-naturall {nels are moftpleafing unto:me; which care ought 

chiefly co concerne women, Inthe veric heart of Barbarie, the Seithian women, after they 

had wafhed themfelves, did f{prinkle; dawbe, and powderall their bodies and faces over, 

with a certaine odoriferous drug that growetlrin their Countrie t which duft and dawbing 

being taken away,whenthey coine neere men, or their husbands, they remaine verie cleane, 

and witha yeric fweet-favouring perfume, What odor foever it be, it is (trangeto fee, what 

hold it willtake oame,atid how apt my skin is to receive it. Hethat complainech againft na- 

ture,that fhe hath not created man with a fit inftrument,to carrie {weet imels faft-tied to his 

nofe,is much to blaine: for,they carrie themfelves. As for mein particular, ray moftachoes, 

which are verie thicke, ferve nic for that purpofe, Let me but approach my gloves or my 

hand-kercher to them, their {nell will fticke upon thema whole day. They manifeft the 

place Icome fron. The clofe-finacking, fweernetfe-moving, love-alluring, and greedi- 

imirking kiffes of youth, were heretofore wont to fticke on them many houres after; yet am 

Tittle fubject to thofe popular dif-afes that are taken by converfation,and bred by the con- 

tagion ofthe ayre : And [hayecf-aped thofe ofmy time, of which there hath beene many 

and feverall kinds, bozh inthe Townes about me, and in our Armie. We read of Socrates, 

that duriag the time of many plagues and relapfes of the peftilence, which fo often infelted 

the Citie of Arhexs,he never forfooke or went out of che Towne : yet was he the only man, 

that was tiever infected or that felcany ficknefle. Phyfitians might (in mine opinion) draw 

more ufe and good from odours,than they doe. For, my felfe have often perceived, that ac- 

cording unto their ftrength and qualitie, they change and alter, and move iny fpirits, and 

worke ftrange effectsin me : which makes me approve the common faying, that the inven- 

tion of incenf and perfumes in Churches, fo ancient and fo far-difperfed throughout allna- 

tions and religions had an efpeciall regard to rejoyce,to comfort, to quicken,to rowze, and 

to purifie our fenfes,that fo we might be the apter and readier unto contemplation. Andthe 

better to judge of ic, I would I had my part of the skill, which fome Cookes haye,who can 

fo curioufly {¢afon and temper ftrange odors with the favour and rellith of their meats, As 

it wasefpecially obferved in the fervice of the King of Tunes, who in our dayes landed at 

Naples, to meet and enter-parly with the Emperour Charles the fifth. His viands were fo 

exquifitely farced and fo famptuoufly feafoned with {weet odoriferous drugs,and aromati- 

call fpices, that it was found upon his booke of accomip:, the dreffing of one peacocke, and 

two fefants amounted to one handred duckets ; which was their ordinarie manner of cook- 

ing his meats, And when they were carved up, not only the dining chambers, bur all the 

toomes of his pallace, and the ftreets round about it were repleniflaed with an exceeding 


Q.3 odosi- 


atest, 


a 


The firft Booke.. 


odoriferous and aromaticall vapour, which\continued a long timeafter."The principali.care 
Ttake,wherefoever I am lodged, is to avoid,and be far fiom all manner of filthy, fogey, ith 
favouring and unwholfome aires. Thefe goodly Citits of itrangely-feated Wenice,and huge- 
built Paris,by reafon ofthe muddy ,fharp,and offending favors, which they -yeeld ; che one 
by her fennie and matith fituation, the other by her durtie uncleannefic, and continual 
mire,doegreatly alcer and diminith the favour whith I beare them. 


Chap. 55. 
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Of Praiers and Orvifons. 


Propofe certaine formelefleand irrefolute fantafies;as.dotliofe {chollers, who in {chooles 
publifh deubrfull and fophifticall queftions to bedifputed and canvafed: not to eftablith 
thetruth, butto find it out: which I fubmitto their judgements, to whom the ordering and 
directing, not only of my ations and compofitions, but alfo of my thoughts, belongeth, 
The condemnation,as well asthe approbation of them, will be equally acceptable and pro- 
firable unto me,deeming it abfurd and impious, if any thing be, cither ignorantly, or unad- 
vifedly fer downein this rapfody, contrarie untothe facred refolutions, and repugnant to 
the holy prefcriptions of te Catholike, Apoftolike, and Romane Church, wherein I was 
borne, and out of which ] purpofenot todie. And therefore alwaies referring my felfe unto 
their cenfuresthat haveall power over me,doe I meddle fe rafhly, to write of all manner of 
purpofes and difcourfes,as I doe here.] wot not whether I be deceived but fithence,by an ef- 
peciall and fingular favour of Gods divine bountie, a certaine forme of Praier, hath by the 
very mouth of God,word by word been prefcribed & directed unto us,] have ever thought 
the ufc of it, fhould be more ordinarie with us,than itis, And might I be believed,both rifing 
and going to bed, fitting downe and rifing from boord, and going about any particular adti- 
on or bufinefle, I would have all good Chriftians, to fay the Pater xoffer, and ifnoother 
praicr, at leaft not co omit that. The Church may extend,amplific, and diverfifie praiers ace 
cording to the need of our inftrudtion: For, I know it is alwaiesthe fame fubftance, and the 
fame thing, But that one fhould ever have this privilege, that all manner ofipeople, ‘fhould 
atalltimes, and upon every occafion have itin theirmoutli: For, itis moft certaine, that 
ouly it containeth whatfoever we want, and is moft fit, and effe@tuall in allevents. Icis the 
onely praier I ufe in every place, at all times, and upon every accident ; and in ftead of 
changing, Iufe often repetition of it: whence it commeth to paffe, that I remember none 
fo well as that one. was even now confidering, whence this generall crrour commeth, that 
in all our deficignes and enterprifes, of what nature foever, we immediatly have recourfe 
unto God,and in every neceflitie,we call upon his holy name: And at what time foever we 
ftand in need of any help, and thacour weakneffe,wanteth afitance, we only invoke him, 
without confidering whether the occafion be juft or unjuft; and what eftate or ation webe 
in, or goeabout, be it never fo vicious or unlawful, we calhupon his name and power, In- 
deed, he is our only protector, and of power to affoord us all manner of help and comforr ; 
but although he vouchfatero honour us with this joy- bringing fatherly adoption, yet ishe 
as jutt as he is good ; and as good and juft,as he ismightie: But oftner ufeth hisjufticethan 
his might, and favoureth us according to the reafon of the fame, and not according to our 
requefts.: Plate in his lawes maketh three forts of injuriousbelicfe in the Gods: Fir(t, thar 
there isnone.atall; Secondly, thatthey meddlenot with our atfaires ; Thirdly, that chey 
never refufeany thing ungo ous. vowes, offerings, and {acrifices, The firfterrour, according to 
his epinion, did never continue immatable in man, even from his firft infancicunto his lat. 
terage,. Thetwo fucceding may admit fome conftancie. His juttice and power are infepa- 
rable.Jt is but in vain to. implore his power in a bad canfe, Man mutt have an Mpeied 
oule 
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foule when tie praieth(at leaft in that moment headdreficrh hin 
dy freeftom all vicious pafhions ; otherwite « i 


snd forgiveneile.. Loe here;why I'doe not willingly commend thofe Pharifaicall humours 
han ordinarie, to prayunto God, exceprtheir adtions 
immediately preceding or fucceeding their praicrs witnetle {ome thew. of reformationor 


hope of amendment. 
Stnotturnus adulrer 
Tempora fanvtonico vel. adoperta cuctullo: 
Ifin acape-cloake-hood betieuchifide 
Thoua night-whore-munger thphead doft hide. 

And the ftare ofa man that commixerh devotiomuntoan execrable life; feernetlin forme 
forc to be more condemnable,than that of one;tharis conformable unto himfelfe, and every 
way diflolute.. Therefore doth oar Church continually refute, the favour of her enterance 
and focictie,unto cuftomes and manners, wilfully-obftinate on fom@¥aregious villame. We 
only pray by cuftome and ufe; and for fathion fake, or to fay bertety we bur readeand pro. 
nounce our prayers: To conclude, itis nothing but a fhew offormatitieand a formalhthe ws 
And it greeveth me to fee many men, whoat crace before and after meaty wilkwith ereat 
fhew ot devotion, crofle themfelves three or foure times, ( andic vexeth meifomuch the 
more,when I calltomind that it isa figne I greatly reverence,and have in continual ule, yeas 
tf Ibe bur gaping) and there whil(t,(hall you fee them beftow all other houres of the dayin 
all maner of hatred, malice,covecoutnefle, and-injuftice, Many houresfpend they about vice, 
bur one to God. and tharas it were by way of recompence and compofition.Itis wonderous 
to fee, fo far different and divers actions continue!with fo evena tenorythatnointerreption 
or akeration at all can be perceived either about theirconfines,or paflage trom: oneunto an- 
other, What prodigious confcience can be at any harts-eafe, foltring, and feeding wichifo 
mutuall,quiet,and agreeing fociety in-one felfe fame manfion,botk crimeand judge?Aman 
whotePaillardixe ad luxurie,doth unceflantly {way and rule che headsaud who jucdgeth the 


fame abhomiuable and moft hatefull inthe fighe of God 5 what faith he unto his all- {ceing 
Majefty,whea he openeth his lips,cither of mouth'or hart,to fpeaketo. him of it? He reclai- 
meth himielfe,bur fallech fodainly againe, Lf the object of his divine juftice; and his prefence 
fhould firike,(as hefaith)and chaftife his fonle,how fhort-[oever the penitence were feareir felf 
would (0 often cufthie thought on. tr, that hewould prefextly percervehtmfelfe mafter of thofe 
vices, which arehabitwated, mbred, fetledsand enpfizibed in him. But what ofthote, which 
ground a whole lite vpon the fruit aud benefit of that finne, they know co be mortilh>? How 
many trades, profeffions,eccupations,and vocations have we daily and continually wfed, fre. 
quenced and allowed amongft us, whofe eflence is vicious and mot pernicious? And he that 
would needs confefle himfelfeunto me, and. of his owne accord told ine, chatfor. feareof 
lofing his credit, and to keepethe honour of his offices’; he had fora whole dgemadethew 
and profeffion, andaéted the effects of a religion, whichin his owne felfe-atcufing con{ei- 
ence, hejudged damnable,and-cleane contrarié unto thashehad inhis hatt : How could’ he 
admit and foiter fo contradictorie and impious difcourfe in his hart? With what language 
entertaine they divine jaftice concerning this fubjegt ? Theirrepentante sconfifting in vitible 
amends,ad manageable reparation; they loft both towards God anduis,the meanesite ala 
leagethe fame, Arc they fo malapait and fond-hardy as.to.crave pardon. without {atisfax 
étion,and fans repentance? Lahinke it goethwith the firftjas with thefelaft:But obfinacieis 
not herein fo.eafie to be vanguifhed. This fo fuddaine contrarictiejand violenevolubilitie of 
opinion, which they faine unto.us,fcemethtoine ammiracle. They prefencus. withthe fate of 
aniudigeltible agonic. How fancafticall feemed their imagiaation unteime) whothefe latrer 
ycates had taken upatathion, to checke and reproveallimen, thar profefied the Cathelike 
Religion,in whom fhined any extracrdinaric brightnefle of fpirit faying chat it was-bnefai- 
ned ;.and to doe-him honour, held, that whatfoever he fai inapparanee, hecouldinotins 
wardly chufe bur have his beliefe reformed according to thei byafe, -Ir isa peevifhinfinmnin 
tic,fora man to thinke bimfelfefo fitmely grounded, asto perfwade himielfe;thac the cdn- 
ariemay not be believed : And more peevith alfo, to be perfwaded-by hich a ipivinj thar 
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Chap. 56, 
preferteth I wot not whatdifparitie of fortune, beforethe hopes and threats of eternal life, 
They may beleeve me: If any thing could have attempted my youth, the ambition of the 
hazard,and difficultie,which followed this late-moderne enterprize, fhould have had good 
parttherein.Icis not without great reafon,in my poore jud gement,that the Church forbid- 
deth the confifed rath and indifcreer ufe of the facred and divine fongs,which the holy {pi- 
rithath indired unto David. God oughtnotto be commixed in our actions, but wich awful 
reverence,and an attention full of honour and refpect.. The word or voice is too divine, ha- 
ving no other ufe but to exercife our lungs, aad co pleafe our eares. It isfrom the confcience 
and not from the tongue that it muft proceed. It is not confonant unto reafon, that a pren- 
tife or fhop- keeping boy ,amiddeft bis idle,vaine,and frivolous conceits, fhould be futfered 
to entertaine himfelfe, and play therewith, Nor is it feemely, or tolerable, to fee the facred 
booke of our beliefes~-Myfteries,tofled up and dewne and plaid withall,in a fhop,or a hall, 
orakitchin. They have heretofore beene accompted myfteries, buechrough the abufe of 
times, they are now held as {ports and recreations.Sofcrious, and venerablea ftudy fhould 
not,by way of paftime,and tumultuarie behandled. It ought to bea fixed, a purpofed, and 
ferled action, to whichithis preface of our office (wr{um corda fhould ever be adjoyned ; and 
the-very exterior parts of the body, fhould with firch a countenance, be referred unto it,that 
to all mens eyes it may witnefiea particularattention and duteous refpe&. Iris nota ftud 
fitting all men,but only fuch as haye vowed themfelves unto it,and whom God hath,of his 
infinit mercic,called thereto. The wicked,the ungodly,and the ignorant arethereby empai- 
red. Ic isno hiftorieto be fabuloufly reported ,but a hiftorie to-be dutifully reverenced,aw- 
fully feared, and religioufly adored. Arethey not pleafantly conceited, who becaufe they 
have reduced the fame into the vulgar tongues, and that all men may underftand it,perfwade 
themfelves, tharthe people fhall the better conceive and digeft the fame? Confitteth it bur 
in the words, that they underftand not all they find written ? Shall I fay more? By approa- 
ching thus lictleunto it, they goc backefrom it. Meere ignorance, and wholy relying on 
othcrs,was verily more proftableand wifer,than ischis verball, and vaine knowledge, che 
nurfe of prefumption,and fourfe of remeritic. Morcover,] am of opinion,that the uncontrous 
led libertie,that all men have to wre(t,diffipare,and wyre-draw a word foreligious,and im- 
portant, tofo many fevcrall idiomes, hath much more dangerthan profit following it. The 
Jewes,the Mahometans,and well-nigh all othet mations,are wedded unto,and reverence the 
language, wherein their myfteries and religion had originally beene conceived; and an 
change or tranflation hath not without apparance af ctabol beene directly forbidden. Kaow 
we whether there the Judges enow in Bufgwecand in Brstranie to eftablith chis tranflation 
made intheir tongue? The univerfall Church hath no more difficult and folemne judgement 
tomake. Both in {peaking and preaching the interpretation is wandring, free, and mutable, 
and of one parcell ; fo is it not alike. OneofourGracian Biftorians doth juftly accufe his 
age, forafmuch as the fecrets of Chriftian religion were difperfed inall publike places, and 
even among the bafeftartificers, and that every man might, at his pleafiwe, difpute of it, 
and at randon fpeake his mind ofthe fame. And it fhould bea great fhaime for us, whoby 
the unfpeakable grace of God injoy the pureand facred myfteries of picty,to fuffer the fame 
to be profaned inthe mouthes of ignorantand popular people, feeing the very Gentiles in» 
terdicted Secraresand Plato,and the wifelt,to meddle, enquire or fpeake of thingscommics 
ted untothe Pricttes of Delpios. Saying moreover, Thar the fattrans of Princes, touching the 

fubject of Divinitie,are armed,sot with xealebut with anger.T hat zeale dependeth of devine 
reafon and jxftice, holding an orderly and moderate courfe, but tha: it changeth intohatred 
and envie, and in fiead of corne and grape, it produceth nettles and darneh, if icbe diretbed by 
humane paffion. And juftly faith this orher,who counfelling the Emperour Theodofins, affir= 
med thar difputations didnot [a much appeafe and lull afleepe the {chifines of the Church, 
a ftir up aud caufe herefies. And therefore it behooved ;to avoid allcontentions,controver- 
fies,and logicall arguings,and wholy and fineerely refer himfelfe unto the prefcriptionsand 
orders of faith,cftablifhed by our forefathers. And e4ndvonicus the Emperour, finding by 
chance in his pallace, certaine principall men very earneftly diiputing egainft Lepodias, 
about one of our poin:s of great importance,taunted 8c rated them very bitterly and chrear~ 
ned ifthey gave not over,he would caufe them to be caft into the river. Children and wo- 
men doc new adaies governe and {way the oldeft and moft experieaced men concerning 
: Eccle 
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Ecclefiafticall Lawes :whereasthe firft that Pato made, forbiddeth them to enquire after 
the reafon of civill Lawes, and which ought to ftarid in place of divine ordinances, Allow. 
ing aged men to communicate the fame amongft themieives, aid with the Magiftrate, ad- 
ding more-over,alwaies provided it be not inthe prefence of young men,and before profane 
petfons. Anotable Bifhop hath left written, that inthe other end of the world, there is an 
Iland called of our predeceflours Diofcorida, verycommodious, and fertile of all forts of 
fruits and trees, and sis peers wholefome ayre; whofe people are Chri(tians, and have 
Churches and Altars ; adorned with nothing elfe buc croffes, without other images ; great 
obfervers of faftings and holy daies ; exact payersof their priefts tithes;and {0 chafte, that 
none of them may lawfully all his life long know any more thaw one wife. And inall other 
matters{o well pleafed with their fortune, that being feared in the middeft of the fea, they 
haveand know no ufé of fhips :and fo fimple,that of their religion, which they fo diligent- 
ly andawfully obferve, they know not,nor underftand fo much as one only word. Athing 
incredible,to him that kuew not how the Pagans, who are fo devout and zealous idolaters, 
know nothing of their Godg,but only cheir bare names and ftatues. The ancient beginning 
of Menalippe,atragedic of Euripides, importeth thus. 
Inpiter,car de roy vier fixer, 

Te ne cognois feulement gue le nem. 

O Jupiter, for unto me, 

Only the name is knowneof thee. | 

Thavealfoin my time heard certaine writings complainéd of forfonmch as they are meer 

Jy humane and Philofophicall, without medling with divinitie. He thar fhoufd fay tothe 
contrarie(which aman might doe with reafon)that heavenly doctrine,as a ( Queene and go. 
verneffe doth better keepe ler ranke apart ; that fhe ought to be chiefe ruler and principal] 
head evere where, and not fuffragant and fubfidiarie. And that peradyenture examples in 
Grammar, Rethorike, and Logike,might more fitly and fortably be taken from elfewhere, 
than from {0 facred and holy a fubjeét,as alfo the arguments of theatres, plots of plaies,and 
grounds of publike {pectacles, That myfterioufly divine reafons are more venerably and re- 
verently confidered alone, and in their native ftile, than joyned and compared to humane 
ditcourfe, That this faulc is oftner feene, which is, that Divines write too humanely, than 
this other,that humanifts write not Theologicallyenough. Philofephy, faith S.Chryfofome, 
us long fince banifbed from facred {cheols, as an unprofitable fervanr, and deemed unworth ay te 
behold, butm paffing by the entrie, omthe veftrie ofthe facred treafwres of heavenly dottrine. 
That the formes of hurnane {peech, are more bafe, and ought by no meanestomake any ufe 
of the dignitie,majefty and preheminence ofdivine fpeech. As for my parc,] give it leave to 
fay Verbis ind: ciplinatis with wndifciplined words, Fortune, deftinie, chancejaccident, fate: 
good lucke,ill lucke,the Gods and other phrafes, as belt it pleafech. I propofe humane fan= 
tafiesand mine o wne,fimply as humane conceits,and feverally confidered; not as fetled ,con- 
cluded,and directed by celeftiall ordinance, incapable of any doubt or alteration, A matter 
of opinion,and not of faith, What I difcourfe according te my felfeynot what I beleeve aca 
cording unto God, with a laicall fathion,and not aélericall fanner; yet ever moft religious. 
As children propofe their eflayes, inftructable, natinftru&ing. And might not amanalfo 
fay without apparanice,that the iafticution, which willeth,vo man fhall dare to write of Re- 
ligion, but {parinely,and tefervedlysexcept firch as make expretle prefeffion of it, would not 
want fome fhew of profit and juftice ; and happily to me to be filent.Jc hath beene told me, 
that eventhofe which are not of our confent, doe flatly inhibite amoneft themfelves theufe 
of the facred name of God in all their vulgar and familiar difcourfes. They would haveno 
man ufe it as an interjeCtion or exclamation; fierto be alleaged as a witnefle,or Comparifon; 
wherein] fitid they have reafon, And howfoever it be, that we<all Godto our commerce 
and focietic, it fhould be zealoufly ,ferioufly and religioufly. There is (as faras Iremember) ° 
fuch alike diftourfein Xenophon,wherein he déclateth; That we /hould mererarel: pray wate 
God: foralmnch as it ts not ek fieswe fbowld fo often fettle ont minds in fo regular, foreformed, 


Kris 


and fo devour a feat, where indeed? wight tobe, to pray aright and cffeciwally : etherwife our 
Praiers are,not only vaine and unprof table,butvicious. Forgive ns (fay we) onr offences, me 
we forgive thems that treSpafe again[f ss: Whatel{einferre we by thar petition, but that we 
Offer hina our foule yeid ofall révenet aiid free from all rancout ?-We nevettheleffe invoke 

God 


— 
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God and callow his: aid, even in che complot of our gtievoutelt faults;and defire his affi- 
ftance in all manner of injuftice and aniquitie. 
: Due nsfi feduitis sequeas commuttere divas. 

Which you to Saintsnot drawne afide, 

Would thinke unfit to be applide, 

The covetoustnan fueth aud praiethunto him forthe vaine increafe and fuperfluous pre. 
feryationof his wrong-gotten treaflire. The ambitious, he impertuneth God for the condu& 
ofvitis forcune,and that he may have the victorie of all his deficignes, ‘The theefe,the pirate, 
themurtherer;yea and the traitor,all call upon him, allimplorchis aid, 8 ali folicite him,to 
give them courage intheir attempts, conftancie in their refolutions, to remove all lets and 
difliculcics that in any fort may withftand their wicked executions,and impious actions; or 
give him thanks,ifthey have had good fuccefle ; the one if he have met with a good bostie, 
the other ifhe returne homerich, the third ifnoman have {een him kill his enemie, and the 
Ia4tchough behave cavfed any execrable miichiefe. The Souldier,ifhe but goe to befiegea 
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 cotcage,tofcale aCafile,torob a Church,te perrard a gate,to force a religious houfe, or any 


villanousaét, before he attempt it, pra icth to God for his affiftance, though his intents and 
hopes be full-fraught with crueltic murther,covetife,luxurie, facri-lege; aud all iniquitie. 

Hoc ip(um quo tn lou aurem impellere tentas, 

Dic agednm,Staie, proh Inpiter, 0 bone clanset, 

Iupner, at fefe non clamet Iupiter spfe. 

Go-to then, fay thefame to fome bad fellow, 

Which thou prepar’it for Gods eares: lethim bellow, 

OGod,good God ; fo God, 

Oni himfelfe would not pled. 

‘ Margaret Queene of Navarre,maketh mention ofa young Prince (whom although fhe 
name not exprefly,yet his greatnefle hath made him fufficiently knowne) who goin g about 
an amorous affignation, and to lie with an Advocates wife of Pars, his way lying along{t a 
Church, he did never pafleby fo holy a place, whether it were in going of comming from 
his lecherie,and cukolding-labour,but would make his praiers unto God,to be his help and 
furtherance, J would faine have any impartiall man tell me, to what purpofe chis Prince in- 
voked and called on God for his divine favour, having his mind only bentto fiune, and his 
choughes fet onluxurie « Yerdoth fhe alleagehim for a {péciall ceftimonic of fingulardevo- 
tions Butitissor only by this example,a manmight yerifie,that women are not very fitto 
matiage or treat matters of Religion and Divinitie. A true and hartie praier,and an unfained 
religious reconciliation from.us unto God; cannot likely fall into a. wicked and impure 
foule,efpecially»when Sathan. fwaieth the fame. He chat calleth upon God for his affiftance, 
whilft he is engulphed and. wallowing in filthy finne,doth as the cut-purté, that fhould cald 
for jultice unto his ayd, or thote that produce God in witnefle of lie, 
tacito mala vota fafurro 

Conctpinsws. 
With filent whifpeting we, 
For all things fuppliantsbe, 
Thereare few men, tat would date to publifl the fecret requefts they make to God; 
Haud cnivis pramptum est murmur que humile(que fufurres 
Tollere de T emplissch' aperto viwere veto. 
From Churchlow-whifpering murmursto expell, 
T’is not forall,or with knowne voweslive well, 
And that’s the reafon, why.the Pythagorians would. have them publike, chat allmigh 
heare:them, that no man fhould abufively callon God, and require any undecent of unguit 
thing of him,asthatmaa ; : 
clare cm dixtt, Apolle, sv; 

Labra mover metnens andits © pulehra Laverna 
. Da whi fallere, da juftnm fantinmane videri. 

» Nettem peccates, frandsbus objtce nnborm. : 

When heajowd hath faidy Apofoheare, ... . Seite 
Loth wo be heard, Goddefle of theeves,faid he, 


: 
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Grant meto coufenjand yer jutt appeare, 
My faults innight,my fraud’sin clouds let be, 

The Gods did gtievoutly punith che impious vowes of Ocdipus, by granting them tnt 
him.His praicz.was,that hischildren mightbetweenethemfelves decide in armes the fuccef: 
fion of his eftate ; he was fo miferable, asto betaken at his word, A man fhould not requeft 
that all things follow our will, but char it may follow wifdome: Verily, ic fereth,that we 
makeno other ufe of our praicrs, than ofa companie of gibrifh phrafes: And as thofe who 
employ holy and facred words about witchcraft'and magicallefteéts; and that we imagine 
their effect dependeth of thecontexture,or found sor fucceffion of words, or from eur coun- 
tenance. For, our foule, being full~fraught with concupifcence, andall manger of ungodly 
thoughts, nothing touched, with repentance, normoved with new reconciliation towards 
God, we headlong prefent unto him thofeheedleffe words, which memorieaffoordeth our 

ongue, by which we hopeto obraine an expiation and remiftion of our offences, ‘There is 

nothing fo eafie, fo {weet,focomfortableand favourable,as the law of God; fhe (of his ins 
finit mercie)calleth usunto him,how faultie and deteftablefoever webe; fhe gently ftretch« 
eth forth her armes unto us, and mildly receiveth us inte her lap; how guiltie,polluted,and 
finfull foever weare,and may be inafter-times. But in recompence of fo boundiefleand wn 
{peakablea favour, fhe mult be thankfully accepted, and cheerfully regarded: and fo gra< 
cious a pardon mutt be reccived with agratitude of the foule, and at leaft; inthat inftant, 
that we addrefleour felves unto her prefence ; to have.our foule grieved for het faules, peni-~ 
tent of her fines, hating thofe paffionsand affections, that have caufed ot provoked usto 
tranfgrei{e his lawes,to offend his Majeftic,and to breake his commandements. Plate faith, 
That neither the Gods, nor honeft men will ever accept the effering of a wicked man. 

Lmmsnnis avam fitetigit manus, 

Nox fumpruofa blandior hoftia 

Moliivit averfas Penates, 

Farre pie & faliente mica. 

If guiltleffe hand the Altar tuch; 

Nooffring,coft it ne’re fo much, 

Shall better pleafe our God offended, 

Than corne with crackling-corne-faltblended, 
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Of Age. 


Cannot receive that manner,whereby we eftablith the continuance of our life. I(eethat 

fome.of the wifer fortdoe greatly fhorten the fame, in refpeét of the common opinion. 
What laid Care Lunior;to thofe who fought to hinder him from killing himfelfe? Dee Jnow 
bwethe ageswherein I may juftly be reproved toleave miy life too fone? Yet was he but eight 
and fortie yearesold, Hethouehtthat age veryripe, yea, and well advanced, ‘abel 
how fewmen come unto it, And fuch as eutertaine themfelves with, I wot not what kin 
of courfe, which they call naturall, promifeth fome few yeares beyond might do it,had they 
4 privilege that could exempt chem from fo ercata number of accidents, unto which each 
one of us ftands fubje& by a naturall fubjegtion, and which may interrupt the faid courfe, 


they propofe unto themfelves. . What fonduefleis it, for a mantothinke he fhalldie, for,” 


and through, a failing and defect of ftrength, which extreme age draweth with it, and to 
propofe thatterme unto our life, teeing it is therareft kind ofall deaths,and leaft in ule? We 
only call it naturall,as if it wereagaingt nature to feea man breake his necke with 2 fall 3 to 
bedrowned by thi pwracke ; robe furprifed with a peftilence,or pleurifie, aid as if — or- 
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dinarié condition did not prefent thefeinconyeniences unto us all. Levus not fatter our felyes 


with thefe fond-goodly words; a manimay peradventure rather call that naturall, which is 
enerall,commonand tniverfall. To dicofage,isa rare, fingular,and extraordinarie death ? 
and fo much-leffe naturaliithan others: Itisthe faft and extremeft: kind of dying: The fare 
ther itis from us,fo muchthe leffe is ito be hoped for Indeed it ds the limit, beyond which 
Wwe fal not pafle,and which the law ofnature hathypreftribed unto.us,asthat which fhould 
not be outgone by any ; bucit isarare privilege peculiar unto herfélfe,to make us continue 
unto it. Itisanexemption, which through fome particular favour fhe befloweth on fome 
one man, inthefpace of twoor three ages, difcharging him fromthe crofles, troubles, and 
difficulties,fhe hath enterpofed betweene both yin this:long cariere and pilgrimage. ‘There- 
fore my opinion is,to confider, that the age unto which we are come; isan age whereto few 
ative : fince men come not unto it by any ordinaric courfe, itisa fignie We are verie forward. 
And fince we have paft theaccuftomed: bounds, which: is the trti¢meafure of out life, we 
muft not hope,that we fhall goe much further.Having efcaped fo many eccafions of death, 
wherein we feethe worldto fall,we muftacknowledge that fuch'at'extraorditarie fortune 
asthatis, which maiutaineth us, andiis beyond the common ufe, is not likely to bSatidtic 
long Jtis-a fault of the verielawes, to have this falfe imagination #Fhey allow potamanto 
be capable and of difcretion, to manage and:difpofe of his owne goods, ‘untill he be five and 
twentic yeares old,» yet fhall he hardly prefervethe ftare of his lifefo long. eAucylius 
abridged five yearesof the ancient Romane Lawes, and dectaved? that for any man that 
fheuld take upomhim the-charge of judgernent, it fufficed to be thirti€ yeares old. Servis 
TisHlins difpented with the Knights who were feven and fortie yeares of age, from all yolun- 
tarie fervicesof warre, Ax gaffns brought them to fortie and five.To fend men totheir place 
of fojourning before they be five and fiftie or three feore yeares of age, me feemeth, carrieth 
no great apparance with it.My advice would be,that ourvacation, and employment fhould 
be extended, as far as might be for the pubhike commoditie; brit Eblame fome, and con= 
demne moft,that we begin not foone enough to employour felves. The fame tn guftus had 
been univerfall and fupreme judge of the worlds when he was burninetcene yeares old, and 
would haye another tobe thirtie, before he fhall bee made a competent Judge of a cottage 
or farme, As for my part, Ithinke our minds'are as full growne and perfectly jeynted oe 
twentie yeares,as they fhould be,and promife'asmuch-asthey cary. -Amind which at that 
age hath not given fome evident token or carnelt of her {ufficiencie, fhall hardly give it after- 
ward ; put her to what triall you lift. Natural qualities and vertues, if they haveany vigorous 
or beauteousthing in them, will produce and fhew the fame within thattime,or never. They 
fay in Daulphiné, 
Silefpine non picque quand nai, 
ef pesne que picque jamai. 
A thorne,unleffe at firft it pricke, 
Willhardly ever pearce toth’ quicke, 
Of all humane honourable and glorious actions, that ever came unto my knowled ge, of 
what nature foeverthey be,I am perfwaded, I fhould have'a harder taske, to number thofe, 
which both inancient times, and in ours, have beene ptoduced and atchieved beforethe age 
ofthirtie yeares, than fuch as were performed after :, yea, often in the life of the fame men, 
May not I baldly {peak itof thofe of Hanaiballand Scipie his great adverfarie? They lived 
the better part of their life with the gloriewhichthey had gotten intheir youth : And 
though afterward they were great men, in refpect of all others, yet were they but meanein 
regard of themfelves, Asfor my particular,Iam verily perfwaded ,that fince that age,both 
my fpirit andimy bod Ys hayvemore decreafed than encreafed, more recoyled than: advan. 
ced,: It may be, that knowledge and experience shall encreafe in thems, together with life, 
that beftow their time well : but vivacitie, promptitude, conftancie, and ether parts much 
more our Owile, more important and more effentiall, they droope, they languifh, and they 
——1bi jam validis quaffaum eit viribus avi 
. Corprise obsufis ceciderunt viribue arti, 
Ghasdicas ingeninms, deliratlingnaque menfque. 
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When once the body by fhrewd ftreneth of ycares 
Is fhak’c,and limmes drawne downe from ftrength that weares, 
Wit halts, both tongue and mind 
Doe daily doat, we find, 

It is the body, which fometimes yeeldeth firft unto age; and othertimesthe mind : and 
Thave feene many, that have had their braines weakned before their ftomackeor legees,And 
foraf{much, as it is a difeafe, little or nothing fenfible unto him thatendureth it, and maketh 
no great fhew,it is fo muchthe more dangerous.Here Texclaime again{t our Lawes, not be. 
caufe they leave us fo long, and late in working and employment, but that they fet usa 
workeno fooner, and itis fo late before we be employed, Methinkesthat boalideiig the 
weaknefle of our life and feeing the infinit number of ordinarie rockes, and natural dangers 

it is fubje& unto, we fhould not fo foone as we come into the world, alot fo greata 

fharethereof unto unprofitable wantonneffe in youth, il-breeding 
idlenefie, and flow-learning pren- 
tiffage. 
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Of the inconflancie of our aétions. 


gay tole which exercife themfelyes in controuling humane a&tj- 
ons, finde no fuch let in any oe part, a$ to peecethem to- 
gether, and bring them to one fame luftre : For, they com. 
monly contradict one another fo ftrangely, asie fcemeth 
impoffible they fhould’ be parcels of one Warchoufe, 
Young (Marine is fometimes found to be the fonne of 
Mars,and other times the childe of 7 enus, Pope Boniface 
the Eight, is reported to have entred into his charge, asa 
Fox ; to have carried himfelfe therein, as a Lion; andto 
lave died likeg dog. And who would thinke ie was Nere, 
that lively image of cruelty, who being required to Gene 
(asthe cuttome was ) the fentence of a crimiuall offendor, that had beene chindensaet 
die, that ever he fhould anfwer? Oh would to God I could never have written! So fieare 
was his heait grieved to doome.a man to death. The world is fo full of fuch examples,thae 
every man may ftore himfelfe; and I wonder to fee men of underftanding trouble them. 
felyes with forcing thefeparcels : Sithence (me feemeth ) irrefolution is the mofta 
and common vice of our nature; as witnefleth that famous verfe of Publis the Co; 
Malum confiltum est, qued mutari non porelt. 
Thecounfell is but bad, 
Whote change may not be had, 

There is fome apparence to judge a than by the moft common conditions of his life, buc 
feeing che natural inftability of our cuftemes and opinions; [have often thought,that even 
good Authors,deeill and take a Wrong courfe, wilfully toopinionate themfelyes about fra. 
ming a con{tant and folide contexture of us, They chufe an univerfall ayre, and followin 
that image, rangeand interpret alla mansadtions; which if they canndt wreft fufficiently, 
they remitthem unto diffimulation, dugafing hath efcaped their hands 3_for there is fo ap- 
parrutifo fudden and continualla variccy of actions found in him, through the courfe of his 


ife, thateventhe bold eft Judges and ftrigte(t cenfurers have beenc faine to give him over 
> , > 2 


and leave him undecided. here is nothing I [o hardly beleeve tobe in Aras cohfpancie ant 


nothing fo eafieto be found in him,as inconftancy.He that fhould diftingtly and parc by 2% 
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judge of him, (hould ofren jampe to fpeake truth, View allantiquity over, and you fhall 
finde it a hard matter,to chufe out a dozen of men, that have dire&ted their life unto onecer- 
taine, ferled,and affured courte; which ische fureft drift of wifdome.For,to comprehendall 
in one word faith an ancient Writer,and to embrace all rhe rules of our life into one, it 1s at 
all times to will, and not to will one fame thing. I would not youchfafe, (faith he) to adde 
any thing ; alwayes provided the will bejuft : for, ifit be unjuft, itis impoflible it fhould 
ever continuc one. Verily I have heretofore learned ,that vice is nothing but a diforder,and 
wantofmeafure, and by confequence, it is impoffible to faften conftancy unto it.It is a fay- 
ing of Demofthenes,(as forme report,) That confasltarion and delsberation, the beginning of 
all vertue ; and conftancie, the end aud perfection. If by reafon or difcourfe we fhould rakea 
certaine way, We fhould thentake the faireft : but noman hath thought on it. 

Quod periit,fperntt, repetit quod muper omit, 

Afinat,@ vite difconvenst ordse toto. 

He {corns that whichhe fought, feck’s that he feorn’d of late, 

He flowes,cbbes,difagreesin his lifes whole cftate. 

Our ordinary manner is to follow the inclination of our appetite,this wayand that way; 
on the left,and on the right hand; upward and downe-ward,according as the winde ofoc- 
cafions deth tranfport us: Wenever thinke on what we would have, but atthe inftant we 
would have it: and change as that beaft that cakes the colour of the place wherein it is laid. 
What we evennow purpofed,we alter by and by,and prefently returne to our former biafe: 
allis bur changing,motion, and inconftancy ¢ 

Discimur we wervis aliense mobile lignum. 
So are we drawne,as wood is fhoved, 
By others finnewes each way moved. 

Wegoc not, but weare carried : as things that flote, now gliding gently, now hulliag 
violently ; according as the water is, either{tormy or calme. 

——-nonne videmus 

Quid fibi quifque velit nefcire O quarere femnper, 
Cammutare locum quafi onits deponere poffit ? 

See we not,cvery man in his thoughtsheighe 

Knowes not whathe would haye, yet feekes he ftreight 
To change place, as he could lay downe his weight ? 

Every day new toycs, tach houre new fantafies, and our humours move and fleet with 

the flectings and movings of time. 
Tales {unt hominur mentes quali Pater ipfe 
Iupiter antkifero luftravit lumine terrace 
Such are mens mindes, as that oreat God of might 
Surveies the earth with encreafe bearing light. 
We float and waver betweene divers opinions : we willnothing freely, nothing abfolutely, 
nothing conftantly. Had any man prefcribed certaine Lawes,or eftablifhed atfured policies 
in his owne head ; in his life fhould we daily fee,to fhine an equality ofcuftomes,an affured 
order,and an infallible relation from onething to another (Empedecles noted this deformi- 
y to be amongft the Agrigentines, that they gave themfelves fo over unto delights, as if 
they fhould dieto morrow next,and built as ifthey fhould never die) the difcourfe thereof 
wereeaficto be made, Asisfeene in young Caio: Hethat toucht but one ftep of it,hath rou- 
ched all,Icis an harmony of wellaccording tunesand which cannot contradiét it felfe. With 
usit iscleane contrary, fo many ations, {o many particular judgements are there requir’d. 
The fureft way (in mine opinion ) wereto referthem unto the next circum({tances, without 


«entering into further fearch,and without concluding any other confequence ofthem, Du- 


ring the late tumultuous broiles of our mangled eftate,it was told me,that a young woman, 
not farre from mee, had head-long caft hey felfe out ofa high window, with intent to kill 
herfelfe,only to avoid the ravi(hment of a rafcaly-bafe fouldier, thatlay in her houfe, who 
offered to force hes:and perceivin: that with thefall fhe had not killed herfelfe, comakean 
end of her enterprize, the villetHare cut her ownethroat with a knife, but that fhe was 


hindered by fore that came into her : Nevertheleffe having fore wounded herfelfe,the yo- 


© Tuntarily confeffed, that the Souldier had yet but urged her with impertunate requefts, 


fuing« 
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fuing-folicitations, and golden bribes, but fhe feared he would in the end have obtained his 
ptupofe by compulfion : by whofe earneft {peech¢s, refolare countenance, and gored bloud 
(atrueteftimony of her chafte vertue)fhe might appeareto be the lively pattere of another 
Lucrece; yet know J certainly that both beforethat time, anid afterward; fhe had beene ena 
joyed ofothers upon exficr compofition, And as the common faying is ;’ Faire and foft, as 
fquemith-honeft as fhe feemes; although you miffe of your intent, conclude not rafhly an 
inviolable chaftitieto bein your Miftrefle ; Por a groomeor a horfe-keeper may findean 
lroure tothrive in ; and a dog hatha day. eT mrigonus having taken upotv him to favours 
Souldier of his,by reafon of his vertue arid valour, commanded his Phyfitians to have great 
care‘of him,and fee whether they could recover him ofa lingting and inward difeafe; which 
had long tormented him,who being perfectly cured he afterward perceiving him tobe ne- 
thing fo earneft and diligent in his affaires, detnanded of him, how he was fo changed from 
himtelfe,and become fe ocwatdith + your felfe $00d Sit (anfwered he) hayemade me, by 
ridding tne of thofe infirmities, which fo did gri¢ve me, that T madenoaccompt ofiny ife. 
ASouldier of Lucallus, having by his enemies beene robbed of all he had; to revenge Hime 
felfeundertooke a notable and defperat atempt upon them sand haying recovered his lofts, 
Lucnilus conceived avery good opinion of hith,' and with the greatelt fhewes of affured 
cruttand loving kindneffe he could bethinke hiintelfe, made efpeciall accomipt of him, atid 
inary dangerous enterprize feemed to truft arid employ him only: 

Verbis quatimsido quoque poffent addere mentem : Hov.Li2.0p.2034. 

With words, whichtoa coward might 

Adde courage, had he any fprighe. 
Imploy (faid heunto him){ome wretch-(tripped’arid robbed Souldicr 
-(quantumdvis vufticus ibse, 

Tbit COyguovis qui Zonam perdidir,inquir. ) 

(None ‘is, faith he,fo clownifh, but will: on, 

Where you will have him, if his purfe begone) 
and abfolutely refurfed to obey him, When wereade that CMahorier, havin outragioufly 
rated Chafan,chiefeleader of his Janizets, becaufe he {aw his troup wel-nigh defeated by the 
Hungarians,and hee to behave himfelfe but faintly in che fight, (bafan without making o« 
ther reply alone as he was,and without more adoe,with his weapon im his hand rufhed furis 
oufly inthe thickef throng of his enemies that he firtt met wichall, of whom hee was iia= 
ftantly laine: This may haply be deeined rather a rath conccit,than a jultification s arid a 
new {pight,than a natural prowes.He whom you faw yclterday fo boldly-venturous, woit- 
dernot if youfee hima da(tardly meacocke to morrow next : for either anger or neceffitie, 
company or wine,a fudden fary or the clangof'a trumpet, might rowze-up hisheart, & ftir 
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up his courage.Ic isno heart nor courage fo frained by difcourfe or deliberation : Thele cir. 
cumftances have fecled the fame in him : Therefore it 1s no marvell if by other contrary cir. 
cumitance he become a craven and change coppys This fupple variation, and eafie yeelding 
contradiction which is feene in us hath made forneto imagine,that wee had two foules aid 
others,two faculties; wheteof every one as beft fhe pleafech, accompanieth and doth agi- 
tateus; theone towards good, the other towards evill. Forfomuch as fucha rough diverfitie 
cannot wel fortand.agree in one fimpte fubjeét. The blaft ofaccidents doth not ouly remove 
mic-according to his inclination; for befides,I remove and trouble my felfebyche inftabilit 
ofmy pofture, and whofoever looketh narrowly about himélfe, fhall hardly fee himfelfe 
twife in one fame {tate.Sometimes I give my foule one vifage,and fometimes another,accor. 
ding untothe potture or fide | lay her in. If I{peake diverfly of my félfe,itis becaufe I looke 
diverfly upon my {elfe. All contrarietiesare found in her, according to fome turneor remo- 
ving,and.in fome fathion or other. Sharnefaft, bafhfull, infolent, chafte, luxurious, peevith, 
pratling filent,fondjd oting,labourious,nice, delicate, ingenious, (low, dull, froward humo. 
rous;debonaire, wife, ignorant, falfe in words, true-{peaking, both liberall, covetous,and 
prodigal]. Allthefe I perceive in fome meafure or other tobee in mee, according as I ftirre 
Or turne my felfe; And whofeever (hall heedfully firvay and confider himfelfe, thallfiade 
this volubility and difcordance to be in himfelfe, yea and in his very judgement, I haveno» 
thing to fay entirely, fimply, and with foliditie of my felfe, without confufion, diforder, 
blending, mingling; and.in one word, Diffinguo is the moft univerfall part of my logike, 
R 3 Although 
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Although I ever put poleto {peake good of good, and rather to enterpret thofe things, that i 
will beare it,uinto a good fenfe; yetis it that,the ftrangenefle of our condition admicteth that 
we are often urged to do well by viceit felfe,if well doing were not judged by theiatention 
only. Therefore may nota couragious act conclude amanto be valiant..He that is fo,when 
jutt occafion ferycth; fhallever-be fo,and upon all occafions. Ifit were aa habitude of ver- 
tuc,and nota fiidden humour, it would makea man equally refolure at all affayes, in allac- 
cidents: Such alone,asin company; fuch ina finglecombar,as in a fet battel ; For, whatfoc- 
ver fome fay, valour isall alike,and notone in the treet or towne,and another in the campe 
or field, As couragioufly fhould aman bearea fickeneffein his bed,as a hurt inche field and 
feare death no more athome in hishoufe, than abroad in an affanlr, We fhould not then fee 
one fame man enter the breach, or charge, bisenemie with an affured and undouted fierce~ 
nefle,and afcerward haying efcaped thar, to, vexc, to griveand torment himfelfe like unto a 
{eely woman, or faint-harted milke-fop for the lofle of afate, or death ofa childe. If one 
chance to be carelefly bafe-minded in-his infancie,and conftantly-refolute in povertic ; ifhe 
be timoroufly-fearefull at fight ofa Barbers razor, and afterward ftowtly-undiftmayed 
againft his enemics{words: The adtion is commendable,butnot che man, Divers Grecians 
(faith Cicero) cannot endure to looketheir enemy inthe face, yet are chey moft conftant in 
ciesruf.gs la,f. their fickeneifes ; whereas the Cimbriansjand Celtiberians,aremeerecontrary. Nihil enim 
poteft effe equabile,quod non 4 certaratione profict{carur: For norhing can beare it felfe every, 
which proceedeth not fromrefelued reafonsT hexeis no yalor more extreme in his kinde, than 
thatof Alexander; yetis it but in /Pecies, nor every where fufficiently full and univerfall. 
As incompasable as it is, it hath his blemithes, which isthe reafon thatin the idleeft fufpi- 
tions,he apprehendeth at the conspiracies of his followers againft his life,we {ee him forar- 
neftly to vex, and fo defperately to trouble himfelfe : In fearch and purfait whereofhe de- 
meancth himfelfe with fo vehement and indifcreetan injuftice,and with fuch a demific feare, 
that cven his natnrall reafon is hereby fubyerted. Alfothe fuperftition, wherewith heis fo 
throughly tainted, beareth fome thew of pufilanimitie. And the unlimited exceffe of the re- 
pentance he fhewed for the murther of Clitwssis alfo a witnefic of the inequalitie of his cou~ 
rage, Our matters are but parcels hudled ap,and pceces patched together, and we endevyour 
toacquire honour by falfé meanes,and untrue tokens. Vertue will not bee followed, but by her 
Sfelfe: And it at any time wee borrow hermaske, upon fome other occafion, fhe willas 
foone pull it from our face. Itis alively hew and ftrong die, if the foule be once dyed with 
the fame perfectly ,and which will never fade or be gone, exceptit carry the skinaway with 
it, Therefore to judge a man,we muft a longtime follow,and very curioufly raarke his fteps; 
whether conftancie doc wholy fubfift and continue upon her owne foundation in him, Cx. 
vivendi viaconfiderata atque provifa eit : Who hath forecafi and confidered the way of life; 
whether the variety of occurrencesinake him change his pace(I meane his way, for his pace 
may either be haftened or flowed ) lethim run-on : fuch a one (as fayeth the impreafe of 
our good Talbot.) gocth beforethe wind. Itis no marvell (faithan old writer) that hazard 
hath fuch power over us, fince weelive byhazard. It isimpoffible for himto difpofe of his 
particular actions that hath not in grofe directed his life unto one certaineend. Icisimpof= 
fible for hima to range all peeces in order,that hath pot a plot or fore of the totall frame in 
his dead. What avayleth the provifion ofall forts of colours unto one that knowesnot what 
“heisto draw ? No man makes any certaine defigne of his life, and we deliberate of ic but 
by parcels, A skilful archer ought firftto know the marke he aimeth atsard then apply his 
hand, his bow, hisftring, his arrow and his motion accordingly. Ourcountels goea ftray, 
becanfethey arenotrightly addreffed, and haveno fixed end, Vo pinde makes for himshat 
hath no intended port tofaile unto. As for me,I allow not greatly ofthat judgement, which 
fome made of Sophocles, and to have concluded him fufficient in the managing of domefti- 
call matters,againft the accufation of his owne Sonne, only by the fight of onc of histrage- 
dies. Nor doe I commend the conjecture of the Parians, Sent to reforme the Adilefians, as 
fufficient to the confequencethey drew thence. Invifiting and furveying the Ile, they mar- 
ked the Landes that werebeft husbanded, and obferved the country houfes that were beft 
governed. And having regiftred the names of their owners; and afterward madean aflembly 
ofthe Townef-men of the Citie, they named and inftituted thofe owners asnew Govere 
noursand Magiftrates, judging and concluding, thet being good husbands and carefullof 
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theit houfhold affaires they mutt confequently befo of publike matters. We are all framed 
of flaps and parchesand of fo thapelefle and diverfe a contexture,that every peece and every 
motment playeth his part, And thereis as much difference found betwcene us and our felves, 
as there is betweenc our {elves and other, ALZz ignam rem puraunum hominem agere. Effceme 
it a great matter,to play but one man. 
Since ambition may teach men both valour temperance, liberality yea and juftice : Sith 
covetoufieffe may fettlein the minde of a Shop-prentife-boy, brought up in cafe and idle. 
nefle, a dreadleffe aflurance to leave his home-bred cafe, and forgoe his place of ed ucation, 
and ina finall barke to yceld himfelfe unto the mercy of bluftring waves,mercileffe windes 
and wrathfull Veprane ; and that it alfo teacheth difcretionand wifdome; And that Uenme 
her felfe miniftrech refolution ‘and hardinetffe unto tender youth as yerdubject to the difci- 
pline of the rod,and teacheth the ruthleffe Souldier,the foft and tenderly effemimace heat of 
women in their mothers Japs, 
Hac duce cuftodes furtim tran{cref]a jacentes, 

Ad juvenem tenebris fola pacha venir. 
The wench by ftealeth her lodg’d guards haying ftripr, 
By this ouide,fole,i'th darke,to’th yonker skipt, 

Tt 8 no pars of a well- grounded judgement,finsply to jndge our felves by onr extersonr ais 
ons: A man muftthorowly found himfelfe, and dive into his heart, and there fee by whac 
wards or {prings theynotions ftirre. But forafinuch as it is a hazardous and high enterprife, 
I would not have fo many to meddle with it as doe. 
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C war. PY; 
Of Drunkenneffe. 


HE world ts vorhing but wariety,end difemblance Vices are ab alike,ina ifmuch asthey 
’ = 4s8 allvices:And{odoe haply the Stoikes meane it.But though they are equally vices, 
h they are notequall vices; And thar hee who hath ftarted ahundred fteps beyond the limits, 
y Qos saliva chragne nequst confiftere retium, 
" On this fide,or beyond the which Herb. fat,t: 
M No man can hold.a right true pitch, in 
, isnot of worfe condition, han he that is ten fteps thort of it, is no whit credible: and that 
, facriledge is not worfe than the ftealing of a Colewort out of a Garden. 
i Nee vincet ratio,tantundem wt peccet idemague, 
Ml Duirencros caules alieni fregerit hortis 
6 Et qni notturuus divum facralegerit. 
i No reafon can evict,as great or fame finne taints 
; Him chat breakes in anothers Garden tender plants, 
And him thar fteales by night things confecrateto Saints, 
4 There is as much diverfity in thae as in any otherthing, _ Theconfufiom of order and 
; meafure of crisnes,is dangerous : Murtherers, Traitors and Tyrants, have too much gaine 
| by it: itis no reafontheir confcience fhould be eafed in that fome is either idle or lafcivious, 
or lefle affiduous unto devotion. Every man poiferh upon his fellowes finne, and elevates 
hisowne. Even teachers doe often range it illin my conceit, .As Socrates faid, that the 
chiefett office of wifdome, wasto diftinguifh goods and evils. Weothers, to whomthe 
belt is ever in vice,fhould fay the like of knowledge,todiftinguith vices; Without which, 
; arid that very exact, both yertuous aud wicked men remaine confounded and unkaowen. 
3 Now drunkennefic amongft others, appeareth to mee a grofe and brutifh vice. The 
minde hath more part elfe where; and fomevices there are, Which (if iemay lawfully 
befpoken) havea kinde of  wotnot what genterofity in them. Some there are, that haye 
learning, diligence, valour, prudence, wit, cunning, dexterity, and fubtlety joyned with 
them ; whereas this is meerely corporal and terreftriall, And thegrofeft and rudeft nation, 
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that liverh amongtt us at this day,is only that which keepeth it in credit. Orher vices but 
ieth 


alter and diftract the underftanding, whereas this utterly fubverteth the fame, and alton 
the body. RE ia Pe ske 
£107 3.4790 wast —— chim Vim Vis penetravit, « 
es. Confequitur gravitas membroram,prapeainntnr 
se Crura vacilanti, tardc[cit lingua,madet mens, 
ce Nant ocwli,clansor fing altus,jnrgia glifcunt. 
Wheironce the force of wine hath inly pierft, 
Limbes-heavineffe isnext,legs fainew ould goe, 
Buc reeling cannot,tongue drawles,mindes difperft, 
Eyesf wimme,cries,hicktps,brables grow. ; 

The worft eftate of man, is where he lofeth the knowledge and government of himfelfe, 
And amoneft other things, it is faid, that as muft wine boyliig and working in a veflell, 
workesand fends upward what ever it containeth inthe bottome, {6 doth wine caufe thofe 
that drinke exceffively of it, worke up,and breake our their moft concealed fecrets. 

Her.l,3,0d.21. —— tu fapientinm 
14: Curas,c7 arcantm jocofo 
YConilinm revegis Liao, 
Thou (wine-cup) doeft by wine reveale 
The pf wife men would conceale, 
And clofe drifts,at a merry meale, 

Tofephus of avi ie by making an Ambaflador to tipple-fquare, whom his enemies 
hadfent.unto him, he wrefted all his {ecrets out of him, Neverthelefle dugu (tus having true 
fied Lucins Pifo, that conquered Thrace, with the fecreteft affaires he had in hand,had nes 
yer caufe to be difcontented with him; Nor Tzberins with Coffs, to whom he imparted all 
his ferioufeft counfels, alchough we know them both to have fo giventhemfelves todrin- 
king of wine,that they were often faineto be carried from the Senat,and both were reputed 
notable drunkards. : 

Virbwc.t6.6.35. —— Hefterno inflatum venas de more Lyao. 
Veines pufft up,as is ufed alway, 
By-wine which was drunke yetterday. 

And as faithfully as the complot and purpofe to kill Ca/ar committed unto Cimber,whe 
would daily be drunke with quafting of wine,asunto Caffins, hat drunke nothing but wa= 
cer, whereupon he anfwered very pleafantly, What? foal libeare a Tyrant,that am nor able 
tobeare wine ? We fee ourcarowfing tofpot German fouldiers, when they at¢moft plunged 
intheireups,<andras drunkeas Rats, to have perfect remembrance of their quarter, of the 
watch word ,and oftheir files, 

: ‘ nec facilis vittoria de madidisyS 
ee Faces mero titabantebus,-—— 
Nor is the conqueft eafie of men fow’ft, 
Lifping and reeling with wine they carow’ft. 

Iwould never have beleeved fo found, fo deepeand fo exceflivedrunkenneffe, had I not 
sead in Hiftories,that Atta/us having envited to {up with him(with intent to doc him fome 
notable indignity)the fame Paufanias, who forthe fame caufe killed afterward Philip King 
of Matedon;(a King who by the eminent faire qualities that werein him, bore a teltimonie 
of the education he had learned in the houfe and company of Eparsinondas ) made himife 
dead-drunke,that infenfibly and without feeling,he might proftitute his beauty asthebody 
ofa common hedge-harlot,to Mulettiers, Groomes,and many of the abject fervants of his 

« honfesAnd what a Lady (whom'Imuch honourand higlily efteeme ) told mee, protefting, 
thatneereBurdédux,towards Cajfres,where her houfe js,a widdow Country-woman,repu- 
ted very chafte and honett, fuxfpecting herfelfe to be with childe, told her neighbours, that 
had thea husband; fhe fhould verily thinke fhe were with childe. But theoccafion of this 
fafpition encreafing more and more, and perceiving herfelfe fo big-bellied, that fhee could 
no longer concealeit,the refolved to make the Parith-prieft acquainted with it,whom fhe 
entreated-to publifh in the Church, that whofoeverhee were, that was guilty ofthe faé, 
and would ayow it, fhee would freely forgive him, and.if hee were fo pleafed, own 

im 
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himto her husband. A certaine fwainc or hyne-boy of I 
tion, declared , how that having one holliday tound her well-tippled with wine, aid 
found afleepe by the chimnie fide,!ying fo fit and ready for him that without 4 waking her 
he had the full uf of her bedy.Whoi fhe accepted for her husband and both live together 
atthis day, It is aflured chat antiquitie hath not gteatly defcribed this vice, The compofi- 
tions of diverfe Philofophers {peake but {paringly of it. Yea atid {omc of the Stoikes deeme 
it not ainiffe forman fometimes to take his liquor roundly, and drinkedéunke thereby to 
recreate his {pirits. 

Hoe quoqgue virratum quondam certamine magnum 

Secratem palmans promerniffe ferunt. 

They fay, inthistoo, Socrates the wife, 

And great in vertues combats, bare the prize. 
Caro that trict cenfurer,and fevere correor of others, hath beene feproved for much dtins 
King, Narratur & prifei Catonis 

Sape mero caluiffe virtss. 

Tisfaid, by ufe of wine repeated , 

Old Caroes vertuc oft was heated. 
Cyrus that fo far-renowned King, amongft his other commendations, meaning to preferre 
himfelfe before his brother 4rtaxerxes, and get the ftart of him, aleageth, that hecould 


drinke better,and tipple morethan he, And among ft the beft policed and for 
the cuftome of d linking, 


ers, emboldned by this proclamac 


left it $ould grow dull and ftupid therby to ftirre ie up, And it is written,that the Perfians, 
after they had well tippled, were wont to confult of their chiefett affaires, My tafte, my 
rellifh and my complexion, are fharper enemies.unto this vice,than my difcourfe: For, be- 
fides that I captivate more cafily my conceits under the augtoritic of ancicnt opinions, it~ 
deed Ifinde it tobe a fond, aftupid anda bafe kiitde of vice, but lefle malicious and hurta 
fullthan others; all which thocke,and with a fharper edge wound publikefocietie. And if 


We canuiot give our felves any pleafure,excepr (asthey fay )it colt us fomething ; I finde this 
vice to be lefle chargeable unto ourconfeieace than ott 


pared, difficulerobe found; a confideration notte -bs defp 
yeares and dignitie, amone ft three principall commoditi 

life, counted this: and where thall aman more rightly 
But he tooke it ill, delicateneffe,and the choiceof wines js thercintobe avoided. If you pre. 
pare your voluptuoufnesto drinke it with pleafure and daintily neat, you tie your felfe unto 
an inconvenience to drinkeit other than is alwayes to be had. Aman mutt hayea ril-~ 
der, aloofe and frecr tafte. To be a true drinker, a man fhould not have fo tender and 
{queamifh apalat. The Germans doe ina manner drinke equally of all forts of wine with 
like pleafure. Their end is rather to gulpe it downe freely, thanto taftit kindly. Andto 
fay truththey hayeit bettercheape, Their voluptuoufneffe is more plenteousand fuller, Ses 
condarily,to drinkeafter the French manner,as two draughts and moderatly, is over much 
to re(traine the favours of that God. There is more time and conftancie required thereun- 
to. Our forefathers were wont to {pend wholenights in that exercife, yeaoften times they 
joyned whole long dayes unto them, And aman muft proportion his orditiarie morelarge 
and firme. Ihave in my dayes feene a principall Lord; aman of great employment and 
enterprifes, and famous for good fuccefle, who without Rtraining himfelfe, and eating bue 
an ordinary meales. m¢at,was wont to drinke little leffe chan five pottles of wine, yet at his 
rifing feemedto be nothing difterapered,butratheras we have found to ourne fnall-coftin 
managing of our affaires,over-wifeand confiderate.The pleafurcofthat, whereof we woutd 
make account in the courfe of our life ought to beemployed longer {pace. Ie wereneceffary, 
as fhop-boyes or labouring people, that we fhould refufeno occafion to drinke and conti- 
nually to have this defire in ourminde. It {eermmeth that weedaily fhorten the'ule of this: 
and that in our houfes, (as Ihave feene in mine infaiicie) breakefafts, nunchions, and bea« 
vers fhould be more frequent and often ufed, than now adayes they are. And fhould wee 
thereby inany fort Proceed towaxds amendment? No verily, Buc itmay be, that we have 
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much more given our felves over unto paillardife and ail manner of luxurie than our fathers 
were. They, are two occupations, that enter-hinder cne anothe rin their vigor. Ono the one 
fide,it hath empaired & weakned our ftomacke, and onthe other ,fobrietie fervech to ery 
usmore jolly-quaint, lufty, and wanton for the exercife of love matters. Itisa wonderto 
thinke on the ftrange tales I have heard my fatherreport,of the chaftitic ofhistimes. He 
might well fpeake of it,as he that was both by art and nature proper for the ufe and folace 
of Ladies,He fpakeliitle and. well,fewe words, but tothe purpole, and was ever Wont to eit 
terfnixe forme ornament taken from vulgar bookes,and above all,Spanifh,am ong{t hiscom- 
mon {peeches: And of ali Spanith Authors,none was more familiar unto him than Afar. 
cus Aurelius. His demeanour and carriage was¢ever milde,mecke,gentle,and very modeft, 
and above all grave and ftately. There is nothing he feemed to be more carefull of, than of 
his honefty, and obferve a kinde of decencie of his perfon, and orderly decorum in his ha- 
bits; were it on foot or on hofebacke. He was exceeding nice in performing his wordor 
romife; And fo ftrictly confcientious and obfequousin religion,that generally he {cemed 
rather to encline toward fuperftition,than thecontrarys T hough he were buta little man,his 
courage and vigor was great: he was of an upright, and well proportioned ftature, of 2 
leafing chee refull-looking countenance,of a fwarthy hue, nimbly addicted sand exquifite- 
ly.stimble unto all noble and gentleman-like exercifes. I have feene fome hollow ftaves of 
his filled with lead, which hee wontto ufeand exercile hisarmes withall, the betterto en- 
able himfelfero pitch the barre,to throw the fledge,to caft the pole and to play at fencesand 
fheoes with Pie foles, which he wore¢o enure himfelfe, to leaps, to vault asd to run. I 
may, without blufhing fay, that in memory of himfelfe, he hath left centaine petie miracles 
amongftus. I have feene him when hee was patt threcfcore yeares of age mocke at all out 
{ports,and out-countenance our youthfullpaftimes , Witha heavy furr’d Gowne abotir him 
to leap into his faddle ; to make the pommada round about a Table upon histhumb ; and 
eldome toafcend any ftaires without skipping three or foure fteps at once. And concerning 
my difcourfe,hee.was wont to fay thatina whole Province there was fcarfe any woman of 
qualitie,that had an ill name. Hee would often report {trange familiarities, namely of his 
owne, with very honett women,without any fufpicion at all. And protefted very religioufly, 
that when he was married, he was yeta pure Virgine; yet had he long time followed the 
warres beyond the Mountaines, and therein ferved long, whereof hee hath left a Journall- 
Booke of his ownecolleéting, wherein hee hath particularly noted, whatfoever happened 
day, by day worthy the obfervation,{e long ashe feryed,both for the publike and his parti- 
ja ufe.And he was well ftrucken in eares, when he tookea wife.For returning out of ra= 
Ge,isn the yeare of our Lord,one Seeliid five hundred eight & twenty,and being full three 
and.thirty yearcs old, by the way hee chofe himfelfea wife. But come we to our drinking 
againc. The incommodities of age, which need feme helpe and refrefhing might with fome 
reafon beget in me a defire or longing of this faculty s for, it isina man che laft pleafare, 
which the courfeof our years ftealeth upon us.Good fellowes fay, that naturall heat isfirft 
taken in our fect : That properly belongeth to infancic. From thence itafcendeth unto the 
middle region, whereit is fetled and continueth a long time: and in mine opinion, there pro- 
duceth the only true,and moving pleafuresof this corporall life.Orher delight and fenfuali- 
ties inrefpect ofthat, doe but fleepe in she end, like unto a vapour which by little and litle 
exhaleth, and mounteth aloft, it comes unto the throat, and there makes her laft bode, Yer 
could I never conceive,how any man may either cncrea fe or prolong the pleafure of drink- 
ing beyond thirft,and in his imaginatiou frame.an artificial appetite,and againft nature. My 
fomacke could not wellreach fo farre: it is very much troubled toceme to an end of chat 
which ittakes for his need, My cenftitution is,to make an aceompt of drinking, butto fuc- 
ceed meat,and therefore dot] ever make my laft draughtthe greatelt. And forafnuch as int 
age,we havethe roofe ofour mouthes commonly furred with thume, or diftempered difta- 
fted:-and altered through fome other evillconftitution, wine feemeth better unto us and of # 
Quicker religh,according.as our pores be cither more or leffe open & wafhed. At leaft I fel- 
dome relifhthe fame very well except it bethe fitft draught I take.eAnacharfis wondered 
tafee the Gracians drinke. in greater glaffes atthe end of their meales, than in the begin- 
aing-It was(as I imagine)for the very fame reafon, thatthe Germans dot it, who never be- 
ginto caroufe,but wher they have wellfed. Plato forbiddeth children todrinkeany ia 
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lrunke before they come to forty, 

But ro fuch as have once-attained the age of fortie, he is content to pardon them, if they 
- : ai 2 1 *. . 

chance to delight themfelves with it; and alloweththem fomwhat largely to blend the in 


fluence of Déony/ius ih their banquets, that good God, who beftoweth cheerfulnefle up on 
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1s yron is made flexible by the fire: and jn his profitable lawes drinking-meetings or 


and order them) drunkennefle being a good and certaine 


Il proper to give aged meni the courageto mak 


rance and the bodie with health. Notwithftanding, thefe re{trictions,: partly borrowed 
of the Carthaginians, pleafe him well, Let thofe forbeare it that are going about any ex- 
pedition of warre, Let every magiftrate, and all judges abftain from ic at what time they 
are te execute their charge, and to confult of publike affaires, Let none beftow the day in 
drinkirg, asthe time that isduc unto more {erious negotiations, nor the nights Wherein a 
man intendeth toget children. Itis reported, that Stilpo the Philofopher, finding himfelfe 
farcharged with age, did purpofcly haften his end, by drinking of pure wine. The like caufe 
(though not wittingly)did alfo fuffocate,the vital forces,crazed through old age of the Phi- 
lofopher Arcefilans. But itis an old and pleafant queftion, whether a wifemansmind were 
like to yeeld unto the force of wine. 


Si munite adbiber vim fapientia, 
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If unrefifterd force it bends, 
Gaintt wifdome which it &lfedefends. 
~ Unto what vanity doth the good opinion we have of our felves provokeus ? Themoft 
temperate and perfecteft minde of the world, findesit too great a taske to keep herfelfe up- 
right, left the fall by her owne weaknefle. Ofa thoufand there is not one perfeétly tighte. 
ousand fetled but cne infant of her life, and queftion might be made, whether according 
to her natural! condition fhe might at any time be fo.But to joyne conftancie unto it in her 
laft perfetion:] meaneif nothing fhould fhocke her: which a thoufand accidents may doc. 
Lucretinsthat famous Poet,may Philofophic and bandie at his pleafure:Loe where he lieth 
fenflefle ofan amorous potion. Thinkes any man, thatan Apoplexie cannot as Sone afto- 
nifh Socrates, a8 a poore labouring man? Some ofthem have by theforce of a fickeneffe 
forgot their ownenames, and a flight hurt hath overthrowne the judgementofothers. Let 


i 


him be as wife ashe can, inthe end heis but a man ; what ismore fraile, moremif 


or more vaine ? Wifdome forceth not our naturall conditi 


Cc, 


ES, 
Sudores itaque, & pallotems exiffcre tote 
€ orpore, & infringi linguam vocemaueaboriri 
Caligare eculos,fonare aures, fuccidere artus, 
© Denique concidere ex animittervore videmus. 
We fee therefore, palenefle and {weats ore-grow, 
Our bodies, tongues doe falter, voyce doth breake, 
Eyes dazle, cares buzze, joints doe fhrinke below, 
Laftly we {woune by hart-frighr, terrours weake, 
He mutt feele his eyes againft the blow that threatneth him, being neere the brimaic of 


apercipife, he muft cry out likeachild. Nature having purpofed to referve thefe light 
markes of berau&thoritie unto herfélfe, inexpuenable unto our reafon, and to the Stoicke 


ver 


vertue : to teach him hismottalitie,and our infipiditie,He wancth pale for feare,he bluflieth 


for fname, he'groaneth feeling the cholike ifnot with a defperate and lowdstoaring voyce 
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yet with alow, finothered and hoarfe-founding noyfe: 
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Humani a fenihilalienum putat, 


Hethinkes, that nothing 
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Giddie. headed Poets, that faine what they lift, dare not fo much as difcharge their He- 
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So faid. he weeping, and fo faide, 
Himfelfe hand to the fterage laice. 

Let it faffice him to bridle hisaffections, and moderate bis inclinations; for, it isnotin 
him to bearethem avay.. Plurarke bimfelfe,who is fo per fect and excel) lent a judgeof hu- 
mane actions, {eeing Brutus and Torguatus tokill their owne children,remaineth doubrfull, 
whether vertue could reach fo farreand whether fuch men were net rather moved by fome 
other paffion. Ail attions beyond the ordinarie limits,are [ubseEht0 fome fintfier tnterpretation: 
Forafinuch as our tafte doth no more come unto that which is aboveit, than tothat which 
is under it. Let us omit that other fet, which maketh open profeffion of fiercehes,But when 
in the very fame fect, which is efteemed the moft demifle, we hearethe bragges of AZetre- 
dors: Occupavite, Fortuna, atque cept : omue(que aditus tuosinterclufi ut ad me afpirare 
noupofjes. Fortune, l have prevented, caught, and overtaken thee: Ihave muredand ramd 
up all thy paffagis, whereby thon mightest attaine unto mec. When Axaxarcus, by theap- 
pointment of /Vicecreon, thetyrant of Cipres, being laid along sm atrough of ftone, and 
{moten with yron fledges,cea {eth not tocrieout, trecke,fimite & breake;it is not Anaxarcut, 
it is but his vaile you martyr fo.When we heare our martyrs, in the middeft of a flame crie 
aloude. unto the Tyrant, this fide isrofted enough, chop ir, eat it, itis full rotted now begin 
onthe other. When in Jofephas wee heare achilde allto rent with biting {hippers, and pier. 
ced with the breath of wdariechus, to defie him to death, crie with alowde-aflured and 
undifinaid yoyce ; Tyrant thou lofefttime, loeI am ftillar mine eafe ; where is chat fare 


‘ ting paine, where arethofe torments, wherewith whilom thou didft fo threaten me ? My 


con{tancie doth moretrouble thee, than I have feeling of thy crueltie : Oh faine hearted 
vatlet, doeft thou yeeld when I gather Qtrength ? Make mee to faint or fhrinke, caufe me 
to moane or lament, force me to yceld and fue for grace if thou canft;encourage thy fatelli-. 
ties, harten thy executioners ; loc how they droope and have no more power; arme them, 
ftrengthenthem, flefhthem. Verely wee muft needs confeffe there is fome alteration, and 
fome furie(how holy foeyer) in thofemindes. When we come unto thefe Stoick evafions ; 
I had rather be furieusthan voluptuous : the faying of Antifthenes. Mabeiny uarrov i obeiny, 
Rather would I bemad,than merry. When Sextins telleth us, he had rather be furprifed 
with paine, thanfenfuality ; when Epscurms undertakes to havethe goute,to wantonize and 
faune upon him,and refufing eafe and healch,with a hearty cheerefulneffe defie all evils,and 
fcormefully defpifing lefle fharpe griefes, difdayning to grapple with them, he blithely 
deGreth and calleth for fharper, more forcible, and wortily of him: 

Spumantemane dari pecera inter iner ia votss 

Oprat aprune ant falvnm de{cendere monte leonems: 

He wifht, mong({thartleffe beafts fome foming Bore, 

Ox mountaine- Lyon would comedowne and rore. 

Who would not judge them to be prankes ofa courageremoved from his wonted feate? 
Our minde cannot out of her place attaine fo high.She muft quit it and raife her felfe aloft, 
and taking the bridle im her teeth, carry and tranfport her man fo farre, that afterward hee 
wonder at himfelfe, and reftariazed at hisactions. Asin exploits of warre, the heat and 
earneftnefle of the fight doth often provoke the noble minded fouldiers, to adventure on fo 
dangerous paflages, that afterward being betteradvifed, they arethe firftto wonder at it. 
Asalfo Poets, are often furprifed and rapt with admiration at their owne Jabours,and forget 
the trace, by which they paft fo happy acarcer. It is that, which fome terme afuryor 
madneffe inthem.And as Plate faith, that a fetled and repofed man, doth in vaine knocke at 
Poefies gate. Ariforle likewife faith, that uo excellent minde is freely exempted from fome 
or otherentermixture of folly. And he hath reafon, to call any ftarting or extraordiparie 
conceit (how commendable feever) and which exceedeth our judgement and difcourke, 
folly. Forfomuch as wifdome, 3 an orderly and regular managing of the minde, and which 
foe addreffeth with meafure,and condutherh with preportion; And take herowne word for it. 
Plato difputeth thus; thatthe faculcie of prophelyingand divination isfar above us, and 
that when wee treatit, we muftbe befides our felves : our wifdome muft be darkened and 


ouer fhadowed by flecpe, by fickenefle, or by drowzineffe ; ex by fome celeftiall fury, 
cavifhed from her owne feats 
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F,as fomefay,to philofophare bere Youbt ; With much more reafoa, to rave and fantafti. 
pa I doe, muft neceflarily be to doubr : For, to enquire and debate, belengeth toa 
{choller,and to refolyeappertaines toacathedrall mafter,But know, tny cathedrall;it is the 

authoritie of Gods divine will, thar without any contradiction doth {way us, and-hath her 
ranke beyond thefe humane and vaineconteftations, Philip being wich an armed hand en. 
tred the Countrie of Peloporne(usfoiriecone told Damidasche Lacedemonians were like to 
: endure much, if they fought not to reobtainc his lo favour, Oh varlet as thou art (anfwered 
he.) Aud whatcan they duffer, who haveno feare atall of death? “4; gis being demanded, 
how aman might doto live free,anfwered; D efpifing and contemsaing to die. Theleand a 
thoufand like propofitions, which concurre ia this purpofe, do evidently inferrefome thing 
beyond the patient expecting of death itfelfe,to be futfered inthis life: witneflethe Lacede« 
monian child,taken by Astigomns,and fold fora flaye,who urged by his matter,to performe 
fome abject fervice ; Thou fhale fee (faid he) whom thou haft bought ; for,ic were a thame 
for meto ferve, having libertie fo neere at hand, and therewithall threw hiinfelfe headlong 
downe from the cop of the houfe. Artipater, thatply threatning the Lacedemonians, ro 
make them yeeld to a certaine requeft of his; they anfwered, fhouldeft thou menace us 
worfe than death, we will ratherdiesAnd to Philip,who having written unto them, that he 
would hinder all their‘enterprifes; What? (fay they) wilt thou alfo hiaderus from dying? 
Thatis the reafon, why fone fay, that the wifemaniiveth as lone as he ought, and not fo 
long as:-he.can.And chat the favourable(t giftnaturehath bequeathed us,and which remo- 
; veth all meanes from usto complaine ofour conditiog,is,that the hath left us the key ofthe 
fields.She hath appointed. but one entrance unto life, but many a choufand wayes our ofir : 
; Well may wewant ee tolive upon,but never groundte die inv As Betocatns anfwered the 
Romanes. Why doft thou com plaine againgt this world? Ie doth aot containe thee: If thou 
liveft in paine and forrow, thy bate courage is thecaufe of ic, To die therewanteth but will. 
Ubigue mers e%: optimse hoc cavit Deus, Seu. Theb, 
Evtpere vitams nemo non bomini pore? : AG. fot. 
At nemo mortem: mike adhanc aiditvs patent, 
Each where death is ; God did this well purvay, 
No man but can from.man life take away, 
But none barr’s death, toit licsmany’a way, 
And itisnot a receipt to one malady alone ; “Death is 4 remedy againff all ewils : Icisa 
moft affured haven, never to be feared, and often tobe fought : All comes to one period, 
whether man make an end of himfelfe, or whether heendure it 5 whetherhe run before his 
day, or whether he expect it: whence foever it come, it isever his owne, where ever the 
threed be broken, ic is all there, it’s the end'efthe web. The voluncarieft death is the faireft. 
i Life dependeth oxthe wikof others,death on onvs.In nothing fhould we fo much accommo- 
date our {elves co our humors, as imthae, Reputation doth nothing concerne fuch an enter. 
prife,icis folly tohave any re{pect unto it. To dive sete ferve if thelibertié rodye be wanting. 
The common courfe of curing any infitmitie, is ever dirested at the charge of life: we have 
incifions made into us,weare cauterized, we have Limbes cutand mangled we are let bloud, 
we arediered. Goe webur one Rep further, weneed nomore phyficke, weate perfectly 
whole, Why isnot out jugular or throat-veine as much at our command as the mediane ? 
Toextreme ficknefies, extreme remed ies. Servius the Grammarian being troubled with the 
gowt, found no better meanes to be rid of it,than to apply paifonte montifie his legs. He cas 
red not whether they were Podagrees or no,fo they wereinfenfible,God giveth us fufficient 
privilege, when he placeth us in Such an eltate,as lifeis worfethan death untous. Jt ss weak- 
neffetoyeeldro evils, but folly to fofterthems:. The Staikes fay, it is aonvenient natural life, 
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for a wife man,to forgoc life although he abound inall happineffe ; if he doe it opportune. 
ly : And for afooleto prolong his life, albeit he be moft miferable, provided he be in moft 
part of things, which they fay tobe according unto nature. As] offend not the lawes made 
againtt theeves,when I cut mine owne purfe,and carry away mine owne goods; norof de. 
ftroyers when J burne mine owne wood :fo am I nothing tied unto lawes made againft mur- 
therers, if I deprive my felfe of mine owne life. Hege/ias was wont to fay, that even asthe » 
condition of life, fo fhould the qualitie of death depend on our eleétion. And Diogenes mee. 
tine with the Philofopher Spex/ippus,long time afflicted with the dropfie,and therefore car- 
ried ina litter, who cried out unto him; All haile Déogenes: Andto thee no health at all, 
(replied Duogenes that endureft to livein fo wretched an eftate-Trueit is,thar a while after, 
Spenfippusas overtired with folanguifhing a condition of life, compafied his owne death, 
But thisgoeth not without fome contradiction : For,many are of opinion, that without the 
exprefic commandementof him, that hath placed us in this world, we may by no meanes 
forfake the garrifon of it, and that it is inthe hands of Ged only, who therein hath placed 
us,not for our {elves alone, but for his glory,and others fervice,when ever it fhall pleafe him 
todifcharge 4s hencejand not for us to take leave That we are not borne for onr felves, but 
for onr. Conitrtes The. Lawes for.their owne intereft require amaccompt at our hands for 
our felves,and havea juftaction of murther againft us.Elfe as forfakers of owr owne charge, 
we are punifhed in the other world. 
Ying. fin 6. Proxima deinde tenens me ti locagui fibilethvms 
434 _ », Infonres peperere mans,lucémane perofs 
Projecere animeas. 
~~ Next place they lamentable hold in hell, 
. Whole hand their death caus'd caufeleffe, (but not well) 
And hating life did thence their foulesexpell. 

There is more conftanciein ufing thechaine that holds us, than in breaking the fame 5’ 
and moretriall of ftedfaftnefle in Regalis, than in Cato. It is indifcretion and impatience 
that haftneth our way. Vo accidents can force aman toturne his backe frons levely vertnes 
She feeketh out evilsand forrowesas her nourifhment. Thethreats of fell cyrants, tortures 
and torments ; executioners and tertuters,doe animate and quicken her. 

Duris ut ilextonfa bipennibus 
Nigra feract frondis in Algide 
Per damna,per cadesab spfe 
Ducit opes animumane ferrd, 
Asholme.-tree doth with hard axe lopt 
On hils with many holme-trees tope, 
From loffe, from cuttings it doth feele, 
Courage and ftore rife cy’n from fteele. 
Andas the other faith. 
SeaTheb. Non est ut putas virtws,pater, 
Abbr foCeX- Tinsere vitam, fed magis mgentibus 
Obftare,nec {e vertere ac retro dares 
Sir,ti’s not vertue, as you underttand, 
To feare life, butgroffe mifchiefe to withftand, 
Not to retire,turne backe,at any hand, 
Mart.dict 1.€p5- Rebusin adverfis facile e5t comtemnere mortem. 
$7-15¢ Fortins ile facit, qui mifer effepeteft. 
T’iseafie in croffe chance deathto defpife: 
Hethatcan wretched be, doth Rrongerrife. 

It is the part of cowardlineffe, and.not of vertue,to feektofquat it felfe in fome hollow- 
lurking hole, or to hide her felfe under fomemaflic tombe, thereby to fhun the ftrokes of 
fortune. She never forfakes her courfe, nor leaves herway, what ftormie weather foeves 
crofit-her. 

Hor l.3.0d.3.7¢ Si frattns illabatar orbss, 
Impavidam ferient tina. 
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Theruines mayher ftrike,but not appall, 
Theavoyding of other inconveniences doch moft commonly drive us into this, yea, fome. 
times the fhunning of death,makes usto run into} 
Hic,rogo,nox furor eSt,ne mortaresmori ? Mart.lib.a. epig, 
Madneife is’cnot, fay I, 80.2. 
To dye,left you fhould dye? 
As thofe who for feareafa break-necke downe-fal Id 
mailtos in fummea pericula mifit 
Verturitimor ipfe mali : fortiffimusille est, 
Q <i promptus metnenda pati, fi cominus sn fEeng, 
Er diferre poteft. 
The very feare of ilsto come, hath fent 
Many to mighty dangers: ftrongeft they, 
Who fearfull things ’endureare ready bene, 
Iftheyconfront them, yet can them delay. 
ufqne adeo mortis formidine, vita 
Percspit humanos odium, luci[que vsdenda, 
Ut fib confcifcant marents peitore lethum, 
Oblitifontem curarum hunceffe timsorens, 
So far by feareofdeath,the hate of life, 
And feeing-light,doth men as men pofietfe, 
They grieving kill themfelvestoend the ftrife, 
Forgetting feare is {pring of their diftreffe, 

Plato in his lawes,alots hima that hath deprived hisneereft and deereft friend of life (thar 
istofay himfelfe) and abridged him of the deftinies courfe,not conftrained by any publike 
judgement,nor by any lewd and inevirableaccident of fortune,norb y any intolerable fhame > 
orinfamy,but through bafeneffe ofminde,and weaknefle of a faint. carfull courage,to have 
amoft ignominious and ever-reproachfull buriall, And the opinion which difdaineth our 
life,is ridiculous : For,in fine it is our being, It is our all in all. Things that haveanobler and 
sicher being, may accufe ours: Butit is aeaingt nature, we fhould defpife, and carelefly fer 
our felves atnaught: It is a particular infirmitie, and which is not feene in any othercrea~ 
ture,to hate and difdaine himfelfe.It is of like vanitie,that wedefireto be other,than we are, 
The fruit of fuch a defire doth not concere us,forafinuch as it contradi@eth and hindereth 
it felfe in it felfe. He that defireth robemade ofamanan Angell ,doth nothing for himfelfe: 
He fhould be nothing the better by it: And being no more, who thall rejoyce or conceive 
any gladnefle of this change or amendment for him ? : 

Debet enim mifere cns forte agreqne futurums eff, 16.995. 
Lpfe quoque effe in cotnm tempore,cum male poffit 
Accidere, 
For he,who fhall perchance prove miferable, 
And {peed bur ill, fhould then himfelfe be able 
To be himélfe,when ils may chanceunftable, 
The fecurity,indolencie,impafhbility and Ptivation of thislivesevils, which we purchafe 
ar the price of death, bring usno commoditie at all. Jn vasne doth he'avoid warre,thar canm 
not injoy peace; and boorleffe doth he ‘oun paine; thar hath no meanes to feelereft. Amongft 
thofe of the firft Opinion, great queftioning hath beene, to know what occafions arefufh. 
Gently juft and lawfullco make a man undertake the killing of himéfelfe, they call thae 
Hroxpv earoylv, areafonable orderly out-let. For, although they fay, a man muftoften dye Alex. Apbred 
for flight canfes, fince thefe chat keepe usalive,are nor very ftrong ; yct is fomemeafiire re. 
Quired in them. There are cercainefanta(ticall and braine-fickeh 


umors, which have noten+ 
ly provoked particular men;but whole Nations to defeatthemfelves.] have heretofore aleas 


g¢dfome examples ofthem: And Moreover we read of certaine Milefian virgins, whe upon 
a furious confpiracie hanged themfelves one after another, untill fuch time asthe Magi- 
ftrate provided for it,appointing that fuch as fhould be found { hanged, (hould wich their 
Owne halters bedragged naked thorow the ftreets ofthe Citic. When Threicion perfwa- 
deth Cleomenes to kill himfelfe, by reafon of thebad and defperate eftate his affaires ftood 
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in, and having efcaped a more honourable death in the batzell wiaich he had lately loit,ino- 
veth him to accept of this other which is fecond to him in honour,and give che Conqueror 
noleifure to make him endure,cither another death,or clfea fhamefull life. Cleomenes with 
a4 Lacedemonian and Stoike courage,refufeth this counfellas bafeand cfeminate: It isa re- 
ceipt, (faith he) which can never faile me,and whereofa man fhould make no ufe,fo long as 
there remaincth but one inch of hope: That talive, is fometimes conftancic and valour; 
That he will have his very death feryehis Countrie,and by it, fhew an act of honour and of 
yertue.T breicion then beleeved,and killed him, felfe.Cleamenes did afterwards as wuch, but 
not before he had tried and aflayed the utmoft power of fortune. All inconveniences are not 
fo much worth,that a man fhould dye to efchue them.Moreover, there being fo many {ud- 
den changes, and violent alterations in humane things, it is hard-to judge in what {tate or 
point we are juttly at theend of our hope: 

Sperat cy in feva villus gladiator arenas 

__— Sitlicet infe[to polliceturba minax. 

TheFencer hopes,though downe in lifts he lye, 

And people with turn’d hand thteat’s he matt dye. 

All chings, faith an ancient Proverb, may a mast hope for, folongas he liveth : yea, but 
anf{wereth S eneca,wherefore fhall Lrather havethat in minde; that fortune can do all things 
for him that is living,than this ; that fortune hath no power at all. over him, who knoweth 
how todye?/ ofeph is{cene engaged in fo an apparent-approaching danger,witha whole nae 
tion againft him, that according to: humane reafon, there wasno way for him to efcape; 
notwithftanding being(as he faith)counfelled bya friend of his,at that inftanr, to kill him- 
(elfe,it fell out well for him to opinionate himfelfe yer in hope: for fortune, beyond all mans 
difcourfe,did fo turne and change that accideut,that without any inconvenienceat all,hefaw 
himfelfedelivered : whereasonthe contrarie Brutus and Caffivs,by reafon of the down-fall 
and rafhnefic, wherewith before due time and occafion,thcy killed themfelyes ; did utterly 
lofe the reliques ofthe Roman libertie, whercof they were protectors.T he Lord of Anguien 
inthe battell of Serifalles, asone defperate of the combats fuccetic, which on his fide went 
to wracke,attempted twice to run himfelfe thorow the throat with his rapier, and thought 
by precipitation to bereave himfelfe ofthe enjoying of fonotable a victorie. [have feenea 
hundred Elares fave themfelves even inthe Grey-hounds jawes: eA liquis carnifics {ro fus- 
perftes fst. Some man hath out-lived his Hang-man. 

Multa dies varin{que labor murabils evi 

Reernlit in nseliusymultos alterna revifens 

Lujic, in folido rurfus fortuna locavite 

Time,and of turning age the divers ftraine, 
Hath much to better brought, fortunes turn’d traine, 
Hath many mock’c,and fetchem faftagaine, 

Plinie faith there are but three forts of fickneffes, which to avoid, a man may have fome 
colour of reafon to kill himfelfe.. The fharpeft of all is the ftonein the bladder, when the 
urine is there topped. Seneca, thofe onely, which for long time difturbe and diftract the 
officesofthe minde. Toavoida worfe death,fome aic of opidion, a man fhould take itat 
hisowne pleafiure, Democritus chiefe ofthe Atolians, being led. captive to Rome, found 
meanesto efcape by night : butbeing purfued by his keepers, ratherthan he would be tae 
ken againe,. ran hunfelfe thorow with his Sword. Antinsits anid. T heodotesy theit Citie of 
Epirus being by the Romans reduced unto great extremitic, concluded, and perfwaded all 
the people to killthemfelves.Buethe counfell,rather to yeeld, having prevailed : they went 
tofecke their owne death, and iufhed amidit thethickeft of their enemies, with anintene 
tion;xatherto firike, thas to ward themfelves. The Iland of Gofa, being fome yeares fince 
furprifed.and over-run bythe Turkes,a certaine Sicilian therein dwelling, having cwo faire 
daughters ready tobe married, killed them both with his owne hands, together with thei 
mother,thatcamein tohelp them. Thatdone, running out into the {treets, witha crofle- 
bow in onchand,and a caliver inthe other, at cwo fhoots, flew thetwo firt Turksthat came 
next to his gates,then refolutely drawing his Sword,ran furioufly among them ; by whom 
he was fuddenly hewen in peeces = Thus did he fave him€elfe from flavith bondage, having 
Gr(t delivered his owne from it, The Jewith women, after they had caufed their children to 

be 
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becircumcized, to avoid theeriélticof eAntsochus, did headlong precipitate themfelycs 
and them unto death.I have heard it credibly reported that a Gentleman of good qualitie; 
being prifoner in one of our Gaoles, and his parents advertized that he fhould aflutediy be 
condemned, to avoid the infamie of fo reproachfull a death, appointed a Prieft to tell him, 
thatthe beft remedy for his deliverie, was to recommend himfelte to fiicha-Saint, with fuch 
and ficha vow, andto continue eight dayes without taking ary fuftenance, what faintueffe 
or weaknefle foever he fhould feele in himfelfe. He beleeved thein,and fo without thinking 
on it,was delivered both of life and danger. Scribonia perf{wading Lio hig nephew to kill 
himfelfe, rattier than to expect the {troke of juftice, told him, that fora marrto pteferve his 
owne life,to put it into the hands of fuch as three or foure dayes after fhould: come and feel 
it, waseyen to difpatch another mans bufineffe,and tharit was no other;thanfor one to ferve 
his encmnics,to preferve hisbloud therewith to make food. We read in the Bible, that Nice: 
nor the perfecutor of Gods Law, having fent his Satellices to appreheiid the good old man 
Rafias,tor the honour of his yertue, furnamed the fatherofthe ewes; wheh that good taix 
{aw no other meanesleft him, his gate being burned and his enemiesreadyto lay holdon 
him,chofe,rather than to fall into the hands offuch villaines,and be fo bafely abufed asaintt 
the honour of his place, to dye nobly, and fo finote himfelfe with his owne {word ; bur by 
teafon of his hafte, having not throughly flaine himfelfe, he ranto throw himfelfe dewne 
from an high wall, amongft the throng of people, which making him roome; hefelltight 
upon his head. All which notwithttanding, perceiving life to remaine in him, he tooke heart 
againe ; and getting up on his fegt,all goared with bloud, and loaden with ftrokes, ‘makiae 
; way through the preafe,came to a craggyand downe-{teepy rocke, where unable to goany 
i further, by oneof his wounds, with both his hands he pulled out his guts, and tedring and 
4 breaking them,caft them amongft fuch as'putfiied’him, calling and attefting the vengeance 
of God to light upon them.Ofall violences committed againft confcience,the moft in mine 
opinion to be avoided ,is that which is offered againft the chaftitie of women, forafmuch as 
4 there is naturally fome corporal pleafurecommixt with it: And therefore thediffent cannot 
. fully enough be joyned thereunto : And itfeemeth, that force is in fome fort, intermixed 
with fome will. The ecclefiafticall Stori¢ hath in efpeciall reverence, fundry {uch exainplés 
0 of deyout perfons, who called for death to warrant thein from the out=rages which forme 
« tyrants prepared againft their religion and confciences. Pelagia and Sophrextasboth canoni» 
i zed ; the firft, together with her mother and fifters, toefcapethe outtagious' rapes of fome 
fouldiers,threw her felfe into a river ; che other, to fhun the force of Maxentins the Empe- 
rour, flew her felfe, Ic thall peradventure redound to our honour in future ages, that a wife 
Author of thefe dayes, and namely a Parifian, doth labour to perfwade the Ladies of oiir 
times, rather to hazard upen any refolution, than to embrace fo horrible a counfell of ftich 
defperation, I am forie, that to put amongft his difcourfes, he knew not the good fayingT 
Iearntof.a woman at Tholoxfe, who had patfed through thehands of {ome fouldiers : God 
be praifed (faid fhe) that once in my life, Ihave had my belly-full without fine, Verily 
a thefe cruelties are not worthy of che French curtefie. And God be thanked, fince thissood 
adyertifemeng; our ayre is infinitely purged of them. Let ir fiffice,that in doing it, they fay, 
No, and take it,following the rule of AZarer. The hiftorie is very fulloffuch, whoa thou~ 
fand wayes have changed a lingering-toylfomelife with death. Lucius Ayantins killed hiti- 
felfe (as he faid)to avoid what was pait, and efchue what was tocome. Granins Sylvantie, 
and Strariws Proximsus,ifter they had beene pardoned by Nero,killed themfelves,cictier be- 
caufethey {corned to live by the favour of fo wicked a man, or becaufe they would notan- 
other time bein danger ofa fecond pardon, feeing his fo eafie-yeelding unto fulpicions and 
i accufations againft honeft men. Spargapifes fonne unto Queene.T omiris, prifoner by the 
law of warre unto.( yrus,employed the firtt favour that Cyrus did hinn, by fetting him free, 
to kill himfelfe,as he who never preteided to reap other fruit by his libercy,thait to revenge 
theinfamie of his taking upon him(elfe. Bages a Governour for King Xerxes inthe contitry 
i of lonia, being befieged by the »4theniaus army underthe condu& of Cymon, refufed the 
i compofition,to returne fafely, together with his goods and treafure into Affe, 4s ofte iinpa- 
3 tient to furvive the lofle of what his Mafter had given him in charge;ard after he had ftout- 
i ly and even ro the laft extremity, defended the Towne, havitig no itianner of victuals léft 
f him ; firft he caft all the gold and treafute, with whatfoever he imagined the'enemy might 
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reap any commodiric by,into the river Serimom; Then having cauted a great pile of wood to 
beferonfire, and madeall women, children, concubines and feryants to be ftripped and 
shrowne into the flames, afterward ran-in himfelfe, where all were burned. Ninachernena 
Lord in the Eat Jndses, having had an inkling of che King of Portugales Viceroyes delibe- 
sation to difpoffefle him, without any apparant caufe,of the charge he had in Malaca,for to 
give it unto the King of Campar; of himfelfe refolved upon this refolution : Firft, he caufed 
an high {caffold to be fer up ,fomewhat longer than broad, underprepped with pillars, all 
orgeoufly hanged with rich tapeftrie,ftrewed with flowers,and adorned with pretious per~ 
es:Thea having put-ona fumptuous long roabe of cloth ef gold, richly befec with {tore 
of pretious ftones of ine(timable worth,hecame outofthe palace into the ftreet,and by cer- 
taine fteps afcended:the {caffold, inone of the comers whereof, was a pile of aromaticall 
wood fet afire, All the people ofthe Citie were flocked together, to fee what the meaning of 
fuch wnaccuftonsed preparation might tend unto. Ninachetsen with an undanted-bold, yee 
feeing-difcontented countenance, declared the manifold obligations, which the Porsagal 
Nation was endebted unto him for; expoftulated how faithfully and truly he had deale in 
his charge; that having fo often witnefied, armed at all affayes for others ; thac his honour 
was much dearer unto him thanlife, he was notto forfake the care of it for himfelfe ; that 
fortune refuting him all meanes to oppofe himfelfe againft the in juric intended againft him, 
his courage, at the Icaft willed him to remove thefeeling thereof, and not becomea laugh. 
ing ftocke unto the people,and a triumph to mea of lefle worth chan himfelfe:which words 
ashe was {peaking, hecaft himfelfe into the fire. Sextilia the wife of Scanrns and Praxes 
yeife unto Labeo, to encourage their husbands, toavoid tle dangers, which prefled them, 
wherein they had no fhare(but in regard of the inrereft of their conjugal affection) volunta- 
sily engaged their life,in this extreme neceffitie,to ferve them,as an example to imitate, and 
company to regard. What they performed for their husbands; (occesns Nerva acted for his 
countrie,and though leffe profitable, yet equall in true love. That famous Initerpreter of she 
lawes,abounding in riches, ia reputation, in credit, and flourifhing in health about the Em- 
perour,had no other caufe to rid himfelfe of life,but the compaffion of the miferable eftate, 
wherein he fawthe Romanecommon-wealth. There is nothing can be added unto the daine 
tinefle of Fulvins wives death,who was fo inward with Augnj/tus. Angw Pus perceiving he 
had blabbed a certaine fecret of importance, which he on truft had revealed unto him ; one 
morning comming to vifit him,he {eemed to frowne upon him for it; whereupon as guilty, 
he returneth home,as one full of defpaire,and in piteous fort told his wife, that fichence he 
was falae into fucha mifchiefe, he was refolved to kill himfelfe; fhee as one no whit dif 
maied, replied unto him; Thou fhalt doc but right, fince having fo often experienced the 
incontinence ofmy tongue,thou haft not learntto beware of it, yet giveme leave to killmy 
felfe firft,and without more adoe, ran her felfe thorow with a {word. Vibins Virins difpai- | 
ring of his Cities fafetic,befieged by the Romans,and miftrufting their mercie; in their Se- 
nates laft cenfultation,after many remonftrances employed to that end sconcluded, that the 
beftand fairelt way, was to efcapefortunc by their owne hands, The very enemies fhould 
hayethem in more honour,and Hannibal might perceive what faithfull friends he had fore 
faken:Enviting chefe that fhould allow of his advice,to come,and takea goo@ fupper, which 
was prepared in his houfe, where after great cheere, they fheuld diinke together whatfoe- 
yer fhould be prefented unto him: a drinke that fhall deliver our bodies from torments, free 
our mindes from injuries, and-releafe our eyes and eares from feein and hearing fo many 
horrible mitchiefes, which the conquered muft endureat the hands of moft cruell and offene 
ded conquerors : I have (quoth he)taken order,that men fit for that purpofe fall be ready, 
when we fhall beexpired,to caft us into a great burning pile of wood, Diverfeapproved of 
his high refolurion, but few did imitate the fame.Seven and twentie Scnators followed him; 
who aficr they had attempted to ftifle fo irkefome, and fuppreffe fo terror-moving a 
thought, with quaffing and fwilling of wine, they ended their repaft by this deadly mei: 
and entre-embracing one another, after they had in common deplored and bewailed their 
ceuntries mif-fortunes : fome went home to their owne houfes, otherfome ftayed there,to 
beentombed with Fsbine in his owne fire; whofe death was fo long and lingring forfomuch 
asthe vapor of the wine having pofleffed their veines, and flowe the effe& and operation 
afthe poyfon,that fone lived an houre after they had {eeu their enemies enter Capna,which 
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they caried the next day after,arid incurred themiferies, and faw the calamities, whichar {> 
high a rate they had foughtto efchue. Tasrea Lubellives, another citizen there, the Confull 
Fulvigss féturning from chat fhameful flaughter,which he had committed of 2 25.Senators, 
called him churlifhly by hisname, & having arrefted him; Command (quoth he)unto him, 
that I alfo be maffacred after fo many others, that fo chou maitt brag to have murthered 2 
much more valiant man thaneverthou watt.Fulvins,is one enraged ,difdainine him; foraf. 


much as he had newly received letters from ‘Rome contraricto the inhumanicie of his exes 
cutien,which inhibited him to proceed any further; Lnbedins continuing his {pecch, {aid : 
fithence ray Countrie is taken, ny friends butchered, and having with niine owne hands 
flaine my wife and children, as the oncly meane to free them from the defolation of this 
ruine; I may not dye the death of my fellow-citizens, let us borrow the vengeance of this 
hatefull life from vertue: And drawing a blade, he had hidden under his garmencs,therewith 
ran himielfetchorow and falling on his face, died at the Confuls fect. Alexander belieged a 
Citic in Jxdia, the inhabirants whereof, perceiving themfelyes brought toa very Narrow 
might get of his victorie, and 
the Towne and themfelves on 
cof warring, where the enemies did all 
and to beaffured of their 
apa a Citie in Spaine, being 
Romanes that befieged the fame; 
othe market-place, whereof havin 


death, did all aman can poffible effect to warrant his life, ef. 


terthey had maflacred every living foule remaining 
ing their generous liberty 
g their enemies,thar if for- 
rage to bereave them of the 
syea,and mortall cothofe,who 


out the flame, thickeand threes 
fold approching greedily unto it, weretherein fnothered and burned, the formoftbein 


unable to give bake,by reafon of the throng that followed thems The Abideans prefledb 

Philip, refolyed upon the very fame, buc being prevented, the Kin ! 

ation of uch an execution ( having firfi feized-upon 
1 diver{ly condemnedtothe flames 

pace of three dayes to 

erand leafure; which three 

d all hoftile cruelty And which is 


upon himfelfe, There are infinice exa 
amples of fach-like popularconclufions, which feeme more violent,by how much more the 


effect of them is more univerfall.T hey are leflechan feverall, what difcourfe would not dee 
inevery one,it doth ia all: The yehemence of focietie,ravithing particular judgements.Such 
as were condemned to dye inthetime of 7; sbevins,and delaid their execution any while, loft 
their goods,and could'not be buried ; but furch as prevented the fame, in killing themfelves, 
were folemnly enterred, and might at their sfadien. bequeath firch goods as they had to 
whom they lift.Buta man doth allo fornctimes defire iach sin hope of 'a greatergood, I de» 
fire({aith Saint Paw! )co be out of this world ,thatI may be with Lefis Chriff: and who thal 


releafeme out of thefe bonds? Cleombrotns Ambraciota having read Plaroes Phaton,was fo 
pofleffed with a defire and longing foran after-lif 
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friends farewell,in the open view of allmen,tuthed alone into the enemies troops of whom: 
he was forthwith hewen in peecese Ina certaine kingdome of thefe late-difcovered Indies, 
uponthe day ofa folemne proceffion, in which the Idols they adore, are publikely carried 
up and downe,upen 2 chariot of exceeding greatnefle : befides that,there are many feene to 
cutand flice great mammocks of their quicke fefh, to offer the faid Idols ; there arenum~ 
bers of others feene, who proftrating themfelves alongft upon the ground, endure very pa= 
tiently to be mouldred and cruthed to death,under the Chariots wheeles, thinking thereby 
to purchafe after their death,a veneration of holinefie,of which they are not defrauded. The 
death of this Bifhop, armed as we have faid, argueth more generofitie, and leffe fence: the 
heat of the combat ammufing one part of it. Somecommon-wealths there are, that have 
one about to fway the juftice,and direct the opportunitie of yoluntarie deaths. In our Citie 
of Marfeille,they were wont in former ages, ever to keepe fome poifon in ftore, prepared 
and compounded with hemlocke,at the Eities charge, for fuch as would upon any occafion 
fhorten their daies,having fir(t approved the reafons of their enterprife unto the fix hundred 
Elders of the Towne,which was their Senate : For, otherwife it was unlaw full forany bo-= 
dy,except by the Magiftrates permiffion,and for very lawfully-urgent occafions,to lay vio~ 
lent hands upon himfelfe.The very Came law was likewife ufed in other places. Sextms Poms 
cine going into A fiay pafied thorow the Jland of Cea,belonging to Negropent ; it forruned 
whilft he abode there, (as one reporteth that was in hiscompanic ) thata woman of great 
authority having firft yeelded anaccompt unto her Citizens,and fhewed good reafons why 
{he was refolved to end her life, earneftly entreated Pompey tobe an affiftanc at her death, 
that fo it might be efteemed more honourable, which he affented unto ; and having long 
timein vaine fought, by vertue of his eloquence(wherein he was exceeding ready) and force 
of perfwafion,to alter her intent,and remove her from her purpofe,in theend yeelded to her 
requeft. She had lived fourefcore and ten yeares in a moft happy eftate of mindeand body, 
but then lying on her bed, better aden than before fhe was accuftomed to have it, and 
leaning onher elbow,thus fhe befpake : The Gods,Oh Sextus Pompéins,and rather thofe I 
forgoe, than thofe I goe unto, reward and appay thee, forthat thou haft vouchfafed tebe 
both a counfeller of my life,and a witnelfe of my death.As for my part,having hitherto ever 
tafted the favourable vifage of fortune, for feare the defire of living oveglong fhould make 
metafte of her frownes, with an happy an fuecetfefull end, I will now depart, and licence 
the remainder of my foule, leaving behind metwo daughters of mine, with a legion of 
randschildsen and nephewes. That done,having preached unto,and exhorted all herpeos 
leand. kinsfolks to anunitie and peace,and divided her goods among{t them,and recoms 
mended her houthold Gods unto her eldeft daughter, with an afluredly-ftaide hand fhe 
rooke the cup, wherein the poyfon was, and haying made her vowes nto Mercuries ad 
prayers, Co condué her unto fome happy place in the other world, roundly fwallowed that 
mortall potion ; which done, the intertained thecompany with the progreffe of her behae 
yiour,and as the parts of her body were oneafter another poffeffed withthe cold operation 
ofthat venom; untill {uch time as fhee faid ,fhee feit-it worke at theheart and in herentrals, 
fhee called her daughter todoe her the laft office, andclofe hereyes. Plixie reporteth ofa 
cettaine Hiperborean nation, wherein, by reafon of the milde temperature of the aire,the in- 
habitants thereof,commonly never dye,but when they pleafeto make thernfelvesaway,and 
that being weary and tired with living, they are accuftemed at the end ofa long-longage; 
having firft made merry and good cheare with their friends, from the top of an high-ftee= 
py rocke, appointed for that purpofe, to caft themfélves headlong into the Sea. Grieving- 
fmartjand a worfe death feeme tome the moft excufable incitations. 
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— with fome reafon,as me feemeth, give —_ ves 2 unto Taques Amier above all 


out French writers aot only for his natural purity, pure elegancicof the tongue, wher- 
in 
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in heexcelleth all others, nor for his indefatigable conftancie of {6 long and toyle-fomeg 


lly-happy been 
ableto explaine an Author fo clofe and thorny,and unfold a writer fo myfterious and entan- 


1 
he Author,or 
having through a long and continual! converlion,lively planted iv hisminde a general Idea 
of that of Platarke,he hath at leaft lent Kim nothing that doth belye him,or mif-feeme him ) 
but above all,1 kon him thanks that he hath had the hap to chufe, and knowledge to cull- 
out fo worthy a worke,and a booke {0 fit to the purpole, therewith to make fo unvaluable 
a prefent unto his Countric. We thacare in the number of the ignorant had beene utterly 
confounded, had not his booke raifed us from out the duft of ignorance ; God 
‘ endevours we dare not both {peake and write: Even Ladiesare th 
Matters of arts: Icis our breviarie. If fo good aman chance to live 
to him,to doe as much. It is aneaGer peece of worke, and fom 
“ his age. Moreover,1 wot not how me feemeth, although he roundly and clearly difintangle 
tH hirafelfe from hard paffages, that notwithftanding his ftile is more clofeand neerer infelfe, 
i when itis not laboured and wrelted,and that it glideth {noothly at his pleafure.I was even 
7 how reading of that place, where Plz-arke {peaketh of himfelfe, that Rufticus being prefent 
h at a declamation of his in Rome, received a packet from the Emperour, which he tcmpori~ 
¢ Zed to open untill he had made anend : wherein (faith he) all che affi@tants did Gngularly 
: commend the gravitic ofthe man. Verily, being on the inftance of curiofitic,and onthe gree- 
: dy and infatiate paffion ofnewes, which with fuchindifereet impatience, and impatient in- 

difcretion,induccth us to neglectall things, for to entertaine a hew-come gueft,and forget al 

refpectand countenance, wherfoever we be,fuddenly to break up fuch lettersas are brought 


-a-mercy his 
erewith able to confront 
sl bequeath Xenophon un~ 
uch the more agreeing with 


| “us she had reafonto commend the Stavitic of Ru/fecus : to which he might alfo haye ad- 
, ded the commendation of his civilitieand curtelie, for that he would not interrupt, the 
rt courfe of his declamation; But I makea queftion, whether he night be commended for his 
‘1 wifdome: for,teceiying unexpected letrers,and elpecially from an Emaperour,it might very 
a Well haye fortuned ,that his deferring to read them,might have caufed {ome notable incon. 
i venience. Rechlefues is the vice comtrarie unto curiofirse;towards whichI am naturally encli- 


? ned and wherein I have {cen many men {o.extremely plunged, that three or foure dayesafter 
the receiving of letters, which hath beene {ent them, they have beene found in their pockets 
fet unopened, | never opened any ,not only of fuch as had beene committed to my keeping, 
bat of fuch as by any fortune came to my hands. And Imakea confcience, ftanding neare 
foine great perfon, if mine cyes chance,atunwares, toficale fome knowledge of any letcers 
f of importance that he readeth. Never was man leffe inguifitive, or pryed leffe into other 
( macns affaires,than J. In our fathers time; the Lord of Boutieres was like to’ have lott Tyr. 
‘ win,forfomuch as being one night at {upper in very good company,he deferred the reading 
| of an advertifement, which was delivered him of thetreafonsthat were practifed and com. 
plocted againft that Citic, where he commanded. :And Plutarke himflfe hath tauchtme, 
that Lsdius Cefur had efcaped death, if going tothe Senate-houfe, thar day whereinshe was 
murthercd by theConfpirators he hadreada memorial which was prefented unto him, Who 
likewife reportech the ftorie of et rchizs, the Tyrantof Thebes, how thenight fore-going 
the execution of che enterprife that Pe/opsdas had complotted to kill him, thereby tofer his 


Countrie ar libertic : another Archias of Athens writhim.a letter, wherein he particularly 


related unto him all that was co.fpired and complotted againtt him; which letter being des 


livered him whilft he fatear fupper,he deferred the opening of ic,pronounciag thisby-words 
To morrow is a new day, which afterward was turnedito a Proverb in Greece. A wile man 
may, in mine opinion, for the intereft of othets, as not Unmanverly tobreake companic,like 
unto Ry /ficws,ox not to difcontinuciome other affaire.ofim portance,remitand defer to un- 
derftand fuch newes as are brought him:but for hisowne Private incereft or particular plea. 
fure,namely, if he be a man having publike charge, if he regard his dioner-fo much; chat he 
wiilnot break it off,or his fleepe,that he willnot interrupt it:to deeit, is inexcufble. And 
in former ages wasthe Confulare- place in Rowe,which they named the moft honourable ar 
the table becaufe it was more free and more acecfGble for fuch as might cafuall y come in,to 
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encertaine him that fhould be there placed, Witnefle, that though they were fitting at the 
board,they neither omitted nor gave over the managin of other affaires, and following of 
other accidents.But when all is id i is very hard,chiefely in humane actions, to prefcribe 
foexaét rules by difcourfe of reafon,that fortune doe not fway,and keepe her right in chem, 


TN 


Goan Pe eV. 
Of Confcience. 


Y brother the Lord of Broxze and my felfe,during the time of our civill warres, tra- 
yelling one day together, we fortuned to meet upon the way witha Gentleman, in 

outward femblance,of good demeanour: He was of our contrarie faction but forafmuchas 
he counterfeired himfeclfe otherwife ; [knew it not. And the worft ofthefe tumultuous inte~ 
ftine broyles, is, that the cards ate fo fhuffied (your enemie being neither by language nor 
by fafhion,nor by any other apparent marke diftinguifhed from you ; nay, which is more, 
brought up under the {ame lawes and cuftomes,and breathing the fame ayre) that it isa ve- 
ry hard matter to avoid confufion and fhun diforder. Which confideration, made mc not a 
Little fearefirll ro meet with our troopes,efpecially where I was not knowne, left I fhould be 
urged to tell my name, andhaply doc worfe. As other times before it had befalne me ; for, 
by fuch achance, orrather miftaking, 1 fortuned once to lofe all my menand horfes, and 
hardly efcaped my felfe : and amoneft other my loffes, and fervants that were flaine,the 
thing that moft grieved me, was the tintimely and miferable death of a young Italian Gen- 
tleman, whom I kept as my Page,aiid very carefully brought up, with whom dyed, as fore 
ward,as budding and as hopefull a youth aseverIfaw. But this man feemed fo fearfully- 
difmaid and at every encounter of horfemen, and paflage, by, orthorow any Towne thas 
held for the King, Lobferved him to be fo {trangely diftraéted, that in the end I perceived, 
and gheffed they were but guilty alarums that his confcience gave him, It feemed unto this 
feely man,that all might appatently,beth through his blufhing felfe-accufing countenance, 
and by the crofles he worcupon hisupper garments, read the fecret intentions of his faint 
heart. Of fuch marvailous-working power ts the fting of confcience: which often induceth 
us to bewray,toaccufe,and to combat our felves ; and for want of other evidences fhee pro- 
duceth our felves againft our felves, 

Occulinm quatiente antmo tortore flagehnm. 

Their minde, the tormentor of finne, 

Shaking aa unfeene whip within, 

The lorie of Beffusthe Poenian is fo common, thateven children have it in their mouths, 
who being found fault withall, that in mirth he had beaten downea neft of young Spar- 
rowes, aid then killed them, anfwered, he had great reafon to doe it ; forfomuch as thofe 
young birds ceafed not falfly to accufe him to have murthered his father, which parricide 
wasnever fufpected to have beene committed by him ; and untill thar day had layen fecret ; 
but thereveingefull furies of the conftience, made the fame partie to reveale it, that by all 
right wasto doe penance for o hateful and unnaturall a murther. He/iodus correéteth the 
faying of Plato, That punifhment doth commonly fucceed the guilt, and follow finne at 
hand : forjhe affirmeth, that it rather is borne at the inftant, and together with finne it felfe, 
and they‘are as twinncs borne at one birth together.Whofoever expetts punifbment, fuffereth 
the fame,and whofoever deferveth ithe doth expect it. Imptete doth invent,and iniquitie doth 
frame torments againftit felfe, Ge é 3 

CMalum confilium confuleori peffimuns. 
Bad counfell is worlt forthe counfeller that gives the counfell, 
Even asthe Wafpe ftingeth and offendeth ethers, bur her felfe much more ; for, in hur- 
ting others, the lofeth her force and fting for ever. 
o aamitafgue in unlaere pontnt. 
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They,while they others fting, 
Death to themfelves doe bring. 

The Cansharides have fome part iftthem, which by a contrarietie of aturé ferveth as an 
antidot or counterpoifon againft their poifon: fo likewife, ag one taketh pleafire in vice, 
thereis a certaine contrarie difpleafure engendred in the con{cience, which by fundry irk- 
fomie and painfullimaginations, perplexeth and tormenteth us, both waking and afleepe, 

Qisppe ubi fe multi per fonsnia [ape loguentes, 

At morbo delirantes precraxe ferantur, 

Et celata din in medium peccata dediffe. 

Many in dreames oft {peaking or unhealed, 

In fickneffe raving have themfelves revealed, 

And brought to light their finneslong time concealed , 

Apollodorus dreamed he faw himfelfe firtt flead bythe Scythians, and then boyled in « 
pot, aud that his owne heart murmured, faying ; I only have caufed thisinifchiefe to light 
upon thee, Epicurué was wont to fay,thatno lurking holecan fhroud the wicked ; for,the 
can never aflure them{clves to be finfficiently hidden, fithence confcience is ever read y todit- 
clofe them to themielyés. 
prinsa et hac ultio,guod fe 

Tudice nemo nocens abfolustur. 
Thisis the firft revenge, no guilty mind 
Is quitted though it felfe be judge affign’d, 

Which asit doth fill us with feareand doubr, fo doth it Rorcus with affurance and truft, 
And I may boldly fay, that] have waded thorew many dangerous hazards, wich a more 
untired pacé,only in confideration of the fecret knowledge I had of mine owne will,and in- 
Rocencie of my defleiones, 

Confeia mens st cuigue [ua eft ita concipst ingrid 
Pettora pro fatto fhemame metumane fue. 

As each mans minde is guiltie,fo doth he 

Talie breed hope and feare,as his deeds be. 

Ofexamples there are thoufands ; It fliall fuffice usto alleagethree only, and all of one 
man. Scspio being one day accufed before the Romane people, of an urgent and capitall ac. 
cufation ; in ftead of exculing himfelfe,or flattering the Judges ; turning co ther, hefaid, fe 
will well befeeme you to undertake to judge of his head by whofe meanes you hate autho- 
ritie to judge of all the world. The fare man,another time, being yehemently urged bya 
Tribune of the people, who charged him with fundry imputations, in liew of pleading or 
excufing hiscaufe, gave him this fudden and fhort anfwer. Let us goe (quoth he) my good. 
Citizens ; let us forthwith goe (Ifay) to give hartiethankes untothe Gods for the victorie, 
which even upon fuch a day as this 1s, they gaveme againft the Carthaginians, And there 
with advancing himfelfe to march before the people, all the aflembly, and even hisaccufer 
himfelfe did undelayedly follow him towards the Tem pie. After that, Perilins having beene 
animated and ftirred up by Care tofolicite and demand a ftri@ accompt ef him,of the mo. 
ney he had managed, which was committed to his truft,whilft he was in the Province of 
Autsoch; Scipze being come into the Senate-houle, of purpole to anfwer for himfelfe, pul- 
ling outthe booke of his accompts from under his gowne, told them all, chat that booke 
contained truly, both the receipt and laying out thereof; and being required co deliver che 
fame unto a Clarketo regifter it, he refufed to docir, faying he would not doe himéelfe that 
wrong or indignitie ; and thereupon with his owne hands, in prefence ofall the Senate, tore 
the bookein pecces, I cannot apprehend or beleeve, that a guiltie-cauterized confcience 
could poffibly diffemble or counterfer fuch an undifmayed affurance : His heart was natu= 
rally toogreat,and enuied to overhigh fortune(faith T sts Laving )co know how to bea cri- 
minall offender ,aind ftoopingly to yeeld himfelfe to the bafenefle, to defeud his inflocencie, 
Torture and racking are dangerousinyentions, and {ceme rather to be trials of patience 
than E@ayes oftruth. And both he that can, and he that cannot endure them, conceale the 
truth. For wherefore fhall paine or fimart, rathcr compel! meto confeflethat, whichis fo, 
indeed, than force me to tell chat which isnot? And contrariwife, if he who hath not done 
shat whereof he is accufed,is {ufficiently patient to endure thofe torments ; why fhal not he 
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beableto tolerate them, who hath done it, and is guilty indeed ; fodeare and worthy are=" 


ward as life being propofed unto him? 1 am ofopinion, that the ground of his invention, 
proceedeth from ‘te confideration of the power and facultie of the confcience.. For,to the 
uilty, it feemethto give a kinde of furtherance to the terture, to make him confeffe his 

colcand weakneth and difmaycth him :and on the other part, it encourageth and ftrength-_ 
neth the innocentagainft torture, To fay truth, itisameane full of uncertainty and danger. 
What would net aman fay ; nay, what not doe, to avoid fo grievous paincs, and fhun fuch: 
torments ? 

Etiam innocentes cogit memirs dolor. 

Torment to lye fometimes will drive, 

Ev’nthe moft innocent alive. 

Whence it followeth,that he whom the Judge hach tortured, becaufe he fhall not dye an 
innocent,he fhall bring him to his death,both innocent and tortured. Many thoufands have 
thereby charged Bet heads with falfe confeffions. Amongft which Imay well place Phy- 
letasaconfidering the circumftances of the endictment that Alexander framed againtt him, 
andthe aegecit of his torture.But foit is,that(as men fay)itis the leaft evill humane weak 
neflecould invent :though,in my conmccit,very inhumanely and therewithall moft unprofi- 
tably. Many Nations Icike barbarous in that,than the Gracian, or the Romane, who terme 
them fo, judge it a horrible and cruell thing, to rackeand toiment a man for a fault whereof 
you are yet is doubt. Is your ignorance long of him? What can hedoc withall ? Are not 

ou unjuft,who becaufé you willnot put him to death without {ome caufe, you doe. worfe, 
than kill him 2 And that itis (0, confider but how often he rather chufeth to dye guiltlede, 
than paffe by this information, much morc painfull, than the punifhment or torment 5 and 
who many times,by reafon of the fharpnefle of it,preventeth, furthereth, yta,and executeth 
the punifhment. I wot not whence I heard this tory, bur it exaétly hath reference unto the 
con{cience of our Juftice, A countrie woman accufed a fouldier before his Generall,being a 


€ : : : . : 
moftfeyere Jufticer, that he, with violence, had {hatched from out her poore childrens 


hands, the {mall remainder of fome pap or water-oruell, which fhee had onely left to fu- 
ftaine them, forfomuch as the Army had ravaged and watted all, The poore woman had 
neither wisneffe nor proofe of it ; Itwas but ker yea, and his no ; which the General per 
ctiving,after he had {iurnmoned her to be welladvifed what fhee {pake,and that fhee fhould 


" netaccufehim Neongfully ; for, if fhee {pake an untruth, fhee fhould then be culpable of 


his accufation: But thee conftantly perfifting to charge him, he forthwith, to diftoverthe 
truth, and to be throughly refolyed, caufed the accufed Souldiers belly to be ripped, who 


© was found faulty and the poore weman to hay¢ {aid true ; whereupon fhee was difcharged. 


A condemnation inftructive to others. 


Cuar. VIL 
Of Exercife or Praétice. 


L. isa hard matter (although our conceit doe willingly apply it felfe unto it ) that Dit 
courfe and Inftruétion, fhould fufficiently be heh a direct us to aétion,and addrefle 


us to performance, if over and befides that,we docnot by experience exercife and frame our 
minde, to the traine whereunto we will range it : otherwife, when we fhall be on the point 
of the effeéts, it will doubtleffe finde it felfe much engaged and empeached. And thatis the 
reafon why amongft Philofophers, thofethat have willed to attaine to fome greater excel 
lence,have not beene content, at home, aad at reft to expect the rigors of fortune, for feare 
the fhould furprife chem unexperienced and finde them novices, itt fhe fhould chance to en- 
terfight with them; but have rather gone to mect and front her before,and wirting- carneft- 
ly caftthemfelyes to the triallof the hardeft difficukies. Some have thereby yoluntarily 
forfaken great riches, onely to praétife a voluntarie povertic : others have willingly found 
out labour, and an aufteritie of a toylefome life, theseby to harden and enure Gaal Vi¥ 
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to evill andtravell: otherfome have frankly deprived themielves of the deareR abd beft 
parts of their body,as of their cyes,and members of generation, left their Ove t-pleafing,and 
too-too wanton fervice, might in any fort mollifie and diftract che conftant refolution of 
th their minde.Buc to dye, which is the greatelt worke we haveto doc,exercifecan nothine 4. 
vaile us thereunto. A man may, by cuftome and experience, fortifie himfelfe apainit griefe, 
" forrow, fhame, want, and fuch likeaccidents : But concerning death, we can but once feele 
and tric the fame, Weare all novices,and new to leatne when wecomeunto it, There have, 
in former times, beene found men fo good husbands and thrifty oftime, that even in death 
they have aflayed to tafte and favor it ; and bent their mindeto observe and fee,what mane 
ner of thing that pallage of death was; but none did ever yct tome backe againe to tell ug 
: tidings of it. 


MEMO Cxpercitus extat 

} Frigida quem fimel e5t vitai paufafeqnuta, 
Nomandoth ever-after wake, 
Whom once his lifes cold reft dothtake, 

Canius Iulius, anoble Romave, a man of fingular vertue and conftancie, having beene 
condemned to death by thar lewdly-mifchievous montter of men, Caligul : belides many 
0! marvelous evident affurances he gave of his matchleffe refolution, when he was eveninthe 
0! nicke to endure the laft troke of che executioner ; a Philofopher, being his friend; interrup. 
f ted him with this queltion,faying : Cazéus,in what ftate is your foule now; whac doth the; 
7 what thoughts poilefle you now ; I thought (an{wered he) to keepe me ready and prepared 
{ with all my force, to {ce whether in this inflant of death, fo fho;t and fouiecre at hand, I 
might perceive fome diflodging or diftraction of the foule, and whether-ic will thew fome 
. feeling of her fudden departure ; that (if lapprehend or learne any thing of her) I may af- 
' terward,if I can,recurne,and give advertifement thereofunto my friends. Loe-herea Philo. 
‘ fopher, not onlyuntill death, but even ii death it {elfe: what affurance was it, and whac 
\ flercenes of courage, to will that his ownedeath fhou!d ferve him as aleffon, and haye lea-' 
; fureté thinke elfe where ina matter of {uch confequence ; 

—-jus hoc aninss morientis habebar. 

This power of minde had he, 

{ When it from him did flee. 

’ Me feemeth nevertheleffe,chat in fome fortthereisa meatie to familiarize our felyes with 

, it,and to afla y it. Wemay have fome experience of it, ifnot whole and perfect, at leaft fuch 

! asinizy not altogether be unprofitable, and which may yeelde us becter fortified and more 
atfired If we cannot atraine unto ir,we may at leaft approch it,and difcerne the fame : And 
if we cannot enter her fort, yet fhal we fee and frequent the approches unto it.[t is not with- 
out reafon we aretaught to take notice of our fleepe.for therefémblauce it hath with death, 

‘ How eafily we patic from waking to fleeping; with how little intereft we lofe the know. 

ledg: of light, and of our felves, The facultie of fleepe might haply feeme unprofitable, 


and again(t nature; fithence it depriveth us of all agtions, and barrech us of all feafe, wer 


not that nature doth thereby inftruét us,that the hath equally madeus,as well to live,as to 
die;and by life prefenterh the eternal (ate unto us,which the after the fame refervech for us) 
foto accuftomeus hereunto, and removethe feare of it from us. Butfiuch as by fome vio~ 
lent accident are falne into a fainines of heart and have loftall fenfes,they, inmine opinion, 


; have'w ell-nigh beene, where they might behold hertrue and naturall vilage : For, touching 
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the inftant or moment of the paflage, it ishortobe feared, it fhould bring any travell or 
difpleafure with it, forafinuch as we can have, nor fenfe,nor feeling without leafure. Our 
4 fuffetances have need of time, which is{o fhort, and plunged in death, chac neccflarily it 
mutt be infenfible. tt isthe approches that lead untoit-we fhould feare ; and thofe may fall 
' withinthe compafle of mans experience. Many things feeme greater by imaginatien,than 
by effect: Ihave paffed ovet a good part of my age in found and perfect health. I fay,not 
only found, bur blithe and wantonly-luftfull.) That ftate full of iuft, of prime and mirth, 
made me deeme the confideration of (ickneffes fo ytkefome and hortible, that when I 
cameto the experience of them, I have found their fits but weake, and their affaulcs bur: 
faint, in refpect of my apprehended fare: Lo here what I daily prove, Letime be madera 
toofe, in'a good chamber, warme-clad, and well at eafein fome tempefiwous and ftormy 
T night, 
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night. Tam exceedingly perpen tes much grieved for fuch as are abroad, and haye no 
fhelter : But let me bein the {torme my felfe, 1doenot {o much as defire to be elfe-where. 
Only to be continually pent upin a chatuber, feemed intolerable to me.1 have now eaured 
my {elfe to livea whole weeke, yea a moneth inmy chamber full of care, trouble,alteration 
and weaknefle , and have found, that inthe time of my beft health I moaned fuch as were 
ficke,much more than T.can well moane my felfe when Iam ill at eafe : and that the power 
of mya pprchenfion did well-nigh halfeendeare the eflence and truth of the thing it {elfe. I 
am in good hopethe like will happen to me ofdeath : and that it isnot worth the labour I 
take for fo many preparations as I prepare againft her; and fo many helpesas I call to fu. 
fiaine, and affenble to endure the thocke and violence of it. But hab ornab we can never 
take too much advantage of it.During our {econd or third troubles (1 doc not well remem- 
ber which ) I fortuned one day, for recreation fake, to goe forth and takethe ayre, about a 
league from my houfe,who am feated even in the bowels ofall troubles of our civill warres 
of France, {uppofing to be moft{afe, fo ncere mine owne home and petreite; that I hadno 
need of better attendance or equipage. I was mounted upon 4 very eafie-going nag, but 
notvery fure, At my returning home againe, 2 fudden occafion being offered me, to make 
ufe of this nag in a pecce of fervice, whereto he was neither trained nor accuftomed, one of 
my then(a {trong fturdy fellow)mounted upon a young ftrotig-headed horfe,and that hada 
defperate hard mouth, frefh,lutty and in breath; to fliew his courage,and to out-goe his fel. 
lowes,fortuned with mightand maineto {et fpurres unto hii, and giving him the bridle, to 
come right into the path where I was,and asa Coloffua with his weight riding overme and 
my nag, that were both very little, he overthrew us both, and made us fall with our heeles 
upward : fothat the nag lay along aftonied in one place, and Jin atrance groveling on 
the ground ten or twelfe paces wide of him ; my faceall torne and brufed,my {word which 
[had in my handa good way from me, my girdle broken, with no more motion orfenfe 
in methan a ftocke, It isthe only fwowning that ever ] fele yet. Thofe that were with me, 
after thy had aflayed all poffible meanes to bring me to my felfeagaine,fuppofing me dead, 
tooke me in their ares, and with much adoe were carying me home to tny houfe, which 
wasabout half¢a french league thence : uponthe way,and after I had for two houres fpace, 
by all,beene fuppofed dead and palt all recoverie, 1 began to ftir and breathe : for, fo great 
aboundance of bloud was falne into my ftomake, that to difcharge it, nature was forcedto 
rowze up her fpirits. I was immediately fet upon my feet,and bending forward, I prefently 
caft up, in quantitic as much clottic pure bloud , as abucket will hold, and by the way was 
conftrained to doe thelike divers times before I could get home, whereby I began to reco- 
ee vera little life, but ic was by litele and little, and fo long adoing, tharmy chiefe fenfes were 
much more enclining to deaththan tolife, 

Perche dubbiofa ancor del [uoritorne 

Non s afficura attonita la mente. 

For yet the minde doybtfull it’s returne 

Is notaffured, but aftonithed. 

The rernembrance whereof (which yet 1 beare deepely imprinted inmy minde ) repre- 
fenting meher vifage and Idea{o lively and fonaturally,doth in fome fort reconcile me unto 
her. And when] beganto fee, it was with fodim,{o weakeand fo troubled a fight, rhat I 
could not difcerne any thing of thelight, 

——come quel chor’ epre,her chinde 

Gls occhii; mexxotral fonno el effer defto. 

As hethat fometimes opens,fometimes (huts 
Hiscyes,beweene fleepe and awake. 

Touching the fimétion of the foule, they ftarted up and came in the fame progteffe as 
thofe of the body. crccived my felfe all bloudy ; for my doublet was all fullied withthe 
bloud Thad catt. The fir conceit I apprehended, was, that J had received forme fhot in 
my head ;and in truth, at che fame inftant, there were divers that fhot round about us. Me 
thought my {elfe had ne other hold of me, but of my lips-ends. I clofed mine eyes,to helpe. 
(as me feemed ) to fend it forth, and tooke a kinde of pleafure to linger and languifhing- 
ly to let my felfe goe from my felfe. Ie was an imagination {wimming fuperficially in my 
minde,as weakeand as tender asall the reft s but in truth, not only exempted from 08 
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fure, but rather commixt with that pleafaut {weetneffe, w 
felyes to fall into a foft-flumbring and fenfe-entrancing fle 
they find themfelves in, whom in the agony of death we {ee 
nefle :-and am of opinion, we plaine and moane them w 
they areagitated with grievous pangs, orthat their fou 
ons. It was ever my conccit,againft the opinionof many, yeaand agai 
Ja Boette, that thofe whom we fee,fo overwhelmed, and faintly. 
of their end,or utterly caft downe withthe lingring tedioufneffe of their dk 
cident of fome apoplexie,or fallingsevill, (vi morbi fepe coath ves 

Atte oculos Aliguss noftros ut fulminss silw, 

Conctdit > fbumas agit ingemityy fremit art xs, 

Defipttextentat nervostorguetur,auhelar, 

Incouftanter & sn jaStande membra fatigat) 

(Some man by force of fickitefle driv’n doth fall, 

As ifby thunder firdke, before our eyes 3 

He fomes, he grones, hetrembles overall, 

He raves,he ftretches she’s vext, panting lyes, 

He tyr’s his limmes by toffing, 

Now this nowthat way croffing. ) 
or hurtin the head, whom we heare throband rate! 
though we gather fome tokens from them » Whereb 
ledge left and certaine motions we fee them make with t 
thought,they had their foule and body buried and afleepe, 

Vivat & est visa nefcins Spfe fuc. 

He lives yct knowes not he, 

That he alive fhould be, 


Aiid T could noe beleeve,that at fo preat an aftonifhmsent of me 
fenfes, the foule could 1 


manner of diftourfetor 
of their condition,and ¢ 
felfe, Liniabine tio Rat 
fli&ted foule, yoid of 
we fend to execution, 
matner of death, thé 


¢, and fend forth grones and 


naintaine'any ferce Within, to know herfelfe; and therefore hadno 
menting them, which might maketliem judgeand feelethe mifery 
hat confequently they were not greatly tobe moaned. As form 
¢ fo intolerable nor condition fo foals asto havea feelingly-a * 
micauies to disburthen and declare her Clfe: As I would fay of thofe 
havine firft caufed theirtongue to be cut out, were it not that in this 
tmoft dumbe fcemes untome thefitceft, namel},if it be accompanied 
with atefolute and Stave countenance: And asthofe miferable prifoners which light in 
the hands of tliofe hatd-harted and villenous Souldiers of thefe times, of whom they are 
tormented with all inanerof cruel! entreati¢, by compulfion te: drawe. them unto fome exe 
ceffive and unpoifible tanfome, keeping them al that whilein fo harda condition and place, 
thatthey have tio Way leftthem to uttertheir thoughts and exprefle their mifetie. The Poets 
have fained, there were fome God s, thatfayoured the rcleafeof fuch as fufferd fo languis 
fhing deaths, hune ego Diti 
Saerim inf foro, teque ifte corpore folno, 
Thisto death facred, ,as was my charge, 
Doe beare,and from this bedythee enlarge, 

And the faltering {peeches and uncertaine anfwers, that by continualf ringing in their 
earesand inceflant urging then, are fomtimesby foree wrefted from them or by the motions 
which feeme to have fome fimpathy withthat whereofthey are ¢xamined, isnotwithftand- 
ing no witnes that they live at leaft a perfcét found life, We do alfo in yawning, before fleep 
fully feizeuponus, apprchehd as it were ina flumber, what is done about us, and witha 
troubled &uncertaine hearing, follow the voyces, which feeme to found but onthe outward 
limits of our foule; & frame anfwersaccording to the lalt words we heard, which rafte more 
ofchance than of fente : which thing now I have proved by experience, I makeno doubt, 
but hitherto,I have well judged of it.For, firft lying as in atrance,I laboured even withmy 
nailes to open my doublet(for I was unarmed and well J Wot,that in my imagination I fele 
nothing did hurt me.For,there are feverall motions in us,which proceed not of our free wile 

Sémianimelaue micant digiti, ferruneque retrathant, 
T 3 : 


on tna etn peepmeanidicheensiftiasiliaanstnfesat 


hich they feele that fufter them. 
cpe. I beleeve it isthe fame itate, 
to droop & faint thorow weak. 
ithout caufe, efteeming that either 
le is preffed with painfull cogitatin 
aftthar of Stephanus 
drooping atthe approches 
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cfeafes, or by ace 


Luerli.3. 490, 


gafpes, als 
y it feemeth, they have yet fome knowa 
heir body > I fy, I have ever 


Ovid,sriZ, libtts 
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mbers, and deffailance of 
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 Leasiy nin cecilia rrp 
The halfe-dead fingers ftirre, and feele, 
(Though itithey cannot ftirre) for {teele. 

Thofe that fall, doecommonly bya gaturall impulfion caft theit armes abroad before 
their falling, which fheweth,that our members have certaine offices,which they lend enero 
another,and poflefie certaine agitations, apart from our difcourfe : 

Falciferos memorant carrns abfcindere membra, 

Ur tvemere interra videatur ab arrubus,id quod 
Decidit abfcifium,cnm menstamen arque hominis Vis 
Mobilitate malinon quit fentire dolorem. 

They fay, fith-bearing chariots limbes bereave, 

Soas on earth,that which cut-off they leave, 

Doth feeme to quake; when yet mans force and minde 
Doth notthe paine through fo quicke motion, finde. 

My {tomacke was furcharged with clotted bloud my handsof themfelves were {till runs 
ning to it,as often they are wont (yea againft the knowledgeof out will) where we feele it 
toitch. There are many creatures, yea and somemen,in whom after theyare dead,we may 
{ee their muskles to clofe and ftirre. Allmen know by experience, there be fome parts of 
our bodies, which often without any content of ours doe ftirre, ftand and lye downe againe. - 
Now thefe paflions, which but exteriourly touch us, cannot properly be termed ours; For, 
to make themours,a man molt wholy be engaged unto them: And the paines that ourfeet 
orhanilsfecle whilft we fleepe, are notours. When Icameneere my houfe, where the ti- 
dingsef my fall was already come, and thofe of my houfhold met me, with fuch outcries « 
asare ufedin liketimes, I did not only anfwer fome words, to what L was demanded, but 
fometell me,] had the memory to command my men to give my wife ahorfe, whom J per- 
ceived to be over-tired,and labouring in the way, whichis very hilly, foule,and rugged, Ie 
feerneth this confideration proceeded froma vigilant foule + yet was Icleanc diftracted 
fromit,they were but vaine conceits, and as ina cloud, only moved by the fenfe of the eyes 
and eares : They came not from my felfe, . All which notwithftanding, I knew neither 
whence] came, nor whither I went, nor could J underftand or confider what was{poken 
unto me.They were but light effeéts, thatmy fenfes produced of themfelves, asit were of 
cuftome, Whatfoever the fouledid affitt it with, was but dreame,being lightly touched, 
and only fprinkled bythe foft impreffion ofthe fenfes.In themeane time my {tate was verie 
ly moft pleafantand cafefull. I feltmomanner of care or affiction, neither for my {eife nor 
others, It was 2 flumb¢ring,languithing and extreme weakne(le, without any paine atall, I 
faw mine owne houfeand knew it not; when I was laid in my bed, I felt great eafe in my 
reft,For Thad beene vilely hurred-and haled by thofe poore men, which had taken the pai- 
nes to carry me upon theirarmesa long and wearyfome way,and to fay truth, they had all 
beene wearied twice orthrice over, and were faine to fhift feverall times, Many remedies 
were prefently offered me,but Itooke none, fiuppofing verily 1 had beene deadly hurt in the 
head. To fay truth, it had beenea very happy death: For,the weakneife of my difcourfe bin- 
derd me from judging of it, and the fecblenefle of my. body from feeling the fame. Me 
theught I was yeelding up the ghoft fo gently,and afer fo eafie and indolent a manner,that 
I feele no other action leffe burthenfome than that.was. But when ] began to come to life 
againeand recover my former ftrength, , 

Ovid.rriftlib.s. Virandem [enfusconvalucre met, 
el. 3014s ‘Aclaft when all the {prices I beare, 
Recall’dand recollected were, 
which was withintwo orthree houres after,L prefently felt my felfe full ofaches and paines 
dllmy body overs for,each part rhereofwas with the violence of the fall much brufed and 
tainted ;and fortwo orthreenights after | found my felf fo ill,thar I verily fuppofed I hold 
have had another ficofdeath :But that a morelively,and fenfible one:(and to {peak plaine) 
‘ Tfeelemy brufes yet,and feare me fhall do while I live: I willnot forget to tell you,that the- 


htly fallinto againe,was the remembrance of this accident,and [made 


laft thing I could rig’ 
fy men'manytimesto re eatmeover aud over againc, whither ] was going, whence [ 


eamme,andat what houre that chance befell me, beforeI could throughly concenveit. Con 


cerning the manner of my-falling,they in fayour of him who had beene the caufe of it, ue 
; cea 
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cealed the truth from me,and told me other flim flam tales, But a while after, ai 
: : 7 aine c efenr rhs tar 
row next when my memorie began to come to it felfe againe, and reprefent the far 
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ine, wherein I was at the inftant, when J perceived the horfe riding over me (for being at my 
heeles,J chanced to e{py hith, and helde my {felfe for dead; yet was the conceit fo fudden . 
3 e 3 


: as Tey 
that feare had no leafure to enter my thoughts)me feemed it was a flafhing or lightning, ct 


(Nat 


fmote my foule with fhaking,and that J came from another world, This difcourte of fo flig hy 
an accident,isbut vaine and frivolous, were not theinftrudtions I have drawne from thence 


for my ufe : For truly, fora manto acquaint himfelfe with death, ] finde no better w ay thar 


toapproch urito it. Now as Pinie faith, every inan isa good difcipline unto himf 


And nor another mans leflon,butmine owne; Yet ought no man to blame me if impart the 


3] 
elfe al > 


wayes provided he be ablero price into himfelfe. This is not my doétrine,it is bur my fludy . 


fame. What ferves my turne, may haply ferve another mans ; otherwife J Martrenothing; 


what I make ufe of ,is mine owne; And if I play the foole,it is at mine owne colt, aad with- 
out any other bodies intereft,For it is buta kind of folly,that dyesin me,and hath no traine. 
We have notice but oftwo or three former ancients,that haye trodden this path ; yetcan.we 
not fay, whether altogether like unto this of nine, for we know but theirnames, No may 
fince hath followed their fteps : it is a thorny atid crabbed enterprife,and more than it makes 
fhew of, to follow fo firange and vagabond. a path, as that of our fpirit : to penetrate the 
fhady, and enter the thicke-coyered depths of thefe internal] winding crankes; Tochufe fo 


many, and {ettle fo feverall aires of his agitations : And tis a new extraordinary 
that diftracts us from the common occupation of the world, yea and from thea 
mended: Many yeares are pat fince I haveno othet aime, whereto my thoughts bend, bue 
my felfe,and that I controule and ftudy nothing but my felfe, And if] ftudy any thing elfe, 
it is immediatly to place it upon,or to fay better, inmy felfe, And me thinkesI erre not, as 
commonly men doe in other {ciences,without al] comparifon leffe profitable,] impart what 
Thaye learn’t bythis, although I greatly content not my felfe with the progrefle I. have 
made therein. There t no defcription [o hard, nor ‘fe profitable, as # the defcriptton of 4 mang 
owne lifesY et muft a man handfornely trimme-up, yea and difpofeand range himfelfe to ap. 
peare on the Theatre of this world. Now I continually tricke up my felfe; for I unceffant! 
defcribe my felfe. Cuftome hath made a mans {peech of himfelfe vicious, And obftinately. 
forbidsit in hatred of boafting,which ever feemeth clofely to follow ones felfe witnefies, 
whereas aman fhould wipe achildes nofe, that is now calledto un-nofe himélfe, 

in vicium ducit culpa fuga. 

Some fhunning of fome fine, 

Doe draw fome fintherin. 

I finde more evil! than good bythisremedy: But fuppofe it were true, that for a man to 
entertaine the company with talk ing of himfelfe,were neceflarily prefumption :] ought not 
following my generall intent,to refuse an aétion that publifheth this crazed quality, fince I 
have it inmy felfe : and Iffiould not conceale this fault, which I havenot only inufe, but in 
profeffion.Nevertheleffe to {peake my opinion of it,this cuftometo condenmne wine is much 
to blame,becaufe many aretherewith madedrunke, Only good things may be abufed, And 
I beleevethis rule hach only regard to popular defedts : They are {naffles wherewith neither 
Saints, nor Philofophers, nor Divines, whom we heare fo glotioufly to {peake of theme 
felves,willinany fortbe bridled. No mere doe I,though I beno more the onethan other. 
If they Write purpofely or direétly of it, yet when occafios doth conveniently Jeade them 
unto it, fainethey not, headlong to caft themfelves into the lifts? Whereof doth Socrates 
treat more at large, chan of himfelfe > To whatdoth he more often dired&t his Difciples dif. 
courfes,than to fpeake of themfelves, not fortheir bookes leflon, but of the eflenceand mos 

ving of their foule > wwe rcligioufly fhrive our {elves toGod and our Confeffor, as our 
neighbours to all che people. Bur will fome anfwer me, wereport but accufation ; weethen 


report all: For, even-our vertue it felfe is faulty and repentable; My art and profeffion, isto 


live. Who forbids ne to fpeake ofr, according tomy fenfe experience, and cuflome; Let 
him appoint the Archite& to fpeake of buildings, not according to himfelfe, but his neigh. 
Dours, according toanothers skill, and nothisowne. Ifitbe aglory, for amante publith 
his owne worth himfelfe,why doth not Ciceropreferthe cloqueuce of Hortenfiss, and Hore 
senfima that of Cicere? Some may perad venture fuppofe that by deeds and effects, and nor 
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fimply by words, I witnefle of my felfe.l principally fet forth my cogitations; 2 fh apeleffe 
fubjeét, and which cannot fall within the compafleof a worke-manlike produétion ; with 
much adoe can J fet it downe inthis ayrie body of the voice, Wifer men, and morc leamed, 
and devour have lived avoiding all apparcat efie&ts, Eficcts wotld fpeakemore of fortune, 
thanofme. They witnefle their part, and not mine; unlefleit be conjecturally and uncer. 
tainly: Parcels ofa particular fhew : I wholy fet forth and expofe my felfe: It isa Scelea 
tosy where at firft fight appeare all the vaines,muskles, eriftles finnewes,aud tendons, each 
féverall part in his duc place. The effect of thecough produceth one part that of palenefieor 
panting of the heart another,anid that doubrfully. 1 write not my gefts,but my felfe and my 
eflence. Tam of opinion chataman muft be very wifeto efteeme himfelf, and equally con- 
fcienciotis to giveteltimony of it :be it low,be ithigh indifferently. If1 did abfolutely feeme 
ood and wife unto my felfe, [would boldly declareit.. To {peake lefleof himfelfethan he 
poffeffeth is folly and not modefty. To pay himelfe for leffe han he is worth, is bafenefle 
and pufilanimity, faith 4 yifforle. No vertueaids it (elfe with falfe-hood ; and truch isnever 
a matter oferrour. And yct fora man to fay more of himfelfe, than he can well prove,is not 
ever prefurnption, though often fottifhnefte. For a man to over-weene, and pleafe himéelfe 
exceedingly with what he is,and fall into indifcreet love with himfelfe,is in my conceit, the 
fubftance of this vice. The beft remedy to curehim, isto doe cleane contrary to that which 
thofe appoint, who in forbidding men to fpeake of themfelves, doe confequently alfo inhi- 
bit more tothinke ofthemfelves. Pride confiferbinconcest: The tongue can have no great 
fhare in it.For one to ammufeon himfelfe,is in their imagination to pleafe himfelfe: And for 
aman to frequent and practife himfelfe, is at an over-deare rate to pleafe himfelfe. But this 
exceffe doth only breed in them, that but fuperficially feele and {earch themfelves, that are 
{eeneto follow their affaires, which call idlenefle and fondnefle, for 2 mante entertaine, to 
applaud and to endeare him(elfe,and frame Chimetaes,or build Caftles intheayre; deeming 
themfelves asa third perfon and ftrangers to themfelves. If any be befor ted with hisowne 
knowledge,looking upon him{elfe,let him eaft his eyestoward s former ages, his pride fhall 
be abated his ambition fhall be quailed ; for there fhall he finde many thoufands of ipirits, 
that will cleane fuppreffe and tread him under. If he fortune to enter inte any felfe-pre- 
fumption of his owne worth, let him but callto semembrancethe lives of Scipzo and Epami- 
viondas ; (0 many armies,and fo many N ations, which leave him fo far behind them.No pare 
ticular quality fhall make him proud, that therewith fhall reckon fo many imperfect and 
 weake qualitiesthat are 1 him, and at laft the nullity of humane condition. Forfomuchas 
Socrates had truly only nibled on the precept of his God,to know himéfelfe,and by that ftu- 
dy had learned to contemne himfelfe, healone was efteemed worthy of the name of Wile, 
pee thall fo know himéelfe, lethim boldly make himfelfe knowne by his owne 
mouth : 
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Of the recompences or rewards of Honour. 


T Hofe which write the life of Augufims Cafarnote this in hismilitary difcipline,chat he 
wasexceeding liberall and lavifh in his gifts to fuch as were ofany defert; butas {pa- 
ring and ftrait-handed in meere recompencesof. honeur, Yetis it that himfelfe had beene li- 
berally gratified by his Unkle with militarie rewards, before ever he went to warres, Ie 
hath beene a witty invention, and received in moft partsof the worlds Commen-wealths, 
to eftablifh and ordaine certaine vaine and worthles markes,therewith to honor and recom- 
pencevertue : Asare the wreathes of Lawrell, the Chaplets of Oake, and theGarlands of 
Myrtle,the forme ofacertaine peculiar garment; the privilegeto ride in Coach thorow the 
City ; or by night to have a Torch carried before one: Some particular place to fit-in in 
common aflemblies; the prerogatives ofcertaine furnames and titles, and proper additions 


inarmes,and fich like things; the ufe whereof hath beene diverfly reccived accerding to the 
opinions 
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opinions of Nations, which ooeehaghe to this day, We have - Our part, toget 4 with dts 
4 . re At Ger r nhic wrere ‘p / jen ; 
vers of ourneighbour-Nation, theorders of Knight- hood, which only were eftablifhed to 
this purpofe, Verily itis a moft laudable uf, and profitable ciiftome,to finde inearies to re. 
ward the worth, and acknowledge the valour of rate and excellent men, to {atisGe and con. 
1 P r re > orr cho mon-wealth. and pur the Deine 
teat them with fuch payments, asinno fort chargethecomition-wealth, and pt way I rinee 
tono coft at all, And that which was ever knowne by ancient exper iénce, and at orkertimes 
cc ‘ teed | ep ie “ 
we have plainely perceived amongft our felves that mien of qualicie, were evermore jealous 
of fuch recompences, than of others, wherein wasboth gaine and ‘profit: which was no 
Without reafon and preat apparence. Ifto the prize, which ought firmply to be of honoiir, 
there be other cormmodities and riches joyned this kindeofcommixing, in {tedd of enée4 
fing the eftimation thereof, doth empaite,diffipate,and abridge it. The order of the Knights 


a, : Aas 7% : hh 
of Saint A4ichaelin France, which of fo long continuance hath be 


| eene in credit amoneft us, 
had no greater commoditie than that ithad no manner of communication with any othe? 
advantage or profit, which hath heretofore beene the caufe, that there was 
ftateof what quality foever, whereto the nobilitie pretended with fo much d 
red with more affection,as it did to obtaine that order: nor calling that was followed with 
more refpeéct or oreatnefic, Vertue embracing with more ambition,and more willingly afpi- 
ring aftera recompence, that is meerly and {imply her owne, and which is ra : 
than profitable For,to fay truth other giitshave no ufe fo worthy; inatopuch,asthey are ims 
ployed toallimanner of occafions, With tiches aman doth re ward the fervice ofa groome, 
the diligence ofa mecflenger, the hopping of-a dancer, thetricks of 2 vaulter, the breath ofa 
Lawyer, and the bafeft ofticesa man may receive; yea, withthe fame paultry pelf mony, 
vice is payed and finne requited jas flatterey,murther, treafon; Aaquorelage, Witwer 4 
Itisthen no marvell, if vertue doth leffe willingly defire this kinde of common trafh 
thanthat which is onely proper.and peculiart 


no charge of 
efire, or afpi= 


ther glorious, 


ot? 
»Mony; 
Oher felfe, andis altogether noble and gene- 
rous, e4uguftus had therefore reafon, to be much more pigeardly and {paring of thislaft, 
than of che former, forafmuch as honour is a privilege which drawes his principal] effenee 
from rareneffe: And 0 doth vertucit felfe. 

Cui malus est nemo,quis bonus effe potest ? 

Tohim who good can feeine, 

Who doth none bad efteerite > 


We fhallnot fea man highly regarded, or extraord inarily commended, that is curiouf] y 
carefull to have his children well nurtured, becaufe it is a common action, how juftand 
worthy praife foever it be: nomorethan one great tree, where the forre/ 
dee not thinke that any Spartane Citizen did boattingly glorifiehimé lor, 
caufe it wasa popular vertue inthat Nation: Andaslittle for his fidelity, and contempt c 

riches. Thereisnorecompence fals unto vertue, how great {ever it be, if itonce have patt 
intocuftome: And I wornot whether we might callit grear, being common, Since then 
therewardsof honour, haye no other prizeand eftimation than that few enjoy it, there is 
no way to difannull them, but to makea laryefle of them. Were there now more men 
found deferving the fame than in former ages, yet fhouldnotrhe 


ac Feputation of it be corrup- 
ted, And ir may cafily happenthat more deferye it: For,there isno vertue, doth fo eafil 

pread it felfe asmilitary valiancie.Thereis another, true,perfect,and Philofophicall wheres 
of I fpeake not (1 ufethis word according te our cuftome ) farre greater and more full thar 
this, which isa force and aflurance of the foule, equally contemning all manner of contrarie 
accidents,upright,uniforme,and conflant, whereofours isbut an eafieand glimmering raie. 
Cuftome, inftitutien, example and fafhion, may effe& what ever they lift in the eftablith. 
ing of that I {peake of, and eafily make it vulgare, asmay plainely bee {eene by the experi. 
ence our civill wares give usof it, And whofeever could now joyne us togcther, and eas 
gerly fieth all our people toa common enterprife, we fhould make ourancientmilitaryname 
and chivalrous creditto flourifh againe. It is moft certaine that the recompence of our order 
did not in former times only concerne Prowis,and refpeét valour; it hada furtheraime,- Ic 
wasnever the reward or payment of a valiant fouldier ; but ofa famous Captaine. The skill 
to obey could not deferve fohonorable an hire : for,calt we backe our eyes to antiquity, we 
Shall perceive, that for the worthy obtaining thereof, there was required more univerfall 
warre-like expertueffe, and which might imbrace the greateft part, and moft partsof ami- 
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litary man; Negus e enia cadem milttares @ imperaterié artes fant; For the fame arts ana 
arts belong not toa generale andcommon Souldier ; and who beiides that,fhould alfo bee of 
2 fit and accommodable condition for fuch a dignitie.But I fay that if more men fhould now 
adayes be found worthy of it, than have beene heretofore, yet fhould not our Princes be 
more liberall of it: and it had beene maucti better, not to beftow it upon ali them to whom it 
was due,than for ever to lofe, (as of late we hayedone) the ufe of fo profitable an invention. 
No man of courage vorch{afeth to advantage himfelfe of that which ts common BLO MANY. 
And thofe which in our dayes, have leaft merited that honourable recompence, feeme, inall 
apparence, moft to difdaine it, by that meanes to placethemfelves in theranke of thofe to 
whom the wrong is offered by unwerthy beftowing and vilifying ofthat badge,which par- 
ticularly was due unto them.Now by defacing and abolifaing this to fuppofe,{uddenly to be 
able to bring into credit, and renuea femblable cuftome,is no convenient enterprife,in fo li- 
centious, fe corrupted, and fo declining an age, as isthis wherein wenowlive, Andit will 
come to pafle that the lait fhall even from her bigth incur the incommodities, which haye 
lately ruined and overthrowne the other. The rules of this new orders-difpenfation had need 
to be other wife wrefted and conftrained, for to give it authority : and this tumultuous {ea- 
fon is norcapable of a fhort and ordered bridle. Befides, before a manis ableto give credit 
unto it,it is requificea man lofeche memory of the firft, and of the contempt whereinto it is 
fallen. This place might admit fome difcourfe upon the confideration of valour, and diffe. 
rence betweene this yertue and others : But P/wtarch having often {poken of this matter, it 
werein vaine here for mecto repeat what he fayes of it. This is worthy to be confidered,that 
ournation giveth the chiefe preheminence of all vertue unto valiancie, as the Etymology of 
the word fheweth, which commieth of valour, or worth: and that according to our recti- 
yedcuftome, when afterthe phrafe of our court and nobility we fpeake of a worthy man, 
or ofan honeft man, we thereby inferre no other thing than avaliantman; after the ufualk 
Roman fafhion, For,the generall denomination of vertuedoth among {t them take her Ety- 
melogy, of force ormight. The only proper and eflentiall farme of our nobility in France, 
is military. vocation. It is very likely, that the fir vertue chat ever appeared amengft men, 
and which to fome hath given preheminerice over others, hath beene this by which the 
firongeft and morecouragious have become mafters overthe weakeft,and purchafed’a pate 
ticular ranke aid reputation te themfelves: Whereby this honour and dignity of fpeech is 
lefe unto it; orel{e thee nations being very warlike, have given the price unto thatof vera 
tues, which was the worthieft and more familiar unto them. Even as our paffion, and this 
heart-panting,and mind-vexing carefull diligence, and diligent carefulneffe, which wecon- 
tinually apprehend about womenschaftity, caufeth; alfo thata good woman, an honelt 
woman,a woman of honour and vertue, doth in efteét and fubftance, fignifieno other thing 
unto us, thana chafte wife or woman ; as if to bind themto this duty, wedid neglect all 
others,aud gavethem free liberty to commit any other fault,to covenant with them ,neverte 
quit or forfake this one, 
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Of the affection of fathers to their cbilaren. 
Totbe Lady of Eftiffac. 


Adame, if frangenefie doenot fave, ot novelty fhield mee, which are wontte sive 

V i things reputation, I fhallnever, with honefty,quit my felfe of this entexprife ; yet is 
it fo fantafticall, and beares a fhew fo different from common cuftome, thatthat may haply 
purchafe it free paflage. It isa melancholy humor, and confequently 2 hatefullenemy to 
my natural! complexion, bred by the anxictie, and produced by the anguith of carking 
eare, whereinto fome yeares finee I caftmy felfe, chat firft put this humorous conceipt of 
writing into my head. And findingmy felfe afterward wholy unprovided of fubje&, and 
void of other matter. I have prefented my felfe unto my felfe for a fubje& te write,and ar- 
gumene 
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gumeéntto defcant upon, Itisthe only bookein the world ofthis kinde, and of 2 wilde ex~ 
travacant defiene, Moreover,there is nothing init worthy the marking but this fantafti- 
calnefic. For,to{ovainea groundand bafe a fubjeé&,che worlds beft workman, could-ne- 
vet have given a fafhion delerviiig tobe accompted of, Now ( worthy Lady) fithencey 
mutt pourtray my felfecothe life, Ifhould have forgotten a part of importance, ifthere- 
withall I had not reprefented the honour I have ever yceldedto your deterts;which Lhave 
efpecially beene willing todeclare in the forefront of this Chapter; Foraiimuch as amongit 
your other good parts, and commiendable qualities, that of loving amity, which you have 
thewen to your children, holdeth one of the fiift rankes. Whofoeverthall underitand and 
know the ave, wherein your late husband the Lord of Efiffac lefe youa Widdow,the oreat 
and honorable matches have beene offered you(as worthy and:as many asto any other La- 
dy in France of your condition)the conftant refolution,andrefoluce conttancie; wherewith 
fo many yeares you have fiftained,and even in {pight,or athwarc fo manifold thorny diffi« 
culties ; thecharge and conduct of their affaires, which have tofied, turmoyled and remo. 
ved you inall corners of France, and {till hold you befieged ; the happy and fucceflefull 
forwardncs you, which only through your wifdomte or good fortune shave given them, he 
willeafily fay with mee,thac in our age we haveno patterne of motherly affection more ex- 
emplare,than yours. I praife God(Madam)it hath beene fo well employed : For, the good 
hopes, which the young Lord of E/fiffae, yourfonne giveth of him{clfe, fore~hew an un- 
doubted aflurance,that when he fhallcometo yeares of difcretion, you fhali reape the obe« 
dience of anoble,and finde the acknowledgement ofa good childe, But becaufe, by reafon 
of hischild-heod, he could not takenoticeof the exceeding kindneffe and many-fold offt~ 
ces he hath received from you,my meaning is, thatifeverthefe my compofitions fhall hap- 
ly one day come into his hands ( when peradventurel fhall neicher haye mouth nor {peech 
to declare it unto him ) he receive this teftimonie in all veritie fromme; which fhallalfo 
more lively be teftified unto him by the good effects, (whereof, if fo it pleafe God, he thal 
have a fenfible fecling)that there is no Gentleman in France,more endebted tohis.mother, 
than he;and that hereafter he caunotyeeld a more certainc proofe of his goodnes,and teftiz 
monic of his vertue,than in acknow ledging and confeffing you for fuch,[f there be any trun 
ly-naturalilaw, that isto fay,any inftinét, univerfally and perpetually imprinted, bothin 
beafts and us, ( whichis not without controverfie) Imay, accordingto mine opinion, fay, 
that nextto the care, which each living creature hath to his prefervation, and'to fie what 
doth hurt him ; theaffe@tion whichthe engenderer beareth hisoff-(bring holds the fecond 
place inthis ranke, And forafinuch asnatute feemeth to have recominended the fame unto 
us,ayming to extend ,encreafe, and advance, thefucceffive parts or parcels of this her frame, 
Tt isno wonder if back-againe it is nor fo oreat from children unto fathers, This other Ari- 
flotelian confideration remembred : That hee who doth benefice another, loveth him better 
than bee ts beloved of him againe: And heeto whoma debtis owing ,loveth better,thanhee 
that oweth : And every workman loveth his worke better, than heefhould bee beloved of 
it againe, ifithad fenfe or feeling, Forafinuchas we loveto be; and being confiftethin mo= 
ving and action, Therefore is every man, infome fort orother in his owne workmanfhip, 
Whofoever doth a cood deed,evere: ‘eth afaire and hone/} attion : Whofoever recesvethsexers 
cifeth only aprofirable attion And profit is nothing fo much tobe eftecmed or loved as hos 
nelty. Honetty is firmeand permanent, affording him that did it, a conftant gratifications 
Profit is very flipperie, and eafily loft, nor isthe memorie of it fo fweet, ortofreth. Such 
things aredeareft untous,that have coft us moft : And to give, is of more coft thamto take, 
Since it kath pleafed God to endow us with fome capacitic of difcourfe, rhat as beafts we 
fhould not fervily be fubjected to common lawes,butrather with judgementand yoluntar 
liberty apply our felves into them ; we ought formewhatto yeeld unto the fimpleautoris 
ticof Nature: but not fuser hertyrannically to catry usaway: only reafon ought tovhave 


. 


the conduct of our inclinations, As for me, my taft is ttrangely diftafted to it’s propenfi- 
ons, which in us are produced without the ordinance and dire&tion of our judgement. As 
upon this fubject 1 fpeak of, Teannot reeeivethis paffion, wherewith fome embrace chil- 
dren fearfly bor ne, having neither motion in the foule,nor forme well to be diftineuifhed in 
the body, whereb y they might makethemfelves loyely or amiable, And I could never well 
endure to hayethem bron ghtup or hurled neereabout me,Actrue and wellordred affection. 
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ought to be borneand augmented , with the knowledge they giveus ot themfelves ; and 
then, if they deferve it (naturall inclination marching hand in hand with reafon ) to cherith 
and make much of them, witha perfect fatherly love and loving friendfhip, and confor- 
mably to judge of them ifthey be otherwile, alwayes yeelding our {elves unto reafon, not- 
with{tanding natural power.For the moft part; itgoeth cleane contrary,and commonly we 
feele our {elves more moved with the fports,idleneffe,wanronnefie,and infant-trifles of our 
children,than afterward we do with all their actions, when they beemen + As if wehad lo. 
yed them for our paftimes,as we do apes,monkics,or perokitocs and not as man, And fome 
that liberally furnifh them with {porting bables while they be children, will mifrably, 
pinch itin the leaft expence forneceflaries whenthey grow men. Nay, itfeemeth thatche 
jeloufie we have to fee them appeare into,and injoy the world,when we are ready to leave’ 
them, makes us more fpating and clofe-handed toward them. Itvexeth and grievethus 
when we feethem following us at our heeles, fuppofing they folicite us to begone hence: 
And if we were to feare that fince the order of things beareth,that they cannot indeed nici 
therbe, nor live,but by our being and life,we fhould dot meddleto be fathers. As for mee,{ 
deeme it a kind ofcruelty and injuftice,not to receive them into the fixare and fociety ofour 
goods,and to admitthem as Partners in theunderftanding of our domeftical affaires(ifthey 
be once capable of it)and not to cut offand fhut-up our commodities to provide for theirs, 
fince we have engendred them to that purpofe. Ir is meereinjuftice to feean old, crazed, fin- 
now-fhronken, andnigh dead father fitting aloneina Chimny-corner, to enjoy fo many 
oods.as would fuffice for the preferment and entertainment of many children, and in the 
aieane while for want of meanes,to fuffer them to lofe their bett dayes and yeares, Without 
thrufting them into publike ferviceand knowledge of men; whereby they are often caft ine 
_ £odilpaire,to fecke,by fome way how unlawfull foever to provide for their neceflaries And _ 
in my dayes,I have feene divers yong-men,of good houfes fo given to ftealing and filching, 
that no correétion could divert them fromit. I know one very wellalied, to whom, atthe 
inftanceofa brother of his (a moft honeft,gallant,and vertuous Gentleman) I {pake to that 
jurpofe,who boldly anfwered and confefled unto me,that only by the rigor and covetife of 
his father he had beene forced and driven to fall into fich lewdnefleand wickedneife. And 
even at thattime hecame from ftealing certaine jewelsfiom a Lady, in whofe bed-cham- 
ber he fortuned to come with certaine other Gentlemen when fhe wasrifing, and had al. 
smoft beene taken. He made meremembera tale I had heard of another Geatleman, from 
his youth fo fafhioned and inclined to thisgoodly trade of pilicring, that comming after- 
waid tobe heire and Lord of his owne goods, refolved to give over that manner of life, 
could notwithftanding (if hechanced to come neerea fhop, where he faw any thing he 
ftood inneed of ) not chufe but ftealethe fame, though afterwatd he would eyer Gnd mony 
and pay for it. And I have feene diverfe fo inured to that vice,that amoneft their compani- 
ons, they would ordinarily fteale fuch things, as they would reftore againe. Tama Gaf. 
coine,ahd there is no vice wherein I havelefle skill :J hateit fomewhat more by complexi« 
oa,than Laccufeit by difcourfe. [doe not fo much as defire another mans goods. 

And although my Countrey-men be indeed fomewhat more taxed with this fault, than 
other Provinces of France, yet have wefeenc of latedayes, and that fundry times,men well 
borne and of good parentage in other parts of France,in the hands of juftice, and lawfully 
convicted of many moft horrible robberies. [am of opinion that in regard of thefede- 
bauches and lewd aétions, fathers may, in fome fort, be blamed, and that itis only long of 
chem. And if any fhall anfwermee, asdid oncea Gentleman of good worth and underftan- 
ding, chat he thriftily endevoured to hoard up riches, to no other purpofe, norto have any 
ufe and commodity of them, thanto behonoured, refpected and fuingly forght unto by 
his friends and kinstolkes, and that age having bereaved him of all other forces, it wasthe 
onely remedy he had left to maintaine himfelfe in authority with his houfhold, and keepe 
him from falling into contempt and difdaine ofall the world. And truly according to Art 
fretlenot only old-age, buteach imbecillicy, isthe promoter,and motive of covetoufuelle, 
That isfomething,but it is a remedy for an evill, whereof the birth fhould have beene hin- 
dered; and, breeding avoyded. That father may truly be faid miferable, that holdeththe 
affection of hischildren tied unto him by no other meanes than bytheneed they have of 
hishelpe,or-want of his affiftance,ifthat may be termed afteétion :.A man fhouldyeeld rp 
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1 deciniconaabaninnanile stele ahernenchorsmeesinintinenatinimulifgyreseon nme. Ration 
Selferefpettable by vertue and fufficiency,and ansiable by his goodneffc,and, gentleneffe of WAN 
ners. The very cinders of fo-tich armatter, have their value: fo have the bones and tcliques 
efhonourablemen, whom we hold in refpeét.and revercace. No age canbe focrazed and 
drooping ina man that hath lived hononrably, but mult needs prove venerable, and efpe- 
cially unto his children, whofe mindes ought fo to be direéted bythe parents, that redton 
and wifdome, not neceffity and.nced, nor rudenefie anid compulfion,may make them know 
and performe their duties 
—— © errat longe,mea quidem fententia; Ter. Adelph. aff. 
Qui imperinm credat effe graviius ant frabilings U. fete 8. 39 
‘ Vi quod fit; quam illud quod amicitia adjnngitur. 
m Iu mine opinion he doth much miftake, 
‘ Who, that command more grave,more firme dothtake, 
It Which forcedoth gee,than that which friend {hips make. 
' T utterly condemne all manner of violence inthe education of a young {piric, brought up 
to honour and liberty. There isa kind of flavifhoeffe in churlith-rigor,and fervility in cora- 
pulfion ; and Thold, thatrhar which cannor be compalfed by reafon, wifdone and difcretion, 
can never be attained by farce and conftrains So was | brought up : they tell mee, that in all 
my youth, I never feltrod but twice,and that very lightly. And what education i hayc had 
my felfe, the fame have J given my children, Butfuch is my.illhap, that they dye all yery 
yong :yet hath Leonora my only daughter elcaped this misforcune, and attained cothe age 
of fix yeatts,and fonrewhat more: for the condus of whofe youth, and, punifhinens of her 
cHildith faults (rhe indulgence of her mother applying it felfe very inildcly unto it) wasne- 
i ver other meanes ufed but gentle words,And were my defire fruftrate there are divexfe other 
4 caufes to take hold of, without reproving my difcipline, which I know.to be juttand natu- 
rall.I would alfo have beene much more religious in that towards male-children,nor. borne 
toferve as women,and of a freer condition. I fhould have loved to have fored their thinde 
with ingenuity and liberty. Ihave feenc no other effects in rods, butte make childrens 
mindes more remifle, or morc malicioufly head-ftrong, Defire we to be loved of our chil 
dren ? Will we remove all occafions from them.to with our death ? (although.no occafion 
of fo horribleand unnacurall wifhes,can either be juft or excufable) nullums {oelus rationem 
habetsno illdeed hath a good reafon. 
oS 
Lect us reafonably accommodate their life, with fuch thingsas are in our power. And 
P therefore fhould net we marry fo young,that our age do ina manner coafound it felfe with 
| theirs, For,this inconvenience doth unavoidably ca{t usinte many difficulties, and encom- 
brances, This I {peake,chiefly unto nobility, which is ofan idle difpofition,or loitering con. 
“7 dition,and which (as we fay) liveth only by her lands or rents: for elfe, where life Aandeth 
upon gaine;pluralicy and company of children isan eafefull furtherance of liusbandt y-They 
( are ds Many n¢w implements to thrive,and in{truments to grow rich, I was married at thir- 
\ ty yeares of age,and commend the opinion of chirty-fi ve;which is {aid to be Arifforles.Pia- 
y ro would have noman married before thirty, and hath good reafon to fcotfe at them chat 
will defer ic till after fifty-five,and then marry;and condemneth their breed.2s uo worthy of 
lifeand fulenance. Thales appointed the belt limits, who by his mother,being inftantly ur- 
ged to marry whileft he was young, an{wered that it wasnot yet time ; and when he came 
to be old, he faid, it was.no more time. Aman muft refule Opportunity to every importunate 
action. The ancient Gaules deemed it 2 framefull reproach, ‘to have the acquaintance ofa 
woman before theage of twenty yeares; aad. did efpecially recommend unto men that 
fought to be trained up in warres,the carefull prefervation of their maiden-head untill they 
were of good yeares, forfomuch asby lofing it in youth,courages arc therby much weakned 
and greatly empaired and by copulation with women, diverted from all yertuous aétion, 
shor coginnte a gio wnetta fpofa; 
Lieto homai de'figl? erainvilsto 
Ne git affetti de padre & di merito. 
But now conjoyn’dtoa freth-{pringine fpoufe, 
Joy’ in his children,he was thought-abafed, 
In paffions twixe a Sire,and husband placed. 
Maleafes King of Thwnes, he whom the Emperour Charles the fifth reftored unto his 
owne 
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owne tate againe, was wont to upbraid his fathers memorie, for fo diffelurel y-frequenting 
of women, terming him 2 floven, effeminate, and a luftfullengenderer of children. The 
Greeke ftory doth note Jess the Taventine,Chry{o, Aftylus, Diopomus and others, whoto 
keep their bodies tovghand ftrong for the fervice of the Olympicke courfes,wreftlingsand 
fiach bodily exercifes they did,as long as they were poffefied with chat care,heedefully ab=, 
ftaine from all yenetianaéts, and touching of women. Ina certaine country of the Spanify 
Indses, no man was fuffered to take a wife, before he were. fortie yeares old, and women 
might marry atten yeares ofage. There is noreafon,neither is it convenient, that a Gentle~ 
jman of five and thirtie yeares,fhould give placeto his fone, that is but twenty : Forthen is 
the father asfeemely, and may afwell appeare, and fet himfelfe forward, in all manner of 
voyages of warres,afwell by land as fea,and doe his Princeas good fervice,in court,or elfe- 
where, as his fonne : Hehathneed ofall his parts, and oughttruly to impart them, but fo, 
that he forget not himfelfe for others : And to fuch may juftly that anfwer ferve, which fa. 
thers havecommonly in their mouthes : Iwill nor put off my clothes before I be ready to goe 
to bed.But a father ovcr-burthend with yeares, and crazed through ficknefle, and by reajon 
of weakneffe and want of health, barred from the common focietie of men, doth both 
wrong himtelfe,injure his,idely and tono ufé co hoord up, and keepe clofe a great heape of 
riches,and deale of pelfe. Heis in ftategood enough, if he be wife to have a defire to put off 
his clothes to goe to bed, I will not fay to his fhirt,but ro a good warme night-gowne, As 
for other pompe and trafh whereof hee hatlino longer ufeorneed ; hee ought willingly to 
diftribute and beftow them amongft thofe, to whom by naturall decree they oughttobe- 
long.Ic isreafon he fhould have the ufe,and bequeath the fruition of them,fince nature doth 
alfo deprive him ofthem, otherwife without doubr there is both envy and malice ftirrings 
The worthieft action,that ever the Emperour {bares the fifth performed was this, in imis 
tation of fome ancients of his quality, that he had the difcretion toknow, that reafoncoms 
manded us, to ttrip or fhift our felves when our cloathes trouble and arc too heavy for us, 
and that it ishigh time to goe tobed, when our legsfaileus. He refigned his meanes, his 
greatnefle and Kingdometo his Sonne, at what time he found his for:er undanted refolu 
tion to decay, and force to conduct his affaires,to droope in himfelfe,together with the glos 
ty he had thereby acquired. 
Solue [ene[certems mature fanus equum, ne 
Pescet ad extremum ridendus,@ ilia ducate 
If you be wife,the horfe growne-old betimes caft-off, 
Lefthe at laft fall lame, foultcr, and breed a skofte. 
This faule, fora mannotto be ableto know himfelfe betimes, and not to fecle the im- 
puiffance and extreme alteration, that agedoth naturally bring, both to the body and che ~ 
minde (which in mine opinion is equall ,iftheminde havebut onc halfe)hath loft che rept 
tation of themoft part of the greateft men inthe world. Ihavein my dayes both feene and 
familiarly knowen fomemen of great authority, whom a man mighteafily difcerne, tobe 
ftrangely fallen from that ancient fufficiency, which I know by the reputation they had 
thereby attained unto in their belt yeares. I could willingly for their honors fake have witht 
themat home about their owne bufie(le,difcharged ftom all negotiations of the common 
wealth and employments of war, that were no longer fit for them.I have fometimes beene 
familiar ina Gentlemans houfe,who was both an oldman and a widdower, yet lufty of bis 
age. Thistman had many daughters marriageable, anda fonne growne to mans ftate,and 
ready to appeare inthe world;a thing that drew-on,and was the caute of great charges,and 
many vifitations, wherein hetooke bur little pleafure, not only for the continuall care hee 
had to fave, but more by reafon of his age, hee had betaken himfelfe toa manner of life farre 
different from ours. I chanced one day to tell him fomewhatboldly(as my cuftome is that 
it would better befeeme him to give us place, and sefigne his chiefe houfeto his fonne (for 
he had no other mannor-houfe conveniently well furnifhed )- and quictly retire himfelfero 
fome farme of his, where no man might trouble him;-or difturbe his reft, fiance he could 
not etherwife avoid our importunitie, feeing the condition of his children ; who after= | 
ward followed my counfell, and found “ew cafe by it, Itisnotto befaid that they have 
any thiag giventhem by fuch a way of obligation, which aman may not recall againe : 
J, that am geady to play fach apart, would give over unto them the full ilens — 
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endihip, asd unfained good wiil to. vards me, A thing caf ily obtain edamoneft 


ne mindes ; For »ifthey prove, or be fuch furl y-fuurious beafts, or givento chutlith 
edience,as our ag bringeth forth thoufands th icy muftas beafts be hated 328 churls neu 


ea and as ¢ degen erate avoid ed. Thar ethiscu ftome, to forbid children to call their fan 
thers father,and fo teach hem another ftr rapgename,as of more reverence: As jf nature 
hot fui ly provided for our a ithoritie, We all God-almight y y byt 1¢ -hame of fathey 
and dif DU n fhould « have reformed thi faul 

hold. Tr is alf folly andi julticeto dey dren, efpec ally bei 

their fathers { liliatitie,and everto thew th iema furly, a uftere, or nef coun. 
tenance » hoping thereby to keepethem in awfull feare and dutce For, itis a 


“ay unprofitable procecding, and which maketh fathers ytkefon me unto cl hi hildren. and 
whichis worf °tidiculous. The 


ney have you ich and (tren ethin their hanc ds,a AIC dconfequently, 
e breath and é VOI 


th uroft a — ~ with mocke: rie and contemp Freceivethete chur- 
lith fierce. and tyrannical] countena es, froma man that hath 0 lufty bloud left him, nej« 
ther in his heart t,norin his vaines: mee rebug- beares, at ad fcar-crowes, to feat e birdes with 
all. If it lay in my por ver tomake my felfe feared; had rather make my { felfe he loved. Ther 
are fom any forts of defeétsin ave, and {> much impuiflance: Itis fofubj ject to contemp 
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apons, Thave knowen one whofe youth:-had bene ees 
gh, but v hen he came to mansage, alt 


and health as may be syet he chafeth he 


houeh hee liveinas good Pp light 
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biteth, as them 


, ne bra awleth shefighte eth. he fi weareth, and 
1emolt | oittrousand:empef tuoUs 17 naftero of Fraxceshe : frets and confumes Vins 
felfe with carkeand care and vigilar acy(al whichis buta 2 jugling and ground for hisfamiliar 
to play upon,and cozen him the mote ) as forhis goods, hi arners, his cellers, his coffers, 
yea his purte,, whilft him Ife ke epesthe key es ofthem clole | in his bofome, and under his 
boulfter, as charil ly as he dot! h his eyes, other enj joy and command the heute part oft hermes 
whilf he pleafeth and flattereth himfelfe, withtheniggardly {paring of histable, all goth 
to wracke,and is layifh! ly Wafted in divers corners of his houfe, in play,in riotous (pen ding, 
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and in foothingly entertaining the accompts ot tales of his vaine chafing, forefight and pro- 
viding. Every man watcheth and keepeth fentinell againft him, ifany filly or heedleffe fer= 
vant doe by fortune apply him felfe uncoir,he is prefently made to fufpect him: A quality on 
which age doth immediately bite of it (elfe. How many times hath he vaunted and applat- 
ding himfelfe toldme of the ftrict orders of his houfe,of his good husbandry, of the awe he 
kept his houfhold in, and of the exact obedience,and regardfull reverence he received of all 
his family, and how cleare-fighted he was in his ownc bufinefic: 

Ile folus ne{ctt omsnta. 

Of all thingsnone buthe, 


Aoft iguorant mutt be. 

[know noman that could produce more parts,both naturall and artificiall,fitto preferve. 
his mafterie, and to maintainc his abfoluteneffe, than hedoth; yet is hee cleane falne from 
themlike a childe. Therefore have I made choice of him, amongft many fuch conditions’ 
that I kaow, asmoft exemplare. It were amatter befeeming a {cholafticall queftion, whe- 
ther it be better fo,0r otherwife, In his prefence all.-things give place unto him. This vaine 
courfe is ever left unto hisauthority, that he is never gaine-faid. He is had.in awe, he isfea- 
red, hc is beleqwed, heis refpeéted his belly-full. Doth he difcharge any boy or fervant ?: 
he prefently cruffeth up his packe,thenis he gone ; but whither ? onely out of his fight, not - 
out ofhishoufe. The fteps of age are (0 flow, the fenfes fo troubled,the minde fo diftracted, 
that he fhalllive and doc his office, a whole yeare im one fame houfe, and never be percet- 
ved. And when fittime or occafion ferveth, Letters arc produced from farre places, humbly 
fuing, and pitifully complayning, with promifes to doe better,andto amend, by which he 
is brought into favour and office againt. Doththe mafter make any bargaine, ot difpatch 
that pleafeth not ? itis immediatly fmothered and fupprefled, fooneafter forging caufes, 
and deyifing colourable excufes,to excufe the want of execution oranfwer, No forraine Let. 
cers being firft prefented unto him, he feeth but fuch as are fit forhis knowledge. If perad~ 
venture they comeunto his hands,as he that trufteth fome oneof his mento reade them unto 
him,he will prefently devife what hethinketh good, whereby they often invent, that ficha 
one feemeth toaske him forgiveneffe,that wrongeth him by his Letter. Toconclude, he ne- 
yer lookes into his owne bufineffe, but by a difpofed, defigned and as much as may be plea~ 
fing image, (o contrived by fuchas are about him, becaufe they will not Rirreup his choler, 
move hisimpatience, and exafperate his frowardnefle. I have feene under different formes, 
many long and conftant,and of like effeét ceconomics. It is ever proper unto women,to be 
readily bent to contradi&t and croffe their husbands. They will with might and maine. 
hand over head, take hold of any colour to thwart and withftand them : the firft excufe 
they meet with, ferves them asa plenary juftifieation. T have feene fome, that would in 
srofie fteale f-om their husbands ,tothe end (as they told their Confeffors) they might give 
the greater almes, Truft youto fuch religious difpenfations. They thinke no liberty to have, 
or managing to poffeffe fafficient authority, ifit come from their husbands confent: They 


mutt neceflarily ufurpe it, either by wily craftor maine force, and ever injurioufly, thereby 
to giveit more grace and authoritic. As in my Difcourfe, when it is again{t a poore old. . 
man,and for children,then takethey hold of this Title, and therewith glorioufly ferve their 
turne and paffion,: and as inacemmon fervitude, eafily ufurpe and monopolize againft his 
government and domination, If they be men-children, tall, of good fpirit and forward, 
then they prefently fuborne, either by threats, force or favour, both Steward, Bailiffe, 
Clarke, Receiver, and all the Fathers Officers, and Servant. Such as have neither wifenor 
children, doe mote hardly fall into this mifchiefe : but yet more cruelly and unworthily, 
Old Cato was wontto fay, So many fervants, fomany enemies. Note whether accordingte 
the diftance,that was betweene the purity of his age,and the corruption of ourtimes, hedid 
not fore-warne us,that V7ves, Children, ana Servants are to us fo many enemies. Well fits it 
decrepitude to ftoreus with the fweet benefit of ignorance and unperceiving facility wherte= 
with we aredeceived, 

If we did yeeld unto it, what would become of us > Doe wenot fee thateven then, ifwe 
have any fixits in law,or mattersto bedecided before Judges,both Lawyers and Judges,will 
commonly take part with, and favour our childrens caufes againftus, as men jatereffed in 
the fame ? And if] chance notto fpy, or plainely perceive how Lam cheated, cozoned and 

beguiled, 
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led, Imuft of neceffine diftover inthe end , how 
ee cozoned. And: fhall the tonsue of man ev 
fe'civil] bond 
Ipereciye tobe amoneft beafts fo vnfpotted, Oh with es 
ferye the fame! If others deceive me, yetdo Inor deceive my icife, to efteeme my telfe. 
ble, and of power tolooke vito my felfe s hor to trouble my braines ro celd my felfe yt 
it. I doc bewareand keepe my felfe fiom fich treafons , and cunny-catching in ming owne 
bofome, not by an ynguier, anid tumultuary curiofity » bur rather by 4 diverfion and rel 
tion. When I heare the {tateofany one reported or diftourfed of, I ainmufe not my {elte on 
tim, bue prefently caft mine eyes on my felfe;and all my Wits together, to fee in what {race I 
am, and how it‘goeth with me, What{ocver concerneth him, the fame hath relation tome. 
fixmmon vp.my fpirits thac Way. There ts xo day nor boure, 
but we (peake wat of others,we might properly (peake of our felves, could we as well enfold; ame 
can unfoldour confideration. And many Authours dee in this manner wound the protection of 
their caufe,by overarathly running againft that which they take hold-of,thitling fuch darts 
at theirenemi¢s chat might with much more advantage be caft at them, The Lord of Afon. 
fac, late one of the Lotd Marfhals of France, having loft his foune, who died in the Hand of 
Madera worthy, forward aad gallant young gentleman,and truely of good hope;ameneft 
other his griefes and regrets , did greatly move metocondole » the infinite difpleafure aiid 
hearts-forrow-thathe felt » Inafmuch as he had hever communicated and apened himfelfe 
voto him : for, with his auftere humour and continuall endevoring to hold a gtimme:. tern. 
fatherly gtavity over him, hehaddoft the meanes, perfectly tofinde and throughly to know 
hisfonne , and tomanifeR vote him theextreme affection he bare him j and the Worthy 
judgement he'made of his vertue,- Alas ( was he wontto fay ) the poore lad faw never any 
thing in me, butadevere-furlyscountenance § full ofdifdaine >and haply was poffefted with 
this conceit , that Icould neitherlove nor efteeme him according to his merits, Ay-me,to 
whom did I referye sto difcover thar fingular and loving affection ; which in my foule I bare 
yato him ? Wasitnot hethat fhould have had ali thepleafure and acknowledgement there. 
of ?.I have forcedand tormented my felfe comaintaine this vaine inaske, and have ytter] 
loft the pleafureof his converfation,and therw 


ithal his good will, which furely was butfainr- 
ly. cold towards me;forfomuch ashhenever received bur rude entertainementof mee¢,and ne. 
ver felt buta tyrannicali preceeding in me towards him. Jam of opinion , his complaint was 
reafonable and well groundeds For, as I know by certaine expericnce,thereis no comfort fo 
{weet in the loffe ef friends as that our owne knowledge or confciencetels y 
mitted to cell them everything! and expoftulate all matters yntg th 
Peticct and free communication vy iththem. Tellme my good friend, am I the better or the 
Wworfe by, havine a tafte of it?Surely I am much the better.His griefe doth both comfort anid 
honour mee, Isit nota religious and pleafing office of iny life , foreverto make he obfez 
Quies thereof? Cantherebe sny pleafire worth this privation ? Idoe ynfold and open my 
felfas much as Lecanto mineawne people,and willingly declarethe tate ofmy will and judg. 
ment toward them, a8 commonly Ldoe towards all men : J make hafte to produce and pres 
fentmy felfe,, for J. would haveno man miftake me, in What part foever. Amongtt othe: 
Patticular cultomes, which ei ancient Gauleshad., (as C@faraffirmeth) this-was one , chia¢ 
children never came before their fathers » MOK Were in any publike aflemmbly feene in their 
company , bus when they beganto bearearmes - 


; asifthey would infer » Chatthen wasrhis 
time, fathers thould admic 


thein tocheir acquaintanceand feaniliarity, I have alfo obferyed 
another kinde of indi<reti 
never-_hcinduced'to acc 


on infome fathers of our times; who during their ownelife, would 

juaint of impart vntotheir children;that thare or portion, which by 

the. Lawof Nature p they were tohavein their fortunes: Nay’, fome cheré are ; whoaftes 
their death bequeath:and commit the fame ; uctority's over them: and their goods , ynto 
their. wives, withfall power andlawto difpofeiofthem at their Pleafure. And iny felfe have 
Knowen.a Gentiemin » achiefe-officer ofotrcrowne , tharby tight and hope of fucceffion 
Chad helived wnto it ) WastOinherit dbove fifty thoufand-ctownes a yeete 200d Jand) who 
atthe age of more then fifty yeeresfell into fuck neceffiry anc: warity and was turf farrein 
debr,that he had hothing left bimn:, and-asitis fuippofed died for very need; whilefthis mos 
therin her extreme decrepitude 5 enjoyed all his landsand pofleffed all his foods , by vertiic 
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of his fathers will and teftament , who had lived very neere foure-fcore years. A ching (in 
my conceit) no way to be commended , but rather blamed. Therefore doe I thinke, chara 
man but little advantaged or bettered in eftate , who isable to liue of himfelfe , and is outof 
debe, efpecially if he have children, and goeth about to marry 3 wife, thacmuft have a great 
joynter out of bis lands , afluredly there isno other debr , that brings more ruine vnto hou. 
fes then that. My predcceffors have commonly followed this countell and fo liave [, and 
all have found oood by it. But thofe thatdiffwade vsfrom marrying ofrich wives, left they 
might prooveover difdainefull and peevith , or lefic tractable aod loving, are alfo deceived 
to make vsnegleét and for-goea reall commoditic , for fo frivolous a conjecture. To an vn. 
reafonable woman, it is all onecoft to her,whether they pafle ynder one reafon , or yndera- 
nother. They love to be where they are moft wronged. Injuftice doth allure them ; asthe ho_ 
nour oft heir vertuous actions enticeth the good. And by how much richer they are,fomuch 
more milde and gentle are they: as more willingly and glorioufly chafte,by how much fair- 
erthey are. Some colour of reafon there is, men fhould leave the adminiftration of their 
oodsand affaires vnto mothers , whileft their children are not of competent age, or fit ac- 
cording to the lawestomanage the charge of them : And ill hath their father brought them 
vp,ifhe cannot hope,thefe comming to yeares of difcretion,they fhal have no more wit,rea- 
fon, and fufh ciencie, than his wife , confidering the weaknefleof their fexe, Yet truly were 
it asmuch again{t nature , fo to order things, that mothersmuft wholy depend of their chil. 
drens difcretion, They ought largely and competently to be provided , wherewith to main- 
caine their eftate , according to the quality oftheir houfe andage : becaufe xeed and want is 
much morevnfeemely and bardto be induredin women,than in mex: Aud children rather than 
mothersought to be charged therewith. In generall,my opinion is,thatthe beft diftributi. 
onof goods , is when we die , todiftribute them according to the cuftome of rhe Country. 
The Lawes have better thought ypon thern than we:And better itisto let them erre in their 
cleGion, than for vs rafhly to hazard to failein ours. They arenot properly our owne, fice 
without vs, and by a civil prefcription , they are appointed to certaine fucceflours, And al- 
beit we have fome further liberty , I thinke it fhould bea great and moft apparant caufe to 
induce vsto take from one, and barre him from that, which Fortune hath allotted ‘him, 
and thecommon Lawes and Iuftice hath called him unto : And that againft réafon weea- 
bufethis liberty , by futing the fame unto ourpriuate humours and frivolous fantafies. My 
fortune hath beenegood , inafimuch as yet itnever prefented mee with any occafions, that 
might tempt or divert my affcctions from the common and lawful ordinance. J feefome, 
towards whom itis but labour loft,carefully to endevourto doc any good offices..4 ward it 
raken defaceth the merit of ten yeeres. Happy he, thatat thislaft paflage is ready to foorh 
and applaudtheir will. The next aGtion tranfporteth him ; notthe beft and molt frequent 
offices , butthe frefheft and prefent workethe deed. 1? are people that play with their 
wilsand teftaments,as with apples and rods,to gratificor c vaftize every action of thofe who 
yetend any intereft thereunto. Itisa matter ofover-long purfute , atid oftexceeding con- 
Fequanice at every.inftanceto bethusdilaced, and wherein the wifer fort efablith chemfelyes 
once for all , chiefely refpe@ing reafon , and publike obfervance. We fomewhat over-much 
take thefe mafculine fubfticutionsto hart,and propofe a ridiculouseterfity unto our names. 
Wealfoover-weight fuch vaine future conjectures , which infant-fpirits give-vs. It might 
eradventure have beene deemed injuftice,co difplace me from outmy rancke,becaufe Iwas 
thedulleft ,theflowelt , theynwillingct , and moft leaden-pated to learne my leffon or a- 
ny good, that ever was, not onely of all my brethren,butofall che children in my Countrie: 
were the leffon concerning any exercife of the mindeor body. Ie is foblie'to tric ani¢e txtra- 
orditiarie conclufions vpon the truft of their divinations , wherein we are fo often deecived. 
Tf this rule may be contradiéted , and the deftinies correéted , inthe choice they have made 
ofour heires , with fo much more apparence , may it bedone in confideration of fomere- 
markable and enormous corporal deformities. conftare and incorrigible vice ; and accor- 
ding toys great eftcemers of beautie; a matter of important prejudice. The pleafant dialogue 
of Platethe law-giver, with his citizens , will much honor this paflage. Why then (fay 
they) perceiving their end toapproch , fhall we not difpofeofthat which is our owne , to 
whom and according as we pleafe > Oh Gods what cuuelty is this > Thatie fhallnotbe 
law full for us, to give or bequeath more-or leffe according to our fantalies,, to fuch as have 
feryed 
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ferved us, and taken pines with us in our fickneffes, in our age, and inour bufines 2 To 
whom the Law- giver anfwereth in this manner ; My friends({aith he) who doubtleffe thalj 
thortly dic,itisa hard matter for you,both to know your {elves,and whatis yours,acco 
tothe Delphike infcription : As forme, who am the maker of your lawes, I am of 
thatneicher your felves are your owne, nor that which you enjoy, And bott 
goods, paft andro come,belong to your familie; and moreover both your families and your 
goods are the common wealths: Wherfore, left any flatterer,either in your age,or in time of 
ficknes, or any other paffion, fhould vnadviiedly induce you to make any unlawfull con. 
vayance or unjuft will and teftament, I willlooke to you and keepe you from it, Bur ha- 
ving an efpeciall re {pect both totheuniverfal] intereft of your Citie, and particular flate of 
your koufes, I will eftablith lawes,and by reafon make you perceive and confeffe that 4 par 
ticular commoditic ought to yeeld toa publike benefit. Fellow that courfe meerely, whereto 
humane neceffitie doth calli you. Tomeit belongeth, who have no more regard to one 
thing, than to another,and who as much as J can,take care for the general, te havea repard. 
fuil refpegt of that which you leave behind you, Butro returne to my former difcourfe, me 
thinkes, we feldome feethat woman borne, to whomthe {uperioritic or majeftie over men 
is duc,except the motherly and naturall ; volefleit be for thechaftifement of fuch,as by fone 
fond-febricicant humor haye voluntarily fubmitted themfelves unto then : Buftthat doth 
nothing conceme old women, of whom we {peake here. It isthe apparance.of this confi. 
deration, hath madeus to frame, and willingly to eftablith this law (never fcene elfewhere) 
that barreth women from the fucceffion of this crowne, and there ate few principalities in 
the world where itis notalleaped,afwelas here,by ailikely and apparantreafon which authes 
rifeth the fame. But fortune hath given more credit unto it in fome places, than in other 
fome. Itisdangerous to leave the difpenfation of our fucceffion unto their judgement, ac- 
cording to thechoyfethey fhall make oftheir children, which is moft commonly unjuft and 
fantafticall, For, the fame unrulie appetite, and diftafted relith, or ftrange longings, which 
they have when they aregreat with child the fame haye they at al times in their minds, They 
are commonly feenc to affect the weakeft, the fimpleft and moft abject, or fich(ift hey have 
any) that had more need to fucke, For, wanting reafonable difcourfe to chufe, and embrace 
what they ought,they rather fufter themfelves to be-direéted, where natures impreffions are 
moft fingle,as ocher creatures, whichtakeno longer knowledge oftheir youngones,thanthey 
are fucking. Moreover, experience doth manifeftly fhew unto us, that the fame naturall af. 
fection, to which weafcribe fo muchauthoritie, hath but a weake foundation, For a yer 
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ofours ; Doe we nor often procure them to bequeath their children to fome fond, filthie, 
fluctifh, and vohe: trce, to whom we would be very loth to commit outs, orto fome 
brutith Goat, not « nely forbidding them to nurce and feed their owne children (what 
danger foever may betide them) but alfo to have any care of them, to theend they may the 
more diligently follow, and carefully attend the fervice of ours ? Whereby wee foone fee 
through cuftome acertaine kinde of baftard-affection to be engendred in them, mote vez 
hement than the natural]. and to bemuch more tender and carefull for the welfare and prt. 
fervation of other mens childien, than fortheirowne. And the reafon why I have made 
mention of Goats, is, becaufe it is an ordinarie thing round about me where J dwel 
thecountrie women,when they have notimilke enough to feed their infants with thei 
breafts, to call for Goats to helpethem, And my felfe havenow two lackies wa 
ome, who except it were eight daiesnever fuck»: other milkethan Goats ; They are pres 
fently to come at call, and give young infants fucke, and become fo well acquainted with 
their voice, that when they heare them crie, they runne forthwith unto them, And ifb 
chance they have any other child purto their teats, than their nurfcling, they refiife and 
reject him, and fo doth thechilde a ftrange Goat, My felfe faw that one not long fince, 
from whom the father tooke a Goat, which he had facked two or three daies, becaufe he 
had but borrowed it of one ofhis neighbours, who could never be induced to fucke any o- 
ther, whereby he fhortly died; andas J verily thinke, of incere hunger Beafts aswell aswe dee 
Soone alter, and cafily baftardize their natnrahaffettion. | beleeve, that in that, which Herm 
dotus ceporteth of a certain ‘province of Lidia, there often followeth great crror and mifta~ 
king, Refaith, that men dec indifferently ufe, and as it were in common frequent Women 3 
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And that the childe as fooneas he is ableto goc , comming to any folemne meetings and 
great aflemblics, led by a naturall inftind, findeth outhis owne father : where being turned 
Yoofe in the middeft ofthe nultitude, looke what man thechilde doth firft addrefie his fteps 
unto, and then gcc to him, the fame is ever afterward reputed to be his right father. Now if 
we hall duly confider this fimple occafion of loving our children, becaufe we havebegotten 
them , for which we call them our other felves. It fecmes there is another produétion com~ 
ming from us, and which is of nolefle recommendation and confequence. Fer whit we 
engender by the minde, the fiuits.of our courage, fufficiencie,or fpirit, are brought forth by 
a far more noble part, than the corporall , and are more ourowne. Weare both father and 
mother together in this generation : fuck fruits coft usmauch dearer, and bring us more ho- 
nour, and chiefly ifthey haveany good or rare thing in them. For the value of our other 
children,is much more theirs, than ours. T he (hare we havein them is but little ; but of thefe 
all the beautie,all the grace,and all the worth is ours. And therefore doe they reprefent, and 
refemble us much more lively than others. Plato addeth moreoyer,thatthefe are immortall 
iffues,and immortalize their fathers, yea and deifiethem, as Lécur, s,Solon,and Minos, Alt 
hiftories being full of examples of this mutuall friendfhip of fathers coward their children, 
I havenot thought it amifle to fet downe fore choicc one of this kinde. Helsodorus thar 
good Bifhop of 7r#cea, loved rather to lofe the dignity, profit and devotion of fo venerae 
blea Prelatefhip, than to foregoe bis daughter, 2 young womanto this day commended for 
hirbeaurie, but haply fomewhat more curioufly and wantonly prankedeup than befece 
med the daughter ofa churchman and a Bifhop, and of over-amorous behaviour. There was 
one Labienus in Rome,a man of great worth and authority, and amongft other commendae 
le qualities, moft excellentin all maner of learning, who(as I thinke was the forne of that 
great Labienus, chicfe of all the captaines that followed and were under Cafar in the warres 
againit the Gaules,and who afterward taking great Pompeys part , behaved himfelfe fo vali. 
antly and fo conftantly, that ke never forfooke him vntill Cafar defeated him in Spaine, 
This Labienus of whom Ifpake, had many that envied hisvertues 5 But aboyeall (as itis 
likely)courtiers, and fuchas in his time were fayored of the Emperors, who hated his franke 
neffe, his fatherly humors, and diftatte he bare ftill againft ryrannie, wherewith it may be 
fuppofed he had ftutfed his bookesandcompofitions. His adverfaries vehemently purfued 
him before the Magiftrate of Rome, and prevailed fo far, thatmany of his works which he 
had publifhed were condemned to beburned. He wasthe firft.on whom this new example 
of punifhment was.put in practice, which after continued long in Rome, and was exec 
ee on diyers others, to punith learning, ftudies, and writings with death and confuming 
fire. There were neither meanes ae or matter fufficient of crueltie, unleffe we had en- 
termingled amongft them things, which nature hath exempted from all fenfeand fuffe~ 
» rance,as reputation, and che inventions of our minde; and except we cominunicated corpo- 
rall mifchiefes unto difciplines and monuments ofthe Mufes. Which loffe Labienuscould 
not cidure, nor brooke.to furvive thofe his deare, and highly-eftcemed iffues: And there. 
fore caufed him(elfe to be carried and fhut up alive within his aunceftors monument,w here, 
with a dreadlefie refolution, heat once provided, both to kill himfelfe and be buried toges 
ther. Itis hard tofhew any more vehement fatherly affection, than that. Caffins Severus, a 
moft eloquent man, and his familiar friend, feeing his Bookes burnt, exclamed, that by the 
fame fentence hee fhould cherewithall be condemned to be burned alive, for hee ftill bare 
and kept in minde, what they contained inthem. A like accident happened to Geruxtine 
Cordus, Who wasaccufed to have commended Brutus and Caffins in his Bookes. That bafe, 
fervile, and corrupted Senate, and worthie of a farre worfe mafter than Toberins adjudged 
his writings to be confumed by fire. And he was pleafed toaccompany them in their death; 
for, hepined away by abftaining from all manner of meat. That notable man, Lacave,be- 
ing adjudged by that lewd varlet Were to death;at the latter end of his life,whenal his bloud 
was well-nigh Spent from out the veines of hisarme,which by hisPhyfitian he had caufedto 
be opened, to haften his death, and thata chilling cold began to {eizethe uttermoft parts of 
his limbes, and approch his vital {pirits, the laftthing head in memory, was fome of his 
owne-verfes, written in his booke of the Pharfalsan wartes, w hich with a diftiné voice hee 
repeated, and fo yeelded up the ghoft, having thofe laft words in his mouth. What was thet 
uta kinde, tender, and fatherly farwell which hetooke of his children ? reprefenting the 


laft 
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ne laf adiewes, and parting imbracements, which at our death we give vncto our deareit iflues 2 
ANY . n ey = : '- . ° . bs : a ; 
th And an effect of that natural inclination, which in that la(t extremity puts us innrindeot 
sui thole things, which ineur life-time we have held deareft and moft precious > Shal] we ima. 
Ow 5”? ‘ Spa ORES : r 3 
gine thar £ icurus, Who (as himfelfe faid) dying tormented with the extreme paine of the 
ie chollik, had all his comfort in the beauty of the doétrine which he left behinde him inthe 
Wille = “ 


a world, would have received as much contentment of a number of well. borne, and bette 
i bred childien (if he had had any) as hedid oft 


tera 
he produétion of his rich compofitions > And 
ifit had beene in his choife, to leave behind hit 


n, eithera counterfeit, de formed,orill-borne 


childe, or a foolith, ti iviall, and idle booke,not onely he, but all men in the world befides of 
like learning and {ufficienc would much rather have chofen to incurre the former than 
o 7? 


the later mil 


liefe. ‘It inight peradventure be dcemed impiety, in Saint Anguftine (for ex- 
ample-fake)ifon the one part one fhould propofe unto him, ro bury all his bookes, whence 


our religion reeeiveth fo much good, or to interre his children (if in cafe he had any) that 
he would not rather chufe to bury his children, or the iflue of hisloynes, than the fruits of 
his miade.. And J wotnot well, whether my felfe fhould not much racher defire to beget 
and produce a perfectly-well-fhaped, and excellently-qualited infant, by the acquaintance 
of the Mufcs, than by the copulation of my wife. Whatfoeyer I give to this, letthe world 
allow ofit asir pleafe, | give itas purely and ixrevocable,as any man can giveto his corporal 
children. That little good which J have done him, isne longer in ny difpofition, Hema 
krow many things,that my felfe know no longer,and hold of me what Icould not hold m 
f{dfe sand which/ityeed fhould require) I muft borrow of him as ofa firanger. If be wifer 
han he, he isricher than I. There are few men Sven unto Poefie, thar wou 


Id not citeeme ie 
ct for a greater honour, to bethe fathers of Virgils Eneidos, than of the goodlici voy in 
Ne Rome, and that wouldnotrather endurethe lotic ofthe one than the perfhing of the other, 
fou For, according to e4riforle Of allworkemen, th 


© Poets préncipally the mos* amorous 0 of his 
produttions and conceited ofhis Labours: {vis noreafieto be beleeved that Epaminondas,who 
vanted to leave forme daughters behind him,which unto all pofterity,fhould one day hi hly 
honour their father (they werethe two famous victonies, whieh he had gained ofthe Lac 


Ce 
demonians) would ever have giyen his free conf 


ent, to changethem, with the befteborne , 
moft gorgeous, and goodlie(t damfels of all Greece ¢ or that Alexander and Cefar, did ever 
with to be deprived ofthe greatnefle of their glorious deeds of warre, 
to have childrenand heires of their owne bodies, how abfoliiel y-perfe 
plithed fo everthey tnight be. Nay, Imakea great queftion, w 


for the commodity 
t,and well accom. 
hether Phidsas or any other 


nll excellent Statuary world as highly efteeme,and dearely lovethe prelervation, and fucceflea 
ate full continuance of hisnaturall children,as he would.an exquilite and’ match-lefleay rought 
ts Image, that with lone Gudy, and diligent care hehad perfected according unto art, Andas 
0 concerning thofe vicious and furious paffions, which fomerimes have inflamed fome fathers 
ul to theloye of their daughters, or mothers towards their fonnes; the very fame, and more 
ote pattially. carneft is alfo found in this other kinde of childe. bearing and aliance, Witneffe 
tt that which is reported of Pigmalion, who having curioufly framed ‘a goodly ftatue, ofa mof 
5 fingularly-beauteous woman, was fo ftrange- fondly, and paflionately {urprifed with the 
4 | luftfull love of his owne workmanfhip, thatthe Gods through his faging importunity were 
te faine in favour of him to give it life 


Tentatum moll-(cie ebur, pefiogue rigore 
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AS heaffaid it, th’yvorie foftned much, libto. 383, 
And (nardneffe left) did yceld to fingerstouch, 
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Ofthe Parthians Armes. 
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i T i6 @vitious, fond fafhion of heNobility and Gentry of our age, and fullofnice-tender- 
helic, heverto dctake them rm¢s, except upon fore urgent and extreme necef- 
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firic ; and to quit them as foone as they perceive the leaft hope or apparance, that the danger 
is palt : Wheace enfue many diforders, and inconveniences : For, every one running and 
calling for his armes w henthe alarum is given, fome have not yct buckled their cuirace, 
whien their fellowes are already defeated. Indeed our forefathers would have their Caske, 
Lanc ¢, Gantlets, and Shields carried, but fo long as the fervice lafted, themfelves would ne- 
yer leave-offtheir other peeces. Our troopesare now all confounded and difordered, by 
reafon of bag and baggage, of carriages, of lackies, and foot-boies, which becaufe of their 
maftersarmes they carry,can never jeavethern. Titus Livins, (peaking ofthe French, faith, 
Tnrolerantiffinsa laborts corpora vix armahumeris gerebant. Their bodses moSt inspatient of 
Libour could hardly beare armour 08 their backes. Divers Nations, as they didin former 
times, fo yet at this day, arefeenc to goc to the warres, without any thing aboutthem, or if 
they had, it was of no defence ; but were all naked and bare. 

Tegmina queis capitumn rapt xs de [ubere cortex 

Whofe caske to cover alltheir head, 

Was made of barke from Corke-tree fiea’d. ‘ 

Alexander the moft daring and hazardous Captainthat ever was,did very feldomearme 
himfelfe: And thofe which among tits neglect them, doe not thereby much empaire their 
reputation. Ifany man chance to be flaine for want ofan armour, there are as many mnvort . 
that mifcary with the over-heavy burthen oftheir armes,and by themareengaged,and by — 
3 counterbufte are biufed, or otherwife defeated. For intruth to fee the unweildy wephent 
our and their thickneffe, itfeemeth we but endevour to defend our felves, and we are rather 
charged than covered by them. Wehave enough to doe, toendure the burthen of them, 
atid arefo engived and fhackled in them, as if we wereto fight but with the fhocke or brunt 
ofour armes:And as if we wereasmuch bound to defend them, asthey to thield us. Cornes 
linus Tacitus doth pleafantly quip and jeftatthe men ef war of ourancient Gaules, fo armed 
only to maintaine themfelves, as they that have no meane,cither to offend orto be offerided, 
or to taife themfelves being overthrowne. Luxcullus feeing certaine Median men atarmes, 
which were inthefront of Tigranes Army, heavily and ynweildily armed, as in an ‘tok 
prifon, apprehended thereby an opinion, that he mighteafily defeatthem, and begaa ee: 
charge them firft,and gotthe victory. And now that our Muskettiers, are in fuch credit, I 
thinke we fhall havefome invention foundtoimmure us up, thatfo wemay be warranted 
from them,and to traincus to the warres in Skonces andBaftions,as thofe which our fathers 
catfed to be carried by Elephants. A humour farredifferent from that of Scipio the younger 
who fharply reprooved his fouldiers, becaufe they had :feattered certaine Calthrops ara 
the water alongft a dike, by which thofe of the Townethat he befieged might fal ly out 
upon him, faying; that thofe which afjailed, foould refolve ro encerprifeand nat to feare: And 
had fomereafonto feare, thatthis provifion might fecure and Jull their vigilancy afleepe to 
guard themnfelves. Moreover he faid to a young mas, thar fnewed him a faire fhield he had; 
Indeed good youth, itisa faire ont; but « Roman fouldier onght to have more confidence in 
hisright hand, thanin hislefi. Icis onely cuftome that makes the burthen ofour armes in- 
tolerableunto us. 

L'ufbergain doffo haveane,@ V’elmso ix tefta; 
Due ds queli guerrier de i gualsio canto, 
Ne notte odi depo ch’ entraroinquefta 
Stanza, gl’ havean wea meffi dacanto ; 
Che facste aporsar come ba vefta 
Eralor, perchein vf@ Vhavean tante. 
Cuiraffe on backe did thofe two warriors beare , 
And caske on head, of whom I make report, 
Nor day, nor night, after they entred there, 
Had they them laid afide frome their fippore : 
They could with cafe them asa garment weare, 
; For long time had they ufde them in fach fort. 

‘The Emperour Caracalla in leading of hisArmy was ever wontto march afoot armed at 
all aflaiee@ The Roman foormen caried ‘aot their moriors, (word and target only,as for other 
aimes (faith Cseero) they were fo accuftomed to'weare thena continually, that they hindered 

them 
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( ‘hem no more than their limbs: Arma enim, membra wmilitis effe dicunt :for they fay arinot 
and weapon, area fouldierslimbs. But therewithal fuch viduals as they fhouid need for 4 
fortnight and a certaine number of ftakes , tomake their rampards or palifadoes with ; fo 
much as weighed threefcore pound weight. And Afarizg his fouldiers thus loden, inarching 
in batcal-array, were tavghtto march five leagues in five houres, yea fix ifneed required. Their 
military difcipline was much more labourfome than ours : So did it produce far diferente 
effects, Scipiothe yonger reforming his army in Spaine , appointed his fouldiers to eatind 

% meat but ftanding, and nothing fodden or rofted. It is worth the remembrance how a Lace. 

wi demonian fouldier being in an expedition of warre, was much noted and blamed , becaufe 
hee was once feene to feeke for fhelter vnderahoufe: 7 hey were fo hardened to endure all 


ves, and 
noteth it fo much the more, by how much it-was far different from the Romans. They had 


e feathers, 


ftrong,coue- 
¢ iron plates fo 


rf Flexilis indnttis hamatuy lamina mewebriz, 
Horribilis vifis, credas fimmulasta movers _ - Ruff, 
" Ferrea, cognatogne viros [pirare metallo. 3 a 
‘ ParVeftitus equis,ferrata Sronte minattur, 
” Ferrate {gue movent fecuri uulueris armos. 
The bending plate is hook’t en limbes ore-fpread, 
Fearefull to fight, fteeleima ges feem’d lead, 
And mento breathe in mettall with them bred F 
a Like furniture for horfe, with fteeled head , 
/ They threat, and fafe from wound, 
Withbarr'd limbs tread the ground ; . 

Loc-heere a defcription , much refembling the équipage of a ee French<man ae 

| armes., with all his bards. Plutarkereporteth that Demetrius caufe two Armourstobe 
made, each one weighing fix {core pounds , the onc for himfelfe > the othet for Alcinzs 


the chiefe man of war, that was next tohim » Whereas all common Armeurs weighed but 
} 
threefcore, 
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] Make no doubt bur it thall often befall me to{peake of things, which are betrer,and with 

more truth handled by fuch asare their crafts-mafters. Here is fimply an Effay of my na- 
turallfaculeies ,and no whit of thofe Thaveacquired. And he that fhall tax me with igno- 
rancey fhall haveno great victory at my hands; for hardly.could } give others reafon for 
my difcourfes thar give none vnto my felfe ,and am not well fatisied withthem, Hethar 
thallmake fearch after know ledge,let him feckeit' where it is:thereis nothing T profeffe leffe. 
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 "Phefearebusay fantafies, by which | endervour not to make things knowen., but my felfe, 
They may, haply onc day be knowen vnto me , OF have bin at othertimes,according, 4s fore 
taine hath brought me where they were declared or manifefted. But. ] remember chem ne 
mort. Andif [ibe a man of foie reading , yet Lam aman ofno remembring , I conceive 
nocextainty , except it bee to give notice » how farce the knowledge I have of it', doth 
now reach... Let no man bufie himfelte about the matters , but on the fafhion I give them. 
Let that which Lborrow befurvaied, and then tell me whether. 1 have made good choice 
of ortyaments , to beautific and fet foorth the invention , which ever comesfrom mee. For, 
Imakeotherssto relate (novafter mine owne fantalie, but as it beft fallech our) what cane 
not fo well exprefic, eithes through vnskill of language, or want ofjudgement.. I number - 
not my borrow ings,but k weighthem. And if I would have made their number to preyaile, 
I would have had twice asmany- They areall, or almott, all of fo famous and. ancient 
names that methinks they {uficiently name themfelves without mee, Ifinreafons ,com- 
parifons and arguments», I tranfplant any into my foile , or confound them with mine 
owne , Tpurpoiely concealethe Author , thereby to bridle the rafhneffe of thefe haftiecen= 
fures , that are {o headlong caft vpon all manner of compofitions , namely young writings, 
of men yet living 5 and invulgare , that admitall the world totalke ofthem , and which 
feemeth to convince the conception and publike defignealike. I will have chem to give Pid 
tarch abob ypon mune owne lips, and vex themfelves , in wronging Sexeca in mec, My 
wicakeneflemult behidden ynder fuch great credits. 1 will love him that fhal trace , orya< 
featherme; Emeane through cleareneile of judgement ,and by the onely diftinction of the 
force and beautic of my Difcourfes, For my felfe , who for want of memoric , amever to. 
feeke, how to tric and refhpethem, by the kno wledge of their country jknowe perfectly, by 
meafuring mine owne firength , that my foyle isno way capable, of fome over-pretious i 
wers, thattherin I find fer, aud thatall the fruits of my encreafe could not makeit ame me 
This am | bound toanfwer-for, if J hinder my felfe, if there be eithet vanitic,or fauleinmy- 
Dicourfes, that I perceive not or am notable to difcerne, if they be faewed me. For, ma- 
ny faults doe often efcape our eyes ; but the infirmitie of judgement confifteth in not being 
able to perceive them , when another difcevereth them yato vs. Knowledge and truth may 
be in ys without jud gemcnt, and we may haye judgement withou rthem :Yea,theacknow= — 
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ledgement of ignorance , is one of the beft and fureftreftimonies ef judgement that I can ah a 
finde. have no other Sergeant of band to.marfhall my rapfodies, than fortune, And looke 
how my humours or conceites prefent them-felves, fo] fhuffiethem yps Sometimes they — 
reafe out thicke arid three-fold; and other, times they come out languifhing one by ont. - 
J will bavemy naturalland ordinarie pace feene as loofe,and 25 fhuffling as it is, AsIam,fol 
oc on plodding. And belides, thefe are matters , that aran may not be ignorant of, and 
rafhly and cafually to {peake ofthem. I would wifhto have amore perfect voderftanding 
of things,but I willnot purchal¢ it (0 deaxe, as it colt.My intention isto paffe the remainder 
of my life quietly , and notlaborioufly if reft; andnotin care. There is nothing I will trou- 
bleor vex my felve about\, nonotfer Scienge it felfe , what eficeme foever it be-of. Idoe 
not {earch and tofleover Books ; but fer ait honefter recreation to pleafe.,and paftimeto des 
lightmy felfe: or if I ftudit , I onely endevout to find out the knowledge that teacheth or 
handleth the knowledge of my felfe,' and which may inftruét me how to die well,and how 
tolive well. : 
Has meus ad metas [udet oportet equi 
Properts lege ele My horfe muft {weating ruane, 
1. 70 That this goale may be wonne. 
Tfin reading I fortuneto mect with any difficult points , 7 fret not my felfe about them, 
but after Ihave giuen them a charge or TWO, Lleave them as I foundthem.ShouldI earneft- 
ly pled vpon them I fhould loofe both time and my felfe; for I have a skipping wit.What I 
(eervor at the firtt view, 1 fhalbleie fee it,if I opinionate my felfe vpon it.Idoe nothing with= 
outblithneffe ; and an over'ob {titiate continaation and plodding contention doth dazledul 
and weary the (atric: My figheischereby confounded ahddiminithed Imutt therefore with- 
deawsit,,” and’at fittes goc to itagaine. Evenastojudge well of the lufire of {Carict were 
tatight to caft our eyes our it} inrunning it over by divers glances, fodaine glimpfes,and re- 
jxerated reprifirigs. Ifone booke ferme ceciious ynto me, brake another which ifollow oes 
Wit 
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with any earneftneffe,except it be at fuch houresas Tam idle,or thatlam weary with doing 
nothing; | am not greatly affected to new books, becaufe anciciie Authors arein my judoe- 
ment more fulland pithy: noram I much addi@ed to Greeke beoks, forafmuch as my un- 
derflanding can well rid his worké with achildith and apprentife intelligence. Among(t 
moderne bookes meerly pleafant. I elteerne Bocace his Decamerou, Rabelais, and the kiffes 
of Joha the fecond (ifthey may be placed under this title) worth the paines-taking to reade 
them, As for 4asadésand {ach like trath of writings, they had never the credit fo much asto 
allure my youth to delight inthem, This I will fay more, either boldly or rathly, that this 
old-and heavie-pafed minde of mine, will no more be pleafed with Ariftotle;or tickled with 
good Oud: his facility,and quaint inventions, which heretofore have fo ravifhed me, the 
can nowa dayes f{Carcely entertaine me: I {peake my minde freely of allthings, yea of fuch 
as peradventure exceed my {ufficiencie, and thatno way I hold to be of my jurifdiation, 
What my conceit is of them, is alfo to manifett the proportion of my infight, and not the 
meafure of chings. Ifa: any time I finde my felfe diftafted of Platoes A xiochus;as of a force- 
es worke,due regard had to fuchan Author, my judgement doth nothing beleeve it felfe : Te 
isnot fo fond. hard y,or felfe-concei' ed,as it durft dareto oppote it felfe againft the authori- 
ty of fo many other famous ancient judgements, which he reputeth his regents and mafters, 
and with whom hee had rather erre. Hechafech with, and condemneth himfelfe, either to 
rely on the fuperficial] fenfe, being unable to pierce into the centre, orto yiew thething b 
fome falfe luftre. Ee js pleafed only to warrant himfelfe from trouble and unrulineffe : As 
for weaknefle he acknowledgeth and ingenioufly avoweth the fame.He thin kes to give a juft 
interpretation to the apparences which his conception prefents unto him, but they are fhal. 
Jowand imperfeé&t. Moft of 4 fopes fables haye divers fenfes, and feverall interpretations s 
ft Thote which ALysh glogizethem,chufe fome k inde of colour well-futing with the fable; but 
i for the moft part, it is no otherthan the firft and fuperficiall gloffe: There are others more 
quicke, more finnowie, more effentiall and more internall, into which they could never pes 
netrate; and thusthinke I with them. But to follow my courfe ; I haye ever deemed thatia 
Poelie Virgil, Lucretins,Catullusand Horace,doe doubtles by far hold the firt rankes and 
efpecially Virgil in his Georgiks, which I eReeme to be the moft accomplifhed peece of 
worke of Poeiie: In comparifonof which onemay eafily difcerne,that there ate fore paffa. 
ges inthe e€neidog, to whichthe Author (had he lived) would no doubt have given fome 
‘ review or correction : The fifth booke whereofis (in my mind)the moft abfolutely perfec, 
Talfo love Lacan, and willingly read hima, not fo much for his ftile, as for his owne worth, 
1 and truth ef hisopinion and judgement. As for good Terence, Tallow the quaintneffe and 
af grace of his Latineton< ue, and judge him wonderfull conceited and apt, livel 
- the motions and paffions ofthe minde,and the condition of ourmanners: 
4 me oftenremember him. I can never reade him fo often, bur ftill I difcover fome new grace 
f and beauticin him, Thofethat lived about Virgilstime, complained that fome would com 
" pare Lucretius unto him,Jam of opinion,chat verily it is an unequal] comparifon ; yet cant 
ff hardly aflure my felfe in this opinion whenfoeyer I finde my felfe entangled in fome notable 
7 paflage of Lucretius. If they were moved at this comparifon, what would they fay now of 
, the fond hardy and barbarous ftupiditie of thofe which now adayes compare Arioffo unto’ 
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him? Nay what would Ayiofto fay of it himfelfe 2 
O [acluminfipiens & infacetum. Catul.epig.go,83 
Oage that hathno wit, : 
And {mall conceit in ir, 

Ithinke our anceftors had alfo more reafon to cry out againftthofe that b] 
equall Plaurus unto Terence(who makes more fhew to bea G 
toVirgil. This one thing doth greatly advantage thee 
thatthe father ofthe Roman eloquence, of men of his 
of him; and thecenfure, whichthe chiefe Judge of th 


nion. Ithath oftencome unto my minde,how fuch as in our dayes give themfelves to com= 
poling of comedies (as the Italians who are very happy in them ) employ three or foureare 
Suments of Terence and Plautustomake upone of theirs. Inone onely comedy they will 
huddleup five or Gx of Bocaces tales, That which makesthem foto charge themfelyes with 
matter, isthe dittruft they have of their owne fufficiency, andthat they arenotable to une 


dergog 


ufhed not to 
entleman)than Lucreting una 
ftimation and preferring of Terence; 
quality doth {0 often make mention 
¢ Roman Poets giveth of his compa. 
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dergoe {> heavie a burthen with their owne ftrength. They are forced to finde abody on, 
whichthey may rely and leane themfelves : and wanting matter of their owne wherewith 
to pleafeus,they will havethe ftory or tale tobufie and ammufe us : whereas inmy Authors 
itis cleane contrary >The elegancies,the perfections and ornaments of his manner of fpeech, 
makeus neglect and lofe the longing for bisfubject. His quaintnefle and grace doe {till re- 
caineus to him.He is every where pleafantly conceited, 

Liquidus puroque fimillimus amnt, 

So clearely-neate,fo neately-cleare, 

Ashea fine-pure River were. 119) 2 
and doth fo replenifh our minde with his graces,that we forget thofe of the fable. The fame 
confideration drawes me fomewhat further. I perceive hat good and ancient Poets haye 
fhunned theaffeétation and enqueft,not only of fantafticall new fangled,Spagniolized and 
Petrarchifticall elevations, but alfo of more {weet and {paring inventions, w hich are the or- 
nament of all the Poetical! workes offacceeding ages. Yet is there no competent Judge, that 
findeth them wanting inthofe Ancient ones, and that doth not much more admire that 
fmoothly equall neat neffe, continued {weetnefie,and flourifhing comelinefle of Catullas his 
Epigvams, than all the faarpe quips, and witty girds, wherewith AZ .7tia# doth whet and 
embellish the conclufions of his. Ic isthe fame reafon! {pakeof erewhile,as artiall of him. 
felfe. Minus illi ingeniolaborandum fuit, m cuins locum materia fuccefferat. He neededthe 
lee worke with his wit, in place whereof matter came t Supply ; Tneformer wi hout being 
moved or pricked caufe them({elvestobe heard lowd enough : they have matter to laugh at 
every where,and need not tickle themfelves; where as thefe mu(t haye foraine helpe: accors: 
ding asthey haveleffe {pirit they mufthave more body. They leape on horfe-backe: becaufe 
they are not fufficiently ftrong in their legs to march on foot. Evenas in our dances, thofe 
bafe conditioned menthat keepe dancing-{chooles, becaufe they are unfit to reprefent the 

ort. and decencie of our nobilitie, endevour to get commendation by dangerous lofty 

trickes,and other ftrange tumbler-like friskes and motions, And fome Ladies make a better 
thew of their counteaances in thofedances, wherein are divers changes, cuttings, turnings, 
and agitations of the body, than in fome dances of ftate and gravity, wherethey needbur 
fimply to tread a naturall meafure,reprefent an unaffected caria ge,and their ordinary graces 
And as I haye alfo feene fomeexcelleat Lourdans, or Clownes attired in their ordinar 
worky-day clothes, and with a common homely countenance, affoord us all thepleafure 
that may be had from their art : Prentifes and lcarnersthat are not of fo higha forme,to be. 
fmearetheir faces, todifguife themfelves, and in motions to counterfeit ftrange vifages, and 
antickes,to enduceusto laughter. This my conception isno were better difcerned, than in 
the comparifon betweene Vergils eAneidos, and Orlando Furiofe. The firt is feene to foare 
aloft with full-fpread wings, and with fo high and ftrong a pitch, ever following his point ; 
the other faintly to hoverand flutter from tale totale,and asit were skipping from bough to 
bough, alwayes diftrufting his owne wings, except it be for fome fhort flight, and for feare 
his ftrengthand breath fhould faile him,to fit downe at every ficlds-end, 

Excurfufque breves tentat 

Out-lopesfometimes hedoth aflay, 

But yery thost ,and as he may. 

Loe herethen,concerning this kinde of fubjeéts, what Authors pleafe me beft : Asformy 
other leflon,which fomewhat more mixeth profit with pleafure, whereby I learneto range | 
my opinions,and addrefie my conditions; the Bookes that ferve methereunto,are Plutarke 
(fince he {pake French,) and Sexeca; Both havethis excellent commodity for my humour, 
that the knowledge I fecke in them, is there fo {catteringly and loofely handled, that who- 
foever readeth chem is nottied to plod long upon them, whereof Iam uncapable. And fo are 
Plurarkes \ittle workes, and Senecaes Epiftles, which are the beft and moft profitable parts 
of their writings, Icisno great matter to draw meetothem, and J leave therm where T lift. 
For,they fucceed not,and deperid not one of another."Botn jumpe and fuit together, in moft 
true and profitable opinions : And fortune brought them both into the world in one age, 
Both were Tutors untotwo Roman Emperours: Both were ftrangers, and came from farre 
Countries; bothrich and mighty in the common-wealth, and in credit with theirmafters. 
Theis inftructionis the prime. and creame of Philofophy, and prefented with a plaine, un- 
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affe& ed,and pertinent fathion.Plutarke is more uniforme arid conftant;Seneca more waviag 
and diverfe, This doth labour, force, and-extend himéelfe, to. arme and ftrengthen vertue 
againft weakneffe, feare,and vitious defires ; theother femeth nothing fo much to feare 
their force or attempt,and in a manner {corneth to haften or change his pace about them,and 
to put himfelfe upon his guard, Plutarkes Opinions are Platonicall, gentle and accomitio. 
dable unto civill {ocietie : Semecaes Stoicall and Epicurian; further from common ufe, but 
in my conccit,more proper, particular, and morefolid, Ir appeareth in Seneta, that he formes 
Whar inclineth and yeeldeth tothe tyrannie of the Emperors which Were in his daies ; ; 
I verily beleeye, itis with a forced judgement, he condemneth the caufe of thot noblie. 
minded murtherers of C. afar: Plutarke is every where free and open-hearted ; S execa, full. 
fraught with points and fall ies, Plytarke fuft with matters. The former doth move and en. 
flame you more’; the latter, content, pleafe, and pay you better: This doth guide you, the 
other drive you'on, Asfor Cscero, of all his works, thofe that treat of Philofo 
moral!) are they which beft ferye my turne, and {quare With my intent, But boldly to COf~ 
feflethe trueth, (For, Ssuce the bars of impndencie were broken dewne, allcurbing & taken 


concerne the knotor¢ 
pith I feck-after. Thefe Logicall and Ariftotelian Ordinances are not avail fill for me, wi 


luptuoufneffe are : let not aman bulie himéelfe to anatomize them. Atthefirft re 
2 Booke, I fecke for good and folid reafons, that may inftruc me how to firftai 
affaults,Icisneither gtammaticall fabtilties,nor logicall quiddities,no 
of choice words, or arguments, and fyllogifmes, that will ferve myturne, I like thofe dif. 


and languifh every where, They are good for Schooles, at the barre, or for Orators and 
Preachers, where we may flumber : and though we wake a quarter of an houre after, we 


had fo man y thoufandsof things to utter 


interloqutions, and preparatives > My ignorance fhall better excufe me, in that Ifee nothing 
inthe beautic of his language, | gcuerally enquire after Bookes, that nfe {ciences, and not 
after fuch as infitute them. Thetwo firft, and Plinie, with others of their ranke, have no 
Hoeage in them, they willhavetodoe with men, that have forewarned themfelves: or if 
they have,itisa material and fubftantiall Hoe age,and that hath his bodiea part. Ilikewife 
lovetoread the Epiftlesand 4d Aiticums, not oncly becaufe they contai 

ftrugtion of the Hiftorie, and affaires of histimes, but much more bec 


iS private humours. For, (asThave faid elfewhere ) Tam wonderful 
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thoufand times, that ever we loft the booke,that Brutus writ of Vertue. Ob it 1s 4 goodly 


thing to learnethe Theorike of [uch as underftand the practice well. But forfomuch as the Ser- 
mon is onething, and the Preacher an other : J love as muchto {ee Brurus in Plutarke, as’ 


“in himfelfe : I would rather make choice to know certainly, what talke he had in his Tent 
- with fome of his familiar friends, the night fore-going the battel, than the {peech he made 


the morrow after tohis Armie: and what he did in his chamber or clofer,than-what inthe 
Senate or market place. Asfor C icero,) am of thecommon judgement,that befides learnizg; 
there wastio exquifite excellencie in him: He was a good Citizen, of an honeft-gentlenas 
ture,as are cominonly fat and burly men; for fo washe : But tofpeake truely ofhim, full of 
ambitious vanitie and remifle nicenefle. And:I know not well how to excufe him, in that 
heedeemed his Poefie worthy to be publifned. It is no great imperfection, to make bad 
verfes, but itis an imperfection in him, that he never perceived how unworthy they were'of 
the glorie of hisname. Concerning his eloquence, itis beyond all comparifon, and | veril 
belceve, that none fhallever equall it. Cicero the younger, who tefembled his. father ix 
nothing, but inname, commanding in Afia, chanced one day te have many ftrangers at his 
board, and amongft others, one Caftius firting at the lower end, asthe manner isto thruft 
in at great mens tables : Cicero inquired of one of his men what he was, who told him his 
name, but he dreaming on other matters, and having forgotten what anfwere his man made 
him, asked him hisname twice or thrice more:the fervant, becaufe he would not be troubled’ 
to cell him one thing fooften, and by fome circumftance make him to know him better, Te 
is, faid he,the fame Ca/tins of whom fome havetold you,that in refpect of his owne,maketh 
ne accomptof your fathers eloquence: Cicero being fuddaiuly mooved, commaunded the 
faid poore Ce/tius to be prefently taken from the table, and wel} whipt in his prefence: Lo- 
heere anuncivill and barbarous hoft.Even amongtt thofe,which(all things confidered) have’ 
deemed his eloquence matchlefle and incomparable others there have been, who have not 
{pared to note fomne faults initsAs great Brutus faid,thatic was an eloquence,broken, halting, 
and disjoynted, fractam & elumsbem: Incoherent and finnowleffe. Thofe Orators that lived 
about hisage,reproved alfo'in him the curious care he had ofacertaine long cadence, atthe 
end of his ais. and noted thefe words, Effe videatur, which hefooften ufeth, As forme, 
Jrather like a cadence thacfalleth fhorter, cutlike lambikes : yet doth he fometimes con- 
found his numbers; but it is feldome: J have efpecially obferved this one place. Ego vero 
we minus din fenem effe walens, quam elfe fenem, antequam effem, But Ihadrather, not be 
anold man folong as I might be, thanco be old before [fbould be, Hiftorians aremy right 
hand ; for they are pleafant and eafie: and therewithall, the man with whom Idefire gene- 
rally to be acquainted, may more lively and perfectly be. difcovered in them, chan in any 
other compofition : thevarietie and truth of his inward conditions, ingroffe and byretale : 
the-diverfitie of thé meanes of his collection and compofivg, and ofthe accidents that 
threaten him. Now, thefethat write of mens lives, foraf{much as they ammufe and bufie 
themfelves more about counfels than events,more about that which commeth from veithin, 
thanthat which appeareth outward; they arefittcft for me : And that’s the reafon why Plx-' 
tarke above all inthat kind, doth beft pleafe me. Indeed Iam not 4 little grieved that we 
hayenot adozen of Laerty,or that he is not more knowne, or better underftood : for, [am 
no leffe curious to know the fortunes and lives of thefe great mafters of the world, thanto 
underftand the diverfitie of their decrees and conceits. In this kind of {tudieot Hiftoric, a 
man muft, without diftiné&tion, tofle and turne over all forts of Authors, both old and new, 
both French and others, if he will learne the things they fo diverfly treat-of, But methinks 
that Ca{ar above all doth fingularly deferve to be ftudied, not onely for the underftanding: 
ofthe Hiftorie, asof himfelfe ; fo much perfection and excellencie isthere in him morethan 
in others, although Salast be reckoned one of the number. Verily Ircad that Author with. 
alittlemore reverenceand refpeét,than commonly men reade profane and humane Workes: 
fometimes confidering him by bis actions, and wordersof his greatnefle, and other times 
waighing the puritie and inimitable polithing and elegancie of his tongue, which (as Cscere 
faith) hach not onely exceeded all Hifterians, but haply Cicero himfelfe : with fuch fince= 
ritie in his judgement. Speaking of his enemnies,that except che falfe colours, wherewith he: 
gocth about to cloake hisbad caufe, and the corsuption and filthineffe of his peftileat ambi« 
tion, Jam perfwaded there is nothing in himto be found faule-with : and that he hath been 
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over={paring to ipeak of bit nfelfe: for, fo many notable and great things thd 
executed by | him, uplefic he had pu it more of his owne unto them, than Fis ‘ teth 
love thofe Hiftoriatis th: at are either verie ¢ fimple, or mott exc llents The fimp! c 

nothing of their owne to adde untothe thende and have but rt! care and diligence t 
whatloever come unto their k roe, and fincerels 


cly and faith fe lly to re 
without choice orculling, bythe naked truth leave our judg ment more ¢ 
fatisfied. 


hore entire 


Such amongft others(for ex xample fake)plaine and we ll-méaning Froifar d, who in hisene 
; ter ciprize, hath marched with fo free and genuine a puritie, that having committed fome over- 
ght;he is nei ither afharned tovach knowled ge, Nor atraid to correét the fame »wWhercfoeyer he 

bh Nt Not Cor warning ofit:an 1d who reprefen teth unto us the diverfi tue ofthe newes 


: then currant, and the ditferenr reports, chat were made 


leunto him. The e fubject of; in hiftorie 
fhould benaked, bare, and forme! lefle ; each man ac cording to his c capacitic or uoderftan. 


din gm oy: reap commeditie out of jt, The curious and mot excellent have theft ifficiencie 
r to cull and c nuh, whichis worthicto be knowne. ,and may 
| whichis moft likely « of thecondition of Princes sand of their h 
their counfels, and attribute co; venient w rords unto then 


thoritie unt shina 3tOdire and fhapen our beliefe unto theirs, But truly that bel ngsnor 
mt to many.Such asarebery 


veene borh which j isthe moft commo n fall hion) Jieisthey that poile 
all; the y will needs chew our meat 


ne cat for us, and tal ke upon them a law ei > ud ge a nd by conf. 
) quenceso fquare and encli ; for, where ie judgement 


cll ine the flarie acco rding to their fa : 

bendeth one way,a man cannot chufe but wre{ ‘and turne his-narration thar w. y. Theyune. 
Gertake to chufe things worthy to Sechiastas ,and now and then Kesiediabcithes a we 
i fecret ation frona us, “which would much beteer inftru@tus : 


underftand hot, as incredible : and ot ly fuch matters, as tl 
either in good Ys atin, ortolerableFrenc} » Letthembok 


courfe; “atl hs cenfure at their ple safure, buts themalf{c 


fele& of rwo relations, thac 
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umors,tl erby t they conclude 
1: they ieive reafon to aflume ay. 
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omitting fuch thing S$ as they 


ley know nothow tc to declar, 
dly enftall cheir eloquence, and di 


» giveuslcaye © to judge afterthem 
e And let them neither alter nor difpence byt their abridgeme ‘ats and choice any ch ‘ag bela 
fi ging tothe fubftance of the matter: but] jnatiates ott ier fend jt purc sik ‘otire withall her 


dimenfions unto us, Mog commonly (as chiefly in our age) tl hischarge of writing hiftories 
iscommitted unto bafe ,ignorant, and mec! 1anicall kind of people, only for this ChaGiders. 
tion that theycan {peak well; asifwe efougk tto learnethe Grammer of them; and they have 
di fome reafon , being, only hyred to thatend, and publithing nothing but their ticele-tarrle to 
aime at nothing e ife fo much. Thus with Rote dichaice and quaint words. and wyt 


te-drawne 
plirafesthey hud idleup, and makea hod gc- pot of alaboured c 


on texture of the rep, orts, whic! 
” they gather j inthe matke t-places,or fuchothe raflemblies. The only Load hif, tes are pf 
“ that are writt en by [uch as commande dor were tmploicd th emfelvesin weigh ty affaire $09 that 
J bree partners #2 the conduit of them, or that at Le as hav ehadthe fi ontune to manage others of 
: tke qualitie, Such ina mann er arcall the Grecians an dR tomans, F ‘or, inat dy cye-witnefies 
y haying written of onc fame fil je ét(as ich apned in thofe times. w! hen Gre atneffe and Kein 
i ledgedidcommont uy meet) ifany faule or oversij ghthave paft them, ic mutt be deemed ex- 
Nt cced:ng ligkt.and upon fom édoul tfull accident,x Vbat may aman expeth ataPhifitions han 
n that dsfcour{. eth of warre.or ofa bare Scholler treating of Princes fecret dep hignes > YF we fhall 
0 Due nore there lignos 


tor, Which che Remais had ij thar irc iced bce be crex: ample: Afinius Polio 
: found d fome miftakin 2 oroverfj ghtinCe efars Surinne otaries, whe reinto he w as falne, only 
f becanfe he could 1. tpoffiblie overfee a alichi ings with bis ownes eyes, that hapned in hisArm; > 
but was faine to reli i¢on ther reports of particul: trmen, Who often relar ccd untruths unto bin 
becaufe be had nor been curioufly advertifed sand 
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been handled by Bodine, and agrecitg with my conception. Somewhat to aid rhe weakneffe 
of my meinotie, and to afhitt her great defects ; for it hath often been my chance rolightup- 
on bookes, which I fuppofed tobe new, and never tohave read, which [had not underftan. 
ding diligently read and run-over many ycares before, and all befcribled with my notes: ] 
have a While finceaccuftomed my felfe ; tonore at the cad of my booke (Imeanefuchas } 
urpofe to read but once)the time I madean end to read it, and to fet downe what cenfure or 
judgement J gave of it ; that fo, itmay at leaft, at another time reprefent unto my mind, the 
aire and generall Idea, I had conceived ofthe Author is reading him, I will here fet downe 
the Copie of fome of mine annotations, and efpecially what I noted upon ny Guicesardine 
about ten yeares fince: (For what language foever my bookes {peake unto me, I fpeake unto 
them inmineowne.) He is adiligent Hiftoriographer, and fiom whom in my cenceit, a 
man may asexaétly learn¢ theeruch of fuch affaires as pafled in his time,as of any other wri. 
ter whatfocver : and the rather becaufe himfclfe hath been an Actor of moft part ofthem, 
and in verie honourable place. There is nofigne or apparance, that ever he difguifed or co. 
loured any matter, either through hatred, malice, favour,or-vanitie; whereof the free and im- 
partiall judgements he giveth of great men, and namely of thofe by whom he had been ad- 
vanced or imployed in his important charges, as of Pope Clement the feaventh,beareth une 
doubted teftimonie. Concerning the parts wherewith he moft gocth about to prevaile which 
are his digrelfions and difcourfes, many of them are verie excellent, and enriched with faire 
ornaments,but he hath toomuch pleafed himfelfe inthem: for,endevouring to omit nothing 
that might be fpoken, having fo full and large a fubject, and almoft infinite, he proveth 
fomewhat languifhing, and giveth ataft of a kind of {cholafticall tedious babling. More- 
over, I haye noted this, that of fo feverall and divers armes, fuccefies, and effeéts he judgeth 
of; of fo many and yariablemotives, alterations, and counfels, that he relateth, he never re- 
ferreth any one unto vertue, religion, or confcience : as ifthey were all extinguifhed andba. 
nifhed the world :and ofall agtions, how glorious foever in apparance they be of themfel- 
ves, he doth ever impute the caufe of them, to fome vicious and blame-worthie occafion, or 
to fome commoditie and profit-Itis impoffible to imagine,that amongft fo infinite a number 
of ations, whereof he judgeth, fome one haye not been produced and compaffed by way of 
seafon. No corruption could ever poffeffe men fo univerfally ,buethat fome one muft of ne- 
ceffity efcapethe contagion; which makes meto feare,he hath had fome diftafte or blame in 
his paffion, and it hath baply fortuned, that he hath judged orefteemed of others according 
to himfelfe. Inmy Philip de Comines, there is this: In him you thall find a pleafing-fweer, 
and gentlyegliding {peech, fraught with a purely-fincere fimplicitie, his narration pure and 
unaffeéted, and wherein the Authours unfpotted-good meaning doth evidently appeare , 
yoid of all manner of vanitie or oftentation {peaking of himfelfe, and free from all atfection 
or envie {peaking of others; hisdifcourfes and perfwafions, accompanied more with a welle 
, - meaning zeale,and meere veritie, than with any laboured and exquift fufficiencie, and all- 
through,w ith gravitieand authoritic,teprefenting a man well borne,and brought up in hiigh 
negotiations, Upon the memories and hiftorie of Monfieur du BeBay: It is ever a well-plea. 
fing thing, to fee matters. writen by thofe, that have aflaid how, and in what mannerthey 
ought tobe direéted and managed:yet can itnor be denied, but that in boththefé Lords, there 
will manifeftly appeare a great declination from a fice libertie of writing, whichclearely 
fhineth in ancient writers of their kind:as in the Lord of Jonuike, familiar unto Saint Lewis 
Eginard, Chancellor unto Charlemaine ; and of more freth memorie in Philip de Comine 4 
This is rather adeclamation or pleading for king Francis agaialt the Emperour Charles the 
fifth than an Hiftorie. 1 willnot beleeve,they have altered or changed any thing concerning 
thegencralitie of matters, but rather to wreftand turnethe judgement of theevents, man 
timesagainft reafon,to our advantage,and toomit wharfoeverthey fuppofed ,to be doubrfuil 
orticklith in their mafters life : they havemade profeflion of it, witneflethe recoylings ef 
the Lords of Afomoraxcy and Byron, whichtherein are forgotten ; and whichis more, you 
fhall not fo much as find the name ofthe Ladie of Eftampesimentioned at all. A manmay 
fometimes colour, and haply hide fecreta¢tions, but abfolutely to conceal that which all 
the world knoweth, and efpecially fuch things ashave drawne-on publike efleéts, and of 
fuch confequence, it is an inexcufable defect, or as Imay fay unpardonable overfight, To 
conclude, whofocver defireth to have perfect information and knowledge of King Francés 
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the firft, and of thethings hapned in his time, lét him addreffe himfelfe elféwhere, if he will 
4 - c : . ie me 

giveany credit unto me, The profit he may reap here, is by the particular deitruction of 

the bartels and exploits of warre, whercinthefe Gentlemen were prefent; fome privic con= 

ferences, {peeches, or fecret actions of fome Princes, thatthen lived, andthe practices ma 

naged, ornegotiations directed by the Lord of Laageay,in whorn doubdleffeare veri¢ many 

Fs) ; $5) i. . 
things, well-worthie to be knowne, and diverfediicourfes nory ulgare, 


Of Cruehtie. 


Ethinks vertue is another manner of thing, and much more noble than the inclina- 
LYE tions unto goodncfle, which intisare ingendered, Mindes well borne, and dire@ted 
bythemfelves, follow one fame path, and in their actions reprefent tue fame vifage, that che 
vertue is doe, But vertueimporteth, and foundeth fomewhat I wot not what greater and 
morc active,than byan happy complexion gently and peaceably, to fluffer it felfeto beled of 
drawne,to follow reafon.He that through anaturall facilitie,and genuine mildneffe, fhould 
negleét or contemmne injuries received, fhould no doubt performe a rare.action, and worthy 
commendation : Buthe whe being teuchtand {tung tothe quicke, with any wrong oof. 
N fence received, fhould arme himfelfe with reafon again{t this furioufly-blind. defire of re- 
venge, and inthe end after a great conflict, yceld himfelfe mafter over-it, fhould doubtlefle 
doemuch more. The firit fhould doe well, the other vertuoufly: the one action might be 
ter ned goodnefle,the other yertue,For,/t feemeth, that the verit namie of vertne prefeppofith 
7 diffic whic, and inferreth refiftance, and cannor well exercife it felfe without an enemuecleis per- 
adventure the reafon why we call God good, mightie,liberall,and juft but we terme him noe 
¥ertuous, His workes are all yoluntarie, unforced, and wichour compulfion, Of Philofo. 
phers,nor onely Stoicks, but alfo Epicurians( which endearing I borrow of the common.rea 
ceived opinion, whichis falfé)whatfoever the nimble faying or Wittie quipping of Arce/ilane 
itnplieth who anfwered the man that upbraided him, how divers men went from his {choolé 


of tothe Epicurian, butnone came fromthenceto him : Ieafily beleeve-it({aid he)for Of cocks 
ct are many capons madesbut no man could ever yet make a cocke of a eapon.For truly,in conftan- 
it, ci¢,and rigor of opinions,and flrictneffe of precepts, the Epicurian Seét doth inno fort yeeld 
em ro the Stoicke, And a Stoike acknowledging a better faith, than thofe difputers, who tocon- 
art tend with Epicurus, and make {port with him, make him to infer and fay what he never 
Hon mearit, Wreltirg and wyre-drawing his words toa contraricfenfe,a1ouing anid filogizine by 
fe she Grammarians privilege, another meaning, by the manner of his fpeech, and another 


. ©pinion,than that they knew he kad, either in his minde,or manner: faith,that he lefttobe an 
Epicurian, for this one confideration amonyit others, that He findeth their pitch to be over= 
el. high andinacceffible ; Fy 4 qui oridoves Vocantur, fant grkrarss O on oNxquor omuelaue Virty. Sor. epift, 13, 
res & colunt & retment. end thofe that are cated lovers of pleafure,are lovers ofhonefie and 
tuftice,ard doc both reverer.ce and retaine all forts of vertue.Of Stoicke and Epicurian Philo« 
mt fophers, I fay thereaie divers, who havejudged, that it was nor fufficientto havethe minde 
1, well placed, well ordered and well difpofed unto vertue; it was nos enough to have our refoe 
3 lutions and diCourfe beyond all theaffionts and checks of fortune;but chat moreover, it was 
Verie requifite, to fecke for occafions, w hereby aman mightcome tothe triall of ic : The 
will diligently queft and {<ek out for paine, {mart ,neceffine,want,and contem pt,thatfo they 
may combat them; and kgep their minde in breath Muttum fibi adycit virews laceffit a. 
Vertu: provoked addes npich to it felfe. It is one ofthe reafons why Epaminondas (who was 
4 ofathird feét)by a veric lau full w ay refufeth fome riches, fortune had Put inco his hands,to 
"0 the end (as he faith) he might havecaufeto ttrive ahd reff Povertie, in which wane and ex- 
teinitie he ever continued after, 

Sacratesdid in my minde more undantedly enurc himfelfe to this humor,mmaintaining for 
hisexercife the peevith frowaidneffe of his wife, than which no eflay can be.more vex-full, 
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and is a continuall fighting atthe fharpe.» Aderellus of allthe Romane Senators (he onely 
having uncertaken vith che) power of vertue,to endure the violence of Sarsrainss Tribune, 
ofthe people in Rome, who by maine force went about tohave a molt unjuft law paffein 
favor of the Communaltie by which oppofition, having incurred all the capital paines chat 
Saturninus had impofed on fachas fhhould refufe ir)intertained thofe that led iaim to the place 
of execution, with fuch fpeeches:That co doe evillwas a thing verie eafie, G too demiffely bafe 
and to doe wellwhere wasno danger, wat a common thing but to doe well, where was both perit 
and oppofition, was the peculiar office of a man of vertae. Lhefe words of AZetefus doe clearel 
reprefent unto us, what I would have verified; whichis, that vertue reietteth facilitse tobe 
her companion : And tharan eafefull, pleafant, and declining way,by which the regularfteps 
of a good inclination of nature, are directed, isnotthe way oftruc verte. Sherequiretha 
crageie, rough,and thornie way; She wouldcither have ftrangedifficultiesto wreftle with. 
all(as that of AZerelius)by whole meanes fortune her felfe is pleated to breake the roughnefle 
ofhiscourfe; or inward encombrances, asthe difordinate appetites and imperfeétious of 
our condition bring unto her. Hitherto] havecome atgood ea fe; but atthe end of thisdif. 
courfe,one thimg cometh into my minde, which is, that thefoule of Socrates, which isabs 
folute the perfecteft that ever caineto my knowledge, would, according to my accompr, 
provea foule deferving but little commendation : For, Ican perceive no mannet of violence 
or vicious concupifence in him: I can imagitteno manner of difficultie or compulfion inthe 
whole courte ofhis vertue, Iknow his reafon fo powerfull, and fo abfolure miflrefle over 
him, that fhe can never give him way to any vicious defire, and will noc fufferit fo much as 
to breed in him. To a vertue fo exquifit, and fo high-raifed as hisis,I can perf{wadenothing, 
Methiokes I{ecie march with a viétorious and triumphant pace, in pompe, and at eafe, 
without let ordifturbance.If vertue cannot fhine but by refifting contraric appetites fhall 
we then fy, ic cannot paffe without the affiftance of vice, and oweth him this, that by his 
feanesit attaincth to honourand credit? What fhould alfo betide of that glorious and ge- 
nerous Epicurian voluptuoufiefle, that makes accompt, effeminately to pamper vertuein’ 
her lap, and there wantonly to entertaine it, allowing it for her recreation, fhame, reproch, 
agues, povertie, death, and tortures? If } prefuppofe, that perfect vertue is knowne by com. 
bating forrow, and patiently under-going paine, byrolerating the fits and agonies ofthe 
gout, without ftirring out of his place;if for aneceffarie object, I appoint her fharpnefleand 
difficultie, what fhall become ofthat vertue, which hath attained fo high a degree,as itdoth 
not oncly defpife all manner of paine, but rather rejoyceth at-it, and when a ftrong fit ofthe 
collike thal aflailesit,to caufe it felfe to betickled;as that is which the Epicurians have efta~ 
blithed; and whereof: diversamongft them have by their actions left moft certaine proofes 
unto us? Asalfo others have, whom ineffeat I finde to haveexceeded the verie rules of 
their difcipline ; witnefle Cato the yonger; when I fee him die,tearing and mangling his en. 
trails; I cannot fim ly content my félfe to belecve, thatac thattime, he had hisfoule wholy 
exempted from all crouble, or free from yexation : I cannot imagine, hedid onely maintaine 
himfelfe in this march or courfe, which the rules ofthe Stoike fect had ordained unto him 
fetled without fomealteration or motion,and impaffibilitic. There was,in my conceit, in this 
maps vertue overmuch checrefulnefle, and youthfulnefieto flaythere. I verily beleeve, he 
felta kind of pleafurcand fenfualitic in fonoble an action, and that thercin he more pleafed 
himfelfe, than in any other, he ever performed in his life. Séc abizt € vita, ut cau[ams moriendi 
natlums feeffe ganaeret. So departed he his life, that he reioyced to have fund anoceafon of 
death.\ doc fo conftantly beleeve.it,that I make a doubt,wiacther he would have had the oc. 
cafion of fonoble anexploit taken from him, And ifthe goodunefle which induced him to 
embrace publikecommedities more than hisowne,did notbridle me, Ifhouldeafily fall into 
this opinion, that he thought himfelfe greatly beholding unto foitune,to have put his vertue 
uncofonebleatriall,&to have favoured that robber,totread the ancient libertie ofhisCoun~ 
trie under foot, In which aétion methinks I read a kinde of unfpeakable joy in his minde, 
nd 4 motion ofextraordinarie pleafure, joyned roa manlike voluptuoufiefle, at whattime 
it beheld the worthinefle,and confidered the generofitie and hau ghtinefle ofhis enterprife, 

Deliberata morte ferocior. 

Then moft in fierceneffedid he paffe, 

When he of death refolved was. 
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hot urged or fct.on by.any hope of glorie, as the popular and effeminate judgements have 
judged : For, that confideration is over bafe, to touch fo generous, fo haughtie, and fo con= 
Ranta heare ;but forthe beautie of the thing itfelfe in itfelfe, which he,who managed. all the 
{prings,and directed all the wardsthereof,(aw much more clearer and im it’s perfection, than 
wecau doc, Philofophie hath donemea pleafure to judge, that fu honorable an action, had 
been undecently placed in any other life,than inCagogs,and that onely unto hisitappertained 
tomake fachan end. Therefore did he with reafon perfwade both his fonne, andthe Seja 
torsthat accompanied hin, to provide otherwife forthemfelves, Caron qui incredibilens 
natura tribiifftgravitatems, camgu: ipfe perperua conftantiaroboraviffet, fempergue tn pre- 
pofito'confilio permanfiffet : mortendum potius quam tyranns vultus afpiciendus erat. Whereas 
nattre had offoor ded Cato anineredible gravi te, and he had firengthned it by comtinuallcan- 
feancie, and ever had fheod firme in his purpofed deffcignes, ratherto dsethan behola the T y= 
rants f.ce. Each death fhould befuch as the life hath been. By dying we become no other 
than wewere, | ever interpret amans death by his life.Andif a man fhall cell me ofany onc 
undanted in apparance, joyred unto a weake life; limagine it to proceed of fome weake 
caufe, and futable to his life. Theeafe therefore of his death and the facilitie he had acquired 
by the vigor of his minde, fhallwe fry, itought to abate fomething of the luftre of his yer. 
tue ? And which of thofe, that havetheir {pirits touched; be itnever fo little, with the crue 
tincture of Philofephie, can content him{clf to imagine Secrares, onely, free from feare 
and palfion, in the.accident of his imprifonment, of his fetters, and of his condermnation 2 
And whiodeth not perceive in him, not onely conflancie and refolution( which were ever 
hisordinarie qualities) butalfo a kinde of I wot not what new contentment, and carelefle 
rejoycing in his laft behaviour,and difcom fes?By the fartling at the pleafure, which he fee- 
lethi in clawing of his leoges, after his fetters weretaken-off ; doch he not manifeQ ly declare 
an equal glee and joy in his foule, for being rid of his former iacommodities, & entring into 
the knowledge of things to come? Cato fhall pardon me (if he pleafe) his death is more tra- 
gicall, and furtherextended, whereas this in acertaine manner is more faire and glerious, 
Ariftippus an{wered thofe,that bewsiled the fam swhen Idie,L pray the Gods fend me {uch 
adcath. Aman fhall plainly perceive inthe minds of thefetwomen,and of fuch as imitate 
them (for I make a queftion whether ever they could bematched) fo perfect an habitude 
unto vertue, that itwaseven converted into their complexicn., Ir isno longer a painfull 
vertue, nor by the ordinances of reafon, for the maintaining of which, their minde mift be 
ftrengthned : Itisthe verie effence of their foule ; it is hernaturall and ordinarie habit, 
They have madcitfich, by a long exercif:and obferving the rules and precepts of Philo. 
fophic, having lighted upon a faireand rich nature. Thofe vicious paffions,which breed int 
us, finde no entrance inthem, The vigor and conftancie of their foules, doth fuppreffeand 
extinguith all manner of concupifcences, fo fooneas they but begin to move, Now thatic be 
notmore glorious, by an undaunted and divine refolution, to hinder the growth of tempta- 
tions,& fora manto frame himfelfeto verte, forhatthe verie feeds of vicebecleane rooted 
out; than by mayneforce to hinder their progrefle; and having fuffied himfelfeto be fur- 
prifed by the firft atfaules of paffions, toarmeand bandic himk Ife, to ftay their courfe ard 
to fuppieflcthem : And that this fecond effeét be not alfo much fairer, than to be fimply 
fiored with a facile and gentle nature, and of it felfe diftafted and in diflike with licentiout. 
nefle and vice, Iam perfwaded there is no doubt.For, thisthird and la(t manner, {te meth in 
fonefort, to make a maninnocent, but not vertuous:free from doing ill, but nor fufticiently 
apttodoe well, Seeing this condition is fo neere unto imperfeétion and weaknefle, chat f 
know not well how to cleare their confines and diftinétions, The verienames of Goodneffe 
and innocentie, are for this refpe in Lome fortnames ofcontempt. Ife that many vertues, 
as chaftitie, fobrietie, and temperance, may come unto us by meanes of corporall defects 
and imbecilitie. Conftancie in dangers (if it may be termed conftancie) contempt of death, 
patiencie in misfortunes, may happen, and are often {een in men, for wantofGood judge- 
ment in fach accidents, and that they arenot apprehended for fuch as they are indeed, Lagke 
of apprehenfionand ffupsditie, doe fometimes consterfeit vertnous effects. As Lhave often feen 
come to pafie, thar fomemen arecommended, for things they rather deferve to be blamed. 
Ap Italian gentleman did once hold this pofition in my prefence, te the prejudice and difad- 
vantage of his nation ; Thatthefubriltic of she Jtalians,and the vivacitie oftheir concepti= 
ons 
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ons was fo great, that they forefaw fuch dangers and accidents as might betide them ( far. 
off, that it was not to be deemed ftrange; ifin times of warre, they were often feene to pro- 
vide for their fafetic, yea, before they had perceived the danger: That weand the Spani- 
ards, who were not {o waric and fubrill, went further sand that before we could be frighted 
with any perill, we mutt be induced to fee it with our eyes, and feelit with our hands, and 
that eventhen we had no more hold : Butthat the Germanes and Switzers, mote fhallow 
and leaden-headed, had fearce the fenfe and witto re-advife themfelyes, ac what time they 
wereeven overwhtlined with miferie,and the axe readie to fallon their heads. Tt was per- 
adventure but in je, that he fpake-it; yet is it moft true, that in rhe are 6f warre_fare new 
trained Sotildiers, and fich as are but novices in the trade, doe often head long, and hand 
over head caft themfelves into dangers, with moreinconfideration,than afterward when the 
have feeneand endured he firft thocke, and are better traitied in the {Choole of perils, 
handignarus, quantim nova gloviain armis, 

Et predulce decus prsmo certamine poffit. 

Not ignorant, how much in armes new praife, 

And {weereft honour, in firtt confliG weighes. 

Lo here the reafon why when we judge of a’particular aGion, we mutt firft confider many 
circumftances,and throughly obferve the man,that hath produced the fame before wename 
and cenfure it-But to fpeake a word of my felfe: [have fometimes noted my friends toterme 
that wifdome in me, which was but meere fortune; and to deemethat advantage of ceurace 
and patience, that was advantage of judgement and opinion : and to areribute one title or 
anether unto me, fornetiines to my profit, and now and thentomyloffe. As for the re 
Yam fo far from attaining unto that chiefe and moft perfect degree ofexcellencie wheres, 
habitude is made of yertue, that even of the fecond, I have madeno greattriall, I have not 
gteatly ftrived co bridle the defires, wherewith I have found my felfe urged and prefied, My 
vertiie, is avertue, or tofay better innecencie, accidental and cafuall, Had J beenborne 
with a leffe tegular complexioti, imagine my ftate had been verie pittifull, and it would 
have gon hard with me : for, I could never perceive any great conftancie in my foule, to rea 
fift and undergoe paffions, had they been any thing violent. I cannot fofter quarels, or ci. 
durecotentions in my houfe. Soam Inot greatly beholding unto my felfe, in that {am 
exempted from many vices: 
fi vitys mediocribus, & mea pancts 
CMendofa eft natura, aliogui neta velar fr 
Egregio infper[os reprehendas corporenavor, 
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ina few more faule’s my nature faile, 
Right otherwife : as ifthat you would raile 
On prettie moles welll placed, 
On bodiefeemely graced. 
Tam more endebted to my fortune, than to my reafon for it : Shee hath made meto be 


borne ofa race famous for integritie and honeftie, and of aVeri¢ good father. I wotnot well 


whether any part of his humours have defcended into me, or whether the domeftike exam- 
ples, and good inftitution of my infancie have infenfibly fet their helping hand untoit; of 
whether J were otherwife fo borne : , : 
Sen Libra, {en me Scorpius alpicit 
Formidolo[us, pars violextior 
Natalis hore, fentyrannus 
Hefperia Capricornus anda. 
Whetherthe chiefe part of my birth-houre were 
Afcendent Libra, or Scorpius full of feare, 
Or inmy Horofcope were Capricorne, 
Whofe tyrannie neere wefterne Seas is borne, 
But fo it is, that naturally of my felfe, ¥ abhorre and deteft all manner of vices. The an. 
{wer of Antifthenes to one, that demanded ofhim, which was the beft th ing to be learned: 7 
nnléarne evil, {eemed to be fixed onthis image, orto havean ayme at this, Tabhorre them 
(Hay) with fo naturall and fo innated an opinion, thatthe very fame infting& and impreffion 
which J fuckt from my nurfe, I have fo kept, that no occafions could evet thake mealter 
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thefame: No, not mincownedifcourfes, which becaufe they have been fomewhat lavith in 
noting or taxing fomething of the common courfe, could ea fily induce me to fome actions; 
whichthis ny naturall inclination makes me to hare. I will tell youa wonder, I will tell ic 
you indeed : I thereby find in many things, more ftay and order in my manhiers, than in my 
opinion: and my concupifcence lefle debauched than my reafon, Ariffippus eftablifhed cere 
taine opinions fo bold, in favour of voluptuoufnetfe and riches,that he made all Philofophie 
to mutinieagainft him. But concerning his manners, Diony fins the tyrant,having prefented 
hima with three faire young Wenches, that he might chufe the faireft ; he anfwered he wouid 
chufe them all three, and that Paris had verie ill fuccefle, forfomuch ashe had preferred one 
above her fellowes. But they being broughtco his owne houfe, he fent them backe againe, 
withouttaftingthem. His fervancone day carrying {tore of money after him, and being fo 
over-charged with the weight of ir,that hecomplained, his Mafter commanded him, to caft 
fo much therof away, astroubled him, And Epscurns, whofe pofitions arcirreligious and 
delicatc,demeaned himfelfe ia his life verie laborioufly, and devoutly, He wrote to a friead 
of his,thathe lived but wich browne bread and water,and entreated himto fend him a piece 
of chiecfe,again{t the time he was to makea folémne fea(t.May it be true, that to be perfeétly 
good we mutt be fo by an hidden, wacurall and univerfall proprictie,without law, reafon,and 
cxample ? The diforders anid excefles, wherein I have found my felfe, engaged arenot (God 
bethanked) ofthe worft, I have rejected and condemned them in my felfe, according to 
their worth ; for, my judgcment was never found to be infeéted by them, And ontheother 
fide, I accufe them more rigoroufly in my felfe, than inanother, But that is all: as for the 
reft, T applic butlitele refiftance unto them, and fuffer my felfe overeafily to enclineto thé 
other fide of the Ballance, except it beto order and empeach them from being commixt 
with others, which (if mantake not good heed unto himfelfe ) forthe molt part entertaine 
aiid enterchaine themfelves the one with the other. As for mine, I have as muchas it hath; 
laine in my power, abridged them, and kept — as fingle,and as alone as I could ; 
neculsra 


Errorem fovro.——~ 
Nordoe | cherifhany more, 
The error which I bred before. 

For, astouching the Stoikes opinion, who fay, that when the wife man worketh, he 
worketh with all his vertuestogether ; howbeit ,according to the nature ofthe action, there 
be cne more apparant than ether (to which purpofe the fimilitude of mans bodie might, in 
fome fort, fervetheirturne; for, the ation of choler cannetexeicife itfelfe, except all the 
humours fec-to their helpin@@hand, although choler be predominant) ifthence they will 
draw alike confzquence, that whenthe offender trefpafleth, hedoth it with all the vices 
together. I doe not fo eafily beleeve them, or elfe I underftand chem not; for, in effect, I 
fee] che contrarie. They are fharpe-wittie fubrilties, and without fubitance, about which 
Philofophicdoth often bufie it felfe. Some vices I fhun ; but otherfome Iefchew asmuch 
as any Saintcan doe. The Peripatetikes doe alfo difavow this connexitie, and indiffolu- 
bleknittingtogether, And Arsfforle is ofopinion, That a wife and init man may be both 
smtemperate and incontixent. Socrates avowed unto them, who in his Phifiognomie percei- 
ved fome inciination unto vice, that indeed it was his natural! propenfion, bur thacby difz 
cipline he had correéted the fame. And the familiar friends of the Philofopher Stilpo were 
wontto fay,that being borne fubjeé unto wineand women, he had, by ftud ie, brought him- 
felfeto abltaine from both, Onthe otherfide, what good I have, I have itby the lor of my 
birth : Ihave itneither by law nor prelcription, nor by any apprentifhip. The innocencie 
that isinme, is a kinde of fimple-plaine mnocencie, without vigor or art, Amongtt all 
other vices, thereisnone I hatemore, than crueltie, both by nature and judgement, asthe 
extremeft of all vices, Bur itiswith fuch an yearning and faint-hartedneffe, that if I {ee but 
2 chickins necke puld off, or a pigge fticke, I cannot chuce but grieve, and I cannot well 
endure a feeliedew-bedabled harero groane, when fhe is feized upon by the houndés ; al- 
though hunting be a violent fport. Thofe that are to withftand voluptuoufnefle, doe wil- 
lingly ufe thisargument, tofhew, itis altogether viciousand unreafonable : That where 
fhe is in her gteateft prime and chiefe Rrength, fhe doth fo over.(way us, that reafori can 
hayeno acceffe unto us, and fora further triall, alleage the experieuee wee feel and have 
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of it, in our acquaintance or copulation with women, 

cam tam prefagit gaudia corpus 
ef tque in co est Venus, ut maltebria conferat arva. 
When now the bodiedoth light-joyes fore- know, 
iii And Venus fet the womans fields to fow. 4 
| | Where they thinke pleafiiredoth fo far tranfport us beyond our felves,that our Difcourfe, 
then altogether overwhelmed, and our reafon wholieravifhed in the gulfe of fenfualitie,can. 
| not by any meanes difcharge hes fungtion. J know it may bc otherwife : And ifa man bur 
aii pleafe, he may fometimes, even upon the veric inftant, cait his mind ov otherconceits. Bur 
A fhe muft be {trained to a higher key, and heedfully purfued : Pknow a man may gourman= 
ah dize the earneftand thought-confounding violence ofthat pleafure : for I may with fome 
Hit experience {peakeof it ; and I have not found /exus to be fo imperious a Goddelte,as many, 
ii and more reformed than my felfe witnefle herto be, Ithinke it not a wonder, as doth the 
Queene of Navarre, inone ofthe Tales of her Heptameron (which refpecting the fubje@ 
it treatcth-of, isa verieprettie booke) nor doe Ideeme it a matter of extreame difficultie , 
ih for amante weare-out a whole night, in all opportunitie and libertie, in cempanie of a 
Wit faire Miftrefle, long time before fued.unto, and = him defired : religionfly keeping his 
word, if hehave engaged himfelfe, tobe contented with fimple kiffes and plaine touching, 
Iam of opinion, that the exampleof the {port in hunting would more fit the fame: wherein 
asthere isleffe pleafure, fo thereis more diftraction and furprifing, whereby our reafon be. 
\ ing amazed, loofeth che leafure to prepare her felfe againft it ; when as after a long quefting 
and beating forfome game, the beaft doth fuddainly ftart, or rowze up before us, and hap- 
ly in fuch a place, where we leaftexpeéted thefame. That fuddaine motion, and riding, 
Hl and the carneftnefle of fhowting, jubeting and hallowing, ftillringing in our cares, would 


Lucrlib.4. § 
1097¢ cc 


> 

make it yerie bard for thofe, who love that kind of clefe. or chamber-hunting, atthat verie 
inftant, to withdraw their thoughts elfe-where. And Poets make Diana victorioufly to 
triumph both over the firebrand and arrowes of Cupid. 

2 u3s non malarum quas amor curas habet 

Hac inter oblivi{citur ? 

While this isdoing who doth not forget 

The wicked cares wherewith Loves heart doth fret ? 

Buttoreturneto my former difcourfe, I have a verie feeling and tender compaffion of 
other mens affliétions, and fhould moreeafily weep for companie fake, if polfiblie for any 
occafion whatfoever, I could fhed teares. There is nothing foonermoveth teares in me, 
ili thantofecothers weepe, not onely fainedly, but howfoever, whether truly or forcedly. Ido 
not greatly waileforthedead, butratherenviethem. Yet doe J much waile and moanethe 
ae dying. The Canibales and favage people donot fo much offend me with roafting and e2- 
Hi ting of dead bodies, as thofé which torment and perfecute the living. Let any man be execu. 

F . ted by law how delervedly foever,I cannot endure to behold the execution with an unrelen- 
| i ting eye, Some one going about to witneffe the clemencie of Julius Cafar; He was(faith he) 
tractable and milde in matters of revenge.Having compelled the Pirates to yeeld themfelves 
unto him, who had before taken him prifoner,and put him to ranfome, forafmuch as he had 
threatned to have them all crucified, he condemned them to that kind ef death, but it was 
afterhe had caufed themto be ftrangled. Philomen his fecrctarie, who would haye poyfo- 
3 ned him,had no fharper punifhment of him, than an ordinarie death. Withoutmentioning 
2 the Latin Author, who for a teftimonie of clemencie darech to alleage,, che onely killing xe 
% a: thofe, by whom a man hath been offended, it may eafily be gheficd, that he is tainted with 
vileand horrible examples of crueltie, fuchas Romane Tyrants brought into fafhion: As 
4 for me, evenin matters of jultice, Wharfoever ts beyond a fimple death, 1 deemse it to be meere 
crneltie: And efpecially amoneft us,who oughtto have a regardfull refpect that cheir foules 

fhould be fent to heaven, which cannot be, having firft by intolerable toxures agitated, and 
« asit were broughtthem to difpaire. A Souldicr, not long fince,being a prifoner,and perceis 
A . « ving from aloft a Tower, where he was kept, that ffore of people flocked together on a 
. « greene, and Carpenters were bufie at worke to erect askaffold, fuppoling the fametobe 
for him,as one defperat,refolved to kill himfelfe,and {earching upand downe for fone thin 
«< to make himfelfe away, found nothing but an old ruftie cart-naile, which fortune prefen- 


ted 


| Horepod.s. <* 
| 37s « 


; a 
‘ na 


‘ 


— 
— = a 


Chap.11. The fecond Booke. 239 


a . ERS RSE ee . 


red him with; hetookeit,and therewithall ,withall the ftreneth he had; Rrooke and woun- 
ded himfelfe twice in thethroat, but feeing it would not rid hin of life,he men thruftitinto 
his bellie up tothe head, where he left it faft-fticking.Shortly after, one of his keepers com- 
ming-in unto him, and yet living, finding him in that miferable plight, but weltring in his 
goare-blood, and readie to gafpe his laft, cold the Magiftrates of it, which, to prevent time 
before he fhould die, haftned to pronounce fentence againithim : which when he heard, ,, 
and that he was onely condemned to have his head cut-off, he feemedtotake heart of grace = 
agaive, and tobeforie for what he had done, and rooke fome comfortable drinks, which ,, 
before he had refufed, greatly thanking the ludges for his unhoped gentlecondemnation:  ,, 
And told them, that for feare,of a more fharply-crueld, and imolerable death by law, he ,, 
had refolved to. prevent-it by fome violent manner of death, having bythe prcparationshe ,, 
had feen the Carpenters make,and by gathering of people together, conceived an opinion, ,, 
thae.they.would:corture hin withfome borribletorment, and {cemedto be delivered from ,, 
death onely by. the.change of ir. Were 1 worthie to give counfell, I would havethefe exam. ‘3 

les of rigor, by which fuperior powers gocaboutto keep thecommon people in awe,to be 
onely exercifed.on the bodies ofcriminall malefaQors : For, tofeechem deprived of chri- 
{tian buriall,to {ee them haled, disbowelled, parboyled, and quartered, might haplytouch 
thecommon fortiasmuch, asthepaincs, they make theliving to eadure : howbeit in effect 
itbellitle ox nothing, as faith God, Qui corpus occidunt, & poftea non habent quod factant. Luke 13.4, 
Thoferhat killthe bodie, but have afierwardsno more todos: And Poets makethe horror of. 
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this picture greatly to prevaile, yea, avd abovedcath, i Cic. Tales qu, 
Hen reliqguias [emi ffi Regis; denudatss offib is; libt. 
: « . Perterram {nie delibuta fiede divexaricr. 


O that the reliques of an halfe-burn’t King, bones bared, 
Onearth befmear’d whith filth, fhould be fo fouly marred, 

It was my fortune to beat Romestpona day that one Carena,a notorious high-way theefe, 
wasexecuted : at his {tranglingno. man of thecompanie {eemed to be mooved to any ruth ; 
but when he came to be quartered, the Executioner gaveno blow that was sot accompa- 
nied with a pitcousvoyce, aud hartie exclamation, as if eyery man had had a feeling fym- 
pathie, or lent his fenfes tothe poore mangled wretch. Such inhumane outrages and bar. 
barous.excefles fhould be exercifed againtt the rinde, and not practifed againft the quicke, 
In acafefomewhat like unto this, did Arta.verxes aflwage and mitigate the fharpnefle of 
the ancient lawes of Perfia, appointingthatthe Lords, which had trefpafled intheir eftates, 
whereas they were wontto be whipped, they fhould be {tripped naked, and their clothes 
whipped forthem : and wherethey were accuftomed to have their haire pulled-off, they 
fhould onely have their hat taken off... The Hgyptians fodeyout and religious, thought 
they did fufficiently fatiftie divine, Iuftice, in facrificing painted and counrerfeic hogges 
unto it: Anover-hardy invention,to go about with picturesand fhadowes to appeafe God, 
a fubftancefo effentiall and divine, [live inanage, wherein we abound withincredible ex. 
amplesof this vice, through thelicentioufnefle.of our civill and inteftine warres : And réad 
all ancient Rtories, be they neyerfo tragicall, you fhall find none to equallthofe, we daily 
fee practifed. But that hath nothing snade meacquainted with ic, -I could hardly be per= 
{waded, before Ihad {ewe it, thatthe world could hayeaftarded fo marble-hzatted and 
favage-minded men, that for the onely pleafure of murther would commireit ; then cur, 
mangle , and hacke other members in pieces z/ to rouze and_fharpen thcir wits , to invent 
unufed tortures and unheard-of rerments.; cto. devife new.and. unknowne deaths and that 
incold bleed , without any former enimitie or quarrell, or without any gaine’ or: profit ; 
and oncly cothisend ; that they may enjey the pleafing {pectacle of the languithing gcttu-> 
res, pitifull motions, horror-moving'yellings, deep fetchtgroanes, and lamentable vOyCcs 
of a dying and drooping man. For, thatis the extremeft poitit whereunto the crueltie 
of man may attaine. Us hemo hominem, -non iratus; non timers, tamum fbettaturus occi= Sem. clem, lib, a. 
dat. That one man fhonld kik another , neither being angric, nor afeard, but onelytolookg “+ : 
on. As for me, [could never fo much as endure, without remorfeand gricfe; to fee a poore, 
fillie, and innocent beatt purfued and killed, which is harmeleffe and: void of defence , 
and.of whom we receive no offenceat all. And.as it commonly hapneth, that whenthe 
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left him, doth yeeld and bequeath himfelfe untous that purfuc him, with teares fuing tous 
for mercie. 


Chap. i. | 


——queffiique crnentus 

eA tque smploranti fimsiles : 

With blood from throat, and teares from eyes, 

It feemes that he for pittie cryes. | 
was ever a grievous Spectacle unto me, 1 feldom take any beaft alive but Igive him hisliber= 
tie. Pythagoras was wont to buy fithes of fifhers,and birds of fowlersto fet them free againe. 

primoque a cade ferarnm . 

Incalniffe pute maculatum [anguine ferram. 

And firtt our blades in blood embrude J deeme 

Wich flaughter of poore beatts did recking fleemne. 

Such as by nature foew them{-lves bloodie-mindedtowdyds harmleffe beafts,witmeffe anas 
thrall propenfion xntocruelrie. After the ancient Romants had once enwred themfélyes with. 
out horror to behold the flaughter of wild beafts in their (hewes,they caine tothe murther 
of men and Gladiators.Nature( feare me) hath of her owne felfe added unto mana certaine 
infting to hunanitie. No man taketh delight to fee wild beafts {port and wantonly to 
make much one of another : Yetall are pleafed to fee them tugee, mangle, and enterteare 
onean other, And left any bodie fhould jeaft at thisfimphathte, which Ihave with them, 
Divinitic it {elfe welleth us to fhew them tome favour : And ¢onfidering, that one felfe-fame 
snafter (I meane that incomprehenfible worlds-framer ) hath placed all creaturesin this his _ 
wondrous palace for his fervice, and that they, as wellas we, are of hishoufhold = 1 fay, 
ithath fome reafon to injoyne us, to fhew fome re{pect and affection towards them. Pythaa 
gorasborrowed Meremp{ychofis ot the Lgyptians, but fince, it hath been received ef divers 
Nations, and efpeciaily of our Drsides 

CMorrecarent anime, femperque priore relitka 

Sede, nevis domibus vivunt, habuamaue recepta. 

Oar death-lefte foules, their former feats refrained, 

In harborsnew live and lodge entertained. 

The Religion of our ancient Gaules, inferred, that foules being eternal, ceafed not to 
remove and change place,frem one bodie to another :to which fantafie was alfo catermixed 
forne confideration of divinejuttice, For,according to the foules behaviors, during the time 
the had been with Alexander, they fayd, thee God appointedit another bodieto dwellain, 
either morcor leffe painfull, and fucableto her condition, 

—— muta ferarsms 

Cogie vincla pari,rruculentos ingeris srfis, 

Predent (que lupis,fakaces vnlptbus addit. ’ 

A:que ubs per varies annesper milte figuras 

E git letheo purgatos flumine tandem 

Kurfis ad humane revocat primordia forme. 

Dumbe bandsof beatts he makes mens foules egdure, 

Bloodethirftie foules he doth to Bearesenure, 
Craftieto Foxes, to Woelves bent to rapes ; 

Thus when for many yeares, through many fhapes, 

He hath them driv’n in Lethe lake at laft, 

Them purg’d he turn’s to mans forme whence they paft. 

Tfthe foule had been valiant, they placed it in the bodieof a Lion ; if voluptuous , ing 
Swine ; iffaint-herted ina Stagge, or a Hare ; if malicousina Foxe,and fo of thereft, yntill 
that being purified by this punifhment, it reaflumed and tooke the bodie offome other man 
againes 


Tpfe e¢0s ams memsini, Troiani remspore beli 
Paxshoides Euphorbns eram. 
When Trey was wen, 1, as Icallto mind, 
Enphorbus was,and Paxthus fonne by kind. 
Ase touching that alliance betweene us and beaits, I makeno great accompt of it, nordo 
I greatly admic ic; neither ofthat which divers Nations, and namely ofthe moft ancient a 
= noble 
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noble, who hayenotonely received beafts into their focietie and compania, bur allow 
ed them a place farreabovethomfelves; fometimes deeming them to be familiars and favo 
red oftheirGods, and holding them in’a certaine'awfill refpect and reverence more than 
humane, and others acknowledging no other God nor no other Divinity than they. Belwe Cic-Nat:Deor 
4 barbaris propter beneficinm confecrate. Beasts by the Barbarians were made lacred for kb.1. 
Some benefit. 
crocodilon zdorat 
Pars hac, ila pavet {atwram ferpentibus bin, 
Effizies facrt bic niter aurca Cercopitbeci. 
This Country doth rhe Crocodileudére, be 
That feares the Storke glutted with Serpehes gore, 
Thefacred Babion here, 
Ingold fhape doth appeares“ 
hie pifcem  fluminis, itic 
Oppida tora canem venerantar. 
A fith here whole Townes reverence molt, a Ae ee 7 
A dog they honour in that coaft, 5 a en 
And the vety fame interpretation that P/wtarke giveth unto this error, which is very Well 
taken, is allo honourable for them, For, he faith, that (for example fake) it was neither the 
Cat nor the Oxe that the He rptians adored, bur that in thofe beafts,they Wot fhipped fome 
Samage of divitie faculties, In this patience and utility, and in thar, vivacity, or (a8 our neigh- 
bours the Borgoniais with all Germany ) theimpatience to {ee thermflvesthuc lip: W hereby 
they reprefented the liberty Which they loved and adored beyond all other divine faculty, 
and fo of others. But when among{t the moft moderate opinions, Tmeée With fome difcour- 
fes that goe about and Jabourto ‘few the neére reemblance betweene us and bealfs, and 
what fharethey have in out greatéft Privileges, and with howmuch likely-hood they ate 
compared unto as, truly I 4bate much of our prefiimption, ‘and arm tally removed Fro 
that imaginary foveraigntie that fome give and afcribe unto us above all other creatures. If 
all that were to becontradi&ted, yet istheréa kinde of reff pect,atid a ctuerall duty of huina- 
nity, which tieth usnot only untobrute beafts chat have lifeand fEnfe,but even unto trees and 
plants.Vito men we dwe Tufticeyand to allother creatures that are capable of ttygrace and be- 
nionity. Thereisakindeaf entcr-changeable commerce and rhutuall bond betweene them 
and us, lamnot afhamed not afraid to declarethe tenderneil= of iny childifh Nature, which 
isfach, that I cannot well reject my Dog, if he chance (although out of feafon) to fawne up- 
oume, or beg of me to play withhim. The Turkes have al. nes,and certaine Hofpitals ap. 
pointed for brute beatts. The Romans had a publikec&re to breed and nourith Geefe, by 
whofevigilancy their Capitoll had beene faved. The Atheniangdid precizely ordaine that 
all manner of Mules which had (erved of beeneimploied about the building of their Tem- 
pie called Hecatompedon fhould bee free, and futfered to feed wherefoever they leafed, 
without any let offfimpeachment. The Agtigentines had an ordinary cultome, ferioufly and 
folemaly to bury all fich beafts as they had held deare : _as horfes of rare worth and merit, 
fpeciall dogs; choice or profitable bitds, or fuich-as had but feryed to make their children 
{fport. Andthe furnptuous magnificence which in all other things was ordinary axid peci- 
liar unto them, appeared alfo altnott notably in the Rately furnptuoufaelfo and coftly nun- 
ber of monuments erected to that end; which many agesafter have endured and been main- 
tained in pride and ftates The A-gyptians were wont to bury their Wolves, their Dogs, 
their Cats, theit Beares, and Crocodiles in holy places, embalming their carcaffes, and at 
their deaths to weare mourning weeds for them. Cyrson caufed a ftately honourable tombé 
to be erected for the Mares, wherewith he had three times gained the prize at running inthe 
Olimpike games. Ancient Aantipprs caufed his Dog to be enterred upon a hill by theSea 
fhore, which ever fince haflibeene named by him. And Plerareh (as himfelfe faith) made 
ita matter of con{cience, in hopeofa {mall gaine, to fell or fend.an Oxe tothe fhambles that 
Had ferved him a long timc. 
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Nowledge is without all contradition,a moft proftableand chicfeosnament: Thof 
who defpife it declare evidently their fottifhneffe : Yetdoe not Lvalue it at fo excefliye 
arate as fome have done; namely Hexifus the Philofopher,who grounded his chiefe felicity 
upon it, and held that itlay inher power to make uscogtent and wile; which I cannotbe. 
leeve, nor that which others bave faid, that Knowledge ts the mother ofakyerine, and that 
all vice proceedeth of igvorance, Which ifit be, it is fubject, ro. a large interpretation. My 
houfe hath long fince ever {tood open to men of underftanding, and is very, well knowne to 
many ofthem!: formy father, w ho commandeg the fame fifty yeercs and upward, fet on fire 
by that new kinde of earneftneffe wherewith King Fravess the firft imbraced Letters, and 
raifed chem unto credit, did with great diligence and muchcoft endevour to purchafe the ac- 
quaintaace of learned men: receiving and entertaining them as holy perilous, and who-had 
fome particular infpiration of divine wiftome ;_ collecting, their fentences and difcourte 
if they had beene Oracles; and wich fo much more reverence and religious regard by 
much lefle authority hee had to judge of them: for hee had no knowledge of; Letters no 
more than his predeceffors before him. As for me, Ilovethem indeed, but yet I worfhip 
them not. Amonoeftothers, Peter Pawel (a man in histume,by reafon of his learning of high 
efteeme) having edie a few daicsat Montagne with my father, and others of hiscoar, 
being ready to depart thence, prefented him with a booke entituled 7 he olozia naturlis; five 
liber creaturarums magifiri Ratmondé de Seborda, And for fo muchas the Italian aud Spa- 
nifh tongues were very familiar unto him, aad thatthe booke was written in a kinde of Ja. 
tinized Spanith, whereof divers words had Latineterminations; he hoped that with slittle 
aid he might reape nofmall profit by it, and. commended the fame yery much untohim, asa 
booke moft profitable, and fitting the dayes in which he gaye ithim, It wasevenat what 
time the new fangles of Lesher began to crecpe in favour, and in many placestofhakethe 
foundation of our ancient belecfe. Wherein he feemed to be welladvifed, as he who by dif- 
courte of reafon fore-faw, that this budding difeafe would eafily turne to.an execrable 
Atheifne : For the vulgar wanting the faculty to judge of things by themfelves, fuffcring it 
felfeto be carried away by fortune, and Ied on by outward apparances, if once itbe pofieficd 
with theboldneffe to defpife, and malapertnefle to impugne the opinions which tofore it 
held'in awfull reverence (as are thofe wherein confifteth their falvation) and thatfome are 
ticles of their religion be made doubrfull and queftionable, they will foone and eafily admit 
ari €quall uticertainty in all other parts of their belecfe, asthey that had mo other grounded 
‘Zuthoritie or foundation, but fuch as arenow fhaken and weakned, and immediarly reject 
(asa tyrannical! yoke) all impreffions they had in former times reccived by the authoritic of 
Lawes, or reverence ofancient cultome. 
Nam cupide conculcatur niosis anté mets titi. 
That which we fear’d before too much, 
We gladly fcorne when tis not fuch, 
Undertakino thence forward toallow ofnothing,except they haye firlt givan theirvoice and 
patticular confent tothe fame. My father, a few daies before his death, fighting by chance 
upoit this booke, which before he had neglected, amongft other writings commanded mee 
totranflate the fame into French, Itiseafieto tranflarefiich Authors, wherenothing but the 
matter is to be reprefented ; buc hard and dangerous to undertake fuch as hayeadded much 
tothesraceand elegancy of thelanguage, namely to reduce them into a weaker and poorer 
tongue. It wasa ftrargetaske, and new occupation for me : but by fortune being then at 


leifure, and unable to gainfay thecommandement of the beft father that ever was; I came 


ere long (as wellasI could) toan end of it: wherein ke tooke fingulardelight, and comman, 


ded the fame to be printed, which accordingly was after his deceafe performed. I found the 
‘ = concesits 


al 


The fecond Booke. 


Chap 12. 


— $$$ — 


conceits of the author to becxcellent, the contexture of his workewell followed , and his 
roje&t full ofpietie. Now forafinuch asdivers ammufe themfelves.co.reade it; and cf{pe- 
cially Ladies, to whom we owe moft fexvice,it hathofienbeene my haptohelp them,when 
they veere reading it,to difcharge the booke of two principal! abjections whic hare brought 
again{tthe fame. His drift is bold and hisfcopeadventurous; for be undertakerh by humane 
and narurall reafons, toeftablith and verifie allchearticles of Chriftian religionagain{t A- 
cheifts: Wherein(to fay truth) I find himfo refolure and fo happy, asi decme it a thing im, 
poffble to doe better in that argument, and thinkechacnone equalleth him. Which booke 
{eeming to me both over-tich and exquifite, being written by anauthor, whofe name isfo 
little knowne, and of whom,all we know, isthathe was a Spaniard, who abouttwo hun- 
dred yeeres fince profeffed Phyfickeirr Tholoufe:I-demandcd once of Adrianus 7 wricbiss(a 
man who knew ali things) what ficha booke might be, who ap{wered, chat, hedecmed.the 
fame tobe fome Q niittetlence extracted from out Sane Thomas Agninas:For;ip good truth, 
onely foch a fpiric fratght with {6 infinite erudition; and. full otadinirablefiubtilitic, was 
capable of tuch and fo rare imaginations. So it is} shat whofoever be theauthor or devi- 
fer of it (thetirle wheftoforght not without furcher rca fou.co bezakenfrom Sebord) he vias 
a very fifficient-worthie man, and endowed with fopdry other excellent qualinies... The 
firft thing he isreproved for in his Booke,is, that-Chriffinus wrong themifeleies much; ix that 
they ground their belecfe upon bwmane reafons which ts conces ved but by faith yanaby A parii- 
cular tx [piration of God. Which objedt ion feemeth to containe fome zeale of pictie;by reafon 
Whereot we ouchi with fo much more mildnessand regard; endevour to fatisfie them that 
topofe it. Je were acharge, more befitting a man.converfant, and farable to onc acquaii~ 
ted withthe holy Scriptures, than me,who.am altogether igaorang in thea. Neyerthelefle I 
thinke, that even as toa matter fodivine and high andfomuch exceeding al humane under- 
flanding, 2s is this Verity, wherveith ichath pleated the goodnefle of Godto enlighten, us, 
it ismoftrequifit, that be affoord and lend us his helpe ; And that, with an extraordinary 
and privileged favour, that fo we may the better conceive and entertaine the fame : For; I 
fiuppofe that meanes meerely humanecan no way be capableofir ; which ifthey were , fo 
many sateand excellentmindes, and fo plenteoufly fored with oatutall faculties, as have 
beene ju times paft would never by theirdifcourfe, have mifi the attayning ofthis knowledge, 
Tt we faith onely gehich lively anda ffuredt y emsbraceth the high amyfteries of our Religion. And 
no man candoubt, bitthar itis amoftexcellent aud commendable cotefprife, properly to 
accommodate and fitto the fervice of our faith, thenarural helpesand humane iunplements 
which Ged hath beftowed uponus.And no quieftion is tobe made, -butthat it is the moft 
honourable employment we can put themunto ; and that theréis'no O¢cupation or intent 
more worthy a good Chriftian, than by all meanes, ftudies and imaginations, carefully to 
endevour, how toembeliifh, amplifieand extend thearuth af his beleefeand religion. /t¢e 
net enough for us to ferve God in fpirit and foule, weowc him befides, and. wee yeeld unto 
hima corporal! worfhipping; we applie our limbs, our motions, and all extemal! things, 
to honour him. The like ought to bedone, and we fhould accompany our faith with all che 
reafon wepoffefie: Yet alwayes with this provifo,that we thinke it doth not depend ofus, 
andthat all our {trength and argtiments’can never atcaineto fo fupernaturall.and divine a 
knowledge: Except it feize upon us, and-asit were enter intous by anextraordinaric infu. 
fion : And unlefie it alfo enter into us, not onely by difcourfe, bur alfo by.humane meanes, 
fhe is not in her dignitie, nor in herglorie.And verily 1 fearetherfore, that exceptthis way, 
we fhould notenjoy it. Had wefalt-hold onGod,by the interpofition ofa lively faith;had 
we hold-faft on God by himfelft, and net by us; had wea divine foundation then fhould 
not humane and worldly occafions havethe power fore fhake and rorcer us, as they have. 
Our hold wowid not thea yceld tofo weake a batterie : The leveofnoveltie; thecon@xgint 
of Princes ; the good fucceffe of one partie ; the rafh and cafuall changing ofour opinions, 
fhould not then have the power to fhiake and alter our beleefe, We fhould nor fuffer the 
fame to be troubled at the wil and pleafure ofa new argument, and at the perfwafion, no, 
not of all the rherorike that ever was: we thould withtand thefe boiftrous billawes withan 
inflexible and ummoveable conftancie? 
Tis[os flatts rapes, at vafta refundit, 
Et varias circamlatrantes diffipat undas, 
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Ashuge'tocks doe regorge th’ invective waves, 
And diffipate the billowes brawling braves, 
Whictithefe gainft thofe ftill bellow out, 
 Thofe being big and {tanding ftout. a; 
Ifthisrai@Gf Divinitie did inany fort touch us, it would everie where appeare : Not only 
our words, but Our aétions,would beare fome fhew and luftre of its Whatfoever fhould pro, 
cced from us,might be feene inlightned with this nobleand matchlefle brightnes,Wefhould 
bluth for fhame, thet in humane fects, there was never any fo faGtious, whatdifficultie or 
ftrancenelfe foever his doctrine maintained, but would infome fort conforme his behayiors 
and {quare his life untoit!Whereas fodivine and heavenly an inftitution never markes chri- 
ftians but by the tongiie. And will you fee whether it be fo? Compare but our manners unto 
a Turke,or a Pagan,and we muft needs yeeld unto therm: Whereas in refpect of our religi- 
ons fuperioritie,we ought by much, yea by an incomparable diftsnce,out-fhine them in ex. 
éellencic:And well might aman fay, Are they {o inst focharttable,ana fo good? Then muff 
they be Chriffians. Allother outward fhewes and exterior apparences are common toallre. 
ligions:As hope,a fiance events ,ccremonies, penitence and martyrdome.T7 he peculiar badge 
of onrtruth foould be-vertwes As it isthe heavenliett and moft difficult marke, and worthied 
production of Verity itfelf,And therefore wasour good Saint Lews inthe right,whenthat 
Tartarian King who was becomea Chriftian, intended to. come to Lzons,to kifle the Popes 
feet,and there to view thefanctit i¢ he hoped to find inour liyesand manners, inftantly to ee 
vert him from it, fearing left our diffolute manners,and licentious kind of life,might fcanda- ~ 
lize him, and fo alter his opinion fore-conceived of fofacred a religion, Howbeit the contra. 
ry happened to another, who forthe fame effcét being come to Rome,and thereviewing the 
difoluteneffe of the Prelates and people of thofe dayes,was fo much the moreconfirmed ia 
eur religion ; comfidering with himfelfe what force and. divinity it mult of confequence 
have, fince it wasable, amid{t fo many corruptions and fo vicioufly-polured hands,tomain- 
taine herdignitie and {plendor. Had we but one onely graincof faith wee fronldthen be ableto 
remove mountaines from ont'their place, faiththe holy Writ. Our actions being guided and 
accompanied with divinitie, fhould not then be meerely humane, but even as our beliefe, 
containe fome wender-caufing thing. Brevis oft inftiturio vita honefra beateque, ficredas.The 
inftitution of an honest and bleffed life se but fhort,if aman beleeve.Some makethe world be. 
leeve, thatthey beleeve things they never doe, Others (and they are the greater number) 
perfwade themfelyesthey doe fo, as unable to conceive what itis to beleeve, .Wethinkeic 
flrange ifin warres, which atthis time doefo oppreffe our ftate, we.fee the events to float 
fo ftrangely, and with {6 common and ordinari¢e 2 manner tochange and alter: The reafon 
is, we adde nothingunto it but our owne. luftice, which is onthe one fide, is ufed but for a 
cloakeand ornament; fheis indeed alleadged, but nor received, nor harboured, nor wed- 
ded. She isasin the mouth ofa Lawyer, and not as fhe ought in che heart and affedtionof 
the partic, God oweth hes extraordinarie affiftance unto fath and religion,and not to ovr paf- 
rons. Men are but directors unto it and ufe religion for a fhew: It eughtto be cleanecontra- 
tie. Doe but marke if wedoe not handle it as it were a peeceof' waxe, from out fo right and 
fo firme a tule, to drawe fo many contrary fhapes. When was thisbetrerfeene thin now. 
adaies in France ? Thole which have taken itonthe left, and thofe who have taken it on the 
right hand ; Such as{peake the falfe,and fuch who fpeakethe truth of it,do fo alikeemploy 
and fit the fameto their violent and ambitious enterprifes, proceede unto it with fo con- 
formable a proceeding inriotoufnefte and injuftice,they makethe diverfitie they pretend in 
their opinions doubrfull, and hard to be beleeved, ina thing from which depends the cane 
du& and law of our life. Can a man fee from one fame Schoole and, Difcipline, more united 
and like cuftomes and fafhionsto proceed ? View butthehorrible impudencie wherewith 
we tofle divincreafonsto and fro, and how irfeligioufly wee have both rejeéted.aurd taken 
‘them againe, according as fortune hath inthefe publike ftormes tranfported us from place 
to place, Thisfolemne propofition ; Whether it be Lawfnll for a {ubietl, for the defence of 
religsen,to rebcland take armes again|t his Prince + Call butto minde,in what mouthes but 
a twelveamoneth agoe the affirmative ofthe fame was the chiefe pillar of the one part ; the 


negative was the maine-un 
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meth the veyce and inftruction of one and otherzand whether armes clatter and clang lefle 
for this,than for that caufe. And we burnethofe men, which fay, thateruch mult be made 
toabidethe yoke of our need : And how much worte doth Fraace,than{peake it ? Let ug 
confeffethetruth : he that from out thislawfull army fhould cull out, firftthofe who fol. 
low it for mecre zealeofa religiousaffeétion, then fuch as only regard the defence and pro- 
tection of their countries lawes, or {ervice of theit Prince ; whether hee could ever ere a 
compleat company ofarmed men, How comes it to paffe, that fo few are found, whe 
have ftill held one fame wiland progrefle in our publike revolutions, and chat we feethem 
now and then but faintly,and fometimes, as fafl as they can headlong to runne into the acti- 
on >? And the fame men, now bytheir violence and rafhnefle, and now through their flow- 
nes,demiffnes, and heavines to fpoile,and as it were overthrow ouraffaires, butthatthey 
are thruft intothem by cafuall motives, and particularconfideration, according to the di- 
verfities wherewith they are moved ? I plainly perceive, we lend nothing unto devotion bur 
the offices that flatter onr paffions, There is no hottilitie foexcellent, as that which is abfo- 
lutelyChriftian.Our zeale worketh wonders, when everit fecondeth our inclination toward 
hatred, crueltic, ambition, avarice, detraction, or rebellion. Towards goodnes, benignitie, 
or temperance, it gocth but flowly, and againft the haire, except miraculoufly, fome rare 
complexion leade him unto it, it neither runnes nor flieth to it. Onur religion was ordainedto 
root out vices, but it forewdeth, foftreth and provoketh them,Ascommonly wee fay, We muft 
not make a foole of Gad. Did wee beleeve inhim, J {ay not through faith, but witha fimple 
beleefe,yea (I {peake icto our confufion) did we but beleeveand know him, as wee docane 
other ftorie, or as one of our companions, we fhould then love him above all other things, 
by teafon of the infinite goodnes, and unfpeakable beauty that is,and fhines in him : Had he 
but the fame'place in our affe€tions, that riches, pleafures, glory and our friends have : The 
beft of usdoth not fe much feare to wrong him,as he doth to injurie his neighbour, his kin{ 
gaan, or his mafter. Is there fo fimple a minde, who ontheone fide haying before him the 
objeét of one of our vicious pleafires, and on the other tohis full view, perfeét knowledge 
and affured perfwafion, the {tate of an immortall glorie, that would enter into contentien 
ofone’for the ether? And if we often refufe itthrough meere contempt : for what drawetus 
to blafpheming, unleffe it be at all adventures, the defire it {elfe ofthe offence? The Philo- 
fopher Anzifthenes, when he was iniiated in the myfteries of Orphems, the prieft ; faying, 
unto him, that fuchas vowed themfelves to that religion, fhould after death receive eternall 
and perfeét felicities,replied ,ifthou beleeve it, why doft thounot diethy felf? Diogenes more 
roughly (as his manner was)and further from our purpofe,anfwered the prieft, who perfwa- 
ded him to be oneof his order,that fo he might come unto, and attaine the happineflt of the 
other world: Wiltthou haveme beleeve,that thofe famous men Agefilaus and Epaminondas, 
fhall be miferable, and that thou, whoart buean afle, and doft nothing of any worth, fhale 
be happy, becaufethou art a Prieft ? Did we but receive thefe large promifes of everlafting 
bleffednes with like authoritie, as we do a philofophicall difcourfe, we fhould not then 
have death in that horror as we have : 

Non jam fe moriens diffolvi conquereretur, 

Sed magis sre foras, vefemque relinguere ut ang xis 

Ganderet, pralouga fenex ant cornua cervus. 

He would notnow complaine to be diffolved dying, 

But rather more rejoice, that now he is forth-flying, 

Oras a Snake his coat out-worne, 

Oras old Harts, doth ca{t his horne, 

I will bediffolyed fhould we fay,and be with Jefis Chrift. The forcible power of Platoes 
difcourfe,of the immortality of the foule, provoked divers of his Schollers unto death, that 
fo they ‘might mote {peedily enjoy the hopes he told.chen of. . All which is a moft evident 
token,that wereceive our religion, but according, toour fathion, and by our owne hands, 
and no otherwife thai other religions are received... Weare placed in the country, where it 
wasin ufe;where we regard her antiquity, or the authority of thofe who have maintained 
her; where we feare the menaces wherewith fhe threarneth all mifbeleevers,or follow her 
ptomifes, The confiderations ought tobe applied and employed to our beleefe, but.as 
Subfidiaries : they be humane bonds... Another Conntry, other Teftimonies, equall Bip 
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mifes : alikemenaces,mightfemblably imprint aclcane contrary religion in us: we are Chie 
ftians by thefame ticle, as we are either Perigordins or Germans, And as Phare faith : There 
are few fo confirmedse Asheifine but fore great danger will bring untothe knowledge of Gods . 
dsvine power. The part doth not touch or concerne a good Chriftian : It is for mortall and 
worldly religions, tobe reecived by a humane convoy. What faith ss that lero be, which 
cowardice of heart doth plant,and weakueffe eftablifh in ns? & goodly faith, that beleevesthat 
which it beleeveth, oncly becaufe it wanteth the courage not to belceve the fame, Avici- 
ous patfion, as that of inconancie and aft onifhmentis, can it poflibly ground any regular 
production in our mindsor foules ? They eftablifh (faith he) by thercafon of their judge. 
ment, that whatfoever is reported of hell, or of after-commung paires, is but a fiction ; bur 
theoccafions to make triall of it, offering it felfe, a¢ what tune age or fickenes dothfom. 
monthem to death; theerrour ofthe fame, through the horrour of their future condition, 
doth then replenifh them with another kinde of beleefe, And becaufe fuch impreffions 
make mens heartsfearefull, hee by his lawes, inhibitech all iaftruction of firch threats, and 
the perfwafion, thac any evill may come unto man from the Gods, except for his greater 
good, and for amedicinable etfect, whenfoever he falleth intoit. The report of Bion, thar 
being infected with che Acheifines of Theodorus, he had for 2 long time made bat a mocke. 
ricof religious men ; but when death did oncefeize upon him, he ycelded unto the extre. 
meft fuperftitions: Asifthe Gods would either be removed, or come againe, according te 
Bions bufinefle. Plate and thefe examples conclude, that weé are brought to beleeve in 
God, cither by reafon,or bycompulfion, Atheifme being a prepofition, as unnaturall and 
monftrousas itis hard anduneafie to be eftablifhed in any mans minde, how infolencand - 
unruly foever heemay be. Many have beene feene, to have conceived, citherchrough ya 
niti¢ or fiercencfle, ftrange and feld-knowne opinions, as if they would become reforna- 
ersof the world, by affecting a profeffion onely in countenance : whothough they be 
fufficiently foolifh, yetarethey not powerfull enough, to ground or fettle itin their con{ci- 
ences. Yet will not {uch leave to lift-up their joyned handsto heaven, give them but a ftoc- 
cadoontheir breaft : and when feare fhall have fuppreft; or fickenelie vanquifhed this li- 
centious feryour ofa wavering minde, then will they fuffer chemfelves gently to be reclai~ 
med, and difcreetly to be perfwaded, co give credit untotruc beliefe and publike examples. 
Adectce {erioufly digefted is onc thing, and thefe fnallow and fuperticiall impreflions 
another, which bred bythe diflolutenefie of a loofe {pirit, do rafhly and uncertainely float 
up and downe the fantalie ofa man.Oh men moft braine-ficke and miftrable ,thatendevour 
to be worfethan they can ! Theerrour of Paganifme, and theignorance ofour facred truth, 
was the caufe of this great foulcs-fall , but oncly greatin worldly greatnes; aifoin this next 
abufe, whichis, thatchildren andeld men, are found to be morefufceprible orcapable of 
religion, as if it were bred and had her credit from our imbecillitie, The bond which 
fhonld binde our judgement, tte our wih, enforce and ieyne our foules to our Creator, fhould be 
4 boud taking his doubling and forces, rot from onr confiderations, reafans and paffions, but 
from a divine and {upernaturall compulfion, having but one forme, one countenance, and one 
grace; which is the authoritie and grace of Ged, Now our heartbe'ng ruled, and our foule 
commanded by faith, rcafon willeth, that fhe drawes all our other, parts to the ferviceof 
her intent, according to their power and facultic. Nor is it likely, but dheatbis vaft worlds- 
frame muft beare the impreffion of fome markes, therein imprinted by the hand of this 
great-wondrous Architect, andthareven in allthings therein created, there muft be fome 
image, fomewhat refembling, and having coherencie with the workeman that wrought 
and framed them, He hath left imprinted in thefe high and mifterious works,the characters 
of his divisitie: and onely our imbecilitie is the cauft, wee can nor difcover, nor read 
them. Icis that which himfelfe relleth us, That by his vsfible operations, hee dork manifest 
thofe that are ixvifibleto us. Sebend hath much travelled about this worthie ftudic,and 
fhewethus, That there ss no parcellof this world, that either belyeth: or [hameth hae Maker. 
It were 2 manifeft wronging of Godsgoodnefle, if all this univerfe did not confent and 
fimpathize with our belecfe, Heaven, earth, theelements, our bodies, our foule ; yeaall 
things elfe, confpire and agree ynto it : onely themeanes how to make ufeofthem mutt be 
fotind out : They will inftrud us fufficiently, be we but capableto leame and apt to under. 
ftand. For, this world i a moit holy Temple, into which man is bronght there to > ete 
tatnes 
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Starnes and Images, not wrought by mortailband, but fuch asthe fecret thenght of Gedhath 
wade fenfible, asthe Sunne, the Starres; the Watcrs and the Earth, thereby toreprefent the 
sntelisgible unto us. The invifible things of God (faith Saint Pan!) doe evidently appeare by 
the creatioxn of the world, indgeing of his eternal Wifedome and Divinity by hie workes. i 
a e4tque adeo faciem coli non invidet orbi, 
Tpfe Deus, walinfyue [aos corpnfque recludir, 
Semper voluendo : feque p(um inculcar & offert 
Ut bene cognofcs poffit,docearque videndo 
Q wile eat doceatqne |itas attendere leges, 
Go¢tothe world doth not heav’ns face envie, 
' x But by ftill moving it doth notitie 
His face and effence, doth himfelfe applie, 
hat he may well be knowen, and teach by feeing, 
How he goes, how we fhould marke his decreeing, 
Now eur reafon and humane difcourfe, isas chelumpifh and barren matter; and the grace, 
of God is the forme rheteof, T°ss that, which giveth Gach fafhion and worth unto it. Even 
asthe vertuous actions of Socrates and Cato, arc but frivolous and profitable, becaufe they 
. had nottheir end, and regarded not the love and obedience of the true creator of all things; 
¢ and nanely,becaute they were ignorant ofthe true knowledge of God : Sois it of our ima- 
ginations and difcourfe ; they havea kind of body, but a fhapeletfe mafle, without light or 
fafhion,unleffe faith and the grace of God be joyned thereunto. Fajth, giving as it were atin- 
~~ Mtureand lufireunto Sebords arguments, make them the more firme and folid : They may 
Well ferve for a direction and guide toa yong learner,to lead and {et him in the right way of 
this knowledge. They in fome fort fafhion and make him capable of the grace of God, by 
meanes whercof our beliefe isafterwardatchicved and made perfect. I know a man of au- 
thority, brought up in letters, who confeffed unto me, that he was reclaimed from out the 
erreurs of mif-beleeving by the Arguments of Sebond. And if it ha ppen,they be difpoyled of 
this ornament, and of the helpeand approbation of faith, and taken but for mecre hunvane 
fantazies, yet to combat thofe that headlong are fallen into the dread full error, and horri, 
; ble darkeneff¢ of irreligion,eventhen, fhall they be found as firme and forcible, as any other 
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of that condition, that may be oppofed againft them. So that we fhall hand upon termesto 

t | fay unto our pattics, 

Si melins quid habes, accerfe, vel impertim fer. Hen Lt.g, 5.6. 

, e. Jf you haye any better, fend for me, 

q Or elfe that I bid you, contented be, 

f Letthem cither abide the force of our proofes, or fhew us fome others, upon fome other 

h fubject, better compact and more full. 1 have in manner unawares halfe engaged my felfe 

7% ey inthe fecond objection, to which I had purpofed to frame an anfwet for Sebond, Some fay 

' his Arguments are weake, and fimple to verifie what he would 3and undertake to fronthim _. : 
cafily, Such fellowes mutt{ormwhat more reughly he handled: for they are more daneera Theftcond, obje- 

f } : ouy y So tiem 

a ous, anid more malicious than the firft.Man doth willingly apply other mens fayings tothe 

f advantage of the opinions he hath fore-judged in himfeife. To an Atheift all writings make 

; for Atheifine, He with his owne Venome nfegteth the innocent matter, Thefe have fome 


preoccupation of judgement that makes their tafte wallowith and taltlefie, to conceive 
thereatons of Sebond. As for the rett, they thinke to have faire play offered rhem, ifthey 
. have free liber tyto combat our religion with meere worldly weapons; which they durft 
; not charge, did they behold her in her Majefty, full of authority and. commandement, The 
l mesnes | ufcrofupprefie this frenzy, and whichfeemeth the fittett for my purpofe, isto 
| cruth, and tramplethis humane pride and fiercenefle under foot,-to make them feele the 
fl emptincfle, vacuitie,and no worth of man: and violently to pull out of their hands,the filly 
weapons of their reafon ; to make thein ftoope, and bireand fnarle at che ground, under the 
| authoriry and reverence of Gods Majefty, Onely toher belongeth fcience and wifdome, 


itisthe alone can judge ofherfelfe; and from her we fteale, whatfoever we repute, value, 
and count our felves to be. 
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Of greater, better, wifer minde than he, 


God can abideno mortall man fhould be. 
Let us firppreffe this over-weening ,the firft foundation of che tyrannie of the wicked fpi- - 
Prov.3.14. 4.6. rit: Dens fuperbes refifit: humilibus autem dat gratiam. G odrgfifteth the proud,bar giveth ie 
I6P6b.5.5 grace tothe humble.P lato faith, That intelligence isin all the Gods, but little or nothing at ak i 
sn men. Meane-while it is a great comfort unto a Chriftian man,to fee our mortall imple- : ‘ 
ments,and fading tooles,fo fitly forted to our holy and divine faith; thamwhen they are ema 
ployed to the mortal and fading fabjests of their Nature, they are never more forcibly, nor 
more joyntlic appropriated unto them. Letus then fee whether man hath any other ftronger 
| reafons in his power, then ebondes,and whether it lie in him, by argument or difceurfe, to 
cometo any certainty. For,Saint Augu/tine, pleading againft thefe kind of men, becaufe he 
| would upbraid them with their injultice, in that they hold the parts of our belecfe to be 
falfe, and that our seafon faileth in eftablifhing them. Andto fhew , that many things may 
be, and have beene, whereof our difcourfe can never ground the nature and the caufes; He 
propofech and ferteth downe before them certaine knowen and undoubted experiments, 
wherein man confefleth to fee nothiag ; which he doth as all things elfe, with a curiousand 
ingenious fearch. More muft be done, andthey muft be taught, thatto convince the weak- 
nefit of their reafon, we need not goe far to cullout rare examples : And thatitis fo deft. 
tive and blinde, as there isno facility fo cleare, that is cleare enough unto hersthateafie & 
uneafic is all oneto her ; that all fubjeéts equally, and Nature in generall difavoweth her 
jurifdi€tion, and interpofition. What preacheth truth unto us,when it biddeth us flieand 
{hun worldly Philofophy ; when it foottentellech us, that 42 onr wifdame ts but fally before 
God ; that of all vanities, man isthe greatest ; that man, who pre{umeth of his ‘aintadeiidal 
not yer know what knowledge iscand that man,who ts xothing,tf he but thinkg to be fomerbing, - 
feduceth and deceiveth himfelfe? Thefetentences of the Holy Ghoft, doe fo lively and ma- 
I nifeftly exprefic, what J would maintaine, asl fhould neede no other proofe againft fuchas 
| | with all fubmiffion and obeyfance would yeeld to his authority. But thefe willneeds be 
at whipt to their owne coft, and cannot abide cheir reafon to be combated, but by itfelfe.Let 
HI usnow butconfider man alone without other help armed but with his owne weapons, and 
i unprovided of the grace and knowledge of God, which is all his honeur,all his {trength,and 
ii all the groutid of his being. Let us fee what hold-faft,or free-hold he hath inthis gorgeous, 
; and goodly equipage. Let him with the utmoft power ef his difcourfe make me underftand, 
upon what foundation, he hath built thofe great advantagesand ods, he fuppoferh to have 
if over other creatures, Who hath perfwaded him, that this admit able moving of heavens 
{\ yaults ;that the eternal light of thefe lampes fo fiercely rowling over his head;rhat the hors 
~ yor-moying and continuall motion of thisinfinite va@e Ocean, were eftablifhed,and conti- 
nuiefo many ages for his commoditie and fervice?Isit poflibleto imagine any thing fo ridi- 
i culous, asthis miferable and wreched creature, which isnot fo much as mafter of himfelfe, 
ait expofed and fub ject to offences of all things, and yet dareth call himfelfe Mafter and Em- 
perour of this Univerfe? In whofe pewer itis not to know the leaft partofit, muchleffete 
commatid the fame. And theprivilege, which ke fo fondly challegenth, to be the onely abfo. 
Jute creature in this huge worlds-frame, perfectly able to know theabfolute beautie, and 
feyerall parts thereof, and that he is only of powerto yeeld the great Architeét thercof, due 
thankes for it, and to keepe account both of the receipts and layings out of che world. Who 
hath fealed him this patent? Let him fhew us his Ictters of privilege, for fo noble and fogreat 
a charge. Have they beene granted onely in favour of the wife? Then concernethey buta 
ae ; few. Arethe toolifh and wicked worthy of fo extraordinary afavour ? Who being the 
} worft part of the warld, fhould they be preferred before the reft ? Shall we beleeve him ; 
. Gic.mat.Deaslaa, QUOTHO igitur caufa quis dixerit effettum effe mundums ?-Eorum {eilicer aximantinm que 
ratione wtnntar. Hi funt'dy GS homines, quibus profette nihil et melius.For whofe canfechen 
foall aman fay, thatthe world was made? Tn (oath ,for thofe creatures fake, which have the 
ufe of reafon: Thofe are Gods and mensthanwhom Affuredly nothing ss better. Wethall neyer 
fufficiently baffle the impudency of this conjoyning. But tilly wretch, what hath hein him 
worthy fuch an advantage ? To confider the incorruptible life of che celeftiall bodies, their 
beauty, ereatneffe,and agitation, continued with fo juft and regularacourfe:  ~ 
—— sum fiefpicsmens magni eceleftia mnt ai 
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Templa fuper, fielli(que micantibus thera fixum, 
Er venit in mente Luna Soli(que viarim, 
be ; When we of this great world the heavenly temples fee 
FE Above us,and the skies with fhine-ftarres fixt to be, 
Aud marke in our difcourfe, 
OfSuine and Moone the courte; 
Fo confider the power and domination, thefe bodies: have, not onely upon out lives; and 
condition of our fortune; 
Fatta erenim & vitashominuma (ufpendit ab aftris: Masiil.afiron; 
For on the ftars he doth fufpend lib:3.58. 
Of men, the deeds, the lives, and end: . 
But alfo over our difpofitions and inclinations, ourdifcourfes and Wils, whicli they rule, 
provoke, and move at the pleafuure of their influences, as our reafon findsand teacheth us. 
peculacaqne longe Manilapien: 
Deprendit tacsis dominantia legibus aftra. tib.1.64, 
Et totum alterna mundums ratione movers, 
Fatornmque vices certis difcermere fi gWtS. 
By fpeculation it from far difcern’s, 
How ftar’s by fecret lawesdo ouide our fterns; 
And this whole worldis moov'd by entercourfe 
And by fure fignes of fates to know the courfe. : 
Seeing that nota man alone, ner a King only, But Monarchies and Empires, yéa, and all 
this world below is moved at the fhaking of one of the leaft heavenly motions. 
LQuantaque quam parvi faciant difcrimina motne : Manil. aftrar, 
Tantum est hocregnum quod regibus imperat ipfis. tib.4. 93. 
How little motioas make, how different’ affection: 
So great this Kingdome is, that hath Kings in fubjeétion. 
If our vertue, vices, fufficiency and knowledge, and the fame difcourfe we makeofthe 
power of the ftarres, and the comparifon betweene them and us, -commeth as ourreafon 
judgeth by their meane and through their favour. ; 
—— furitalter amore, 
Et pontum tranare porest & vertere Troiang; 
eA lrerins fors e5t Pribendi legibus apta: 
Ecce patrens nati perimunt,nato{que parentes; 
(Muanaqne armeati cocunt in vulnerafratres , 
Nox noftran hoc bekum est, Coguntur tanta movere: 
Tnque {uns ferri penas, lacerandague membra: 
Hoc quogne fatale e5t ficipfum expendere fatum. 
One with love madded, his love toenjoy, 
Can crofle the feas, and oyerturne all Troy : 
Anothers lot isto fet lawesfevere, ate 8 
Loe fonnes kill fathers, fathers fonnes deftroy, 
Brothers fer mutuall wounds their armes doe beare; 
Such war is not our owne, forc’t are we to it, 
Drawneto eurownepaines, our owne limbs to teare; 
Fates fo ’obferye t’is facall, we mult doe it. ; 
If we hold that portion of reafon, which we have, from the diftributionof heaven, how 
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can fhe make uscquall unto it ? How can the fubmic. his effénce and conditions unto our 


knowledge? Whatfoever we behold in tho huge bodies,doth affrighe Us: we molitiongna Cit. NatDew, 
ferramenta, qui vettes, qua machina, qu minifirs tantioperis fuerunt 2What workemanfbtp ? = 
What yron-braces? What maine beames what engine What Mafons aid Carpenters, were to 
fo great aworke? Why doe we then deprive then of foule,of life,and of difcourfe? Have we 
difcovered or knowen any unmoveable or infenfible ftupidity inthem 7 We, who haveno 
commerce but of obedience with then ? Shall we fay we have feenetheufeofa reafonahle 
foule, inno other creature, but in man ? What? Have we feene any thing comparable téithe 
Sunne ? Leayeth he tobe, becaufe we have feene nothing femblableunco.it > Andidoth he 
leaye 
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leave his moving, becaufe his equal] isno whereto be found? [f chat which we have not feene, 
isnot, our knowledee is wonderfull abrid gees 2 te fans tanta anim anguftia ? What 
warrownefje of my heart ss {ach ? Be they not dreames ot humane vanity, tommake a ccleftiall 
earth, or world of the Moone ? As Avaxagora did? And thereinto plant'worldly habita- 
tions, andas Plate and Plutarch doe, erect their colonies for ovr fe. And to make of our 
knowne earth a bright fhining planet? Jarer cetera naortalitatis incomsmoda,& hoc eS calige 
mentinm : nectantum neceffitas ertaudi,[ed errorum amor. eAmang other difcommoduies ef 
onr mortality this is one, there is darkneffe in onr minds, ard in ws not onely neceffiry of erring, 
but a love ef errors.Corruptibile corpus ag gravat animam,S deprimitterrena inhabitatia fen 
{um multacogitantem.Oxr corruptible body doth overlode our foute, and our dwellin og on earth 
weighes downe ont fex{e, that is {er to rbinke of many matcers.Pretumption is our naturall and 
original infirmitie, OfsUcreatures man isthe moft miferable and frailesand thoremthal the 
proudest and dif vinfullest.W ho perceiveth and feeth himfelfe placed here,amidft cheir Gics 
and mire of rhe world, faft tied and nailed to the worft,moft fenfelefle, and drooping partof 
the world, in the vileft corner ofthe houfe,and fartheft from heavens coape, with thofe crea. 
tures, that are the worft of the thrgeconditions ; and yetdareth imaginarily place himfelfe 
above the circle of the Moone, and reduce heaven underhis feet. Ic is through the vanity of 
the fame imagination, that he dare equal himfelfeto God, that he aferibeth divine condi- 


tions unto himfelfe,that he {eleéteth & feparareth himfelfe from our the ranke of other crea. : 


tures ; to which his fellow-brethrenand compeers, he cuts ourand fhareth their parts, and 
allorceth them what portions of meanes or forces hethinkes good.How knoweth he by the 
vettue of his underftanding the inward and fecret motions of beafts? By what comparifon 
from them to usdoth he conclude the brutifhnefie, he afcribcthunro them ? When Iam 
playing with myCat;whe knowes whether fhe have more {port in dallying with me,than I 
have in gaming with her ? Weentertaine gne another with mutuall apifh trickes, If I have 
my houre to begin orto refute, fo harh fhe hers.P/ate in fetting forth the golden age under 
Saturne,amongft the chiefe advantagesthat man had then, reporteth the comamunication he 
had with beafts, of whom enquiring and taking inftruétion,he knew the true qualities, and 
differences ofevery one of them: by, and from whom he got an abfolute underftanding and 
perfect wifedome, whereby lie led a happier life than we cando¢e. Can we have a better 
proofe to judge of mans impudency, touching beafts ? Thisnotable Author was of opinion, 
that inthegreateft part ofthe corporall forme, which nature hath beftowed on them, fhe 
hath onely refpected the ufe of she Prognoftications,which in his daies were thereby gathee 
red. That defect which hindreththe communication betweene them and us, why may itnot 
as well be in us,as inthem ? It isa matter ofdivinationte gueffe in whom the faule is, that 
we underftand not one another.For, we underftaid them no more than they us.By the fime 
reafon, may they as well efteemeusbeafts, as wethem, It isno great marvell if we under= 
ftandthem nor: no more doe we the Cornifh,the Welch, or Inifh, Yethave fome boafted 
that they underttoodthem,as ApollomineThyaneus, Melampus, Terefias,Thales and others. 
And if it be (as Cofmographers report) thattheré are Nations, who receive and admit a 
Doggeto be their King, it muft neceflarily follow, that they give a certaine interpretation 
to his voite and moving. Wemuftnote the parity that is betweene us, We have fome 
meane underftanding of their fenfes, fo have beaftsofours, abourthe famemeafure. They 
flatter and faune uponus, theychreat, and entreat us, fo doe we them. Touching other 
matters, we manifeftly perceive, thacthere is a full and perfeét communication amongft 
them, and that not onely thefe of one famekinde underftand one another, but even {uch as 
are of different kindes, 4 : 

Es mutapecudes, G denigne feclaferarum 

Diffimiles frernne veces varia(que clucre 

Cums metus aut dolor eft, ant cum iam gandia glifcnne. 

Whole heard’s (chough dumbe) of beafts, both wild and came 

Utedivers voices, dittrentfoundsto frame, 

As joy, or griefe, orfeare, 

Upipringing paffions beare, 

By one kinde of barking of a Dogege,the Horfe knoweth he hisangrie; by another voice 

of his, he isnothing difmaid, Eyen in beafts, chat haveno voiceatall, by the reciprocal] 
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kindoefle, which we fee in them, we eafily infetre there is fome other mean¢.of entercommu- 
their je(turcs treat, and their motions difvourfe: 
Nonalialongeratione atque ip{a videtur 15.1040, 
Protraberead g [funy puerosinfantia lingua, 
No otherwife, chen for they caanot fpeake, 
Children are drawne by fignestheinniindes co breake, 

And why not;,as well.as our dumbemendifpute, argue and: ‘tell hiflories by fignes >I 
have fecne fome fo ready and fo excellentin ity that-(in good footh) they wanted nothing to 
have their meaning perfectly underftood. Doe »wenot daily fee lovers with thelookes and 
rowling of theireyes, plainly, fheay-when they.are angrie or pleated, and howchey encf€at 
and thanke one another, afligne meetings, and exprefie any paffion ? 

E'l filentioancor fucle 
Haver prieghi & parole. : 
Silence alfo hathaway, : 
Wordsaud prayersto convay, ha 
What doe we with our hands? Doe we not fue and entreat;.promife andiperforme, call 
men unto us and difchargethem,bid them faryelland) be gone, threaten, pray befecchi,deny, 
refufe, demand, admire, number, -confefle,sepent, feare, bee. afhamed,idoubt; inftruct, 
command, incite, encourage, {weare, witnefle;accfe, condemne, abfolve; injurie,defpile, 
defic, defpight, flatrer, applaud, blefle, humble, snocke, reconcile, recommend ;exalt; fnew 
i gladneffe, rejoyce, complaine, waile »forrow, difeomfort, difpaire, cry out, forbid; declare 
flence and aftonifhment? And wharnot?:Withifg gtearvaration, and amplifying, as if 
they would contend withthe tongue. -And withour head , doe wenot invite and-cali tous, 
f difcharge and fend away, avow, difavow, belie, welcome, honour, worthip:di@aine;.de- 
fe! mand, direét, rejoyce, affirme, deny, complaine, cherith, blandith, chide, yceld; fubmic, 
brag, boat, threaten, exhort, warrant, affure,andl enquire? What doe we with our eye-lids? 
and with our fhoulders? To conclude, tkereis no motion, norgelturethac doth not {peake, 
and fpeakes ina language very ealie, and without any teaching to, be underftood : nay, 
which is more, itis a language commonand publikero all: whereby it.followeth (fceing 
the varictie, and feyerall ufe ichath from othets) char this muft rather bedeé¢med: the pros 
per and peculiar fpeech of humanenature. I omit that, which neceffitie in'time of neod 
doth particularly iaftruét and fuddenly ceach fuch as need. it; and the alphabets upon 
fingers, and eraminars by jeftures; and thefeierces which are-onely exercifed and exprefé 
fed by them: and the nations Pline reporteth to have no other {peechs At Ambafiador ,, 
of the Citie of Abdera, after he had talked a long time unto 4gés King of Sparsa,faidthus ,, 
unto him : O King, what anfwer wilt thou that I beare backe unto our citizens? Thus(an- 
{wered he) that Thave faffered thee to {peake all thou would{t;andaslong asthou pleafedtt; - 
without ¢ver {peaking one word, Isnotthis a kindeof {peaking filence, andeafietobeuns ,, 
derftood ? And as for orher matters ; what fufliciency is there i us, that we muftnotacs 
knowledgefrom the induftry and labours of beaits? Can there be a more formall,and berter 
ordered policie, divided into fo feverall charges and offices, more coaftantly entertained and 
better maintained ,than that of Bees? Shall we imagine, their fo orderly difpofing of their 
actions, and managing of their vacations, have fo proportioned and formal! 2 conduct 
without difcourfe, reafon, and forecaft? 
His quidam fignis atque hecexempla fequuti, ¢ Vig. Georg: ib 
é Eff: apibus partem divina mentis, & hanftus 4: 219. 
eAathereos dixeres 
Some by thefe fignes, by thefe examplesmevé,, 
Said that in Beesthere isand may be proved 
Some tafte of heavenly Kinde, ; 
; Part of celeftiall minde, 
The Swallowes whichat theapproach of {pring time we ies tovpry,tofearch,and ferret all 
the corners of our houtes ; is it without judgement they f{eeke,,or: without difcretion they 
chufe from out a thoufand places,that which isfiteett for chera,to build theirmefts and lodg- 
ing? And inthat prety cunning contexture, aud admirableframing of their houfes, would 
birds rather fit theméclves with a round, than a {quase figure with:an obeufé, than a right 
: ; : angle, 
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angle, exceptthey knew both the commodities and effects of thei? Would they (fuppofe 
you) firft cake water and then clay, unleffechey oueffed chat the hardneffe of the-one.is foft- 
ned by the moiftnefle ofthe other? Would they floorecheit palace withimofle or downe,ex- 
cept they forefaw thatthe terider parts of ‘their young ones fhall thereby lie more foft and 
eafie ? Would they fhroud and fhelter themfelves: from ftormy ‘weather, and build their 
cabbins toward the Eaft,tunlefle they knew the different conditions 6f wind s,and confidered 
. that fore aremore healrhfull and fafe for them than fome othets? Why doth the Spider {pin 
her artificial web thicke in one place and thinin another?’ And si6w uleth one, ahd'then 


“another knot, except fhe had an imaginary kinde of deliberation, fore-thought, and contlu- 


fin? Weperceiveby the greater part of their workes- what excellehcy beafts’ have over 
us, and how weake our art and fhort our cunning is, if We goe about to iimitare them. ‘We 
fee notwithftanding, even in our grofeft workes, whatfaculties:we employ i them,and how 
our minde employeth the uttermoft of her skill and forces in themi: why fhould wee not 
thinkeas much of them ? Whereforedee we attributetheworkes, which excell what ever 
we can performe, either by nature or by art, unto a kinde of unknowne, naturall, and fervile 
inclination? Wherein unawates wee give them a great advantage over us, to inferthatna- 
ture, led by a certaine loving kindneffe, leadeth and accompanieth them (asitwere by the 
hand) unto alltheadtions and commodities of their life ; and that fhe forfaketh and leaveth 
ustothe hazard of fortunes and by artro-queft and finde oucthof things that ate behoye- 


full and neceffarie for our preferyation ¢.anditherewithal! denteth’ tis the meanes £6 ats 


taine by any inftitution and contention of fpirit to the natural! fufficieney of brute beats: 
Sothactheir brutifh ftupidity doth in all*Commodities exceed, whatfoever our divine ne 
selligencecan effect. Verily, by this accountwee might have juft caufeand great’ reafon 
toterme het a moft injuft and partiall tepdame? Burthere is no fuch chi 
fodeformed and difordered, Nature hath generally imbraceda her créatures : And there 
isnot any,but fhehathamply fored withall.neceflary meanes for the prefervation of their 
being.’ Forthedaily plaints; which T ofter hearemen make (when the licence of their con- 
ceits doth fometimes raiferhem above the clouds, and then head long tumbling thém downe 
evento the Aaripodes ) exclaiming that man is the onely forfaken and out-caft creature, 
naked onthe bare earth, fait bound and fwathed, having nothing to coverand arme himfelfe 
withall but the fpoile of others; whereas Nature hath clad and mahtled all other creatures, 
fome with thels, fome with huskes, with rindes, with haire, with Wwooll, with ftings, with 
briftles, witlvhides, with mofle, with feathers, with skales, with fleeces, and with filke, ac- 
cording as their quality might need, or their condition require: And hath fenced and armed 


_ them withclaweé, with nailes, with talons, with hoofes, with teeth, with Rings, and with 


hornes, bath to aflaile others and to defend themfelyes: And hath moreover inftruded 
them in every thing fit and requifite forthe, as to fwim,to ruane,to creepe, to flie, to roare, 
to bellow, and to fing : whereas man only (Oh filly wretched man) can neither goe, nor 
{peake, nor fhift, nor feed himfelfe, unlefle it be to whine and weepe oncly, except hee 
bee taught, 

Fn porrospuerut [avis projethius ab undis 

Navita,andushumi jacet infans, indigusensni 

Vitali ancilio, cum primum in luminss ovas 

Nexibus ex alvo matris naturaprofudie, 

Vagituque locum lagnbrs complet, wt equnm oft 

Cus tantum in vitareftet tranfire malorum : 

At variacrefcunt pecudes, armenta, feraqne, 

Nec crepstacula ess opus eft,nec cnigqnam adbibenda off 

Almanutricisblanda arqneinfratta loquela : 

Nec varias querunt veftes pro tempore cali : 

Deniquenon armis opus eff,non meenibwe alris 

Quelsfiatutentur, guandoonsnibm omnia large 
| Tellus ipfa pavit, naturagne dedala rerum, 

An infant, like.a fhipwracke fhip-boy caft from feas, 

Liesnaked onthe ground and fpecchleffe, wanting all 
) Thehelpesof vicall fpirit; when nature with fimal! cafe 


ng, our policy isnot _ 


al 


oa: 


eeuetinemnneeeename nme enameees ene eee 


The fecoud Booke, 


Chap. 12. 


Of throw’s,to fee firft light, from her wombe letshim fall, 
Then, asis meet,with mourn’ full cries ke fils the place, 
For whom {fo many ils remaine in hisliyes race. 

But divers herdsottame and wild beafts foreward fpring, 
Norneed chey rattles, nor of Nurcescockting-kind 
The flattering broken {peech their lulluby need fing, 

Nor fecke they divers coats, asdivers feafonsbind. 
Laftly no armour need they, nor high-reared wall 
Whereby to guard their owne, fince all things unto all 
Worke-mafters naturedoth produce, 

And the earth largely to their ufe, 

Such complaints are falfe : There isa greater equality and more uniforme relation in the 
policy of the world. Our skin isas {ufliciently provided with hardueffe againt theinjuries 
of the wether, as theirs: Witneffe divers Nations, which yet never knew the ufeof clothes. 
Ourancient Gaules were butflightly apparelled,nomorearethe Itifh-men,our neighbours, 
in fo colda climate: Which we may better judge by our felves; for,allthofe parts of our bo-~ 
die, we are pleafed to leave bare to windeand wether,are by experience found ablecoendure 
it:]fthere be any weake parttinus,which in likely-hood fhould feemeto feare cold, it ought 
to bethe ftomacke, where digeftion ismade : Our forefathers ufed to have it bare, and our 
Ladies(asdainty-nice as they be)are many times feene to goe open-brealted,as low as their 
navill.. The bandles and fwathes about. our children areno more neceflary : And the mo- 
thers of Lacedemonia, brought up thcirsin allliberty and loofenefie of movin g their limbs 
Without {wathing or binding Our whining,our puling and our Weeping is common to moft 
creatures, and divers ofthem are often {eeneto waileand gtone along time after their birth, 

forformiich as it is acountenance fitting the weakneffe wherein they feele themfelves, As for 
the ufe of earii ig,and feeding, itis in us, asin therm ;vaturall:and without teaching, 

Sentit enim vim quifque (uam quam polfis abusi, 

For every one foone-underftanding is 

Of his owne ttrength, which he may ufe amifle, 

Who will make queftion,thata child having attained the firength to feed himfelfe,could 
not queft for his meat, and fhift for hisdrinke > Fheearth without labour or tilling doth 
fufficiently produce'and offer him as much as he fhallneed. And ifiyot at all times,no more 
doth fhe unto beafts; witneffe the provifion, wee fee the Ants and other filly creaturesto 
make again{t thecold and barren feafons of the ycare. The nations, that have lately bin difs 
covered fo plenteoufly ftored with all manner of naturall meat and drinke, without care ot 
labor, teach us, that bread isnot our onely foed : And that withouttoyling, our commor 
mother nature, hath with gt cat plentie flored us with whatfoever fhould-be need full for us, 
yea, as itis moft likely, more richly and amply, thaa now adaies the doth, that we haye 
added fo much art unto it: 

Et tellus nitidas fruges vinetaque lata 

Sponte {ua primum mortalibus ipfa creavit, 

Ipf{a dedit‘dulces fetus, F pabula lata, 

Lue mune Vix noftre grande(cunt aubla labore, 
Conterimulque boves ( vires agricolaram : 

The carthicfelfe at firft of th’owne accord 

Did men rich Vineyards, and cleane fruit afford. 
Ti gavefweet of-{prings food from {wecter foyle 
Which yettcarfe greater grow forallour toyle, 
Yettiretherein we doc, 

Both Plough-mens ftrength and Oxen too. 

The glattonous exceffe, and intemperate lavifhnefle of our a ppetite exceedingalithein~ 
veutions, we endeyour to finde out, wherewith to glutand cloy the fame. As foraumes and 
weapons, we have mote, that benaturall unto u s, than the greateft part of other beafts: We 
have more feyerall motions of limbs, and. naturally, wichout teaching : Wexeape more fer- 
viceable af ofthem,than they do:Thofe which are trained up tofight naked, are {eenc head 
long to caft themfelyesinto the fame hazards and dangers,as we doe.If fome beatts excell us 
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in this advantage, we exceed many others : And the induftrie toenable, the skill to fortifie, 
and the witto fhelrer and cover our body by artificiall meancs, wehave it by a kind of na. 
turall inftinétand teaching.Which to prove; the Elephant doth whet and fharpen his teeth, 
heufeth in warre(for he hath fore he onely ufeth for that purpofe)which he heedfully {pa~ 
reth, and never puts them to other fervice : When Bulsprepare themfelves to fight, they 
raife,{catter,and with their feet,caft the duft about them : The wild Boare whets histuskes ; 
when the Jchzennsan is to grapple with the Crocodile, he walloweth his body in themire, 
then lets the famedrie and harden upon him, which he doth fo often that at la(t the fame be- 
comesas hard & tough as any well compact cruft, which ferveth him in ftead of a Cuirace, 
Why fhall we not fay, thatitisas naturall for us to arme our felyes with wood and yron ? 
As for fpeech, fure itis, thar ifirbe notnaturall itisnot neceflary. [beleeve nevertheletfe, 
that ifa childe,bred infome uncouth folitarinefle,farre from haunt of people(though it were 
a hard matter to make triall of 1t) would no doubt have fome kind of wordsto exprefle,and 
fpeech to utter his conceits : And itisnot to be imagined, that nature hath refufed us that 
meane,and barred us that helpe,which fhehath bettowed upon many and divers other crea- 
tures : For, what is that faculty we fee in them,when they feeme to complaine,to rejoyce,to 
call oneunto another for helpe, and bid one another to loving copulation (as commonly 
they dee) by the uf of their voice, buta kind of fpeech? And fhall notthey {peake among 
themfelves, that fpeakeand utter their minde untous, and weto them ? How many waies 
fpeake we unto our Dogges, and they fecmeto underftand and anfwerus ? With another 
language and with other names fpeake we unto, and call them, than we doe our Birds, our 
Hooges, our Oxen, our Horfes, and fuch like ; and according to their different kindes we 
change our Idiome. ! 

Cofi per entre loro {chiera bruna 

Sammufal’nna con Valtraformica, 

Forfe a {psar lor via, & lor fortuna. 

So Ants amid{t their fable-coloured band 

One with another mouth to mouth confer, 

Haply their way, or ftateto underftand. 

Mefeemeth that Laétantins doth not onely attribute {fpeech unto beafts, butalfo laugh« 
ing. And the fame difference of tongues, which according to the diverfity of Countries is 
found amongttus, is alfo found amongtt beafts of one fame kinde. Ariftorle to that purpofe 
alleageth thedivers calles or purres of Partriges, according to the fituation of their place of 
breeding : 

—— varieque volucres 

Longe altace alio jacinnt in tempore vocess 

Et partins mutant chm tempeftatibus una 
Rancifonos cantus. 

And diversbirds, fend forth much divers founds 
Atdivers times, and partly changethe grounds 
Of their hoarce-founding fong, 

Asfeafons changealong. 

But it would be knowen, what language fich a child fhould peake:and what fome report 
by divination, hath no great likely-hood. And ifagainft this opinion, aman would alleage 
uito me, that fich as are naturally deafe, fpeakenot atall : Tanfwer, that it is not onely be- 
caufe they could not receivethe inftruction ofthe world by theireares,butrather in afinuch 
asthe fenfe of hearing, whereof they are deprived, hath fome affinity with chat of {peaking, 
both which witha naturall kinde of ligament or feame, hold\and are faftned together: In 
fach fort, as what we {peake, we mutt firft {peake it unto our {elves,and before we utter and 
fend the fame forth to ftrangers, we make it inwardly co found unto our cares. Ihave faid 
allthis, to maintainethe coherency and refemblance, that isin all humane things, and to 


bringus unto the | mesa Weare neither above nor under the reft : whatever is 


under the coape o heaven (faith the wife man) runnech one law, and followeth one fortune. 
Indupedita {ais fatalsbus omnsavinclss. 
All things enfolded are, 
In fatall bondsas fits their fhare. “ 
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Sorne difference there is, thereare orders aiid degrecs; but all is under the yilage of one. 
fame nature, 

——_— res quaque [uo rite procedit, & omnes 
Federe nature certo ds[crimina fervant. 

All things proceed in their courfe, natures all 
Keepe difference, as in their league doth fall. 

Man muft be forced, and marfhalled within the lifts of this policie, Miferable man with 
all his wit cannotin effect goe beyond it: he is embraced, and engaged, and as other crea- 
tures of his rankeare, he is fubjected in like bondes, and without any prerogative or effen- 
tiall preexcellencie, what ever Privilege he aflime unto himfelfe, he is of very meane con. 
dition, That which is given by opinioa or fantafie hath neither body nortafte. And if ic 
be fo, that he alone, above all other Creatures, hath this liberty of imagination, and this lia 
cence of thoughts, which reprefent unto him, both what is,and what is not & what him plea- 
feth, falfehood and truth; it isan advantage bought ara very high rage,and whereof he hath 
litle reafou to glorie:For thence {prings the chicteft fource ofall the mifchiefs that opprefie 
him, as finne, ficknefle, irrefolution, trouble and defpaire, But to come to my purpole, Ifay 
therefore, there isno likelyhood, we fhould imagine, the beafts deethe very faine things 
by a naturall inclination and forced centiitie, which we doe of our owne freewil and indu- 


firie, Of the very fame effects we mult conclude alike faculries; and by the richeft effects in 


fer the nobleft faculties, & confequently acknowledge, that the fame diftourfe and way, we 
hold in working, the very fame,or perhaps fome other better doe beafts hold, Wherefore 
fhall we imagine that natural compulfion in them,that prove no fuch eff our felves?Since 
it is more honourable to be addreffed to act, and tyed to worke orderly, by and through a 
natural] and unayoideable condition, and moft approching to Divinitie, than regularly to 
worke and a&,by,and through a cafirall and rafh libertic; and it is fafer to leave the reignes 
of our conduct unto nature, chan unto ourfélves, The vanitie of our ptefumption maketh us 
rather to be bcholding, and as it were endebted unto our owne ftrength, for our firfficiency, 
than unto her liberalitic, and enrich other creatures with naturall gifts, and yeeld thofe unto 
them,that fo we may ennoble and honour our felves with giftspurchafed , as methinketh, 
by avery fimple humour : For, I would prize graces, and value gifts, that were alcogether 
mine owne, and naturall unto me, as much as I would thofe, [had begeed, and witha long 
prentifhip, thifted for. Jt lyeth notin our power to obtaine a greater commendation, than to 
be favoured both of God and Nature.By that reafon,the Fox ,whichthe inhabitants of Thrace 
ufe whenthey willattempe to march upon the yce of fome frozen river, and to that end let 
her goloofe afore them, fhouid we fee her running along? theriver fide, approach hereare 
clofeto the yce, toliften whether by any farre or neere diftance, fhe may heare thenoyfeor 
Toaring of the water,ranning under the fame,and according as fhe petceiveth the ycethereby 
tobe thicke or thinne,ro goeeither forward or backward ; might not we lav fully judge.that 
the fame difcourfe poflefiech her head,asin like cafe it would ours ? And that it isa kinde of 
debating reafon and confequence, drawen from natural fanfe > Whatfocver maketh anoy[e 
moveth,whatfoever moverh,ts not frozen; whatfoever is xot frozen, is liquid whatfoever sh 
quid zeelds ander any weight? For to impute that onlyioa quickoefle of the fenfe of hearing, 
without difcourte or confequence,is but a foncconceipt, and camorenter into my imagina~ 
tion. Fhe like muft be judged of fo many wiles,and inventions, wherewith bealts {ave theme 
felves fromthe fnares,and {cape thebaits we lay to entrap them. And if we will take hold of 
any advantage tending to thar purpofe,that it isin our power to feize upon them,to employ 
them to our ferviee,and to ufe them at our pleafure;it is burthe fame oddes we have oneupon 
another. To which purpofe we have our flavesor bond: men; and were not the Climacides, 
certaine women in Syria, which creeping on al fourc, upon the ground, feryed the Ladies in 
fteed of footitoles or ladders to get up into their coochs? Where the greater part of free men 
for very flight caufes, abandon both their life and being,tothe power of others. The wives 
and Concubines of the Thracians ftrive and contend, which of them (halbe chofen, to bee 
flaine over her husbands or loverstombe. Havetyrants ever failed to find many men vowed 
totheir devotion? Where fome for an over-plus, or fopereorgation haveadded this necef- 


fty,thatzhey muft neceflarily accompany them, aswell in death, asin life. Whole hoftes of 


i . 
mca hayethus tyed thenifelyes unto their Captaines, The tenor of the oatly miniftred ynto 
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the {chollers,tharentered end were admitted the rude fchoole of Romaa Gladiators,em pli- 
ed thefe promifes : which wasthis.We vow and {weare, to fuffer our felyes,to be enchained, 
beaten, burned and killed with the {word, and endure whatfoever any lawfull fenfer ought 
toendurefor his mafter : mof religioufly engaging both our bodie and foule to the ufe of 
his fervice : 

Ure meum fi vis flammacaput, © pete ferro 

Corpus, e mtorto verberererga fecas ini cep: 
Burne tyrant (if thou wilt) my head with fire, with {word 
My body ftrike, my backe cut with hard-twifted cord, 

Was not this a very (tri covenant? Yet were there fome yearesten thoufand found that 
entered and loft themfelves in thofe fhooles, When the Scichians buried their King, they, 
Arangled over his dead body firit, the chiefe(t and bet beloved of his Concubines, then his 

*Cup-bearer, the Mafter of his horfé, his Chamberlaine, the U fher of his Chamber, and his 
matterCooke. And in his anniverfary killed fiftie horfe, mounted with fifty Pages, whom 
before, they had flaine with thrufting fharpe {takes into cheir fundament, which going up 
alone their chine- bone, came out at their throat. Whom thus mounted ; they fet in orderly 
rankes about the tombe. The men that ferveus, doc it bettercheape, and fora lefle cugi- 
ous, and favourble entreating, than we ufe unto birds, unto horfes, and unto dogees, 
What carke and toile,apply we not our {elves unto fortheir fakes ? Me thinks, the vileft and 
bafett fervants will neverdoe that fo willingly for their Mafters, which Princes are gladto 
doe fortheir beats. Diogenes feeing his kinsfolks to take care how they might redeeme 
him out of thiraldome ; they arefooles ({aid he)for, it ismy Matter, that governeth,keepeth 
feedeth and ferveth mee : And fuch as keepe or entertaine beafts, may rather fay they ferye 
them,than thac they are ferved of them. And if they have that naturall greater magnanimi- 
ty, thatnever Lyon was feene to fubjeét himfelfe unto another Lyon, nor one Horfe unto 
another Horfe, for wantofheart. As wee hunrafier beafts, fo Tygers and Lyons hunt af- 
ter men, and have a like exercife oneupon another: Hounds over the Hare; ele Pike or Luce 
over the Tench; the Swallowes over the Grafle-hoppers, and the Sparrow-hawkes over 
Blacke-birds and Larkes, 

ferpente ciconia pullos 

Nutrit, & wventa per devia rura lacerta, 

Et leporem aut capream fame lovis,& generofae 

In faltn venantur aves. 

The ftorke her young-ones feeds with ferpents prey, 
And lyzerts found fomewhere out of the way, 

Toves {ervants-Eagies, hawkes ofnobler kinde, 

In forrefts hunt, a hare or kid to finde. 

We fhare the fruits of our prey with our dogges and hawkes, as.a meed of their paine 
and reward of their induftry. As about Amphipolts in Thrace, faulkners, and wilde hawks 
divide their game equally:And as about the AZotide-fennes, if fifhers doenot very honeftly 
leave behind them an even fhare of their fifhings for the Woolves-that range, aboutthofe: 
coalts, they prefently run and teare their nets, And,as we havea kinde of tifhing, rather 
managed by fleighr,than fi rength,as that of hookeand line about our Augling-rods,fo have 
beafts amongft themfelves. Arifforle reporteth, that the Cuttle-Fifh, catteth along gut our 
of her throat, which like a line fhe fendeth forth, and at her pleafure pullcth it in againe,ac- 
cording as fhe percciveth fome little fith come ncere her, who being clofe-hidden in the 
gravell or ftronde, letteth him nible or bite the end of it, aad then by little and littledrawes 
itin unto her, untill the Fith be fo neere,that with a fodaineleapefhe may catch its Touch- 
ing ftrength,thereisno Creature in the world,open to fo many wrongs and injuriesas man: 
Heneed not a Whale, anElephant, nora Crocodile, nor any fuch other wilde beatt, of 
which onc alone is of powerto defeat a great number of men:fecly lice are able comake Sif 
La give over hisDigtatorfhip:The heare and life of amighty and triumphantEmperor,is but 
the break-falt ofa fecly little Worme.Why fay we, that skillto difcerne,and knowledge to 
make choyce(gotren by artsand acquired by difcourle)of things good for chislifeyand ayail- 

full againft ficknefle, and fo diftinguith of thofe, which are hurrfull, and to know thewertue 

of Reubarb, gualicic of Oake ferne, and operation of Polipodie, is only peculiar unto man? 


When 


ren rc 


Chap. 12. The fecond Baok Bi a, 


'e 


ne 


SE 


When we feethe Goats of Candia being fhot withan arrow, to choofe from out a million 
offimples, the herb Dittamy or Garden-ginger, and therewith cure themfelves; and the 
Tortoife having eaten of a Viper, immediatly to feck for Origon or wild Marjoram, to 
purge herfelfe:the Dragon to run and cleare his cies with fenel:the Cranes with their bilst6 
minifter glifters offea-water untothemfelves ; the Elephants to pull our, nor only from 
themfelves and their fellowes, but alfo from their mafters(witneffe that of King Porus,whori 
Alexander defeated) fuch javelins or darts, as in fight have bene thirled or fhor atthem; 
“fonimbly and fo cunningly, as our felyes could never doit fo cafily,and with folicrle paine: 
Why fay wee not likewifethat that is fcience, and pradencein then ? For, ifto depreffe 
them, fome would alleadge, itis by the onel y inftruction and inftin& of Nature;they know- 
it; that will not takethe name of fCience, and titleof prudence from them; itisrather to 
afcribe it unto them, thanto us, for the henour of foaflured af{choole-miftris. Chry/ippus, 
albeit in otherthings as difdainfull a judge ofthe condition of beafts, as any other Philofo- 
pher,confidering the earneft movingsofthedog, who comming into a path, thatled three 
feverall wayes,in earch or queft of his Mafter, whom he had loft, or in purfuitoffome prey, 
that hath efcaped him,goeth fenting firft onc way, and then another, & having affured him- 
felfoftwo, becau€ hefindeth not the tracke of what he huntcth-for, without more adoe.fu- 
rioufly betakes himfelfe to the third; he is enforced to confeffe, that fuch 4 dog rpuft ne- 
ceffarily difCourfe thus with himfelfe, Zbave followed my Mafters fooring hitherto, hee must 
of neceffiry paffe by one of the{e three wayes ; it # wether this nor that,then confequently hee ss 
gone this other. Andb y this conclufion or difcourfe afluring him felfe,comming to the third 
path, hee ufeth his fenfe no more, nor founds it any longer, but by the power of reafon 
fuffers himfelfe violently tobe caried through it. . This meere logicalltricke, and chis uft of 
divided and conjoyned propofitions, & of the fufficient numnbring of parts:]s it not as eood , 
thatthe dog knowit by himfelfe, as by Trapezuntins hislogicke ? Yet atenot beaftsalto- 
ether unapt to be iaftruéted after our manner. We teach Blacke-birds, Starlins, Ravens, 
Biots, and Parotstochat ; and that facilitie we perceiye in them, to lend us their voyce fo 
fipple;and their wind fotragtable, that fo wee may frame and bring itto a certaine number 
of letters and filables, witnefieth, they havea kind of inward reafon, which makes them {© 
docile, and willing tolearnc. I thinke every man is cloied and wearied with feeing fo man 
apifh and mimmike trickes,that jiiglers teach their Doggcs,as the dances, where they mifle 
not one cadence of the founds or notesthey heare: Marke but the divers turnings, & feverall 
kinds ofmotions, which by thecommandement oftheir bare words they make them per- 
forme: But I wonder nor a little atthe effect, which is ordinary amoneftus; and that is, the 
dogs which blind men uf, both in Citie and Country : Ihave obferved how fodainly they’ 
willffop when they come before forme doores, where they are wont to receive aliness how a 
carefully they will ayoyd the fhocke of Carts and Coaches, even when they have roome 
enough to pafle by thei felves, I have feenc fome,going alonga Towne-ditch feayea plaine 
and even path, and take a worfe, that fochey might draw their Malterfrom theditch. How 
could a man make the dog conceive, his charge was only to looke to his mafters fafetieand 
for his fervice to defpife his owne commoditie and good ? And how fhonld he have the 
knowledge,that fiuch a path would be broadeinough for him,but net fora blind man ? Can 
; all this be cenceived without reafon ? We muft not forgct what Pfutarke affitineth to have 
feenca dog in Rome doc before the Empcrour Vefpa/ian the father, inthe Theatre of ALzy- 
cellus. This Dog ferveda jugier, who wasto playa fiction of many faccs,and fundry coun- 
tenances, where hea!fo wasto ada part. Amongft other things, he was fora long whileto 
counterfeit and faine himfelfe dead, becaufe he bad eaten of a certaine drugge : having fwal- 
lowed a peece of bread which was fuppcfed to be thedrug,he began fodamily to ftageer and 
fhake, asifhe had beene giddie, then ftretching and laying himfelfe along ;as ftifte as if hee 
were ftarke-dead, faffered himfelfeto be dra gged and haled from one place to another, ac- 
cording to the fubjeét and plot of the play, and when he knew histime, firft he beean faire 
and foftly to ftirre, asifhe were rouzed out of a dead flumber, then lifting up his head, hee 
looked and ftared fo gaftly, that all the by-flanders were amazed. The Oxen, which in the 
Kings cardens of Sz/a were taughtto water them, and to draw water out of deepe Wells, 
turned certaine great whecles, to which were faftned great buckets (as in many places of 
Languedoke is commonly fcene) and being ay one appoynted to draw juft a hundred 
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turnesa day, they were fo accuttomed to that number, as it was impoffible by any compul- 
fion to make them draw oné more, which taske ended they would fuddenly ftop. Weare 
growne ftriplings before wecan tell a hundred ; and many Nations have lately beene difco= 
vered that never knew whatnumbers meant.More difcourfe is required to teach others,than 
to betaught, And omitting what Democritus judged and proved, which is,that beafts have 
inftruéted us in moft of our Arts ;_ Asthe Spider to weave and few, the Swallow to build, 
the Swan, and the Nightingale muficke,and divers beafts, by imitating them, the Art of 

 Phyficke : Ariftotle is of opinion, that Nightingales teach their young-ones to fing, wherein 
they employ both long time and much care:whenceit followcth,that thofe which wekeepe 
tame in Cages and have pot had leafure to goetotheir Parents {choole, lofe much grace in 
their finging. Whereby we may conclude, they are much amended by difciplineand ftudy, 
And among({t thofe that run wilde, their fong isnot all one, nor alike.Each one hath learnt 
either berter or worfe, according to hiscapacity. And fo jealous are they in their prentife- 
fhip, that to excell one another, they will fo ftouely contend forthe maftery, that many 
times, fuch as are vanquifhed die;their wind and ftrengti foner failing than their voice, The 
young-ones wil very fadly fit recording their leffon, and are often feene labouring howto 
imitate certain fong-notes: The Schollerliftneth attentively to his Mafters Leflon,and care- 
fully yeeldeth account of t¢;now one and then another fhall hold his peace:Marke but how 
they endeyour to anend their faults, and how the elder ftriveth to reprove the youngeft. 
Arrius protefteth to have feene an Elephant,who on every thigh having a Cimball hanging, 
and one faftned to his truncke,at the found of which,all other Elephants danced inaround, 
now rifing aloft, then lowting full low at certaine cadences,even asthe inftrument directed 
them, and was much delighted withthe harmony. In the great fhewes of Rome, Elephants 
were ordinarily feene, taught to move and dance at the found ofa voice, certaine dances , 
wherein were many ftrange fhifts,enter-changes, caprings, and cadences, very hard to be 
learned.Some have beenc noted to konne and pra¢tife their leffons,ufing much ftudy & care, 
as being loath to bechidden & beaten oftheir mafters.But thetale ofthe Piotis very ftrange, 
which Plwtarke confidently witneffeth to have feene : This Jay wasin a Barbers fhop of 
Reme,and was admirablein counterfeiting with her voice whatfoever fhe heard:It fortuned 
one day, that certaine Trumpeters fiaied before this hop, and there founded:a good while ; 
and being gone,all that day,and the next after the Piot began to be very fad, filent,and me- 
lancholy, whereat all men marvyelled and frmized thatthe noife or clang of che Trumpets 
had thus affrighted and dizzied her, and that with her hearing the had alfo loft her voice, 

Butat laft they found, fhe was but in adeepe ftudy,and dumpith retracting into herfelfe, 
exercifing her minde, and preparing her voice, toreprefent rhe found, and exprefle the noife 
of the Trumpets fhehad heard : And the firft voice fhe uttered was that, wherein fhe per- 
feétly exprefled their ftiaines, their clofes, and their changes: having by her new Prentifhip 
altogether quic, and as it were, {corned what ever fheecould prattle before. I will notomit 
to alleage another example of a Dogge, which Platarke alfo faith to have feene (as for 
any order or method, I know very well Idoe but confound it, which Lobferve no more 
in ranging thefcexamples, than [doc inall thereft of my bufineffe) who being in afhip, 
noted that this Dogge was in great perplexity how toget fome Oyle out ofa deepe Pitcher, 
which by reafon of it’s narrow mouth, he could not reach with his tongue, got him pre- 
fently fome Pibble ftones, and put fo many into the Iarre, that he made the Oylecome up 
foneare the brimrhe, as he could eafily reach and licke fome. And what is tha: but the ef- 
fect ofa very fubtill {pirit? It is reported that the Ravens of Barbary will doe the like, when 
the water they would drinke is too low. This action doth fomewhat refembiethat, which 

Juba a King ofthat Nation relatcth of their Elephants,that when through the wiles of thofe 

who chafethem, any one chanceth to fall into certaine deep pits, which they prepare for 

them, ard to deceive them, they cover over with reeds, fhrubs, and boughcs, his fellowes 
will {peedily with all diligence bring great ftore of ftones and pecces of timber, that fo they 
may helpe to recover him out againe,Butthis beaft hath in many other etfects, fach affinicy 

with mansfufficiency, that would I particularly trace out what experience hath taught, I 

fhould eafily get an aflirmation of what I fo ordinarily maincaine, which is, that there is 

more difference found betweene fuch and fuch aman, than betweene fuch a beaft and fucha 
sé male An Elephants keeper ina private houfe of Syria, was wont every meale co fteale away 
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halfe of the allowance which was allotted hin 5 it fortuned on aday, his mafter would ,, 
needs feed him himfelfe, and having poured that juft meafure of barly, which for his 5, 
allowance he had prefcribed him, into his manger: the Elephant fternely eying his mafter, ,, 
with his truncke divided the provender in two equall parts, and Jaid the one afide, by 5, 
which he declared the wrong hiskeeperdid him. Anotherhaving a keeper, whotocn- 45 
creafe the meafire of his provender; was wont to mingle {tones with it,came one day tothe 
pot which with meat in it for his keepers dinner was fecthing over the fire,and filled itup 
withafhes.Thefeare but particular effects : But that which all the world hath feene, and all 
men know, which is, that in all the armies that came out of the Eaft, their chiefeft ftrength 
confifted intheir Elephants by whomthey reaped without comparifon,farre greater effects, 
than now adaies wedoby our great Ordnance, which ina manner holds their placeina ran- 
ged battel (fuclvas have any knowledge in ancient Hiftories may cafily gueffe it to be true) 


eAnibali, & roftris ducibus, regique Meloffo 

Hornm majores, & dorfe ferre cohortes, 

Partems aliquam belli, & enntem inpralia turmam. 
Their elders ufde great Hannibalto {teed 

Our Leaders, and AZoloffian Kings at need, 

And on their backe to beare (irong- guardixg Knights, 
Pait of the warre, and troupesaddreft to fights, 

Aman muft needs reft affured of the confidence they had inthefe beafts, ar-d of their 
difcourfe, yeclding the front ofa battel unto them ; where the leaft ftay they could haye 
made, by reafon of the hugeneffeand weight of their bodies, and the leaft amazement that 
might have made them turne head upon their owne men, had bin fufficient to lofe all, And 
few examples have been noted, thatever it fortuned they turncd upontheir owne troupes, 


whereas we head-long throng one upon another, and fo are putto rout : They had charge 


. given them, notopely of one fimple moving, but of maity and feverall parts in the com- 


hat: As the Spaniards did to their dogges intheirnew conqueft of the Indias, to whom 
they gaye wages, and imparted their booties; which beafts fhewed as much dexteritie in 
purfuing, and judgement in ftayingtheir yictoric, in charging, orretreating, and as occafi- 
on ferved indiftinguifhing their friends from their encmies, asthey did earneftneffeand ea- 
gernes:we rather admire and confider{trangethan common things:without which I fhould 
never fo long have ammufed my felfe about this tedious catalogue. For,in my judgement he 
that fhall necrely checke, what we ordinarily {ee in thofe beafts chat live amongft us, fhall in 
them finde as wonderfull effects, as thofe which with fo much toile are collected in far coun- 
tries and paffed ages. Jt is onc fame nature, which (til doth keep her courfe,He that through. 
ly fhould judge her prefent eftate, might fafely conclude, both what fhall happen,and what 
is paft.I haveiceneamong{t us, men brought by fea from diltant countries, whofe language, 
becaufe we could in no wife underftand, and chat their fafhions,their countenance,and their 
clothes did altogether differ from ours; who of us did not decme them brutifh and fayage? 
who did norimpuretheit mutencfle unto fupiditic or beaftlines, and to fee them ignorant 
ofthe French tongue, of our kiffing the hands, of our low-lowting courtefies, of our be- 
haviour and. carriage, by which, without contradiction, humanenature ought to take her 
patterne ? Wha:foever feemeth ftrange unto us,and weunderftand not, we blame and cons 
demne, The like betalleth us in our judging of bealts. They have diverfe qualities, which 
fomew hat fimbolize with ours: from which,wemay comparatively draw fome conjecture, 
bur of fuchasare peculiar untothem,what know wee what they are?Horfes, Dooges,Oxen, 
Sheepe, Birds, and the greatcr number of fenfitsve creatures that live amongit us, know 
our yoyce, and by it fatter chemfelves to be directed. So did the Lamprey which Craffa 
had ,and came to him when he called it; fo do the Eelesthat breed in Arethufaes fountaine. 
And my felfe have feene fome fifh-ponds, where, ata certaine cric of thofe that kept them, 
the fh would prefently come to fhoare, where they were wont to be fed. 

nomen habent.& ad magifiri 30.6, 
Vocem guifque {ui venit citatus. 

They have their proper names, and every one 

Coines at his mafters yoyce, as call’d upon 


-f quidem Tyrto fervire folebant inv, fet.t2, 107. 
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By which we may judge, and conclude,that Elephants have fome apprehenfion of reli. 
gion, forfomuch as after diverfe wafhings and purifications, they are feenc to dift up their 
truncke, as we doc our armes,and ac certainc houres of theday, without any inftruétion, of 
theirowne accord, holding their eyes fixed towards the Sunne-rifing, fall into a longme- 
ditating contemplation : yct, becaufe wee fee no furch apparence in other beafts, may wee 
righly conclade, that they are altogether void of religion, and may nottake that in pay- 
ment, which is hiddenfromus, As we perceive fomething.in that action, which the Phi- 
lofopher Cleanthes well obferved, becaufe it fomewhat drawes neere unto ours. He faw(as 
himfelfe reporteth) a company of Emmets goe from their neft, bearing among{t them the 
body ofa dead Ant,toward another Emmets net, from which many other Ants came,as ic 
were to meet them by the way to parly with them,who after they had continued together 
awhile, they which came laft, returned backe,toconfult (as you may imagine) with their 
fellow.citizens,and becaufe they could hardly come to any capitulation; they made two or 
three voyages to and fro: In the end, the laft come, brought unto the othera worme from 
their habitation, as for a ranfome of the dead, which worme the firft company tooke upon 
their backes, and carried it home, leaving the dead body unto the other. Loe here the 
interpretation that C/eamrhes gaveit : Witaeffing thereby, that thofe creatures which have 
no voiceat all, havenevertheleffe mutual commerce, and enterchangeable communication, 
whereof if we benot partakers, itis onely our fault: and therfore doe we fondly to cenfure 
it, And they yet produce divers other effects, farre furpaffing our capacity and {0 farre out of 
the reach of our imitation, that even our thoughts areunabletoconceive them. Many hold 
opinion, that in the laft and famous fea-fight,which Antonie loft againft Auguftus bis Ad. 
mirall-gal! y wasin her courfe ftaied by that little fifh the Latinescall Remora,and the Eng. 
lifh a Sucke-ftone, whofe property is,to ftay any fhip he can fatten himfelfe unto. And the 
Emperour Calignéa, failing with a great fleet along the coaft of Romania, hisowne Gally 


was fuddenly ftaied by fuck a fifh,which he caufedto be taken fticking aft tothe keele.. 


moodily raging, that fo litelea creature had the poweifto force both fea and winde, and the 
violence ofall hisoares, onely with herbill fticking to his Gally (for itisa kinde of fhell- 
fifth) & wasmuch more amazed when he perceived the fith, being brought aboord his fhip, 
to haveno longer thar powerfull vertue,which it had, being in the Sea.A certaine Citizen of 
Cyzicum,whilomn purchafed unto himfelfe the reputation to bean excellentMathematitian, 
becaufe he had learn’t the quality ofthe Hedge-hogge, whofe property isto build his hole 
or denne, open diverfe waies, and toward feverall winds, and fore-{ecing rifing ftormes, he 
prefently ftoppeth the holesthartway;which thing the forefaidCitizen heedfully obférving 
would in the City foretell any future {torme, and what wind fhould blows The Cameleon 
taketh the colour ofthe place wherein he is. The fith called a Pourcontrell, ‘or Manie- fect, 
changeth himfelfe into what colour he lifts,as occafion offereth it felfe; that fo he may hide 
himfelfe from what he feareth,and catch what hefeeketh for.In the Cameleonit is a change 
proceding of paffion, butin the Pourcontrell a change in a&tion ; we our felves dog often 
change ous colour, and alter our countenance, through fudden feare, choler, fhame, and 
fiach like violent paffions, which are wontto alter the hew of ourfaces: butit is bytheetfect 
of fafferance, asin the Cameleon. The jaundife hath power to make us yelow, but itis not 
in the difpofition ofourwils, The effects we perceive in other creatures, greater than ours, 
witneffefome more excellent faculty in them,which is concealed from us; asit is to be fup-' 
pofed, diverfe others of their conditions and forcesare, whereof no apparance or knowledge 
commethtous. Ofall former predictions, the ancienteft and moft certaine were fuch as 
were drawen from the flight of birds: we have nothing equall unto it,norfo admirable. The 
rile of fluttering, 8¢ order of fhaking their wings,by which they conjecture the confequen-— 
cesofthings to enfue, mutt neceffarily be directed to fo neble an operation by fomeexcel- 
lent and fupernaturall mcane: For,it is a wrefting of the letter, to attribute fo wondrous ef- 
feéts,to any naturall decree, without theknowledge,confent, or difcourfe of him that cau- 
feth and produceth them, and isa moft falfeopinion : Which to prove, the Torpedo or 
Cramp-fith haththe property to benumme and aftonifh, not onely the limbs ofthofe that 
touch it, but alfotheirs, that with any long poleor fifhing linetouch any part thereof, thee 
doth tranfinit and convey a kinde of heavicnumming into the hands of thofe that ftirre or 
handlethe fame : Moreover, it it averred, that ifany matter be caft upon them,the attonifh- 
- Ment 
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ment is fnfibly felt to gaine upward untill jt come to the hands, and evei through the wa. 
ter it aftenifheth the feeling-fence. Is not thisa wonderfull power ? Yet isit not altogether 
unprofitable for the Cramp-fith, fhe both knowes and makes uf of it: for to catch prey fhe 
purfueth, fhe is {eene to hide herfelfe under the mud, thar, other fifhes fwimming over her, 
ftrucken & benummed with her exceeding coldnefie, may fall into her clawes, The Cranes, 
Swallowes, and other wandering birds, changing theirabode, according to the feafons of 
the yeare, fhew evidently the knowledge they have of their forcedivining faculty,and often 
putthefame inufe. Hunters affure us, that ro chufe the beft dog, and which they purpofe. ,, 
to keepetrom out a litter of other young whclps, there isno better meane than the damme * 
herfelfe : for, ifthey be removed trom out their kennell, himthat fhe firft brings thither ,, 
againe, fhall alwaies proyethe beft; orifone but encompafic her kennel! with fire, looke z 
which of her whelps fhe firft feeketh to fave, is undoubtedly the beft: whereby it appeareth, m 
they have a certaine ufe of Prognofticating that we have not ; or clf forme hidden ver tue,to ,, 
judge of their young ones, different and more lively than ours, The manner ofall beafts i 
breeding, engendering, nourifhing, working, moving, living, and dying, being fo neere to 
ours, what ever we abridge from their moving caufes, and adde to our condition above 
theirs, can no way depart from our reafons difcourfe. Fora regiment of our health, Phyfiti- 
ons propofe the example of beafts manner of life and proceeding unto us: for this common 
faying is alwaies in the peoples mouth : 
Tenex chawds les pieds & latefte, Tonb, err. pop. 
eu demeuram vivex enbeffe. pur.2.pag.t 40. 
Keepe warme (t’is meete) they head and fecte : 
In all the reft, live like a beaft. 
Generation isthechiefeft nacurall ation + we have a'certaine difpofition of ome mem- 
bers, fitreft for that purpofe; neverthelefic, they bid usrange our felyes unto a brutith fitua- 
tion and difpofitior, as moft effectual : 
——more ferarim, Lust [4.1256. 
Quadrupedumque magis ritu, plerum que Pittart ar 
Concipere uxores : quia fic loca fumere poffisnt, 
f Pettoribus pofitie, (ublates femina lumbe. 
tAnd reje& thofe indiftrcerand infelenc motions, which women have fo luxutioufly found 
out, as hurtfull’: conforming them to the example and ufe of beafts of their fex, as more 
modeftand confiderate, 
Naw mulier probibet fe concipere, atque repugnat, Ibid. 1260. 
Clumbus pf a vivi V ene rem fi lata retrat et; 
eFtque exoffato ciet omni pettore flutlus, 
Ejictr enim (uleiretta regione viaque 
Vomerems atquelocis avertit feminis lum. 
If it bejuttice to giveevery one hisdue, beafts which ferve, love, and defend their bene- 
factors, purfue and outrage ftrangers, and fuch as offend them, by fo doing they reprefent 
fome fhew of our juftice, asalfo in referving a high kindeof equality in difpenfipg of what 
they have to their young-ones. Touching friendfhip, without all comparifon, they profeffe 
it morelively & fhew it nore conftantly,than men. Aircanus a dog of Ly/imachzs the King, ,, 
his mafter being dead, without eating or drinking would never come from otf his bed, and res 
when the dead corps wasremoved thence, he followed it, and laftly dung himfelfeintothe ,, 
fire, where his mafter was burned. As did alfo the dogge of one called Pyrrhus,who after he ‘ma 
was dead, would never budge from his mafters couch, and when he was removed, fuffe- =A 
red himfelfero be carried away with him, and atlaft flung himfelfe into the fire wherein his es 
mafter was confiimed, There are certaine inclinations of affection, which without counfell |, 
of reafon avife forntimes in us, proceeding of a cafuall temerity, which fome call Symaparhie: 
beafts as wel as men are capable ofit. We feejhorfes take a kinde of acquaintayce onc'of 
another, fo that often, traveling by the hich-way,or feeding together, we have much adoto 
Keep them afunder, wee fee them bend and applic their affectionsto fome of their fellowes 
colours, asif it were "pon acertaine vifages and when they meet with any fuch, with fignes 
of joy, aud demonftration of good will, to joine and accoft them, and to hate and fhunne 
fome ether formes and colours. Beafis, as well as wee, haye choice in their loves, and are 
very 
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very nice in chufing of their mates. They are notaltogether yeid of our extreme and un- 
appefable jealoufies. Luftfull defires are either nacurall,and neceflary,as cating and drinking; 
or elf naturall and notneceffary, asthe acquaintance of males and females : orelfeneither 
neceflary nor naturall : Ofthislaft kindeare almoft all mens: For, they are all fuperfuous 
and artificiall. It is wonderfull to fee with how little nature will be fatisfied, and how little 
fhe hath left forus to bedefired. The preparations in our kitchins,doe nothing at all concerne 
herlawes. TheStoikes fay, thatamanmight very well fuftaine himfelfe with one Olivea 
day. The delicacy of our wines, is no part of her leffon,no moreis the furcharge and relifh- 
ing, which weadde unto our letcherous appetites. 
neque tha 
Magno prognatum depo[cit confule cunnnm. 

Thefe ftrangeluitfulllongings, which the ignorance of good, and a falfe opinion have 
pofielt us with, are in number fo infinite,that ina manner they expell all thofe which are na- 
turall seven asif there were fo many ftrangers in a City,thatfhould either banifh and expell 
allthenaturall inhabitants thereof, or utcerly fupprefle their ancient power and authority, 
and abfolutely ufurping the fame, take pofleffion of ic. Brute beafts are much more regulare 
than we;and with more moderation containe themfelyes withinthe com pafle,w hich nature 
hath prefcribed them: yetnot fo exaétly, but thatthey have forme coherency with our rio- 
tous licencioufnetfe. And even asthere haye beene found certaine furious longings and un- 
naturall defires, which have provoked men untothe love of beafts, fo haye diverfe times 
fome of them beene drawne to love us,and are poftefled with monttrous affections from one 
kind to another: witneffe the Elephant, that in the loye of an herb-wife,in the city of Alex. 
andria,was corivall with efri/fophanes, the Grammarian; who in all offices pertayning 
toanearneft woer and paffionare {uiter, yeelded nothing unto him:For, walking thorow the 
Fruitemarket, he would here and there {natch up fome with his truncke,and carry them un, 
toher : asneere asmight be he would never loofe the fight of her : and now and then over 
her band puthistruncke into her bofome, and feeleher-brealts, They alfo report ofa Dra- 

on,that was exceedingly in lov@gvitha yong maiden; and ofa Goole in the City of Afape, 
which dearely loved a young childe : alfo of a Ram that belonged tothe Mufitian Glar- 
fia. Doe we not daily fe Munkies ragingly in love with women, and furioufly to purfue 
them? And certaine other beafts, given to love the males of their ownefex ? Oppianusand 
others report fome examples, to thew the reverence, and manifeft the awe, {ome bealts 
in their marriages, beare unto their kindred: but experience makes us often feethe cone 
trary = : 
nec habetut turpe jnvenca 

Ferre patrem tergo : fit equa {ua filia coninx: 

QO nafque creavit, init pecudes caper: ipfaque cnins 

Semine concepta est, ex illa concipit ales. 

To beare her Sire the Heifer fnameth nor: 

The Horfe takes his owne Fillies maiden-head : 

The Goat getsthem with young whom he begot: 

; Birds breed by them, by whom themfelves were bred. 

Touching a {ubtil pranke and witty tricke, is thereany fo famousas that of Thalesthe 
Philofophers Mule, which, laden with falr, pafling thorow a River chanced to ttumble, fu 
thatthefacks fhe carried were all wet, and perceiving the fale (becaufe the water bad mel- 
tedit) to grow lighter, ceafed nor, affoone as fhe came neere any water, together with her 
load to plunge herfelfe therein, untill her mafter, being aware of her craft,commanded her 
to beladen with wooll, which being wet became heavier ; the Mule finding herfelfe decei. 
ved, ufed herformer policy no more. Thereare many ofthem, that lively reprefent the vi- 
fage of our avarice,who with agreedy kinde of defire endevour to furprife whatfocver comes 
within their reach, and though they reap no commodity nor have any ufe of it,to hide the 
fame very curioufly. As for husbandry, they exceede us,not onely in fore-fightto fpare,and 
gather together for timesto come, but have alfo many parts of the skill belonging there un- 
to. Asthe Ants, whenthey perceive their cotne to grow muftie, and graine ro be fowre, for 
feareit fhould rot and putrifie,fpread the fame abroad before theirnea(ts, thatfo it may aire 
and drie. Butthe caution they ufe ingnawing, ard prevention they imploy in paring their 
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graines of wheat, is beyond all imagination of mans wit: Becaufe wheat doth not alwaies 
keepe drie nor wholefome, but moiften, mels and diflolve into akinde of whey, namely, 
when it beginneth to bud, fearing it fhould turne to feed, and lofe the nature of a ftore- 
houfe, for their fuftenance, they part and gnaw-off the end whereat it wonts to bud. As 
for warre, which is the greatelt 8 molt glorious of all humane actions, I would faine know, 
if we will ufe ic for an argument of fome prerogative, or otherwife for a teflimonie of our 
imbecilitieand imperfection, asin truth, the fcience we ufe to defeat and kill one another, 
ro fpoileand utterly to overthrow our owne kinde, it eemeth, it hath not much tomake ie 
felfe to be wifhed-for in beafts, that haveitnor. luven fat. 3 
quando leoni 16a. 
Fortror eripuit vetane leo, quo uemore unqham 
Expiravit aper maioris dentibis aprs? 
When hath a greater Lion damnitide 
A Lions life ?in what wood everdi’de, 
A boare by tusks and gore, 
Ofany greater boare ? 
Yet are not they altogether exempted from it : witneffe the furious encounters of Bees, aud 
the hoftile cnterprifes of the Princes and Leaders of the two contrary Armies. 
Sape duobus Virg, Georg. bse 
Regsbus inceffit magno d:[cordia motu, 67. 
Continuoque animos vulgt & treprdantia bella 
Corda licet lange maicieok 
Oft-times twixc two no great Kings great diffention 
Wath much adoe doth fet them at contention; 
The vulgare mindes {trait may you fee from farre, 
And hearts that tremble at the thought of warre. 
Inever marke thisdivine defcription, but mee thinkes I read humane foolifhnefle and 
worldly yanitie painted in ir, For,thefe motions of warre, which out oftheir horror and 
aftonifhment breed this tempeft of cries, and clang of founds in us : 
Fulgur ubi adcalum fe tokit, roraque circum : Lwerbr.326. 
eALre renide[cit telus, [ubterque virum vi 
Excitur pedibus fonitus, clamoreque montes 
Iitivejettant voces ad fidera mundi: 
Whiere lightning raifech it felfe to the skies, 
Theearth fhines round with armour, foundes doc rife 
By mens force under feet, wounded with noyfe 
The hilles to heav’n reverberate cheir voyce, 
This horror-caufing aray offo many thoufands of armed men, fo great furie, carneft fer- 
vor,and undaunted courage, it would make one laugh to fee by how many yaine occafions 
itis raifed and fet on fire, and by what light meanes it is againe fupprefled and extingt. 
P aridss propter narratur amorem Hor. b3, ¢pi.2.6, 
Gracia Barbaria diro collifaduello. 
For Paris lu{tfull love (as Stories tell) 
All Greece to direfull warre with A fia fell. 

The hatred of one man, a fpight,a pleafure,a familiar fufpect,or a jealoufie;caufes, which 
ought not to move two fcolding fifh- wives to feratch one another, isthe foule and motive 
ofall this hurly-burly.Shail we beleeve them that are the principall authors and caufes ther, 
of? Let us but hearken unto the greatert and moft victorious Emperour, and che mightieft 
that ever was, how pleafantly he Jaughs,and wittily he plaies,at fo many battells and bloody 
fights ,hazarded both by feaand land,at the blood and lives of five hundred thoufand foules 
which followed his fortune, and the ftrengthand riches of two parts of the world confit. 
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Aut futie aur pugnemus att : quid fi mibi vita 
Charior est 1pfa mentnla ? Signa cavant. 
(Lufemy Latine fomevehat boldly, but sis with that leave which you have given mee,) 
This vaft huge bodie hath fo many facesand feverall motion, which feemetethreat both 


heayen and earth. 
fluam moielti Lybico volvuntur marmore fiutlus 


Savusubs Orion hybernis conditur undis : 

Vel cnm fole novo denfatorrentur arifte, 

ent Hermi campo, ant Lycta flaventibus arvss, 

Scuta fonant, pal[uque pedum tremit excita tellus. 

As many wayes, as rowle in Affricke matble- founds, 

When fiere Oryon hides in Winter waves his head: 

Or whenthicke-eares of Corne are parcht by Sunne new-fpred. 

In Hernsus fcuicfull fields, or Lycaes ycllow grounds, 

With noyfe of fhields and feet, the trembling earth {o founds. 
Tha many-headed,divers-armeaso cles es yeh ale man:wretched weake & mis 
ferable man:whom if you confider well,what ws he,bat acrawling, & ever-moving Ants.neaft? 

Tt nigram campis agmen:——— 

The {able-coloured band, 

Marches alongthe Land. 

A outt of contrarie winds, the croking ofa flight ofRavens, the falfe pafe ofa Horfe, the 
cafual flight of an Eagle, adreainc,a fodaine voyce, a falfe figne, a mornings mift,an evening 
fogec,are enough to overthrow, fufficientto overwhelme and able to pull himto the ground. 
Letthe Sunne but fhinchot upon his face, hee faints and {welters with heat : Caft buta 
little duft in his eyes,asto the Bees mentioned by our Pect, all our enfignes,all our legions, 
yea great Pompey himfelfe in the forefront of them is overthrowne and putto rout (For as 
T remember it was he whom S errors vanquifhed in S, paine,with all thofe goodly armes.) 
This alfo ferved Ewmenes againtt Antigonns and Surena againft Craffi : 

Hi motus animorum, atque hac certamina tanta, 
Pulverss exiguijatin compreffa qute[cent. 

Thefe ftomacke-motions, thefe contentions great, 
Clam’d witha litele dif, ftrait lofe heir heat, 

Let us but uncouple fomeofour ordinary flies and let loofe afew gnats amengft them, 
they fhall have both theforce to {catter, and courage to confume him. The Portugals aot 
long fince beleagring the City of 7 amly,in theterritory of X/atine, the inhabitants thereof, 
brought great {tore of Hives, (whereof they have plentic) upon their walls:* And with fire 
drovethem fo forcible upon their encmics,who as unable to abidetheir affaults,and endure 
their ftingings, left their enterprize. Thus by this new kinde of helpe was the liberty ofthe 
Towne gained, and victory purchafed ; with fo happy fuccefle,that in their retreating there 

was riot onetownef=man found wanting. The foules of Emperours and Coblers are all cast 
in one fame mould .Confidering theimportance of Princes aétions,and their weight, wee per- 
{wade our felves, they arebrought forth by fone as weighty and important caufes; weeare 
deceived : They are moved, ftirred and removed in their motions, by the fame forings 
and wards, that wee are in ours. The (ame reafon that makes us chideand braule,and fall 
out with any ofour neighbours, caufeth a warreto follow betsveenePrinces; The fame 
reafon that makesus whiporbeat alackey, maketh a Prince(ifhee apprehend it)to fpoyle 
&& wafte a whole Province. They have as cafie awill as we, but they can doe much mere. Alike 


. defires pexturbe both a skinne-worme, and an Elephant. Touching traft and futhfulnefe 


sheve ts no creature in the world (0 trecherous asman. Our hiftories report the earnctt pure 
fulitand fharpe chafé, that fome Dogges have made forthe death of their mafters.King Pin, 
rbhus finding a Dog,t hat watched a dead man, and underftanding he had done fo three daies 
and nights together, commanded the corps to be enterred, and tooke the Dog along wich 
him. Icfortuned one day (as Pirrbus was furvaying the Generall Mufters of his Army) the 
Dog perceiving in that multitude, che man who had murthered his maifter, loud-barking. 
and with great rage ran furioufly upon him; by which fignes he furthered and procured his 
mafters revenge, which by way of juftice, was fhortly executed. Even fo'did the Dogge be- 
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lorging to Hefiodus, furnamed the wife, having convicted the children of Canifberof Nan- 
A ‘ : a : ° 
paitus, of the murther committed on his Matters perfon. Another Dogge being appoin- 
ted to watch a Templcin Achenssbaving perceived a facrilegious theefe, to carrieaway the 
as : : 1 “4 ; a : P . 

faircft jewelstherein, barked at him fo long as he was able,and feecing he could pot nwanen 
the Sextons or Temple-keepers followed the theefe,whither~foevcr he went ; daie-light be- 
ing come, he kept himfelfea loof-off, but never loft the fight of him: if he offered him mear, 

D er te : A ; 

he utterly refufed it;but ifany paflenger chanced to come by,on them he fawned swith wag- 
ing his taile, and rooke whatever they offered him ; Ifthe theefe ftaied roreft himfelfe, he 
allo ftayed in the fame place: The newes of this Dogge being come to the Temple-keepers, 
they as they went along, enquiring of the Dogs haire and colour, purfued his tracke folong, 
that at laft they found both the Dog and the theefe in the Citie of Cromyon, whom they 
brought backe to Athens, where for his offence he was feycrely punifhed. And the judges in 
acknowledgement of the Doggesgood office, at the Cities charge appointed him fer his 


fuftenance a certaine daily meafure of Cornejand enjoyned the Priefts of che Temple, care~ 

fully tolooke unto him, P/utarke affirmeththis ftorie to be moft true.and to have hapned 

ji histime. Touching oratitudeand thankfulneffe, (forme thinks we haye need to further 

this word greatly) this onely examp'e fhall fuffice, of which Appion reporteth to haye been 
a foectator himfeclfe. Oneday (faith he) that the Senate of ‘Raeme, (to pleafeand recreate the 
common pepple) caufed a great number of wilde beafts to be baited namely huge great Li- 

ons, it fo fortuned, thatthere was one amon ftthe reft, who by reafon of his furious and 

ftately carriage, of his, unmatched ftrength, of his great limbs, and ofhis loud, and tere 

ror-caufing roaring drew all by-ftanders eyes to gaze upon him, Amongft other flaves,that 
in fightof all the people were prefented to encounter with thefe beafts, there chanced to be 

one Androdus of Dacia, who belonged untoa Roman Lord, who had been Confull. This 
huge Lion, having eyed hima far off; firft made a fuddaine ftop, as {trucken into a kind of 
admiration, then witha milde and gentle contenance, as if he would willingly have taken 
acquaintance of him, faire and foftly approached unto him : Which done,and refting, affu- 
red he wasthe man he tooke him tor, begun fawningly to wagge histaile,as dogges doe that 
fawne upon their new-found matters, and lickethe poore and miferable flaves hands and 

thighes, who through feare was almoft out of his wits and halfedead. Androdusat laft ta- 

king hart of grace ; and by reafon ofthe Lions mildneffe having rouzed up his fpirits, and 
wifhly fixing his cies upon him,to {ce whether he could call him to remembrance; it wasto 
all beholdessa fingular pleafure to obferve the lovesthe joy 8 blandifhments,each endevo- 
red to enter-fhew one another, Whereat the people raifing a loud cricsand by their fhouting 
and clapping of hands feeming to be much pleafed ; the Emperour willed the flave to be 
brought before him, as defirousto ynderftand of him the caufe of fo ftrange and f{ecld-feene 
an accident : Who related this new, and wonderfull ftorié unto him. 

My Mafter (faid he) being Proconfull in Africa, forfomuch as he caufed me every day 
to be moft cruelly beaten, and held me info rigorous bondage, I was conftrained, as bein 
wearie of my life, to runaway : And fafelyto {cape from fo eminent a perfonsand who had 
fo great authoritie in the Countrie,1 thought it beft to get me intothe defart, and molt un- 
frequented wildernefles of that region, with a full refolution, if I could not compafie the 
meanes to fuftaine my felfe,to findeone way or other,with violenceto make my f{elfeaway. 
One day, the Sunne about noone-tide being exttcamly hotc, and the {corching heat thereof 
intolerable, 1 fortuned to come unto a wilde-unhanted cave, hidden among(t crags, and 
aimoft inacceffible, and where J imagined no footing had ever been ; therein I hid my {elfe: 


J ad nor long been there, but in comes this Lien, with one of his pawes fore hurr, and ” 


bloody-goared,wailing for the fmart, and groaning for the paine he ele ;at whofe arrivall, 


Lwas much difinaied ,buthefceing me lie clofe-cowring in a. corner of his den, geutly made * 
his approaches unto me, holding forth his goated paw toward me, and feemed with thewe ” 


o 


ing thc fame humblyto fue, aud fuppliantly to beg for help at my hands, I, moved with 


ruth,taking it into my hand,pulled outa great fplint, which wasgorten into it, and fhakiog. * 


Oo 


offall feare, firft | wrungand crufht his fore, and caufed the filch and matcer, which therein ”” 


was gathered, to come torth; than, as gently as formy heart I ¢ould,] cleanfed, wiped, and 


dried the fame. He feeling fomecafe in his griefe, and his paiseto.ceafe, fill holding his ze 


foot betweene my hands, begantofleep ang takefomercft. Thence forward he and I lived 


ha toge. 
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together, the full {pace of three yeares in his den, with {uch meatas he fhifted-for: For, what 
beatts he killed, or what prey foever he tooke, he ever brought homethe better part, and 
fhared it with me, which for want offire,! rofted in the Sunne, and therewirh nourifhed my 
Colfe all chat while. Bur at laft wearied with this kinde of brutith life,the Lion being one day 
goneto purchafe his wonted prey, I left the place, hoping to mend my fortunes, and having 
wandred up and downe three dayes, T was at latt taken by certaine Souldiers, which from 
Africa brought me into this Citietomy Matter againe, who immediatly condemned me 
todcatl;,and to be devoured by wilde beafts. And as I now perceive,the fame Lion was alfo 
fhortly after taken, whoas you fee hath now requited me of the good turne I did him, and 
the health which by my meanes he recovered. Behold here the hiftorie, Androdus teparted 
unto the Emperour, which after hecaufed to be declared unto allthe people, at whofe gt= 
nerall requeft, ne was forthwith fer at libertie, and quitof his punifhment, and by the com- 
mon confent afall, had the Lion bettowed upon him, Appronfaith further, hac Androdus 
was daily feen to lead the Lion up and downe the ftreets of Rome, tied oncly with a little 
twine, and walking from taverne to taverns, received {uch money as was given him, who 
would gently fuffer himfelfe to be handled, touched, decked, and itrowed with flowers, all 
over and over, many frying when they met him : yonder isthe Lion that is the mans hofie 
and yonder is the man that is the Lions Phyfitian, We often moutne and weepe for the lofle 
of thofe bealts we love, {odoe they many times for the loffe of us. 

Post bellat or equus pofitts infignibus eA:thon , 

Tt lacrimans, guttifque bhumettat grandibus ora. 

~ Next e&thox horle of warre, all ornaments laid downe, 

Goes weeping, with great drops bedewe’s hischeeckes adowne, 

As fome of our nations have wives in common, and fome in feverall, cach man keeping 
himfelfeto his owne ; fo have fome beafts; yet fomethere are, that obferve their marriages, 
with as great refpect as we doeours, Touching the mutuall focietie, and reciprocal confe- 
deration, which they devifeamongtt themfelves, that fo they may be faft combined toge- 
ther, and inrimes of need help one another, it isapparant, chat if Oxen, Hogs, and other 
béafts being hurt by us,chance to cri¢, all the heard runnes to aid him, and in iis defence 
Will joineall together. The fith, called ofthe Latines Scarus, having’ fwallowed the fithers 
hooke, his fellowes will prefently flocke about him, and nible the line in funder; and if any 
of them happen to be taken ima bow-net, fome of his fellowes turning his head away, will 

ut histaile in'at thenieck ‘ofthe net, who with his teeth faft-holding the fame, never leave 
him, untillithey have pulled himout. The Barble fithes, fone of them chance to be enga- 
ged, will fer'the linc a gainft their backes, and with a fin they have,toothed like a fharp faw, 
prefently faw and fret the fame afunder. Concerning particular offices, which we for the 
benefit of our life, draw onefrom an other, many like examples are found amongft them. 
It isafluredlybeleeved, that the Whale never {wimmeth, unlefle the have alittle fifh goin 
before her,as her vantgard,it isin hapelike a Gudgeon,and both the Latines and we,call te 
the Whales-auide ¥ for, fhe doth ever follow him, fuftering her felfe, as eafily to be ledand . 
turned’by him, as afhipisdircéted and turned by a (terne : for requitall of which good 
turne-whiercas all things elfe,be it beait fith,or veficll,chat comes within che hortible Chaos 
ofchismonftrous mouth, isprefently loft and devoured, this little fifh doth fafely retire 
himfelfe therein, and'there fleepes veric quietly, and as long as he fleepes,the Whalenever 
(tirs; but affoone ashe awaketh and goeth his way whereever he takes his courfe fhe alwaies 
followeth him, andiffhefortune to lofe him, fhe wanders hereand there, and often ftrik- 
eth upon the rocks, as a (hip that hath nortaft nor rudders This, P/utarke witnefleth to 


" have feen inthe Hand of Aarycira. There is fuchi a like fecietie betweene the little bird cal- 


jed'a Wren, andthe Crocodill: For, the Wren ferveth asa fentinell to fo great amontter : 
AndiftheTchneumon} which is his mortall enemaie approach to fight with him, the little 
birdlet, left he might'furprife hiv whilft he fleepeth, with his finging,and pecking him with 
his bill.awakens him, and gives hit warning of the dangerhe isin, The bird liveth by the 
feraps, and feedeth tipon the leavings of thatmonfter, who gently receiveth him into his 
mouth, .and -fuffers him to pecke hisyawes and teeth for fuch matnockes of fleth as fticke 
berweenethein + and if’ he purpofe toclofe bis mouth, he dech firft warne himto be gone, 
Frite and éahie clofingit by litele anid little, without awy whit crufhing or hurting him. The 


fhell- 
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fhell-fifh called a Nacre, liveth even fo with the Pinnotere, which is atitcle creature like 
unto a Crabfifh, andashis porter or ufher waits upon him, attending the opening of the 
Nacre, which he contioually keepes gaping untill he fee forme little fith enter in, fit for their 
turne; then he creepes into the Nacre, and leaves not pinching his quicke flefh, untill he 
makes him clot hisfhell, and fothey both together faft intheir hold, devour their prey. In 
the manner of the Tunnies life, may be difcovered a fingular knowledge of thethree partsof 
the Mathematikes.Firft for Aftrologie, it may well be faid that man doth learne it ofthem: 
For, wherefoever the winter Solftitium doth takethem, there dothey {tay themfelves, and 
never ftirtill che next Aquinogtium, and that isthe reafon why Ariftorle doth fo willingly 
afcribe that are untothem : Then for Geometric and Arithmetike,they alwaiesframe their 
fhole of a Cubike figure,every way fquare: and fo forme a folide,clofe and wel-ranged bat- 
tailon,encompafled round about of fix equall fides, Thus orderly marfhaled;they take their 
courte and {wim whither their journey tends, as broad and wide behind as before : So that 
he that feeth and telleth but one ranke, may eafily numberall the troope, forfomuch as the 
number of the depth is equall unto the bredth, and the bredth tinto the length. Touching 
magvanimitie and haughtie courage, itishard to fet it forth morelively; and toproducea ,; 
rarer patterne, than that ofthe Dog, which from /ndia was fent unto Alexander :towhom ,, 
wasfirft prefented a Stag then a wilde Roarc,andthen a Beare,witheach of which hefhould ,, 
have foughten, but he feemed to make no accompt ofthem, and would notfomuchasre- ,, 
move out of his place for them,but when he faw a Lion,he prefently rouzed himéelfe,thew- _ ,, 
ing evidently he meant onely fo noble a beatt worthie to enter combat withhim. Concer- ,, 
ning repentance and acknow ledging of faults committed, itis reported that an Elephant ha- ,, 
ving thtough rage of choler {laine his governour, conceived fuch an extreme inward griefe, ,, 
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that he would neverafterward touch any food ,and fuffered himfelfto pine to death.Touch- ,, 
’ ing clemencie, it is reported ofa Tiger, (the fierceft and moft inhumane beaft of all)who ha-_,, 


vinga Kid given her to fecd upén, endured the force of gnawing hunger,two daiestogether, 
3 ratherthan fhe would hurt him;tkethird day with mainc ftreagth fhe brakethe cage; where- 


ct in fhe was kept-pent.and went elfewhereto fhift for feeding; as one unwilling to feize upon 
re Pa EER. ° i il ie . 2? 
tt the feelie Kid her familiarand gueft. And concerning privileges of familiaritie and fym- 


i pathiecaufed by converfation, is itnotoft feen, how fome make Cats, Dogs, and Hares fo 
tame,fo gentle,and fo milde,that without harming one another they fhall live and continue 
together ? But that which experienceteacheth fea-faring men,efpecially thofe that come in= 
to the feas of Sicilie of the qualitie and condition ofthe Halcyon bird,or as fome call itAl- 
cedoor Kings-fifher, exceedsall mens conceit. In what kinde of creature did ever nature fo 
much prefer both their hatching fitting brooding and birth ? Poets faine, that the Jland of 


hh —- Dedos,being before wandring & fleeting up and downe,was forthe delivery of Latona made 
it firmeand fetled. But/Gods decree hath been, that all the -watrie wilderneffe fhould be quiet 
ot and made calme, without raine, wind, or tempeft, during the time the Halcyon fitteth and 
Al bringeth forth her young-ones, which is much about thewinter So/ftitium,and fhorteft day 


dit inthe yeare: By whofe privilege evenin the hart and deadeft time of Winter we have feven 
calme daies, and as many nights to faile without any danger, Their Hens know no other 
Cocke but their owne : They never forfake him all the daies oftheir life ; and ifthe Cocke 
1ce to be weake and crazed, the Hen will take himupon herneck, and carrie him with 
+, wherefoever the goeth,and ferve him even untill death, Mans wit could neuer yet attaine 
i | knowledge of chat admirable kind of building or ftruéture; which the Halczon 
) contriving of herneaft, no, nordevife whatit is-of. 

irke, who hath feen and handled many of them, thinkes itto be made ofcertaine ,> 
eswhich fhefo compacts ,& conjoyneth together ,enterlacing forne long,and fome 55 
adding fome foldings and roundirgs to it, that in the end fhe frametha round 5» 
fel, readieto float and {wim upon the water : which done, fhe catrieth the fame 5, 
where the Sca-waves beat moft; there the Sea gently beating upon it, fhewes her howto 35 
daube and patch up the parts not well clofed, and how to firengthen thofe places, and ,, 
fathion thofe ribs, that are nor fat, but ftir with the Sea-waves And on the other fide, ,, 
that which is clofely wrought, the Sea beating on it, doth fo faften and conjoyne together, . 5, 
that nothing no,not {tone er yron,can any way loofén,divide,orbreakthe fame,except With 5» 
great violence ; and what is moft to be wondred at; isthe proportion and figure ofthecon- 5, 
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cayitie within ; for, iis focompofed and proportioned that ic can receive or admitno man 

ner ofthing, but the Bird thar built it. ; for, co all things elfe, ic isfo im penetrable, clofeand 

hard, that nothing can potfiblie enter jn; no, not fo muchas the Sea-water, ‘Loe here 2 moft 
laine defcription of this building, or conftrugtion taken froma veri¢c good Author syet me 

thinks, it doth not fully and fuficiently refolve usof the difficultie in this kinde of Archi- 


tecture. Now from what vanitie can tt proceed,we hold fo willfully coutemie,and difdainfaily 
imterpret thofe effets which we can neither tmirate 20r concesve 2 But ro follow this equatiue 
or correfpondencic betweene us and beafts fomewhat further ; the privilege whereof our 
foule vantsto bringto her condition whatfoeverit conceiveth,and to difpoile what of mor= 
tall and corporall qualities belongs unto it, to marfhall chofe hings, which fhe deemed 
worthie her acquaintance, tO difcobe and deprive their corruptible conditions,and to make 
them leave 4s fuperfluous 8 bafe garments,thicknefe,length, depth, weight, colour, finell, 
roughnetle,fmoothneffe, hardnetle, fofnefle, and all {enfible accidents elfe,to fit and appro- 
priatethem to herimmortall and fpirituall condition: fo that Rome and Paris which have 
in my foule;Paris which I imagine; yea,l jmagine and conccive the {ame without greatneffe 
and place, without ftone and morter aud without wood : Then fay I unto my felfe,the fame 
privilege Geemeth likewife to bein beafts: for, a Horle accurtomed to heare the found of 
trumpets, the noyfe of fhot,and the clatrering of artnes, whom we fce to fnort, to ftartle,and 
toneigh in his fleep, as helies along upon his litter, even as he were in che hurly-burly;itis 
moft certaine,that in his minde he apprehends the found of a Drum without any noyfe,and 
an armie without armies or bodie. 

Quippe videbis equos fortes, cum membr a jacebunt 

In fonsnis, fudare tamer, fpirareque fepe, 

Ex quafi de palma fummas contendere Vires. 

You fhall fee warlike Horfes, when in fleep 

Their limbs lie, yet fweat, anda fnorting keep, 

And ftretch their utinoft ftrength, 

As fora goaleat length. 

That Hare, which a erey-hound immagineth in his dreame,after whom as he fleepeth we 
fee him bay, queft i yelp, and fnort, ftretc h out histaile, fhake his legs, and perfectly repre. 
{ent the motions of his courfe; the fame is a Hare without bones, without haire. 

Venantumquecanes 8 molt! [ape quietes 

Laitane cruratamen [ubitos voce{que repente 
CMittunts & crebras redducunt naribus Auras, 
Ur veftegia fi tencant inventa ferarnm: 
Expergefathique, fequintur inania [epe 
Cervorum fimulasra, fuge quofidedita cernant : 
Donec difcuffis redeant erroribusad fe. 

Ofé times the hunters dogs in éafie reft 

Stir their legs, {addainly, open, and quett, 

And fend from nofthrils thicke.thicke fnuffing fene, 
‘Asif on trailethey were of game full-besst : 
And wakened fo, they follow fhadowes vaine 
Of Deere in chafe, as ifthey fled amaine : 

Till, their fault left, they turne to fenfe againe. 

Thofe watching-Dogs, which in their fleep we fonetimes feeto grumble, and then bar- 
king to ftartle fuddainly out of their (lumber, as if they perceived foc ftranger to arive thac 
ftranger which their minde feemeth tofee, is but an imaginarie man, and not perceived ; 
without any dimenfion, colour, or being : 

_——Confueta dows catulorum blanda propage 
Degere,fapelevem ex ocnlis volucrensque foporem 
Ds({cutere, G& corpus de terra corripere inftant, 
Proinde quafiignotas facies atque 07 Iwan 
The fawning kinde of whelps, at home that liv’s, 
From eyesto fhake = fleepe often {triv’s, 


And from the groun their ftarting bodies hie, 
As 


we 
it. 
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Asiffome unknowne ftrangerthey did fpie. 
Touching corporall beautie, before I go¢ any further, ic wereneceffarie | knew whether 
weare yctagrecd about her defctiption. It is very likely that we know not w ell, what beau. 
tie cither in nature, or in general is, fince we give fo many and artribute fo divers fo Nes to 
humane beautie, yea, and to our beautie: Of which if there were any natural or lively de. 
fcription, we fhould generally know it, as wedoe the heat offire. We imagine and faine 
her formes, as our fantafies lead us, 

Turpis Romsano Belgisus ore color. 

A Dutch-froes colour hath no grace, 

Scen in a Romane Ladies face, 

The Indians defcribe it blackeand {warthy, with blabbered-thiek lips, with abroad and 
flat nofe, the mward oriftle whereof they loade with great gold-rings, hanging downe to 
their mouth, & their neather lips with greatcirclets befet with precious ftones, which cover 
ali their chins, deeming itan efpeciall graceto fhew their teeth co tine reots, In Perg, the 
grearelt cares are ever elteemed the faireft, which with all artand indultrie, they are cons 
tinually ftretching our; and a man(who yet liveth) {wearcth to have {een ina Province of the 
Eaft-Indias the people fo carefull to make them great, and fo to Joadthein with heavie 
jewels, that at eafe he could have thruft his arme through one of theireare-holes, There are 
other Nations, whoendeyour te make their teeth as blacke as Ieat,and skorne to have them 
white; and in other places they diethemred. Not onely in the province of Baske, but in 
ether places, women are accounted faireft when their heads are fhaven;and which is ftrange, 
infome of the Northerly frozen-countries, as Plimseaffirmeth, Thof of Afexico, efteeme 
the licleneffe of their foreheads,as one of the chiefeft beauties, and whereas they fhave their 
haire over all their bodie befides, by artificiall meanes they labour tonourifh and make it 
grow oncly in their foreheads ; ahd fo love to haye great dugs, thar they ftrive to have their 
children fucke over their fhoulders, So would we fet forth ilfavordnefte, The Italians prom 

orticn-it big and plum ; The Spaniards fpynieand lanke,and amoneft us one would haye 
Eee white, another browne,one foft and delicate,another ftrong and luftic-fome defire wane 
tonneffe and blithneffe, and otherfome fturdineffe and majeftie ro be joyned with it. Evenas 
the preheminencein beautie, which Plata afcribeth unto the Sphericall figure, the Epicuri- 
ans refer the fame unto the Piramidall or Square; and fay they cannot {wallow a God made 
round likea bowle, But howfoever itis, nature hachno more privileged us in that, than in 
other things, concerning her common lawes. And if we impartially enterinto judgement 
with our felves,we fhall finde that ifthere be any creature or beaft lefle favoured in that than 
we, thereare others(and that in g'eat ni mber:)to whom nacre hath beer more favourable 
than tous, A multi antmalhbus decore vincimur.We are excelled in comeltxeffe, by mary li. 
ving érectures : Yea, of terseftriall creatures, that live wich us, For,concerming tnofe ofthe 
Sea, omitting their figure,w hich RO proportion can containe, fo much doth it differ;both it 
colour, in neatnefle,iv fmoerhneffe,and in difpofition, we muft give place unto them : which 
in all qualities we mutt like wife doe to the ayric ones, And that prerogative, which Poets 
yceld unto ourupright ftature, looking towards heaven whence her beginning is, 
Pronaque cum fpeflent animolia cetera terram, 
Os tomins fublinse dedit, celuns ge videre 
Liffit, & ereblos ad [yderatollere vultus, 
Where other creacures on earth looke and lie, 
A loftielooke God gave man, bad him prie 
On heav’n, raif*d his high countnance tothe skie, 
is merely pocticall, for, theteare mary little beafts, that have their fight direétly fixed 
towards heaven : J findethe Camels and the Eftridges necke much more raifed anda 
right, than ours, What beafts have nottheir face alof-and before. and looke not diretly 
oppofite, as we; and in their natural! pofture defcrie not ‘as much of heaven and earths as 
man doth ? And what qualities of ou corporallconftitution, both in Plate anid Citeve cate 
not fitand ferve a thoufand beafis > Such 4s moft refemble‘man are the vileftand flchieft 
ofalltherout : As for outward apparance and true thape of the vifage, it is the Munkie 
er Ape : c ) 
Simia qnam fimsilis, turpiffima beftia,nobis! 
A 3 An 


264% 


eS ———— 


Proper. li, 2. gi, 
13,26, 


Ovid. Metam, 
bod. 84. 


Cit, Nat.des, 


Wid. Bia. 


[ARR RDA AE EE 


as for inward and vitall parts, it isthe He 
it in that fex, which {eemeth to have and challenge theg 
and view his defects, hisnatura 
had much more reafon to hide and cover ourna 
be excufed for borrowing t 
beautiesto adorne us, an 
fhroud us, Let usmoreover obferve, t 
his owne fellowes, and he alonet 
felfe from thofe of his owne kinde. 
fulle(t mafters of amorous dalliances app 
full furvay of thebodie, which one longet 
and afwagethe heat of friend fhip,one nec 


he loveth. 
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is ita wondertull figne of our imbecillitie, that 
be cloyd one ofan other. 
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An Ape, moft i)-favored beat, 


How like to us inall chereft ? 
g. Truely, when T.confider manall waked (yea, be 


orearett fhare of eye-pleafing beautie) 
Il fubjection, and manifold imperfections ; I finde we have 
kednefle, than any creature elfe. Wema 
hofe which nature had therein fayored more than us, with theic 
d under their fpoiles of wooll, of haire, of feathers, and of filketo 
hat man isthe onely.creature, whofe wants offends 
hat innaturall aétions mutt withdraw and fequefter him- 
Verely it is an effect worthie confideration, that the skil- 
oint for a remedie of venerian paffions,a free and 
hand fecks-after : and that to coole the longing 


d bur pertectly view and throughly confider what 


Tile quod ob{conas in aperto cerpare partes 
Viderat,in cur[uqus fuit,bafit amore 

The loveitood fill, that ran in full cariere, 

When bare it faw parts that fhould notappeare. 


And although this remedie may haply proceed from a {queamifh and.cold humor : yet 
the ufe and knowledge fhould fo make usto 


Itis not bafhfulnefle fo much, asart and forefight makes our La- 
dies fo-circum{pect and unwilling to let us come into their clofets before they are full 
readie,and throughly painted, to come abroad, atid fhew theméelyes : y 

Nec veneres noftras hoc falls que MAL ipfe 

Omsia (umoperehos vite poshicenia celant, 

Quosretinere volunt adftrifteque effe in amore. 

Oar Miftreffes know this, which mak’s them notdifclofe 

Parts to beplaid within, e{pecially from thofe 

Whom they would fervauts hold, and in theit love-bands clofe. 

Whereas in other creatures, there is nothing but we love, and pleafeth our fenfes: fo that 
even from their excrements and ordure, we draw not only dainties to eat, but our richeft 
ornaments and perfumes. This difcourfé of beautic toucheth only our common order, and 
is not fo facrilegious as it intendeth or dareth to com prehend thofe divine, fuipernaturall 
and extraordinarie beauties, which fometimes. are {een to fhine amongi{t us, even as fhars 
under a cotporal] and terreftriall veile. Moreover, that part of natures favours, which we 

impart unto beafts, is by ourowne confeffion much more advantageous unto chem. Weal. 
fume unto our felves imaginatie and fantafticall goods, future and abfent goods, which ie 
mane capacitie canno way warrant unto her felfe;or fome-other, which by the eae: cae 
of our owne opinion, we falfly afcribe unto our felves;as reafon, honour, and knowledges 
and tothem ascheir proper fare we leave the eflentiall, the manageable, and pal able 
oods, as peace, reft, fecuritie, innocencie, and health: Health Ify, which isthe suey licft 
and riche(t prefenr, nature can impart unto us, 2 


So thateven Stoike Philofophie d 
¢ re . M4 phie¢ areth to 
affirme, that if Heracletus and Pherceydes could haye changed their wifdome with health 
and by that meanes, the one to have rid himfelfeo : 


fche dropfic, and the other of the lowfie~ 


evill, which fo fore tormemed them, they would furely have. done it: whereby they alfo 
ig, and counterpeizing the fame unto 


eeld fo much more honor unto wifdome, by comparit 
_health,than they doin this ether propofition of theirs, wheret ney fay,that if Circes had pre- 
fented: Vlifes with two kinds ofdrinke, the one toturne a wifenan into a foole,the nae to 
change foole into a wifeman, he would sather have accepted chat of folly than have been 
pleafed ,thatCarces {houldtransforme his humane fhape into a beafts.And they fay,thac wit 
dome her felfe wouldthus have fpokenunto him :. Adeddle not with mcs but leave ie marke 
thanthon foouldeft place me wudler the oape and bodse of an. Affe, W hat? This greatand hea 
verily wif{dom? ArePhylofophers contented then, to quit it for acorporall &e earth! wale 
Why then ic is not for reafons fake, nor by difcourfe; and forthe foule, we fo ee cell 


reafts:it is for the love ; ; so ‘ . 
beafts:it is for che love we beare unco our beautie,unto our fairehew, & goodly difpofition 
of 
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ot limbs, that we reject,and {ec our underftanding at nought,our wifdome,and what elfe we 
have. Well, Tallow of this ingenious and voluntarie confefion « furely they knew thofe 
parts, we fo much labour to pamper,to be meere fantazies, Suppofe,bea(ts had allrhe yertue, 
the knowledge, the wifdome and fuflicicncic ofthe Stoikes,thcy fhould fill be beats; nor 
might they ever be compared unto a miferable, wretched ,and fenfeleffe man.For,whenall is 
done; whatfoever isnot as we are,is not of any worth, And Ged tobe efteemed of us, mutt 
(as we Will fhew anon) draw fomewhat ncere it. W hereby ic appeareth that it isnot long of 
a truedifcourt, bur of a foolifh-hardineffe, and felfe prefurming obttinacie, we prefer our 
{clves before other creatures, and fequefter our {elves from their condition and focictie, But 
to retire to our purpofe, we have for ous, part inconftancie, irrefolution, uncertaintic, for- 
row, fuperftition, carefulneffe for future things (yea after our life) ambition, covctoulnefle, 
jeloutie,enviesinordinare,mad and untamed appetitcs,warre,falichood,difloyaltic, derracti- 
on,and curiofitie. Surely we have ftrangely overpaid this worthic difcourfe, whereof we fo 
much glorie,and this readineffe to judge,or capacitie to know,if we have purchafed the fame 
with the price of foiufinit paffions,to which we are unc eflantly eathralled.Ifwe be nor plea- 
ted(a’s Sveratesis)to make chisneble prerogative over beafts,to be of forcesthat whereas nas 
ture hath prefceibed. them certaine feafons, and bounds for their naturall luft and voluptu» 
oufbetie, fhe hath given us atall howersand occafions the full reines ofthem.V7.vénum agro- 
tisyquia prodest raro,nocet [«piffinsesmelius e§t non adhiberc omumo,quamspe dubre faluess in 
ap:rtam perniciem incurrere: ic,hand [cio,an melius fuerit humano gencri motum tfinm celen 
vem cog itattonis acamen ,folertiam quem rationem Vocamus quaniam peftifera jfint multissad- 
modum paucis falutaria, non dari omuino,quam tam muntfice & tam large dari. As it is better 
not tone wine atallinficke perfansbeoanfe it {eldome doth them good, but many times much 
burtythanin hope of dowbifull healeh,to run into undoubted danger x{o doe L vor know, whether 
it were better that this fwift motion of the thoughtthis fharpneffe.thzs conceitedneffe which we 
callreafon fhould not at albe givento mankind, becaufest 1s pernicious unto many and health~ 
fullto verte few) than that st fhould be given fo plenifully and fo largely.W hat good or com= 
moditie may we imagine this far-undesttanding of fo many chit gs brouglit everunto Marre; 
and to Ariffotle? Did it everexempt; or. could it at any time, free,them fram humaneincon- 
veniences?. Werethey ever difcharged of thoffaccidents that incidently follow afeelic la- 
Aouring man? Could they cver draw any cafe forthe gout from Logike ? And howbcit they 
knew the humour engendring the fame to lodge inthe jojnts,have they felc it the leffe ? Did 
they atany time make a covenant with death,although they knew full wellthat fome nations 
rejoyce at her comming? as aifo of Guckoldthip, becaufe they knew women to be common 
infume Conntries ? But contrariwife haying both held the firft ranké in knowledge, theone 
ainoneft the Romanes,the otheramong the Grecians, yea,zud at fuchtimes wherein {Ciences 
flourifhed moft, we could never Iearne,they had any {peciall excelleacie in their life. Wee 
1 been put to his.plunges in {eeking todifcharge himfelfe from fowe 


fee the Grecian | £ g 
notable imputations inthis lite. Wasit.cver found thacfentualitic, and health,are more pleae 
fing unto him«hatunderitands Aftrologie and Grammar ? 

‘ (literate num minus pervirigert 2 

As fliffeunlearned finnewes {tand, 
As theirs that much more underftand.) 

or fhaine and povertie lefle importunare and vex ‘ng ? 
Scilicer & morbyu,& debiitate carebss, 
Et ludum, & caxam effugres, Ctempara vith 
Longa nibe pol?! ac fato meliore dabun:ur. 
Thoujfhall be from dea fe and: weaknefle free, 
From moane,tromicare,long time of Jifero thee 
Shall-by.more friendly fate affoorded be, 

} have in my daiesfeen a hundred Acuficers,and asmany labourers, more wife and moré 
happies than fome Regtorsia the Univerfitie and wv hom [ would rather refemble.Methinks 
Learning hatha place among(t things necctlarie fox mans life, asglorie, noblenefie, digni. 
tie, orat moft as riches,and {uch other qualities, which indeed ftead rhe fame; but a far-off, 
and morein¢oneeipt,chau. by Nature, We have not much moreneed of offices, of rules, and 
lawes how to liyein our common-wealth,thanthe Cranes and Ants have in theirs, Which 

notwith- 
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notwithftanding, we {ee how orderly,and without inftruétion they maintaine themfelves./f 
man were wife he would salne every thing according to st"s worth, and as it # either more pro- 

rable,or more nece[jar ¢ for lifeActhat {hall number us by our aétions & proceedings, fhail 
doubtleffe finde many more excellent-ones amoneft the ignorant,than among the wifer fort: 
Tmeanein all kind of vertues. My opinion is,that ancient Rome broughtforth many menof 
much more valour and fufficiencie, both for peace and warre, than this late learned Rome, 
which with all her wifdom hath overthrowne her erft-flourifhing eftate. Ifallthe reft were 
alike;then fhould honeftis and innecencie at leaft belong tothe ancient; for fhe was excee- 
dingly well placed with fimplicitie. But I will horter this difcourfe, which haply would 
draw mefurther than I would willingly follow:yet thus much I will fay more,that onely he. 
militie & [ubmiffion able tomake a perfett honest man, Every one muft not havethe know- 
ledge of his dutic referred to his own jud gement,buit ought rather to haveit prefcribed unto 
him,and not be allowed to chufe it at his pleafiure and free-will  otherwifeaccording tothe 
imbecilitie of our reafons,and infinite varietie of our opinions, we might perad venture forge 
and devife fuch duties unto out felves, 28 would induce us (asEpicurus faith) to endevourto 
detiroy & devoure onc another. The firft law that ever God gave untoman,was A Law of pure 
obedience.It was a bare & fimple commandement whereof man fhould enquire & know no 
farther:forafmuch,as to obey sethe proper dutie of a reafonable foule acknowledging a heavenly 
& fuperiour benefactor.From obeying and yeelding unto him proceed allother vertues;even 
asall finnes derive from felfe.over-weening.Contrariwife,the firfttemptation thatever feized 
on humane Nature wasdifobedience,by theDevils inftigation, whofe firft poifon, fo far infi- 
nuated it felfe into us,by reafon ofthe promnifes he made us of wifdome & knowledge, Eri- 
Genefs cap. 3-5. ris ficwtDYy feientes bonum O ma lnm. Yon foallbe like Gods knowing both good and evs, And 
the Syrens,to deceive Vip/fes,and alluring him to fall into their dangerous and confounding 
fares offer to give him the full fruition of knowledge. The opinion of: wifdome ts the plague 
of man. Thatis the occafion why ignorance is by our Religion recommended unie us, asan 
ollfi.cap. 2.8. jnftrument fitting beleefe,& obedience.Cavetesne'quis vos decipiat perPhilofophiam@ imanes 

i feduftiones,fecundum clementa wounds. Take heed,left any man decesve yor by Philofophie& 

vaine feducements according to the tudimentsof the world. All theP hilofophers of all the fects 

that ever were,do generally agreein this point,that the chiefeft felicitie,or (#s7mum boxum, 
confifteth in the peace and tranquillitie of the foule and bodie : but where fhall we finde it? 

ed {ummum fapiets uno minor est love, dives, 

Liber, honoratus, pulcher, Rex dentque Regum: 

Pracipue [anus,nifi cum pirnita molesta est. 

In fume, who wifeis knowne, 

Is lefle than Iove alone, - 

Rich, honorable, free, faire, King of Kings, 

Chiefely in health, but when fleagme trouble brings. 

It feemeth verily, that Nature for the comfort of our miferable and wretched condition, 
hath allotted us no other portion, but prefiimption. It istherefore (as Epitterms faith) that 
manhath nothing thatis properly hisowne,butthe ufe of his opinions.Our heveditarie por- 
tion is nothing but finoke and wind. The Gods (as faith Philofophic) have health in true 
effence, and ficknefle in conceipt. AZan cleane contraric,poffeffeth goodsinimagsmation, and 
evils effentially. Wehayehad reafon to make the powers of our imagination to be of force: 

. For, allour felicitiesare but in conceipt,and 4s it werein a dreatne. Heare but this poore and 

| miferable creature vaunt himfelfe. Thereisnothing (faith Cicero} fodelighrfull and plea. . 
fant asthe knowledge of Letters ; of Letters I fay by whofe meanes the infinitie of things, 
the incomprehenfible greatneffe of nature,the heavens, theearth,and all the Seas of this vaft 
univerfe,are made knowne unto us, They have taught us Religion, moderation, ftowtnefle 
of courage, and redecmed our (oule out of darknefle, to make her fee,and diftinguith ofall 
things, the high afwell asthe lowe, the firft as the laft, and thofe betweene both, [tis they 
that ftore and fupplie us with all fuch chings 4s may make uslive happily and well, and in- 
fruét us how to paffe our time without forrow or offerice. Seemech not this goodly Ora- 
torto {peakeofthe Almighties and everliving Gods condition > And touching effects, a 
thoufand poore {eclie women in a countrie towne havelived, and tivea lifemuch more re- 
pofed, more peaceable, anid more conftant, than ever he did. TG CHAE Lose 
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see alia aaah eh RE AB A cele is 
Deus the fuit Deus, inclyte Memmi, 
2 ui princeps vite rationem invenit cam, gue 
Nunc appellatur [apientia, quigue per artem, 
Flattibus ¢ taatis vitam tanti{gne tenebris, 
Intam tranquil & tam clara luce locavit. 
Good fir, it was God, God it was, firft found 
That courfe of mans life, which now 1s rénown’d 
By name of wifdome; who by art repofde, 
Ourlife in focleare light, calme fo compoide, 
From fo great darknefle, fo great waves oppofde, 
Obferve what glorious and noble words thefe be: yet buta fleight accideat brought this 
wifmans underflanding to afar worfe condition, than that of afimple fheepherd :_not- 
withitanding this divine Teacher, and this heavenly wifdome. Of like impudence isthe 
promife of Domocritushis Booke, I wilknow fheake of allshings: And that fond title which 
4Arifforle givesus of mortal gods,and that rath judgemeat of Chry/ippxs, that Dson wasas 
vertuous as God : And my Sereca faith, heacknowledgech that God hath given him life, 
but how to live well that he hath of himfeif:.Like unto this other:Jn virtute vere gloriamurs . dee 
40.2. 


quod xox contingeret,fitddonum a Deo,non a nobis habercmus.We ri ichely vannt ns of vertue, 
which we fhould no1 doe,if we had it of God, not of our felves. This alfo is Semecaes, that the 
wife man hath a forticude like unto Gods: butinhumane weaknefle, wherein he excelleth 
him.Thcre isnothing morecommon,than to meet with fuch patlages of cemeritics There is 
notany of us that will befo much offended to fee himfelfe compared to God, as he will 
deeme himfelfe wronged to be deprefiea inthe rankeof other creatures. So much are we 
mote jealous of ourowne interelt,than of our Creators, But we muft tread this foolith vani- 
tic under foor, and boldly fhakeoff, and lively reject thofe fond-ridiculous foundations, 
whereon thefe falfe opinionsare built.So long as man fhall be perfwaded to have meanesor 
power of himéelfe, fo long wil he denie, and never acknowledge what he oweth unto his 
Matter: he thallalwaies (asthecommon faying is) make fhift with his owne: He muftbe 
ftripped into his fhirt. Lerus confider fome notable example of che effeét of Philofophie. 
P offidonius having long time been grieved witha painfull-lingring difeafe, which with the 
{inarting-paine madc himto wring his hands, and gnafh his teeth, thought to fcorne griefe, 
with exclaymin gand crying out againtt it : Deo what thon Ls#.yet will [ never fay that thor 
art evillor paine. Hefeeleth the fame paffions that my lackey doth, but he boalteth himfelfe, 
that at Iealt he conteineth his tonouc under thelawes of his {eck; Re fucexmabere non oporte= 
bat verbs Gloriantem : Ip was not for him to yeeld iz deeds, who had fo braved stin words. Ar- 
cefilas lying ficke ofthegowr, Carneades comming to vilit him, and feeing him to frowne, 
fuppoting he had been angric, was going away againe, bur hecalled him backe, and (hew- 
ing him histeet aud breft, faid unto him, there is nothing come from thence hither. This 
hath fomewhat abetter zarbe ; for he feeleth himfelfe grieved with fickneffe, and would 
faine be rid of it, yet is nor his heart vanquifhed or weakned thereby, the other (tands upon 
his ftifnefle (as feare) more verball than effentiall. Aad Disnyfius Heraclectes being 
tormented with a violent fmarting in hiscies, was at laft per{waded. to quit chete Stoicke 
rclolutions, : 

Beit fuppofed that Learning and Knowledge fhould worke thofe effedts they {peake of, 
thatis, to bluntand abate the tharpnefie of thofe accidents or mifchances, that follow and 
atrcnd us; doth fhe any more than what ignorance ctfecteth much more ev idently and fime 
ply ? The Philofopher Pyrrba being at Sea, and by reafon of a violent torme in great dan- 
gerto becaft away, prefented nothirg unto thofe that were with him inthe fhip, toimirate 
but the fecuritie.ofan Hog which was aboatd, who nothing at all difmaied, {cemed to.be- 
hold and out-flare the tempeft. Philofophie after all her precepts gives us over tothe ex- 
amples of a Wreltier, or ofa Muletier, in whom we ordinarily perceive much lefie feeling 
of death, of paine, ofgriefe, and other inconyeniences,and more undanted conftancie, than 
ever Learning or Knowledge could ftore a man withal!, wnlefie he were boxe, and of him- 
{elfe through fome natural] habitude, prepared unto it. What isthe caufe, thetender mem- 
bers ofachilde, or limbs of a horfe aremuch more eafie, and with leffe paine cut and incie 
fed than ours, if it be not ignosance> How many, onely through the power of imagination, 
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have falne into dangerous difeafes ? We ordinarily fee diverfe that will caufe themfelvesto 
be let bloud purged ,and dicted, becaufe they would be cured of difeafes,chey never felt but 
inconceit, when effentiall and true maladies faile us, then Science and knowledge lends us 
hers : This colour or complexion (faid fhe) prefageth fome rheumatike defluxion will enfie 
you : This foultring-hot feafon menaceth you with fome febricant commotion ; this cut- 
ting ofthe vitall line of your left hand warneth you of fome notable and approaching indi . 
pofition. And at laft fhe will roundly addrefle iher felfe unto perfect health ; faying, chis 
youthly vigor and fuddain joy can not poffible ftay inone place, her bloud and ftrengch 
mutt be abated, for feare it turne youto fome mifchiefe, Compare but the life of aman {ub- 
ject to thee like imaginations, unto that of a day-labouring {waine, who followes his natu- 
rall appetites, who meafureth all things oncly bythe prefent fenfe,and hach neither learning 
nor prognoftications, who feeleth no difeafe but when he hath it : whereasthe other hath 
often the ftone imaginarily, before he have it in his reines : As if it were not time enough to 
endure the ficknefle when it fhall come, he doth in his fanfie prevent the fame, and head. 
long runneth to meet withit, What I {peake of Phificke, the fame may gencrally beap- 
plied and drawne to all manner of learning. Thence came this ancient opinion of thofe Phi- 
lofophers, who placed chiefe felicitie in the acknowledging of our judgements weaknefle, 
My ignorance affords me as much caufe of hope as offeare : and having no other regi- 
ment for my health, than that of other mens examples, and of theevents, I {ce elfewherein 
like occafions, whereof I find fome ofall forts : And elie upon the comparifons, thatare 
moft favourable unto me. I embrace health with open armes, free, plaine, and full and pre- 
pare my appetite to enjoy it, by how much more, it isnow lefle ordinarie and morerareun= 
tome :fo farisitfrom me, that I with the bitternefle of fomenew and forced kind of life, 
troubleher reft,and moleft hereafe. Beafts doe manifeftly declare unto us, how many in- 
firmities our mindes agitation bring us. That which is told us of thofechat inhabit Bre fill, 
who die onely throughage, which fome impute to the clearenefle and calmeneffe of their 
aire, I rather afcribeto the calmnenefle and clearenefle of their minds, void and free from all 
paffions, cares, toiling, and unpleafant labours, as.a people that pafle their life in a wonder- 
full kind of fimplicitie and ignorance, without letters, or lawes,and without Kings, or any 
Religion, Whence comes it (as ‘we daily feeby experience) that the rudeft and grofiett 
clownes, are more tough, ftrong, and more defired in amorous executions ; And thatthe 
love of a Muletier is often more accepted, chan that of a perfumed-quaint courtier ? Bat 
becaufe inthe latter,the agitation of his minde doth fo diftract,trouble, and weariethe force 
of his bodie; as italfo troubleth and wearieth it {elfe, who doth belie, ormore common 
caft the famedowneeven into madnefic, but her owne promptitude, her point, heragilitie, 
and te conclude her properforce? Whence proceeds the {ubtileft follie, but from the fubrslest 
wifdome ? As from the extremeft friend{hips proceed the extreme(t enimities, and from 
the foundeft healths, the mortalleft difeafes ; fo fromthe rareft and quickeft agitationsof 
out minds enfue the moft diftempered and outragious frenzies. There wants but halfea pegs 
tune to paffe from the one tothe other.In mad mens actions, we {ee how fitlie follie fureth 
and mects with the ftrongeft operations ofourminde, Who knowes not how unpercei- 
yablethe neighbourhood betweene follie with the livelieft elevations of a free mindeis; and 
the effects of a fupreme and extraordinarie vertue ? P/ato aftirmeth, that melancholy minds 
ate moreexcellent and difciplinable; So are therenone more inclinableuntofollie. Diverfe 
fpirits are feene to be overthrowne by their owne force, and proper nimblenefle. Whata 
ftart hath one of the moft judicious, ingenious, and moft fitted untothe ayre'oftrue ancient 
poefie, lately gotten by his owne agitation and felfe-gladnefie, above all other Italian Poets 
that have been of along time? Hath not he wherewith to be beholding unto this his killing 
vivacitie? unto this clearenefle,, that hath fo blinded him ?. unto his exact and far-reaching 
apprehenfion of reafons which hath made him yoide ofreafon ?. unto the curious and labo. — 
rious purfute of Sciences,that have brought him unto fortifhneffe ? unto thisrare aptitude to 
the &ercifes of the minde,which hath madehim without minde or exercife ? I rather fpired 
than pittied him,when | faw him at Ferrara,in fo picteousa plighr,that he furvived bimfelfe; 
mifacknowledging both himfelfe and his labours, which unwitting to him,and evento his 
face, have been publifhed both uncorrected apd maimed. Will you have aman healthy, 
will you have him regular, and inconftant and fafe condition? oyerwhelme him inthe darke 
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fore we can be Ied. And if'a man fhall tell me, that the comnzoditie to have the appetite cold 
to griefe<, and wallowith to evils,drawesthis incommoditie after it, itivalfo confequently 
the fame that makes us leffe fharpe and greedie tothe enjoying of good, aud of pleafures : 
Ie istruc, but themiferie of our condition beareth, that we have pot fo muchto enjoy, asto 
fhun, and that extremevoluptuoufnelle doth not f much pinchus. asal-yhefinart ; Seg- 
r wins hemsines bona quam mala fextinut. Men havea duker ‘feeling of a good turne, than of an 
oll, we have not fofenfible a feeling of perfc Et health, as me have of the least fickncf[es 
ene pengrt 
In cute vix [amma violatum plagulacorpus, 
Onando valere ushil quemquam movet. Hoc invat unum 
2 nod me non torquet Larus aut Des ;cetera gus[auam 

VW sx queat ant fannm [ee aut [entire valemem. 

Alight fltoke that dooch fcarce thetop-skin wound, 
Greevesthe gall’d bodie, when in healchto be, 
Doth fcarce move any: oncly eafe is found, 
That neither fidenor foot rormenteth me : 
) Scarce any in the reft can feel he’s found. 

Our being in health is but the privation of being rh.See wirerefore the fect of Philofophie, 
that hath moft preferred fenfualitie,hach alfo placed the fame but to indolencie or unfeeling 
of paine. To have no infirmitie at all is the chiefeft potleffion of health thatman can hope» 
for (as Exmsus {rid 2) 

) Nimium bons eft, cus nihil est mals. 

He hath but too much good, 

Whom no ill hath withftood. 

For, the fame tickling and pricking, which a man doth feebin forme pleafures,and feernes 


e 


beyord fitnple health, and indolencie, this ative and moving fenfualitie; or as may cerme 
it, itching and tickling pleaiure aymes bur tobe free fiom paine, as her chiefeft {cope. The 
laft-full longing which allutes us tothe acquaintance of women, feekes but to expel! ithat 
paine, which an carne(t and burning défire doth potfefle-us. y ith jand defireth but to allay ie 
thereby tocometo reft,and be exempted from this fevery And fof others: I fay therefore, 

\ that if fimplicitie directeth usto have no evill ic alfo-addreffeth us according to our condi. 

tt tion toa moft happie eftate. Yetought itnot-to be imaginecifo dull and heavie, that it be 

ly aleogether fenfelefie. Ard’ Crantor had great reafon to withf{tand the unfenfiblenefle of Epi. 

it, crus, ifit were fo deeply rooted, that the appfochitigand birth of evils might gainfay ir. [ 
commend nor that unfenfiblenefté, whichis neither poffible nor tobe detired, Iam well 

ym pleafed not to be ficke, but if! be, J wil] know thar Fam fo 3 and if I be caurerized or cur, J 

01 will feelit. Verily, he thar fbould roor out the knowledge of edit; fhauld therewithallextiry 
y the knowledge of volupruonfnel{>,and at last bring man to nothing. Lind nihil dolere, nor fine ©! Tifi.qu. 13. 
th magna mercede contingit immanttatis sx anime, fiuporis in corpore. *T hss verte potwt,norto be 

ti offexdedor grieved with any thing befals not freely (oa manswithout esther inhumanitiein his 

nl minde,or fenfelefucfle inhw bodie, Srekrielleit not amifie unto man, comming in herturne ; 

fs Nor is he alwaicsto fhun paine, nor ever to follow fenfuahitie risa great advantage forthe 

i honour of ‘gnorance,that Science it'felfe tlirowes U sinto her arines|when the findes her fel fe 
bufictomake us (trove againit the affaules of evils the is forced:to come to thiscom pofi~ 
tion; to yeeldus thebtidle, and givéus'leave to fhrowd our {elves inher lap; and fubmit 


ts our felves unto her favour, to fhéleers againft che affaules and injuries of fortune.For,what 
Y meaneth fhe elfe; when fhe perfwades visto withdraw. our thoughts from theevils thar 
rt poffefic us, and entertainerherm with fore on pleafures; and fleadus as a:comfort of pre- 
" fencevils With che remembrance of fore-palt felicities, and calla vanifhed contentto our 

help, forto oppott it avainft that which vexérh as ? Levariones egritudinums in avecatione 
r a cogitanda mal ifitas> revocationead contémplawdss voluptates ponst.Eafes of, greef shere~ 


pofeth esher in calixg fromthe thowgbe of offincey or caling to re conremplations of fome 
pleafures. Unlefle it be, chat whee torce faites herethewillute policic, und {hew a tricke of 
A simblenefle & turne away, where the Wgor both of her bodie and armes fall faile her. For, 
notonely toa ftrict Philofopher, but fimplyteanyferled max, where byexperience feeleth 

the 
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the burning alteration. of a hot fever, what currant p2 iment is itto pay him with the re 
membrance of the {weetnefie of Greeke wine ? It would rather einpaire his bargainc. 

Chericordarfiil ben doppia la nota. 

For tothinke ef our joy, 

Redoubles ourannoy- 
Ofthat condition is this other counfell, which Philofophie giveth, onely to kecpeforepalt 
felicities in memorie,and thence blot out fuch gtiefes as we have felt : as ifthe skillto forges 
were in our power: and counfell, of which we have much leffc, 

Suavis 5t labornm prateritornm memoria. 

Oflabours overpatt, 

Remembrance hath {weettatte. 

What? fhall Philofophie,which oughtto put the weapofisinto my hands,to fight againft 
fortune ; which fhould harden my courage, to fupprefle and lay at my fectall humane ad- 
verfities,will fhe fo faint,as to make melike a fearfull cunnic creepe.into fore lurking-kole, 
and like a craven to tremble and yecld ? For, memorie reprefenreth unto us, not whatwe 
chofe,but what pleafech her. Nay,there is nothing fo deeply imprinteth any thing in our re~ 
membrance, as the defire to forget the fame: Itis a good way to commend to the keeping, 
and imprint any thing in our ininde, tofolicite hertolofe the fame. And that is falfe. Est 
fitumin nobis, ut © adverfa quafi perpetua oblivione obruamus,& fecnnda jucundeS fuavi- 
ter meminerimus.] his & ingroffed in msyor at leaft in our powersthat me both burie zm perpetu- 
ab oblivion things palit agasnit us,and record with pleafure & delight whatloever was for 150 

- And thisistiue, Mentni etiam qua nolo ; oblivifci non poffum qua velo, I remember even 
thofe things I would not ; and can xot forget what I would. And whofe counfell is this ? his, 

Qi fe pans fapientem proficert fit anfus. Who anely durit profeffe hinefelfe a wife man. 
Qui genus humanum ingenio {uperavit, @ omnes 
Praprinaie frellasexortus tt atherius Sol, 
Who from all mankind bare for witthe prize, 
And dim’dtheftars as when skies Sune doth xife. 

To emptie and diminifh the memorie, is it not the readie and onely way to ignorance? 

Inevs malorum remedinmignorantia eH. 
Ofills a remedie by chance, 
And verie dullis ignorance, 

We fee diverfe likeprecepts;byswhich we are permitted to borrow frivolous apparances 
from theyulgar fort, wherelively and ftrong reafonis noc of force fufficient : alwaies pro- 
vided, they bring us contentand comfort, Wheretheycannot cure 2 fore, theyare pleafed 
to ftupifie and hidethe fame; Lam perfwaded they willnotdenie methis,that ifthey could 
péffible adde any orderot conftancieto a manslife, chat itmightthereby be {till maintai- 
ned in pleafure and tranquillitie, by, orthrough any weaknefle or infirmitie of judgement, 
but they would accept it. , 

potaye, 7 fpargere flores 
Incipiam, patiarque velinconfultus habert. 
I will begin to ftrew flowers, and drinke free, 
And fuffer witleffe, chriftleffe, held to.bee, 

There fhould marty Philofophers be found of Lycas hisopinios: This man in all other - 
things being verie temperate, and orderly in his demeanors, living quietly and contentedly 
with his familie, wanting of no dutie or office both toward his owne houfhold & ftrangers, 
verie carefully preferving himéelfe from all hurrfull rhings; notwithitanding through fome 
alteration of his {enfes or {pirits, he was fo poffefled with this fantaftical! conceiptor obiti- 
nate humour, that hecverand continually thought to beamongftthe Theaters, where be 
fill fawoall manner of fpeétacles, paftimes,{ports, and the bef ees ofthe world. But 
being atlaft by the skill of Phyfitions cured ofthis maladic,and his otferding humour pur- 
ged she could hardly be held from putting them in faite, to the endthey mae reftore hin 
to the former pleafures and contents of hisimagination, yee 
pol meaccidiftes amici, 

Non fervaftis, aitycui fic extorta valapt as, 
Et demptus peg vie ments gr apiffioua 677 0re 
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You have not fav’d me, friends, bur (laine me quite, 
(Quoth he) from whom {0 reftis my delight, 
And errour purg’d, which beft did pleafe ny fpright, 

Of a raving like unto that of Thra/ilaus fonne untoP ythoder zz, who verily be eeved that 
all the fhips that went out from thehaven of Pyreum, yeaand all fichas came into it, did 
only travellabout his bufinefle, rejoycine when any of them had made a fortunate voyace, 
and welcommed them with great gladnefle : His brother Cxito, having caufed him'to be 
cured, and reftored to his better fenfes,he much bewailed and grieved the condition wherein 
he had formerly lived in firch joy, and fo void ofall care and griefe, Teis that, which that 
ancient Greeke verfe faith; That not ro be foadvifed brings many commodities with ir: 

Ev 7@ Qesvery yap undty iDs@ biG-. 
Thefweeteft life I wis, 
In knowing nothing is, 

And as Ecclefiaftes witnefleth : In much wifdome, much forrow: And who getteth know- 
ledge, purchafeth forrow and gtiefe, Even that, to which Philofophy doth in generall 
armes allow this laft remedy, which the ordaineth for all manner of neceffities ; that is,to 
ke anend ofthat life, which we cannot endure. Place ? pare : Non placer? quachngue 


vis exi.Pungit dolor? vel fadiat Sane: finnduses,da jagulum: fin tellus armsie vulcanits, id 
et, fortitudine, refifte. Doth it like you? obey: doth it not like you? get out as youwsll: dorh 
gricfe pricke you? and let i pserce you too: if you be naked, jeeld your throat: but if you be 
covered with the armour of Vulcan, that 4% with fortitude, refst, Andthar fa ying ufed ofthe 
Srecians in their banquets, which they aply unto it, Ayr bibat, aut abeat: Either let hing 
caraufe, or carry hing ont of the houfe : which rather fitteth the mouth ofa Cafcoine, than 
that of Cicero, who very eafily doth chat ee che letter B into vy 

Vivere fireite ne{cts,ds(cede peritis : 

Lufifti fares, eds ffs fatissatqne bibifti: 

Tempus abire tibi ef, ne potune largivs 4940 

‘Rideat, & puller lafcivfa decentius atas. 

Live well youcannot, them thar-can give place; 

Well have you fported, eaten well, drunke well: 

Tistimeyou part; left wanton youth with grace 

Laugh at, and knock you that with {i “illing {well. 
what isit but a conteffien of his infafficiency,anda fending one backenor only to ignorance, 
there to be fhrowded, but unto ftupidity it felfe, unto unfenfibleneffe and not being ? 

—— Democritum prt quam matura Vetftas 

Admonuit memorem, motns languefi ere mentis : 

Sponte fualethe capuc obviys obtulit ipfe. 

When ripe age put Democritus in minde, 

That his thindes motions fainted, heto finde 

His death went Willing, and hislife refign’d. 

It is that which eAnthiffenesfrid, that araan mult provide himfelfe cicher of wit to tina 
derftand, or ofa halter to hang himéelfe : And that which Chryfippus alicaged upon the 
{peech of the Poet Tyrtaus, 

De ta vertu, on de mort approchcr. 
Orvertue to approch, 
Or elfelet death incroch, 

And Crates faid,that love was cured with hunger, ifnot by time; andin him that liked 
not thefetwo meanes, by the halter, That Sextins, to whom Seneca and Plutarke give fo 
much commendation, having given overall things elfe and beraken himfelfe to the {tudy of 
Philofophy, {ecing the progreife of his ftudics {0 tedious and flow, purpofedtocaft bim- 
felfe intothe Sea ; Ranne unto death for want of knowledge:Reade here whatthe law, faith 
uponthis fubject. If peradventureany great inconvenience happen, which cannot be reme- 
died, thehaven is not farre-offnd by fwimming may a man fave himfelyeout of his body, 
as outofaleaking boat : for, it is feareto die, and not defire toliye, which keepes a foole 
Joyned to his body, As life through fimplicity becommeth more pleafant, So (as Iere- 
while beganto fay) becommeth. it more innocent and better. The fimple and the igherant 
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(faith S. Pau/)raife themfelyes up to heaven, and take pofleffion ofit, whereas we, withall 
the knowledge we have, plunge our {elves downe tothe pit of hell. Irelyneither upon /2- 
lentinianus(a profefied enemy.to knowledge and learning) nor UpoB Licizius(both Roman 
Emperours) who nained them the yenime and plague of all politike eftates : Nor on Af2- 
homet,who(asI have heard )doth utterly interdi@t all manner of learning to his fubjets.But 
the example ofthat great Lycurgus, and hisauthority ought co beare chiefe {way, and the 
reverence of that divine Lacedemonian policy, fo great, fo admirable, and fo long, time flou- 
rifhing in all vertue and felicity without any infticution or exercifeatall ofletters, Thofe 
who rerurne from that new world, which of late hath beene difcovered by the Spaniards, 
can witnefle unto us, how thofe nations being without Magiftrates or law, live auch more 
regularly and formally than we, who haye among ft us more Officers and lawes,than men of 
other profeffions, or actions. 

Di citatorie piene F di libel, 

D’effamine, ds carte, & ds procure 

Hanno le mans e lfeno, & granfast elt 

Di chiofe, dt confight & di letture, 

Per cnile faculta depover els 

Non fono maine le cstt A ficure, 

Hauno dietre t3 dinanzi & a’amboi lati, 

Notaisprocuratori, G advocatt. 

Their hands and bofoms with writs and citations, 

With papers, libels, proxjes, full chey beare, 

And bundels great of {trict examinations, 

Of glofies, counfels, readings here and there, 

Whereby intewnes pooremen of occupations 

Poffeffe not their fmall goods fecure from feare, 

Before, behind, on cach fides Advocates, 

Proétors, and Notaries hold up debates. 

It was that, which a Roman Senatour faid, that their predeceffors had their breath ftinbing 


of garlike, and their ftomake perfumed with a good confcience:and contrary, the men of his 


times outwardly {mele of nothing but {weet odours, but inwardly they {tuncke of all vices: 
Whichin mine opinion, is as much to fay, they had much Knowledge and Sufficiency, but 
great want of honefty, Incivility, ignorance, fimmplicity and rudnefle are commonly joyned 


with innocency:Curiofity fubtiley 8 knowledge,are ever followed with malice: Humility, 
feare, obedience, and honefty (which arethe principal inftruments forthe prefervation of 
humane fociety)requirea fingle docile foule and which prefirmeth little of her felfe: Chrifti- 
ans havea peculiar knowledge,how curiofity in 4 man a natnrall, > originall infirmity. The 
care to encreafe in wifdomeand knowledge wasthefirft overthrow of man-kinde : Itisthe 
way whereby man hath headlong caft himfelfe downe into eternalldamnation, Pride is his 
loffeand corruption : It is pride,that mifleadeth him from common waies ; that makes him 
to embrace all newfangles, and ratherchufeto be chiefe of a tragling troupe and inthe path 
of perdition, and beregent of fome erronious feét,and ateacher of falfehood, than a difciple 
inthe {choole of truth, and faffer himfelfe tobe led and directed by thehand of others in 
the ready beaten high way. Itishaply that, which the ancient Greeke proverbeimplicth ; 
§ Riordupovta, xgdme marel, 7 tuep relern. 5 uper|tition obaieth pride asa father. Oh over- 
weening, how much doeft thou hinder us ? Socrates being advertifed, that the God of wif- 
dome, had attributed the name of wifeunto him,was thereat much aftonifhed,and diligent. 
ly fearching and rouzing up himfelf,& tanfaking the very fecrets of his heart found nofoun. 

dation or ground for thisdivine fentence.He knew fome that were as ju(t,as temperate,as va- ; 
liant and as wife as he,and more cloquent, more faire & more profitable to theircountry, In 
fine hé refolved thathe was diftinguifhed from others,and reputed wife,only becaufe he did 
not fo efteeme himfelfe : And that hisGod deemed the opinion of f{cience and wifdome a 
fingular fortifhnes in man;and that his beft doctrine was the doétrine of ignorance,and fim- 
licitic his greateft wifdome, The facted writ pronounceth them to be miferable inthis 
world,that efteeme themfelves. Dit & afbes(faith he) what ws therein thee thoufhoulde/t fo 
wauch glory of ? And in another place, God had made man like unto a fhadowe, of which 
who 
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who Thall judge, when the light being gone, it fhall vanith awa y? Man isa thing of no 
So far areour faculties from conceiving that high Deitie, that ofour Creators works, thoie 
” beare his marke beft, and are moft his owne, which we underftand leaft.Ir is an occafion to 
induce Chriftians to beleeve, when they chance ro meet with any incredible thing, thar itis 
fo much the more accogding unto reafon, by how much more it fs againft humane reafon, Tf 
it were according unto reafon, it were no morea wonder;and wereitro bematc hed, it were 
no more fingular, ALelins [citur Deus nefciendo.God ts better hnowen by our nyt krowing hime. 5. Auguptint. 
Saith S. Anguftine: And Tacitus, Sanilius eit ac reverentius de atlis deorum credere quan 3 
feire: Trea courfe of more holinef[e andre verence,to held beleefe thantohave knowledre of 
it Geds altions. And Plato dcemes is to bea vice of impiety, over-curioufly e© enquire after 
God,afterthe world, and afterthe firft caufes of things, Arque sllum gnidem parentens hujis Tacitus wor, 
univer fitates invenire, difficile: quum jam invener is, indicarein valeus, nefas, Both tts German, 
difficile to finde one the father of this uneverfe, and when you have found hin, it is unlawfall 
toreveale himtothe vulgar, faith Cicero. We ealily proaounce puiffance, truth and juttice; cic. univer, 
they be words importing fome great matter, but thar thing we neither fee nor conceive, We 
fay that God feareth, that God will be angry, and that God loyeth, 
Lmmortalia morrali fermone notantes, Lut.i.§.%232, 
Who with tearmes of mortality 
Note things of immortality. 
They be all agitationsand motions, which according to our formecan haveno placein 
God,nor we imagine them accerding to his,/t onely belongs to God to know himfelfe,crinter. 
pret his owne workes: andinour tongueshedoth it improperly, to defcend and come downe 
to us,that are,and lie gtoveling onthe ground, Howed awifdome (which is the choice be- 
tweene good and evil!) befeeme him, feeing no evill d Pouch him? low reafon and intel- 
igence, which we ufeto come from obfcure to apparant things, {eeing there is no obfcure 
thing in God? Juftice whichdiftribureth unto ¢yery man what belongsunto him created for 
the iociety and converfation of man, how is fhe in God?How temperance, which isthe mo- 
deration of corporall fe nfualities which have no place at allin his God-head? Fortitude Pae 
tientlyto endure forrowes,& labours & dangers, appertaineth a little unto him ; thefe three 
things no way approaching him, having no acceffe unto him. And therefore 47:ffotle holds 
him to beequally exernpted from vertue and from vice. Negue Lr atianeque ira teneri potest, cic NatDpor. 
quod qua talia effenr,imbecilla effent omnia. Nor can he be poffeffed werh favor and anger ; for lib.r. 
althat ts fo,es bat weake.Vhe Participation which we have of the knowledge of truth, what 
foever fhe is it isnot by our owne firength we have gotten it;God hath fufficiently taught ic 
us inthat he hath made choiceof the firmple,common & ignorant,to teach us his wonderfull 
{ecrets.Our faith hath not been purchafed by us: it isa gift Proceeding fromthe liberality of 
others. It is not by our difcourfe or underftanding that we have received our religion, itis by 
a forreine authority,and commandement, The weaknefle of our judgement, helps us more 
than our ftrensthito compaffe the fame,& ouPblindnefle more than ourcleare.fighted cies. Ic 
is moreby the meanes of our ignorance,than of our skill,that we are wife in heavenly know- 
ledge.It is no marvel ifour natural! & terreftrial] meanes cannot conceive the fupernaturall, 
or apprehend the celeftial knowledge. Letus addenothing of otir own unto it, butobedience 
and fubjeGtion : For (asitis written) LT willconfound the wifdonse of the wife,and deftroy the: 1.Cor.1.19- 20, 
anderftanding of the pradent,where is the Wife? where ts the S cribe? Where xs rhe difburer of 7% 
this world?HathnotGod made the wifdome of this world foolifhneffe?For feeing the world 
by wifdome knew not God in the wifdome of God, ir hath pleafed him, by the vanity of 
preaching, tofayethem that beleeve. Yet muf} I fee at laft, whether it be in mans powerto 
finde what he feekes for: if this long fearch, wherein lichatb continued fo manyages, hath 
enriched him with any new itrength orfolid truth:} am perfwaded,ifhe {peake in confcience, 
he will conf fle,chatallthe benefit he hath gotten by fotediousa purfuit, hath been, that he 
hath learmed to know hisowne weaknefle, Phar ignorancé which in us was naturall,we have 
with long ftudy confirmed and averred, It hath happened unto thofé thar are truly learned, 
as ithapnech unto cares of Cornewhich as long asthey are empty,erow and raife their head 
aloft, uptight and ftout;but if they once become full and bigge,with ripe Corne;they begin 
to humbleg droope downeward.So men having tried and founded all, & in all this Chaos, 
and huge heape oflearning and provifion ef fo infinite different things, and found nething , 
Bb 2 that 
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fteadie, but all vanitie, have reriounced their prefumption, and 


{lcondition.It isthat,whichV ebcsss upbraids Cortaand Cécero 


too late knowen their naturas and C 
withall,that they have learnt of Philo,to have leamed nothing. Pherecydes one of the feaven 


wife, writing to Thales evervas he was yeelding up the Ghoft ; I have (faith he) appoynted 
my friends,as foone as 1 fhalbe layed in my grtave,to bring thecall my writings. Lf they pleafe 
thee and the other Sages publifh them ; If not, concealethem. They containeno certaintie, 
nordoe they any whit fatisfie mec. My profeffion is notto know the truth mor to attaineit.f 
rather open than difcover things. The wifes that ever was being demanded what he kuew, 
anfwered beknew that he knew norbing. He verified what fome fay, that che greatelt part of 
what we know,is the leaft part of what we know not; thar is, that chat which we thinketo 
kriow, is buta parcel,yea and a finall particle of ourignorance.We know things ina dreame 
(fi ith Plato)& we are ignorant ofthem in truth.Ovsnes pene veteres nibil cognofctynthil pera 
cipi, mibal {cirt pofle dixcerunt:angufies fen[s ‘us,imbecilles antmos previa curricula Vite. Almoft 
allthe anctents affirmed nothing may be knowen,pothing perceived,norhing underfrood:that ovr 
fenfes are narrow, 07 mindes areweake, & therace of onr life 8 fbort. Cicero himfelte, who 
ought all he had unto learning, Valersus faith, thar in his age he beganto difefteeme letters: 
And whil’ft he practifed chem, it was without bond toany {peciall bedy,following what fees 
med probable unto him,now 10 the one, & now in the other Seét;ever holding himfelfeun- 
der the Academies doubrfulneffe, Dicendum eft,feditant nibil affirmem:quaram omnia, dubr 
tans plerumque,o nihil diffidens.Speake I muft but foas Tavouch nothing ,queftion allhings, 
for the moff part in doubt co diftruft of my felfe.1 fhould have too muchadoe,if I would conii. 
‘der man after his owne fafhion,&in grofe:which I night doc by hisowne rule,who is wont 
to judge of truth not by the weight or value of voices but by thenumber.But leaye we the 
common people, Qui te frertit, ; 
Who fpoare while they are awake. 
(Mortua cni vita est prope jam vive arqne vidents : 
Whotelife is dead while yer they fee, 
And ina manner living be. 
whe feeleth not himfelfe, who judgeth not himfelfe,who leaves the greateft part of his 
natural parts idle,J will take man even in his higheft eftate. Let us confider him in thisfmalk 
number of excellent and choife men, who having naturally beenc endowed with a peculiar 
and exquifite wit, have alfo foftredand fharpened the fame with care, with ftudy and with 
art, and have brought & {trained unto the higheft pitch of wifdome, it may poflibly reach 
unto. They have fitced their foule unto all fenfes, 8 {quared the fame to all byafes;they have 
ftrengthyed and under- propped ic with all foraine helpes, that might any way fit or {tead 
her,and have enriched and adorned her with whatfoeverthey have beene able to borrow, 
either within or without the world for her ayaile : Itis inthem, thatthe extreme height of 
humane Nature doth lodge. They have reformed the world with policies andtawes, They . 
have inftruéted the fame with arts and {cieffces, as alfo by example of their wonderfull 
manners and life. I will but make accompt of {uch people, of their witnefle and of cheir ex- 
crience, Letus fee how far they have gone,& what holdfaft they have held by. The maladies 
and defeéts, which we (hall finde in that College, the world may boldly allow chem to be 
his. Whofoever feckes for any thing ,commeth at laft to this concluGion and faith,that either 
he hath found ie, or that it cannor be found, or that he is Rill in purfuicafter it. All Philofo- 
phy is divided into thefe three kindes, Her purpofe isto feeke out che truth, the knowledge 
& the certainty. The Peripatetike,the Epicurians the Stoickes and others have thought they 
had found it. Thefe haveeftabli(hed the Sciences that we have, & as of certaine knowledges 
have treated of them; Clito mochus Carneades and the Academsikes,wave def{paired the fin- 
ding of it, and judged that ruth could net be conceived by our meanes. The end of thefe is 
weakuefle & ignorance, The former had more followers,and the worthictt Sestaries. Pyrrho 
and other Sceptikes, or Epochiftes, whole doétrine or manner of teaching, many auncient 
learned men have thought to have beene drawne, from Homer, from the {eaven wife men, 
from Archilochus and Evripsdes, to whom they joyne Zexos Democritus and Xenophaness 
fay that they are till {eeking after trath. Thefe judge that chofe are tofinitely deceived, who 
imagine they have found it, and that the fecond degree is over boldly vaine im affirming 
that mans power is altogether unableto attaine unto ite For to ftablifh the meafure of our 
; ftrength 
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; ‘Deedes Pt gaa ae . ae alll ik... Spee one ee Ge Lot 
: to ‘kno: wand di ifingu ith of thed ifficulty y of things i isa grcat,a n ofable and extitine {cience, 
: which they ae whether man be capable thereofor no. 
0 Nil {ci nd quiifane Pirie? id i quague nefcit, ; 
a lafeniolle gue fe nil {cire fatetar, : Lucr.l 4, 47% 
a Who think’s nothing is knowne, know esnotthat, whereby hee 
ah Graunts he knowwes nothit 1g if it knowne may bee 
iy That ignorance,which knowethjudg octh and condemneth it {elfe isnoran'abfolute | ignda 
4 rance: For,to be fo, fhe muf altogether | be ighorant of her felfe.So thatthe profeffion of th 
si) Phyrroniansis everto wayer,to doubt and to enquire 5 beve ry to beaflurcd of any ¢ thing, not 
if to take any warrant ofhimlelf Ofthe three actions or ‘Brault the foule that istof fay,the 
ty imaginative,the con icupifcible, and thecon fnting they allow and conceive "the two former; 
any the lait, they hold and defend to be ambiguous, “without inclination 1 or approbation, either 
| of one or other fide, be it never fol light, Zeno in jetture painted d forth his imagination upon 


this divifion of the Galestacul ies: the openand obt-ftretched hand wasapparance ; the 
hand halfe- fhur, and fingers fornewhat bending, tonfent: the fit clofe ,comprehenfion ¢ 
ifthe fiftofr Roeitand were clofely clinched together, it (5 ignified Stient® Now this 
fruatiomofthcir judgement, ftraight and inflexib! e, receiving all objects wit Wapplinion 
orconfent, leads them unto their Ataraxie ; w hich isthe condition ofa tae and fetled 
life, exempted from theagitarions which we receive by the impreffion of thé opinion and 
know! edge weimagit ne to shave of thiegs ; whence procee d, feare, avarice, envie. imumode- 
rate defires, ambition; pride e luperitition, love of novelties, ret eli on,d Lifobedience obftinaa 
cie, and the Ear Siaelses oF corporall | evils: yea by chat meane they arce cempted from 
the jealoufie of cher owne di ifcipli ine, fort hey contend but faintly 7 T hey feare noi reve 
nor contradiction in the diffutations, When they fay, hat heavy things deft baa downeward, 
they would be loath to be belceved but defire to be cétradigted ,theteby to engender doubr, 
and fuf; pence of judgement, whichis their end and drift, T hey put forth their propor itions 
but to ere w ith thofe, ‘they imagine wee hold in our concerpt, thn Se leits, ther 
will they undertake to maintaine the contraryall is one tothem,nor wil they § givea penny 
rochute, Ify ou ss ad rat {now is blacke they wil argiteon rhe other a sthat it is white, 
If you fay itisneither one nor other sthey wil main taine itto be both. If by a certaine judge 
ment, you fay that you cannot tell, they will maintaine that you cantell, Nay,ifby ab athe 


i mative axiome, you {weate that you {tand in fomedoubr, they will difpute, that you doubt 
4 pot of it, or that you cannot judge or maintaine, that you are indoubt. And by this extre= 
j mitic of doubt, which ftaggereth it felfe, they {eparat and devidethemlelves froin mat ny o- 
J pinions, yea ae! thofe which divers wayes have maintained | both the doubt: and the} igno- 

rance, Ww hy i lit not pee then ‘fay they) as to Doomnatifts or Doétrine-te achers, 
: for on € to {2 ay g eenc and an rother yellow, fo for them itodonbe Isth VET € At ay th tng Cah be e pre= 


? pofed unto you,eyther to allow or re ufe, which may nat lawful ly be confidered a samsbey ows Ci 
y 8 
donbifull? And wh creas orhers be carry’ ed cithe ‘bythe cuftorne of their Countrie oz b y the 


= Hoon oftheir Parents, or by chance, as by a Te npeft , without choyct or jtidgement, 
ul ycafometimes before the age of dcferetion, to fuch or fuch anotker opiaion to the Stoike or 
i E picurian Sect, to whic hthey findethemfelves more engaced  fubjed ted or falt tyed astoa 
as prizethey capnotlet goc: Ad ¢ quamcurgne ¢ difciplinap m,velut Tempefta e, delati ad eamtana Cie Academ. au 
ton quam a d fa xum adt harel. unt. Betng carrye das ttwerebyaTem pest sto any kivde of dottrine, lib, te: ee 
te th vey fiicke clof tott as it w PS PPE Fa WV Thy fhall not thefe li ikewile be permit ed,to main- 
illo taine their liberty,8¢ con cy ofthings w ithout dutie or compulfion? Hoc liberiores 6 folu~ Ibid. 
et at qed integra tlles e5t indice: Bid paket: They are [a much the freer & ar! liberty, for that 
cir power of je 2 HE he kept estire. 18 itnotfome advantage for one to finde fimfelfe 
ditmeaged from neceflitic, which bridelech others > Iris tot betrer to ter naine in fuft pence, 


taan to entangle himielfe in foma ny errours, that humane fantahie hath broug eae Isic 
As Carew Dietigais 
not betrer fora manto fu {pend his or i ae afion than to meddle with thefe fedicious and 


yuarellous divificns? What fhall I chuft? Mary , what you lift fo you chufe.A very foolifh 


anfwer; to which it fi chit teverthalete: thar all Dogmatifine arriveth; by which itis not 
lawfull for you to bee SnD ERMC SL that we know nor. Take the bef} and ftrongeft fide, it 


fhall never be fo fi; rebut you fhall have occafion to defend the fame, to clofe and combat a 
hundred and a hund ied f fides ? It isnot better ro Bese itof this confufian > You are fuffe- 
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red toembrace as your honour and life Ar#/for/es opinion,upon the eternitie of the foule, and 
to belie &ccontradiét whatfoever Plato faith concerning that;and fhal they beinterdicted to 
doubt of ic2If jt be lawfull for Paneciss to maintaine his judgement about Arufpices,Drea- 
mes, Oracles and Prophecies, whereof the Stoikes makes no doubt at all ; Wherfore fhall 
not a wifeman dare that inall things, which this man dareth ip fuch as he hath learned of his 
Mafters ? Confirmed aiid eftablifhed by the general confent of the Schoole wherof he is a 
Seétary and a Profeffor ? If it bea Childe that judgeth, he wots nor whatitis; ifa learned 
man,he is fore-ftalled, They have referved a great advantage for themfelves inthe combat, 
having difcharged themfeives ofthe care how tofhroud theméelves. They care notto be 
beaten, fothcy may ftrike againe : And allisfith that’comes tonet with them: Ifthey over 
come,your propofition halteth ; if you,theirs is lame 5 ifthey faile they verifie ignorance, if 
you, fhe is verified by you;ifthey prove that nothing is knowen, it is very well; Ifthey cau. 
Rot proveit,itis good alike:V+ quum in eadem re paria coutrarys in partibus momenta inve- 
sinntur, facilins ab meraque parte affertio fuftineatur. So as when the fame matter the like 
weight and moment & found on drvers parts, we may the more. eafily with hold avonching on 
both parts. And they fuppofe to find out more eafily, why a thing is falfe,than true,and that 
which is nort,than chat which is : and what they beleeve foc, than what they beleeve. Their 
manner of {pecch is, J confirme nothing: It is no more fo than thus, or neither : Iconceive it 
not; Apparancesare every where alike. The law of {peaking pro or contra is all one. Nothing 
feemeth true,that may uot feeme falfe.Their Sacramentall word is,éav,e, which is as much 
co fay,as Ihold & ftit not.Behold the burdons of their fongs & other fuch like. Theyreftects 
is,a pure,entire and abfolute furceafing and fufpence of judgentent, They ufe their reafon, to 
enquireand to debate;& not to ftay and choofe.Whofoever fhall imagine a perpetual cons 
feffion of ignorance,and a judgementupright & witheut ftaggering,to what occafion foever 
may chance; That man conceives the true Phyrrhonifine.I expound this fantazy as plaine as 
Ican,becaufe many deeme it hard to be conceived: And the Authors themfelves reprefent it 
fomewhat obfcurely & diverfly-Touching the actions of life,in that they are after the com- 
mon fort, they arelent and applied to natural! inclinations, tothe impulfion and conftraint 
of paffions,to the conftitutions of lawes,and cuftomes,and rothetradition of arts: Von enins 
nos Dens ifta {eire, fedtantummodo ntivolwit. For God would not have us know thefe rhings, 
byt onely ufe them.By {uch meanes they fuffer their common actions to bedirected without 
any conceit or judgement, which isthe reafonthat I cannor well fort unto this difcourfe, 
what is {aid of Pyrro.They faiae himto be ftupide and unmovable, leading a kinde of wild 
and unfociable life, not fhunning to be hie with Carts, prefenting himfelfe unto downefals, 
refufingto conforme himfelfe to the lawes. It is an endearing of his difcipline.Hee would nor 
make himfelfe a ftonc ora blocke, bura living difcourfing and reafoning man, enjoying all 
pleafures &naturall commodities, bufying himfelfe with,& ufing all his corporall and {piri- 
tuall parts,in rule and right. The fancafticall and imaginary,and falfe privileges, which man 
hath ufurped unto himfelfe,tofway,to appoint,& to eftablifh,he hath abfolutely renounced 
andquit them. Yet isthere no Sea, but is enforced to allow her wile Seétary, inchicfe ro 
follow diverfethings nor comprized nor perceived, nor allowed, ifhe willlive. And ifhe 
take:fhipping,he followes his purpofe, not knowing whether it thall be profitable or no:& 
yceldesto this,that the fhippe is good,that the pilote is skilfull,and thar the feafon is fitscir. 
cumftances only probable; After which he is bound to goe, and fuffer himfelfe to be remo- 
ved by apparances alwaies provided they have no expreffe contraricty in them, Hee hatha 
body,he hath a foule,his fenfesurge hima forward, his mind moveth him, Alchough he finde 
not this proper and fingular marke of judging in himfelfe, and that hee perceive he fhould 
not engage his Sane. foe falfhood may belike unto this truth: Hee ceafeth not to 
deteét the offices of his life fully and commodioufly, How many arts are there, which pro- 
fefeto confift more in conjecture,than in the fcience ; That diftinguifh not betweene truck 
and falfheod,but enely follow si oe is both true and falfe(fay they)and there are 
meanesin usto fecke it out, but notto ftay it when we touch it.I is betver for uso fuffer the 
order of the world to manage us without further inquifition, Amind warranced from pre- 
judice , hath a marvellous preferment to tranquility. fen that fenfure and controwle their 
judges, doe never nly fi nbmsst themfelves unto them. How inuch more docile and traétable 
arc fimple and uncurious mindes found both towards the lawes of religion and Politike 


decrees, 
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decrees, than thefe over-vigilant and nice Wits, teachers of divine and humane caufes? There 

) agi 2) mee ERS Epa 
isnothing in mans invention, whercin is fo much likelyhood, poffibilitic and. profit. This 

f reprefenteth man bare and naked, acknowledging his natural! weakenetic, apt to receive 


from above fone ftrange power, disfurnifhed ofall humane knowledge, ancl fo much the 
mere fitte to harbour divine undeiftand ing difannulling his judgemenr, that fo he m Ly give 
more place unto faith : Neither misbeleeving nor eftablifhing any doétrine or Opinion re. 
puguant untocommon lawes and obfervances, humble, obedient, diftiplinable aud flu- 
dious ;afworne enemy to Herefie, andb y confequence exempting him{clfe from all vaine 
and irreligious opinions, invented and brougit up by falfe Seéts. [eis a white theet pre- 
pared totake from the finger of God what form foeverit thall pleafe himto imprint therin, 
The more we addreffe & commirour ‘elves to Godyand reiect our felves.the better it is for us, 
Accept (faith Ecclefiafes) in g00d part things both in fhew and tafte, as from day to day 
they are prefented unto thee, the reft is beyond thy knowledge. Dossinus novit cogitationes Val. 93.1%, 
hominswm, quoniam vane funt. The Lord knowes the thoughts of mén, that they are vayne, 
See how of three generall Sects of Philofophie, two make expreffe profeffion of doubt and 
ignorance; and in thethird, which isthe Dogmatifts, it is eafieto be difcerned, thatthe 
greate(t number have taken the face of affurance ; onely becaufé they could fet a better 
i countenance on the matter, They have not fo much gone about toeftablith any certainty in 
iy us,asto fhew now farre they had waded in fecking out thetruch, Qa doth fingunt MAg ts 
quan norunt, Which the learned doe rather conceit than know. 

Tymans, being to inttrudt Socrates of what he knowesofthe €s0ds, ofthe wotldand of 
Mn men, purpofeth to {peakéof it, as one man to another sand that it fafficeth, ifhis reafons be 
t. as probable as another mans : For,exaét reafons are neither in his hands, nor in any mortal] 
nt man : which one of his Seétaries hath thus imitated : Vt potero, explicabo : nec tamer, ut 
es Pythius Apollo, certa ut fint & fixa, qua dixero;' fed, wt homunculus, probabslia conjettnra 
rt Sequens. es I can, Twill explaine them . vet nor as Apollo giving oracles, that all (bowld bee 
le certaine and fer downe, that I fay, but a8 a meane man, who followes likelihood by his con- 
i seilure, And thatupon the difcourte of the contémptofdeath ; a naturalland popular dif. 
5 courte, Bifewhere he hath tranflated it, upon Platoes very words. Si forte, de Deornm naa 
i turaorrnque mundi differentessminns quod habemusin animo confequimur,haud erit miram, 
tt eA quum est evim memintl[e, & me, qui differam, hominem cle, & vos quiindiettis: wr. f 
‘ probabilia dicentur, nthil nlira requsraris. Ie-will be no marvel, f arguing of the nattre of 
" Gods and ortginall of the world, wefcarfely reach to that which in our'minde we comprehend ; 
f for st 18 meet weremember, that bath I am aman, who am to argue,and you who are to judge, 
" fase you feeke xo further, if] fpeake but things likely, Ariftorle ordinarily hoardech us upa 
I number of other opinions,and other beleefes,that{o he may comparzhis unto it, aad make 
us fee how farre he hath gone further, and how neere he comes unto true-likelyhood - For 
‘| truth ts noe judged by authoritie, nor by others teftimonses And therefore did Epseurus reli- 
" - Goicet $ 2 
, gidufly avoyd coaleadge any in his compolitions, Fe isthe Prince of Dogmatifts, and yet 
z we learnc ofhim, that, to know much, breedes an occafion to doubt more. Heis often feene 
ferioufly to thelter himfelfe under fo inextricable obfcuritiethat his meaning cahnot be per= 
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‘ ceived, Inefteé, itis a Pyrrhonifineundera refolving forme. Liften to Cireroes prote(tas 

4 tion, who doth declareus others fantafies by hisowne. Qnireguirunt, quid de quigne re ities 
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: tp/t fentiamus ; curiofiusid faciunt, quam neceffe eft. Hagin PI tlofophia ratio,contra omnig 
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: d:fferend: nulamgue rem aperte judtcands, profettaa S ocrate,repetita ab Arcefila, confirma 


ta 4 Carncade uf{que ad noftram wiget atarem. Fis famus, qui omnibus veris falla quadam 
adinutla eff: dicamus, tanta fimilitndine wt in 48 nulla infit certe judicandi Affentiend: vo. 
ta. They that would know what we conceit of every thing nfe more curi ifitythan needs. This 
courfe 12 Philofophy to difpute againf? allthings, to judge exprefly of norhing dersved from So- 
i crates,rencwed by Arcelilas confirmed by Carncadcs ts in force till ourtime:weare rhoferhat 
| aver fome falfhood extermixt with eve ry truth, and that with uch hhenelfe, as there ts no fet 
| note wn thofe things for any affuredly to give judgement or affent. W hy hath not Arifforle 
alone, but the grgareft number of Philo fophers attected difficulty, unleffe it be to make the 
vanity of the aie to prevaile, and ro amrhufe the curiofity of our minde; fecking to feed 
it, by gnawing fo raw and bareabone? Clytomachus affirmed that hecould never under. 
ftand by the wi itings of Carneades,what opinion he was of. Why hath Epicarus interdiéted 

facility 
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facility unto his Seétaries? And wherefore hath He raclitus beene furnamed oxorewas,4 darke 
myfty clowded fellow ? Difficulty isa coine, that wifemen make ufe of, asjuglersdoe with 

afte and repaife, becaule they will not difplay the vanity of their art, and wherewith hu- 
mane foolithnet is eafily apaid. ri 

Clarus ob obfenrum linguam, magts tater inanese 
Omnia enim [tolidi mgs admirantar amantqne, 
Inverfis que [ub verbis latitantia cernunt, ne. 
For his darke{peech much prais’d, bus ofth’unwife ; 
For fooles doc all ftill more admireand prize, 
‘ That under wordsturn’d topfie-turvie lies. ‘ 

Cicero veproveth fome of his friends, becaufe they were wont to beftow more time about 
Aftrology, Law, Logike, and Geometry, than fach Arts could deferve: and diverted them 
from the devoirs of their life,more profitable and more honeft. The Cyrenaike Philofophers 
equally contemned natural Philofopby and Logicke. Zeno in the beginning of his bookes 
of the Common-wealth declared all the liberall Sciences to be unprofitable, Chry /ippus faid 
that which Plate and Ari/forle had written of Logike,they had written the fame in jeft and 
for exercile fake; and could not beleeve that ever they {pake in good earneft of fo vaine and 

idlea fabject. Plararkg faith the {ame of che Metaphyfikes ; Epscur would have faid itof 

Rethorike, of Grammar, of Poefie, ofthe Mathematikes, and(except natural Philofophy) 

of all other fciences : And Socrates of all ; but of che Art ofcivill manners andlife. What- 
’ foever he was demanded of any man, he would ever firft enquire of him,to give an accompt 

of his life,borh psefent and patt: which he would {erioufly exaimineand judge of ; Deeming 
all other apprentifhips as fubfequents and of fupererogat:on 10 regard ofthat. Parnas mht 
placeant caliseraquead virtutem dottorshns nihil profuerunt.T hat learning pleafech me but a 
bittle which nothing pro fiteth the teachers of it unto vertHe. Moft of the Arts havethus beene 
coutemned by knowledge it felfesForthey thought it not amifle to exercife their’mindes in 

matters wherein wasno proficable folidity. As forthe reft, fome have judged Plate a 

Dogmatift,others a Doubter,fome a Dogmatilt inonething & fome a Doubier, in another, 

Socrates, the fore-man of his Dialogues dothcvet aske and propoiehis Difputagion 5 yet 

never concluding nor ever fatisfying;and faith, he hath no other Science, but that ot aupes 

fing, Their Author Homer hath equally grounded the foundations of all Seéts of Philofe- 
phy, therebyto fhew, how indifferent he was which way we went.Some fay,that of Plate 
arofe ten diverfe Sc&ts. Andas I thinke, never was inftru@tion wavering and nothing 
ayouching, if his be not.Socrareswas wont fo fay,that when Mid wives begin once to putin 
practice the trad to make ozher womenbring forth children,themfelves become barré, That 
heby thetitle of wife, which the gods had conferred wpon him,had alfo in his man-like and 
mentall love fhaken off che faculty of begetting : Being well pleafed to afford all helpe and 
favor tofuch as were engendrers;to open their nature,to faple their paflages,toeafe the iffue 
of their child-bearing, to judge thereof, to baptiferhe fame, to fofter it,to ftrengthen it,yro 

{wathe it, and to circumcifeit;exercifing and handling hisinftrument at the perill & fortune 

of others, Se is it with moft Authors of this third kindc,as the ancients have well noted by 

the writings of Anaxagoras, Democritus, Parmenides X enophanes,and others. They havea 
manner of writing doubtfull both in fab(tance and intent,rather enquiring than inftructing: 
albeit here and there, they eneerlace their fti'e w ih dogmaticall cadences. And is nox that as 
wellfeene in Sexeca and in Péatarke?}ow much doe they {pcake fometimes of one face, & 
formetimes of another, for fuchaslookeneere unto it? Thofe who reconcile Lawyeis,ought 
firlt to have reconciled them every one unto himfelfe. PZato hath(in my feeming )loved this 
manner of Pailofophying. Dialogue wife in good earneft, that cherby he might more de- 
cemly place in fundry mouthes the diverfity and variation of his Owne conccits. Diverfly 
totreat of matters i as good better as totreat them conformably,, that isto fay, morecept- 
dufly & more profitably.Lec us take example by our felves. Definite fentences make the laft 
period of dogmaticall & refolving fpecch : yet fee we,that thofe which our Parlaments pre- 
f{enr unto our people,as che moft exempiare and fitce(t to nourifh in them the reverence they 
owe unto thisdigniticscefpecialy by reafon of the fufficiencie of chofe perflfiis, which exercife 
the fame,taking their glory,notby the conclufion, which cothem is dayly,&is common to al 
judgesas much asthe debating of diverfe,&agitations of cotraryreafonings oflaw caufeswill 
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admit. And thelargeft fcope for reprchenti ions of fome Philotophers apainit ochers,< draweth 
ceelgis a and diverlities with it, wherein every onc of them findeth himéelfe fo en- 
tangled, either by intent to fhew the w ayering of mans ininde above all matters, or ignio- 
raatly forced by the volubilitie and incomprehenfiblene fle of all matters : W hat meaneth 
this burdon ? Lm 4 flippery and gliding place let us fufpend our belsefe, For as Euripides faith, 

Les auares de Diex en diverfes 

Facons, nous donnent aes traverfes 

Gods workes doe travers our imaginations, 

And croffe our workes in divers different fafnions, 

Like unto that which Empcdocles was wontotten tofcatrer amongft his bookes.as moved 
bya divine furie and forced i by truth.No no,we feel nothing, we fee nothing ; all tt things are 
hid from us 1 There isnot one,that we may eftablih, how and what itis: But return sing to 
this holy word, Cogitationes mortalinm timida & meerte adinventiones noftra,G & providen- 
tie. The thoughts of mortal men are fearcful,our devices & forefights are uncertaine. It mult 
not be chiowent firange if meta difparing of the goale have yet taken pleafure it ithe chafe of 
it; ftudie being in it felfea p! leafing occupation, yeafo ple: ating, thac amid fen(ualities, the 
Stoikes forbid alfo that which comes from the exercife ofthe minde sand requitea bridle to 
it ,&cfinde intemperance in over Much ki 1owledge, Democritus havi ing at histable earen fome 
figges that rafted of hony, began prefently i in his minde ro fecke out whence this unufuall 
fweeriies in them might proceed 3 and to be refolved, rofefrom the board, to view the place 
where thofe figges had beéne gathered. His maide fervant nothing this dltcration in heriiae 
fter,fmilingly {aid unto him; that he fhould no more bute bimfelfe about it;the reafon was, 
fhe had jaide themin a vellell whigre hony had beene; whereat he Raced. to be wrothin 
that fhee had deprived him of the occafjon of his intended fearch,and robbed his curiofitie 
of matter to Ww orkeupon. Away (quoth he) unto her, chou haft ‘much onenden mee; yet 
will J not omitto finde out rhaleninke: asific were naturally fo.Who pe rhaps would nothave 
miffed to finde fome likely or true reafon; for a falfe and fuppofed effect, .This orice ofa 
famous and great Philofopher doth evidently reprefent unto us this {tudious paflion , 
which fe doth ammute usin purfuit of things, oftwhefe obtaining wee defpaire, Plwtarke 
reporteth alike example of one who w ould norbee refolved of what he doubted, becaufe 
hee would not lofe the pleafurehee had in feeking it + As another, that would not nave his 
Phyfitian remove thethirft he felt in his ague, becaufe he ean not: lofe the pleafire he 
tooke in quenching the fame with drinking Sarius e§t {upervacna difcere, quam nihil, It as 
betrer to learne more than weenced phannothmg at all, Even as w_all feeding ,. pleafure 
is alwayes alone ard fing!e ; andall we take thar is pleafant is not ever nourifhing and 
wholefome : So ew ifi. what our minde drawes from learning leayeth not to be vo- 
luptuous, although i it neither nourifh nor be wholefome. Note what heir faying is : The 
confideration of nature ts afood proper for oxr mindcs, it at and puffero us HP. it makes 
us by the compart(on of heavenly and high things to difdaine baf¢ and low matters the fearch 
of hidden and ercat car fess very plo safants ‘yea unte him that atti sines nought but thereven 
rence andfeare to judge of them, Thete are the very words of their profe fellion, The vain 
image of this crazed curiofitie is more: nanife ftly fcene inthis oth eae le, which they 
for cue: fake have fo often in their montis. Exdoxus withed, and praid ro the Gods, 
that he might once view the Sunnenecre athand, to comprehend his forme, his ereatnedi 
and his beautie 3; on condition he might immediately be burnt and sieiitahadal iby it. ris 
with the price of his owne life would heattaine’a Sci ience, whereof both ufeand ir ffjon 
fhall herewith bee taken from him; and forfo fdden ind fle ecting knowledge, lofe and 
forgoe all che knowledges he either now hath or ever hereafter may have, Leannot eafily 
be perfw aded. that Epicurus, Plata or Pyth 1g Oras have fold us their Acomes, their Ideas, 
and their Numbers for re! 2a Ao They were nity wife to-eftablith heir articles of 
faith upont things fo uncertaine and ¢ difp utable, Bucin this obfcuritic and ignorance of the 
werld, each ot ‘thefencrable men hath endevoured to bring fome kinde of ‘thew ox image 
of light ; and have butied then mindesabour inventions chat might ar leaft havea pleafing 
and wilie apparance, provided’ notwith{tanding it were falfe) jitmig ghtbe maintained againft 
contrary oppofitions : Varcusque tfta proin ingenie fixg cuntur,non ex Scientia vi. Thefe 


thing sare conceited by every mar as his wit fervessnot as his knowledge ftretch es &} reaches. 
An 


Euripides. 
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An ancient Phylofopher being blamed for profeffing that Philofophie, whercof,in his judo= 
ment hee made no efteeme;. anfwered, that that was true Philofophizing. They have goue 
about to confider all,toballanceall,and have found that it wasan occupation ficting the na~ 
turall curiofitic which isinus. Some things they haye written for the behoofe of common 
focietie, astheir religions: And for this confideration was it reafonable, that they would not 
throughly unfold common opinions,that fothey might not breed troublein the obedience 
oflawes and cuftomes of their countries.P /are treateth thismyfterie ina very manifett kinde 
offport. For, where he writeth according to himfelfe,he prefcribeth nothing for certainties 
When he inftitutesa Law giver, he borroweth a very fwaying and avouching kinde of ftile: 
Wherein he boldly entermingleth his moft fantafticall opinions ; as profitable to perfwade 
thecommon fort, as ridiculousto perfwade himfclfe : Knowing how apt wecare to receive 
all impreffions,and chiefly the mo ({t wicked and enormous.And therefore is he very carefull 
in his lawes that nothing bee {ung in publike but Poefies; the fabulous fidtions of which 
tend to fome profitable end : being fo apt to imprint all manner of illufion in mans minde, 
that itis injuftice not to feed them rather with commodioushies than with lies either unpro- 
fitable or damageable. He flatly faith #1 his Common-wealth that for the benefit ofmen, ic 
is often neceflarie to deceive them. It is eafie to diftinguifh, how fome Sects have rather fol- 
lowed truth, and fome profit ; by which the latter have gained credit,Ic is the miferie ofour 
condition, that often what offersit felfe unto our imagination for the likelye(t, prefents not 
it elfe unto it for the moft beneficiall unto our life. The boldeft fects, both Epicurian, Pir- 
rhonianand new Academike, when they have caft their acoumpt, are compelled to {too 

to the ciyill law. There are other fubjects,which they have toffed,fome onthe left and fome 
onthe right hatid each one labouring and ftriving to giygit fome femblance, were it rightor 
wrong:For,having found nothing {o fecret, whereof cbeMave not attempted to fpeake, they 


are many times forced to forge divers feebleand fond conjeCtures:Notthat themfelves tooke 
them for a ground-worke, norto eftablifhatruth, but foran exercife oftheir (tudie. Non 
tam id fenfiffe, quod dicerent, quam exercere ingenia materia difficuleate videmur veluiffe. 
They feeme not fo much to have thought as they {aid, as rather willing toexerctfe their wits ir 
the difficulty ofthe matter. And ifit werenot fotaken, how fhould wecloke fo great anin- 


conftancie, variecie and vanity ofopinions, which we fee to have beenc produced by thefe 
excellent and admirable {pirits? Asfor example, What greater vanitie can there be thanto 
goeabout by onr proportions and conjetkuresto guefeat God? And to governe beth bimand 
the world according to our capacitie andlawes ? Andto ufe this {mall icanelin of fafficiencie, 
which ke hath pleafed to impart unto our natural] condition, atthe coft and charges of di- 
vinitie > And becaufe we cannot extend our fight fo farreas his glorious throne, to have re- _ 
moved him downe to ourcorruption and miferies ? Of all humane and ancient opinions 
concerning religion, 1 thinke that to have had more likelyhood andexcufe, which know- 
ledged and confefled God to be gn incomprchenfible power, chiefe beginning and preferver 
of allthings; all goodnes, all perfection ; accepting in good part the honourand reverence 
which mortall men did yeeld him, under what ufage, name and manner foever it was. 

Lupiter omsnipotens rerum ,reguangne, Deumque} 

* Progenitor, genitrixgue. 

Almightis jove, is parent faid to be 

Ofthings, of Kings,of Gods, both he and foe. 

This zealehath univerfally beene regarded of heaven wit's a gentleand graciouseye. All 
Polities have reaped fome fruit by their devotions Men, and impious actions have every 
wherehad correfpondent events, Heathen hiftories acknowledge dignitic, order, juttice, 
prodigies, and oracles, employed for their benefit and inftruétion, in their fabulous re- 
ligion: God of his mercy daining peradyenture, to fofter by his temporall bleffings the 
budding’and tender beginnings of fucha brute knowledge, asngturall reafon gave them of 
him, athwart the falf images of their deluding dreames:Not only falfe,but impiousand in- 
jitious are thofe,which man hath forged and devifed by his owne invention, And of al reli- 

ions Saint Pax/ found in creditat Arhexs, that which they had confecrated unto a certaine 
hidden and unknownedivinitie,feemed to be moft excufable, Pytha orasfhadowed the truth 
fomewhat necrer, judgeing thatthe knowledge of this firlt caufe and Exs-entium mutt be 
undefined, without einem or.declaration. That it was nothing elfe butthe cx. 
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; treme indeyour of our imagination,toward perfection,every one amplifying the Idea thereof 
E according to his capacitie. But if Wns undertooke to conforme the devotion of his people 
Q to this projeét,to joyne the fameto a religion meerly mentall, without any prefixt objeg or 
" material! mixture; he undertooke a matter to no vfé, ALans minde could never be maintained, 
‘ if it were ftil floteng up and downe ix this in finite deepe of [hapeles conceits. They mutt be fra. 
ds med untoherto fome image, according to her model. The majelty of God hathin fome fore 
: luffered it felfe to becircumn{cribed to corporall limits: Es fupernaturall & celeftiatSacra- 
ls ments beare fignes of onrterreftriall condition. is adoration is expreft by offices and fenfible 
‘ words ; for, it ismanthat beleeveth and praicth, J omit other arguments, that are emplyed 
| about this fubject. But I could hardly be made beleeve,that thei ight of our Crucifixes, and 
piGtures of that pittiful torment, that the ornaments and ceremonious motions in our Chur- 
ht ches,that the voyces accomodated and fated to our thoughts-devotions,and this ftirrino of 
1 ourfenfes, doth not greatly inflamethe peoples foules, with a religious paffion of wonde- 
: rous beneficiall good -Of thofe, to which they have given bodies,as neceflicy required ¢mid 
this general blindnefle;as for me, I fhould rather have taken part with thofewho worfhip- 
ped the Sunne. 


lalumicre commune, 
L’ cil du monde : & fi Dien an chef porte des yeux, 
Les rayons du Solil font fes yeux radtenx ‘ 
Qui donnent vie a tous, nous maintrennent & ardent, 
Et les faitts des humainsen ce monderegardent: 
Ce beau, ce grand Solesl, quivous fait lesfayfons, 
Selon qu'il entre ou fort de fes douxe may fons ; 
Oxiremplit Univers de fes vertus cognues, 
Onid’untraiél de fes yeux nons Arffipeles mes: 
L’ fpsrit, lame du monde, ardant of amboyarts 
‘ En laconrce d'un iour tont le Cieltour noyand, 
Plein @’immenfe grandeur,rond, vagabond ¢ ferme : 
Lequeltient deffoubsluy tont: le moude pour termes 
En repos fansre pos, orf if, & fans fetour, 
Fils aifné de nature, © le pere du sonr. 
Thecommon light, 
The worlds eye : and if God beare eyes in his cheefe\head, 
His moft refplendent eyes, the Sunt.e.beames may be faid, 
Which unto all give life, which us maintaineand puard, 
And in this world of men, the workesof men regard, 
Thisgreat, this beautcous Sunne, which us our feafons makes, 
As intwelve houfes he, ingreffe or egreffe takes; 
Who witlrhis Vertues knowne, dorh fill thisuniverf 
With one caft of his cyesdoth us all clowds difperfe, 
The fpirit, and the foule of this world, flaming, burning, 
Round about heay’n in courfe of one dayes journey turning. 
Of endicfle oreatneffe full, round, moveable and faft : 
Whoall the world for bouitds beneath himfelfe hath pla’ft : 
In reft, without reft, and {till more ftaid, without ftay, 
Of Nature th’eldeft Childe, and'father ofthe day, 

Forafmuch as befidesthis greatnefle and matchlefle beautie of his, it is the only slorious 
piece of this vafte-worlds-frame, which we perceive to beturtheft fromus : And by that 
meane folittle known, asthey are pardonable, that entered into admiration,and reverence 
of it. Thales, who wasthe firftto enquire and finde outthis matter,efteemed Godto beea 55 
ipitit, Whomadeallthings of water. Anaximander thought theGodsdid dy,and were new 
borne at divers feafons: and thatthe worlds were infinite in number, Avavimsenes deemed 
the ayreto be a God which wascreated immenfe,& alwaies moving. Anaxagoras wasthe 5, 
firft that-held the defcription and manner of all thisgs,to be direéted by the power and rea- 
fon of afpirit infinit. A/cmseon hath afcribed Divinity unto the Sunne,untothe Moone, un. ,, 
to Stars and unto the Soule. Pythagoras hath made God, a fpirit difperfed through the Na- ,, 
ture 
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PEO A oi Sebein eae 
hence our foules are derived. Parmenides a Circle circumpafling the heas 


ture ofall things, w 


yens, and by the heat of light maintaining the wold. Empedocles {aid the foure Natures, 


whereof all thingsare made,to be God s.Protagoraesthat he had nothing to fay,whet herthey 
wereor werenot, or whatthey were,Democritus would fometimes fay,that the images and, , 
their circuitions were Gods, and orhertimes this Nature,which difperfech thefeimages;and 
then our knowledge and intelligence.P lato {cattereth his belicfe after d iverfe femblances.In 
his Tymeus; he faich, that the worlds-father could notbe named, In his Lawes, thathisbe- 
ine mutt not be enquired after. And elfe-where inthe faid beokes, he makeththe world, 
8 hand our foules,o be Gods; and befides,admitteth chofethat 


the heaven, the ftarres,the cart r foul t 
by ancient inftitutions have beene received in every Common -wealth, Xexophon reporteth 


a like difference of Seorareshis difcipline. Sometimes that Gods forme ought not te bein. 
quired after; then heinakes him infer, that the Sunneis.a God, and the Soule a God:other~ 
dthen more. Speu/ippuss Nephew unco Péire,makes God to 
beacertaine power, governing all things, and having afoule. Ariforle faith fometimesthat 
itisthefpirit, and fornetimesthe world ; othertimes he appoynteth. another ruler over this 
world. and fometimes he makes Godto be the heat of heaven. Xenocr.stes makes eight; five 
named amongft the planets, the fixth cormpofed ofall the fixed ftarres,asof his owne mem- 
bers; the feaventh and cight,the Sunne andthe Moone.Heraclides Pouticus doth but roame 
among his opinions, and in fine depriveth God of fenfe,.and maks him remove and tran- 
{change himfelfe from one farm to another ; and then faith, that is both heaven and earth, 
Theophraftusin allthis fantazies wandereth Rillin like irrefolutions,attributing: the worlds 
fuperintendency pow tothe intelligence, now to the heaven, and now to che ftarres. Strato, 
that itis Nature having power to cagender, to augment and toditminifh, without forme or 
fenfe. Zeno, the naturall Lawe, commaunding thegooc, and prohibiting theevil; which 
Lawe isa breathing creature; and removeth the accuttomed Gods, Lupi:er, Tuno and Vefta. 
Diogenes Apolloniates,that it is Agee Xe enophanes makes God, round, {eeing, hearing not— 
breathing, and having nothing common with humane Nature. eArifte decmeth rhe forme 
of God to bec incomprehenfible, and depriveth him offeafes, and wotteth notcertainely 
whether he bec a breathing foule or fomething elfe. Cleanthes fometimes reafon, othertimes 
the World, now the foule of Nature, and other-while the fupreme, heat, enfoulding and 
containing all. Perfaus Zenves difciple hath beene of opinion, that they were furnamed 
Gods, who had brought fomenotable good or benefit unto humane life, orhad invented 
profitable things. Chry/ippxs, made aconfufed huddle of all the foréfaid {entences, and 
amongft a thoufand formes of the Gods, which he faineth, hee alfo accompteth thofe men 
that are immortalized, Diagoras and Theodorus, flatly denyed, that there were anie Gods : 
Epicurus makes the Gods, bright-fhising, tranfparent and: perflable, placed as it were 
betweene two Forts,betweenetwo Worlds, fafely thelecred from all blowes,iny« {ted with 
ahumane fhape and with ourmembers, which unto them areofino ufc. 

Ego Dew genus elfefemper dnxi, & dicam calinm, 

Sedeos non curare opmor,quidagat humanum genus. 

I ftill thought and wil fay, of Godstherc is a kinde; 

But what our mankinde doth, I thinke rhey nothing minde, 

Truft to your Phi'ofophie, boaftto have hitthe naile on the head); er to have found our 
the beane ofthis Cake,to fee this coile and hurly-burly of fo many Philofophical wits. The 
trouble or confufion of worldly thapes and formes hath gotten this, of mee, that cuftomes 
and conceipts differing from mine, doe not fo much diflike me, asinftruct me ; and at what 
time I conferre or compare thea together, they doe not fomuch pufte me up with pride, as 
humble me with lowlineffe, And each other choyce, except that which commeth from the 
expreflehand of God, feemethto mea choyce of {mall prerogative or confequence. The 
worlds policies ate no iefle contrary ane to another in this fabjegt,than the {chooles Wher- 
by wemaylearne, that Fortune herfelfis no more divess,changing and variable, than our 
reafon, nor morc blinde and inconfiderat. Things molt unknowne are firtelt to bee deified, 
Wherefore, to make gods of our felves (as antiquitie hath done, ). it exceeds. the extreme 
weaknefleofdifcourfe. I wouldrather have folowed thofe that worfhipped the Serpear, 
the Doggeand the Oxe, forfomuch as their Nature,and being isleaft knownc tous; and.we 
may more lawfully imagine what we Itt of thofe beafts.and afcribe cxtraordinarie faculties 

unto 


times, that there is but one, an 
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untothem, But to have made Godsof our condition , whofe imperfections we fhould know, 
and to haye attributed defire,choler, revenge, marriages, oeneration, alliances, love and jea 
loufie, our limbes and ottr bones; our infirmities/our pleatires, our deathes;and our Sepul. 
chres-unto them, hath of neceflicy procceded from a meere and egregious fottifhnefie, or 
drunkenneffe of mans wit, 

: Ona procul ufqueadeo divine ab numine diftane. 

Laque Deum numero qua fint wdigha videri. 

Which from Divinity fo diftant are, 

Toftand in ranke of Gods unworthy farre. 


Ly67.1,5.123. 


Formeasdtates, veflitus. ornares noti (fant: Lenera,conjugia, cognationes, omniague tradutha 
ad fimilitudinem imbecillitatis humane: nam @ perturbatis aninnws inducHntHr  Accipimens 
, entm Deornm cup iditates,agritudines iracundias.Thew ‘floapes,their a ges their apparrell their 
furnitures are ksioweny their kindes, thetr marriages, their kindred, and all tranflated to the 
Likeneffe of mans weakueffe: For they are alfo brought in with mindes much troubled: forwe 
reade of the luft fulneffethe grievings,the angrineffe of the Gods« Asto have afcribed Divini- 
ty,not only untd faich,vertue,horiour,concord liberty, victory and piety ; butalf> unto yo- 
luptuoufnefle, fraud ,death envy, age and mifery; yea unto feare, unto ague, and unto eyill 


I fortune,and fuch other injuriesand wrongs to our fraile and tranfitory life, 

Sat CREE L Pe 2. 5 
i Quid iavat hocstemplis noftros inducere mores? Perf fat.2.62: 
he O curve interris anima & caleftinminanes ! Ste 


What boots itsinto Templesto bring manners of our kindes? 

r O crooked fouleson carth,and void of heavenly mindes, 
" The £gyptians with an impudent wifdome forbad upon paine of hanging, that no man 
tt fhould dare to fay, that Serapis and I/s their Gods, had whilome beene but men, when all 
Knew they had beéne fo. And their images or piftures drawne with a finger acroffe their 
‘ Mouthes imported. (as Varro faith ) this mifterious rule unto their priefts,to conceale their 
. mortall off-{pring which by a neceflary reafondifanulled all their veneration, Since mande- 
fired {6 much toequall himfelfe to God, it had beene better for him (faith Cicere } to draw 
i thofe divine conditions unto himfelfe, and bring them downeto earth, thanto fend hiscor- 
ruption,and place hismifery above in heayen: but totakehim aright, he hath divers wayes 
and with like yanitie of opinion, done boththe one and other. When Philofophers blazon 
and difplay the Hierarchy of their gods, and to theutmoft of their skill endevout to diftin- 
| euith their aliances, theircharges, and their powers. Icannot beleevethey fpeake in good 

earneft when Plate decyphreth unto us the orchard of Pluto,and the commodities or corpo 

gall paines, which even afterthe ruine and confumption of our body, waite for us, and apply= 

Wh them tothe apprehenfion or feeling we have in this life. 

Secrett celant colles, myrtia cite Vire. En li. @ 


conceptions,and was fo well acquainted with Divinity asof moft he purchafed the furname 
of Divine, wasever ofopinion,that man (this feely and wretched creatore man ) had any 
one thine inhim, which might in any fort beapplied, andfutedto this incomprehenfible 
and unfpeakable power ? or ever imagined that our languifhing hold-fafts were capable, or 
the vertue of our underftanding of force,to participate or bepartakers, either oftheblefled. 
neffe, orcterpal! punifhment ? Heought inthe behalfe of humane reafon be anfwered : 
Ifthe pleafures, thou promifettus inthe other life, are fichvas I have felt herebelow, they 
have nothing in them common with infinity. If all my five naturall fenfes were even furchar- 
ged with joy and gladnefle, and my foule poffefled with allthecontents and delights, it 

¢ could 
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could poffibly defire or hope for(and we know what it cither:can with ot hope tor)yet were 
isnothing. Ifthere bee any thing that ismine, then is therenothing thatis Divine; if itbe 
nothing elfe,bue what may appertaineustothis our prefent condition, it may not be accoun- 
ted of. ell mortal nsens contentment 18 mortall. The acknowledging of our parents,of our 
children and of our friends, if it cannot touch,move or tickle us inthe other world, if we ftill 
take hold of fuch a pleafure,we continueia Terreftrial and tranfitorie commodities. We can 
not worthily conceive of thefe bigh,myfterious,and divine promifes; if wee can but in an 
fort conceive them,and fo imagine them aright ; they muft be thought to be inimaginable, 
unfpeakeable and incomprehenfible, and abfolutely and perfeétly other than thofe of our 
sniferable experience. Noeyecan behold, ( faith Saint Pawl ) The hap ehat God prepareth 
for his elekt.mor car it po tbly enter the heart of ma.And ifto make us capable of it(asthou 
faith Plato by thy purifications) our being is reformed and effence changed, it mutt be by fo 
extreme and univerfalla change, that according to Philofophicall doétrine, we fhall be no 
more our {elves : 
Ovid.Trift.l.3. Hektor erat tanc cum bello certabat,at ille 
sinus be Tratius ab e/Emonionon erat Hettor equo. 
Leétor he was, when hein fight us’d force ; 
Heétor he was not, drawne by th’enemies horfe. 
it fhall be fome other thing, that fhall receive thefe recompeuces. 
Luor.1.3.781- quod mutarhr,diffolvirur, mterit ergo: 
Trajicinutur enim parses argue ordine migrant. 
What is chang’d, is diffolved therefore dies : 
: Tranflated partsin order falland rife. 

For,in the Mferempfychofis,or tran{migration of foules of Pyrhageras,and the change of 
habitation, which he imagined the foulestomake ; fhall we thinke that the Lion in whom 
abideth the foule of Cefar, doth wed thepaffions whichconcerned Cafar, orthat it is hee? 
And if it werehee, thof had fome reafon, who debating this opinion againft Plato, object 
chat the fonne might dne day bee found committing with his mother ander the fhape ofa 
Mules body, and fuch like abfurdities. And fhall weeimagine, that in the tranfmigrations 
which are made from the bodies of ome creatures into others of the fame kind ,the new fac. 
ceeding-ones are not other,than their predeceflors were? Of a Phenixes cinders, firft (as the 
fay)is cngendred a worme and then another Phenix : who can imagine that this fecond Phe- 
nix be no other and different from the firft? Our Silk~wormes are {eene to dyeand then to 
wither drie,and ofthat body breedeth a Butter-flie,and ofthat a worme, were it not ridicu- 
lous to thinke,the fame to be the firlt Silkeworm?what hath once loft bis being,isno mor. 

Nee fi materiamnoftram collegertt atas ~ 
Pokt obitum, rur{umgue redegerit,ut fitanunc est © 
Argue iterum nobis fuerint data lumina vite, 
Pertineat quidquam tamen ad nos id quoque fattum, 
Interrupta femel cum firrepetentia noftra, 
Iftime fhould recolleét, when life is patt, 
Our ftuffe,and itreplace,asnow tis plac’t, 
And light of life were granted us againe, 
¥et nothing wouldthatdeed tous pertaine, 
When interrupted were our gurne againe. 
And Placo,when inanother place thou {aift,thae it fhall be the fpirituall part of man that 
fhall enjoy the recompences of the other life,thou telleft of things ofas fmall likely=hood, 
1b, 58¢. Scilicer avulfis radicibus ut nequit wllam 
Dishicere ipfe oculusremfeor[um corpore toto. 
By’nasno eye,by th’root’s pull’d-outcan fee 
Ought in whole body feverallto bee. ‘ 
For,by thisreckoning, it fhall no longer be man, norconfequently us, to whom this enjoy- 
ing fhall appertaine; for we are builtof two principall eflentiall parts, the feparation of 
which,is the death and confummation of our being, 
Inter enim jaiha est vitai canfa vageque 
Deerrarunt paffins morus ab fenfibws omnes. 
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All motions {traied are, far wafidring thence 


lived ,and thar the earth confumeth them 
Es nihil hoc ad nos,qui coitu cenjngiogue 
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we doenot fay; that man fuffereth, when the wormes gnaw his body and limbs whereby he 
15id.888. 


Corports atque aninze con/iftinus uniter apti. 
This nought concern’s us,whoconfift of union, 
Of minde and body joyn’d in meet communion, 

Moreover, upon what ground of their juftice, can the Gods reward manand be thankful! 
unto him after his death, for his good and vertuous a&tions, fincethemfelves addrefled and 
bred'them in him?) And wherefore are they offended, and revenge his vicious deeds, when 
themfelves havecreated hin with fo defeétivea condition, and that but with onetwinklin 
oftheir will, they may hinder him from finning ? Might not Epicwrus with fome fhew of 
humane reafon object that unto Pate, if he did not often fhrowd himfelfe under this fen~ 
tetice ;, That itisunpoffible by mortall nature to eftablith any. certainty of the immortal] 2 
Shee is ever (traying, but efpecially when themedleth with divine matters, Who feelesit 
morcevidently than we? For, although we have afcribed unto her affured and infallible 
priniciples,albeit weeenlighten her ftepswith the holy lampe of shat truth, which God hath 
beene pleafed to impart untous, wenotwithftanding fee daily, how little foever fhe ftray 
from the ordinary path,and that the ftartor ftragle outof the way,tracedand meafured out 
by the Church, how foone fhe lofech,entangleth and.confoundeth her felfe; turning, tofling 
and floating up and downe, in this vaft, trroublefome and tempeftuous fea of mans opinions, 
without reftraintor {cope. So fooneas fhe lofeththis high and common way, fhee divideth 
and fcattereth herfelfe a thoulanddiverfe wayes. Man can beno other than he is,nor imagine 
butaccording to his capacity: Itis greater prefumption (faith P/wearch)in thera that are but 
men, to attemptto reafon and difcourfe of Gods, anid of demi-Gods, than ina man meerly 
ignorant of muficke, to judge of thofe that fing ; or fora man, that was never in warres, to 
difpute of Armes and warre,prefuming by fome light conjegture, to comprehend the eftects 
of an art altogether beyond his skill. As I thinke, Antiquity imagined it did foncthing for 
divine Majefty, when {hee compared the fame unto man, attiring her with his faculties, and 
enriching her with his {trange humours, and moft fhamefull neceffities : offering her fome 
of our cates to feedupon, and fome of our dances, mummeries, and enterludes to make her 
merry, with our clothes toapparrell her; and our houfesto lodge her, cherifhing her with 
the {weet odors of incenfe,and founds ofmuficke, adorning her with garlands and flowers, 
and to draw her to our vicious paffion,to flatter her juftice with an inhumane revenge, glad. 
ding her with the ruine and diffipation of things created and preferved byher. As Tiberine 
Sempronins, who for a facrifice to Visleaw, caufed the rich {poilesand armes, which he had 
gotten of hisenemies in Szrdemsa,to be burned: And Paslus eEmilius, thofehe had obtai- 
ned in ALacedonia,to Marsand Minerva. And Alexander comming tothe Ocean of In- 
dia, caft in favour of Theres many great rich veflels of gold into the Sea, replenifhing more- 
over her Altars with a butcherly (laughter, not onely of innocent beafts, but of men, as di- 

exfe Nations, and amoneftthe reft, ours were wont to dee, And I thiakenone hath beene 
exempted from fhewing the like Eflayes. 
Salmonecreatos 
Quatuor hic juvenes, rotidem, guos educat Ofensy 
Visventesrapit, txferias quosimmolet smbris. 
Foure young-men borne of Su/mo,and foure more 
Whom Vfezs bred , he living over-bore, 
Whom he to hisdead friend 
A facrifice might fend. 

The Geres deemethemfelycs immortall,and their death but the beginning ofa journey to 
their God Zamol.vis. From fiveto five yeares, they difpatch fome one among themfclves 
toward him ,to require himof neceflarie things, This deputy of theirs is chofen by lors; 
And the manner to difpatch him, afterthey have by word of mouth inftruéted him of his 
charge, isthat amongft thofewhich affitt his ele&tion, threc hold fo many javelins upright, 
tpon which the others by meere ftrength-of armes, throw him; if hechanceto fticke upon 

Cc 2 thein 


Virg. ER L1. 
$176 


33 
23 
23 
b> A 
33 


2? 


| 


setetieer semen ssh rane 


— 


poe 


~ 
2% 


Luc.l.1. 102. 


f ron yPi 
Akg. Civ, Dé 


1.6, 6.100 


Ibid.e.Senecs 


Beat, l, 1.8 de 


—— 


The Jecond Booke. 


“Chap.t2. 


them in any mortall place,and thathed ye fuddenly, it is to theman aflured argument of di- 
vine favour; butif heefcape, they deeme him a wicked and execrable man, and then chufe 
another. Ameftris mother unto Xerxes, being become aged, caufed at onetime 14, young 
ftriplings of the nobleft houfes of Per/a (following the religion oftper countrie)to be buried 
allalive,thereby to gratifie fone God of under earth. Bven at this day the Idols of 7 emixi- 
ranare cimented with the bloud of young children, and love no facrifice but of {uch infant 
and purefoules: Oh juttice greedy ofthe bloud of innocencic. 
: Tantum religze potuit{uadere malornm. 

Religion fo much«mifcheefe could 

Perfwade where it much better fhould, 

The Carthaginians were wont to facrificetheir owne children untoS aturne,and who had 
none, was faineto buy fome zand their fathersand mothers were enforced in their proper 
pet fons, with chee refull and pleafant countenance to affift that office, Ic was a ftrange con- 
ceit, with ourowne affictiomto poe aboutto pleafe and appay divine goodnefle, Asthe La« 
eedemonians,who flattered and wantonized theirDsana,by torturing of yong boyes,whom 
oftelpin favour of her they catifed:to be whipped to death. Itwasa favage kinde of humor, 
cothinke to eratifie the Archire&with che {ubverfion of hisarchiregture :and to cancel the 
punifhment due unto theguiltie; by punifhing the guiltlcs, and co imagine that poore /phi- 
geniasin che port of Aulis,{hould by her death and {acrifice difcharge and expiate, towards 
God,the Greciansarmie of the offences, which they had committed. 

Er caftaincefte nubendi tempore inipfo 
Hoftia concideret matlatu mefha parentts. 
She, achafte offting, griev'd inceftuoufly 
By fathers ftroke, when fhe fhould wed,to dye, 

And thofe two neble and generous foules of the Decii,father and fome, to reconcile,and 
appeafe the favour of the Gods, towards the Romanes affaires, fhould headlong caft their 
bodies athwart thethickeft throng of their,enemies. Ove fait ranta Deorum iniguitas ut pla- 
cari popile ‘Romano non poffizt, nifitales virs occidiffent ? What injuftice of the Gods was fa 
great,as they conldnot be appea (ed, nnleffe {uch men perifhed ? Confidering that it liesnot in 
the offender to caule himnfelfe to be whipped, howand waenhe lift, but inthe judge, who 
accompteth nothing a right punifhment, except the torture he appointeth ; and cannot im- 
putethatunto puiifhment, which isin che free choice of him that fuffereth. The divine yen- 
geance prefuppofeth our full diffent, for his juftice and our paine. And ridiculous was that 
humor of Polycrates,the Tytant of Samos,who to interrupt the courfe of his continuall hap- 
pineffe, andtorecompenceit, caft the ticheftand moft precious jewell he had into the Sea, 
deeming that by this purpofed tnifhap he fhould fatisfic the revolution and yviciffitude of 
fortune ; which to deride his folly, caufed the very fame jewel, being foundin a fifhes-bel- 
ly,to returne to his handsagaine. And to what purpofe are the maaglings and difmembe 
sings of the Corybantes,of the Moanades,and now a dayesof the Mahumetans,who skar,and 
gath their faces, their ftomacke and their limbes,to gratifie their prophet : {ecing the offence 
confiteth in the will, not inthe brealt, nor eyes, norin the genitories, health, {houlders,or 
throat ? Tantus est perturbate.mentis Sedibus fuis pulfe furor, ut fic Dit placentur,quem- 
admodum ne homines quidens faviunt. So great ts. the fury of a troubled minde put fromthe 
fate it foouldbe in, asthe Gods mut be {o pacified, as ever men would not be fo outragiowse 
Thisnaturall contexture doth by her uf not only refpect us,but alfo the fervice of God and 
other mens: it isinjuftice to make it mifcarieat our pleafire as under what pretence foever 
itbeto kill ourfelves, It feemethtobea great cowardife and manifeft treafon, to abufe the 
flupide and corrupt the fervile functions of the body, to {pare the diligence unto the foule 
how todireét them according unto realon. Vi iratos Deos timent, qui fic propitios habere 
merenturdnregia libidints voluptatem caffrati [unt quidam; fed nemo fibine vir effet,iuben- 
te Domine, manus tutnlit. Where are they afeard of Gods axger, who in fuch fort deferve to 
have his favour; fome have beene guelded for Princes lustfull pleafures but no man at the 
Lords command, hath laid hands on himfelfe,to be leffethan aman, Thus did they replenifh 
theirreligion and ftuffe it.with divers bad effects. 

——fepius olim 
Religio peperit (celerofa arque impia facia. 
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Chap. #2. 
Religion hath oft tines in former times 
Bred execrable fadts,ungodly crimes. 

Now can nothing of ours,in what manner foever,be cither compared or referred unto diz 
Vine nature, that doth not blemith or defile the fame with as niuch imperfection, How cari 
thisinAnit beaury power and goodnes adinit any correfpondencie or fimilicude with a thing 
fo bafe and abject as we are, without extreme intere{t and manifcft derogation from his di- 
vine greatnefie ? Lnfirmsum Dei fortins et hominibus; & fhultum Dei [apientins eft homini~ 
bus. The weakzelle of God ws ftroxger than men: and the foolifhnelfe of God ts wif:r than men. 
Stilpo the Philofopher, being demanded, whether the Godsrejoyce at our honours and {a4 
crifices ; you are indifcrect (faid he) lectus withdraw our felves apart, if you fpcake of fuch 
matters. Norwithftanding we prefcribe him limits, we lay continuall fiege unto his power 
by ourreafons, ( 1 call our dreames and our vanities reafon, with the difpenfation of Philo. 


“fophy,w hich faich,chat both che foole and the wicked doe rave and dote by reafon ; bucthat 


jtisareafon of feverall ‘4nd particular forme) we will fubject him to the vaine and weake 
apparences of our underttanding : him who hath made both us and our knowledge, Becaufe 
nothing is made ofnothing : God was not able to frame the world without matter, What? 
hathGod delivered into our hands the keyes,and the ftrongeft wards of his infinit puiffance? 
Hath he obliged himfelfenot to exceed the bounds of our knowledge? Suppofe, oh man, 
that herein thou haft beene able ro marke fome fignes of hiscffeéts: Thinkelt thou, he hath 
therein employed all he was able to doe,and that he hath placed all his formes and Ideas; in 
this peece of worke? Thou feeft but the order and policie of rhis little little Cell wherein 
thou art placed : The queftion is, whecher thou feeft it: His divinity hath an infinit jurifdy- 
Gtion far beyond that: This pecce is nothing inrefpect of the whole. 
omunia cum célo terraque marique; 

Nil funt ad fummam fummai totius omnemn 

Allchings that are, with heay’n, with Sea,and land, 

To th’wholefumme of th’whole fiimme,as ttothing ftand. 

This law thoualeageft isbut a municipall law, and thou kaoweft not what the univerfall 
is: Tiethy felfe unto thar, wheretothou are fubjedt, buttie not him; he is neither thy come 
panion,nor thy brother, northy fellow Citizen, nor thy copefimate. If he in any fort have 
communicated him(elfe unto thee, it is otto debafe himfelfe, or ftoopeto thy fmalnefie,nor 
to givethec the controulment of his power. Mans body cannot foare up unto the clouds, 
this isforthee. The Sunne unceflantly goeth his ordinary courfe: The bounds ef the Seasand 
of the earth cannot be confounded: The water isever flecting,wavering,and without firme 
nefle: A wall without breach or flaw, impenetrable untoa folid body : Man cannot preferve 
his life amid{t the flames, he cannot corporally be both in heaven and onearth, and ima 
thoufand places together and at once. It is forthee that he hath made thefe rules ; it isthou 
they take hold off. He harh teftified unto Chriftians, chat when ever itpleafed him he hath 
out gone them all. And in truth,omnipotent as he is, wherefore fhould he havereftrained his 
forces untoa limited meafure? Jn favour of whom fhouldhe have renounced his privilege ? 
Thy reafon hathin no one other thing more likely-hood and foundation,than in that which 
perfwadeth thee a plurality of worlds, 

Tevramque & [olem,lunam, mare, catera que {unt; 
Nor effe nnica, (ed numero mag isinuumerali. 

The carth,the Sunne,the Moone,the fea and all 

Iu number numberlefle,not one they call, 

The famoufeft wits of former ages have beleeved it;yea and {ome of Out moderne,as for- 
ced thereunto by the apparence of humane reafon, For as much as whatfoever we fee in this 
vaft worlds frame,there is no one thing aloné,finele and one: 
cum in fammea res anla fit una, 

Unica qua gignatnr, G unica folaque crefcat: 

Whereas in general! fume, noching is one, 

To be bred only one,grow only onc. 
and that all feverall kindes are multiplied in ome numbers Whereby it feemeth unlikely, 
that God hath framed this peece of worke alone without a fellow and that the matter of 
thisforme hath wholy beene fpent in this only Jadividsnm ; 
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Q nave eriam atque etiam tales fateare neceffe cst, 
Effe alios alibi congre|]us materiatt, 
Onalis hiceftavido complex quem tenet A-ther. 
Wherefore you muft confeile,againe againe, 
Of matter fich like meetings elfewhere raigne 
Asthis,thefe skiesin greedy gripe containe. I 

Namely, ifit bea breathing creature, as i’smotionsmakeit fo likely, that ?Zxto aflureth 
it,and divers of ours eitheraflirme itor dare not impugneit; no more than this old opinion, 
that the Heaven,the Starres, and other membersofthe World, arecreatures compofed bork 
of body and foule; mortall in refpectof their compofition, but immortal by the Creators 
decree. Now, if there be divers wotlds,as Democritus, Epicurws,and well neere all Philofo- 
phy hath thought; what know wee, whether tlte principles and the rules of this ore con- 
cere or touch likewife the others? Haply they have another femblance and another po." 
licie. Epécurus imagineth them either like orunlike. We {¢e an infinite difference and va- 
rietie in this world,only bythe diftance of places. There is neither Corne, nor Wine; no 
nor any of our beafts feene in that new Corer of the World, which our fathers have lately 
difcovered : All things differ from ours. And iatheold time, marke but in how many parts 
of the world,they had never knowledge nor of Bacchi not of Ceres. If any credit may be 
given unto Péimie or to Herodotme,thercis in fome placesa kinde of men that have very little 
or no refernblance at all with ours.And there be mungrell and ambiguous fhapes, betweene 
a humane and brutifh Nature. Some Countriesthere are, where menare borne headlefle, 
with eyesand mouthesin their breafts ; where all are Hermaphrodites ; where they creep on 
all foure; Where they have but one eye in their forehead, and heads more like unto a dog 
than ours: Where from the Navill downewards they are halfe fifh, and live inthe water 
Where women are brought a bed at five yeares of age,and live but eight; Where their heads 
and the skin of their browesare fo hard ,that no yron can pierce them, but will rather curne 
edge ; Where menneyer haye beards, Other Nations there are, that never have ufe of fire ; 
Others, whofe {perme isofa blacke colour. -VVhat thall we fpeake of them, who naturally 
change themfelves into VVoolves, into Coults, and then into Men againe? And if it bee (as 
Plurark faith) that in fome part of the Indiaes,there are men without mouthes,and wholive 
only by thefmell of certaine fweet odours; how many of our defcriptions bethen falfe? Hee 
is no more rifibles nor perhaps capable of reafon and focietie: The direction and caufe of 
our inward frame,fhould for the molt part be tonopurpofe. Moreover, how many things are 
thereinour knowledge, that oppugnc thele goodly rules, which we have allotted and pres 
{cribedunto Nature ? And we undertaketo joyne God himfelfe unto her. How many things 
doe we name miraculous and againft Nature ? Each man and every Nation doth itaccor= 
dingto the méafure of his ignorance. How many hidden proprieties and quinteffences doe 
we daily difcover ? For us to goe according to Nacure,is but to follow according to our un= 
derftanding,as far as it can follow,and afnuch as wecan perceive init. VVhatfoever is be. 
yond it,is monftreus and difordred, By this accomptall fhallthen be monftrous,to the wi- 
fe and moft fufficient; for evento fach,humane reafon hath perfwaded that fhe had neither 
ground norfooting, nonot fo much as to warrant {now ta be white: And Anaxagoras faid, 
it was blacke ; VV hether there beany thing ornothing ;-V Vhether there be knowledgcor 
ignorance; VVhich Metrodorus Chius denied that any man might fay.Or whether we live, 
as Exripides &emcth to doubt,and call in queftion, whether the lite we livebe a i:fe of no,or 
whether that which we call death be alife: 

Tied tidy i ZLh 00'S nécan) Seay, 

To Cha SE Srioney.és7 5 
VVho knowes ifthus to live,becalled death, 
And if itbe to dye,thus to draw breath; 

And not without apparence. For, wherefore doe we from that inftant take a ritle of bee 
ing, which is buta twinckling inthe infinit.courfe of an erernall night,and {9 fhort an inter 
ruption of our perpetuall and natiirall condition? Death pofleffing whatever is before and 
behind this moment,and alfo.a good part of this moment. Some othersafirme, there is no 
smotion,and thar nothing ftirreth ;namely, thofe which follow Ade/iffng. For ifthere bebuc 
one,neither can this {phericall motion ferve him, nor the moying from one place to another, 


as 
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as P{zto provech, that there isacither generation norcorruption in nature, , Protagoras (aith, 
there isnothingin N: ture,burdoube: Phataman may equally difpute of all things :and of 


that alfo, whether all things may equally be dif ifputed of : Man fiphanesfaid, that of things 
wh ich feernet obe,no onething, is no more, than itis not. That nothing is certaine,bur un- 
certainty. Parmenidlés,that of that whic hfeemeth, thereisnoonet! ting inGenerall; That 
there is but one Zeno, shat one felfe fame is not: “And thatehere is nothing, Ifone were, he 
fhould either be in another,or in himfelfe if hebe in another,then are theytwo: Ifhe bei in 
himfelfe,they area alfo two, the comprizing andthe comprized. According to duke rules or 
dostrines, the Nature of thinesis bur a fale or vaine fhadow, Ihave everthought, this man- 
ner of fpeec hinaChriftisn, is fll of indifcretion and i irreverence; God cannot dye, God 
cannot eaine- fay himfelfe, God cannot doethis or that. I cannot allow a man fhould fo 
bound Gods heavenly power un ider the Lawesofour word, And thatapparence, which in 
thefe propofitions offers it felfe unto us, oughtto be'teprefented more reverently and more 
religioutly. Our fpeech hath his sntniietal and defeéts,as all things elfe have. Moftof the 
oceafions of this worlds rnin are Grammatical. ‘Our {uits and procefles proceed but 
from the capvafine and debating the interpretation of the Lawes, and moft of our wartes, 
fromthe want of knowlec locin State-counfellors sthat could not cleerely diftinguifh and fale 
lyexpreflethe Covenants, and Conditions of accord’ betweene Prince and Prince. How 
many weighty {trifes and d important quarels,hath the doubt of this one fillable,boe,brought 
forth in the world ? examine the pl aineft fentence that Logike it felfecan prefent unto us. - If 
you fay itis faive weather,and info faying fay true; itis faide weather then. [snot thisa cer- 
taine forme of {pecch ? Yeewillis deceive us: That itis fo; Letus follow the example: If 
you fay, Tlye,and that you fhould fay true,you lye then. The Art,the reafon, the forceof the 
conclufion of thislaft; are likeuntothe other ; ; notwithftanding we are entangled, Ifee the 
Pyrhonian P hylofophers, who can by no mannerof fpeech exprefle their Generall conceit : 
for, they had need of'a new language, Oursis altogether compofed of affirmative propofi- 
tions, which are directly again{t them.Sothat, when they fay I doubt, you have them faft by 
che throat tomakethem avow, that at leaft you are affured and know, that they doubr. So 
have they beene compelled to fave themfelvés by this comparifon of Phyficke, without 
which their conceit would beinexplicable and intricate, When they pronounce,] knew not, 
or I doubt, they fay, that this propofition tranfportes it felfe together with the reft, even as 
the Rewbarbe doeth,w hich fcowred ill humours away,and therewith is carried away him- 
felfe. This conceipt is more certainly conceived by an interrogation: What can Ttell? As I 
bearcitin an hi Di vfe of a paireof ballances.Note how fome prevaile with this kinde of un~ 
reverentatid u lowed fpeech, Inthe difputations that ate now-adaycsi in our religion, if 
you overmuch urge the adveriaries, they willroundly tell you, that it lieth not in the power 
of Gedto makchis' ody at once tobe in Paradife, and onearch, and in many other places 
together. And how that ancient s! koffermade profitableute of it. At leaft (faith he) itis no 
fall comfort unto man, to fee that God cannordoe all things; for he cannot kill himfelfe 
ifhe would which isthe greatelt benefit we havein our coldition; hecannot make mortall 
men imimor call nor raife the dead to life againe,nor make him that hath lived never to have 
lived, and him, who hath had honours, noteo have had them, having noot bint right over 
w ae’ is paft, bat of for get tfulneffe, And usin fociety betweene God and Man, may alfo 
be combined withfome pe ant examples, he.¢ainot make twice ten not to be twenty. See 
what he faith, and which a Chriftianought toabhor, thatever fuch and fo profane words 
fhould pafle his mouth: VVhereas‘on the contrary part, it feemeth that fond.men endevour 
to finde out this foolifh-boldneffe of fpeech,thatfo they may curne and winde God almigh- 
ty according tothcir meafure. 
—— cras vel atra 

Nabe polum pater occupato, 

Vel fole puro,non tamen srritum 

Duodcumaue retro est efficier neque 

Diffinget infellumaque redde t 

Qua d fugiens femel hora vexit. 

Tomorrow lctour father fillthe skie, 


VVithdarke cloud,or with cleare Sunne,he thereby 
Shall 
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Shalknct’makewoyd what once is overpatt: 
Nor'fhall be undoe, or in new mold caft, 
What time bathionce caught; that yes hence fo faft. 

When we fay,thacthe infinitie of ages,as well paft as to come,is but one inftant with God: 
that his wifdome,goodnefle and power,are one felfe-fame thing with his efience; our tongue 
{peakes ic, but our underftanding can no whit apprehend it. Yet willour felfe overweenng 
fife his-divinitie through our fearce : whence are engendred all the vanities and errours 
wheréwith the world is fo full-fraughte, reducing and weighing with his uncertaine balance, 
athing fo farre from his reach, and fo diftant from his weight, Adium quo procedat impro- 
bitas cordis humani, parvilo aliqno invitata fuccefu. It 4 a wonder, whither the perverfe 
wickedneffeof mans heart will proceed:if tt be but called-on with any little fuccef[e. How info- 
lently doe the Stoikes charge Epicurus,becaufe he holds, that to be perfectly goodand abfo- 
lutely happy, belongs buronly unto God ; and that the wifeman hath buta fhadow and fi- 

nilitude thereof? How rafhly have they joyned God unto deltiny ? (Which at my requeft, 
let none that beareth the furname of a Chriflian,doe at this day) Aud Thales, Plate,and Py- 
thagoras have ubjected him unto neceflitie, This over-boldnefie, or rather bold-fiercenefle, 
to fecketo diftover God, by and with our eyes, hath beenethe caufe, that a notable man of 
our times hath attributed a corporall forme unto divinitie, and is the caufe of that which 
daily hapneth tinto us, which is, by a particular affignation, to impute all important events 
to God : which becaufe theytouch us, itfeemeth they alfo touch him, and that he regardech 
them with more care and atrention, than thofe that are but flightand ordinary uatous, 
Magna dit curant,parvanegligunt. The Gods take [ome care for great things, but none for lit- 
tle. Note his example ; he will enlighten you with his reafon. Necin regnis guidens veges Oma 
nia minima curans. Nor doe Kings in their Kingdomes much care for the leaft matters, Asific 
were all onieto that King, either to remove an Bmpirce, ora leafe of a tree: and if his provi- 
detice were otherwife exercifed inclining or regarding no more the fuccefie of a battell than 
the skip ofa flea. The hand of his government affords it felfe to all chings after a like tenure, 
fathion and order our intereft addeth nothing unto it : our motions and our meafures con- 
cerne him nothing and move him no whit. Dens tra artifex magnus in mAgnis,ut minor non 
fit in parvis.God is fo great a workemaningreat hings,as he ts no leffe in fmallthings, Our 
arrogancie,fetteth ever beforeus this blafpkemous equality; becaufe our occupations charge 
us. Stare hath prefented the Gods with all immunitie of offices,as are their Priefis. He mae 
Keth nature to produce and preferve all chings,and by her weights and motions to compact 
all parts of the world, difcharging humane natute from thefeare of divine judgements..Q ned 
beatumm aternnmaue fit idnec habere, negotis quicquam,nec exhibere alteri. That which is 
bleffed and eternal, nor issroubled it felfes nor croubleth others. Nature willcth that in all 
things alike,thetebe alfo like relation. Then the infinite number of mortall men, concludeth 
alike number of immortall: The infinite things that killand deftroy, prefuppofe as many 
that preferve and profic. Asthefoules ofthe Gods, fanfe tongues, fanfe eyes, and fanfe eares, 
have each one ittthemfelvesa feeling of chat which the other feel and j udge of our thoughts; 
foriensfoules, when they are free and fevered from the body, cither by ficepe or any diftra- 
étion ; divine, proguofticate and {ee things, which being conjoyned to their bodies, they 
could not fee. Men (faith Saint Pawl) whenthey profefied themtelves to bee wife, they bee 
carne fooles, forthey turned the glory of the incorruptible God to the fimilitude of the 
itage of a cotruptible man. Markel pray you a little the jugling of ancient Deifications. 
Afeér the great, folemnne aud prowd pompe offunerals;whenthe fire began to burne thetop 
ofthe Pyramis + and to take hold of the bed or hearce wherein the dead corps lay, evenat 
thatinftant, they ler fly an Eagle, which taking her flight aloft upward, fignified thatthe 
foule went dire@ly to Paradife, We have yeta thoufand medailes and nionuments, namely, 
of that honeft woman Fas/fieae, wherein that Eagleis reprefented, carrying a cocke-horfe up 
towards heaven thofe Deified foules. Ic is pity we fhould fo deceive our {elves withour 
owne foolith devifes and apifh inventions, 
Quod finxere timent—— 
Of that they ftand in feare, 
Which they in fancie beare. 
as children will be afeard of their fellowes vilage, which themfelyes have befineared and 
blacke 
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hinakt, Qual afi quic Guain ti ifielicriss fit homin 20 Scud (4a hementa adominantur, od sthongh aay 
thing were more wretched thanman over wi hom: bis owne imy gusations beaxef way aaidvndle 
necré. lo honour han whom we haye made, isfarre from | ronguring hiaythat hathanade.us; 
Auguft: as liad as many Temple Sas Iupiter, andYerved, with as much teligion and opi LO 
ofimiracles. [he Thiacians; in reqqitall ofthe beuefics they hadireccived of Edge) ila ts, CAINE 
to tell: him how.theybad canonized him, Hae hyeut Nation Giaid he} che power tomake 
thofe whomitpledfech; Gods: Them frtt (fox example fake) rmakeionc of yourfelves, and 
when J] thall have feene what-g goodyhe fhall- have thereiys Lonill then thanke you:for your 
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fier. Ohfencelefle man, who cabhor pofiiblymiake a. wormesand yet will make Gods b ¥ 
dozens. Liftento Tr if egift us when he praifeth ptwGsficieneale For manto finde out dis 
vine nature, And co makeic;-bath cateuiree: admirationof alladmirable things. | Loc 


here arguments outof Philofophies {chooles it felfe, 


Nofcere cui Divos & cls numina foli; 
Aut folsne[ctre datums 
Only to whom heav'ns Deitiesto know; 
O: ly to whomnis.giv’n them notto Lssiestg 
If Godbe, he is ao livinig creature; iif, he bea living creature,he hath fenfe,; and if hee have 
fenfe,he is fabjea to corruption, WI If he be withouta body, he is withouta foule jand conic, 
quently withoutaction: and if hehaye a body, heis cortuptible, Isnot thisbtavez > we areine 
cap: able to have made the world} then is shore fon more excellentnature, that hath fer her 
helping hand unto its Were it notia fottifh arrogancic; that wee fhould chit keour felyes.to 
bethe perfectelt thing of this Wniverfe? Then durethicre is fome better thing, And;thatis 
God. When you fee arich-and ftately Manhionhoufe, althoug! vyou knowmot whois.ow- 
ner of it, yet will you — that it was built for Rats. And thisimore thaw husane fra n¢, 
and divine compofition, which we fee, of heavy enspallace, muft'wepotdeeinc.ip to berhe 
manfion of fome Lord, ereater than our felyes >-Isnot the higheftever the moft worse And 
we are feated in the los welt pla ce, Noth ing thatis without a foule aiid vord ofreafon, is ableta 
bring forth a living foule capable of reafox. The worlddoth brings aaleshen the world hath 
bot, foule.and ree fan Each partof us;is leffethan onrfelves ves ave part af the world, theuthe 
world is ftored with wifdome and with reafon, andthat more plentcaufly, than me ares, Itisa 
goodly thing to havéa great government. Thenthe worlds government belongerh to fome 
bleffed and happy nature. The Starres annoy usnot, thenthe Starres arefullofgooduelic. 
We have need of nourifhment,then fo haye the Go ds, and feed themfelyes with the vapours 
arifing here below. Worldly coods sare not goods unto God, Thenare nor they goods.nnto 
us. Tooffend and tobee offe ded, are equall Withefles of imbecillitie ; Then it.is folly to 
feare God. God is good by his ownenature, man by his induftry.: whichis mhore:?, Divine 
wifdome and mans wifdome, have no celal di ftinétion, butthac the firtt is.cternal l. Now 
laftingnef fle isnot an seerSiahsitke wifdome. Therefore are we fellowes.. We have life rea- 
fonand libertie, weeftceme coodnefle,charitie and jultice ; thefe quali ities arethen in hitn. In 
conclufion the building and deftroying the conditions of divinity ,are forged by.man.accor- 
ding tothe relation to himfelfe:Ohwhat a a patterne,and what a modell ! Let us raife, and let 
us amplific humane qualitiesas much'as we pleafe. Pufic-up thy felfe poore map, wea { {well 
and {well againe, . 
——n0n fi te ruperis, inguite 
Swell till you breake,you fhall not be, 
Equall to that greatone, quoth he, 

Profetto nan Deum,quem cogitare non poffint.fed femetipfos pro illocogitantes non ilum,fed 
ciploss non sili, fed, fibi co oe vart. Of a truth, they opcerriegyn vot God, whomthey cannot cone 
ceive ye,hut themfelvesi infle ad of God, dos nt compare hims but themfelve ssmotto him,butthem= 

elves, |n naturall things the effeéts doe but halfexeferre their causes, What this ? It is above 
natures order it’s condition is too high,too far out of reach,and ever{waying to endure, that 
ourconclufions fh mK Id feize upon, or fetter the fame, It isnotby our meanes we reach unto 
it.this traine.is too low. We arene acrer heaven on the top of Sina mount, than in the bottome 
of the deepe/f Sea : Conlider of it sthatyou may fee with your Aftrolabe. They bring Ged 

evento the carnal! acquaintance of women,to aprefixed number of times, and to bow ma- 
ny generations, Paulina, wife unto Sein amatron of great reputation in Rome; {uppo- 
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Author,in his bookes of divinitie writeth,that Hercules his Sextaine, with one hand cafting 
lots forhimfelfes atid withthe Other for Hercules, gaged a fupper andawenchagaid(t him: 
if he won, atthe charge of his offerings but if he loft,at his owne coft.He loft and paid fora 
fupperand 4 Wench : Hertiame was Laurentina: Who by night faw that Godin-herarmes, 
fying moreover tnito hersthat the nextday; the firft man fhe mez withall ; fhould heavenly 
pay her'het wages. 'Teforturied to beone Paranesns, avery rich young=man,who tooke her 
Home with him, and in time left her abfolate heire of all he had. And fhe, when itcameto 
het turie,HOpite to doe charGod forne'acceprable fervice, left the Romane people heire ge~ 
Heralkofallhex-wealth : Andherefore had fhedivine honours attributed unto hers) Asifiit 
were not fufticient for Platoto defcend originally from the Gods; by a two-fold line, and 
to have Neprune forthe common Author of his race. It was certainly beleeved at Athens, 
that Ari/fon defiring toenjoy faire Periftyone, he couldnot, and that in his dreame he was 
warned by God Apollo, to leave her untouch’c and unpolluted, untill fachtime as fhe were 
brought a bed. And thefe were the father atid mother of Pdato. How many fuch-like cuckol- 
driésate therein hittories proctired by the:Godsagainft {ecly mortall men? And-husbands 
TOR injutioufly blazoned in favor of theirchildren ? In AZabomets religion, by the ealiebe- 
teefe of that people aremany AZerdins found; Thavis:to fay fatherles childien: Spirituall 
Childtén, conceived-and borne divinely in the wombs of vitgins, and that in their language 
beare vames;importing asmuch, We muftnote, thachothing ismore deare and precious to 
any thitig thd its owne being(the Lyon,the Eagle and the Dolphin efteemenothing above 
their kinde) éacli thite referreth the qualities of all otherchings unto her owne conditions, 
which wefnay eitheramplifie or fhorten; but that isall ; for befides thisprinciple, and out 
Of this te fréficé, our itnagination cannot go,and gueffe further : and ic isunpoffible it fhould 
exceédethat,or goe beyond it: Whence arifethefe ancient conclufions.Of all formes,that of 
than is the faireft.: Then Godis of this forme.No man cat be happy without vertue,nor can 
vertue be Without reafon ; And no reafon can lodge but ina humane fhape : God is then ine 
vehed with’a humane figure. -Jra et isformatnm anticipatum mentibus noftris, ut homin, 
ghum dé Deo'cogirer, formn ocourrat humana. The preindice foreftaled in our waindes ts fofran 
mea, as the forme of man comes to mass minde,when he is thinking of God. Therefore Xeno- 
phanes {aid pleafantly that ifbeafts frame any Gods unto theméelves,(as likely itis they do) 
they furely frame them like unto them(elyes,and glorific themfelves as: wedo. For,why may 
nota Goole fay thus ? All parts ofthe world behold me,theearth feryeth meto tread upon, 
the Sunheto give melight, the ftatres toinfpire we with influence: thiscommoditic I have 
ofthe winds, and this benefit ofthe waters; there isnothing that this worlds-vault doth fo 
Meare! esl upon asine felfe ; Tam the favorite of nature ; Isitnot man that carcth for 


“me tharkeepeth me, lodgeth me, and ferveth me? Forme it is he foweth, reapeth and grin- 


deth! 1f he eat me¢,fo doth man feede on his fellow, and fodoe onthe wormes, that con- 


fine and €at hitn. As much inight a Crane fay,yea and more boldly, by reafon of her flights- 


libertie,and the pofleffion of this goodly and high-bownding region. Tam blanda concilia~ 
ix, @ tam {ui est lena ipfa watura. So flattering a broker, and bawad (as it were és nature to it 
felfe.Now by the fame confequence, the deftiniesare for us, the world is forus; it fhinerh, 
and thundreth for us : Both the creator and the creatures arefor us: Jc isthe marke and point 
whereat the univerfiticofthingsaymeth. Survay but the regifter, which Philofophy hath 
kept thefe two thoufand yeares and more,of heavenly atfaires,: The Geds never acted, and 
never {pake, but forman : She afcribeth no other confultation nor imputeth other vacation 
unto them; Loe how they arcup in armes agaiuft us, 
domito{que Herculea manu 

Telluris invenes,unde periculum 

Fulgens contremuit domus 

Saturnt veterts. 

And youne'carth-gallantstamed by the hand 

OFF ercules, whereby thehabitation 

Of old Sarwrnus did in perill ftand, 

And ;fhyn’d it ne*re fo bright, yet fear’d invafion. 
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as fo inany times we are partakers of theirs. 
Neptunus muros magnoque emata tridents 
Fundamsenta quatit, toramque a fedibus urbem 
Evuit shic [uno Sceas feviffima poreas 
Prima tenet,- 
Nepranus with his great three-forkedimace 
Shak’s the weake wall and tottering foundation, 
And from the fite:the Cittie doth difplace, 
Fierce Juno firft holds-ope the gates Vinvafion. 
The Caustans,for the jeloufieofthcit owne Godsdomination upon their devotion-day 
arme themlelyves, and running upanddowne, brandifhing and ftriking the ayre with their 
vlaives,and in thiscarneft manner they expelball foraine, and banifh all ftrangeGods from 


out their territorie. Their powers are limited accordingto.our necefGtie. Some heale Hor» 


{es,fome cure men, fomethe plague fomethedeald, fomethe cough, fome onc kinde of feab, 
and fome another: deo mininsis ctiam rebuspravareligiosufertt Deos s This corruptrelia 
gion engageth axa inferteth Gods even intheleaft matters: Some makegrapesto gtowe, 
and fomegarlike; Some have the chargeof bawdrie and vneleannefie, and fome ofmere 
chandile: To every kinde oftrades-man aod Some one hath hisprovinceand credit in the 
Eait,and fome in the Weft : 
——hictllius arma 
Hie currus fuit 
His armor here 
His chariots there appeare- 
fantte Apollo,qui nmsbiltcnm cerium tervarums obtines. 
Sacred e4pollo,who enfoldett, 
The carths fernavell,and it holdeft, 
Pallaaa Cecropide,Minoya Greta Dianam, 
Vulcanumtcellus Hipfipilaacolst. 
Tuxonem Spayte, P elopeiade(que Mycena, 
Pinigerum Fanni(Manalis ora caput: 
Mars Latio venerandus. 
Befincared with bloud and goare. 
Th’Athenians Palles; Adines-Candy coaft 
Diana; Lemnos Vulcan honor’s moft ; 
Mycene and Sparta, Tanothinke divine; 
Thecoatt of Menalns Fanne crown’d with pine; 
Latinum doth Marsadore. 

Some hath but onc borough or family in his pofieffion: Some lodgeth:alone,and fome au 

company,cither voluntarily or neceflarily. 
Tuntlaque funt magno templa nepotis avoe 
To the great grand-fires fhrine, 
The nephews templesdoecombine, 

Some there are fo feely and popular (for their number amounteth to fix and thirty thou~ 
fand ) that five or fix of them mutt be fhufled up to ectherto produce an eare of corne, and 
thereofthey take their feverall names. Threetoa doore ; one to bethe boards, one to be the 
hinges,and thethirdtothe threfhold, Foure toa childe, as protectors of his bandels, of his 
drinke,of his meat, and of his fucking.Some arecertaine,others uncertaine,fome doubrfull; 
and {ome that come not yet into paradife. 

Q nosquoniam cali nonduns dignamur honore, 

Qias dedimuscerttterras, habitare fnamus. 

Whom for as yet with heav’a we have not graced, 

Let them on earth by our good grant be placed. 
There are fome Philofophicall, forme pocticall,and fome civill, fomeofameane condition, 
betweene divine and humane nature ,mediarors,and {poke{men betweeneus and God: wer. 
fhipped ina kirde of (econd of diminutive order ofadoration : infinitein titles and — 
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See how they are partakers,of our troubles, that fo they may be even withus,forfomuch 
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forme good fome bad ; fomeold and crazed,andfome mortall.For Chry fppus thought, that 
in the laft conflagration or burning of the world, all the Gods fhould have anend, except 
Tupiter.Manfaineth a thoufand pleafant focieties bet weene God and him, Nay as he not his 
countrieman ? 
~——Tovis incinabula Cretem 
The Ile of famous Creet, 
For Jove acradle meet. 

Beholdtheexcufe, that Scavolachiefe Bifhop, and Varro, agreat Divine in their dayes, 
give us upon the confideration of this fabjedt. Ic is neceflary ( fay they) that man bealroge- 
ther ignorant of true things andbeleeve many falfe.Onum veritarem qua liberetur,inguivat: 
orddatur eb expedire,quod falliturSince they feeke the ruth whereby they may be fiee;let ws 
beléeve it is expedient for themsto be deceived. Mans.cyecannot perceivethings, but by the 
formes of hisknowledge. And we remember hot the downfall of miferable Phaeton, for- 
fomich as he undertooke to guide the reins of his fathers ftceds, witha mortall hand, Our 
mindédoth ftillrelapfe into the famedepth, and by her owne temeritic doth diffipate and 
biuifeic felfe.IF you enquire of Philofophy what matter the Sun is compofed of? What will 
itiawfwer,butof yron and ftone,or other ftuffe far his ufe? Demand of Zena,what Nature is? 
A-fire'(faich he)an Artift,fit toengender,and proceeding orderly. Archimedes matter of this 
Séierice, and who in trush and ccertaintie a@flumeth unto himfelfe a precedencie above all 
others, faith, the Sunneisa God of enflamed yron. Isnet this a quaint imagination, produt 
ced by the inevitable neceffitie of Geometrical demonftrations? Yet not fo unavoidable and 
beneficiall, but Sacrates hath beene of opinion, that it fufficed to know fo much of it asthac 
aman might meafure out the land, he either demifed or tooke to rent : and that Polyenws, 
who therein had beene a famous and principall Dogter, after he had tafted the {weet fruits 
of the lazie,idle and delicious gardens of Epécurms, did not contemne them, as full of falfe. 
ood and apparent vanity. Socratesin Xe enophon, upon this pointof Anaxagoras, allowed 
and efteemed of antiquitie, well feene and expert aboveall others in heavenly and divine 
matters, faith,that he weakened his braines much,asall men doe, who over nicely and eree- 
dily will fearchout thofe knowledges, which-hang not fortheir mowing, nor pertaine unto 
them. When he would needs have the Sunneto bea burning tone, he remembered not, that 
a ftonedoth not fhine in the fire; and which is more,that itconfumes therein. And when he, 
made the Sunneand fire to be all one,he forgot, that fire doth nottan and blacke thofe he 
looketh upon ; that wee fixly looke upon the fire, and chat fire confumeth and killethall . 
plants andhearbs. According to theadvice of Socrates and mine, The wife/t judging of hea~ 
ven,ts not to jndge oft at all. Plato in his Timeus, being to {peake of Deemons and {pirirs, 
faith, it is an enterprife far exceeding my skill and ability : we mutt beleeve whac thofe an- 
cient forefathers have {aid of them, who haye faid to have beene engendred by them, It is 
againft reafon not to give credit unto the children of the Gods, although their fayingsbe 
ueither erounded upon heceffary,nor likely reafons,firicethey tellus,that they {peake of fa. 
miljar and houfhold matters. Let us fee, whether we havea little more infight in the knows 
ledgeof humane and naturall things,Is it not a fond enterprife, tothofe unto which, b y our 
owne confeffion, our learning cannot poffible attaine, to deyife and forgethet another bo- 
dy,and of our owne inyention to give them a falfe forme? asis feene in the planetary moti- 
ons, unto which becaufe our minde cannot reach, nor imagine their naturall conduct, we 
lend:them fomething of ours,that isto fay ,materiall ,orofe and corporall {pringsand wards: 

; teme anreus,aurea {ummea 

Curvaturaroteradioram argenteus ordo, 

The Axe-tree gold the wheeles whole circle gold, 

The ranke of raies did all of filver hold. 
you hase © we haye had Coach-makers, Carpenters, and Paintcxs, who have gone up 
thither, and there have placed engines with diverfe motions, and ranged the wheelings, the 
windings,and enterlacements of the celeftiall bodies diapred in colours according to Plate, 
about the {pindle of neceffity. 

Meandus domus 5 maxima rerum, 

Quam quinque altitona fragmine zone 

Cingunt, per qssam lunbus pittus bis fex fignis, 
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rhe world.of chines the oreateft habitation, 


ve high-thund ring Zones by feparation 
‘ngird, through which a {carfedepainted faire 
With twice fix fignes ftar-fhining in the aire. 
Obliquely raifde, the waine 
O’rh>Moone doth entertaine. 

They areall dreames,and nad follies. Why willnot nature one day be pleafed to open he! 
bofome tous, and make usperfeétly fee the meanes and conduct of her motions, and enable 
our eyesto judge of tt em?Oh good God, what abufes,and what diftraétions fhould we find 
in our poore underftandi g,and weake knowledge! amc ° 
rectly mn it’s point; and | thal! part hencemore ignorant ofall other things, than mine igno- 
rance. Have Fnot feene this divine faying in Plato,that Naturc is nothing butan znigmati- 
call poefic ? As aman might fay,an overfhadowed and darke piéture,enter-fhiaing with an 
infinit varictic of falfelights,to exercife our conjectures, Latent sfha omnia craffis occultate 
ut nulla acies bumani ‘agenit tanta fits qua penetrare incelunz,terram 

things lye bid fo veiled and environed with mifty darknelfe, as no edge 
of maa ts fo pierfant,as it canp ffe snto heaven,or atve into the earth. And truly, Philofophy 
is nothing elfe but a fophilticated poefie : whence have thefe ancient Authors all their au- 
thoritics but from Poets > Aud the firft were Poetsthemfelves, and in their Art treated the 
fame. Plato is but aloof Poet. All high and more than humane Sciences are decked and 
;, Even as women, whentheir naturall teeth failethem, uf 
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eccived, if fhe hold one thing di- 


CF circum a texnevris 
intrare poffit. Allthefe 


are J anrath eT Tr {i 
enrobed with a Poeticall {ti 
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fome of yuorie, and in fead of a truebeautic, or lively colour, lay-onfomeartificiall hew 
ind as they make trunk-fleeves of wyre and whale-bone bodies, backes of lathes, and ftift 


w ofall men paint and embellifh themfelves with 


bumbaited yerdugais, andto the open-v 
! 


counterfeit and borrowed beauties; fo doth learning (and our law hath, as fomefay, cers 
tainc lawfull fictions, on which it groundeth the truth of juftice ) which in liew of currant 
; 


payment and prefuppofition, deliverethus thofethings, which fhe her felfe teacheth us to 
‘ we % © : . 
be meere inventions: For,thele Epicycles, Excemriques, and Conceutriques hich Aftrolo- 


ge his 


gy ufeth to direétthe {tate and motions of her Starres, fhe giveth them untous, as the beft 


the could ever invent, to fit and fute unto this fubje& : as in allthingselfe, Philofophy pre- 
fenteth unto us,not that whichis, or fhe beleeveth, but what fhe inyenteth, as having moft 
apparance, likelyhood, or comelinefie. P/ato upon the difcourfe of our bodics-eftate, and of 
that of beafts : That what we havefaid, istrue, wewould be aflured of it, had we but the 
- oracle to confirme it,. This only we warrant,that it is thelikelicit we 
agines, and her whee- 


confirmation of fome \ ; 
could fay. Itisnotto heavenalone,that fhe endeth her cordages, her et 
les: Let us but fomewhat confider, what fhe faith,ofour felves,and of our contexture. There 
isno more retrogradation, trepidation, augmentation, recoyling, and violence in the Srarres 


rall parts and vifages have they imploiedto fathion and frame thefame. Toaccommodate 


elves; 
have they placed her ? Into how many orders, ftages, and ftations have they divided 


and vacation:? They make a publike imaginarie thing of it. Itisa fubjeét, which they 


} 


13 ; ’ 4 1 F _ . : c . 
hold and- handle: they have all. power granted them, to rip him, to fever him, to range 


efcapeth their Architecture, bad as it is, and botcht togecher with a choufand falfe patches, 
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and fantafticall pceccs. And:they haveno.reafon to be excufed : For, to Painters, when 


1 . 4 ~ | 1 > _ 
they pourtray the heaven,the earth, the feas,the hills, the fcattered Iands, we pardonthem, 
if they but reprefenc us with fome flight apparence of them; andas of things unknowne 


weare contented with fuch fained thadowes:. But whenthey draw.us, ox any other fubject 
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that is familiarly knowne unto us,to the life, then feeke we todraw from thenra perfect and 
exact reprefentation of theirs or our truc lineaments,or colours; and fcorne ifthey miflene. 
ver fo little.] commend the Milefian wench, who fecing Thales the Philofopher continually 
ammufing himfelfe in the contemplation of heayens-wide-bounding vault, and ever hol. 
ding his eyes aloft, laid fomething in his way to make him ftumble,therby to warne and put 
him in minde,that he fhould notammute his thoughts about matters above the clowds, be. 
fore he had provided for, and well confidered thofeat his feet, Verily fhe advifed him well, 
and it better became him, ratherto looke to himfelfe than to gaze on heaven ; For,as De. 
mocritus by the mouth of Cicero faith, 

Quod et ante pedes,nemo pettat : cali {crutantur plagas, 
No man lookes,what before his feet doth lie, 
They feeke and fearch the climates of the skie. 

But our condition beareth, that the knowledge of what we touch with our hands, and 
have amongft us,is as far from us and above the clouds, as that of the ftars: As faith Socra- 
tes in Plato; That one may juftly fay to him who medleth with Philofophy, asthe woman 
faid to Thales, which is, he feeth nothing of that which is before him. For, every Philofo. 
pher isignorant of what his neighbourdoth, yea, he knowes not what himfelfe doth, and 
wotsnot what both are, whether beafts ormen. Thefe people who thinke Sebondes reafons 
to be weakeand lame, who knownothing themfelyes, and yet will take upon them to go- 
verne the world and know all: 

we mare compefcant Can[erquid temperet annum, 
Stelle ponte (ua,juffeve vagentur & errent: 
Quid premat ob{carum Lune,guid proferat orbem, 
Quid velit & poffit rerum concordia difcors. 
What caufe doth calmethe Sea, whatcleares the yeare, 
Whether Stars fore’t, or of felfe-will appeare: 
What makesthe Moones darke Orbeto waxor wane, 
What friendly fewd ofthings both willand can. 

Didthey never found amid their books, the difficalties that prefent themfelves to them, 
to know their owne being? We fee very well, that ourfinger ftirreth,and out foot moyeth, 
that fome parts of our body, move of themfelves without our leave, and other fomethat ftir 
butat our pleafure: and we fee that certaine apprehenfions engender a blufhing-red colour, 
others a paleneffe; that fome imagination doth only worke in the milt,another inthe braine; 
fome one enduceth us to laugh, another caufeth us to weep ; fome aftonifheth and {tupifieth 
all our fenfes,and ftaieth the motion ofall our limbs: at fome object the ftomake rifeth, and 
at fome otherthe lower parts, But how a fpirituall impreffion caufeth or worketh {uch a dent 
orflaw in a maffie and folid body or fubjeé, and the nature of the conjoyning, and compa. 
&ing of thefe admirablefprings and wards,man yet never knew: Omsnia incerta ratione eS in 
native majeftate abdita. All uncertaine inreafon,and hidin the maje(ty of nature.SaithP inte, 
and Saint Auguftine, Modus,quo corporibus adherent [peritvss, omnnino mirus e5t, nec compres 
hendi ab homine poteft, & hec ipfe homo eit. The meane is clearely wonderfull, whereby [pirits 
cleave to our bodies,nor canit be comprehended by man,and that ss very man. Yet isthereno 
doubt made of him :Formens opinions are received after ancient belietes,by authority and 
uponcredit; asif it were a religion anda law.What is commonly held ofit,is received asa 
gibtith or fultizntongue. This trueth with all her framing of arguments, and proporcioning 
of proofes,is received as a firme and folid body, which is no more fhaken,which is no more 
judged. Onthe other fide, every one,the belt he can, patcheth up and comforteth this recei- 
ved beliefe,with allthe meanes his reafon canafford him,whichisan in{trument veryfupple, 
pliable,and yeelding to all fhapes. Thus is the world filled with toyes,and overwhelmed tn lies 
and leafiags. The reafon that men doubt netmuch ofthings, is that common impreffions are 
never throughly tride and fifted ,their ground isnot founded, nor where the faulcand weak- 
nes licth: Men only debate and queftion ofthe branch not of thetree: They aske not whether 
a thing be true, but whether it was underftood or meant thus & thus. They enquire not whee 
ther Galen hath {poken any thing of worth, but whether thus,or fo,or otherwife. Truly there 
was fome reafon,this bridle or reftraint of our judgements liberty,and thistyranny over our 
beliefes fhould extend it felfe eyen tofChooles and arts. The God of {cholatticall learning, 
is 
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is Aviftotle: 4 is religion to debate of hisordinances,as ofthofe of Lycurgus in Sparta. His 
doatritie isto tts asa canon Law, which perad venture is as falfe as another. I know not why 
1 thould or might not,as foone,and as eafie accept,cither Platoes Ideas,or Epicurus his Ato- 
mesand indivifible things,or the fulneffe and emptines of Leucippus and Democritus,ox the 
water of Thales, or of Anaxtmanders infinite of nature,orthe aire of Diogenes, orthe num- 
bers or proportion of Pythagoras,or the infinite of Parmenides,jorthe fingle-one of A4zfens, 
or the water and fire of Apollodorus,orthe fimilarie and refemmbling parts of Awaxagoras, or 
the difcord and concord of Empedocles,orthe fire of Heraclitus,or any other opinion(of this 
infinit confufion of epinions and fentences, which this goodly humane reafon, by her cer. 
tainty andcleare-fighted vigilancie brings forth in whatfoever it medleth withal)as] fhould 
of erifforles conceit, touching this fubject of the principles of naturall things; which he 
frameth of three parts,that isto fay, Matter, Forme, and Privatiow. And what greater yanitie 
canthere be,thanto make inanitie jt felfe the caufe of the production of things ? Privation is 
a negative : With what humourcould he make it the caufe and beginning of things that are? 


Yer durftno man move that but for an exercifé of Logike : Wherein nothing is difputed to 
put it in doubt, but to defend the Author of the Schoole from ftrange objections : His au- 
thoritie is the marke,beyond which it is not lawfull to enquire. It iseafieto frame whar one 
lift upon allowed foundations : For,according to the law and ordinance of this pofitive be- 
ginning, the other parts of the ftame are eafily directed without crack or danger. By which 
way we finde our reafon well erounded, and we difcottrfe without rub or lec in che way = 
For our matters preoccupate and gaine afore-hand as much place in our belecfe,as they need 
to conclude afterward what they pleafe, as Geometriciaus doeby their graunted queftions : 
The confent and approbation which we lendthem, giving them wherewith to draw us, ¢i- 
theron the right or left hand,and attheir pleafareto windeand turne us, Whofoever is be- 
Iceved in his prefuppofitions,he is our mafter,and our God : Hewilllay the plot of his foun- 
dations fo ample and eafie, that, if he lift, he will carrie us up, even unto theclouds. In this 
practice or negotiation of learning we have taken the faying of Pythagoras for currant pay= 
ment; which is, that every expert man ought tobe beleeved in his owne trade, The Logitian 
referreth himfelfe to the Grammarian for the fignificationof words : The Rethoritian bor- 
roweth the places ofarguments from the Logitian: The Poet his meafures from the Mufi- 
tian : The Geometrician his proportions from the Arithmetician : The Metaphifikestake 
the conjectures of the Phyfikes fora ground.For,every art hath her prefuppofed principles, 
by which manisjudgementis brid led on all parts, If youcome to the thocke:or front of this 
batre;im which confiftsthe principallerror; theyimmediatly pronounce this fentence; That 
there tno difparing aeainf? [ach nas deny principles. There can be no principlesin men,exeept 
divinitic hath revealed them unto them : All the reft,both beginning middle, and end, isbut 
adreame and a yapor.Thofethat argue by prefiippofition, we muft prefuppofeagainft them, 
the very fame axiome, which is difputed of. For; each humane prefuppofition, and every in- 
vention, unlefie reafou make a difference of it; hatlyas much authoritie as another, So muft 
they all be equally balanced ,and firftthe generalland thofe thattyrannizeus. 4 perfiwajion 
of certaintie ts a manifeff teftimonie of fools[hueffe,and of extreme ancertaintie. And no people 
are leffe Philofophers and more foolifh, than Plaroes Philodoxes, or lovers of their owne 
opinions. Wemtift know whether fire be hot, whether fhow be white, whether in our 
knowledge'therebe any thing hatd or foft. And touching the anfweres, whereof they tell old 
tales, as to him who made a doubt of heat, to whom one replied, that to triehefhould caft 
him{clfeiito the fires’ to him that denied the yceto be cold, that he fhould putfome ti his 
bofome; they ae mioftiin worthythe profeffioty of a Philofopher. If they had left usin our 
ownenaturall eftate, admitting of ftrangeappatences, asthey prefent themifelves unto us by_ 
our fenfes,and had fuffred us to follow our natural appetites, direSted by the condition of 
our birth, they fhould shen have reafonto {peake fo, But from them itis that we havelearn’e 
ro becdine Judges df thie world 5 itis from them we hold this conceit,that mans yeafon is the 
éetietall controulér of all that'is, both without and within heavens-vault ;/ which inbra- 
ctth allsaid can doeall by meanes wherof,all things are knowne and difcerned. This anfwer 
were good ajnone the Canibals, ‘who without any of e4rifforles precepts, ot fo muchas 
knowing the'narie of naturall Philofophy enjoy moft happily, along, a quiet, and a peace- 


ablelife. This aatwer might haply-availemore, and be of more force, thanall thofe they 
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can borrow from their reafonand invention, All living creatures, yea, beafts and all, where 
the commandement of thenaturall law is yet pure and fimple, might with us be capable of 
this anfwer; but they have renounced it, They fhall not need torell me, it istrue,for you both 
heare and {ee,that it is fo: They mutt tell me,if what I thinke I feel,t feel the fame in effet; 
and if J feelit,then let chem teli me,wherefore [feel it,and how and what: Let themtell me 
the name,the beginning, the tenrions,and theabuttings of heat and of cold, with the qualities 
of him that is agent,or of the patient; or let them quit me their profeffion, which isneither 
toadmiit, norapprove any thing, butby the way of rcafon : It is their touchftone, to trie all 
kindes of Effayes. But furely itis a touchftone full of falfehood, errors, imperfection and 
weakneffe : which way can we better make triall of it,than by it {elfe? If fhe may not becre. 
dited {peaking of her felfe,hardly can fhe be fic to judge of ftrange matters : If fhe know.any 
thing,itcan be but her being and domicile. She is inthe foule, and either a part or effeé&t of 
the fame. For,the true and effentiall reafon (whofe name we fteal by falfe fignes ) lodgeth in 
Godsbofome : There is her home, and there is her retreat, thence fhe takes her flight, when 
Gods pleafure is that we fhall fee fome glimpsofit : Even as Pallas iflued out of her fathers 
head,tocommunicateand empatt her felfe unto the world. Now letus {ee what mans reafon 
hath taught us of her felfe and of the foule : Not of the foule in generall, whereof well nigh 
all Philofophy maketh beth the celeftiall and firft bodies partakers; nor of that which 
Thales attributed, cyen unto things,thatare reputed without foule or life, drawne thereunto 
bythe confiderationof the Adamant ftone : But ofthat which appertaineth to us,and which 
we fhould know beft. 
Ignoratut enim qua fit natura aninsai, 
Nata fity an contra nafcentibus infinnetur, 
Et finsul mntereat mobi{cum morte diremptas 
An tenchras orci vifatsvaltafque lacnnass 
An pecudesalias divinitusinfinnet fe, 
What the foules nature is, we doe not know ; 
Mf itbe bred,or put in thofearebred, ? 
Whether by death divorft with usit goe, 
Or fee the darke vaft lakes of hell below, 
Or into other creatures turne the head. 

To Crates and Dicearchus itfeemed thatthere was none at all; butthatthe body ftirred 
thus with and by a naturall metion :To P/ato,that it wasa fabftance moving of it felfe: To 
Thalessa Nature without ret; To Afclepiades, anexercitation of thefenfes:: To Hefiadus 
and Axaximander,athing compofed of carth and water : ‘To. Parmenides, of earth and fire: 
ToEspedecles of bloud : ; 

Sang nineams vomit ille. animafh. 
His foule of purple-bloud he vomits out. 
To Poffidonins,Cleanthes,and Galen, 2 heat, or hot complexion: 
I gnens est olles vigors@ caleftis origo : 
A firy vigor and celeftiall {pring, 
Intheir originall they ftrangely bring, te 

To Hyppocrates, a {pirit difperfed thorow the body + To Varro, an aire received in atthe 
mouth, heated in the lungs, tempered in the heart, and difperfed therow all parts of thebo- 
dy : To Zeno, the quinteflence of the foure Elements :, To, Heraelides Ponticus, the light: 
To Xenocratesyand.to the Agyptians, a moving number :; To the Chaldeans, a vertue with 
out any determinate forme. Habitnm quendam vitalem corporis effe, 

Harmoniam Graci quam dicunt 
Theré of the body isa vitall frame, 
The which the Greeks a harmony doe name, 

And not forgetting Ariforle, that which naturally caufeth the body tomoye, whecal- 
leth it Entelechy, or perfection moving of itfelfe ( as'cold an inyention.as ay other) for he 
neither fpeaketh.of theeffence, nor of the beginning,nor of thefoulesnature ; but onelyno- 
ceth the effects of of it : Lattantius,Seneca,and the beter part amongft the Dogmatilts, have 
confefled,they never under{tood what it was: And afterallthis rable of opinions: Harum 
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looke anto its(faith Cice 
srehenfible, fince I am not able to comprehend the parts of mine ownebeing : Heracht ss; 


who held that every place was full of Soules and Demons, maintained nevertheleffe, that a 
man could never gocfo far towards the knowledge of the foule,as chat he could come unto 
it; fodeep and myfterious was her eflence. There is no leflediffention nor difputing about 
the place, where (hefhouldbefeated. Hypocrates and Herophilus place itn the ventricle of 
the braine : Democritus and Arifforle,through all the body : 
Ur bona fepe valetudo cttms dicttur effe 

Corporis, er non et tamen hac parsalla valentes: 

Ashealth is ofthe body faid tobe, 

Yet is no part of him, in health we fee. 
Epicur isin the ftomacke, : 

Hac excalrat enim pavor ac metns,bac loca circum 

Latitie mulecent 

For in thefe places feare doth dominecre, 

And neere thefe places joy keepes merry cheere. 

The Stoickes, within and aboutthe heart : Era/i/tracus, joyning the membrane of the E= 
picranium : Empedocles,in the bloud : as alfo AdZn/es, which wasthe caufe he forbad the ea- 
ting of beafts bloud, unto which their foule is commixed :' Ga/en thoughrthat every patt of 
the body had his foule: Strato hath placed it betweene thetwo upper eye-lids: Qua facie 
guidem fit animus autubi habitet,nec quarexdnm quidem cSt, We muff not fo much as en- 
gnire,what face the mindebeares,or where tt dwels: Saith Cicero. 1am well pleafed to let this 
man ufe his owne words: For, why fhould {alter the fpeech of eloquence it felfe ? fince there 
is fimall gaine in {tealing matter fro his inventions : They are both little ufed not very for- 
cible,and little unknowne. But the reafon why. Chry/ippus; and thofe of his Sect, will prove 
the foule to be about the heart,isnotto be forgotten. 1 is(faith he)becanfe when wewill af- 
firme orfweare anything, welay our hand upon the {tomacke; And when we will pro- 
onunce, 2, which fignifieth, my felfe,we put downe our chin towardthe ftomacke. This 

aflage ought not to be paft-over without noting the vanity of fo great a perfonage : For, 
befides that his confiderations are of themfelves very flight, the latcer proveth but tothe 
Grecians,that they have their foulein that place.No humane judgement t fo vigilant or Ar- 
gos-cied,but fometimes foal falla fleep or lumber WWhat thal we feare to fay?Behold the Stoi- 
ckes, fathers of humane wifdome, who devife that the foule of man, overwhelmed with any 
ruine,laboureth and panteth a long time to get out,unableto free her felfe from that charge, 
even as 2 Moufe taken ina trap.Some are of opinion,that the world was made,to give a bo- 
; nt,unto the fpirits, which through their fault were fallen from the pu- 
ritie, wherin they were created ‘The firft creation haying beene incorporcall.And that accor- 
ding as they have more or leffe removed themfel ves from their fpiricualey, foare they more 
or lefle merily and Gioviallyjor rudely and Saturnally incorporated : Whence proceedeth 
the infinite variety of fo much matter created, But the fpirit, who for his chaftizement was 
invefted with the bedy ofthe Sun, muft of neécelfitie havea very rare and particular meafure 
ofalteration, Theextremitics of ouir curious fearch turne toa glimmering and all to a daze~ 
ling. As Plutarke {aith,of che off-{pring of Hiftories,that afcer the manner of Cards or Maps, 
the utmott limits of knowne Countries, ave fer downe to be fullofthicke marrifh grounds, 
fhady forrefts, defart and uncouth places. See here wherefore the grofelt and moft Childifh 
dotings, are more commonly found inthefe which treat of higheft and furtheft matters; 
cvenconfounding and overwhelming themfelves in their owne curiofitic and prefunption. 
g g of leatning are equally accompted foolifh.Marke bushow P/ato ta~ 
keth and raifech his flight alotc in his Poeticall clouds,or cloudy Poefies. Behold and read 
in him the gibbrifh ofthe Gods. But what dream’d or doted h¢ on, when he defined man to 
be acreature withtwo feet, and without feathers; giving them that were difpofed tomocke 
at him, a pleafant and {copefull occafion to doc it?For, having plucked-offthe feathers of a 
live capon, they named him the man of Plato. And by what fimplicitie did the Epicureans 
firft imagine, thatthe Atomes or Motes, which they termedto be bodies, having fome 
weight and a naturall moving downeward, had framed the world ; untill, fuchtime as they 
wereadvifed by their adverfarics, that by this defcription, it wasnot poflible, they fhould 
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joyneand take hold one of another; their fall being fo downe-right and perpendicular, and 
every way engendring Parallel lines?And therefore was it neceffarie,they fhould atcerward 
addeacafuall moving, fideling untothem : And moreover to give their Atomes crooked 
and forked tailes,that fo they mighttake hold of any thing andcla{pe themf{clves, And even 
then,thofe that purfuethem with this other confideration,doc they not much trouble them? 
If Atomes have by chance formed fo many forts of figures, why did they never mect toge- 
ther to frame a houfe, or make a fhooe?_ Why fhould we notlikewite belecye that an infinie 
number of Greek Letters confuftdly feattred in fome open place, might one day meetand 
joyne together to the contexture of rh’Iliads?That whichis capable of reafon(faith Zeno) ig 
better than that which isnot. There ss nothing better than the world: then the world  ca- 
pable ofreafon. By the fame arguing Cotta makeththe world a Mathematician, and by this 
other arguing of Zene,he makes him a Mufitian, and an Organift, The whole is more than 
the part: We are capableof wifdome,and we are part ofthe world ; Then the world is wile. 
There are infinit like examples fcene, not only of falfe, but foolifh arguments, which cannot 
hold, and which accufe their authors not fo much of ignorance, as of folly, inthe reproches 
that Philofophers charge one another with, about the difagrecings in their opinions and 
Seéts.He that fhould fardle-up a bundle or huddle of the fooleries of mans wifdome, might 
recount wondcrs.I willingly affemble fome(asa fhew or patterne)by fome meanes or byafe, 
no leffe profitable than the moft moderate in{tructions. Let us by that judge,what we areto 
eficeme of man, of his fenfe,and of his reafon ; fince in thefe great men, and who have raifed 
mans fufficiencie fo high,there are found fo grofe errors,and fo apparant defects. As forme, 


& : : 
I would rather beleeve, that they have thus cafually treated learning, even asa {porting 


3 

childs baby,and haye {ported themfelves with reafon,as of a vaine and frivolous inftrument, 
detting forth all forts of inventions ,devices, and fantafies fometimes more out{tretched and 
fometimes more loofe. The fame P/ato,whe defineth man like unto a Capon, faith elfewhere 
after Socrates,that in good footh, he knaowethnot what man is; and that ofall parts of the 
world,there is none fo hard to be knowne.By this varictie of couceits and inftabilitie of opi- 
nions, they (asit were ) leadeus clofely by the hand to this refolution of their irrefolution, 
They make a profeffion not alwayesto prefent their advicemanifeft and unmasked : they 
have oft concealed the fame under the fabulous thadows of Poefie, aad fometimes under 
other yizards, For, our imperfeCtion admitteth this alfo, that raw meats arenot alwayes 
good for our ftomacks : but they muft be dried, altred and corrupted, and fo doethey, wha 
fometimes fhadow their fiusple opinions and judgements; And that they may the better fate 
themfelves unto common ufe, they many times falfifie them. ‘They will not make open pros 
feffion of ignorance, and of the imbecillitie of mans reafon, becaufe they willnot make chil. 
dren afraid : But they manifeftly declare the fame unto usunder the fhew of a troubled Sci. 
ence and unconftant learning. I perfwade fomebod y in Italy, who laboured yery much to 
fpeake Italian,that alwayes provided, he defired butto be underftood,and not to feck tocx- 
cell others therein, he fhould ney imploy and ufe {uch words as came firft to his mouth, 
whether they were Latine,French,Spanifh, or Gafcoine, and that adding the Italian termi- 
nationsuntothem, he fhould never miffe to fall upon fome idiome of the Countrie, either 
Tufcan,Roman, Venetian, Picmontoife,or Neapolitan; and amongft fo many feverall formes 
of {peech to take hold ofone, The very fame J fay ofPhilofophy. She hath fo many fa- 
ces,and fo much varietie,and hath faid fo much,thatall our dreames and devifes are foundin 
her. The fantafie of man can conceive or imagine nothing, be it good or evill that is notto be 
found in her : Nihileam abfurde disci poteft,quod non dicatur ab aliquo Philofophorum. No- 
thing may be [poken {o abfurdly but that is is (boken by fome of the Philofophers.And therefore 
doe | futter my humours orcaprices more freely to pafle in publike; Forafmuch as though 
they are borne with,and of ne,and withoutany patterne; well I wot,they will be found to 
have telationto fome ancient humour,and fome dal be found, that will both know and tell 
whence,and of whom I have borrowed them, My cuftomesarenaturall; when I contrived 
them, 1 called not for the help of any difcipline: And weake and faint asthey were, when I 
haye hada defireto expreffe them, and to makethem appeare to the worlda little more 
comely and decent, 1 have fomewhat indevoured to aide them with difcourfe,and affit them 
withexamples, I have wondred at my felfe, thatby meere chance Dhavemet with them, 
agreeing and fucableto fo many ancient éxamples and Philofophicall difcourfes. W hat regi- 
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ment my lifewas of I never kaew nor learned bue after it was much worne and {pent.A new 
ficure: An unpremeditated Philofopher and a cafuall.But to returne unto our foule, where 
Plato hath feared reafon in the braine ; anger inthe heart ; luft inthe liver ¥ it is very likely 
chat it was rathcran interpretation of the foules motions, than any divifion or feparation he 
meant to make of it,as of a body into many members, And the likclieft'of their opinion is 
that itis alwayes a foule, which by her rationall faculty, remembreth her felfe, com prehen= 
deth,judgeth defireth,and exercifeth all her other funétions,by divers inftruiments of the bo- 
dy asthe Piloce ruleth and direéteth his fhip according tothe experience he hath of ig: now 
ftretching, baling, or loofing a cable, fometimes hoyfing the Main-yard,removing an Oare, 
or ht irving the Rudder, canfing feveralleftects with one only power: And thatthe abideth in 
the braine, appeareth by this, that the hurts and accidents, which touch that part,doe pre~ 
feutly offend the tacultigs ofthe foule, whence fhe may without inconvenience defcend and 
glidethrough other parts of thebody : 
si medium non deferit wxquam 

Cali Phabus ster sradiis ramen omnia luftrat. 

Never the Sunne forfakes heay’as middle wayes, 

Yet with his rayeshe light’s all all furvayes. 
as the Sunnefpreadeth his light, and infufeth his power from heaven, andtherewith filleth 
the whole world, 

Catera pars anima per totuna diffita corps 

Paret;& ad numer mentis nomenque movetsre 

Th’other part of the foule through all the body fent 

Obeyes,and moved is,by the mindes government. 

Some have faid, that there was'a general foule, likeunto a great body, from whiclrall 
particular foules were extracted,and returned thither,alwayes reconjoyoing and enterming- 
ling themfelyes unto that Univerfall matter + 
Deum namgne tre per omnes 

Terrafqnetrattufque mariscalamaue profundam : 

Hinc pecudes ; armenta,viros, genus omneferarum, 

Quemque fibitennes nafcentem arceffere Vitase 

Scilicet hucreddi deinde,ac refolutareferri 

Omnia: nec morti effe locum 

For God through allthe earth to paffe isfound, 

Through all Seacurrents,through the heav’n profound , 

Here hence men, heards,and all wilde beafts that are, 

Short lifein birth each to themfelves doe fhare, 

Allthingsrefolved to this point reftor’d 

Returne,nor any place to death affoord. 
others, that they did but reconjoyne and faften themfelvesto it againe : others, that they 
were produced by the divine fubftance: others, by the Angels,of fireand aire :. fome from 
the beginning of the world; and fome,even at the time of need:others,make them to defcend 
frem the round ofthe Moone, and that they returne to it againe. The common fort of anti« 
quitie, thatthey are begotten from Father to Sonne, after the fame manner and produétion, 
that allother natural things are ; arguing fo by che refemblances, which are betweene Fa- 
thers and Children. 
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Trftillata patris virttts tibia» Horstatelde oth 
Thy Fathers vertues be 4 49- 


Inftilled into thee. 

Fortes creantur fortibys & bonis, 

Ofvaliant Sires and good, 

There comes a valiant brood. 
and chat from fathers we fee defcend unto children, riot only themarksof their bodies, but 
alfo a refemblance of humours,ofeomplexions, and inclinations of the foule. 
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Vis animi pariter cre[cit cum corpore toto’ 

Why followes violence the fayage Lyons race ? 

Why craftthe Foxes? Why to Deereto flye apace? 

By parentsisit-given, when parents feare incites, x 
Unlefle becanfe a certaine force of inward fpirits 

With all the body growes, 

As feed and feed-{pring goes ? ee 

That divinejuftice is grounded thereupon, punifhing the fathers offences upon the chil. 
dren; forfomuchas the contagion of the fathers vices, is in fomefort printed, in childrens 
fouiles,and thatthe mifgovernment of their willtouckeththem. Moreover, that if che foules 
came from any other place, then by a natural confequence, and that out of the body they 
fhould have beene fome other thing, they fhould have fome remembrance of their firlt 
being: Confidering the naturall faculties, which are proper unto him,to difcourfe,co reafon, 
and to remember, 
fi in corpus nafcentibus infinuarur, 

Cur fuper anteattam atatem meminiffe neqnimus, 
Nec veftigha geftaram rerum ulla texemus? 

If our foule at our birth bein our bedy caft. 

Why can we not remember ages over-paft, 
Norany markes retaine of things done firft or laft ? 

For,to make our foules-condition,to beof that worth we would ,they muft all be prefiip- 
pofed wile, even when they are in their naturall fimplicitie and genuine puritie. So fhould 
they have beene fch, being freed from the corporall prifon, a{well beforethey entred the 
fame, as we hope they thall be, when they fhallbe out of it, Andit were neceffarie the 
fhould (being yet in the body)rememberthe {aid knowledge ( as Plate faid) that what we 
learn’t,was buta new remembring of that which we had knowne before : ‘A thing that any 
man may by experience maintaine to be falfe anderronious. Firft, becaufe we doe not pre. 
cifely remember what we are taught, and that if memorie did meercly execute her function, 
fhe would at leaft fuggeft us with fomething befides our learning. Secondly, what fhe 
knew being in her puritic, was. true underftanding, knowing things as they are, by herdi- 
yine intelligence : Whereas here, ifthe be inftructed, fhe ismade to receive lies and appre- 
hend vice, wherein fhe cannot impley her memorie; this image and conception, haying ne. 
ver had place in her.To fay, that the corporall prifon,doth fo fappreffe hernaturall faculties, 
that they are altogether extinétin her: firlt,is cleane contraric to this other belecfe,to know- 
ledge her forces fo great, and the operations which men inthis tranfitorie life feel of it, fo 
wonderfull,as to have thereby concluded this divinitie, and fore-paft eternitic, and the im; 
mortalitie to come: 

Nam fi tantopere eft animi mutataporelt ac, 
Ovsnts wt attarum exciderit retinentia rerum, 
Non ut opinor ca ab letho jams longior errat. 

If of our mindethe power be fo much altered, 
As of things doneall hold, all memorieis fled, 
Then (as I gheffe)it isnot far from being dead. 

Moreover, it is here with us, and no whereelfé, thatthe foules powers and effects, are to 
beconfidered ; allthe reft of her perfections, are vaine and unprofitable unto her: itisby 
her prefent condition,that all her immortalitie muft be rewarded and paid, and theis only 
accomptable for thelife ofman: It were injuftice to have abridged her of her meanesand 
faculties,and to have difarmed her again{t the time of her captivitic and prifonsof her weak- 
nefic and ficknefle,ofthetime and feafon where fhe had beene forced and compelled to draw 
the judgement and condemnation of infinite and endleffecontinuance, and,to relye up- 
on the confideration of fo fhort atime, which is peradvexiture of one or two houres, or if 
the worft happen, of an age, ( which haveno more proportion with infinite, than amo. 
ment)sdefinitively to appointand eftablifh of all her being, by thatinftantof fpace, Itwere 
animpious difproportion to wreft an eternall reward in confequenceof fo fhort alifc, P/a. 
to,to fave himielfe from thisinconvenience, would have future payments limited to a hun- 
dred yeares continuance, relatively untoa humane continuance: and many of ours have gi- 
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ven them temporall limits.By this they judged; that her generation followed. the comihen 
condition of humane things: As alfo her lite, by the opinion of Epicurns and Democritus, 
which hath mof beene received, following thefe goodly apparences,. . Tliat her birth was 
f@he, when the body was capable of her ;»her vertue and ftrength was perceived as thecor- 
porall encreafed * in her infancie might her weaknefle be difterned and in time her vigorand 
tipenefft,then her decay and age,and intheend her decrepitude : 

—— gigni pariter cums corpore, 3 una 

Crefcere {euimus,pariterque fenefcere mentene. 

The minde js with the body bred, we doe behold; 

Ir jointly growcs with 15 with itit waxeth old; 
They perceived herto be capable ofdiverfe paffions,and agitated by many languifhing and 
painfull notions, where througl the fell into wearineffe and griefe,capable of alteration and 
change,of joy ftupefaction and lanouifhment, fubject to herdnfirmitics; difeafes,and offen 
ces,even as the ftomacke or the foor; 
-mentem (anari,corpus Ht gram 

Cernimus ce fletti medicina poffe videmsus : 

We feeas bodies ficke are cur’d, fois the minde} 

We fee,how Phyficke can it each way turneand winde. 
dazled and troubled by the force of wine ; removed from her feat by the yaporsofd burs 
ning feaver ; drowzic and fleepy by the application of fome medicaments, and rouzedup 
againe by the vertue of fome otherss 
corpsreamnaturam animi effe neceffe est, 

Corporets quoniam telis itluqne laborat. 

Thenature of theminde mutt needs corporeallbee, 

‘ For with corporeall darts and ftrokes its griev"d we fees 

She was feeneto difinay and confound all herfaculties by theonly biting ofa ficke dog, and 
to containe no great conftancie of difcourfe,no fufficiencie,no vertue,no philéfophicall refo~ 
lution,no contention of her forces, that might exempt her from the fubjeétion of thefe acci- 
dents: The fpitele or {lavering of a maftive dog fhed upon Socrater his hands, to trouble all 
his wifdome, to diftemper his great and regular imaginations, and ferovénquifh and an- 
null them, that no figne or fhew of his former knowledge was lefein bintes! T 
vis animat far 

Conturbatur, & divifa feorfum 

Difiettatur eodem illo diffratta venene. 

The foulesforce is difturbed,feperated, 

Diftraught by that fame poifon, alienated. 

And the faid venome tofinde no more refiftance in his foule, than in that of a childe of 
foure yeares old, a venonic ableto make all Philofophy (were fhe incarnate) beeome furi- 
ouéand tnad: Sothat Caro; whofcorned both death and fortune, could not abide the fight 
ofa looking glaffe,or of water; overcome with horrour,and quelled with'amazement,ifby 


3 


the contsgion ofa mad dos, ‘he had falnie into thatfickuefley which Phyfitians call Hydre- 
phobia, or feare of waters, 


Dis morbi diffratta per artus 
Turbat agens aninsams, |pumantes aquore falfo 
V entorum ut vadidis fervefcunt viribuswnda. 
The force of the difeafe difperftthtough joints offends, 
Driving the foule, asin falt Seasthe waycaftends, 
Foming by furious force which the wind raging lends. 

Now conicetningthis soint, Phifofophy hath indeed armed man for the enduring of all 
othey accidents, whether of patience, or if it be overcoftly to: be found, ‘of an infallible 
defeat, in conveying herfelfe, altogether fromthe fenfe: but they are meanes, which ferye 
afoule, ‘that is her ‘owne; and in her proper force, capable of difcourfe and deliberation : 
norto this inconvenienec, wheréwith a Philofopher, a foule becommeth the foule of 2 
fooletroubled, yanquifhed and left, which divers occafions may produce, asin an over« 
violent agitation, which by fomevehement paffion,the foule may begetin her felfe : ora hurt 


in fore part of the body; or arr exhalation fromthe ftomacke, cafting us into pee aftos 
nifhiment 
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nifhment, dazling, or giddinefleof the head: 
1b, 467 a+ morbisixcorporis avius errat 
Sape animusydementtt enimdeliraque fatur, 
Interdumque gravi Lethargo fertur in altum 
eLteruumque foporems,oculis untuque eadentt. 
The minde in bodies fickneffe often wandring ttrayes: 
For it enraged yave’s,and idle talke outbrayes : s 
Brought by fhaxpe Lethargy fometime to more than deepe, 
While eyes and eye-lids fall into eternall fleepe. 
Philofophers have in mine opinion but {lightly harp’c upon this fring io more than ait. 
other of like confequence. They have ever this Dilemma inthcit mouth,to comfort ourmor. 
tallcondition. The fowle is either mortal or immsortall: éf mortall, foe foal be withous pane: 
if immortal, foe foall mend. They never touch the other branch : What, if fhe empaire and be 
worle > And'leavethe menaces of future paines to Poets. But thereby they deal themfelyes 
a good game. They are two omiffions, which in their difcourfes doe often offer themfelves 
unto me.I come to the firft againe; the foule lofeth the ufe of that Stoicall chicfe felicitie, fo 
conftant and fo firme.Our goodly wifdomemuft neceflarily in this place yeeld her felfe,and 
uit her weapons, As for othermatters,they alfo confidered. by the yanitie of mans reafon, 
that the mixture and focietie of two fo different parts, as isthe mortall andthe immortal is 
inimmaginable:: 
Quippe etenim mortale aterno jungere,@ wna 
Confentire putare, O fungi mutua poffe, 
Defipere eft. Quid enim diverfius fe purandum est, 
Ant magis imer fe disjsnttum difcrepitan{que, 
nam mortale quod est ,smmortals argue perennt 
Iuntluns in coneiliofavas tolerare proceitas ? 
For what immortall is,mortall to joyneunto, 
And thinke they. can agree,and mutuall duties doe, 
Is to befoolifh ; For what thinke we ftrangeris. 
More difagreeable,or more disjoyn’d ,than this, 
That mortal] withimmortallendlefle joyn’d in union, 
Can moft outragious ftormes endure in their communion ? 
Moreover they felt their foule to be engaged in death as well asthe body ; 
fimul avofeffa fati{cst, 
Te joyntly faint’s in one, 
Wearied as age is gone, 

Which thing (according to Zeno) the image of {Ieep doth manifeftly fhew unto us.,For 
he efteemeth, chat it is a fainting and declination of thc foule,afwell as ofthe body. Contrahs 
avimam,® quafilabi pucat atque decidere. Hethitks the minde vs conrratte d, and doth asit 
wore ude and fall downe, And that(which is perccived in fome) it’s force and vigor maintai- 
netivit {elfe eveninthe end of lifejthey referred and imputed the fameto the diverfitic of di- 
feafes, as men are feene in that extremitic, to maintaine, fome one fenfe, and fome another, 
fore their hearing, and fometheir{melling, without any alteration ; and there isno weak- 
nefle ox decay feene fo univerfall,but fomeentireand vigorous parts wilkremaine, 

Non aliopatto quam fi pes cum dolet agri, 

Eusrl.t1ts In nullo capypinserea fit forte dolore. 
No otherwife,than if, when fick-mans foote doth ake, 
Meanetiine herhapshis head no fellow-feeling take, 

Our judgements {ight referreth it felfe unto.truth,as doththe Owles eyes unto the {hining 
of the Sunne,as faith .4rifforle. ow fhould we better convince him,than by fo groffe blind- 
nefie,infoapparenta light? For,thecontrari¢ opinion of the foules immortalitie, which C= 
ecrofaith,to have fiift beene brought in (at leaft by the teftimonie of books) by Pherecydes 
Syrius, in the time of King Twi (others afcribe the invention thereofto TAa/es, and other 
to others)it isthe part of humane knowledge treated ioft {paringly and with more doubt. 
The mott conftant Dogmatifts (namelyin this point) are inforced to caft themfelves under 
che fheleer of the Academikes wingssNomanknowes what Ariforle hath eftablifhed upon 
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this fubjeét,no morethan all the ancients in Generall, who handle the fame with a very waa 
vering beliefe: Rew: gratiffimam promittentium magis quam prebantinm.Who rather promssfe 
than approve athing moft acceptable. He hath hidden himfelfe under the clouds of intricat 
ard ambiguous words, and unintelligible fenfes, and hath left his Sectaries as much caufe to 
difpure upon his judgement,as upon the matter, Two things made this his opision plaufble 
to them : the one, that without the immortality of foules, there fhould no meanes be left ro 
erouud or fettlethe vaine hopes of glory; a confideration of wonderfull credit in the world: 
the other (as Plato faith ) that it is a moft profitable impreffion, that vices, when they fteal 
away from out the fightand knowledge of humane jutticc, remaineever asa blancke before 
divine ju@tice,which even afterthe death ofthe guilty, willfeverel y purfuethem, ALax 2 ever 
poffelfed with az extreme defire to prelongh is being, and hath to the nttermoff of bis skill pro- 
vided for it, toombsaad Monuments are for the prefervation of his body, aud glorie for the 
continuance of his name. He hath imployed all his wit co frame him felfe a new, (as impa- 
cient of his fortune) and to underprop or uphold himfelfe by his inventions. Thefoule b 
reafon of her trouble and imbecility, as unableto fubfift of her felfe,is ever,and in all places 
quefting and {earching comforts, hopes, foundations, and forraine circumaftances, on which 
fhe may take hold and fettle her felfe. And how light and fantafticall foever hisinyention 
doth frame them untohim, he rotwith{tanding relieth more furely uponthem, and more 
willingly than upon himfelfe : But ir is a wonder to fee how the moft obftinat in this fo juft 
and manifeft perfwafion of our {pirits immortalitic,have found themfelves fhort and unable 
to cltablith the fame by their humane forces.Sommnia [unt non dacentis,fed oprantis,Thefe are 
dreamesnot of one that teacheth, but wifheth what he wonld have: {aid an ancient Writer. 
Man may by his owne teftimonie know, that the truth he alone difcoyereth, the fame he 
oweth unto fortune and chance;finceeven when fhe is falne into his hands, he wanteth wher- 
with to lay hold on her, and keepe her; and that this reafon hath not the power to prevaile 
with it. Ailrhings produced by our owne difconrfe and{ufficiencie,as well true asfalfeare{ub- 
jett to uncertaintic and disp tation. \t is for the punifhment of our temeritie, and inftruétion 
of our miferieand incapacitie,that God caufed the trouble,downefall and confufion of Ba. 
bels Tower. Whatfoever we attempt without his affiftauce, what ever we {ee without the 
lampe of his grace, is but vanity and folly : With our weaknes we corrupt and adulterate the 
very eflence of truth (which is uniforme and conftant ) when fortune giveth us the poflefion 
of it. What courfe foever man taketh of himfelfe,it is Gods permiffion that he ever commeth 
tothat confufion, whofe image he folively reprefenteth unto us, by the juft punifhment, 
wherwith he framed.the prefumptuous over-weening of Nembroth,and broughtto nothing 
the frivolous enterprifes of the building of his high-towring Pyramis,or Heayen-menacing 
Tower. Perdam {apienttam fapientinm, & prudemziam pradentiumreprobabo, I willdeftroy 
the wi(dome of che wife, and reprove the providence ofthem that are moft prudent. The diver~ 
fiti¢ oftongues and Janguages, wherewith he dirturbed that worke, aadroverthrew that 
proudly-raifd Pile; what elfe is it, but this infinit altercation, and perpetual! difcordance 
of opinions and reafons, which accompanicth and entangleth the frivolous frame of mans 
learning, or vaine building ofhumane fcience ? Which he doth moft profitably. Who might 
containe us, had we but one graine of knowledge? This Saint hath done me much pleafire.: 
ipfa utilsratis occultatio, aut humilitatis exercitatio et, aut elationis attritio, The very con 
cealing of the profit és either an exercife of humilitie, or a beating downe of arrogancie. Unto 
what point of prefumption and infolencie, dee we not carrie our blindneffe and foolifh- 
iefle ? Buctoreturne tomy purpofe: Verily there was great reafon, that we fhould be be- 
holding to Ged alone, and tothe benefit of his grace, for the truth of fonoble a beliefe, 
fince from his liberalitie alone we receive the fruit of immortalitic, which confifteth in en- 
joying of eternall bleffedneffe. Let us ingenuoufly confeffe,that only God and Faith, hath 
told it us : For, itisno leflon of Nature, nor comming from our reafon, And he that fhall 
both within and without narrowly fift,and curioufly found his being and bis forces with- 
out this divine privilege; he that {hall view and confider man, without flattering him, fhall 
not finde norfce either efficacieor facultiein him, that tafteth of any other thing but death 
andearth. The more we gsve, the more we owe; andthe morewe yeeldnnto God, the more 
Chriftian-like doe we. That whichthe StoikePhilofopher faid, he held by the cafuall con- 
fentof the peoples voice ; had it not beene better he had held it of God’? Cum We aximorum 
epernitatée 
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feros aut colentinns. Fior hac publica per{nafione. When we difcourfe of the immortalitie of 
‘foules in my conceit the confent of thofe men is of no [mal authority, who esther feare or Adare 
theinfernallpowers.T his publike per{wafion I make ufe of. Now the weaknes of humane Ar. 
guments upon this fubjeét, is very manifeftly knowne by the fabulous circumftances they 
Pavéadded untothe traine of this opinion,to finde out what condition this our immortalitic 
was of. Let us omit the Stoickes.U furam nobis larginntur,tanquam cornicibus, dim manfuras 
aiunt animos, [emper neg art. They grant us wfe of life,as ts unto Ravens sthey fay, our faules 
fha long continue, bur they deny they foal laf ever. Who gives untofoulesa life beyond this 
burfinite. The moft univerfall and received fantafie,and which endureth to thisday, hath 
beenethat whereof Pythagoras is made Author; not that he wasthe firlt inventor of it,buz 
becaufe it received much force and credit bythe authoritieof hisapprobation; Which is 
that foules at their departure fromus, did but paffe and roule from. one to another bod ¢: 
froma Lyon toa Horfe,from a Horfe to aKing, unceflantly wandring up and downe, from 
Houfeto Manfion. And himéelfe faid, that he remembred to haye beene e4thaledes, then 
Enphorbus, afcerward Hermotimus,at latt from Pyrrhus to have pafled into Pythagoras : ha- 
vine memoric of himfelfe,the fpaceof two hundred and fix yeares fome added more, that 
the fame foules doe formetimes afcend up to heaven, and come downeagaine: 

O Pater anne aliquas adceelam hinc tre putandum eft 

Sublimes animas, iterumaue adtarda reverts 

Corpora? Q wa lucismiferis tam dira cupido? 

Muft wethinke( Father) fome foules hence doe go, 

Raized to heav’n,thence turne to bodies flow? 

Whence doth fodyre defire of light on wretches grow ? 

Origen makes them eternally to go and come from a good, to.a bad eftate. The opinion 
that Yarro reporteth is that in the revolution of foure hundred and forty yeares,they recon- 
joyne themfelves unto their firft bodies. Chry/ippussthat that mutt come to paflcatter acer- 
caine fpace of time unknowne, and not limitted, P/are (who faith that he holds thisopinion 
fom Pindarus, and from ancientPoefie,) of infinite Viciffitudes ofaltcration, to which the 
foule is prepared, having no painesnor rewards inthe other World, buttemporall,as her life 
in this is but temporall,concludech in her a fingular knowledge of the affaires of Heaven, of 
Hell,and here below, where She hath paffed ,repafled and fojourned in many voyages;a imat~ 
ter in his remembrance. Behold her progrefic elfewhere: He that hath lived well, reconjoy- 
neth himfelfe unto that Staror Plaiet,to which heis affigned: Who evill,paffech into a Wo- 
man : And ifthen he amend not himfelfe,hetranfchangeth pimfelfe into a bealt of condition 
agreeing to his vicious cuftomes, and fhall never fee an end of his Punrfhments, untill here. 
turne to Hisnaturall condition, and by vertue ofreafon, he have deprived himfelfe of thofe 
orole,ftupide,and elementarie qualities that were in him.BurI will not forget the objeétion, 
which the Epicureans make untothis tranfmigration from one bod yto another : Which is 
very pleafant. They demand ; what order there fhouldbe, ifthe throng of the dying fhould 
be greater thanthat of fuchasbeborne. For, the foules removed from their abode would 
throng and ftrive together, who fhould get the beft featinthis new cafe : And demand befi- 
des; what they would pafle their timeabout, whilft they fhould ftay, untill any other man- 
fon were made ready for them: Or contrary-wile ,ifmore creatures were borne than fhould 
dyes they fay, bodies fhould be in anill taking, expecting the infufion of their foule, and te 
would come to pafle,that fome of them fhould dye, before they had ever beene living. 

5 Deniqneconnubia adveneris, partulqueferarum, 

Effe animas prefto deridicnlam effe vsdetar, 

Ex fpettare immortales mortalia membra 

Inuumecro numero, certareque praproperauter 

Inter fe, que prima potiffimaque infinnetur. 
-Laftly,ridiculoysit is,foules fhould be preft 

To Venus mectings,and begetting ofa beaft: 

Thatthey to mortalllims immortall be addreft 

Jn number numberleffe,and over-hafty {trive, 
Which of them firft and chiefe fhould get in there to live. 
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Ochers have ftatd the fouleinthe deceafed bodies, cherwith to animare ferpene: ,worme 


XK 
other beafts,which are {aid coengender from the corruption of our members; yea & from 
out afhes Others, divide it in two parts, one mortall,anocher immortai:Others make it cor. 

oreall ,S yer norwith{tanding immortall : Ochers, makeitimmortall, without at y {cience 
orknowlege. Nay there are fome of ours, who have deemed;that of condemned mens foules 
divels were maderAis Plutarke thinks,that Gods are mideefthofe fonles which are faved 


Forjehere be few things that chis authour doth more relolurelyaverre,chen chissholdir g e- 
very where ¢lfean ambiguous & doubrfull kind of fpeechAr isto be imagined and firmlie 
believed ((aich he) char che fouls of men, vertuous both according unre nature & divine 
Tuftice,become of Men, Saints, & of Saints, Demi: Godsjind after theyare once perfeétlys 
as in facrifices of purgation,cleanfed and purified, being delivered from: all paflibilicy and 
morralicie,they become of Demi-Gods(not by any civill ordinance, but in goodtruth,and 
aeestding to manifeft reafon) perfeét and very-very Gods; receiving a moft-blefled and 
chriceglorious end, But whofoever fhall fee him, whois notwithftanding, one of themoft 
fparing & moderate of that faction, fo undantedly to skirmifh; & will -heare him relatehis 
wonders upon this fubye&t, him I refer to his difcourfe of rhe Moone, & of Socrates his Dx- 
mon; where as evidently as in any other place,may be averred, that che myfteries of Phijo- 
fophy have many ftrange conccits, common with thofe of Poefie ; mans underftanding le- 
fing it felfe once goeabout to found and controule all things co. che utmoft/endes as 'ti- 
red and troubled bya long and wearifome courfe of our life, we returne toa kind of dotin 
childshood, Nore here the goodly and certaincinftructions, which-concet ning our foules« 
fubjeét we drawe from humane knowledge. There isno leife rafhnet{einthat which thee 
teachech us touching our corporall parts, Let usmake choyfe but of one or two ¢xa1 ples, 
elfethould we iojeourfelvesin this troublefome and vafte Ocean of Phylicall errours. Let 
us know whetherthey agree bat inthis one,that isto fay,of whaematter menare derived & 
produced one from another,For,touching their firft produétion, iris ne marvel ifin athing 
fo high and {0 ancient,mans wit is troubled and confounded, Archelans the Phyfition, to 
whom(as Arifoxenus aftirmeth ) Socrates was .Difciple and Minion, aflevered that both 
mien& beaftes had:beetic made of milkie {lime or mudde, expreifed by the. héare of che 
cathy Pythagoras faith, that our feed is che {curamie or froth of our belt blood, Pleo the 
diftilling of thematrowin the backe-bone, which hee argueth thus, becaufe chat place 
feeleth firft the wearineffe which followeth the generative bufineffe. 

| Alemaon,a part of the brainetsfubfance, which to prove,he faich,their eyes are ever moft 
troubled; that over-intemperately addiét chemfelves to that exercife. Democritus,a fubftanca 
extracted from all parts of this corporall: Maile. Epicarus extracted fromthe laft foule and 
the body: Ariftot/e,an excrement drawne from the nourifhment of che bloud, the laft (care 
tereth it felfein our feverall memberssothers,blood,concoéted & difgefted by the heate of 
the genicories,which they judge,becaule inthe extreame,earnelt 8 forced labours ,many: 
fhed drops of pure blood ;wherein fome appearance feemeth tobe, if from fo infinite a con 
fufion any likelihood may be drawae, But to bring this feed to cffeét, how many contrary 
opinions make they of it? e4rsffotle & Democritus hold,that women have no fperme, thac 
icis but a {weate,which by reafon of the pleafure,and frication they caft ferth and availeth 
nothing in generation, 

Gaten,and his adherents, contrariwife affirme, that there can be no generation, except 
two feeds meeterogether. Behold che Phyfitians, the Philofophers, the Lawyers, andthe 
Divines pell»mellcogether by the cares with our women about the queftion and difpurati~ 
enhow long women beare theirfruite in their wombe. And as for mee, by mine owne cx 
ample I cakecheir parc,that maintaine,a woman may goe elever, months with childe. The 
world is framed of this experiencesthere is nomeane woman {6 fimple,that cannot give her 
éenfure toon all thefe conteftations although we could nor agree.T his is /ufficient to verifies 
thatinthe corporal! part,man is. no more inGrutted of him/elfe,then inthe {pirituall. Wc have pro- 
poled himfelte to himfelfesand his reafon to his reafon;to {ce what fhee can tell.usof it. Mee 
thinkes [have fufticiently declared,how little underftanding fhee hath of her felfe. And hee 
who-hath no underftanding of himfelfe,whar can he have underftanding of ? Quaf vera 
menfuram ullins res polfit agere qui (wi ne[ciat. Asthongh he contd take meafure of any thing that 
knowes net his owne mcalwre, Trucly Protegoras told us prettic tales, when hee makes pie 
Ee the 
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che meafure of all chings, who never ‘new fo much as his owne.lf it be nothe,his dignitie 


will never {uffer any other creature to have chisadvantag¢ over him,Now he being fo cone 
trary in himfelfe, and one jadgement fo unce(lantly fubverting another, this favorable 
propofition was buca jeft,which induced us neceflarily to conclude thenullity of che Com. 
sa{fe and the Compaffer, When Thalesindgeth the knowledge of man very hard unto man. , bee 
reacheth him the knowledge of all other things to be imapoffible unto bin. You forwhom I have 
raken the paines to enlarge folonga worke(again(t my cuftome) will not fhun to- maine 
taine yonr Sebond, with the ordinary forme of arguing, whereof youare daily intruded, 
and will therein exercife both your minde and ftudy:For this laft trick of fence,muft nor be 
employed but as an extreme remedy. Ic isa defperate thruft,gainft which you muft forfake 
your weapons,to force your adverfary to renounce his, and afecret flight, which muft fel. 
dome and very sparingly be puc in practife.Tr 6s agreat fond-bardneffe tolofe. owr felfe for she 
loffe of another, A man muft nor be willing to diero revenge himlelfe,as Gobrias was who 
being clofe by the cares with a Lord of Perfia,Darius chanced tocome in with his fwerdin 
his hand, and fearing to flrike, for feare he fhould hurt Gobrias,he called unto him,and bade 
him fmite boldly,alchough he {hould fmite through both.] have heard,armes,and conditi- 
ons of fingle combates being defperate,and in which hethat offered them, put both him- 
felfe and his enemy in danger ofanend inevitable co both,reproved as vniult,and condem= 
ned as unlawfull. The Portugals tooke once certaine Turkes prifoners inthe Indige {eas , 
who impatient oftheir captivity,refolved with themfelves(and their refolution fucceed~ 
ed) by rubbing of Ship-nailes one againft another,& caufing fparkles of fire co falamongf 
che barrels’of powder ( which lay nor far from them)with intent to confimme both.them- 
{elvs,their matters,and the hip.We but touchthe skirts,ed glance at the laff clofings of Scsences, 
wherin ecxctremity,as well asin vertue,is vicious. Keepe your felvesin che common path,itis 
not good to be fo fubtill,and fo-curious. Remember what the Italian proverbe faith, 

Chi troppos'affortiglia,fi (caverxa. 

Who makes himfelfe too fine, 

Doth break himfelfe in fine. 

I per{wade you,in your opinions and diftonr{es, as wsuch asin your cuftomes, and in every orber 
thing,to ufe moderation and temperance, and avoide all newfangled inventions and firangene (fe. 
Allextravagant waies difpleate me. You,who by theauthority and preheminence, which 
your greatneffe hath laied upon you,and more by the advantages,which che qualities that 
aremoft your owne, beftow on you, may with anod command whom you pleafe, thould 
havelaied this charge upon fome one, that had made profeffien of learning;who mighto- 
cherwife have di(poted and enriched this fantafie. Nocwithftanding here have you enough 
ro fupply your wants of it. Epicurus {aid of the lawes,that che worft were fo neceflary unto 
us, that without chem, men would entersdevoure oneanother. And Pilato verifietb, that 
svithout lawes we fhould live like beaffes.Our {pirit is a vagabond, dangerous,and fond-hardy 
implement ; It is very hard to ioyne order and meafure ro it. In my time; fuch as have any 
rare excellency above others,or extraordinary vivacity,we fee chem almoft all fo lavith and 
unbridled in licence of opinions & manners,as it may be counted a wonder to find any one 


| fettled & fociable, There is great reafon why the fpirit of man fhould be fo ftriétly embara 
red. In his ftudy,as in all chings elfe, hemuft have his fteps numbred and ordered. The li- 


mits of his purfuire mutt becutout by art. He is bridled and fetteredwith,and by religi- 
ons,lawes, cuftomes, knowledge, precepts, paines and recompences, both mortall and im- 
mortall;yet we fec him,by meanes of his volubiliry and diffolution efcape all chefe bonds. 
Ic isa vainebody, that hath no way about him tobe feized on, or cut off:a diverfeand de- 
formed body,on which neither knot nor hold may be fattened. Verily there are few foules, 
fo orderly, fo conftant, and fo well borne,as may be trufted with their owne conduét, and 
may with moderation, and without raflanes,failein the liberty of their judgments beyond 
common opinions. Itis more expedient to give fome body the charge & tuition of them. 
Thefpirit isan outragions glavve, yea even to his owne poffe(for, except behave the grace, Bery or 
derly & difercetly to arme bimfelfe therewith, And there is no beaftsto whom one may 
more juftly apply a blinding bord,to keepe her fight in,and force herlooke to her footing, 
and keepe from ftraying here and there, without che crackewhich ufe and lawes trace her 


out. Therefore fall ic be bercer for youto clofe and bound your felves inthe accuftomed 
path: 
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unbridled licence, But if any one of 
ingenious before you,at the ch arge 
ue, which daily more and more 
e neceflity be a let, tha 
the contagion of his venot {nei offend you nor your affiftance.The liberty then 
and the jollity of cheir ancient {pirits broughr forch many different Seéts of opinions, in 
Philofophy and humane Sciences:every one undertaking to judge and chufe,(o he might 
raifea fation. But now that men walke all one way: Qui certis quibufdam deftinati{que fen- 
rentiys addifle e& confecraté [unt ut etiam, quae Hon probant,cogantur defendere:Who are additled G- 
confecrated tocertaine fet & fore-decreed opinions,(o as they are enforced to maintaine thofe things 
which they prove er approve not: And that wee receive Arts by civill authority and appoinr. 
ment:So that Schooles have but one patterne,alike circumfcribed difcipline & infticution; 
no man regardeth more what coines weigh and ar€ worthsbut every man in his turne recej. 
veth them according to the value,chat commog approbati6 and {ucceflion allottech chem: 
Men difpute no longer of che alloy, but of the ufe. So are all things {pent and vented alike. 
Phyfike is received as Geometry:and Jugling tricks, enchamtments, bonds, the commerce 
of deceafed {pirits,prognoftications,domifications,yea even this ridiculous,wit & wealth. 
confuming perfuite of che Philofophers ftone,all is emploied and urtcred without contradi- 
ion. Ic fufficeth to know, that AZars his place lodgeth in the middle of the hands triangle; 
that of Venus in the Thumme; and AZercaries in the lictle finger : and whenthe rable-line 
curtech the teachers rifing, itis a figne of crueley:When it failech under the 1 
atid that the naturall Median-linemakes an angle with thevitall,underthe fame fide.it isa 
figne of amiferable death: And when a womans naturall line is open,and clofes not it angle 
with che vicall, it evidently denores that fhe will not be very chaft, } call your felfe co wit 
nefle, if with chis Science onely,a man may not paffe wich reputation and favour among all 
companies. Theophrastus was wont to fay chaemans knowledge, direéted by the fenfe, 
might judge of the caufes of things,unto a certain meafure,but being come tothe extreans 
& firft caufes, ir muft necetfarily ftay,and be blunted or abated;eicher by reafon of it’s weak- 
neffe,orof the things difficulty. It is an indifferent and pleafing kind of opini6,to thinke , 
shat ourfufficiency may bring usto the knowledge of (ome things,and hath certaine mea- 
{ures of power, beyond which it’s temerity to employ it.This opinié is plaufible,&broughe 
in by way of compofitié :bur it is hard to give our fpiric any limits,being very curious && 
greedy ,& not tied co ftay rather ata thoufand,then at fifty {paces. Having found by experi - 
énce,that if one had miftroattaine unto fome one thing, another hath come unto ic,& thae 
which onc agenever knew,theage fucceeding hath found out:and thatSciences and Arts 
are notca(tin a mold, but rather by little & little formed & thaped by ofté handling & pol- 
lifhing them over:even as beares fafhiontheir yong whelps by often licking them: what my 
ftrength cannot difcover, I ceafe not to found & try: & in handling & kneading this:new 
matter, & with removing and chafing it,1 open fome faculty for him chat fhall tollow me ‘ 
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{preds it felfe in your Court:,this_ prefervative will inany excre 
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that with more eafe he may enioy the{ame, and make it rore facile, more fuppleand more 


pliable: ut hymettia [ole 
Ceraremolle{cit trattatague pollice,mwltas 
Vertitur in facies ipfoque fit vrilts U[te 
As the beft Bees wax melecth by theSun, 
And handling, into many formes doth run, 
Andis made aptly fir, 
For ufe,by ufing ic. 

As muchwill the fecond do for the third, which is 2.caufe that difficulty doth not make 
me de{paire, much leffe my unability:for it is but mine owne, Man is as well capable’ of all 
things, as of fome. And if(as Theophrastus faith)he avow the ignorance of the firft caules Be 
beginnings, let him hardly quit all the reftof his knowledge, If his foundation faile him, 
his difcourfe is overchrowne, The di(pute hath no other (copesand to enquire,no other end, but 
he principles:1f this end ftay not hiscourfe, he cafteth him{elfe into an infinite irrrefolutié. 
Non poteft aliua aliomagts minti{qne comptehendi,quoniam onsnines rerum und eff definitio com: 
orehendendiy One thing can neither more nor leffe be comprehended then another fince of all things 
riere 18 one definition of comprehending Now itis likely, that if the foule knew any thing, a 
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firtt knew her (elfes and if fhe knew any without and be fides her felfe, it mufi be her vaile 
and body before any thing elfe, If even at this day the Gods of Phyficke are {cene to wrane 
gle about our Anatomie, 

Matlcsber in Treiam, pro Troia ftabat Apolo, 

Apollo ftood for Troy, 

ai Ovid. Trift, i. 1s Uslcan Troy to deftroy. 

a i ele 2656 when fhall we expeét that chey will be agreed? Weare neerer, unto our felves, then ig 

whitenetfe unto (now,or weight unto a ftone. If vain know not bim/elfe, how can bee knew bis 

funtlions and forces? \cis not by fortune that fome true notice doth not lodge with us, bur 

Hi by hazard. And forafmuch as by the fame way, fafhion and condu@, crrours are received 

| into our foule, fhe hath not wherewithal co diftinguith them, nor whereby to chulé the 
i] truth from falfhood. The Academikes received fome inclination of judgmene, and found 

I ] it over raw, to fay, ic was no more likely fnow fhould be white then blacke, and that wee 

i fhould beno more alfured of che mowing ofa ftone, which goeth from our hand, : then of 

thar of the eighth Spheare. And toavoidthis difficultie and ftrangenefle, which in truth 

cannot but hardly lodge in our imagination, howbeit they eftablifh, chat we were no way 

i ai! capable of knowledge, and that truth is engulfed in the deepeft Abyfles, where mans fight 

} i] can no way enters yet avowed they fome thingsto be more likely and poflible then others, 

Bie and received this faculty in their judgement, that they might rather sncline to one appa- 

rance thento another. They allowed her this propenfion, interdi€ting her all refolution. 

| The Pyrrhonians advile is more hardy,and therewithall more likely For this Acadcmicatl 


inclination, & this propenfion rather to one then another propofition, what elfe is it,thena 

reacknowledging of fome apparant truth, in this than in that?J£ our underftanding be capa- 

i ble of the forme,of the lineaments, of the behaviour & face of truthsit might as well fee it all 
Hi compleat;as but halfe,growing and imperfeét. For this apparance of verifimilitude, which 
i makes them rather takethe left then cheright hand,doe you augmentit; this one ounce of 
iy Hil, . likelihood, whichturnesthe ballance, doe you multiply it, by a hundred, nay by 2 thou- 
i i C. {and ounces; it willinthe end come to pafley that the ballance will abfolutely refolveand 
conclude one choice and perfeét truth.But how doc they fufter chemfelves to be made tra- 
il able by liklihood, if they know not truth? How kuow they the femblance of that, whereof they 


i Py underftand not the efsence? Hither we are able to judgeabfolurely, or abfolutely we cannorJf 
Hy al} our intelle@tuall and fenfible faculties are without ground or footing, if they but hullup && 
iy il downe and drive with the wind, for nothing fuffcr we our judgment to be caried away to 


) i any part of their operation, what apparance {oever it fecmeth toprefent us with. And the 
i if _. ___.. fureft & moft happy fituetion of our underftanding fhould be thar, where wichout any tot- 
Wl ni CiteAcéds 4-1-4 serving ox agitation it might maintaine it felfefetled,upright andinflexible, Inter vi/a,vera, 
i} . ant fal{a,ad aniusi afsenfam, nihil intercf?. Thereis no difference betwixt true and fal/e vifiont,con- 
j . cerning the mindes afsents That things lodge not inus in their proper forme and eflence,and 

| ay make not their entrance into us,of their owne power and authority we [ec it moft evident- 
ly. For ifit were fo,we would reecivethem all alike > wine fhould be fuch in aficke mans 
mouth,as in a healthy mans.He whofe fingers are chopt through cold,and fliffe or benums 


i med with froft,fhould find the fame hardnetJe in che wood or iron he might handle, which 


i 2 A : 

i ie another doth. Then ftrange fubjetts yecld unto our mercy,and lodge with us according 
i to our pleafure. Now iffon our patt we receive any thing without alecration; if mans hold- 
Ne fafts were capable and fufficiently powerfull,by our proper meanes to {eize on «ruth, thofe 


| meanes being common to all;chis truth would fucceflively remove it felfe from oncroano- 
i ther. And of fo many things as are in the world, at leaft one fhould be found, that by anuni- 
i verfall confent fhould be beleeved of all, But that no propofition is feenc, which is not con- 
troverfied and debated amongft us,or that may not be,declareth plainly,chat our judgmens iJ 
doth not abfolutly and clearly {eize on that which it feizeth:for my judgment cannot make 


; my fellowes judgment to receive the fame : which is a figne,that I have feized upon it by 
ii fome other meanethen by a naturall power in meor other men, Leave we apart this infi- 
i nite confution of opinions, which is feene amongft Philofophers themfelves,and this uni 


| : verfall and perpetuall difpuration,in and concerning the knowledge of things. 

For it is moft truly prefuppofed, that men(I meane the wiseft,the beft borne,yea and the 
moft fufficient)do never agro¢sno. ner fo much that heavé is over our heads:F or they who 
‘ ora pia Sand te ij Sac te pee doubr 
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doubt ofall {doe alfo doubr of this: and fuch as affirme,that we cannot’ conceive any thing, 
fay,we havenovconceivd whether heaven beoverour heads: which twoopinions are in 
number( without any comparifon)the moft forcible. Befides this diverfity and infinite divi- 
fion, by reafon of the rrouble which our owne judgement layeth upon our {elves , and the 
uncertainty which every man findes in himfelfe,it may maniteftly be perceived,thae this fi- 
tuation is very uncertaine and unftaid. How diverfly:judge we of things? How often 
change we our phantafies?W hat I hold & beleeve this day,Ibeleeve and hold with all my 
beléefe: all my implements, fprings and motions, embrace and clafpe this opinion, and to 
the utmoft of their power warrant the fame: I could noc poflibly embrace any verity, noi 
with moreaffurance keepeit, then I doe this. lam wholy and abfolutely given to it - but 
hath ienot beene my fortune,nor once, but a hundred, nay a thoufand times, nay daily, to 
have embraced fome other thing, withthe very fame inftruments and condition, which up- 
on better advife I have afterward judged falle? 4 man fhonla at the leaf? become wile, at his 
owne coft, & learne by others barmes.1f under this colour I have often found my felfe deccived, 
ifmy Touch-ftone be commonly found falfe & my ballance vn-even & uniuft; What affu- 
rancemay | more take of it at this time,then at others?Isitnot folly inme, to fuffer my felfe 
fo ofren to be beguiled & conzened by one guide? Nevertheleffe, let fortune remove us 
fivehundred tittes from our place,let her doe nothing ‘bur unceflantly empry and fill, as 
in a veflell, other and other opinions in our mind, the prefent and laft is alwaies fuppofed 
certaineand infallible. For this muft a man leave goods, honour, life,ftate,health and all: 
pofterior res sHaveperta 

Perdit; & immutat fenfis ad priftina queque. 

The latcer thing deftroies all found before; 

And alters fenfeat all thing slik’d of yore, 

W haefoeveris cold us,and what ever‘we learne,we fhould ever remember,it is man,who 
deliverethjand-man that receivech: It is a mortall hand ,that prefenrs it,and a mortall hand; 
chat receives ir, »Oncly things which come to us from heaven,have right and authority of 
perfwafion,andmarkes of cruch : Which we neither {ee with our eyes, nor receive by our 
mieanes:this facred and great image would be of no foree in fo wretched a Manfion, except 
God prepare it to that ufe and purpofe,unlet{e Ged by his particular grace and {upernaturall 
favor, reforme & ftrengthé the fame. Our fraile & defe€tive condition ought at leaft make 
us demeane our {elves thore moderately,and more circumfpe€tly in our changes. We fhould 
remember,that whatfoever we receivein our underftanding, we often receive falfe things, 
and that ic is by the fame ifftruments, which many times contradict & deceive themfelves. 
And no marvell if chey contradiét themfelves, being fo eafie to encline, & upon very flight 
occafions fubjeétro waver anid turne, Certaine it is, charour apprehenfion,our judgement, 
and our foules faculties in genérall, doe fuffer according to the bodies motions and alterati- 
ons,which are continual], Have we not our fpirits more vigilant,our memori¢ more ready, 
and our difcourfes more lively in time of health then in fickeneffe? Doth not ioy and blithe 
neife make us receive the fubjeéts,that prefentthemfelv’s unto ourfoule,wich another kind 
of counrenance,then lowring vexati6, and drooping melancholy doth ? Doc you imagine, 
that Catullus or Sapboes ver{es, delight and pleafe an old coverous Chuff-penny wretch, as 
they doa lufty & vigorous yong-man?C/eomenes the fonne of Anaxandridas being fick ,his 
friends reproved him,faying,he had new ftrange humors,and unufuall phancafies:Iris not 
unlikely (anfwered he )for,I am not the man I was went tobe inthe time of health: But be- 
ing other, fo are my fantafies & my humors.In the rabble cafe-canvafing of our plea-courts 
this by-word, Gandeat de bona fortuna, Let him soy in his good fortune, ismuch in ule, and is 
fpoken of criminall offendors, who happen to meete with Iudges infomemildetemper, ot 
well-pleafed mood. For it is moft certaine that in times of condemnati6,the ludges doome 
or fentence is (ometimes perecived to be morefharpe, mercilefle and forward, andat other 
times more tractable, facile,and enclined to fhadow or excafe an offence,according as he is 
well or ill plea(¢d in mind. A man that commeth out of his houfe troubled with the paine 
of the gout,vexed with jealoufy,or angry that his fervant hath robbed him,& whole mind 
is overcome with griefe,and plunged with vexation,and diftra€ted with anger,there is not 
queftion to be made but his judgement isat that inftant much diftempred,and much tranf- 
ported that way, That venerable Senate of the Areopagiter, was wowr te judge ana —_— 
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by wight, for feare the fight of rhefuters might corrups jufisces The ayreit {elfe, and the cleare. 
nes of the firmament, doth forebode us fome change and alreration.of weather, as faith 
that Grecke verfe in Cicero, 

Tales {unt hominum mentes, quals pater ipfe 

Lupiter autlifera luftravit lampade terras. 

Such aremens mindes,as with increafefull light 

Our father Jove farvaics the world in fight ) 

It is not oncly fevers,drinkes and great accidents,that ovet-whelme ourjudgement: The 
leaft things in the world wil curne it copfieturvie, And although wefeeleic hot,it it netto: 
bee doubted, if a continuall ague may in the end fuppreffe our mind,a tertian'will alfo (ace 
cording to her meafure and proporrion) breed fome alteration in ir.If an A poplexie doth al. 
together flupifie, and extinguifh the light of our underftanding,ic is nocto be doubted bur 
acold and rhume will likewife dazle che fame.':And by con{equence, hardly fhall a man jn 
all his life find one houre, wherein our judgement may alwaies be found in his right byafe, 
eur body being fubjeét to fo many continuall alrerations, and ftuft with/{o diverstorts 
of ginncs & motions; that, giving credit to Phyfitions, it is very hardco.find Onc in pars 
feét plight,and that doth not alwaies miftake his marke and fhute wide. As for the reft, this 
difeafe 1s not fo eafily difcovered,except, it be altogether extreame and remedileffe; forafa 
much as reafon marcheth ever crooked, halting and broken-hipt ; and.with falfhood as 
withtrath , Andtherefore itis very hard co difcover her miftaking, and diforder, Lalwaies 
call reafon, that apparance or fhew ol difcourfess which every man devifeth or forgeth in 
himfelfe ; That reafon, of whofe condition, there may be a hundred, one contrary to ano- 
ther, about one felfe famne fubje& : Ic is an inftrument of lead and Wax, ftretehing, pliable, 
and that may be fitted to all byafes, and {qiared to:all meafures + There remaines nothing 
buc the skill and fufficiency to know howto turne and winde the fame, How well foever 
a Tudge meaneth and what good mind fo ever hebearcth, if diligent eare be not given un- 
to him(co which few ammufe themfelves)his inclination unto freindfhip,unto kindred,un« 
to beauty,andunte revenge,and not onely matcers of fo weighty confequence, but this in- 
nated & cafuall inftin@, which makes us co favour one thing more then another,& encline 
to one man more then to another, and which ‘withour any leave of reafon, giveth us the 
choife, in two like fubjcés, or fome fhadow of like vanity,may infenfibly infiauate in his 
judgment the commendation and applaufe, or disfavour and difallowance ofa caufe, and 
give the ballanceatwitch. I that neareft prie into my felfe and who have minceyes unces+ 
fancly fixt upon me,as one that hath not much elfe to doe ele where, 

quis {ab Arfto 

Rex gelide metuatur ore, 

Luid Tyridatem terreat,unice 

Securust, 

Onely fecure,who in cold coaft 

Vader the North-pole rules the roft, 

And there is fear’d; or what would fright, 

And Tjridates purto flight. 
dare very hardly report the vanity & weakneiTc I feele in my felfe. My footis fo flaggering 
& unftable, and I finde it fo ready co trip,and fo eafie co ftumblesand my fight is fo dimme 
and viicertaine, that fafting I find my felfe other then full fed: If my healch applaud me, 
orbutthe calmenefle of one faire day finile upon me,then am Ia lufty gallanc;but if a corne 
wring my toe, thenam J pouting, unpleafantand hard to be pleafed. One {ame pace of a 
horfe is fometimes hard ,and fometimes eafie unto me; and one fame way , one time fhorr, 
another time long and wearifome ; and one fame forme, now more, now leffe agreeable && 
pleafing to me: Sometimes Iam apt co doc any thing’; and other times fit to doe nothing: 
What now is pleafing to me, within a while after will be paineful. There are athoufand in- 
difcreet and cafuallagitations in me, Either a melancholy humour poffetfeth me, or a cho- 
lericke paflion {waieth me , which having fhaken off, fometimes frowardneffe and peevifh- 
nefle hath predominancy, and other times gladnes and blithneffe. overrule me. If Ichance 
co take a booke in hand, I fhallinfome pallages perceive fome excellent graces, & which 
ever wound me to the foule-with delight; bus lec me lay icby, and read him another 
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time; lec me turne and tole himas | lift, ler mie apply and manage him as! wil 
it an unknowne and fhapeleffe matle. Even inmy writings, I fhall nor ac all times finde che 
tracke, or ayre’of my firlt imaginations; I wor not my felfe whiae I would have (aid,& thalk 
Vvexe and fret my {elfe in corredting and giving a new (eric ro. chem, becaulel have perad- 
venture forgotren or loft che former, which happily was betcer.| do but come and goe;my 
judgement doth not alwaies goc forward, but is ever floring, and wa ndering, 
~velut minnta magne 

Deprenfa ndvis tn mari vefaniente vento, 

Much like a pettieskiffe, that’s taken (hort 

Ina grand Sea, when winds doe make mad {port. 

Many times (as commonly’it is my hap to doe) having for exercife and fport-fake un- 
derraken ro maintaine an opinion contrari¢ to mine,my minde apply ing & turning ic felfe 
thar way.doth foie me unto ir, as I finde no more the reafon of my former conceit,and fo I 
leave ir. Wherel encline.chere I enrertaine- my felfe, how foever it be,and am caried away 
by mine owne weight. Every man could neer-hand {ay as much of hirnfelfe,would he but 
locke inro himfelfe as I doe. ‘Preachers know, that che emotion, which furprifeth them, 
whilftthey are in their earneft fpeech,doth animare them towards beliefe, & chat being ati- 
gric We more violently give our felvesro defend our propofition emprincit inour felves, 8 
embrace the fame with more vehemencieand approbation, then we did, being in our rem: 
perate and repoled fenfe, Yourclace fimply your cafe unto a Lawyer; he anfwers faltring 
& doubrfully unto ir, whereby you perceive it is indifferent unto him to defend either this 
or chat fide, all is one co bim: Have you paid him will, have you given hima good baite or 
fee, to make him earneftly apprehend it,beginnes he tobe enterefled ia the matter, is his 
will moved, or his minde enflamed ? Then will his reafon be moved, and his knowledge 
enflamed with all. See chen an apparant and undoubted truth prefents it felfe to his urider- 
ftanding, wherein he difcovers a new light,and beleeves itia good footh,and fo perfwades 
himfelfe.Shall 1 cell you? I wot not whether the heate proceeding of fpight and obfti- 
naci¢, againft the impreflion and violence of a magiftrace,and of danger: or the intereft of 
reputation, have induced {ome mar.,to mainetaine,even in the Gery flames the opinion,for 
which amongft his friends, and at libertic, he would never have beene moved, nor have 
ventred his fingers end. The motions and fits which our foule receiveth by corporall 
paffions, doe greatly prevaile in her,but more her owne; with which it is fo fully poflett, 
as happily it may be maintained, the hath no other way,or motion, then bythe blaft of her 
windes, and that withouctcheir agitation, the fhould remaine without ation, as a thip at 
Sea, which the winds have utterly forfaken. And he who (hould maintaine thar, following 
the Peripatetike faétion, fhould offer us no great wrong, fince ic is knowne,that the greats{t 
number of the foules actions, proceede and have neede of thisimpulfion of paflion, valor 
(‘ay they) cannot'be perfeéted without the afliftance of choler. 

Semper Aiax fortis, forti{fimustamen in furore. 
Aiax every valor had, 
Moftthen, whemhe was moft mad, 

Nor doth any man run violently enough upon the wicked, or his enemies, except he be 
throughly angricjand they are of opinion, that an Advocateor Counfeller at.che barre,to 
haue the caufe goe on his fide, & to have Iuftice at che ludges hands, doth firft endevor to 
provoke himto anger. Longing-defires moved Themiftocles, and urged Demoftheues, and 
have provoked Philofophers,to long cravels,to tedious watchings,and tolingring perepri- 
nations ; and leadeus to honours,to do&trine,and to healthyall profitable refpeéts, And this 
demitienes of the foule,in {uffering molcftation & tedionfnes,ferverh to no other purpofe, 
but to breed repentance, and caufe penitence in our con{ciences; and for our punifhment 
tofecieche fcourge of God, andthe rod of politicke corre€tion. Compaflion ferveth ‘as a 
fling unto clemencie,and wifdome ro preferve and governe our felvesjis by our owne feare 
rouzed up; and how many noble aftions,by ambition, how many by prefumiption ? To 
conclude, no eminent or glorious vertne, canbe without [ome immoderate and irregular agitation, 
May not this be one of the reafons, which moved the Epicurians, co difcharge God of all 
care and thought of our affaires:*Forformuchas che very effeéts of his goodnes, cannot exe 
ercife them/elves towards us, without difturbing his reft,by meanes of the paflions, which 
are 
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are as motives and {olicitations, dire&ting the foule to. vertuous aétions ? Or have they 
thought ocherwife é& také them as cempefts,which fhamfully Jead aftray the foule {rom hir 
reft & tranquillitie?V¢ mares tranquillitas inteliigstur,nulla ne minima quidensactr a flutlss come 
movente: Sic anim quicius & placatius ftatus cernitur, quam perturbatso nulla eft,qua  OVETEgUen 
at. os we conceive the Seas calmene{[e,whennot fo much as theleaft pirling wind deth flirrethe 
waves, (ois a peaceable repofed fate of the mind thenfeene,when there 15 no perturbation, whereby it 
may be moved, W hat differences of fenfe and reafon, what contrarictic of imaginations,doth 
the diverfitie of our paffions prefent unto us? What a(furance may we thé take of fo uncon- 
ftanc and wavering a thing, fubjeé by its owne condition tothe power of trouble, never 
marching buta forced and borrowed pace?If our judgement be in the hands of fickenes it- 
felfe,and of perturbationsif by rafhnelle and folly it be retained.to receive the impreflion of 
things, what affurance may we expeé at his hands? Dares notPhilofophic thinke that_men 
produce their greateft effeéts, and neercft approching to divinity, when they are befides 
chemfelves, furious,and madde 2? We amend our felves by the privation of reafon, and by 
her drooping, The two naturall waies, to enter the cabinet of the Gods, and there to. fore. 
feethe courfeof rhe deftinies, are furie and fleepe, Thisisvery pleafing co be confidered. 
By thediflocation that paflions bring unto our reafon, we become vertuous; by cheextir- 
pation which either fury or the image of death bringeth us, we become Prophets and Di- 
vines. I never belecved it more willingly, Ic is a meere divine in{piration, that {acred truth 
hath in(pired ina Philofophicall fpirit, which egainft his propofition exaétech from him; 
chat the quiet ftate of our foule,the beft-fercled eftate, yea the healthfulleft char Philofophy 
canacquire unto it,is not the beft eftate. Onr vigilancie is more drouzie, then fleepe itfelfe : 
Our wifedomeleffe wife, then folly ;our dr eames of more worth then our difcourfes, The worl place 
wecan take, is in our felves. But thinks it nor,that we haveche forefight comarke, that the 
voice, which the {pirit uttrech, when he isgone frem man, fo cleare lighted, fo great, and 
fo perfeét, and whulft he isin man, focarthly, fo ignorant, and fo overclouded, is a voice 
proceeding from, the{pirit,which is in earthly, ignorant, and overclouded man;and there; 
forea truftles and net to be-beleeved voice?] have no great experience in thele violent agi- 
tations, being of a foft and dull complexion; the greateft part of which , without giving it 
leafure to acknowledge her felfe,doe fodainely furprife our foule.But thar paflion,whichin 
yong mens harts is faied, co be produced by idlenes, although it march but leafurely, and 
with a meafured progrefle,doth evidently prefent to chofe,that have aflaid to. oppofe chem: 
{elvesagainft her endevour, the powerof checonverfionand alteration, which our judge- 
ment fuftereth. | have fome tinses enterprifed to arme my felfe with arefolution to abide, 
refift,and fuppretle the fame. For,] am fo farre from being in their ranke,that call and allure 
vices,that unlefle chey entertaine me, I {carcely follow them, I fele it, mauger my reliftance, 
to breed,co growe,and to augment;and in the end being in perfeét health, and cleare figh- 
ted,to feize upon & poffeffe me;in fuch fort,that,as in drunkennes,the image of things be- 
gan to appeare unto me,otherwifethen ic was wont: I faw the advantages of the fubjcét I 
fought after, evidently to {welland growe greater, and much to encreafe by the winde of 
my imagination; andthe difficulties of my enterprifero become more eafie and plaine; & 
my difcourfeand con{cience to fhrinke and draw-backe. Bucthat fire being evaporated all 
on a fodaine,as by the flafhingof a lightning , my fouletoreaflume an otherfight, another 
flace,& other jadgement. The difficulcie in my retreace feemed great & invincible, & the 
very fame things,of another tafte & fhew,than the fervency of defire had prefented them 
unto me. And.which more truely, Pyrrbo cannot tell. We are never without fome infirmi- 
ty.Fevers have theit heat, & their cold : from the effeéts of a burning paflion, we fall into 
the effeéts ofa chilling paffion. Somuchas I had caft my felfe forward, {o much do Fdraw 
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Nuncrnitad terras,fcopuli{g, (uperjacitundam, 
Spumeus, extremsamé, finu perfundst arenam, 
Nunc rapidus retro,atg, efiurevolutareforbens 
Saxa,fugit, littn(G, vedo labenterelinguit. 

As th’Ocean flowing,ebbing in due courfe, 

To land now ruhhes, foming throw’'s his fource 
On rocks, therewith bedewes the urmoftfand, 
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Now {wift return’s,the ftores rould backe from ft and 
By tide refack’s,foord failing,leaves che land. 

Now by the knowledge of my volubilitie,I have by accidence engendred fome conftan- 
cy of opinions in my felfe;yea have not fo much altered my frit and naturall ones. For, Whac 
apparance foever there be in novelty, Ido not eafily change,for feare Ifhould lofe by the 
bargaine: Andfince I am not capablero chufe, brake the choife from others; andkeepe 
my {elfe in the feace, thar God hath placed me in. Elfe could I hardly keepe my felfe from 
continual rowling. Thus have I by the grace of God preferved my felfe whole(witheura 

gitation or trouble of con{cience }in the ancient beliete of our religion,in the middeft of fo 
many feéts and divifions, which our age hath brought forth, The writings of the ancient 
fathers(Imeane the good, thefolide,and the ferious )doe tempt,and in amannerremove me 
which way they 1. Him that Iheare feemeth ever the moft forcible, Ifinde them everie 
one in his turne to have reafon, although they contrary one another. Thatfacilicy which 


good witts have to prove any thing they pleafe,likely;and that chere is nothing fo ftrange, 
bue chey will undetrake to fet fo gooda gloffe on it,as it fhall eafily deceive a fimplicity like 
unto mine, doth manifeftly thew the weaknetfe of their proofe. The heavens and the pla- 
nets have moved thele three thoufand yeares,& all the world belecved as much, untill C/e- 
anthesthe Samia#,or elfe (according to Theophraftus) Nicetas the Syracufian tooke upon hint 
to maintaine, it was the earth thac moved, by the oblique circle of the Zodtake, turning a- 
bout heraxelltree. And in our daics Copernicus hath fo well grounded this doétrine, that 
hee doth'very orderly fit it to all Aftrologicall confequences, W hat fhall we reape by it, but 
only that wee neede not caré, which of the two it be? And who knoweth whethera thou- 
fand yeares hencea third opinion will rife,which happily fhall overthrow chef¢ two prace 
dent? Sic volucnda etas Commutat tempora rerun, 
O uodaue fait pretio; fit nullo denique bonore, 
Porro alited [uccedit é contemptibus exit, 
Inque dies m gts appetitur, floretque vepertum 
Landibus,et miro eft mortales inter honore. 
So age to be paft-over alter’s times of things + 
What carft was moft efteem’d, 
Atlaft nought-worth is deem’d: 
Another then fucceeds,and from comtempt upfprings, 
1s daily more defir'd,lowreth as found but thea 
Wich praife and wondrous honor among ft mortall men 
So when any new doétrineis reprefented unto us,we have great caufeto fufpectit, & to 
éonfider, how, before ic was invented, the contrary unto ir was in credits andas that hah 
beenereverfed by this latter, athird ifivention may paradventure fucceed in after-ages, 
which in like fort thall front the fecond, Before the principles, which efriftotle found out, 
werein credit, other principles contented mans reafon, as bis doe now contentus. What 
learning have thefe men, what particular riviledge.that the cour{e of our invention fhould 
rely only upon them, and chat the poffellon of our beleife fhall for ever hereafter belong 
tothem? They are no more exempted from being reje&ted, then were their fore-fathers. 
Ifany man urge me with a new Argument, it isinmetoimagine, thacif Icannet anfwere 
it,another can. For, to believe all apparenees, which we cannot refolve, is meere fimplicitic. Ic 
would chen follow; thar all che common fort { whereof we arc all part ) fhould have his be- 
liefe turning and winding likea weather-cocke: For; his foule being foft,and without refi- 
ftance,fhould unceffantly be enforced to receive new and admit other impreffions: the lat- 
ter ever defacing the precedents trace. Hethat perceiveth himfclfe weake,ought to an{wer, 
according tolaw termes, that he will conferre with hislearned counfel, or elie referre him 
felfe be the wifelt,from whom he hath had his prentifefhip. How long is ic fince Phyficke 
came firft into the World?Icis reported chat a new ftart-up fellow, whom they call Pagacel- 
fus,changeth & fubvertethall the order of ancient, & fo long time received ruless& main 
taineth that untill this day it hach only fervedto kill people.I thinke he will ealily verity ic. 
But Puppole it were no great wifedome to hazard my life upon the trial of his newelang - 
beleeve all men, faith the precept, fince every man waay fay allthings. 
and P hyficall reformations 
told 


led experience, We muft not 
Ir isnotlong fince, that one of thefe profetfours of noye|tics, 
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told me,that all our forefathers had notorioufly abufed themfelves in the nature and meti- 
ons of the winds, which, if I fhould liften unto him,he would manifeftly make me perceive, 
After { had with fome patience givé attendance to bis Arguments, which were indeed full 
of likelyhood ,1 demanded of him,whether they that failed according toT heopbrastus his 
Lawes,went we(tward,when they bent their. courfe Eaftwar d2Or whether they failed fide. 
ling,or backward?Icis forrune,anfwered he,but fo it isthey tooke their marke amiffe: To 
whom I then replied,that I had rather followthe effeéts,then his reafon, They are things 
thar often fhock togerher:and it hath beene told mee,that in Geometry ( which fuppofeth 
to have gainedthe high point of certainty amongftall {ciences)there arefound unavoida- 
ble Demonftrations,and which fubvert the truth of all experience: As Lames Peletser tolde 
mein mine ownc houfe,that he had found out two lines, bending their courfe one towards 
another,as if chey would meet and ioyne together snevertheletfe he affirmed, that evenune 
troinfinity,thcy could never come to touch one another. Andthe Pyrrkonians ufecheir Ay- 
guments,and Reafon, but to deftroy theapparance of experience: And it isa wonder to fee 
how far the fupplencife of our reafon,hath inthis defigne followed them,to refift the evi- 
dence of effcéts:For,they affirme,that we move not,that we fpeake not, that there is ne 
weight,nor heat, with the fame force of arguing ,that wee averre the moft likelieft things, 
Prolomey, who was an excellent man, had eftablifhed the bounds of the world;All ancient 
Philofophers have thought they hada perfea meafure thereof,except it were certaine {cate 
cered Hands, which might efcape their knowledge: It had beene co Pyrrhonizea thoufand 
ycares agoe,liad any man gone about to make a queftion of the art of Cofmography : and 
the opinions that have beene received therof,of all men in general: Tt had beene flat here- 
fie toayvouch,that there were Antipodes, See how in our age an infinite grcarnefie of firme 
land hath beene difcovered, not an Iland onely, nor one pagticular country, but a part in 
greatneffe very neere equall unto that which weknew. Ourmoderne Geographers ceafe 
not co afirme,chat now allis found,and all is difcovered; 

Nam quoa adeft prafto,placet em pollere ViAErUr, 

For, what is prefenc here, 

Scemes ftrong,isheld moft deare, 
he queftion is now, if Ptesomey was hertofore deceived in the grounds of his reafon, whe~ 
er t folly in me,to truft what thefe lare fellowes fay of it,and whether it benor 
this huge body, which we terme the World, is another manner of thing, 
than We judge it."Plato {aith,that it often changeth his countenance, that the Heaven ,the 
Starres, and the Sunne do fomeimes re-enverfethe motion we perceivein them, changing 
the Batt intothe Weft. The Agyptia priefts cold Herodotvs,that fincecheit irftKing,which 
wascleavé thoufand and odde yeares (when they made him feethe pi€tures of all cheir for- 
mer Kings, drawneto thelifein ftatues )che Sun had changed his courfe foure times: That 
the fea and the earth doeenterchangeably chasgeone into another; that the worlds bitthis 
undetermined: The like faid_Arsfrotle and (cere, And fome one amongftus averreth, that it 
is altogether evernall,mortal, & new reviving againe, by many viciflitudes, calling Salomon 
and E/ay to witnetle: toavoid thefe oppofitions,that God hath fometimes been.a Creator 
without ‘a creature:that /he hath beene idle; that he hath unfaid his idleneffe,by fecting his 
hand to this worke,and that by. confequende he isfubje€tunto change.In the moft famous 
Schooles of Greece, the Worldisreputed a God, framed by another. greatcr and mightier 
God,& is compofed of abody anda foule, which abideth in his centre, {preading it (tife by 
Mutficall numbers unto his circumference, divine, thrife-happy, very great, moft wife and 
eternall, In it aresother Gods, astheSea,the Earth, and Plants, which mutually encertaine 
one another with an harmonious and perpetuall agitation & celeftiall dance;(omeime mees 
ting, other times farre-fundering themfelves.; now hiding, then thewing themfelves ;and 
changing place,now forward, now backward: Herachtes firmly maintained,thatthe World 
was compofed of fire, and by the Deftinies order, it fhould one day burftforth into flames, 
and be {o confumed into cinders,and another day it fhould be new borneagaine, Anded= 
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eAlexander weit unto his mother the narration of an Aigypcian Prieft, drawne from out 
cheir monuments, witneffing the antiquitic of hat Nation, infinice 5 aad c6prehending the 
birth and progre([e of their countries to the life,.¢scero and Diodorus {aid in their daies,that 
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eyeares, Ariftorle, Plinie; 
nd Plato faith, thacthofe 
1ouland yeares,& that che rowne of 
eAthens,was buile a thoufand ycares beforethe citey of Sais; Epics chat atone (ame time, 
amie fafhi6, in divers 
kad he feene the fimilitudes 
&. corre(pondencies of this new-foand world of the Weft Indiaes, with ours, both pre. 
fent & paft,by fo many ftrange examples, Traly,when I confider what hath followed ou: 
Jearning by the courfe of this cerreftiall policie, I have divers times wondered at my {elfe,to 
feein fo greata diftance of times & places, the fimpathy or jumping of fogreat a number of 
popular and wilde opinions, and of extravagane cuftomes and beliefes;and which by no 
meanes feeme to hold with our naturall difcourfe.Mans{pirit is 2 wonderfull-worker of mi- 
racles.Buc this relatié hath yet a kind of Lwet not what more Hererecliteswhich is found 
bothin names,and in a thoufand other things. For there were found Nations, which (as fat 
as we know) had never heard of us, where circumceifion was held in requeft; where great 
{tates & common wealths were maintained onely by women, &no men? Where out fats & 
Lent was reprefenced adding theruntotheabftinence from women;whereour ¢roiles were 
feverall waiesimgreat efteeme;In fome placesthey adorned & honored 
with them, & elfewher, efpecially chat of Saint Andrew,they employed to fhield themfelves 
from nightly vifions, and to lay chem upon childrens couches,as good againft enchant- 
ments & witch-crafts:In another place, they found one made of wood, of an exceeding 
height, worfhipped for the God of raine: which was thruft very deepe into the cround: 
There was found avery expreffe and lively image of ourPenitentiaries : the ufe of Mi- 
ters,the Prieftesfingle life; the Art of Divination by the entrailes of facrificed bea 
abftinence from ail forts of flefh &fith,for their food;the order amongft Priefts in faying of 
their divine fervice,to ule,a not vulgar, bur a particular tongacsand this erronious and forid 
conceipt, that the firft Ged was expelled histhrortt bya younger brother of his: That 
they were at firft created with all commodities; which afterward by reafon of their finnes 
were abridged them: That their cerricory hath beene changed;that cheir naturall conditié 
hath beene much impaired : That they have heretoforebeene drowned by che inundation 
of Waters come from heaven,that none» were faved bnt a few families, which caft them- 
felves into the cracks or hollow of high Mountaines, which crackes they ftoped very clofe, 
fo that the Waters could not enter in, having before fhut therin many kinds of beats: That 
when they perceived the Raine to ceafe, & Waters to fall,chey firft {ent our certaine doges 
which returned cleane-wafht,& wet,they judged that the waters were not yet much falnes 
and that afterward fending out fome other, which feeing to returne all muddy and foule, 
they iffued forth of the mountaines,to repeople the world againe, which they found reple. 
nifhed onely with Serpents.T here were places found,whete they ufed the perfwalié of the 
day of judgement, fothat they grew wondrous wroth & offended with the Spaniards,who 
in digging & (earching of riches in their graves,{cattered here and there the bones of their 
deceaied triends;faying, that thofe difperfed bones could very hardly be reconjoyned to: 
gechcragaine. They alto found where they u(ed traffick by exchange,and no otherwife; & 
had Fairesand Markets for that purpofe: They found dwarfes, and {uch other deformed 
creatures,ufed for the ornament of Princes tables: They found the fe of hawking and fow: 
ling according tothe Nature of their birdes:tyrannicall fubfidies,anid gti¢vances upon fub- 
jects; delicave & pleafant gard ens;dancing,tumbling;leaping and jugling, mufike of inftru- 
ments, armories, dicing-houfes, tennifle-courts, and cafting lottes, or mumne-chaunce,; 
Wherein they are often fo earncft and moody, that they will play themfelves & their liber- 
tyzufing no other phyficke but by charmes: the manner of writing by figures: beleeving int 
one firft man,univerfall father of all people: The adoration of one God, who heretofore li- 
vedman,in perfeat Virginitie, fafting,and pennance,preaching the law of Nature,and thé 
ecremonics of religion; & who vanithed out of the world, without any naturall death: The 
“opinion of Giants ;the ufe of drunkenneffe, with their manner of drinkes and drinking & 
Pledging of healths religions ornaments,painted over with bones and dead mens feuls;fura 
plices, holy-Warer, and holy.Water fprinckles, Women and fervants, which ftrivingly 
prefent themnfelves,to be burned or enterred with their deccafed husbands or maftersa law 
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chat the eldeft or firft borne 
Punies, but obedience: acu 
and where hethat is promote 
it HI they vieto caft lime upomthe knees of n im: 
{ Hi) cameft and to duftthou fhalt recurne apaine:the Arts ofAugures of prediétion. Thefe vame 
: | } Shadowes of our religion, whiclvare feeneinfome of thefe examples, witnetfe the dignity 
a | | and divinity chereof-It hath not onely in fome fort infinuated it felfe among all cheinfidell 
ti 


Nations,on thisfide by fome imitations, but among ft thofe barbarous Nations beyond,as re 
were by acommon and fupernaturall in(piration:For among{t chem wasalfo found thebex 
liefe of Purgacory,but after anew formes For,whae we afcribe unto firesthey impute unto 
iH cold, & imagine chat foulesiare both purged & punifhed by the vigor of an extreamie cold- 
i ne(fe. This example purteth me in mind of another pleafant diverfity : For, asthere were 
fome people found; who tooke pleafure to unhood'the end of their yard, andtacut off the 
i fore-skinne, after the manner of che Mahomerans and Lewes, fome there were found, that 
made fo great a confcience co unhood it,that with little ftrings, they caried their fore-skin 
| " very carefully out: ftreched and faftened above, for feare that end fhould{ee theaire. And 
| of this orher diverfity alfo,that as we honour our Kings,and celebrate our Holy-daies wich 
decking andes imming our felves with the beft habilliments we have; in {ome regions 
chere,to (hew all difpanity & fabmiflion totheir King,their fubjeéts prefent themfelves vn~ 
-o him in their bafett & meaneft apparrell;and entring inte his pallace,they take fome old 
corne garment S&¢ put it over their other attire,to the end all the glory and ornament may 
thine in their Soveraigne and Maifter. 
But lec us goe on: if Narure enclofe within the limits of her ordinary progreffe,'asallio 
ther things,fo the beliefes,the judgments i& the opinions of men;ifthey have their revo~ 
lutions,their feafons,their birth,and theirdeath, even as Cabiches : If heaven doth move: 
agitate and rowlethemat his pleafure, what powerfull and permanent authority doc weal- 
cribe unto themelf by uacontroled experience we palpably touch, that the forme:of our be- 
ing depends of the aire, of che climate,arid of the foile, wherein we are borne, & not onely 
the hew, the ftature, the complexion and the'countenance,but alfo the foules faculties: Ee 
plaga coeli won foluw advobor corporum,fed etiaws animornm facit. The climate helpeth not onely 
for firengih of boay, but ef minds, faich Vegeriue: And that the Goddeile foundreffe of the 
Citie ot Arhens,chofe a temperature of a countrysto fituate it in,chae might make the men 
Cic.deFars.  —- wile,asthe ABgyptian Priefts taught Selonze Athenvs tenue coclumzex quo etrain acusores putan~ 

tur Attics: crafjum Thebis s itaque pingnes T Lebani, G valentes > Abvont Athens # 4 thin aire. 
whereby thofe Country«men are ¢ cemedthe harper witted : About Thebes the aire is groffeand 
\ f therefore the Thebans were grofje and firoug of conftitution. In {uch manner thar as fruscsand 
| beafts doe {pring up divericand different; Somen are borne, either moreor leils warlike, 
, martiall,juft, cemperace and docile:-here fubject'to wine, there to theft, and whoredome 5 
here inclined to (uperftition ,addigted to mif-believing , here. given co liberty. there to 
fervitude ; capable of fome one art or fcience 5 grofle-witted or ingenious 3 either obe~ 


i dient er rebellious ; good or bad, according as the inclination of the place bearetb,where 
te zk 3 * f wd Pp > 
h if chey are feated ; and being removed from one foile to another (as plants are) they take 
ee HH ; 2? A 4 , P ; y 
a anew complexion : which was the caufe, that (irs wouldinever permit the Perfians 
; aa to leave their barren , rough and craggie Country , fox co tranfport chemfelves into 
b | another, more gentle, more fertile, and more plaine, = faying, that fat and: delicioms conn 
} ! 


tries, make men wanton and effensinate ; and fertile foiles yeeld infertile Spiries, Tf fomeime wee 
t i fee one art co Aourilh,ora beliefe,and fomtimes another, by fome heavenly influence; fome 
ages to produce this or chat nature, & foto encline mankind cothis or that biafe:mens {pi- 

| rits one while flourifhing another while barren,even as fields are feene to be; what become 

of allthole goodly prerogatives, wherewith we {till flatter our felves? Since a wife man may 

. P| miftake bimfelfe; yea many men, and whole nations; and as wec fay, mans nature either 
i i | in one thing or other, hath for many ages together miftaken her felfe. Whac affurance 
have we that at any time fhe leaveth her miftaking,and thac fe continueth not even at this 
day, in her error? Mc thinkes amongft ather teftimonies of our insbecilicies,this one ought 
not ro beforgotren,that by wilhing it felfe,man cannotyct finde out what he wantethsthae 
not by enioying ot pofleffion,, but by imagination and full wihing,we cannot allagree in 
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one, chat we moft{tand in necd-of,and would beft content us, Let our imagination have 
freeliberty to cut out and few at her pleafure , fhe cannot fo much as defire what is fitteft 
to pleafe and content her. aaaht 
quid enim ratione timemsis 

Aut cupimns? quid tans dextro pede Concipis, HE. te 

Conatus non paniteat, vorig, peraiti? 

By rea(on what doe we feare, or defire2 

With fuch dexcericie what docft afpire, 

But chou eftfoones repencett ir, 

Though thy attempt and vow doe hit? 

That isthereafon why Socrates, never requeffed the gods to give bimany thing, but what 
they kuew to be good for lim. And the publike and private prayer of the Lagedemonians, did 
meerely implie, that good and faire things might be grantedthem, remiteing the cle@tion 
anf choife ofthem tothe diferetion of thehigheft power, 

Coningiums petimsus partumque nxorts, at ills 

Notum qus puers, quali(que futura fit uxor, 

We wih a wife, wifes breeding; we would know, 
Whar children; fhall our wife be theep or throw 

And the Chriftian befeecheth God , that his will may be done, leaft he thould fall into 
that inconvenience, which Poets faine of King. AZidas: who requeited of the Gods } chat 
whatfoever he roucht,might be convested inro gold; his praicrs were heard, his wine was 
gold, his bread gold, che feathers of hisbed, his fhirt, and his garments were turned into 
gold,fo that he found himfelfe overwhelmed in the inioying of his defire, & being enrich’e 
withan intolerable commoditie, he muft now unpray his prayers: 

eAttonitus novitate mals, dive/(qne milerque, 
E ffugere optat apes, & qua modo woverat, odit. 
Wretched and rich, amaz’d at fo ftrange ill, 
His riches he would flie, hates his owne will. 
Let me fpeake of my felfe s being yet very yong. Ibefought fortune aboue all things, that 
fre would make me a knight of che order of Sainte AZichael, which in thofe daies was very 
rare, and the higheft tipe of honour the French Nobilitie aymed at: the very kindly gran- 
red my requefts [ hadits In lieu of raifing and advancing me from my place for the attai- 
ning of it, fhe hath much more gracioufly entreated me, fhe hath debafed and deprefled ic, 
even unto my fhoulders and under, Céeobis and Biton, Trophonins and Agamedes, the two 
firft having befought the Goddeffe, the ewo latter their God, of fome recompence worthy 
cheir pietie s received death for areward = So much are heavenly opinions different from 
ours, concerning what we havenced of, God might grant us riches,honours, long lifeand 
health, but many timesctoour owne hurt: For, what/eever % pleafing to ws, t mot alwases 
bealshfull for us ; Win lieu of former health, he fend us death, or fome worfe ficknetle : Vir- 
gatwa & baculustuns ipfa me confolata(nnt:Thy rod thy ftaffe hath comforted me. He doth 
injby the reafons of his providence, which more certainly confiderech & regardeth what is 
meet forus, then weour felvescan doc, and we ought to take it in good part , as froma 
moft wife and thrice-fri¢ndly-hand. 
—— fi confilinm vis, 
Permittes ipfis expendere numinsbus, quid 
Conventat nobis ,rebufque ft vtile noftris : 
Charior e§t illis homo quam fibi—~ 
If you will counfell have, give the Gods leave 
To weigh, what is moft meet we fhould receive; 
And what for our eftare moft profic were: 
Tothem, thento himfelfe man is more deare, 
For, tocrave honours and charges of them, is to requeftthem to caft you in fome battle, of 
play at hazardvor fome fuch thing, whereof the event is unknowen to you,and the fruit un- 
certaine, There is no combate amongft Philofophers fo violent and fharpe , as that whieh 
arifech upon the queftion of mans chiefe félicitie s from which ( according to Uarrees cal 
culation ) arofetwo hundred and foure fcore Ses, Lai autem de fimo bono diffentit, dé 
Ff tote 
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tota Philofophia ratione disputat But he that difagrees about the chiefcft felicitie, cals in queftion 
the whole cour(e of Philofophie. 
Tres mibi convive prope diffentire widensnr, 
Pofcentes vario multnm diver{a palato. 
wid demi quid non demirennts tu quod iubet alter » 
Duod peris, id [ane eft inwifum acidumaue duobus. 
Three guefts of mine doe feeme allmoft at ods:ro fall, 
Whileft hey with divers tafte for divers thingsdoe calls 
What fhould I give? What not? Youwill nor, what he wills 
What you would, to them twaine ishatefull, fowre and ill. 

Nature fhould chus anfweretheir conteftations, and debates-Somefay, our felicitie con- 
fiftech, and is in Vercues Orhers in voluptuoufnelfe: Orhers in yeciding unto Nature:Some 
others in learning : others in feeling no manner of paine or forrow : Others fora man nevet 
tofuffer himfelfe to be caried away by apparances: and to this opinion feemeth this osltes 
of ancient Pithagoras to incline, 

Nil admirari,prope res eff una, Numics, 
Solaque,qua pofat facere & fervare beatuns. 
Sir, nothing to admire,is th’only thing, 
That may keepe happy, and to happy bring. 
which is the end and {cope of the Py:zhonian Seét. Avifiortealicribeth unto-magnanimitie, 
coadmireand wonder at nothing. And e4rchefilaue { aid,that {ufferance,and an upright 8< 
inflexible ftace of jadgement, were truc felicitiess whereas confents and applications , were 
vices & evils, Truc itis,that where he eftablifheth it for a certaine Axiome,heftarted from 
Pyrrhonifme.W hen the Pyrrhonians fay.,that ataraxy is the chiefe felicitie , which isthe 
immobilicie of judgement, their meaning is not to fpeake it affirmatively, but che very wa- 
vering of their mind, which makes them to fhun downefalls,and to fhrowd themfclves vn- 
der the thelter of calmeneffe, prefents this phantafie unto them,and makesthem refule ano- 
cher, Oh how much doe] defire, that whileft I live, cither fome other learned men, or Jw 
fins Lipfins, che moft fufficient and learned man now living ;of amoft polifhed and judiei< 
ous wit,ttue Cofin-germane to my Turnebus,had both will,health and leafure enough, fine 
cerely: and exactly , according to their diviGonsand formes, to colle& into one volumeor 
regifter,as much as by us might be feene, the opinions of ancient Philofophy, concerning 
the fubjeé of our being & cuftomes,their controverfies,the credit, & partaking of factions 
and fides, the application of the Authors and Sectators lives, to their precepts, in memora~ 
ble and exemplarie accidents. Q whata worthy and profitable labor would it be ! Befides, 
if it be from our felyes, thac we draw the regiment of our cuftomes, into what a bortomles 
confufion doe we caft our felves? For, what our reafon perfwades us to be moft likly for is, 
is generally for every man to obey the lawes of his country: 2s is the advife of Secrates, ins 
{pired(faith heYby a divine perfwafion, And what elfe meaneth the thereby, but only chat 
our devoire or ducty hath no other rule,but cafuall?7 rath ought to havea like and vnsverfak 
viface throughout the world, Law and juftice , if man knew any 5 that had a body and sue 
effence, he would nor faftenit ro the condition of this or that countries cuftomes. Ic isnot 
according to the Perfians or Indians fantazie,that vertuc fhould take her forme, Nothing is 
more {ubje& unto a continual apitation,théthelawess] have fince I was borne, feene thofe 
of our ncighbours the Englifh-men changed & rechanged three or fouretimes,not only in 
politike fubje&s,which is that fome will difpenfe of conftancy, butin the moft important 
fubjeét,that poffibly can be,that is to fay,in religion; whereof Iam fo much the more both 
rieved and afhamed, becaufe itis anation, with which my councriemen have heretofore 
had fo inward and familiar acquaintance, that evento this day, there remaine in my houfe 
{ome ancient monuments of our former'aliance. Nay [have feene amongft our {elves 
fome things become lawfull, whicherft were deemed capitall : and we that hold fome o- 
chers, are lhikewife in poflibilitieaccording to the uncertainty of warring fortune, one day 
or other;to be offendors againft the Majeftie both of God and man,if our juftice chanee to 
fall under the mercy of juftiee and inthe {pace of few yeares pofleifion staking a contrary 
effence. How could thacancient God more evidently accufes imhumane knowledge, the 


ignorance of divineeffgnce,and seach men thar their religio was bus a pecce of their owne 
L ; : INVENtien, 


ae nn a a OTST 


Chap. 12. 


ns AP Dt AE ET hap ON 5 EI ht tA SO 


The fecond Booke. 3 9 7 


invention, fit to combine their focicti¢e,then in declaring (ashe did)to thofe which foughr 
theinftruation of it; by his facred Tripos} chat the true worfhipping of God, was thar; 
which he found be objerved by thecuftome of the place,where he lived?Oh God, whac 
bond,or ductieisit,thar we owe norto our Soveraigne Creators benignitieyin that he hath 
beene pleafed ro-cleare and enfranchize our beliefe from thofe vagabonding»and arbitrary 
devotions, and fixt it upon the eternall Bafe of his holy word? What will Philofophie thé 
fay'to usin this tieceffiry ? that ‘we follow the lawes of our country, that isto fay this waves 
ing'(ea of a peoples'or of a Princes opinions, which fhall paine me forth juftice with asma- 
ny colours;and teformé che fame into as many vifages as there are changes and altcrations 
of paflions in them, I'cannot’have my judgement fo flexible. Whatgoodneffeis thar; 
which but yelterday I faw in'credit and eftceme, and to morrow,to haveloft all reputation, 
andthat the croffing ofa River,.is made a crime ? Whartruth is that, which ehefe Moun- 
taines bound, and is ali¢.in the World beyond them ? Bur they are pleafanc, when'to als 
low the Laws fome certainetie,they fay, that chere be fome firme, perpetualland immovea-+ 
bie, which they call naturall, and by the condition of their propereflence, are imprinted 
inpman: kind: of which fomemake three in number, fome foure;fome more, fome leffe: an 
evident roken,that it is a@marke as doubrfull as che reft. Now are they fo unfortunate ( for; 
how can'I terme that but misfortune, that of foinfinire a number of lawes, there is not fo 
gmuch as one ro be found; which the fornine or cemeritie of chance hath graunted to beu- 
niverially received,and by the:confent of unanimitie of all Nations ro be admitted?) they 

are(I fay ) fo miferable, that of theferhree or foure choife-fele€&ted lawes, there is not one a- 

lone, that is not impugned or difallowed, not by onenation, but by many, Now is the gu 

neralicic of approbation, the onely likely enfigne, by which they may argue fome lawes to 
natural: For, what nature had indeed ordained us, that fhould we doubtleffe follow with 
one common confenr; and not one onely nation, but every man in particular, fhould have 

a feeling ofthe force and violence, which he fhould urge him with, that would incite him 

to contrarieand refift chat law. Let chem all ( for examples fake } fhew mebut one of this 

condition, Pretagoras and Arifion gave the juftice of the lawes no other effence, but the 

" authoritie and opinion of the law. giver, and that excepted; both Good and Honeft loft 

i their qualities, and remained but vaine and idle names, of indifferent things. Thra/jua- 

lt chwsin Plato, thinkesthere is no other right, but the commoditie of the fuperiour. There 

t is nothing wherein the world differeth fo much, as in cuftomes and lawes, Some things 

{ are hercaccompted abominable, which in another place are efteemed commendable: as in 

i Dacedemonia,the flight and fubtlety in ftealing. Mariages in proximity of blood are amongft 
tis forbidden as capital], elfewhere they are allowed and eftcemed; 

—centes effe ferantur, e Ri. 

In quibus ce nato genitrix, ec nata parenti Aang oy 

if Tungitur, Ch pietas gemsinatocretn amore. ——— 

q There arefome people, where che mother weddeth 

: Her fonne, the daughcer herowne father beddeth, 

; And fo by doubling love, their kindnetfe {preddeth. 

The murthering of children and of parentssthe communicatié with womé,traffick of rob: 

bing & ftealing;free licence to all manner of fenfuality: to conclude,chete is nothing fo ex- 

treame and horrible,but is found to be received and allowed by che cuftome of fome nati- 
on. It's credible that there be natural laves ; as may be {cence in other creatures, but in us 
they are loft:this goodly humane reafon engrafting it felfeamong all men,to {way & com- 
mand, confounding and topfi-turving the vifage of all things according to her inconftant 

Vanitie and vain inconftancy. Nihil itague amplius nofiram eff, quednoftrum dice, artis ef}. 

: Therefore nothing tore is ours : all that I call onrs,belongsto Art. Subjegts have divers Intres, 

. anid feverall confiderations; whence the diverfity of opinions is chiefly engendred,One na- 

: tot Viewerh a fubje&t with one vifage,and thereon it ftaiesyan other with an otliey. Nas : 
thing cambe imagined {o horrible,as for one to eate and devoure his owne fathers Thole 
people, which anciently kept this cuftome,hold ie nevertheletfe for a teftimonie of pietié 
atid good affettion:fecking by chat meane to give theirfathers the worthjeft and moft ho- 
hora’ lefeputchrejharboring their fathersbodies & reliques in themfelves and in their mar- 
rOWs in fone’ fore reviving and regenerating: them by che tranfmuration made in ies 
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quickefichh, by digeftion and nourifhment. Icis cafie to be confidered what abomination 
and cruelty it had beene, in men accnftomed and trained in this inhumane {uperftition, to 
cafk the carcafes of their parents into the corruption of the earth, as food for beafts and 
wormes» Licurgus wilely confidereth in thefe,the vivacitie,diligence,couragesand nimble 
neife, that is required in furprifing or raking any thing from ones neighbour, and she coms 
raoditie which thereby redoundecth co the common: wealthy that every man heedeth more 
curioufly the keeping of that which is his ownezand judged,chat by this ewofold inftitutis 
ontoatfiile and to defend, much good was drawne for milicary difcipline (which was the 
principall Science and chiefe vertue,wherin he would enable that nation )of greater refpedt 
andmoré confideration, then wasthe diforder and injuftice of prevailing and taking other 
mens goods. Diouy/ins the tyrant offered Péatoa robe made after the Perfian fafhion, long, 
damasked and perfumed : But herefufed the fame; faying. that being borne a manbe would 
not willingly put-on a womans Larnsent : Bat Ariftippus tooke ir with this anfwere, shat nogare 
msent conldcorraptachaffe nsinde. His Friends reproved his demitlencile, in being fo little 
offended, that Diony/ius had fpitten in his face. Tut(faid he) Fifvers fuffer themfelves 16 be 
wabed over head and cares, to get a gudgion.. Diogenes wathing of coleworts for his dinner, 
fecing him paife by, faid unto him, Jf thon couldeft live with coleworts, thon wouldeft not court 
and faune upon a tyrant ; CO whom erifippus replied 5 If show couldeft live, among men, thom 
woulde/t not wala coleworts, See here how reafon yeeldeth apparance to divers effects. Icis 
apitcher with cwo.eares, which a man may take hold on, either by the sight or left hand. 

—_— bellum é terra hospita portas, 

Belloarmantur equi, bellum hac armenta minanturs 
Sed tamenijdem olims curren faccedere fueti 
Quadrupedes, & frana jugo concordia ferre, 

Spes eft pacts 

O firanger-harb ring land, thou bringft us warre3 
Stoeds ferve for warre; 

Thefeheards doe threaten jarre. 
¥ ct horfes erft were wont to draw our waines, 
And harneft matches beare agreeing raines; 

Hope is hereby that wee, 

In peace fhall wellagree. : 

Solos being importuned not to fhed vaine and bootlesteares for the death of his fonne; 
That's the reafon(anf{wered hee) I may more jufily fred them, becaufe they. are boorleffe and 
vaine, Socrates is wife, exafperated her griete by this circumftance; Good Lora({aid fhe) 
how unjuftly doe the{e bad judges put bimto deatht What ? Wouldeftrbon rather they fhould exea 
ente nse jufily ? replidehetoher, It is a fafhion among{t-us to have holes bored in our 
cares: the Greekes heldit for a badge of bondage. We hide our felves when we will enioy 
our wives : The Indians doe it in open view of allmen, The Scithians were wont to {acti 
fice ftrangers in their Temples,whereas in other places Churches are Sanétuaries for them. 

Inde furor unlgi, quod numina Vicinorum 

Odit quifque locus, cum folos credat habewaos 

Effe Dees quos ipfe colit-——— 

Thevulgar hereupou doth rage, becaufe 

Each place doth hate their neighbours foveraigne lawes; 

And onely Gods doth deeme, 

Thofe Gods, themfelves efteeme. sn 

[have heard it reported of a ludge, who when he met with any tharp confli& betweene 
Bartolus & Baldus,or with any cafe admitting contrarieti¢,was wont to write inthe margin 
of his book, 4 queffion for a friend, which is to fay; that the cruth was fo entangled, and dif 
putable, chat in fuch a cafe hemighe favour which party hefhould think good, There was 
no want but of fpirit & fufficiency, if he fer norevery where through his books, 4 Queftie 
forafriend. The Advocates and Iudges of ourtime find in all cafes byafes too-tod-many , 
to ft them where they think good, To foinfinitea fciencey depending on the authority of 
fomany opinions,and of fo arbitrary @ fubjeét, it cannot beyburthat an exceeding confulid 
of judgements mutt arife.T here are very few proceffes fo cleare,bur the Layyiers advifes up- 
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on them will be found.co differ : What one company hath judged, another will adjudgc 
the contrary, and the very fame will another time change opinion, Whereof we fee ordi 
naric examples by this licence, which wonderfully blemifheth che authoritie and lutre ol 
our law, never to ftay upon onc fencence, but torun from one co another Iudge, co decide 
one fame cafe, Touching the libertie of Philofophjcall opinions, concer ning vice and vere 
tue, it is athing needing no great extenfion, and wherein are found many advifes, which 
were berter unfpoken,then publifhed to weake capacicies..Areefilaus Was wont to fay ,thac 
in pailliardige,ic was not worthy confideration,where,on what fide, and how it was done, 
Et obfcanas voluptates, fi naturarequtrit, non genere, ant loco, aut ordine, fed forma, tate, ficu= 
ra metiendas Epicurus putat. Ne amores quidem fanttos 4 /apiente alienos effearbitrantur. LT 
ramus ad quam U/g,ctatem siavenes amandi fint. Obfcene pleafures, sf nature require them, the 
Epicure effeemeth not ta be meafured by kind, place, or orders but by forme, age, and fajhion. Nor 
doth he thinke that holy loves ould be ftrange from awifeman. Let usthen question to what yeares 
yong fotke may be beloved, Theletwo laftScoicke-places and upon this purpofe,the reproch 
‘of Diogarchus to Plato himfelfe, fhew how many exceflive licenfes, & out of common v{e, 
foundeft Philofophy dorhrolerace. Lawes take their authoritie from poffeffion ana cuffome git 
is dangerous to reduce them to their beginning : In rowling on,they {well,and grow grea 
rer and greater; as doe our rivers: follow them upward, unto their fource,& you fhall find 
them but.a bubble of water, (carfe to be difcerned, which in gliding- on fwelleth fo proud; 
and gathers fo much ftrength. Behold the ancient confiderations, which have given the 
Gift motion to this famous torrent, fofull of dignitie, of honour and reverence, you fhall 
find them fo light and weake, that the/e men which will weigh all, and complaine of reac 
fon, and who receive nothing upon truft and authoritie,it is no wonder if their juadgmenrs 
are often far-diftant from common judgement, Men that take Natures firft image for a pat- 
terne, iris no marvaile, ifin moft of their opinions, they miffe the commonsbeaten path. 
As for example; few among{tthem would haveapproved the fo ‘ced conditions of our ma- 
riages and moft of chem would have had women in community, and without any privare 
re(pect. They refuted our ceremonies: Chry/ippws laid, that fome Philofophers would in o- 
pen view of all men fhew a dozen of cumbling-tricks, yea, without any flops or breeches , 
for a dozen of olives.He would hardly have perfwaded Cadsthenes to refufe his faire daugh- 
ter Agarista to Hippoctides,becaufehe had {cene him graft che forked tree inher upon a ta- 
ble. A4ctrocles fomewhat indifcreetly, as he was difputing in his Schole, in prefence of his 
Audirorie let a fare,for fhame whereof he afterwards kept his houfe,and could not be draw- 
en abroad, untill fuch time as Crates went to vilit him, who to his perfwafions and reafons) 
adding the example of his liberty, began to fart a vie with him, and to remove this f{cruple 
from off his con{ciences and moreover won him¢o his Stoicall(the more free ) Se&, from 
the Peripateticall( & more civill }one,which thecherunto he had followed. That which we 
call civility, not to dare to doe that openly, which amongft us is both lawfull and honett, 
being donein fecret, they termed folly: And to play the wilie Foxe, in concealing and dif 
claming what nature, cuftome, and our defire publifh and proclame of our a@ions, they 
deemedtobeavice.And thoughrit a fupprefling of Venus her myftcries,to remove them 
from out the privare veftry of her remple;& expofe thé to the opé view of the people, And 
thar co draw her {ports from out the curtines,was to loofe them Shame is matter of (ome cone 
Sequence.Concealing vefervation,c circum/pettion,are parts of eftimation.T hat,fenfuality undex 
the maske of Vertu did very ingenioufly procure not to be profticured in che midft of high. 
Waies,nort trodden upon, & feen by the comrtion fortyalledging the dignity & commodity 
of her wonted Cabinets. W heruponfome fay,that to forbid & remove che comm6 brothel. 
houfes,is not only to fpread whoredome every where, which only. was allotced to chofe 
places,but alfo to incite idle and vagabond men tothat. vice, by reafon of the. difficulcie, 
Mechuses Anfidia qui vir Cor vine fuifti, 
Rivalis fuerat quituus,ille vir eft. 
Cur aliena places tibi, qua tna non placet axor ¢ 
Nanquid (ecurus non potes arrigere ? 
This experienceis diverfified by athoufand examples. 
Nullus in urbe fait tota.quitangere vellet 
Wxorem gratis Caciliane tham, 
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Dur licnit : fed nuwc pofitis caffedibus, ingens 
Turba futurorum eff. ingeniofus homo es. 

APhilofopher being taken with the deed, was demaunded; what he did:anfwered very 
thildly, 7 p/ant man, blufhing no more being found fo napping, then if he had bin taken fer- 
ting of Garlike. Ic is(as I{uppofe )of a tender andrefpeétive opinion, that 4 norable and re- 
ligious Author,holds this aétion fo neceffarily-bound to fecrecy and fhame,that in Cynike 
embracements and dalliances, he couldnot be perfwadedthat che worke fhould come to 
het end;bue rather,that it lingred and ftaid,only to reprefent wanton geftures, & lafcivious 
motions;to maintaine the im udency of cheir {chooles- profeflion: and chat to powre forth 
what (hame had forced and bathfullneffe reftrained, they had alfo afterward need to feeke 
fome fectet place. Hehad not feene far-enough into their licenciou{netfe: F or, Diogenesin 
fight of all,exercifing his Mafturbarion,breda longing defire, in the by-ftanders, chat in 
fuch fore they might fill cheir bellies by rubbing or clawing the fame; Fo thofe that asked 
him, why he fought for no fitter place to feed in,thenin the open frequented high-way,he 
made anfwere, /t is becafe Iam hungry in the opé frequented high. way. The Philofophers Wo- 
mé,which medled with cheir Seéts, did likewife in all places, & without any difcrerié med- 
dle with their bodies: And Crates had never received Hipparchiainto his fellowhhip,bue ups 
condition,to follow all the cuftomes and fafltions of his order. T hefe Philofophers fetan ex- 
treme rate on vertule:& rejeeted al orlier difciplins,except the mortallshence is it,that in all 
aGtions, they afcribed the Soveraigne authority to the eleétion of their wife, yea,& aboueal 
lawes:8 appointed no other reftrainc unto volupruoufnes,but the moderation,& preferva~ 
tid of others liberty. Heraclitu#& Protagord forlomuch as wine feemeth bicer unto che fick, 
and pleafing to the healthy;and an Oure crooked in the warer, & ftraight co chemehat fee it 
above water,and fuch-like contrary apparances which are found in forme fubjectss argued 
chat all fubjeéts had the caufesof thefe apparances in thé, & that there was fom kind of bit- 
cernes in the wine,which had a reference unto the fickmans raft; in the Oarea certain ctoo- 
ked quality,having relatid.to him that feeth it inthe water. And fo ofall chings elfe-W hich 
implieth,thac all isin all things, & by confequence nothing in any:foreither nothing is, or 
allis. This opinié put mein mind of the experience we have,that thereisnot any one fenfe 
or vifage, either ftraight or crooked, bitter or (weet, but mans wit fhall find in the writings, 
which he undertakech to runne-over. Inthe pureft,moft unfpottéd,and moft abfolutely- 
perfeét-word, that poflibly can be, how many errors, falfhoods,and lies have bene madeto 
proceede fromeit?W hat herefie hath not found teftimonies and ground fufficient, both'to 
undertake and to maintaine it {elfe? It is therefore,that the Authors of fuch errors will ne- 
ver goe from this proofe of the Teftimony of words interpretation, A man of worth, going 
about by authority to approvethe fearch of the Philofophers ftone,;(wherein he was over- 
whelmd)alleadged at leaft five or fix feverall paflages out of the holy bible unto me, upon 
which(he faid he had at firft grounded himfelfe,for the difcharge of his confcience (forhe 
is aman of the Ecclefiaftical! profeflion )& truly theinvention of them,was not only plea- 
fant but alfo very fitly applied co the defence ofthis goodly & mind-inchanting fcience, 
This way is the credit of divining fables attained to. T here is no prognofticator,if he have 
but this authority,that any one wil but vouchfafe to read him over,& curionfly ro fearch ak 
the infoldings & luftres of his words, buta man thall make him fay what he pleafeth,as the 
Sibils. There are fo many meanesof interpretation, that it is hard,be it flat-long,fide-long,or 
edgelong,but an ingenious & pregnant wit, {hal in all fubycéts meet with fome aire thac wil 
Git his turn. Therfore isa clowdy,darke, & ambiguous ftile tound in fo frequent & ancient 
cuftome.T hat the Author may gaine,to draw, allure,& bufie pofterity to himfelfe, which 
not only the fufficiency,but the ca{wall favour of the matter,may gaine as much or more. As 
for other matters, let him, be it either through foolifhnes or fubrilty, thew himfelf fomwhae 
ob{cure & divers, it is no matter,carenot he forchat.A number of fpiries fifting, & tofling 
him-over,will find & expreffe fundry formes,citheraccording or collaterally,or contrary to 
his owne,all which thal do him eredic.He thall fee himfelfe enriched by the meanes of his 
Difciples,as the Grammer Schoole Maifters.Ic is that, which hath made many thingsofno- 
thing,to paffe very currant,that hath brought divers books in ¢redit,and charged with all 
forts of matter,that any hath bur defired-one felfefame thingsadmitting a thoufand anda 
choufand,& as many feverall images,and divers confiderations, as it belt pleafech us, Isic 
Bia ‘ i ge poflible, 
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chat ever Homer meant allcthac, which fome make him to have meant: And 
ed hitnfelfe to fo many,and {o feverall fhapes;as, Divines, Lawiers, Capraines, Philofophers 
& all (ort of people elie, which,liow diverfly & contrary foever i 

donotwicthftanding wholy rely upon him,& refer chemfelves unto himsas a Generall Mai- 
fter for all offices, workes, fctences, & trad{men & an vniverfall counfellor incall enterprifes? 
whofoever hath had need of Oracles or Predi&tions,& would apply chem co himfelfe, hath 
found chem in himfor his purpofe.A notable man,and a good friend, of mine, would make 
one marvel to heare what ftrange far-fetcbt conceits,and admirable affinities,in favor of out 
religion,he maketh ro derive frgm him ; And.can hardly be drawne fromchis opinion, bur 
that fuch was Homersintent and meaning(yet is Homer {o familiar unto.him, as I chinke no 
man of our ageis better acquainted with him.) And what he finds in favour of our religion, 


many aricienc learned men,haue found in favour of theirs.See how P/atois tofled and curn 
edover,; every man endevoring to apply himto his purpofe.givech him what conitru€ion 
helift, He is wrefted and inferced co all new-fangled opsmions,that the world receiveth or 
alloweth of, and: according to the different courfe of fubjcéts is made tobe repugnant unto 
himfelfe. Every one according to his {enfe makes himto difavow the cuftomes that were 
lawfull.in his daies,inalmuch as they are unlawful in.thefe times. All which is very lively 
and {trong ly maintained,acco ding as the witand learning of the interpreteris {trong and 
quicke. Vponthe ground which Heracéiws had,and that fentehce of his; that allthings had 
shofe fhapes inthe which men found in them, And Demociitus out of the very.fame drew aclean 
contrarie conclufion, id eff that (ubjects had nothing at all inthem of that which we foundin thes 
And fora{much as honny was{weettoone man,and bitter to another,he argued thar hon. 
ry was neither fweee nor bitter. The Pyrrhonians wouldfay, they know not whether ic 
be (weet or bicter,or both, or neither:for,chey ever gainthe highett point of doubting. The 
Cyrenaicks held, chat nothing was perceptible outwardly, and only thatewas perceivable, 
which by the inward couch or feeling, couched or concerned us, as griefe and fenfuality, 
diftinguifhing neither tune, nor collours, but « nely certaineaffections, that came tous of 
them; and that man had no other feare of his judgement, Protagoras deemed, thatto be 
truetoall men, which toall men (eemeth fo, The Epicurians place all judgement in the 
fenfes, and inthe notice of things,and in voluptuoufineife. Platoes mind was,that the judg- 
ment of truth, and truth it felfe drawne from opinions and fenfes, belonged to the {piric; 
and co cogitation. This difcourfe hath drawne me to the. confideration of the fenfes, wherein 
confifterh the greateft foundation ana triall of our ignorance. Whatfoever is knowne, is without 
peradvencureknowne by the faculey of the knower: For, fince the judgement commeth 
from the operation of him thar judgeth, reafon requireth, that he pertormeand aét this o~ 
perarion by his meanes and will, and not by others compullion: esit would follow if wee 
knewshings by the force, andaccording to the law of their eflence. Now all knowledge 
is addrefied untous by the fenles, they are our maifters : 

———-Uia gua munita fides 

Proxima fert bumanuna in pettus, templague mentis * 

Whiereby a way for credit lead’s well-linde 

Into mans breaft and temple of his minde. 
Sciente begins by them and in them is refolved. After all, we fhiouldknow no more then 
a ftone, unteife we know, that here is, found, fmell, light; favor, meafure, weight, foft 
neffe, hardneffe, fharpneffe, colour, fmoothnetfe, breadch and depth: Behold here the plate 
forme of all che frame, and principles of the building of all our knowledge, And accord 
ing co fome, feience jisnothing elle, but what is knowne by the fenfes.Whofoever can force 
me to contradié my fenfes, hath me faft by the throate,and cannot make me recoyle one 
foote backward. Thefenies are the beginning and end of humaneknowledge. 

Invenies primis ab fenfibus effe creatams 

WNotitiam vert, neque fenfus pofferefeli, 

Quid mavore fide perro quams {en{ies habers 


‘N Debet?2—— 
You (hall finde knowledge of the truth at firft was bred 
5 From our firft {enfes, nor can fenfes be mille. led: way 
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Attribuceas little as may be unto them, yet muft chis ever be graunted them, that all our 
inftruétion is addrefled by their meanes and intermiflion, Cicero faith, that Chry/ippus haya 
ing affaid to abate the power of his fenfes, & of their vercuc,prefented contrary arguments 
unto himielfe, and fovehement oppofitions, that he could not iarisfie himfelfe. Wherupon 
Carneades( who. defended the contrary part }boafted, that he ufed ché very fame weapons 
and words of Chryfippus to combate againft him; and therefore cried out upon him, Ob 
miferable man! thine owne ftrength hath fosled thee.T here isno greater abfurditic in our judg- 
ment, then to maintaine, that fire heareth nor, chat light fhineth nor, chat/in iron shercis 
neither weight nor firmeneffe,which are notices our fenfes bring unto us: Nor beliefeor - 
{cience in man, that may be compared unto that, in certaintie. The firft confiderationE 
have upon the fenfes {ubjeét, is, chat I make a queftion, whether man be provided of all 
naturall fenfes, orno. Ifee divers creatures, that live an entire and perfeét life, (ome with. 
out fight,and fome without hearing ;who knoweth whether we alfo want either one,two, 
three, or many fenfes more : For, if we want any one, our difcourle cannot difcover the 
want or defe&t thereof. It is the fenfes priviledge, to be the extreame bounds of our per- 
ceiving. There is nothing beyond them, that may ftead usto difcover them:No one oe 
ean difcover another, 

Ax poterunt.oculos anres reprebendere, an asres 
Tatlus, anbunc porrotattum [apor arguet oris, 
Ax confutabunt nares, oculive revincent ? 
Can eares the eyes, or can couch reprehend 
The eares, or (hall mouthes-taftethat touch amend £ 
Shall our nofe it confute, 
Or eyes gainft it difpute? 
They all make cheextreameftline of our faculcie, 
-[eorfum cuique poteftas 
Divifa eft, (ua vis cuique eff 
To teach diftin@ly might 
Is fhar’de; each hath its right. 
It is impoffible co make aman naturally blind, to conceive that he feeth nots impoffible 
to make him defire to fee, and forrow his defeét, Therefore ought we not to take affurance, 
chat our mind is contented and fatisfied with thofe we have, feeing it hath not wherewith 
to feel her owne malady, and perceive her imperfeQid, if it be in any. Ic is impoflible to tel 
thatblind man any thing, cither by difcourfe,argument,or fimilitude, that lodgeth any ap- 
prehenfion of light, colour, or fight in his imagination, There is nothing more backward, 
chat may puth the fenfes to any evidence. The blind-borne, which we perceive defire to fe, 
it is not to underftand what they require;they have learn’c of us,that fomeching they want, 
& fomething they defire,that is in us,with che effedts & confequences thereof,which they 
call good: Yet wot not they what ic is,nor apprehend they ir neere or far, Ihavefeenea - 
Gentleman of a good houfe, borne blind, at leaft blind in fuch anage, that he knowes not 
what fighris ; he underftandeth fo little what he wantech, that as we doe, he ufeth words 
fitting fight, and applieth chem after a manner onely proper and peculiar to himfelfe. A 
child being brought before him to whom he was god-father, taking him inhis armes, he 
faid,good Lord what a fine child thisis | it is a goodly thing to fee him: What a cherefull 
countenance he hath,how prettily he looketh. He will fay as one of us, This hall hath 2 
faire profpect : Icis very faire weather : The Sunne fhinescleare. Nay, which is more: be- 
caufe hunting, hawking, tenni(-play, and fhuting at butsare our common {ports and ¢x¢r- 
cifes(for fohe hath heard)his mind will be foaffeéted unto them, and he wil fo bufie hime 
felfe about them, thar he will thinke co haveas great an intereft in them, asany of us, and 
thew himfelfe as earneftly paffionate,both in liking and difliking themas any elfe; yer doth 
he conceive and receive them but by hearing.: If he be ina faire champian- ground, where 
he may ride, they will cell him, yonder is a Hare ftarted, or che Hareis killed, he is as-bufily 
earneft of his game, as he heareth others to be, that have perfe&t fight. Give him a ball, he 
takes ie in the left hand, and with the right trikes it away with his racket ; In apiece he 
fhutes at randome; and is well pleafed with what his mentell him,be it high or 7 Who 
nowes 


— = == OS 


$$$ tn ER te en en enetnnerapn 


Chap. 12. The fecond Booke. 33 


knowes whether mankind commit as great afolly, for wanroffome fenfe, and that by this 
default, the greater part of the vifage of things be concealed from us ?Who knowes whes 
ther the difficulties we find in fundry of Natures workes, proceede thence ? And whether 
divers effeéts of beafts, which excced our capacitie, are produced by the faculcie of fome 
fenfe, thae we want? And whether {omeof them, have by chat meane a fuller and mote per 
feet life then ours ? We {cize on an apple wel-nigh with allour {enfes 3 We find redneffe, 
fmoothneffe, odor and {weetneffe in it; befides which, it may haveother vertues, cither dry- 
ing or binding,to which we haveno fenfe to be referred. Theproprieties which in many 
things we call fecret, as in the Adamant to draw iron, isit nor likely there fhould be fen(j. 
tive faculties in nature able to judge aud perceive them, the want whereof breedeth in us 
the ignorance of the true effence of fuch things? Ic is happily fome particular fenfe thar un. 
to Cockes or Chanticleares difcovercth the morning.and midnight houre, ‘and moveth 
themco crow: That teacheth a Hen, before any ufe or experience, to feare a Hawke ,and 
not a Goofe or a Peacocke, farre greater birds : That warneth yong chickins of the hoftile 
qualitie which the Cat hath againft chem,and not to diftraft a Dog,to ftruc and armethem- 
{elves againft rhe mewing of the one ( in fome fort a flattering. andimilde voice ) and not a- 
gainft che barking of the other(a {narling & quarrelous voice: ) char inftrugteth Rats, Wafps, 
and Emmets, ever to chufe the beft cheele-and -fruir, having nevertafted them before : 
And that addreffech the Stag the Elephant, and the Serpent, to the knowledge of certaiye 
herbs and fimples, which, being either wounded or ficke, have the vertue to cure them. 
There is no fenfe but hath fome great domination,& which by his meane afforderh not an 
infinite number of knowledges. If we weretoxrepore the intelligence of foundes, of harmo 


ny and of the voice, it would bring an imaginableconfufion to all the reft of our fea: ning 

and{cience. For, befides whatis tyed to the proper effet of every fenie, how many argu- 

ments, confequences and conclufions drawawe unto other things, by compating onc fenfe 

to anorher ? Leta skilfull wife man but imagine humane flature to be originally produced 

without fight and difcourfe, how much ignorance and trouble fuch a defe& would bring 

unto him, and what obicurity and blindnetfe in our mind + By that fhall wee perceive, how 

much the privation of one, or two, or three fuch fenfes, (if there be any in us) doth import 

usabourthe knowledge ot truth, We have by the confultation and concurrence of our 

five fenfes formed one Verity, whereas peradventure there was required the accord.and 

confent of eight or ten fenfes, & cheir.contribution,to attaine a perfpicuous infight of her; 

and fee her in her true effence, Thole Seéts which combate mans fcience, doe principally 

combarethe fame by the uncertainety andfeeblenefle of our fenfes: For, fince by their 

meane and intermiffion all knowledgecomes unto us, if they chaunce to miffe inthe report 

they make unto us, if either they corruptor aleer thar, which from abroad they bring uhe 

to us, ifthe light which by them is traniportéd into our foule be obfcured in the atfage, 

we have nothing elfe to hold by, From chis extreame difficulti¢ are {prung all thefe phan- 

tazies, which everie fubje& containeth, whatfoever we find init: Thacit hach not what 

wefuppofe to find init ; And that ofthe Epicurians, which is,that che Surne is no greas 

ter chan our fight doth judgeit; oo 
Quicquid id eft, mibilo fertur inaiove figurd, Luts, §. 976 
Quam noftrss oculis quans cernimus elfe viderur. 
What’ere it be, irin no greater forme doth paffe, 
Then to our eyes, which it behold, it {ceming was: 

that the apparances; which reprefenea great body, to him that iseare into it, and a 

much leffer to him that is furcher from _it,are borh truc ; : 
Nec tamen hic oculis fai concedimus bilum s Lib.4.3%08 
Proinde anim vitinas hoc oculis adfingere noli. 3878 
Yet graunt we not,in this,our eyes deeciv'd or blind, 
Impute not then toeyesthis error of the mind; 

and refolutely, chat there is no deceit in the fenfes: That 4 man mutt ftand to their mercy, 

and clfewhere feck reafonsto'excule the difference and conttadi@tion we id in them; yea 

invent all other untruthes, and raving conceits({o farre comethey)rather then excufe the 

caules. Timagoras (wore, that howfoever he winked or turned his eyes;he could never per- 

ceive the light of che candle co double: And that this feeming proceeded from the vice of 0- 
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pinion, and not from the inftrument. Of allabfurdities, the moft abfurd among the Epis 
cutians; is, to difavow che force and effeét of the fenfes. 

Proinde quod in quoqne eff his vifum tetupore,verum eft 

Et fi non porutt ratio atffolucre caufam, 

Cur ea qua fwerint inxtim quaarata, procul fint 

Uifarotunda: tamen praftat ratiouis egentem 

Reddere mendosé canfas vtrinfque figura, 

Quam manibus manifcfta fais emsittere quoquans, 

Ex violare fidem primam, & convelere tota 

Fundamenta, quibus nixatur vitafalu{que. 

Non modo enim ratio ruat omnis, vita quogne ip(a 

Concidat extemplo, wifi credere fenfibus anfis, 

Pracipite/que locos vstare, Co catera qua fins 

In genere boc fugienda, 

What by the eyes is feene at any time, istrue, 

Though the caufe Reafon could-not render of the view, 

Why, what was{quare at hand, a farre off feemed round, 

Yer it much bercer were, that wanting reafons ground 

The canfes of both formes we harp-on, but nor hic, 

Then let flip from our hands chings cleare,and them omit, 

And violate our firft beliefe, and rafhly rend 

All thofe ground-workes, whereon both life and health depend, 

For noraloneall reafon falls, life likewife muft 

Faile out of hand, unleffe your fenfes you darc eruft, 

And breake-necke places, andallother-crrours fhunne, 

From which weinthis kinde moft carefully fhould runne. 

This defperate and folitele Philofophicall counfell, reprefents no other thing, but thae 
humane {cience cannot be pmiitialsted! but by unreafonable, fond and mad reafon 3 yeris it 
beter, that man ufeit to prevaile, yea andvof all ocher remedies elfe how phantafticall fo- 
ever they be, rather then avow his neceffarie foolifhneffe : So prejudicialland difadvanta- 
geousa veritie he cannot avoide, bucfenfes mutt neceflarily be che Soveraigne maifters of 
his knowledge: But they are uncertaine and falfifiable coal circumftances: There mufta 
man ftrike ro che vemoft of his power, and it his juft forces faile him ( as they are wont )to 
ufe and employ obftinacie, temeritie and impudencie. If that which the Epicurians affirme 
betrue, thatis to fay, we have nofcience, if the apparances of the fenfes be falfe: and thac 
which the Stoicks {ay,ifit is alfo ertie that threfenfes apparenices are fo falfe as they can pro- 
duce us nof{cience: We will conclude arthe charges of thefe two great Dogmatift Seéts, 
that there isnofcience, Touching the error and uncertaintie of the fenfes operation,@ 
man may ftore himfelfe with as many examples as he pleafeth, fo ordinary arethe faults 8 
deceits they ufecowards us. And the echoing or repdrcing of a valley, the found of a Trums 
pet feemeth to found before us, which commeth a mile behind us. ae 

Extante(que procul medio de gurcise montes 
Tidem apparent longe diverfi licete——— 
Et fugere ad puppim colles campique videntur 
Quos aginaus propter wavins. 
whi se medio webis equus acer obbafit 
F lumine,equi corpus tran{ver{am ferre viderur 
Vis, et in adverfum flumen contrudereraptim. 
And hills, which fromthe maine far-offto kenning ftand, 
Appeare all one, though: they farre diftant be,at hand, 
And hilles and fields doe feeme unto our boateto flie,. 
Which we drive byout boate swe doc oo thereby. 
When in midft of aftreame 4 ftately Horfedoth flay, 
The fireame’s orechwarting feemes his body crofle ro fways 
And {wiftly *gainftche ftreame'to thruft himth’orher way. Hs 
Toroulea bullec under she forg:finger, the midlemoft being put over it,@ man muft te 
. muc, 


rs 


Ghap. 12. The fecond Booke. | 


much enforce him{elfe, co affirmethere is but one,fo alfuredly doth our fenfe prefent vs 
ewo.T hat the fenfes do ofté maifter our difcourfe,and force ir to receive impreffions, which 
heknoweth and judgeth ro be falfe,ic is daily feene.J leave the fenfe of feeling, which kath 
his fun€tions neerer, more quicke and fubftantiall, and which by the effeét of the griefe or 
paine it brings to che body doth fo often confound and re-cnverfe all thefe goodly Stoicall 
refolutions, and enforceth ro cry. out of the belly-ache him, who hath with all refolution e- 
ftablifhed in his mind this Doétrine, thatche cholike, as every other ficknet[e or paine, is 4 
ching indifferentswanting power to abate any thing of Soveraigne good or chicte felicity, 
wherein the wife man is placed by his owne vertu’: there 1 no heart fodemiffe, but the rata 
king found ofa drum,or the clang of a Trumpet, will rowze and inflame ;nor mind {a har{h and fierue, 
but the fweetnelfe and harmony of muficke, will move and tickle nor an y {oule fo skitti(h and finb- 
borne that hath not a feeling of fome reverence ,in confidering the.clowdy vaffitie and gloomsie ca~ 
napies of our churches , thee +ye- pleafing diverfitse of ornaments ,and orderly order of onr.ceremo- 
nies, and bearing the devout and religsous found of our Organs , the moderate, Symphonicall, and 
heavenly harmonic of onr voices: Even thofethat enter into them with an obftinate will and con- 
temuing miade have in their beart afeeling of remorfe , of chilneffe , and horrour., that puts them 
into.a certaine diffidence of their former opsnions, As forme,I diftruft mineowne ftrength 
co heare with a {ettled minde forme of Horace or Catullus verfes fung with a fufficiently 
well cuned voice , uttered by, and proceeding from a faire, yong and hart-alluring mouth, 
And Zeno had reafon to fay that the voice was the flowre of beauty. Some have gone a- 
bout co make me beleeve , chata man, who moft of us French men know, in repeating 
certaine verfes he had made, had impofed upon me,that they were not fuch in writing yas 
in the aire, and chat mines eyes would judge of them otherwifethen riaine cares: fo much 
credit hach pronunciation to give price and fafhion to thofe workes that palle her mercy : 

Whereupon Philoxeus was notto be blamed, when hearing oneto give anill accent to 
fomecompofition of his,he tooke in arage fome of his pots or bricks,and breaking them, 
trode and trampled them under his feet, faying unto him, J breake and trample what is 
thine,even as thon mangle? and marreft what ts mine. Wherefore did they (who with an un« 
danced refolve haue procured their owne death, becaufe they would not. fee the blow or 

ftroke comming)turne their face away? And thofe who for their healths fake caufe them 
felvesto be cut and caurerized, cannot endure che fight of che preparations, tooles, inftru- 

ments and workes of the Chiturgion, but becaufe the fight fuould haveno part of the paine 
or {mart ? Are not thefc fic examples to verifie the authoritie, which fenfes have over dif- 

courfe ? We may long-enough know that fuchaoneslockes or flaring-treffes are borrowed 

of aPage,or tak é from fome Lacky, that this faire ruby-red came from Spaine, & this whice- 

nes or {moothnes from the Ocean fea:yet muft fight force us co find,and dteme the fubjcét 

more lovely and more pleafing,againft all reajon. For,in that there i$ nothing of irs owne, 

etuferimur cult ; cemusis, auroqueteguatur 


Crimina, pars minima eft ipa puella/ni. Ovid. vers, ami 


Sape ubi fit quod ames inter tans multarequiras : 
Decipit hac oculos -Lgide dives amor. 
Weare miffe-led by ornaments: what is amiffe 
Gold and gemmes cover; leaft part of her felfe the maiden is, 
*Mongft chings fo many you may afke,where your love lies, 
Rich love by this Gorgonian thield deceives thine eyes. 
How much doe Poets affcribe unto the vertue of the fenfes,which makes Narciffzs co have 
even fondly loft himfelfe for thelove of hisfhadow ? 
Cuntlaque mratur, quibus eff mirabilis ipfe, 


1.343. 
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He ail admires, whereby himfelfe is admirable, 

Fond he, fond of himfelfe, to himfelfe amiable, 

He, that doth like,is lik'd, and while he doth defire; 

Heis defired, at once he burnesand fets on Gre. 
and Pigmsalions wit’s(o troubled by the impreflion of the fight of his ivory ftatue, that hee 
loveth and ferves it,as if it had life: Sted ; 
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Ofcula dat,reddigue putat, fequiturque,tenctque, 

Et credit tattis digstos infidere membrss, 

Et metnit preffos veniat ne lsvor in artis. 

He kiffes, arid thinks kiffes come againe, 

He fues, purfues and holds, beleeves in vaine 

His fingers finke where he doth touch the place, 

And feares leaft black and. blew toucht-lims deface, 

Let 2 Philofopher be put in a Cage made of fmall and thinefer iron wirejand hangeden 

the top of our Ladies Church fteeplein Parts 5 he fhall, by evident reafon, perceive chat itis 
impoffible he fhould fall downe out of it; yet can he not chufe( except he have beene 
brought up in che trade of Tilers or Thatchers)but the fight of that exceeding height muft 
needs dazle hisfight, and amaze or turne his fenfes. For,we have much ado'co warrant our 
{elves in the walks or battlements of an high tower or fteeple, if they be bartlemented and 
wrought with pillers, and Somewhat wide one from another, although of ftone,and neytr 
fo trong. Nay, fome there are, that can fearcely thinke or heare of fuchwhights. Beta 
beame or planke be laid acro{fe from one of thofe two Stceples to the other,as big, as thick, 
as ftrong, and as broad, as would fuffice any man to walke fafely uponirt, thereisno Philow 
fophicall wifedome of fo great refolution and conftancie, that isable to encourage and per~ 
{wade us to march upon ic, as we would, were it below on the ground. ' I have tometimes 
made triall of it up our mountaines on this fide of Jtalse,yet am I one of thofe thet will not 
eafily be affrighted with fuch things,and I could not without horror to my minde & trem, 
bling of leggs & thighes endure to leoke onthofe infinite precipices and ftcepy downe-fals, 
chough I were not neere the brim,nor any danger within my length, and more; & unlefle 
Thad willingly gone to the peril, [could not poflibly have falne. Where Talfo noted,thac 
how deep (oever the bottome were, if but 2 tree,a fhrub,or any out-butting crag of a Rock 
prefented it felfe unto our eyes, upon thofe fteepie and high Alpes,fomewhatto uphold the 
fight ; and dividethe fame , it doth fomewhat eafe and alfure us from feare’, as if ic were a’ 
ching,which in our fall might either helpe or uphold us: And that we cannot without fome 
dread and giddineffe in the head , fo much as abide ro looke upon one of thofe even and 
downe-right precipices - Ut defpics fine vertigine finsul oculor i animnig, wow poffit So as they can 
not looke downe without giddine fe both of eyes and mindes:W hich isan evident deception of the 
Gght. Therefore was it,that a worthy Philofopher pulled out his eyes,that fo he might dif- 
charge his foule of the feducing & diverting he received by them , & the betrer & more 
freely apply himfelfe unto Philofophy. But by thisaccompr, he fhould alfo hav e ftopped 
his cares, which(as 7 beopbraftus faid )are the moft dangerous inftruments we have to receve 
violent and fodaine impreffions to trouble and alter us , and fhould, in the end,have depri- 
ved him(elfe of all his other fenfes,thar is to fay,both of bis being, and life. For, they have 
the power to command our difcourfes and fway our mind: Fit etiam fepe Specie quadam fepe 
vocnm gravitate & cantibus vt pebantwr anim vebementins : [epe etiam cura G& timore, [t comes 
topaffe,that many times our minds are much moved with fome fhadow,many times with decp fownd- 
ing,or finging of voices matty tinses with care and feare. Phyfitions hold,that there are cercaine 
complexions, which by {ome founds and inftruments are agitated even unco furie, I have 
feene fome, who without infringing their patience , could not well hearea bone gnawne 
under their cablesand we fee fewmen, but are mtich troubled at that tharp,barfh and ceeth= 
edging noife that Smiths make in filing of braffe,or {craping of iron and fteele rogethers 
others will be offended, if they but heare one chew his meat fomwhatr aloude ; nay , fome 
will be angrie with , or hatea man , that either fpeaksin the nofe,or ractles in thethroar. 
That piping prompter of Gracchus,who mollified,raifed, & wound his mafters voice, whi- 
left he wasmaking Orations at Kome ; what good didhe, ifthe morion arid qualitic of the 
found, had nor the force to move, & efficacie to alter the atditories jadgment?Verily there 
is great cauleto make fo muchadoe,and keepe fuch a coyle about che conftancic and firme 
nelle of this goodly piece, which fuffers ic felfe to be handled, changed,and turncd by the 
motion and accident of fo light a winde. The very fame cheating and cozening , that fen- 
fes bring to out underftanding ,themfelves receive it in theirturnes, Our mind doth like 
wife take revenge of it, they lie, they cog, and deceive one another a vie. What we fee and 
heare, being paflionaely tranfported by anger, we neither fee nor heare.it as itis, 
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Et (olens geminum, & duplsces fe oftendere Thebas, 
That two Sunnes doe appeare 
And double Thebes are there, 
The objeét which we love, feemeth much morefairer unto us, then it is 
Multimodis igitur pravos turpe/que videmius 
Efe i delirys, fummoque in henore vigere, Luerl.4. 11473 
Wetherefore fee tharthofe, who many waies are bad, 
And fowle, are yet belov’d, and in chiefe honour had. 
and that much fowler,which we loath, To apenfive and heart-grieved man,acleare day 
feemes gloomicand duskic. Our fenfes arenot onely altered, but many times dulled, by 
the psflions of the mind. How many things {ce we, which weperccive not, if our mind be 
éither bufied or diftra&ted elfewhere ? 
—inrebus quoque apertis nofcere poffis, = 
Sinon advertas aninsum,proinde effe, quafi omni hid. 808. 
Tempore femotafuersnt, longéque remota. 
Ev’n in things manifeft it may be feene, 
If you marke nor, they are, asthey had beene 
s At all cimes fever’d farre, remoovedcleane. 
t The foule {eemeth to retire her felfe into che inmoft parts, and ammufeth the fenfes fa: 
culties:So that both the inward and outward parts of man are full of weaknes and falfhood. 
Thofe which have compared our lifeuntoadreame, have happily had more reafon fo to 
doe ,thenthey were aware. When we dreame,our foule liveth, work eth and exercifeth all 
her faculcties,even, and as much,as when it wakerh; and if more foftly, and obfcurcly; yee 
o verily not fo, as that ic may admit fo greaca difference, as there is betweene a darkenight; 
I anda cleare day: Yea as betweenea night and a fhadow: There it fleepeth, here it flum- 


a 
? 


q breth : More or leffe, they are ever darkneffes, yea Cimmerian darkneffes.. We wake fleep- 
tn ing, & fleep waking.In my fleep I fecnor.fo clearegyet can I never find my Waking cleare 
ad enough, or without dimnctfe,Sleepe alfo in his deepeft reft,doth fometitnes bringdreames 


afleepe : Bur our waking is never fo vigilant, asiemay clearely purge and diffipate the ra 
vings or idle phantafies, which are the dreamesof the waking,and worfe then dreames, 
Ourreafon and foule,receiving the phantafies and opinions, which fleeping feize on them, 
& authorifing our dreames aétions,with likeapprobation,as it doth the daies, Why make 
we not a doubr, whether our thinking,and our working be another dreaming,and our wa- 
king fome kind of fleeping?If the fentes be our firft Iudges,itis not outs that muft only be 
. called tocounfell : For,in this faculrie beafts have as much (or more)right,as we. It is moft 
| certaine,that forme have their hearing more{harpe then man;orhers their fight; others thei 
{melling; otherstheir feeling, or tafte, Democritus faid,that Gods& beafts had the fenfitive 
faculties much more perfeét then man. Now betweene the effects of their fenfes & ours,the 
difference is extreame, Our fpertle cleanfeth and drieth our fores, and killetly Serpents, 
« Tantaque in bis rebus diftantia differitaque eft, 

Ur quod alys cibus eft, alijsfuat acre venenuns. 

Sape ctenim ferpens, bomints contattafalivay 

Difperit, ac fefe mandendo conficit ipfa. ; 

There‘is fuch diftance, and {uch difference in thefethings, i) 

As what to one is meate, Canother poifon brings. 

For oft a Serpent touche with fpettle of aman 

Doth die; and gnawit felfe with fretting’ allhecan. 

What qualicie fhallwe give unto fpettle,either according tous, or according to the Ser: 
petit ? by which two fenfes fhall we verificits true effence, which we feeke for ? Phiny faith, 
that there are cercaitie Sea-hares in Jadia,thattous are poifonjand we bane to rhem;fo that 
Wwe die, if we but touch chesnow whether is man or the Seashare poifon? Whom fhall we bes 
leeve, eitherthe fith of man,or the'ma of ifh?Some quality of theayre infeétech ma,which 
nothing at all hurreth the Oxe : Some other the Oxe, and'not’ man : Which ofthe two i 
either in truthjornacure the peftilent quality?Such as are troubled with theyellow jan- 
dife, deeme all things they looke upon to be yellowith,which {¢ eme more pale and wante 
them thenco us, ph ta 
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Lurida praterea finmt quacuuque tuentus 
eArquatt. 

And all chat jaundis’d men behold, 
They yellow ftraight or palith hold. 

Thole which are ficke of the difeafe which Phifitions call Hypo/phagma, which isa fuf- 
fufion of blood under the skia, imagine that all things they fee are bloodie and red. Thofe 
humors that fo change the fights operation, what know we whether they are predomis 
nant and ordinarie in beafts ?For,we fee fome, whofe eyes areas yellow as theirs thar 
have the jaridife, others, thathave them all blood-fhotten with redneffe: It is likely thae 
the objeéts-collour they looke upon,feemeth otherwife to them then tous: Which ofthe 
two judgements thall betrue ? For, it isnot faid, that the effence of things, hath refea 
renceto manalone. Hardnetfe, whiteneffe, depth and fharpneffe, couch the fervice and 
concerne the knowledge of beafts as well as ours: Nature hath given the ufe of chem to 
them, as wellasto us. When we winke a little with our eye, wee perceive the bodies we 
looke upon to feeme longer & out-ftretched. Many beafts have their eyeas winking as we, 
This length is then happily the crue forme of that body, and not that which our eyes give 
it, being intheir ordinarie feate. If we clofe our eye above,things fecme double unto us. 

Bina lucernarum florentialamina flammis, 
Et duplives bominum facies, e corpora bina. 
The lights of candels double flaming then; 
And faces twaine, and bodies twaine of men. 

Tfour eares chance to behindred by any thing, or that the paflage of our hearing bee 
ftop't, we receive the found otherwile, then we were ordinarily wont. Such beafls.as 
have hairie cares, or chat in lieu of aneare have but alittle hole, doe not by confequence 
heare that we heare, and receive the found otherchen it iss We {ee at folemne fhewes or 
in Theaters, that oppofing any collourd'glaife betweeneour eyes and the torches lights 
whatfoever isin the roome feemes or greene, or yellow, or red unto us, according to the 
collour of the glaffe. ic 

Et valge faciunt id lutea rufjaque veltty 

Ex ferriginea,cum magnis satenta theatres 

Per malos volgata trabe/que trementia pendent : 

Namque sbi conce[[um caveai fabter, & omnes 

Scenat Spectems, patrum matrumque deorumaque 

Inficiunt coguutque {uo volitarecolore, 

And yellow, rufler, ruftie curtaines worke this feate 
In common fights abroade, w here over skaffolds great 
Stretched oni matts, {pred over beames, they hang Rill waving, 
Allthe feates circuit there, and all the ftages braving, 
Of fathers, mothers, Gods, and all the circled thowe 
They double-die and in their collours make to flowe. 

Icis likely, that thofe beafts eyes,which we feeto be of divers collours,produce the ap4 
parances of thofe bodiesthey looke upon, to be like their eyes. To judge the fenfes 
operation,it were then neceflary we were firtt agreed with beafts,and then berweene our 
felves,which we are not, but ever-and-anon difputing about that one feeth, heareth or 
cafteth fomething to be other, then indeed tt iss and contend as much as about any thing 
elfe,of the diverfity of thofeimages, our fenfes teport unto use A yong child heareth, fe- 
eth, and tafteth otherwifeby naturesordinary rule, then aman of thirtic yeares; and heo- 
chetwife then another of threefcore.. Fhefenfes areto fome more obfcure and dimme, 
and to forme more open and quicke, We receive things differently, according as they are, 
and feemeuntous. Thingsbeing then fo uncertaire, and full of concroverfie, it is no lon- 
ger a wonder if it be told us, chat we may avouch {now to fceme white unto.us 5 but to af- 
firme chat its fychin efflence andin trath, we cannot warrant our felvess which foundatis 
on being fo thakei, all the: Scierice in the world muft necellarily goe to wracke. What? 
doe our fenfes themfelves hinder one another? To che fight a pifture feemeth co be raifed, 
aloft, and inthe handling flat: Shall we fay that muskeis pleafing or no, which comforte 


eth our {melling and offendeth our tafte ? There are Hearbs and Ojntments, whieh to 
pme 
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creafe pleafe them the more : to whether of chetwo fenfes yeelded they, eithertothe fight 
prefenting chofe members asbig and great as they wifhe hemor to the feeling that prefen- 
ced chem little and to be difdained ? Is it our fenfes thaclend'thefe diverfe conditions tn- 
to fubjeéts, when for all chat;che fubje&ts have but one ? as we feeinthe Bréad We éace sit 
isbue Bread, but one ufing ir; itr maketh bones, blood, flefh, haire, andinailet thereof: 
Ve cibus in membra atque artus citm diditur omnes 
Digperit, atque aliam nat wram {afficit ex /e. 
Y As meateé diftribured into the members, dies, 
Another nature yer it perifhing fupplies. 
The moiftnetfe which the roote of a tree fuckes, becomes a°trunke, 2 Jeafe and fruite? 
And the aire being but one;applied unto a trumpet, becommmeth diver{e in a thoufand {art 
of founds, Is it our fenfes (fay 1) who likewife fafhion of diverfe qualicies thofe fubjeéts,or 
whether have they them {0 and fuch ? Andiuipon this doubt} what may’wee conclude of 
their crue eflence ? Moreover, fince the accidents of fickeinelle, of madneffe, or of fleepe; 
make things appeare other unto us, thenthey feeme unrothe healthie, unto the wife, and 
tothe waking :Tsit not likely, chat our rightfeate and narurall humors, have alfo wheres 
with to givea being unto things, having reference utito their condition; and to appropri- 
arethem roit felfe, as doe inordinate humorszand our Isealch as capable to give them his vi- 
fage,as fickenetfe? Why hath not the eemperateman foftie forme of the objeéts relative un- 
to himfelfe,as the intemperate: and fhall nox he likewife imprint his Charaéter jfthem 2 
The diftafted impute wallowithnes unto Winesthe héalchie,good raftei& thethirfty brisk- 
netfe, rellifh and delicacic, Now our condition appropriating things unto ir felfe, andrranf 
forming chem to its owne humour: wee® know: no more how things are in footh and 
truths For: nothing comes unto us but falfified and alrered by our fenfes. Where the compaffe ; 
the quadrant orthe roler are crooked: all proportions drawne by them, andall the buil- 
dings ereéted by their meafure, are alfo necelfarily “defe&tive and imperfedt. The unée: 
taintieof our fenfes yeelds what ever they produce, alfo uncéitaine) 
Denique ut in fabrica, fs pravaeft regula prinsa, 
Normaque fifallax rettis regionibus exit, 
Et libella aliqua ex parte claudicat biluns, 
Omnia mendofe fiert, atque obftipa nece [um eft, 
Pravdy cubantia, proa, fupina, argue abfona retta; 
lam ruere 4t quadans videantur velle, ruantque 
Proditajudicysfakacibus omnia primis. 
Hit igitur rariotibi rerum prava neceffee ft, 
Palfaque fit falis quécunque a fenfibus orta eff. 
Asin building it the Grftrule betoblame, | 
Andthe deceitfall (quire erre from right forme aiid frame, 
& If any inftrument wane any jot of weigh, ; 
All muft needs faultic be, and ftooping in their heighe, ; 
The building naught, abfurd, upward and downeward bended: 
Asif they meant to fall,and fall,as;they incended; 
Andallchis as betrayde 
By judgements formoftaid. disc, edi | 
Ot things the reafon therefore needs mutt faultie hee 
And falfe, which from falfefenfes drawes its pedegree; « hess-a5 
As for the reft, who fhall bee a competent ludgein chefe differehtes? As wee faidin'cor- 
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troverlies of religion, chat we muft havea judge enclined to neither party,and free from 
partialitie, or affe€tion, whichis hardly to be had among Chriftians;fo hapneth icin thiss 
For if he be old, he cannor judge of ages fenfe;himfelt being a party inthis controv erfiez& 
foif.hebey ong;healchy,ficke, fleeping or waking ,it is albone: Wehad need of fome body 
void and. exempted from all chefe qualities, chat without any preoccupation of judgement 
might judge of thefe propofitionss as indifferent unto him: By: which accoumpt we fhould 
havea ludge, chat wereno.man. Fo judge of the apparences that we receive of fubjedts, 
we hadneed havea judicatorie inftrament:to verific his inftrament; we fhoald have des 
monftracion;and to approve demonftration,an inflrument:thus are we ever turning round, 
Since the fen(es. cannot determine our difputation,themfelves being fo full of uncertainty; 
at mutt chen be reafon: And noreafon can be eftablifhed without another -reafons then are 
‘We ever going backe unto infinity. Our phantafic doth not apply it felfe ro ftrange things, 
but israther conceived by the inrerpofitid of fenfes;& fenfes cannot comprehend a range 
fubjeét;Nay not fo muchas theit owne paffionssand{o,nor the phantafie,nor the apparence 
is the fubjeéts, but rather che paflions only, and fufferance of the fenfeswhichpoffion & fub- 
jetare divers things :T herefore who judgeth by apparences, sudgeth by a thing different from 
the fubject. And to {ay,that the fenfes paltions referre che qualitie of ftrange inbjcéts by ree 
ferablance unto the foule: How can the foule and the underftanding reft ailured of that ree 
f{emblance,having of it {elfe no commerce,with forraigne fubj céts? Evenas hie thatknowes 
not Secrates,(ceing hispiCturescannot fay that it refemblech him. And would a man judge 
by apparenees, bei byall, it .isimpoflible; for by their contraries and differences they bin- 
der one another,as we fee by experience. May it be that fome choice appatences rule and 
dire&t the others? This choice muft be verified by anotherchoice, thefecond by a third: & 
fo (hal we never make an end n.few.theress uo conflar exifieecgneither ofour being,nor of the obs 
sef}s.And we,and our judgement, and all morcall things elfe douncellantly rowle, turne,&¢ 
pa(le away. Thus can nothing be certainely eftablithed,nor of the onc;nor of the others 
both the judgeing andthe judged being in:concinuall alteration and motion. We have no 
communication with being; for every humanemature is ever in the middle becweene being 
borne aad dying; giving noching of it felf¢ but an ob{cure apparence & fhadow, and an.un- 
certaine and weake opinion.And if perhaps you fix yourthoughe to tcke its being; it would 
be even,as if one fhould go about to grafpe the water:for,how muchthe more he fhal clofe 
and preffethar,which by. its ownenature is ever gliding ,fo much the more he fhall loofe 
what he would hold and faften.Thu:,(ceing all things are fubjeétto paile from one change 
ro another;reafon, which therein feeketh a reall fubliftence,findes her felfe deceived as una- 
ble to apprehend any ching fubfiftent and permanent:forfomuch as each thing eithercom- 
methto a being,and is not yetaltogetherjor, beginneth to dy beforeit be borne. Plato faid; 
that bodies had never an exiftence but indeed @ birth, {uppoling that Homer made the Océ» 
an Father,and Thetés Mother of the Gods, thereby tofhew.us, that all things are in conti- 
nuall motion, change and variation. As he fayth,a common opinion among tall che Philo- 
fophers before his time;Ouly Parmenides excepted, who denied any motion to be inthings 
of whofe power he maketh no {mall accoumpt.Pithageras,chat cach thing or matcer Was €- 
ver gliding,and labile. The Stoicks affirme,there isno prefene time,and chat which we call 
prefent,is but conjoyning and affembling of furure time. & paft. Heraclstus averreth that no 
man ever entered twife one fame riversEpicarmas avoucherh that who ere while borowed 
any mony doth not now owe itsandthar be whoyefternight was bidden co dinner this day, 
commeth to day unbidden;fince they are no more themielves,but are become others: and 
that one mortall fabftancecould.not twife be found inone felf eftate:for by the fodaineffe 
and lightneffe of change, fomerimes it wafteh, and other times it affemblerhsnow it comes 
& now it goes;in fuch fort,that. he who beginaeth to be borne, never comes to the perfects 
ion of being. For,this being borne commerh never to.an end,nor ever ftayeth as being at 
an end;but after the feed proceedeth continually in change and alceration from one to ano- 
ther. Ass of mans {eed,thereis firft made a fhapelelfe fruicin the Mothers Wombe,thé a fha- 
pen Childe,then being outof the Wombe,a fucking babe,afterward he becometh a ladde, 
then confequently a ftripling,then a full growne man sthenan oldman,and in the end an 
aged decrepite man.Se that.age and fub{equent generation goeth everundoing & wafting 
the precedent, Mutat enins naunds natnram totins ates , 
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Ex alioque alins flatus excipere emnia debet, 

Nec manet vila [ut fimilis res, omnia migrant, 

Omnia commutat natura & vertere cogit. 

Of th’vniverfall world, age doth the narure change, 
And all things from one ftate muft to anorher range, 
Noone thing like it felfe remaines, all things doe palfe, 
Nature doth change, and drive to change, each thing that was. 

And when wedoe foolifhly fearea kind of death, when as we have already paft, and 
dayly pafle fo many others. For, not only (as Heraclitus faid) the death of fire is a genera- 
rion of ayre sand che death of ayre, a generation of Water: But alfo we may moft evident- 
ly fecic in our felves, The flower of age dieth,fadeth and fleeteth, when age comes upon us, 
and youth endech in the flower of a full growne mans age: Child-hood in youth, and the 
firft age, dicth in icfancie: and yefterday endeth in this day, and to day fhall dieinto mors 
row. And nothing remaineth or ever continneth in one fRate. For to proveit, if we fhould evet 
continue one and the fame, how is ic then,that now we rejoyce at one thing,and now ar an- 
other? How comesit to patle,we love things contrary,or we hate them,or we lovethem,or 
we blame thé? How is ic, thac we haue difference affe€tions, holding no more the fame fenfe 
in the fame thought? For it is not likely, that without alteration we fhould take other pafli- 
ons, and what admitteth alterations, continueth not the fame: and if it be not one felfe fame, 
chan is it noczbuc rarher wich being all one, the fimple being doth alfo change, ever becom: 
ming other from other, And by confequence Natures fenfes are deccived and lie falfly;ta- 
king what appcareth for what is;for want of truly knowing what it is that is.Bur then whac 
isit, that is indeed? That which is eternal!jthat is to fay,thac which never had birtl:, nor ¢~ 
ver fhall have end; and co which no time can bring change or caufe aleeration.For time is 2 
flecting thing, and which appeareth as in a fhadow; with the matter ever gliding, alwaies 
fluent, without ever being ftable or permanent; to whom rightly belong thefe termes, Be- 
foreand After:and, it Hath beene, or Shallbe. Which at fir fight doch manifeftly thew , 
that it isnot a thing,which is ;for, ic were great fottifhnetfe, and apparent falfe-hood, to 
fay, that that iswhich is nor yet in being, or that already hath ceafed from being. And con- 
cerning thefe words, Prefent, Inffant, Even now, by which it feemes, that efpecially weup- 
hold and principally ground theintelligence of time sreafon difeovering the fame, doth 
forthwith deftroy it: for prefently it fevereth ita fanderand divideth it mro future and 
paft time, as willing to fee itneceflarily partedintwo, Asmuch happeneth unto nature , 
whichis meafured according untotime, which meafurech her: for no more is there any 
thing in her; that remaineth or is {ubfiftenc: rather all chings in her are either borne or 
ready to beborne, or dying. By meanes whereof, it werea linne to fay of God, who is the 
only thatis,that he was or fhall be:forthefe words are declinations, patfages,or Viciffirudes 
of that, which cannot laft, nor continuc in being. Wherefore we muft conclude ; that or 
by God ts,not aecording to any meafure of time,but according to animmoveable c immutable cter- 
nity, not meafured by time, nor [ubjeEE to any declination, before whom nothing ts, nor nothing fhall 
be after, nor morenew nor more recent, but one really being : which by one onely Now or Prefent , 

lleth the Euer, and there ts notbing that truly 1s, but he alone: Whichout faying, he hath bin, 
or he fhall be, without beginning, and fans ending, To chisfo religious conclufion of a 
heathé man, will only adde this word ,taken from ateftimony of the {ame conditi6, for an 
end of this long and tedious difeourfe which might well furnifh me with endle{f¢ matter. 
Oh what a vile and abjett thing ss man (laith he) vnleffe be raife hitsfelfe above humanity! Ob- 
ferve here a notable {peech, and a profitable defire ; but ikewife abfurd. For to make the 
handfull greater then the hand, and the embraced greater then thearme ;and to hope to 
Rtraddle more then our legs length;is impoffible and monftrous:nor that man fhould mount 
over andabove himfelfe or humanity ; for, he cannot fee but with his owne eyes, nor take 
hold but with his owne armes, He fhall raife himfelfe up, if ir pleafe God extraordinarily 
tolend him his helping hand. He may elevate him(elfe by forfaking and renouncing his 
ownemeanes, and {uffering himfelfe to be elevated and raifed by meere heavenly meanes. 
Ic is for our Chriftian faith, not for his Stoicke vertueto pretend or afpire to this divine 
Metamotphofis; or miraculous tranfmuration. * 
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Of judging of others death. 


Hen we judge of othersaffurance or boldneffein death, which without all pers 
V adventure, is the moft remarkeable aétion of humane life,great heed is to be taken 
of one thing, which is, that 2 man will hardly beleeye he iscome tothat. point. Few met 
die with a refolution,that it is their laft houre: And no wher doth hopes deceit ammufe us 
more. She never cea{eth to ring in our eares, that ochers have beene(icker, and yer have 


done greater wonders. 1 he reafon is, that we make too much account of our felves, It 
feemeth, that the generality of things doth in fome fort fuffer for our annullation, and 
iH takes compaffion of our ftate. Forfomuch as our fight being altered , reprefents unto ic 
All felfe things alike; and we imagine, that things faile it, as it dothto them: As they who 
i travell by Sea,to whom mountaines, fields, cownes, heaven and carth, {eeme togoe the 
| fame motion, and keepe the fame courfe, they doe: ; 
| Vir. Zend 3.92 Provehimur portu,terraque urbe(que recedant. 
We fayling launch from harbour, and 
Behinde our backes leave townes, leave land. 

Who ever faw old age, that commended not times paft, and blamed not the prefene, 
charging the worldand mens cuftomes with her mifery ,and lowring difcontent 2 
i Jamque caput qualfans grandis fis[pirat arator, 
Vt Et cum tempora temporibus prefentiaconfert 
THerali2et33, Prateritis, laudat fortunas fepe parentis 

Et crepat antiquum genus ut pietate repletum, 


Thegray -beard Plow-man fighes, fhaking his hoarie head, 
: 


Compares times that are now, with times paft heretofore, 
Praifes the fortunes of his father long fince dead, 

And crackes of ancient men, whofe honefty was more. 

i We entertaine and carry all with us: Whence it followeth, that we deeme our death to 
{ 


i be fome great matter, and which paffeth not {0 eafily, nor without a folemne confultation 

iH of the Starres ; Tot circa unum capnt tumnltnantes Deos. So many Gods Reeping a ffirre about 

fl one mans life. And {omuch the more we thinkeit, by how much the more we praife our - 

i felves. What ? fhould fo much learning and knowledge be loft with fo great dammage, 
withourtthe Deftinics particular care ? A foule fo rareand exemplar, cofis ic no more tobe - 

killed, chen a popular and unprofitable foule ? This life, that covereth fo many others, of 

| whom fo many other lives depend, that, for his ufe poffefleth fo great apart of the world 

i andfilleth fo many places, is it difplaced as chat which holdeth by its owne fimple ftring ? 
No one of us thinkes it fufficient, to be but one, Thencecame thofe words of Cafar co 
| his pilot, more proudly fwolne, then the Sea that threatned him: 

Italiam fi caloauthorerecn{as, 

Me pete : fola ribi canfa bac eff iuftatimoris, 

Uellorem non nolfe tustms; perrumpe procellas 

Tutelafecure mei: 

| If Jtaliethou doe refufe with heaven chy guide, 

! Turnetheeto me: to thee only juftcaufe of feare 

i 

{ 
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Is that thy paflinger thou know’ft nor: ftormic tide 
Breake through, fecure by guard of me, whom chou doft beare. 


Aad thefe. 
A : —— credit jam diguapericula Cafar 
| Fdid.6 536 Fatis effe fais : tamtnfque evertere ( dixst) 
} Ses Mefuperis labor eff, parva quem: puppe (edentens. 
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T am magno petsere mart, 

Czfar doch now beleevethofe dangers worthie are 
O; his fer face; and faies, doe Gods take fo much pain 
Me toundoe, whom they thus to affaule prepare 

Set in fo {mall a skiffe, intucha furging maine ? 

And this common foppery, that Phebss for one whole yeare, bare mourning weedes on 

his forehead for the death of him: 
Tite etiam extintto miferatus Cafare Romam, 
Cum caput obfcura nitisum ferrugine texit. 
The Sunne did pitty take of Rome when Ca/ar dide, 
When he hisradiant head in ob!cure ruft did hide, 

Anda thoufand fuch, wherewith the world fuffers ic felfe to be fo ealily conicatcht, dees 
ming that our ownce interefts difturbe heaven, and his infinitieis moved at our leaft a&ti- 
ons. WNontanta calo focieras nobifcumeft, ut noftro fato mortalis fit ille quoque fiderums Sulgor. 
There is no [uch focietie betweene heaven and us, that by our deftinie the foining of the flarres 
foouldbe mortallasweare. And to judgeasefolution and conftancic in him, who though 
he be in manifeft danger, doth not yet belecucit, it isno reafon: And it fufficeth not, that 
he dic in that ward, unle(fe he haue direétly, and for chat purpofe pur himfelfe into it; Ic 
hapneth, that moft men fer a fterne countenace on the matter, looke big, and {peake ftout- 
ly, thereby to acquire reputation, which if they chance to live, they hope.co enjoy, Of all 
I haue feene die, fortune hath difpofed their countenances, but not their deffeignes, And 
of thofe which in ancient times haue put them(felvesto death, the choife is great, whether 
it were a fodaine death, or a death having timeand leafure, Thatcruell Romane Emperor 
faid of his prifoners, that he would make chem fecle death :-And if any fortuned co kill 


- himfelfe in prifon, That fellow hath efcaped me (‘would he fay.) He would extend and 


linger death, and caufe it be felt by torments. 
Vidimus G toto quamuss in corpore caf, 
Nil anime lethale datum, smorémque nefande 
Durum favitia, pereunty parcerc morti. 
And we have feene, when all the body tortm’dlay, 
Yer no ftroke deadly giv'n, and that in humane way a 
OF tyranny, to {pare his death chat fought co die. 

Verily, it is not fo greatamatter, being in perfeét health, and well ferled in mind, for 
one to refolveco kill himfelfes Ic is an cafie thing to fhew ftoutneffe and play the wag be- 
foreonecometothepinch. Sothat Heliogabalus the moft difloluce man of the world, » 
midft his moft riotous fen(ualicies, intended, whenfoever occafion fhouldforce him to ir, 
tohaucadaintie death. Which, that ic might not degeneratefrom che reft of his life, he 
had purpofely cauled a ftately cowre to be built, the nether part and fore-court whereof 
was floored with boardes richly fet and enchafed with gold and precious ftones, from-off 
which he mighr headlong throwe himfelfe downe : Hc had alfo.caufed cordesto be made 
of gold and crimfon filke, therewith toftrangle himfelfe: and a rich golden rapier,to chruft 
himfelfethrough : and kcpt poifon in boxes of Emeraldes aud Topafes, to poifon him- 
felfe with, according tothe humor he might have, to chufe which of thefe deaths fhould 
pleafe him. 

Impiger & fortis virtute coatt da. 
A ready minded gallant, 
And in forft vaiour valiane. 

Notwithftanding, touching this man, the wantonnelffe of his preparation makes ic more 
likely that he would have fainted, had he beeneput to his eriall. But even of shofe,who 
moft undantedly have refolved themielves tothe execution,we mutt confider (I fay.) whe- 
ther it were with a life ending ftroke, andthat tooke away any leafure co feele the effeét 
thercof.For ir is hard to guefle, feeing life droope away by little and litele, the bodies-fee- 
ling entermingling it {elf wich che foules, meanes of repentanc being offered,whether in fo 
dangerous an intent, conftancie or obftinacie were found in him. In Ca/ars civill warres, 
Lwtins Domitius taken in Prufia,hauing empoyfoned himfelfe,did aftcrward ruc & repent, 
his deede, [¢hath hapned in our daics,that fome having refolvedte di; and at firft. nor 


ftricken 


Virg. Georg. ti 
1 +466, 


Plin.nat.bift, 
12.6.8. 


Lb.4.79%. Gee 
vi. 


‘The Jecond Booke. Chap.13 


ae 


it. Tule. qk. Ve 


ftricken deepe enough, the fmarting of hisflefh, chrufting his arme backe, twice or thrice 
more wounded himfelfe anew, and yet could never ftrike fufhciently deepe. Whilft the 
arraignement of Pantins Silvanus was preparing, Prgelania his grandmother, fent him a 
poignard, wherewith not able co kill himfelfe throughly, he caufed his owne fervants to 
cutte his veines. Albucil/a in Tsberins time, purpofing to kill her felfe, but ftriking over 
faintly,gave her enemies leafure to apprehend and imprifon her,and appoint her what death 
they pleafed. So did Captaine Demsoffbeies after his difcomfiture in Sicike, And C: Figg, 
briahaving over feeblie wounded himfelfe, became a futor to his boy ,to make an end of 
him. On the other fide, O fforizs, who forfomuch as he could not ufe his owne arme, dif 
dained to employ his fervants in any other thing but co hold his dagger ftiffeand ftrongly ; 
and taking his running, himfelfe caried his throate to its point, and io was chr through, 
To fay cruch, it is a meace a man muft {wallow without chewing , unleffe his throate bee 
froftthod. Andtherefore Adrianusthe Emperour made his Phyfitionto marke and take 
the juft compalfe of the mortall place about his pap, that fo his aime might not faile him, 
to whom he had given charge to kill him. Loe why Ce/ar being demanded, which was 
the death he moft allowed, anfwered, the leaft premeditated, and the foorteft. If Coefar {aid ir, 
it isno faintnefie in metobelieveic. ef (Fort death (faith Plinie)is the chiefe happe of humane 
life. It grievech them to acknowledge it, No man can be faid, co be refolved to die, chat 
feareth co purchafeit, and chat cannot abide to looke upon, and out-ftare it with open cies, 
Thofe which in times of execution are feencro runneto their end, and haften the execuri- 
on, doe it not with refolution, but becaufe they will take away time to confider the fame ; 
it grieves them riot to be dead, bur to dis, 

Emors nolo, fed me effe mortnum, nihil affimo, 

I would not die too foone. 

But care not, whentis doone. 

It isa degree of conftancie, unto which I have experienced to arive, as thefe that cat 
themfelves into danger, or into the Sea, with clofed eies.In mine opinion, there is nothing 
more worthy che noting in Socrates life,ch€ to have had thirty whole daies to ruminate his 

leaths-decree, to have digefted it all that while, with an aflured hope,withour difmay or, 
rion,and with a cour{e of actions and words, rather fuppreft; and loofe-hanging, then 
out-ftretched and raifed by the weight of fuch a cogitation. That Pomponius Asticus,to 
whom (icero writeth,being ficke,caufed Agrippe his fonne in law, and two or three of his 
other friends tobe called for, to whom he faid; that having allaid,how he got nothing in 
going about to be cured, aid what he did to prolong his life did alfo lengthen & augment 
his griefe,he was now determined to make an end ot oneand other;intreating them to al- 
low of his determination,and that by no meanes,they would lofe their labour to diffwade 
him from it, And having chofen to end his life by abftinence,his fickneswas cured by acci« 
dent; The remedy he had employed to make himfelfe away, brought him to healch againe, 
The Phyficions, and his friends, glad of fo happy a fucceiTe,and rejoycing chereot with 
him, were in the end greatly deceived;for,with all they could doe,they were never ableto 
make him alter his former opinion, faying;that as he muft one day paffe chac careire,and be- 
ing now fo forward,he would remove the care,another timeto beginne againe. This man 
having with great leafiure apprehended death, is not only no whit difcouraged, when he 
comes to front it, but refolucely falls upon it : for being fatisfied of that, for which he was 
entred the combate,in a braverie he chruft himfelfe into it,to fee the end of ir. It isfarre fr 
fearing death,to gocabout co tafte and favour the fame. The hiftorie of Cleanthes che Phi- 
lofopher is much like to this, His gummes being {wolne,his Phyfitions perfwaded him to 
ufe great abftinence, having fafted two daies, he wasfo well amended, as they told him 
he was well, & might returne to his wanted courfe of life. He contrarily having already ta- 
ited fome fweetnes in this fainting,refolveth not to draw backe, but finifh what he had fo 
well begunne,and was fo farre waded into. T#iins Ad arcellinus, a yong Romane Gentle- 
man, willing to prevent the houre of his deftiny, to ridde himfelfe of a difeafe, which tor- 
mented him more than he would endure, although Phyfitions promifed certainely co cure 
him, howbeit not fodainelyscalled his friends unto himto determine about ic : fome ( faich 
Seneca) gave him that counfell, which for weaknefle of heart, themfelves would have také: 
others for flateri¢,that which they imagined would bemoft pleafing unto him : but acer- 
taine 


Chap. 1. The fecondBooke. 


taine Stoke ftanding by, fatdithus unco himws:Z vile not thy setfe MarceHinus, ds if thoi de- 
rermined/?. [ome weightie matter, te liver none a.great thing, thy ba/ @ groomes and bruit beasts 
Lyve'alfoy: but it;t4.a matter of confequence ta dte honeftty, wiped, ana conftantlys>Remember how 
long iets etlon dackt one fanoe'thing, to Gate,to dtinke, and -fleepe, to.drinke, to fleepey to eate. Wee 
areeverurcefantly wheeling inthis endle(ie cirele, Not only,bad: and untolerable:accidents, 
bur'chewery faciery co live,ibtings adefite of death. AZancelsniss had noneed of'a man:to 
counfell, buriof.one tohelpe him: his {ervants were afraid tomeddlewith:him:; bur chis 
Philofopher made them to underftand, thor familiars are (ufpeRed},onely. when the 
queftion is, whether the maifters death have beene voluntary : ocherwife it would bee as 
badan example to hinder him, as to kill him, forsfinuch as, 

; fautrem gus fervat, idem factt occtdentt. 

Who iaves aman againft his will, 
Doth ev’n as much as_he fhould kill 
Then he advertized Marcellinus, that it would not be unfeemely, as fruic or comfets at 

our tables; when our bellies befull,are given unto by-ftanders, forhe life ended, to diftri- 
bute fomething to fuch as have beene che minifters of it. AZarceliinus being of a frank and 
liberalidifpolinon ,éaufed.ctreaine fummes of mony tobe divided amongfthisfervants,agd 
comforted them, And for the reft there needed neither yromnor bloody he underrooketo 
depart fromthis.life, not by ranning fromac: Not to é{capelfrom death; but rocafteingAnd 
to haveleifuretoconditionor bargaine with death, having quir all mannerof nourifhment; 
the third day enfuing; aftga ihe had caufed himfelfe to.be fprinkled over with. luke- warme 
water, by little and litle he comfumed away; and.( as hefaid ) née. withouc fome volupru- 
oufnefle and pleafure, Verily; fuch as have had thefe faintingsand (wowning s:of the heart; 
which proceed from, weakhelle, fay, thacchey feeleno paine ar allinthem, bueratherfome 
pleafure, as of aipallage ro fleepe, and reft.. Thefe are premeditaredjand digefted: deaths: 
But that (ato alone, may {eryeto all examples of vertue; it feemerh, his good deftiny caul- 
ed that hand wherewith hegave himfelfethe facall blow, to beflickeandfore: that fo hee 
might have leifure co affront death and to embrace it, reenforcing hiscqurage in chat dan- 
ger,in lieu of mollificing the fame. And theuld] fave reprefented hianin his proudeft ftare, 
it fhould have beene all bloody-gored, rearing his entrailes, and rending his gutts, rather 
chen with afwoud in hishand,as did the ftatuaries of histime. For; this fecond ‘murther, 
was much miore furious, chen the firft. 
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CHar. XIITI, 
How that our (pirit hindereth it felfe. 


FT isa pleafantimagination,to conceive a {pirit jaftly ballanced berweéne two equall de- 
fires. For, it ismot co.bedoubred, thar he thall never be refolved upon any match: Forfo- 
much as thé application and choife brings an inequality of prife:And’ who fhould place us 
berweene a Botcle of wine, and aGammon of Bacon,..with. an equall appetite to eat and 
drinke, doubrletle there were noe remedy, but to die of chirft and of..hunger. To pro. 
vide againft this inconvenient, when.the Stoikes were demanded, whence the election 
ft wo indifferent things cortimeth into our foule (and which, caufegh, ‘thar from outa 
great numberof Crownes.or Angells. we rachertake onethen.another, when there is 
noreafon co.induceustopreferre any onebefore others) chey anfwer,. that this, motion 
of the foule is. ¢xtragrdinarie and irregular comming into us. by a ftrange, accidentalland 
cafuall impulfion. In my opinion, jt might rather be faid,chat nothing is prefented una 
tous, wherein there. is not fome difference, how light fo everac bee,.si;And chat either 
tothe fight, or ro the feeling, there is ever fome choife, which cempteth and drawesg 
us to it, though imperceptible and. nor to bee diftinguifheds In like manner, hee 
that fhall prefuppofe a twine-thrid equally ftrong all-throughy,ic. is:impoflible by 
allimpoffibilitie thax it breake, for, where would you have che faw.or breaking co be- 
ginne ? Andat once to breake in all places cogether, it.is not in natures Who fhould 
alle 
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cc ee eae 
k . alfoadde tothis, the Geometrical propofitions, which by che certainety of cheir demons 
a ftrations, conclude; the contained greater chen the containing; agd*the centre as great ag 
his circumference: And thet finde two lines tinceflanrly approaching one unto another, 
and yetcan neversticere and joyne togethers And the Philofophers tone; and quadrarure 
of theicitcle, where thc reafon and the effeéts are fo oppolite might peradvencure drayy 
thence fome argument to falve'and Helpe this bold fpeech of Pliny: Solera terswm; mbil fe 
Plinmat.bif, Certs, C bomsine nihil muferinsane [uperbius, This onelpis fares chag-rbere ss nothing (res and 
6,806.7 nothing more wiferable and yet more arrogant then matt: i 


Cap. XY, 


aa 


That oun defires are encreafed by difficultie, 
Here is no reafon but hatlvanother contrary unto ie; faith the wile party of Philos 
phers. I did erewhile ruminateupon this notable faying, which ancanicient ‘writer 
alleageth: for the contempt of life, No good cars bring us any plealure, except that, again[f 
Sex.cpift.gs, whofeloffeweareprepared : Inaquo eft,dolor amilfe rei, timoramnttende’, Sorrow for a thin 
loft jana feate of Lofing it, are onan even ground, Meani ng to gaine thereby, that che fruitic 
omof life cannon pertely be pleafing unco us,.if we ftand in any teare to lofe its A man 
might Aevertheles fay on the contrary part,that we embraceand clafpe this good folmich 
theharder, and with more affcétion, as we pereciveit ro beleile fure, and teare it thould 
be raken from us, For, it is manifeftly found, thatias freis roused up’ by the affittance’of 
cold,even fo our. willis whetted on by that which doth refitie, 
Ovid Amb: St nunguarns Danacn habusffee abenca tnrrts; 
tisth.t9. 37% Now effee Danae de lovefatta parent, 
If Danaehad noc beene clos'd in brazen Tower; 
Jove had not clos’d with Danae in golden fhower; 

And that there issnorhing fo naturally oppolite to our afte, a3 fariery, which comes fré 
eafe and facility, nor nothing thar fo much fharpeneth it, as 'rareneifeand difficulty, Om- 
nine rerum Voluptas ip/o quo debe fugare periculo créfcir,. The delight of all shings encreaferh 
by the danger, whereby it rather foould terrifie sheia that affettiz. —~ 

Galle negas fatiatur Amor hifi gandia torquent. 
Bart.tg,epig; Good wench, deny , my love is cloied, 
JS.te Volefle joyes grieve, before enjoyed. 
, To keepe lovein breath and longing, Lycurge ordained, that the maried men of Laceded 
monsa wight never converfe with their wives, bus by ftealth, and chacit thould be as great 
an imputation and fhame co finde them laid together, 2s if chey were found lying with o- 
thers. The difficuley of affignations or macches appointed, the danger of being (urprifed, 
and che thame of enfuing to morrow; 
co languor, oF flentiunes 

Et baterepetiius ixso (psritus, 

And whilpering voice, anid languifhment, 

And breath in fighes from deepe fides fenc, eee , 
are chechings thar giverelith and tattne({eto the fewee. How many moft lacivioufly-ples- 
fant {ports, proceed from modeftand fhamefatt manner of fpecch, of the daliances and 
workes of love? Even Voluptuoufneile feekes to provoke and ftirre ic felfe up by fmarting. 
Icis much {weererwhen it itcheth, and endeared When it giulech, The curtezan Flora’ 
was wont to fay, tharfhe neuer lay with Pompey, bucfhe made him carry away ‘the markes 
of herteethy 
L2uod pesitre, premunt are, faciinrque dolorens 
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Sogoesit every where: Rarene[[e and difficulty giveth cfteeme unto things, Thofe of Adarca 
d? Anconain Italy, make their vowes, and goc on pilgrimage rather unto Jamesin Gah 
cia, and thofe of Galiciarather unto our-Lady of Loreto. In the Country of Liege, they 
make more account of che Bathes of Luca; and they of Tu/cany cfteeme the Baths of Spawe 
more then their owne: In Rome the Fence-{chooles are ever full of French-men, when few 
Romans come untothem, Great (ato,as well as any elfe, waseven cloicd and diftafted 
with his wife, fo long as fhe was his owne,but when another mans; then wifhed he for her, 
and would faine have lickt his fingers ather. | have heretofore put forth an old ftalion to 
foile, wlio before did no fooner fee or {mel a Mare, but was fo luftys that no man could 
rule him, nor no ground hold him, cafe and facilitie,to come to his owne when he lift;hath 
prefencly quailed his ftomacke, and fo cloyed him, that heis weary of them: Bue toward 
ftrange Mares, and the firft chat paflech by his pafture, ther¢isno hoe with him, but fud- 
denly he returnes to his old wonted neighings, and furious heate, Our appetite doth 
contemneatid paffe over what he hath in his free choife and owne poffeflion, to runne afs 
ter and purfue what he hath noe. 
Tranfuolatin medio pofita, & fugientiacaptar. 
Ic over: flies what open lies, 
Purfuing onely that which flies: 
To forbid s anything, is the ready way to make us long for its 
———nifitu fervare puelam 
Iucipés, inciptet definere ef[e medy 
If youbegin not your wench coenfhrine; 
She will begin toleave off ro be mine. 

Andto leave it alrogether to our will, is burto breede diflike and contempt ints; So 

that o want, andtohave ffore, breedeth one felfe (ame inconventence. 
Tibi quod fuper eft, mths quod defit, dolet. 
You grieue becaufe you have to much 5 
Ir griev’s methat Lhave none fuch. 

Withing and inioying trouble us both alike. The rigor of a miftris is y:kefome, but 
eafe and facility (to fay true) much more ; forafmuch as difconcentand vexation procecd 
of the eftimation we have of the thing defired, which fharpen love, and fer ic afire: Where- 
as Satiety begets diftafe: Itis a dull; blunt, weary, and drouzy paflion: 

Signa volet regnare din, contemnat: amantem; 
If any liftlong to beare fway, 
Scorne the her lover, ere fhe play. 
CORLEHNHE ATMMANTESs j 
Sichodie venitt fiqua negavit heris 
Lovers, your loversfcorne, contemne, delude, deride 3 
So.will thee come.to day, that yelterday denied. 

Why did Poppea devilero maskethe beauties of her face; but to endearethein to ber-lo- 
vers? Why are thofe beauties vailed downetothe heeles, which all defire to fhew, which 
all. wiflito fee ? Why doethey cover with:-fo many. lets, one over another, thofe. pares, 
where chiefly confifteth our-pleafure and theirs? And to. what purpofeferve thofe barica- 
does, & verdugalles, wherewith our women arme cheir flankes, but to allure our appetire, 
and envcaglé.us tothem by. putting usoff? 

Es fugit ad falices, & {e cupstante viders 

Sherothe willow’sruns.to hide, 

Yet gladly would the fiult be {pide. 

Interdum tunica duxit operta moray 

She covei’d with her cote in play , 

Did fometimemake a fhort delay. 

Wheteto ferves this mayden-like bafhfulneife, this wilfull quaincnetfe; this fevere counce: 
nance,this {eeming ignorance of thofe chings,which they know better than our felves,chac 
goc.about toinftrudt chem, bur to encreafea defire,and endcare a longing. in us,to vanquilh, 
to gourmandize, and.at our pleafure, ro difpofe all chis {queamifh ceremonie, and all thefe 
peevith obftacles ? For,it isnot only a delight, but a glory co befor & debauch this dainty 
and 
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and nice {weernetIc,and this infantine bafhfullnefle, & to fubjeéta marble & fterne graviry 
tothe mercy of our flame. Ic isa glory (fay they)to triumph over modefty, chaftity and 
temperance : and who ditIwadeth Ladies fromthefe parts; betraicth both them and him. 
felfe, Icisto be fuppofed, that their heart yerneth for feare, that the found of our wordes 
woundeth the puricy of their eares,for which they hate us,& with a forced conftraint,agree 
to withftand our jmportunitie. Beauty with all hermight,hath not wherewith to give a 
tafte of her felfe without thefe interpofitions.Sze in Jta/ie, wher moft,and of the fineft beau. 
ty is to be fold, how it is forced to feck other ftrange meanes and {uttle devifes,arts & tricks, 
to yeeld her felfe pleafing and acceptable:and yet in good foorh,doe what it can, being ve. 
nal and common, it remaineth feeble, & is even languifhing. Even as in vertue, of two equall 
effelts,we hold that the faireft,e> worthieft wherein are propofed more lets,e which affordeth grea. 
ter hazards, I is an effeét ot Gods providence,to fuffer his holy Church,to be vexed & ture 
moyled as we fee, with fo many troubles and ftorines to rouze,and awaken by this oppofi- 
tion and ftrife the godly and religious foules,and raifethem from out a lethal] lecurity, and 
ftupified flumber,whercin fo long tranquillity had plunged them.If we fhall counterpoize 
the loffe we have had, by the number of thofe,that have frayed out of the right way, and 
the profic that acrueth unco us,by having taken hart of grace,and by reafon of combate raie 
fed our zeale,and forces; wot not whether the profic doth furmount the loife.We thoughe 
to tie che bond of our mariages the fafter.by remouing all meanes to diffolve them; bur by 
how much fafter,thar of conftraint hath bin tied,fo much more hath chat of our will and afe 
fe€tion bin flacked and loofed: Whereas on the contrary fide,that, which fo long timeheld 
mariages in honour and fafty in Reme,was the hberty to breakethem who lift, They kept 
their wives the better ,forfomuch as they might leave them;and when divorces might free 
ly be had, there paft five hundred years & more,before any would ever make ufe of them, 

Quod licer, ingratum ef quod non licet acrins urit, - 

W hat we may doe, doth little pleate : 

It woormes us more, that hath teffe eafe, 

To this purpofe might che opinion of an ancient Writer be adjoyned; that rorments do 
rather encourage vices, than fuppreffe them; chat they beget nor a'care of well-doing, 
which is the worke of reafon & difcipline,but only a care nottobe furprized in doing eyill, 

Latins excife peftis contagta ferpune, 
Th’infe&tion of the plague nigh {pene 
And rooted out, yet furcher wene, 

T wot not wherher it betrue,but this I know by experience, that policic was never found 
tobereformed that way. Theorder and regiment of manners dependeth of (ome other 
mearie. The Greeke ftories make mention of the Agrippians, neighbouring upon Scithia, 
who live without any rod or ftaffe of offence, where not onély, no man undertakes to 
buckle with any other man,but whofoever can but fave himfelfe,chere(by reafon of their 
vertue and fandtity of life jis as it were in a Sanétuary: And no'man dares fomuch as touch 
him.Many have récourfeto them,toattone & take up quarrels and differences, which arife 
amongft men elfe where, T here is a Nation, where the inclofuresiof Gardens & Fields they 
intend to keep feverall,are made with a {eely twine of cotten, which amongft thé is found 
to bemorefateand faft,then ate our ditches and hedges. Faren fignata /ollicitant, Aperta ef= 
fratharivs praterit. Things fealed up folicite a thiefe to breake thems open:Whereas a common bir= 
Liayer will pale by quietly things that lie open. Armongtt otherimeanes, eafe and facility doth 
haply cover and fence my houfe from the-violence of civil wares: Inclofure-and fencin 
drawe on the enterprife; and diftruft,the offences I haue abated anid weakned the fouldiers 


‘defigne,by taking hazard & all meanes of military glory fromthieit cxploite,which is wont 


to ferve them for a title,and ftead chem for anvexcufé. ‘Whatis performed couragioufly, at 
what time juftice lieth dead, & law hath not her due courfe;is ever done honorably. Iyeeld 
them theconqueft of my houfe daftardly & trecherous. It is never fhutto atty that knoc~ 
kech, Ic hath no other guardian or provifion but'a Porter,as an‘ancient cuftome, and uled 
ceremony, who ferveth not fo much to defend my gate,as to offeritimort decently & cour 
ceoufly to all commers, Ihave nor watch not fentinell, buc what. the Starres keepe for mee, 
That Gentleman is much co blamie,who makes a fhew to ftand pon his puarde,except he 
bevery ftrong indeed. Whofo is open on oné fide; isforevery where, OurFore-fachers 

never 
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ling of fronrire-T ownes or Caftles, 
icane without battery, and troopes of arme 


dmen) andto fur: 
es encreafedaily beyond the meanes of Zaraing or defending, Mens wire 
; d on that way. Aninvafion concerneth all, cl 
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Mine was {ufficiently flrong, according to che times when it wag 
nothing untoitthar way ;and I would feare ; the ftrensth of j¢ 

fhould turne gainft my felfe. Seeing apeaceable time will require we {hall unforcifie them, 
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[tis dangerous not robe able to recover them again¢, and it is hard forone tobe a(lured of 

them or, concerning inteftine broiles, your owng fervane may. be-of that faktion you 

> 
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And wl crereligion ferveth fora precence, even alliances and confanouj. 
c an 


Mh nitie become miftruftfull under colour of puftice.. .Commonrents cannot éntertaine out 
’ private garifons, They fhould all be coniumed. We havenor wherewith, NOr are wee ae 
‘a ble to doe ic, without ourapparent ruine,or more incommodioufly,andtherewithall inju. 
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* rally mimon peoples deftruftion.. The ftate of my. lofle thould not beé 
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you chance to bea loofer, your owne friends are readier to acoufe 
vidence and unhedineffe then to moane you, and excufe your ignorance and 
areleiieneffe, concerning the offices belonging to your profefii 


7? a 


oules haue beenc loft, whereasminecontinueth {til 
aflailant. All gards 
It is my 


from the 
orme, as I doe another corner in my foule. Our warre may change forme, and 


aly and diverfifie how and as long asic lift ;but for my felfe] never ftirre, Amorgt 
ricaded and armed houfes, none but my felfe (as farre as I know) of my quali. 
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rely truit dcthe proredtion of his unto the heayens 


ty 
the bor jaue my fe te by 
halfes, If a full acknowledgement purchafech she favour of God, it thall laft me for ever 
unto the end : If nor, Lhave continued long enough, tomake, my continuance remarkea~ 


ble, and worthy the regiftring, What ? Is not chirtic y cares a goodly time? 


tor I never removed neie 
plate, nor har gingssnormy evidences, I will neither feare 
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nd 

im 9f Glory. 

: "T Beri both name, andthe thing : the name, isa voice which noteth, aud fignifiech 
; & theching : thename, is neither part of thing nor of fubftance : it is a ftran er-piece 
; joyned totheching, and from it. God whoinand by himfelfe is all fulneffe, and the type 
! of all perfeétion, cannot inwardly be augmented or encreafed: yet may his name be en 
‘ creafed and augmented, by the bleffing and-praife, which we giue unto his extcriour 


workes ; which praife and ble(ffing fince we cannot incorporate into him, forfomuch as no 
acce{iion of good can be had unto him, we afcribe it unto his name, Whichisa part with- 
: Out him, andthe neercftunto him. And that isthereafon why glory and honour appertaina 
: eth to God only. Andthere is nothing 'orepugnant unto reafon, as for us to goe about toe Ei 

purcha(e any for our felves : For, being inwardly needy arid defeétiue, and our effence ime 
periedt, Sever wanting amendment,we ought only Isbourabout that.We are all hollow 


and empty, and ic is not with breath and words we fhould fill our felves. We haue need 
feives. An huncer 


ofa more folide fubftance to repaireoui 

moft fmple, rather to provide biefelfe of a faire gar 

runneto thar, which 

Glory beto God on high, and peace in earth among ft men ; As fay our ordinary prayers. We are 

an seat wane of beautis, healch, wifedome, vertue and fuch like effenriall parts, Exteriour 

ornaments may be fought for when weare once provided, of neceflary things, — 
Hh oun 


ftarved-man might be thought 
ment, then of a good meales-meate: We mutt 
} “er Cy, Wow Tyan ay eee Ae 

moit concerneth us. Gloria iw exced{is Deo, G in terna pax Dominions, 
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doth very amply & pertinently treate of this fubje&,but Tam not very convertant with it. 
Chry/ippus and Diogenes haue beene the firft,and moft conftane authors of the contempr of 
lory. And amongtt all fen{ualities, chey faid, there was none fo dangerous, nor fo much 
to beavoided, as that which commeth unto us by the approbation of others. Verily ex. 
perience makes us thereby feele, and undergoe many damageable treafons. Nothing /6 
auch empoifoneth Princes as flattery : Nor nothing whereby the wicked minded gainefo ea- 
fie credit aboutthem; nor any enticement fo fit, nor panderfhip fo ordinary to corrupt the 
chaftity of women, then to feed and entertaine them with their praifes. The firft enchanc- 
ment the Syrens employed to deceive Viiffes, is of this nature, 
Deca vers nous, deca, o treflovable Viiffe, 
Et Le plus grand hennetur dont la Grece fleuriffe. 
Turne to us, to us turne, Uliffes thrice-renowned, 
The principal renowne wherewith all Greece is crowned. 
Philofophers (aid, that all che worlds glory deferved not, that a man of wifedowe [hold [0 much as 
Stretch forth his finger toacquire st. 
Gloria quantalsber quia erit, fi gloria tantum est ? 
Neuer {fo glorious name, 
What ift, be it but fame ? : 
I {ay for it alone: for it drawes many commodities afterit, by which it may yeeldit felfe 
dcfirable:Iepurchafech us good will:It makesus leffe expofed ro others injuries and offen- 
ces, andfuch likethings. Ic was alfo one of the principal decrees of Epicurus: for,that pre- 
cept ofhis Se&t, Hipe Tuy Lire, which forbideth men to meddle with publike 
charges and negotiations, doth alfo nece(larily prefuppofe that a man fhould defpife glory: 
which is an approbation the world makes of thofe actions we giue evidence of, He that 
bids usto hide our life,and care but for our felves,and would not haue us know of others, 
would alfo haue us nor to be honoured & glorified therby. So doth he counfel Zdomencss, 
by no meanes to order his aétions, by the vulgar opinion and publike reputation:unle({e it 
be to avoide other accidentall incommodities, which the contempt of men might bring 
unto him. Thofe difcourfes (are in mine advife) very true and reafonable : But I wot not 
how, we are double in our felves, which is the caufe, thac what we beleeve, we beleeue ic 
not, and cannot rid our felves of that, which wecondemne. Let usconfider the Jaft words 
of Epicurss, and which he fpeaketh ashe is dying: they are notable and worthy fuch a 
Philofopher: bucyet they haue fome badge of his names commendations, and of the hue 
mour which by his precepts he had difavowed. Behold hetea letter, which he endited a 
little before he yeelded up the ghoft. Epicurus so Hermachss health and greeting : Whilft I 
paffed the happy, and even the laft day of my life I writ this , accompanied neverthele (fe with (uch 
pasne in may bladder and angnifh in my entrails, that nothing can be added to the greatue[fe of st 5 yet 
was tt recompenced with the pleafure , which the remembrance of my inuentions and difconrfes 
brought unto my (oule. Now as requireth the affetlion, which even from the infancie thow baft 
borne me and P hilofopby, embrace the protectron of Mecrodorus bis childven : Loc here his letter. 
And which makes me interpret, that che pleafure which in his foule he faith to feele of 
Shis inventions, doth in fome fort refpeé the reputation, which after his death hee thereby 
hoped to attaine, is the ordinance of his laft will and ceftament, by which he willeeh , that 
Aminomachus and Timocrates hisheires, fhould forthecelebration of his birth-day every 
month of Ianuary fapply all fuch charges as Hermachus fhould appoint: And alfo for the 
expence he might be at upon the cwentieth of every Moone for the feafting and enter- 
tainment of che Philofophers his familiar friends, who inthe honour of his memorie and 
of Metrodorus fhould meete together. C arneades hath beene chiefe of the contrary opi* 
nion, and hath maintained, that glory was init felfe to bce defired, even as we embrace our 
ofthumes for themfelves, having neither knowledge nor jovillance of them, This opi- 
pion hath not milled to be more commonly followed, as are ordinarily thofe, chat fit moft 
and come neareft’out inclinations. Arifforle amongft externall goods yeeldeth the firft 
ranke unto it : Andavoideth as two extreame vices, the immoderation, either in fecking, 
or avoiding it. I beleeue, that had we the bookes which Cicero writ upon this fubjcct, 
we fhould heare ftrange mattcrs of him: for he was fo fond in this paffion, as had he dared, 


he would (as Ithinke) haue eafily falne into the excefle, that others fell in 5 which is, 
that 
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that even vertue was not to be defited, but for the honour, whic! 
Paulum fepulta diftat inertia 
(clata virtus,—— 
There is but little difference berweene, 
Vertue conceald, unskilfulneife unfeene, 

Which is {0 falfe an apinion,as I am vexed ir could ever enter mans underflandjn 
had che honour to bearethe name of a Philofopher. If chat were true, a man“needed nC 
to be vertuous but in publike : and we fhould never need to keepethe. foules tio 
order and rule, which is the true feate of vertue, but only fo much as they might come to 
the knowledge of others, Doth then nothing elle belong untoit, but craftily to faile, 
and fubtilly to cozen? If thou knoweft Serpent to be hidden in any place({aith Carneades) 
to which, he by whofe deaththou hopeft to reape commodity goeth unawares to {it upon, 
thou commitreft a wicked 44 ifthou warnehim not of it: and fomuch themore » becaufe 
thy aétion fhould be knowne but to thy felfe, If wetake not the law of wel-doing from 
ourfelves: If impunity bejuftice in us; to how many kindes of trecherie are we daily to 9- 
bandon our felves? That which Sp. Peduceus did, faithfully to reftore the riches which. C. 
Plotivs had committed to his only truft and fecrecie, and as my felfe hauedone often 2 J 
thinke not fo commenda if we had not done it. And I 
thinke it beneficial] i fus his exame 
on{ciences 
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ble, as I would deeme it execrable 


we (hould in our dajes be mindful! of Px! 


sh 
Si 


n that he had received a great inhericanc 


by reac of their authority and mighr,} 


ti 


gerrorl lion of a forged will, that fo he might mak 

fed not to be'partakers of hi torgery,yet refufed not to take fome profit of its Very clofely 
had tl cy kepr themfelves under ch - countenance of the accufations, witnefles and lawes, 
AfLeminerint Deu, fe haberete fem id fF (ut egoarb Jtacutem (aan. Let thems remengher they 
baue God to weineffesthat ts,(as I conftrue it\the } (one 


a’ 


He is A vaine and friveloy 
ry. Invaine fhould we attemptto make her keep 
ld we disjoyne it from fortune: for, What 2s more cafuallthen re. 
omnire deminatur : Eares enattas ex libidine Magis quam ex vero 
celebrat obfiuratque, F ortune gonerneth in all things,and eisher advanceth or abafeth thers rather 
by froward difpofition:then wpright judgement. Tomake aQionsto he knowne and feene, is 
themecre worke of fortune, Icis chance that applieth glory unto us, according to her tee 
mieritic, I haue often feenc it to goc before defert; yea and many timestoout-goc m 

Very much.’ He that firft bet! ughe him! 


nlelfe of the refemblance betweene fhadow and 
gloty,did betcer then} igncor, They are exceeding vaine things. Iralfo often go 
cth before her bx dy, and fometimes exceeds by much in length.- Thole who teach Nobi- 
lity to feeke in valour nothing bur honour: Q uafinonfit bonefwm quod nobilitatuns non fits 
04s though it were not honeff except it were ennobled: What gaine they by ir? But to inflrud 
them neuer to hazard themfelves, unleiTe they befeene of otherssand to be very 
whether fuch witneffesare by,that may report newes of their valour, whereas atl 
occalions, to doe well are daily offered, and:no man by tomarke them 2? How 
ble particular a€tions,are buried in the throng of a Batrell ? Whofoever ammu( 
to controle others, in fo confufed a burly- burly,isnor greatly bufied about it:and produceth 
the ceftimony which he giveth of his fellowes proceedings or exploits q 


f 
1A CH fapiens animi magnitmedo,hone/fum tlud quod maxime naturam fequitnr, in fatlis pofiturms 
mon in gloriaindicat. A true and wife magnantmsitie efteemeth shat houfty,w j 

Nature,to confift sn good altions and not sn glory, All theglory I pretend in my: life, is,thae 1 
haue lived quietly, Quietly nor according to Afetrodoriws, Arcefilas,o 
ding to my {elfe.Since Philofophie could never find any, Way 
Zenerally good, let every man in his particular feeke for ir, * 
ander beholding fo: that ing 
men hath fhe {uppret{ed in tl 


thing, ifit dréw ber commendation from glo 
her rancke apart,and fo fhor 
putation ? Profettofortuna in 


¢ 


. 


; 


ieee himfelle 7, 
againit himfelfe, Ve 


hich eSSecia ly follower 


t_Ariffippus, but acor- 
for tranquility that might be 
x et 
To whom aré Cefar. and Alex- 
nite greatnes of theizrenowne,but to fortune # How many 
1¢ beginning of their progretic,of whom. we. haue no knew. 
ledgeatall, who bare the fame courage that others did,if the ill fortune of their chance had 
nor {faid them even in the building of their enterprifes? Amongft fo many and fo. extreame 


dangers(to my remembrance) I never read, that Ce/ar received any hurt. A thoufand bane 
rs ¥ 
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dyed in letfe danger, than the lea(tof thofe he <fcaped. Many worthy exploits and excele 
lent deedes mutt be loft, before one can come to any good, A man isnot alwaies upon the 
top of the breach, nor inthe front of anarmy, in che fight of his Generall,as upon a ftage, 
A man may be furprifed betweene a hedge anda ditch. A man is fometimes put co his fo- 
daine fhifts, as to try his fortune againft a Hens-rooft,to ferret out foure feely thorte out of 
fome barne,yea and fometimes ftraggle alone from his troupes ;and encerprife, according 
as neceflity and occefion offereth icfelfe. And if ic be well nored(in mine advice) it will be 
found, and experience doth ceach it, chat the leaft blazohed occafions, are the moft dange- 
rous; and chat in our late home-warres, more good men haue peri(hed in flight and little 
importing occalions, arid in contention about a {mall cotrage, than in worthy atchieve- 
ments, and honourable places. W ho fothinkech his death ill emploied, except it be in 
fome glorious exploit, or famous atcempr;in licy of dignifying his death,he happily obfcu- 
reth his life: Suffering in che meanc time many juft and honor-affoording opertuniti¢sto 
efcape, wherein he might and ought adventure himfelfe. And all juft occafions are glorious 
2.Core%e1%- enough;his owne con (cience publifhingthem fufficiencly co all men, Gloréa noftra eff teffi- 
Aug KOM. 3S¢ — soniums con{cichtia noftra: Our glory ws the teftimony of our confctence. He chat is nor an honeft 
man, but by that which other men know by him,and becaufe he (hall cheberter be efteem- 
ed;being knowne to be fo,thac will not do well but upon condition his vertue may come 
co the knowledge of men;{uch a oneis no maii fré whom any great fervice may be drawne, 
ae _ or good expected. Credoch’ilreffo di quel verno, cofe Ging 
Arioft. O11. catte Faceffe degrit ds tenerne conto, 
Ei .fiam. BX. ¢Mafur fin'a quel remspo fi nafcofe, 
Che sone colpa mia s*hor’non le conto, 
Perche Orlando a far opre virtnefe 
Pinch’, narrate poi fempre era prouto ; 
Ne mai fu alcun’ deli {uci facts ¢[preffa, 
Senon guando bebe steftineonsj appref]o. 
T guefle, he of that winter all che reft 
Archiew’d exploits, whercof to keepe account, 
But they unrill that time werefo fuppreft, 
Asnow my fault ris not, them not co count, 
Becaufe Orlando ever was more preft 
To doe, than tell deedsthat might all furmount. 
Nor wasthere any of his deeds related 
Voleife fome witnefle were affociated. 

A man muft goc to warres for his devoirs fake, and expeét this recompence of it, which 
cannot faile all worthy aétions, how fecret foever ;no notto vertuous thoughts: Iris the 
contentment that a well difpofed confcience receiveth in ic felfe, by well doing. A man 

oft be valianefor himfelfe and for the advantage he hath to hauc his courage placedima 


mu! 
conftant and aflured feate, to withftand all affaulrs of fortune. 
ae Virtns repulfe ne[cia fordide, 
Bor, Carden3: 0 Intaminatis fulget lonoribus : 
2. I7e ¢ 
; Nec fiemst aut ponst fecures 
Arbitrio popularis anra. 
Vertue unskill’d to take repulfe that’s bafe, 
in undefiled honors clearely fhines, 
Acche difpofe of peoples airy grace 
She fignes of honor tak’s not, nor refignes. 

Icis riot only for an exterior fhew or oftentation, thae our foule mut play her part, but 
inwardly within our felves, whereno eyes thine but ours: Thereit doth fhroud us from 
thefeare of death, of forrowes and of fhame: There it affurech us, from the loffe of our 
children, friends and fortunes 5 and when oportunitie is offerd, ic alfo leades us tothe dan- 

ers. of vearre. Non emsolumento aliqne, fed ipfine honeffatis decore: Not for any advantage,but for 
ao i she gracefulnes of boneftiesr felfe. This benefit is much greater,and more worthic to be wifhed 
Ci. fehl and hoped,then honor and glory,which is noughc but afavorable judgement that is made 


of is. Weare often drivento empanell and feleé a jury of twelve men out of a whole 
ea ek countrie 
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of land: And the jud 
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f gcement of our inclinations and 
matter that is) we referre it ro che idle b 


actions (the waightieft and harde 
vaine voice of the common fort and bafe raskalitie, which is che moth. 
injuftice,and inconftancie, Isit reafonto make the life of4 wife man 


oe 


ch of the 


countrieto determincof an acre 
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ay of nora 1a { 
bt OF Igne aE O} 
a pendonthe ' 
ce ae 7 at ef Be a! is x } ’ : 
ment of fooles ? Anquidquam ffultius, quam quos finguloscantemnas, cos aligui 


i aca os nA : ; “e" ALAN, Var 
meVErLOSELS there any thing more foots[h, the tothinke that al together they Are D S. whoevery o hits 
hol a ee ee URE se <3 ) re 
fingle you wonld fet at noughts ? Whofoeveraimeth to oleaferhem, hath never done: [rica 
i Bur, that hath neither forme nor holdfaft, Nid tam in eftimabile eff, guans avimsi maitltitudinss 
Ay orhing ts {0 incomprelenible te be juft mated, as the mindes of the multitude. Demetrius (aid 
merrily of the commen peoples voice, that he madenomoare recko: ing of that which if- 
- © | A aS oe awe 1 : ‘ _ af { 
fued from out his mouth aboue, then ef that which came froma | omely place below’: and 
‘ faith moreover: Ego hoc juatco, fi quando turpe non fit tamen non effe uon turpe, quunsid 2 wnt 
tituaine landetur : Thus / efteeme of tt, tf of it feife it be not difhoneft, yet Can st wot bat be difhes cic oe 


, res, ; eT f : : é ees : : 

ntfe, when tt 1 applauded be the many. No art,nomildnefle of {piric might direét our fteos to 
| ae ye Sas Teeter actane hn = rei ES =" | APT = : : 

follow fo ftragling and difordered aguide.Incthis breathic confufion of binices, and frorhy 

Chaos of reports and of vulgar opinions,which fill pufh.us.on; no good cousfe cat: be cftas 


1319) 


blifl 4 Le eNOr DrAnntle (> ; 1 ; 7 , 
N ay HT | 1d, .etus not propoiclo flceing angio. Wavering an end unto our felves, T et us cons 
i flancly followreafon: And letthe vulgar approbation follow us t Nays It it pleafe : 
‘, And as it depends all on fortune, we haueno law to hope Forst, rather. by any other way 
L by } » @t LIT » f no tr ae a . . : * ; ee de § 
then by that.Should Inot follow a ftrait path for irs fti ughueneile,yet.wou it becaufe 
experience hath raughe me, chat in the end, it is the happicft. and moft profi:ab) lip 


@ tno Oo 
ic, O h God, thou halt fame me if thou pleale,if nor, thou Shale lofe me ; 
get will Thee Ll) £5 , nea thoufand middle, mungrelland 
ambiguous men, and whom.no mant hought tobe more.worldly-wif 
themiclves, where I haue faved my -{elfe, vig 
Refi. facceffu poffecarere dolas. nel.v18, ee 
I{ivild.to fee that wily plots 
Mighe wane fuccefle(and leave men fots.) 

Panlus -Lmilins going tothe glorions expedition of Adacedey, advertized the peopleof 
Rome during his absence, notto {peake.of his aétions.s For, The dicence of dudgemsents is ‘ass 
e/pecsall let in great affaires, Forafmuch as.all men:haue nocthe.con ftancy..of Fabins 
commMmon,.contrary and q 


WNeptaneinagreat { 


. ne fille tr 
uc thanmy felfe loafe 


againkt 


etracting voices 5 who loved better to haue his authority difn 


upc 


bred by mens vaine-fantafies. then.not to petforme his charecio well, with favourable-afid 
popularapplaufe.. There is akind of Iknow not.what natuvall delight char man -hach to 
heare him/elfe commended, but wee yeeldtoo,too- much unto it 
Landari band meiuam, neg, enim gibi corncapibraeft, Perl. (att cade 
| Sedreth finem4, extrensurdg, eferecnfo 
Eucetunm c& belle 


Nor feare Lo be prais’d;for my. guttes arehor horne, 


Burthatthe urmoft end of geod theuld.be, Lcorne, 
Thy O well faid, well done, well plaid. 

I care not (ominch what Lam.with othets, as Irefpeét what Lamin my-felfe. I will bee 
tich by my felfe, and not by borrowing. Strangers fee but excernall apparances and events: 
every man can feta good face upon the matcérywhen within heis full of care,griefe and ins 
firmitics, They fee not my heart, whentheydoeke upon. my outward countenance. There 
is great reafon che hypocrifie that is found. in.warthould be difcovered:Bor,what is more 
¢aliein a man of praétife then co flinch in dangers and to countesfeit.g gallant and a boafter 
} when his heart is full of faingne(lé,and ready to droope for feare? There are{o many waies 

to fhunne occafions for a man to hazard himfclfe in particular, chat. wee (hall haue decei- 
ved the world a thoufand times, before. we need engsge our-felvesinreany perillous ate 


ar 


oS ; 
tetpt ;and even whien wee findour felves entangled in it, wee hall noc want skill hoyy 
to: cloakeiqur fpoit. with a good face , ftearne countenance » and bold! fpeeches: ¥ al- 
chough»our heart!doe quake withinus. And hee that. had the ule of the Placonicall 
Ring, whofe vertue was tomake him inviGible that wore it upon:his. finger , if it were 
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turned toward the flat of the hand; many would hide themfelves, when they fhould moft 
make fhewe of their worth, and would be forie to be placedin fo honorable a place, where 
neceflity may be their warranc of faferie. 

Fal{us honor invat , & mendax infamia terret 

Quem nifi mendofum & mendacen? —— 

Falfehonour tickles ; falfe defame affrights, 

Whom , but the faulcy , and falfe-fierd (prights ? 

See how allthofe judgements , that men make of ourward apparances, are wonderfully 
wncertaine and doubrfull, and there is no man fo furea teftimony , as every man is to him- 
felfe: How many horfe-boyes have we :in them as parteners and companions of our glory? 
He that keepes his ftand in an open trench , what doth he more, but divers poore pionets 
doe as much before him, who open the way for him, and with their bodies theleer him, for 
poorefix-pencea day, and happily for leffe? 

——— non guicquid tarbida Roma 

Elevet , accedas, examenque improbum in sha 

Caftiges trutind nec te quafiveris extra, 

If troublous Ronse fer ought at naughr, make you not one, 
Nor chaftife you unjuft examination 

In balance of their lode: 

Nor feeke your felfe abrode. 

We call chat a magnifying of our name,to extend & difperfe the fame in many mouthes, 
we will have it to be received in good part, & that it’s increafe redound to his benefit: This 
is al that is moft excufable in it’s deffeigne: But the infirmity of it’s excefle proceeds{o farrc, 
that many labour to have the world {peake of them,howfoever it be. Tregus Pempeins faith 
of Heroftratus, and Titus Livins of Manlius Capitolinus that they were more defirous of 
great , then good reputation. It isan ordinary faule 5 we endevour more that men fhould 
fpeake of us, then how and what they {peake,and it fufficeth us,that our name run in mens 
mouthes, in what manner foever. It feemeth that to be knowen, is in fome fort,to havelife 
and continuance in other mens keeping. As for me,! hold that lam but in my felfesand of 
this other life of mine, which confifteth in the knowledge of my friends , being fimply 6 
barely confidered in my felfe , well wot , Incither feele fruite or joviflance of it , but by 
thevanity of fantafticall opinion. And when I fhall be dead, I fhall much leffe have a feel- 
ing of it: And fhallabfolutely lofe the ufc of crue utilities , which fometimes accidentally 
follow it : I fhall have no more faftneffe to take hold on reputation, nor whereby it may ¢i- 
ther concerne or come unto mee. For',to expeét my name fhould receive it: Firft I have 
no name that is fufficiently mine: Oftwo Ihave, the one iscommon to all my race, yea 
and alfotoothers. There is a family at Paris,and another at Afontpelier,called ALontaigney 
another in Britany, and onein Xaintogne , furnamed de/a-Montaigne. The removing of 
one onely {yllable may fo confound our webbe, as fhall havea fhare in theirglory , and 
they perhapsa part of my fhame, And my Anceftors have here- to-fore beene furnamed 
Higham, or Eyquem , afurname which alfo belongs to a houfe well knowen in England. 
As for my other name, itis any bodies that fhall havea mindefoit. So thall I happily 
honour aPorter in my ftead, And fuppofe] hada particular marke or badge for my felfe, 
what can it marke when J am no more extant ? May it defleigne or favour ingnity? 


une levior cippus nom imepriwsit ofa? 
Landat pofteritas , nunc none manibus illis, 
Nanc nont tamnle fortanague favilla 
Nafcantur viola? : 
Doth not the grave-ftone on fuch bones fit light? 
Pofterity applaudes : from fuch a fpright, 
From fuch atombe, from afhes bletied fo, 
Shall there nor violets { in Cart-lodes ) grow? He 
But of this Thave fpoken elfewhere.As for the reft,in a whole battell, where ten thoufad 
are either maymed or flaine , there are not peradvencure fifteene that fhall be much fpoken 
off, Ie muftbefome eminent grearnes,orimportant confequence, that fortune hath joyned 
unto 
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unto it , to make a private action prevaile , not of a meane fhot alone, but of a chieftaine= 
For, co killa man, or two, or tenne; for one to prefent himfelfe undantedly to death,is in. 
deed fomething to every one of us in particulars for, a mans free-hold goes onit : But in 
regarde of the world, they are fuch ordinary chings,fo many are daily feene, and fo fundry 
alike muft concurre together to produce a notable effet , that wee can looke for no parti- 
cular commendation by them. s 

—_——0a/ns manltis hic cognitus , ac iam 

Tritns , & ¢ medio fortune dufins acervo. 

This cafe isknowne of many, werne with nothing, 

Drawne from the midle heape of fortunes doting. 

Of fo many thoufands of werthie-valiant men,which fifteene hundred yeares fince have 
died in France,with their weapons in hand,not one hundred have come to our knowledges 
The memory not onely of the Generals and Leaders, but alfo of the bartels and viétories 
lieth now low-buried in oblivion, The fortunes of more then halfe the world, forwant 
of a regifter, ftirre not from their place,and vanifh away without continuance.Had Tall the 
unknowne events in, my poffeflion , am per{wadedI mig he eafily fupplant chofe that are 
knownein allkindes ofexamples. What? Of the Romanes themfelves,and of the Greci- 
ans , amongft {o many writers and teftimonies , and {0 infinic rare exploites and matchles 
examples ? How are fo few of them come to our notice? 

etd nos vix tenuis fama perlabitur aire 
Scarcely to vs doth paffe 
Fames thin breath,how it was, 

It fhall be much, ifa hundred yeares hence, the civill warres which lately we have hadin 
France, be but remembred in grotfe. The Lacedemonians as they were going to their bate 
tles, were wont to facrifiee vntothe Mafes, tothe end their deedes might be well written, 
and worthily regiftred ; deeming it a divine favor , and unufuall grace, chat noble ations 
might finde reftimonies able to give them life and memory. Thinke we that at every hog 
that hits us , or at every dangerous attempt we runne into, tohavea Clarke prefent to en- 
role it: And befides, it may be,that a hundred Clarkes fhall write chem, whofe Commen- 
taries fhall not continue three daies, and fhall never come to any bodies fight.We have but 
the thoufanth part of ancient writings: Ic is Fortune, which according to her favor gives 
them either fhorter or longer life ; and what we have, we may lawfully doubr-of, whether 
it be che worfe , fince we never faw the reft, Hiftories are not written upon every (mall 
trifle : [cis requifice chac a man have beene conqueror of an Empire, or of a Kingdome ; a 
man mutt have obtained ewo and fiftie fer battles, and ever with aleffer number , as Cz/ar 
wasand did. Tenne thoufand good-fellowes , and many great Captaines have died moft 
valiantly and coragioufly in purfuice of her, whofe names have continued no longer then 
their wives and children lived: 

——quos famatob(curarecondit. 
Whom fame obfcure before 
Layes up in vaknowne ftore, 

Even of thofe,whom we {ee to doe excellently well, if chey have but once continued fo 
three months,or fo many yeares,there is no more fpeech of ché,then if they had never'bin. 
Whofoever thall in due meafure proportion, and impartially confider , of what kinde of 
people, and of what deedes the glory is kept in the memory of bookes,he fhall finde,there 
are few adtions, & very few perfons, that may juftly pretend any right in chem. How many 
vertuous mea have we {ceneto furvive their owne reputation, who even intheir prefence 
have {een the honor & glorie, which in their young daies,they had right-juftly purchafed, 
tobe cleane extinguifhed ? And doe we for three yeares of this fantafticall andimaginarie life, 
lofe and forgoe oxr right and effentiali life , and engage our (elves ina perpetual death ? The 
wifer fore propofe aright-fairer,and much more juft end unto themfelves,to fo urgent and 
weighty an enterprife.Relte facts, feciffe merces ¢/f:O fficij frukt?, ip/urs officinuse/t.T he reward 
of well doing,is the doing, the frust of eur duty,is our duty.1c might peradventure be excufable 
in aPainter,or other arcificer,or al{o ina Rhetorician,or Gramarian,by his labours to ende« 
vor to purchafe a name: But the actions of vertue are chemfelves too-too noble,to {eeke a- 
ny other reward,then by cheir own worth and merit, and efpecially ro feekeit in the oy 
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of mans judgement. If this falfe-fond opinion doe norwithftanding ferve and {tead acom- 
mon wealth cohold menin their dutie: Ifthe people be thereby ftirred up to vertue s If 
Princes beany way couched, to fee the world biefle and commend the memorie,of Traian, 
and deteft the remembrance of Wero: If chat doth moove them, to fee the mame of thar 
arch-villaine, heretofore fo dreadfull and fo much redoubred of all, fo boldly eurfed,and fo 
freely outraged, by the firft {choler chat unde:takes him.Ler it hardly be increafed,and ler 
us (as much asin us lieth) ftill fofter the fame amongftourfelves, And P/ate employing 
all meanes to make his Citizens vertuous, doth alfo perfwade them, not to <ontemne the 
peoples good eftimation. And faith that through fome divine infpiration it commeth to 
palle, that even the wicked know often, as well by word, as by opinion, how to diftinguifh 
joftly the good from the bad, This man together with his matter, are -woonderfall and 
bold workemen, to joyne divine operations and revelations , wherefoever humane force 


Chap.1 6: 


. faileth. And cherefore did perventure Timon (deeming thereby to wrong him ) furname 


him the greaeforger of miracles. Ve tragict poete confugsnnt ad Deum, cum explicare argu 
mentiexitnm non poffunt, 4s Poets that. write Tragedies have recourse to fome Cod, when they 
cannot unfold the end of their argument. Since men by reafon of their infufficiencie cannot 
well pay themfelves with good lawfull coine,let chem alfo employ falle mony. Thismeane 
hath beene praétifed by all the law-givers: Andthere is no common wealth where there is 
not fome mixture either of ceremonious vanity or of falfe opinion, which as a reftraine fer- 
veth tokeepe the people in awe and dutie.Ic isth erefore,that moft of them have {uch fabu- 
lous grounds and trifling beginnings, and enriched with fupernaturall miftyries, Ie is that 
which hath given credit unto adulrerate and unlawfullrcligions,and hath m@uced men of 
underftanding to favour and countenance them, And theretore did Namatand Sertorizs,to 
make theirmen have a better beliefe,feed them with rhisfoppery;theone, that the Nimph 
Egeria,the other that his white Hinde/brought him‘all the couneels he tooke from the 
Gods. And the fame authoritiewhich Wma gave his lawes under the ticle of this God- 
deiles patronage, Zoroasives Law-giver to the Baétrians and Perfians, gave ‘it ro’his, under 
the name of the God Oremazis: Trifmegifius of the Egyptians of Mercury:Zamolzis of the 
Scithians,of Veta : Charondas of the Chalcedonians,of Satarne: Adinos of the Candiots,of 
er: Licurgus of the Lacedemonians, of Apollo: Dracowand Solon of the’Athenians, of 
fiderva. And every common wealth hath a God to her chiefe:alothersfalfly,butthat cru- 
ly which. Afofes inftitated for the people of Jewry defcended from egypt The Bedoins re- 
ligion(as faith the Lord ‘of lovinuite)held among other things that histoule which among 
themall died for his Prince went dire@ly into another more happy body, nauch fairer and 
ftréger’than the firft:by means wherof,chey much more willingly hazarded their lives for 
his fake.  “Inferrumt mens pronaviris, animaque capaces 
(Mortis: crignavum eft rediture parcere vitae 
Thofe men fword minded, can death entertaine, 
Thinke bafe to {pare the life chat tarnes againe, 

Loe here, although very vaine,a moft needfull do€trinesand profitable beliefe. Everie 
Nation hath ftore of {uch examples init felfe, But thisfubje& would requirea feverall dif- 
courfe. Yet tofay a word more concerning my former purpofe: I doc not countell Ladies 
any longer to call their duty, honour # vt eninecon/wetude loquitur, id folsm ‘dicitar boneftum, 
quod eff popwlari fama gloriofuns : Forascufome fpeakes, that only ts called heneft which ws glers- 
ons by popular report. Their duty isthe marke ; their honour burthe barkeof irs: Nor doe I 
perfwade them to giveus chis exeufe oftheir refufall, im payment ; for | fuppofe,, their in- 
tentions, their defire, and their will, whieh are parts wherein honour can {ce nothing, for= 
afmuch as nothing appearech outwardly there, are yer more ordered then the effets. 

Qua, quin non licent non facie ila facst. 
She doth it, though the'do itnor, 
Becaufe the may nor doe* ( God wot. ) 

The offence both toward God, and in confcience, would be as great to defire it, as'to 
efFeetthe fames Beflides they are in themifelves actions fecret and hid it might ‘eafily be, 
they would fteale fome one from others knowledge, whence honour dependech, had they 
no other refpeét to their dut¥; and effection, which they beareuntochattity, integard of 
itfelfe. Each honorable perfouchuferh rather to lofe his honour , then to forcoe his meh 
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"4 Here isanother kind of glory ,which is an over-good opinion we concciue: of our 
f eats Iris an inconfiderare affeétion, wherewith wee cherifh our {elves, which pre- 
fents us unto our felves other then wearc. Asanamorous paffion addeth beauties. and 
lendeth graces to the fubjeét ir embracech, and maketh: {uch as are therewith polletfed, 
with a croubled conceit, and diltraéted Judgement, todeeme what they loue, and finde 
what they affect, ro bee other, andfeeme more perfe&, chen in tructh ic is, Yer would 
I not hauea man, forfcare of offending in that point, to mifacknowledge himlelfe , nor 
thinke to bec lefle then hee is: A true Iudgement fhould wholly and in every re{pedt 
mainetaine hisright. Icis.reafon,thac as in other things,fo in this fubjeét he fee whae truth 
prefentech untohim. If he be Ce/ar, let him hardly deeme himfelfe the greateft Capraine 
of the world, We are nought but ceremonie ; ceremonie doth cranfport us, and wee Jeauc 
che fubftance of things ; we hold-fait by the boughs, and leaue chetrunke or body. Wee 
haue taught Ladies to blufh, onely by hearing chat named, which they nothing feare to 
doe, Wee dare not call our members by their proper names , and feare not to employ 
them in all kind of diffoluceneffe. Ceremonie forbids us by words to expre(Te lawfull 
and naturall things ; and we beleeue ir. Reafon willeth us to doe no bad or unlawfull 
things, and no man giveth credit untoit. Here I find my felfeencangledin the lawes of 
Ceremonie, for it neither allowes a man tofpeake ill or good of himfelfe.. Therefore will 
wee leauc her at this time. Thofe whom fortune (whether we fhall mame her good or bad) 
hath made co paife cheir life in fome eminent or con{picuous degree, may by their publike 
aétions witneile what they are ; but chofe whom fhe never emploicd, but in bafe things, 
and of whom no man fhall ever fpeake, except themfelves doe ir, they are excufable, if 
they dare fpeake of them({clves ro fuch ashaue incereft in their acquaintance, after the ex, 
ample of Lucitius: =: 
The velat fidis arcana fodalsbus olim 
Credebat lbris: neque fs male,ceferat x[quam, 
Decarrens also neque fi bene? Guo fit, ut omnis 
Votiva pateat veluts deferspta tabella 
Vita fenis, 
Hetiufted to his booke, as to his trufty friend 
His fecrets, nor did he co other refuge bend, 
However well, or ill; with him his torrune went. 
Henccis it, all che life is feene che old man {penr, 
As it were ina Tablenoted, 
Which were unto fome God devoted. 
This man committed his ations and imaginations to his paper, and as hefele, fo he pour- 
traiedhimlelfe. Nec id Rutilio c Scauro cttra fidews, ant obtrettations fait. Nor was that with- 
ont credit, or any imputation to Rutilius or Scaurus.I remember then,thac even from my ten- 
dereft infancy,fome noted in mea kind of I know not what fafhion in carrying of my body 
and geflures,witnefling a certaine vaine and foolith fierceneife. This I will firft fay of ic, chac 
itis noc inconvenient to haue conditions fo peculiar,and propenfions fo incorporated in'us; 
that we haue nomeane to feele,or way coknow them. And of fuch nacurall inclinations, un- 
knowne to us, and without our confenc, the body doth eafily retaine fome figne or impref- 
fion, It was an affectation witting of his beauty, which made Alexander to bend his head a 
little on one fide,and Atcibsades his fpeech fomewhat effeminace and lifping: Inline Cafar 
was W6r to ferath his head withone finger, which is the councenancé of a man furcharged 
with psinefull imaginations: And Cicero(as 1remember)had gotten acuftome to wryth his 
Nofe, which fignificth a naturall (coffer. Sach motions may unawares'and impercepribly 
polletieus. Ochers there be which are artificiall, whereof I will not fpeake,As falutations, 
reverences 
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reverences, or conges, by which {ome doc often purchafe the honour, ( but wrongfully ) 
to be humble, lowly, and courteous: A man may be humble through glory, I am very 
prodigall of cappings,namely in Summer, and I never receiue any from what quality or 
men foever, but I gtue them as good and as many as they bring, except he be fome fervane 
of mine. I with that fome Princes whom! know, would bemore {paring , and impartial] 
difpencers of them, for, being fo indifcreetly employed, they haue no force at all: If they 
be without regard, then are they without effe&. Amongft difordered countenances , let 
us not forget the fterne looke of ( onstantivs the Emperour, who in publike held ever his 
head bolt- upright, without turning or bending the fame on any fide, no not fo much as 
to looke on them that faluted him fideling, holding his body fo fixt and unmoueable,thar 
let his Coche fhake never fo muchyhe kepe ftill up-right : he durftnever {pic nor wipe his 
Nofe nor drie his face before the people. I wot not whether thofe geftures, which were 
noted in me were of this firft condition, and whether in truch I had any fecret propenfion 
tothisfaulr, asitmay well be: and I cannot anfwer for the motions of my body, But con. 
cerning thofe of the foule, I willhereingenuoufly confefle what Ithinke of them, There 
aretwo partsin this glory : Which is co fay, for aman to efteeme himf{elfe overmuch 3 the 
other, not fufficiently co efteeme of others. For the one, firft me thinkes, thefe confiderati- 
ons ought fomewhat to be accompred of. I feele my felfe furcharged with oneetrour of che 
mind, which both as bad, and much more as importunate, I utterly diflike. Iendevour to 
correét it; but I cannor difplace it.It is, becaufe I abate rhe juft value of thofe chings,which 
I potle(fe;and enhance the worth of things,by how much they are more ftrange,abfentand 
not mineowne. This humorextends it {elfe very farre, as doth the pcrogatiue of the au- 
thority, wherewith husbands looke upon their owne wiues with a vicious. difdaine, and 
many fathers upon their children: So doeI,and between two like workes. would I ever 
weigh againft mine, Not fo much that the jealoufie of my preferment, and amendmenr 
troubleth my judgement, and hindereth me from pleafing my felfe, as chat maftery her {elf 
begets a contempt of that which a man poffe(feth and oweth. Policies, far euftomes and 
tongues flaccer me;and Iperceiue the Latine congue by the favour of her dignicy to deceiue 
me, beyond what belongs unto her, as children and the vulgar fort. My neighbours ccco- 
nomic; his houfe,and his horfe, though but of equall value, is more worth then mine, by 
how much more inis not mine owne. Befides, becaufe I am moft ignorant in mine owne 
matters : ] admire the aflurance, and wonder at the promife, that every man hath of him= 
felfe: whereas there is almoft nothing, that I wot 1 know, nor that I dare warrant my felfe 
to beable to doe, Lhaue not my faculties in propofition, or by eftate, and am not inftrpét- 
ed inthem but after the effeét: As doubrfull of mine ownc firength, asuncertaine of ono- 
thers force. Whence it followeth, if commendably I chanceuponany one piece of worke, 
I rather impute it to my fortune, then afciibeicto mine induftry ; forafmuchas | defigne 
themall to hazard, andinfeare. Likewife Ihauethis in generall, that of all the opinions, 
which Antiguity bath had ofmen in grofe, thofe which I moft willingly embrace, and 
whereon I take moft hold, are fuch as moft vilifie,contemnc, and annihalace us.eMe thinks 
Philofophy hath never better cardes to Shew, then when fhe checketh our prefumptjon, 
and croffech our vanity ; when in good f{ooth fhe acknowledgeth her irrefolution, her 
weakenelleand herignorance. Me feemeth the over good conceit, and {clfe-weening = 
pinion man hath of him(elfe, is the nurfe-mother of the falfeft opinions,both publike. and 
particular. Thofe which a cocke-horfe will pearch themfelves upon the Epicicle of Mer= 
evry, and fee fo farre into heaven, they even pull out my teeth, For in the ftudy which I 
profeife, the fubjcét whereof is Man, finding fo extreme a varietie of judgements, fo ins 
extricable a labyrinth of difficulties one upon thé necke of another; {o great diverfitie, and 
fo much uncertaintie, yea even in the Schoole of wifedome it felfe : you miay imagine fimce 
thofemen could never be refolved of the knowledge of themfelves and of their owne-cons- 
dition, which is continually before cheir eyes, which is ever within them; fince they know 
not how that moveth, which themfelves caufeto move, nor how to fet forth the {prings; 
and decipher the wards, which themfelves hold and handle, how fhould I thinke of 
the true caufe of the flux and reflux of theriver Ni/us ? The curiofiry-to’ know things 
hath beene givenco men (as faith the holy Scripture) fora feourge. Bur to come to 
spy particular , it js very hard (mee feemeth ) that fome other regardeth a 
elfe 
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felfe lef, yea and fome other efteemeth me letfe then I efteeme m 
felfe of the common fort excepr in that I deeme my felfe guiltic of the bafeft, and culpable 
moft popular defeéts ; but not difauowed nor excufed, And Tonly prife my felfe, where- 
in I know my worth. If any glory bein me, it is but fuperficially infufed into me; by the 
treafon of my complexion : and hath no folide body appearingto the fight of my judge. 
ment, [am but fprinckled over, but not throughly dyed. Forimtrurh, touching the ef. 
Fes of che fpirir, in what manner foever, therenever came any thing from me, 
tented me, And others approbation is no currant paymenctforme, My judgement is ten. 
der & hardefpecially in mine owne behalf. feele my felf co waver & bend through weak. 
nel: | have nothing of mine owne co fatisfie my judgement. My fight is indifferent] 
cleare and regular; but if I take any ferious worke in hand,it is troubled and dimmed: as] 
perceiue moft evidently in Poefie:I loue it exceedingly:I haue fome infight or knowledge 
10 other mens Labours, buc incruth I play the Novice when J fet my band unto it: Th en 
can Inot abide my felfe. Aman may play che foole every where elf¢, but noc in Poetic, 
mediocribus effe poetis 

Non dy, non bomines, nou conceffere columne, 

Nor Gods, nor men, nor pillers gaue the graunt, 

That Poets in a meane, fhould meanely chaune, 
I would to God this fentence were found in the front of our Printers or 
to hinder the entrance of fo many bald-rimers. 
veruns 

Nilfecurins eff malo Poeta. 

Nothing fecurer may be had, 

Then is a Poet bold and bad. 

Why haue we no fuch people @ Dionyfius the father efteemed nothing in himfelfe fo 
much as his poefie, Inthe times of the Olimpike games, with chariots exceeding all o- 
therin magnificence, he alfo fent Poets and Mufitians to prefenchisverfes, wich tents 
and pavilious gilt and moft fumptuoufly tapiftred. When they firtt beganne to rehearfe 
them, the favour and excellencie of the pronunciation did greatly allure thepeoples atren« 
tion : but when they beganne to confider the fondneiTe of the compofition , they fell as 
fooncto contemne them: and being more & more exafperated fell furionfly into an uprore, 
and headlong ranne in moft {pitefull manner to ceareand caft downe all his pavillions, And 
forafmuch as his rich chariots did no goodat all in their courfe, and the {nip which carri- 
ed his men, returning homeward miffed the fhore of Sicifie, and was by violent ftormes 
driven and {pile upon the coaft of Tarentum, they certainely beleeved, the wrach of the 
Gods to have beene the caufe of it, as being greatly offended, both againft him, and his 
vile and wicked Poeme : yea and the Mariners them(elves that e{caped the fhipwracke did 
much fecond the peoples opinion : to which the Oracle that foretold his death feemed in 
fome fort to fub{cribe: which implied, thae Dionyfius thould be neare his end, at what 
time he had vanquithed thofe that ifhould be of more worth than himfelfe : Which he in- 
terpreted to be the Carthaginians, who exceeded him in might. Andhaving at any time 
eccafion to fighc or grapple wich them, that he might not incurrethe meaning of his pre- 
di&ion, he would often temper and avoide the vi€torie. But he mif-underftood the mate 
ter, for the God obferved the time of advantage, when as through partiall favour and in- 
juftice he obtained the vitory over the tragicall Poets at Athens, who were much better 
than he was, where he canfed in contention of them, his Tragedic, entitled the Leneiens, 
to bepublikely aéted. After which ufurped victorie, he prefently deceafed: And partly 
through the exceffiue joy, he thereby conceived. What I finde excufable in mine, is not 
of it felfeand according to truth : but in comparifon of other compofitions , worfe then 
mine, to which J {ee forme credir given. I enviethe good the happc of thofe » which can 
applaude and gratific chemfelves by their owne labours ; for it is an eafie matter for one to 
pleafe himfelfe, fince he drawes his pleafure from himfelfe: Efpecially if one be fomewhat 
conftant in his owne wiltulnetfe- I know a Pocrafter,gainft whom both weakeand ftrong, 
in company and at home, both heaven and earth, afirme and fay, he hath no skifl 
or Judgement in Pacfie, who for all that is nothing difmaied, nor will not abate 
ne jore of that meafure whereunto he hath fitted him(elfe 5 buc is ever begin. 
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ning. agajne, ever confulting anew., and alwaiespeififting , by fo muchthemore fixedin 
his opinionyby how muchthemore it concerneth him alone, and he only is to maintaine 
it, My compofitionsarefo farre frora applauding me; that as many timesas I looke them os 
fo often am Lvexed at them. 
Cum relego, foripfilfe padet, quia plurimacerno, 
Ade quoque qui fect, judice, digna bint. 
When I re-read, Ifhame I write; for much I fee, 
My felfe, whomade them, being judge, blotted to be. 
Thave ever an Idea inmy.mind, which prefents me with a better forme; then that ] haue 
framed, but L can\neither lay hold onit, nor effect ite Yer is that Idea but of the 
ftamp- Ichereby conclude;that the produations of thofe rich and great mindes 
rages,are farre beyond the extreame extention of my with and imagination. Their 
‘ous doenoronly (atisie and Gl me, but they aftonifh and wrap me into admtira. 
uty , Tfeeit,ifnocto the end, at leaft fo farre asit is impoflible 
atfoever 1 undertake(a8 Péstarkefaith of one) Lowe a facrifice 
reby to gaine their favours, 
—— fi quia enim placet, 
Siquid dulce hominnas, fenfibus snflutty 
Debentur lepides amania gratys. 
If ought doe pleafe, if any {weet 
The fenfe of men with pleafures grece, 
Tothanke the Graces it is meet. 
sether forfake me: What I doe, itis burbunglingly, and wants both polifhing 
eauty. 1 can rate them at no higher value, thea they areworth, My workmanfhipad- 
dethno grace unto the matter. And-that’s the reafon I muft have it ftrong, with good hold- 
faft, and thining of it felfe. If 1 chance to feizeon any popular and more gay, itis to follow 
me, who loue not aceremonious prudence and gloomy wifedome,as doth the world; & to 
glad my felfe,not my ftile, who wouldratherhauc it graucand feveres If at leaft I may call 
thar aftile, whieh isa formelelfe and abrupefpeeehs A popular gibrifh, and a proceeding 
without definition without partition,and fans conclufion,troubled as that: of «Amsafanine, 
and Rabirins. Lam neither pleale, nor glad; nortickle, The beft tale in the world comming 
intomy hands, becomes withered andsarnithed. 1 cannot fpeake but in good earneft, and 
am. altogether barren of that faciliey which I feein many. of my companions , to entertaine 
commers, tokeepawholc troup in talk, co ammufe a Princes cares wish all manner of dif- 
courfes and never to be weary,and never to want snatter,by reafon.of the graces they haue 
in applying their firlt approches,and fitting them,to the humourand capacity of thofe they 
have ro.do.withall, Princes louenot greatly ferious and long difcourfes, nor to tell tales, 
The frftand esfielt reafons (which are commonly the beft caken) 1 can neither employ 
nor meke ule of them, Lam amill Orator tothe common fort, I {peakethe urmoft [know of 
allmatters. (icerothinks,in difcourfes of Philofophy,the exordium tobe the hardeft pare s 
Lf ic befo,kwifely lay hold onthe conclufion, Yet fhoulda man know how to turne his 
ftrings co all aires + And the fharpeft comes ever laft in play. There is at laft as much perfe- 
Gion in raifingmp an empty,asto upholda weighty thing :A man muft {ometimes handle 
matters but fupelficially,andatother times diueintothem. J wot well that moft men keep 
chemfelves on this low ftage,becaufe they conceiue not of things but by the outward fhew 
{ alfo know, that che greaceft Clarkes, yea Xenophou and Plate , are often feene toyeeldto 
this:low and popular fathion, in {peaking of matters, upholding it with thofe graces, which 
Asforthereft, my language hath neither tacilicy nor fluency init, but 
« harfh and (harpe, having frecand unfinnowy difpofitions. And {oiclikech me, if not by 
my judgement, yetiby my inclination. » Bur yer I perceivethac fomerimes I wade coo farre 
é‘ forcing ny felfe roavoideartand affeGtation , I fall into ic another wey 
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unto{peech.If lL fhould undertake to follow this other fmoothe » evenand regular ftile , J 
fhould never attaine unto it. And although the cadences, and breakings.of Salwf, doc bet 
agree with my humour , yet doe I finde Ce/ar both greater,and leiTe calictobe reprefented, 
And if my inclination doth rather carrie mee to the imitation of Senecaes ftile, F omit not to 
efteeme P/atark much more. As well in filence.as in fpeech,1 am fimply my naturall forme; 
whence happily enfueth, that I am more in {peaking than in writing. The motions & a@i- 

ns of the body, give life unto words,namely in them thar move roundly and without affe- 
ation , as I doe,and chat will be earneft. Behaviour, the face,the voice,the gowne, & the 
place, may fomewhat endeare thofe thinigs,which inthemfelves are but meane, as prating, 
Afeffadz complaineth in Tacitus of certaine ftrait garments ufed in his time, & difcommen— 
deth the fafhion of the benches whereon the Orators were to {peak faying they weakened 
their eloquence. My’ French tongue is corrupted both inthe pronuntiation,and elfe-where 
by the barbarifme of my country, I never faw man of thefehither-countries , that didnot 
evidently tafte of his home- {peech,& who often did nor wound thofe cares, that are purely 
French. Yet is itnot becaufe Iam fo cunning in my Perigordin: For Thaveno more ufe of 
it, than of the Datch, nor doeI greatly care. Icis a language( as aremany others round a- 
bout me ) liketo that of Poitou, Xaintogne, Angoule(me, Limofin, and Avergne, {quattering, 
dragling and filthie. There is about us,coward the morfntaines,a Gafcoine tongues which I 
much commend and like, finnowie, pithie,thort,fignificant , and intruth man-tike and mic 
litary,more than any other I underftand, As compendious, powerfull , and pertinent as the 
French is gracious,delicate,and copious. As for the Latine,which was given me for my mo- 
ther-tongue, by reafon of difcontinuance, I havefo loft the prompticude of it , as I cannor 
well make ufe of itin fpeech, and fearcelyin writing, in which I have heeretofore beene fo 
ready ,thatI was called a mafterlin it. Loe heere my lictle fufficienciein that behalfe. Beaty 
#3 "a part of great commendation in the commerce and focsetse of men. It is thechiefe meane of 
reconciliation betweene one and other, Nor is there any man fo barbarous , andfo hard- 
heared, thatin {ome fort feeleth not himfelfe ftrucken with her {weetnes. The body hath a 
great part in our being,and therein keepesa fpecialhrancke; For,his ftru@ture & compofiti- 
onare worthy duccanfideration. Such as goc about to funder our two principall parts,and 
feparat them one from another are much to blame: They ought rather to be coupled and 
joyned faft rogether. The foule muft be enjoined not to retire her felfe to her quarter,nor to 
entertainc her felfe apart, nor to defpife and leave the body ( which fhe cannot well doe, 
except it be by fome counterfaired, apifh tticke ) but ought to combine and cling faft unto 
him, to embrace, ro cherifh, affift, corre&, perfwade and advife him , and if hee chance to 
fwarve or ftray, then to leade and dire&t him:In fine, fhe thould wedand fervehim in ftead 
ofa husband,that fo their effeéts may not feeme contrary and divers, but agreeing and uni- 
forme. Chriftians have a particular inftru€tion concerning this bond , for they know that 
Gods juftice alloweth this fociety, and embraceth this conjun¢tion of the body and foule, 
y¢a fo farre as to make the body capable of everlafting rewards, And that God beholds the 
whole man to worke}& will have him entirely to receive either the punifhmenc, or the re- 
compence, according to his demerits, The Peripatetike Seét(of all Sects the moft fociable) 
artributeth this onely care unto wifedome,in common to procure and provide,the good of 
thele two affociated parts: And declareth other Se&tsto have partialized overmuch, becaufe 
they had given chemfelves to the full confideration of this commixture;this one for the bo« 
dy, this other for the foule,with one like error and overfight,& had miftaken their fubjeé, 
which is Man ;and their guide,whichin generall they avouched to be Nature. The firt di- 
ftin€tion, that hath beene among{t men, and the firft confideration » that gave preheminen- 
ces to fome over others, it is very likely ic was the advantage of beauty. 
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Nam facies multum Valuit,vire/que vi gebant. 

They lands divided arid to cach man fhared 

As was his face, his ftrength, his wit compared, 

For face and ftrength were chen 

Much prized amongft men, 
Tam of a ftaturefomewhat under the meane. This default hath pot only tncomlineffe ini 
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it, but alfo incommoditie:: Yea evenin thofe which have charge and commandement 
over otherss For, the auchoritie which a faire prefence and corporal majeftic endoweth a 
man withalis wanting, Caias (Varins did not willingly admit any Souldiers in his bands 
that were not fix foot high The Courtier hath reafon to require an ordinary ftature in the 
Gentleman he frameth,rather,than any other:andto avoid all ftrangeneife chat may make 
him to be pointed-at: But if he miffe of this mediocritie,to chufe that he racher offend in 
lownes,then in tallnes.1 would not do it ina militari¢ man, Little men (faith Ariffotlejare 
indced pretie , but not beauteous, nor goodly:and in greatnes,is a great fonleknowne.asis 
beautie in a-great and highcbedy.The Ethiopians and Indians(faith he)in chufing oF che 
Kings and Magiftrates,had an efpeciall regardto the beautic & tallnes of the perfons, They 
had reafon, for it breedeth an awfull refpeét in thofe that follow him, and ¢ kind of fearein 
his enemies, to feeagoodly , tall and handfome man march as chiefe and Generall in the 
head of any.armie,or front of a troup: 
Ving. Hine li. 7, Ipfe inser primos praftants corpore Turnus 
725; Vertitur,arma tenens, & toto vertice fupraef. 
Turnws,a goodly man, moneft them that led, 
Stood arm’d, chen all they higher bythe head. - 

Our great, divine and heavenly King,al whofe circumftances oughe with much care. re. 
ligion and reverence to be noted and obferved , hath not refufed the bodies commendati« 
ones pectofits forma pre filijs bominumln favor beastt{ul above the (onnes of men. And Plato wilhe 
eth beautie to. be joyned unto temperance & forticude in the prefervers of his Common. 
wealth. ds it not a great {pice, if being amongft your owne fervants,a ftranger commeth to 
your felfe to aske you where your Lord or -Mafteris ? And that you have nothing burthe 
remainder of a capping. which is aswell puroff ro your Barber,erto your Secrecarie ? As 
it happened to poore Philopamen, who having left hiscompany behind, and comming a- 
lone into‘a houle where he was exprefly looked-for, his hoftes whe knew him nor,and faw 
him to be foil-favoreda fellow, employed him to helpe her maides draw water, andto 
mend the fire for the fervice of Phitopamen, The Gentlemen of his traine being comeand 
finding him fo bufily at worke(for he failednotto fulfil his hofteffescommandement }en- 
quired of him what he did, whoanlwereds I pay the penalsie of my unbandfommeffe, Ocher 
beauties are for women, The beautic of ahandfome comely talineffe isthe only beautie- of 
men. Where lowneffle and littlenetle is, neither the largenefle or roundnefle of a forchead 
nor the whitenes or lovelinetfe of che eyes,nor the pretty fafhion of a nofe,nor the flender- 
nes of the careslirtleneife of the mouth,order and whitenetle of tceth, fmooth thicknetTe of 
a beard,browne like a cheffe-nuc, well-curled and upftanding haire, juft proportion of the 
head,fre(hnes of colour,the cheereful alpeét of a pleating face,the fweer-finelling of abody, 
nor the well decorated compofition of all limmes,can makea hand{ome beautious man.A$ 
for me,l amof a ftrong and well compacted ftatureymy face is nor fat but full, my complexi« 
on betweene joviall and melancholy, indifferently fanguine and hor. ; ; 

Mart.li.6. epi, Vude rigent fetts mibt crura, & pettora villas: 
56-1. Whereby my legs and breft, 
With rough haire are oppreft. 
My health is blith and luftie, chough well-ftroken in age, feldome troubled with difeafes: 
Such I was,for I am now engaged in the approches of age, having long fince paft over forty 
yeares, 
Litt Js %11 40 vsinutatins vires c& robur adaltum 
F. rangit, CH in partem pejorem liquitur atas. 
By little and a little age breakes ftrength, 
To worfe and worfe declining melt at length. 
What hereafter I fhall be,will be but halfe a being,I fhall be no more my felfe,I daily e- 
{cape, and ftill fteale my felfe from my felfe : 
Noy.li.2.epift.2 Siagula denobrs anni predantur euntes, 
. $$. Ycaresas they pafle away, 
Of all our chings make pray. 

Ofaddreffing, dexteritie,and di{pofition, I never had any, yee am I the fon of a well di- 
fpofed father, & of fo blithe and merry a difpofition,that it continued with him even oe 
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extreameft age. He feldome found any man of his condition, and that could match him in 
all exercifes of the body; As I have found few,that have not our. gon me, except ic were in 
running,wherein I was of the middle fort. As for muficke,were it either in voice, which f 
have moft harfh,& very unapt,or in inftruments, could never be taught any part of it. Ag 
for dancing, playing at rennis, or wreftling;I could never atraine to any indifferent {ufficj. 
enci¢e; but none at all in fwimming, in fencing in vauting, orin leaping. My hands are fo 
ftiffe and nummie, that Ican hardly write for m 


y felfe, fochat wharI have once {cribled,] 
had rather frame ic a new, than take the paines to correé it; and I reade bur little betrer, f 
perceive how the auditorie cenfureth me:Otherw 


ife I am no bad clarke, Icannot very wel 
clofe upaletter;nor could I ever make a pen] 


was never good carver at the table. Icould 
never make readie nor armea Horfe:Nor handfomely array a Hawk 


ke upon my filt,nor caft 
her off.or let her flie, nor could I ever fpeake to Dogges, to Birds, or to Horfes, The con- 
ditions of my body are,in fine, very well agreeing with thofe of my minde, wherein is no- 
thing lively;bue onely a compleate and conft 


ant vigor. I endure labour and paine,yet not 
very well,unle(fe I carry my felfe unto ic, andno longer than my defire leadeth and dire- 
&eth me. 


Molliter anfterum ftudiofallente laborem, 
While earneftneffe fox {port or gaine, 
Swectlydeceiv’s the fowreft paine, 
Otherwi(c,if by any pleafure I be not allured,and if I have other dir: ion, 
nuine and free will,I am nothing worth, and I cannever fadge well:For I am a 
tha except for health and life,chere is nothing I will take the 
or will purchafe at fo high a rate, as to tronble my Wits for ic, 
Tanti mili non fit opaci 


Omnis arena T agi quodque tn mare Voluitur anrunss 


than my gee 
tiuch a flay; 
paines to fret my felfe about 
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‘ , ‘ t Tuven fat:3. 34 
So much I weigh not fhadow Tagus fande, 


Nor gold that roules inro the Sea from land, 

Tam extreamele lazie and idle,and exceedingly free, bothby natireand art, I would as 
willingly lend my blood as my care. havea minde free and alrogether her owne; accufto< 
med to follow her owne humor, . Andto this day never hadinor commanding nor forced 
mafter.Thavegon asfarre, and kept what pace pleafed me beft, Which hath enfeebled 
and made me unprofitable to ferve others, and mademe fic and apt but onely for my felfe. 
Andas for me,no man ever needed to force this heavie,lither,and idlenature of mine:For, 
having even from my birth found my felfe in fuch a degree of forcune,Thave found occalid 
to ftay chere:(An occafion not withftanding, that a choufand others of mine acquaintance 
would haye taken as a plancke to pafle over to fearch,to agitation and to unquietnes.) And 

as I have fought for nothing, fo have Iraken nothing, 

Non agimur tunsidis ventis A guslone fecundo, 

Non ramen adver fis etatem ducimus auftris 3 
Viribus,ingenio, [pecte,virtute,loco,re, 

Extrenat primorumyextremis (que priores, 

Wich full failes,profp'rous winde,we donot drive; 
Nor yet with winde full in our teeth doe live, 

In ftrength, in wit,in vercue, thape, goods, place, 
Laft of the irft, before thelaft we pace; 

Thave had no need but of fufficienie to content my felfe : Which being well taken is e- 
Veraregiment for the mind, equally difficult in all forts of conditionsand which by ufe,we 
fee more eafily found in want,than in plenty;peradventure, becaufe that according to the 
courfe of our other paflions,the greedinelfe of riches is more fhatpned by their ufes chan by 
their need:and the vertue of moderation more rare, thanthat of patienee, And | have had 
no need, but to enjoy rhofe 800ds quietly, which God of his bounty had beftowed upon 
me. Ihave tafted no kinde of tedions trouble: Ihave feldome mannaged other than mine 
owne bufineffe:Or if I have,ic hach been upon condition, I might do it at my leifure, and 
according to my will; committed unto me, by fuchas trufted me, and knew me well, and 
would not importune me;For,the skilfull rider, wil reape fome fervice of areftic and wind- 


broken jade, My very Childe- hood hath bgene dircéted by afoft, imilde, gentleand free 
liz . fafhion; 
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fafhid,and ever exempted from rigorous fabjeétion.Al which hath endowed me with a de« 
licate kinde of complexion,and made me incapable of any care: So that Iove,men fhould 
conceale my lo{Tes from me,and the diforders which concerne meInthe Chapter of my 
charges and expences, I have fer downe what my negligence or carelefneffe cofts me,both 
to feed and entertaine my felfe. 
hac nempe fuperfant, 

Que dominum fallant que profint furibrse 

This remnant of accompts I have, 

Which may deceive Lords ,help a Knave. 

I love not to know an accompt of what I have,chat I may leffe exactly feele my loffes ¢ I 
defire chofethat live with me, where they want affection, or good effeéts, to cozen and 
pay me with good apparances.For want of {ufficient c6flancy to endure the importunity of 
contrary or crofle accidents, whereunto we are fubjeét; and becaufe I cannot alwaies keepe 
my felfe prepared to governe and order my affaires,as much as I ami able, fofter this opini- 
on in me,relying wholly upon fortune,& ready to take every thing at the worft,& refolve 
to beare that worft,mildely and patiently. About that only doe I bufie my felfe,andtothac 
end do I dircétall my difcourfes, In any dangerous matter, I care wor fo much how] may 
avoide it,& how little itimporteth whether I avoide it or no;And what were it if I would 
continue in it?Being unable to dire events, I governe my felfesand if they apply not thé- 
felvesto me,I apply my felfetothem: Ihave nogreat art to fhunne fortune, and how to 
{cape or force it,and with wifedome to addrejfe matters to my liking: Ihave alfo letfe fuffe- 
ranceto.endure the fharpe and painefull care,which belongeth to that. And the moft toile. 
fome ftate for me,is to be doubtful in matters of weight,& agitated between feare & hope. 
To deliberate,be ic but in flight matters,doth importune me.And I feel my fpirit more per- 
plexed ro fuffer the motions of doubr, and fhakings of confultarion, thanto be fettled and 
refolved about any accident whatfoever,after the chance isonce caft, Fewe paflions have 
troubled my fleepe;but of deliberations the leaft doth troubleit. Evenas of high-waies,1 
willingly feeke to avoidthe downe-hanging,and flippery,& take the beaten- path, though 
myric,and deepe,fo I may go no lower,and there feeke I fafety:So love] pure mifhapes,and 
which exercife and turmoile meno more, after the uncertaintic oftheirmending : And 
which evenat the firft caft,drive me directly into fufferance, 

———dubsa plus torquent mala. 
. Evils yet in fufpence, 
Doe giveus more offence. 

Inevents; I carry my felfe man-like;in the condué childliflily. The borror of a fall dork 
more hurt me, than the blow. The play is not worth the candle, The covetous man hatha 
worfe reckoning of his paflion,than the poores and the jealous man,than the cuckold. And 
it is often leffe harme for one to loofe his farme, than pleade and wrangle for it: The floweft 
marchys the fafeft.It is the feate of conflancie, Therein you have no need but of your feltc. 
There the takes her footing and wholly refteth upon her felfe, This example of a Gentle 
man, whom many have knowne, hatlrit not fome Philofophicall thew? This man having 
paffed all his youth likea good fellow, a jollie companion, a great talker,and a merry ladd, 
being now well in ycares, would needes be married. Remembring himfelfe how much the 
fubjcét of cuckoldry had given him caufe to fpeake,and {coffe at others;to put himfelfeun- 
der covert-baron, he tooke hima wife from out that place, where all men may have them 
for mony,and with her mad his aliance:Good morrow Whoore,Good morrow Cuckold. 
And there is nothing wherewith he oftnerand more openly entertain’d fuch as came unto 
him,than with this tale; Whereby he brideled the fecret pratlings of mockers,and blunted 
che point of their reproch.Concerning ambition, which is next neighbor or rather daugh- 
cer to prefiumption,it had beene needfull(to advance me) that fortune had come to take me 
by thehand: Forto put my felfeinto any care for an uncerraine hope, and to fubmit my 
felfe to all difficulties, waiting on fuch as feeke to thruft chemfelfe ito credite and reputa- 
tion, in che beginning of their progreffe,I could never have done it. 
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Iifaften my felfe on that which I fee and holdand go not far fromthe fhore: — 
i Alter vemus aquas, alter tii radat arenas. hrop lib. 3.el, 
. K cepe water with one Oare, 2.235 
With th’other grate the hore, 
Befides,a man feldome comes to thefe preferments, but in hazarding firft his ewn:And 
I am of opinion, ifchae which a man hath,fufficerh to maintaine the condition,wherein he 
was borne and brought up, itis folly to let it goe upon the uncerrainery of encrealing the 
fame. He to whom fortune refufech meanes tofettle his eftare and eftablifh a quiec and re- 
pofed being, is excufable, if he caft whac he hath at hezard,fince thus aswellas thus, necef= 
Gitie fends him to fhift and fearch our. 
Capiendarebusin malts preceps via eff. Ste. Ata: ian 
A headlong courfe is beft, 2 ; 
"4 When milchiefes are addreft. 
: And J rather excufe a yonger brother, to make fale of hisinheritance , chan him, who 
hath che honor of hishoufe in charge, who cannot fall into wants but through his defeule: 
i I have by the counfell of my good frinds of former times, found the way fhorter and cafier 
% co rid my felfe of this defire and keepe my felfe hufht: 
} Cui fit conditio dulcis, fine pulvere palma. Hor.libst. Epil 
. Who like it wellto beare the prife, 1.5 fe 
“ But take no toile in any wife. 
Iudging alfo rightly of my forces,thac they were not capable of great matters: And remem- 
bring the faying of Lord O4ver,whilome-Chaunceler of France, who faid,that French men 
might be comparedto Apes, who climbing up atree, never ceale skipping from bough to bough, till 
they come tothe bighef}, where they foew thet bare tailes, 
i Turpe eff qi nequeat Capits commsittere ponditsy Prep.lib.3. 
— Et preff nueinfleso m0 dare terga geite 8.5 
i. Tis fhame, more chan it can well beare,on head to packe, 
Andthereby foone oppretl’t with bended knee flie backe. 
Such qualities as are how in me void of reproch,in that age I deemed unprofitable. The 
a facilitie of my maners had been named fainenefTeand weaknes; faith and con{fcience wold 
: have beene thought {crupulous & fuperftitious:liberty and freedome, importunate, incon= 
fiderate andrath. Misforcunefervethto fome purpofe. Itisnotamitle to be borne in a 
much depraved age:for in c6parifon of others,you are judged vertuous,very cheape, Zn onr 
dayes, be that is but a parricide,or 4 facrilegious perfon,is aman of honefty ana boner; 
Nance fi depofitun: non infictatur amicus, 
Si reddat veterem cum tora aruginefolens, “. = 
Prodigiofa fides,ce Th:u/cis digna libelles, 


Q waque coronata luStrari debeat agna, 
Ifnow a friend deny not what was laid intruft, 
If wholly hereftore th’old bellowes with cheit ruft : 
A wondrous truft,to be in Chronicles related, 
And fhould with facrifice,as ftrange,be expiated. 
Andnever was there time or place, wherein more alfured and great reward was propofed unto 
Princes for goodnef[e andjuftice. The firft chat thall be advifed, by thefe meanes to thruft 
himfelfe intofavourand credit, [am much deceived if in pare of paiment, he get not the 
flare of his fellowes, Force and violence can do very much; butneverall. Wee fee Mer- 
chants,countrey-Juftices,and Artificers to march cheeke by joll with our Nobilitie, in va- 
Jour,and militariedifcipline. They performe honourable combates, both publike and pri+ 
vate, They batcerand detend Townes and Cities in our prefent warres. A Prince fmoo- 
thereth his commendation amid this throng. Let bins fine over others with bumzanitie, with 
truth, loyaltie,temperance and above all with juftice; searkes now adaiesrare, nnknowne and exi= 
ted. Itisonly the peoples will,wherewith he may effeét what he pleafeth: And no other 
qualities can allure their will fo much as they, as being the profitableft for them. Nihil e5$ 
ram popalare quam bonitas: Nothing is fo popular as goodneffeis, By this proportion Thad 
beene a tars great man : As by chat of certaineages paft, Iam nowapigmeyand popu- 
ar mans In which it was common, if ftronger qualities did not concurre with all, Zo/ee a 
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xcept it benottobe 
may deceive men once or cwice,but tomakea 
nto cary it away {moothly,and as {ome of our Princes have done, to boaft, tharit 
their fhirt were privie tocheir fecret and true cogitations,tney wold burne it:which was the 
faying of ancient Metellus MacedonicussAnd that be whocannor ai femble,cannot raign,ferves 
but only co warne thofe who have to deale with them,thae what they fay is but untruth & 
diflimularion. Ono quis verfuttor e& callidior eft hoc invifior & [ufpettior,detratta opinione proti- 
ratis.T he finer-headedyand more fubtle-brained ansanis, the more tsbe hated and [ufpetted if once 
the opinion of honeffy be taken fro bins. It. weee great fimplicity for a mano fuffer himfelf tobe 
mifl-led either by the lookes or words of him,chat outwardly profeffeth what heis not in- 
wardly,as did Tsbersus. And ] know not what fhare {uch people may challenge in the com. 
merce Of ME,never producing any thing,that may be taken fox good paiment. He who is ifs 
loyal to truth,ts ikewi(e fal/e againft lying. Such as in our daies;inthe eltablifhing of a Princes 
duti¢, have only confidered che good and felicitic of his affaires,and preferred che fame be- 
fore the refpeét of his faith and con{cietice,would fay fomething toa Prince, whofe affaires 
fortune hath fo di/pofed, that with once breaking & falfifying of his word, hie might for es 
ver cOGrme and eftablith them, Buc it goeth othe wile, A man may merethan once come 
tofuch a bargaine. A man during his lifeconcludeth more than one peace or treatie. The 
cOmodity or profis thar inviceth them to the firft difloyalry (& daily {ome offer themfelvess 
asto all other crecheries) {acrileges, murders, rebellions, treafons, are undertaken for (ome 
kinde of profit. But his firft gaine brings ever infinite lotles and dangers with it : caftin 
this Pzince from-out all commerce and meanes of negotiation, by the example of thisinfi- 
delitie.Soliman of the Ortomansrace (aracelittle regarding the keeping of promifes or 
performance of cpvenants )at what time he caufed his Armieto land at Orranto (I being 
then but childe Jhaving knowne that Afercurin of Gratinara, and the inhabitants of Ga 
fire,were detained prifoners, after the towne was yeelded, contrary tothat which by his 
Captaines had beene capitulated with them,he fent word they fhould be releafed,and that 
having other weighty enterprifes in hand in that countrey,fuch difloyal'y,alchough ithad 
apparance of great and prefent benefit,yetin timeto come it would bring a diftruft andre- 
proch of infinite prejudice. As for me, J had rather beimportunate and indtfereet, than a flat 
terer and a diffembler. Lallow,a man may entermingle fome poine of herceneffe and wilful- 
nefle,to keepe himfelfe fo entire and open as. am, withour confideration of ochers, And 
meefeemerh I become a litele more free, where I fhould be Icife,andthatby che oppofition 
of refpect I grow carneft.Ic may alfo be, that for wane of Art I follow mine owne nature. 
Prefenting tothe greater forethe very fame licence of (peech and boldnes of countenance, 
that J bring from my houfe: | perceive how much it inclineth cowards indifcretion and ine 
civilitie.Burc alchough I be fo fafhioned,my. {pirit is nor fufhiciently ycelding toavoida a 
' en 
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den queftion,or to feape ic by fome winding, nor to dillemble a truth, nor have I memory 
able ro continue it fotained, noraflurance fufficient to maintaine it; and I play the Brag 
gard through feeblenetlc. Andtherefore ¢ I apply my felfe co ingenuitie, arid ever ‘to fpeake 
euch aud what I think,both by complexion an cdieiicenion caving the fuicce Te thereof 
unto fortune, Aréfsppus faid,chat the chiefeft commoditie he reaped t by Philofophy, was, 
that he ipake freely and finccrely to all men: Memory is an inftrument of great fervice, and 
without which, judgement wil hardly difcharge his duty, wherof I have great wane hae 
a man will propofe unto me, he muft doe it by peece-meales : For,to anfwer toa difcourlé 
that hath many heads, lieth not in my power.I cannot receiveacharge, except I have my 
writing tables about me:and if ‘I muft remember a difcourfe of any cdfequence, beit ofany 
length, [ am driven to this vile and miferable neceffitic, to learne every word I mutt {peake 
by roresotherwife I fhould never do it wel or affuredly, fer feare my memory (hould in my 
greatel ft need faile mes which is very hard unto me,for I muift have three houtes co learne 
three verfes. Moreover in any long difcourfe, t the libertie or authoritie to remoove the or= 
der, tochange a word, uncetlantly altering the oar it more difficuls ro be confir~ 
medin the authors memory.And¢! 1¢ more I diftruftic,che more it trroublech mé.1c fervech 
me better by chance,and I mult carelefly {ollicite h see if lurgeher, fhe is aftonifhed; and 
if it once beginne to waver,the more Ifound her,the more entangled and intricate fhe pro- 
veth.She wil wait upon me when fhe lift,nor when] pleafe,Anc I fecie in my memo- 
rie, I feele in many other j parts of mine,[ efchew commandement, mpulfion. 
What I doe ealily and naturally, if I refolve to doe it by exprefle a dt ippointe 
ment,| canthendoce it no moresEven in my body, thofe parts, that have (ome libercy,and 
more particular jurifdition,doe fometimesrefufe to obey me, ifat any time I appoint and 
em to doeme fome necelfarie fervices. T This forcedand tyrannieall preordin ce 
ight or feare fhrinke sare q uailed; Being once in a 
place e swhere eit isreputed a Da! barous dilcourretie not co pleas ge thofe that drinke to you; 
where although I were ufed with al liberric,in favor of cerca Ladies that were in compa- 
ny ,accor ding to the fafhion of the country, I would needs play the good icllow, But it 
made usall mery s:for the threats and preparation, that I fhould force my felfe beyond my 
natural] cuftome,did in {uch forr ftop,and ftuffe my throat; that I was notable to {wallow 
one drop,and was barr'd of drinking ali che repaft.I found my felfe glurted & ful of drink 
by theov an {wil ling thar my imagination had fore conceived. This ¢ffe& is. more ap- 
hofeima ginatic onis more vehemenr and {trong : yetitis natural : ahd 
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there isno man. but fhall {a metitnes have: afeeling of it. Anexcellent Archer being cone 
demned tod ith, was Feige! 3 is fe fave “di if be would bur shew any not able t1 all 
of his profe! fion,refufed r¢ € pro caring left che contention of his wil I thoul d 

sikehin scituiledired hishana at “Te in li Tien of faving bis life hem ight alfo lofe the 


reputation he had gotté in {hooting ina bow.A man w hofethoughts are bufie abouc other 
matters, fhall very neere within an inch keepe and alwaies hit one felfe {ame number and 
meafure of paces, ina place wimehe walketh;but if area: heendevourto meafure and 
count chem, he fhall finde that what he did by nature and chance, he cannot doe it fo ex- 
adily by detfei gn. My Library (which for a countrcy Library,may palle for a very faire one) 
is feated in a corner of my houte: if any chi Ing come into my mi inde, that either] mult goe 


i < or write ini, for feare I fhould forget tc in crofling of my Court, I mutt defire {ome o- 
ther — to remember the fame for me. If {peaking, fcobaban my felfe never fo little to 
digre(fe from my Difcourfe, Idoeever lofeit ; which makesme co keepe my felfe iri my 
fpeech, forced, neere and clofe. Thofe that ferve me, I muft ever callthem, either by their 
office or co neteeyitor 1 indeic very hard to remember names, Well may I faysit hath chree 
fyllables,t! at it’sfound is h-rfh, or thacit kee eee or endeth w'' fuch a letcer.And fhould 


ube not but I might forget mine own name,as fome others have done here- 

7 rvs -d two yeeres without any memory at all, whichisa Ifo repor- 
ted of George Trapexoncens. Andfor mine owne intereft, I doe often ruminace what man- 
ner of lifecheirs \ was, and whether wanting that part, I fhall have fufficient to majntaine 
my ‘elfein any good fort :whi ich looking necre unto,] feare that this defea, ifit be perfeét, 
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fhall lofe all the cs of my foule, TersEunathhs 
Plenus rimarum {um, bac atque ilacperflne. ns 
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Tam fo full of holes, I cannot hold, 
Trunne out evry way, when tales are told, 
ichath often befallen me,to forget the word,which but three houres before I had either 
given or received of another,and to forget where J had laid my purfe ; lec Cicero fay whae 
he lift.1 helpe my felfe to loofe, what I particularly lockeup. Aemoria certe non modo Phi- 
lofephiam.fed omnis cite ufum, omnt/que artes una mascimé continet. _A [[uredly memorse along, 
of al otber things,eompriferh not ouely P hilofophy bat the ufe of ony whole life, and all the feiences, 
Mem orie is the receptacle and cafe of knowledge. Mine being fo weake, I have no great 
caufe to complaine if I know but little. I know the names of Arts in Generall, and whae 
they treate of but nothing further, Irurne and coffe over bookes, bur donet ftudie them 5 
What of them remaines in me,is a thing which I nolonger ecknowledgeto be any bodies 
elfe, Oncly by that hath my judgement proficed : andthe difcourfes and imaginations , 
wherewith it is inftruéted and trained up. Theauthours, the place, the words, and other 
circumftances, I fodainly forget: andam {fo excellent in forgetting, thatas much as any 
thing elfe I forget mine owne writings and compofitions. Yea,mine owne fayings are eve. 
ry hand-while alleadged againft my felfe, when God wot I perceive it not. Hethat would 
know of me, whence or from whom the verfes or examples, which here] have hudled up 
ké,fhould greatly put meto my fhifts,&I could hardly tell ic him. Yet have J not beg- 
gedthem,but at famous and very wel knowen gates, which though they wererich inthe. 
{elves, did neverpleafe me, unleffe they alfo came from rich and honourable hands, & that 
authority concurre with reafon, It is no great marvell,if my booke follow the fortune o} o« 
ther bookes;and my memory forgo or forget as wel what I write,as what } reade-and what 
igive,as well as what I receive.Befides the defe& of memory, I have others, which much 
further my ignorance. My wit is dull and flow, the leaft cloud dimmeth it, fothat (for ex- 
ample fake) I never propofed riddle unto ie (were it never fo eafic ) that it was able to ex- 
pound. Thereis no fubtilitie fo vaihe,but confounds me.In games, wherein wit may beare 
a part,as of cheffe, of cards,oftables and others, I could never conceive but the common 
and plaineft draughts.My apprchenfion is very fluggifh and gloomy;but what it once hol« 
deth,the fame it keepech faft:and forthe timeit keepes it, the fame it embraceth generally, 
firiétly and deepely. My fight is quicke,{ound, perfe& and farre-{ecing, but eafily wearied, 
if much charged or emploied. By which eceafid I can have no great commerce with books 
but by others fervice which reade untome, Pliniethe yonger can inftru& thofe chat have 
tri'd it, how much this fore flowing importeth thofe that givethemfelves to this eccupa- 
tion There is no {pirit fo wretched or fo brutifh, wherein fome particular faculeie is not 
feene to fhinesand none fo low buried, but at one hole or other it will fally out fometimes. 
And how it commeth co paffe,that a minde blinde and flambering inall other things, is in 
fome particlar effets, lively, cleare and excellent, a man muft inquire of cunning matters. 
But thofe are the faire {pirits, which are univerfall,open, and readic to all, if not inlru@ed, 
at leaft to be inftruéted. Which I alleageto accufe mine: For, be it either through weake- 
neffe, or retchleffenefle(and co be carelefle of that which licch at our feet, which wee have 
in our hands,which neereft concerneth the ufe of life, isa thing farre from my D ogma or 
Doétrine)there is none fo fimple orfo ignorant as mine, in divers fuch common matters, & 
of which without imputation or fhame aman fhould never be ignorant 3 whereof I muft 
needs tell fome examples, I was borne.and brought upinthe Countrie, and amidft huf- 
bandry: I have fince my predeceffours quit me the place and poffeffion of the goods I en- 
joy, both bufinetle and husbandry in hand, Icannor yet caft account eicher with penne o1 
Counters. There are divers of our French Coines, [know not = nor can I diftinguith of 
one grainefrom another, beirin the field or in che barne,unlefleic be very apparant:nor do 
I{carcely know the difference becweene the Cabige or Letticein my Garden, ] underftand 
notthe names of the moft u{uall cooles about husbandrie, nor of the meaneft principles 
of tillage, which moft children know.I was never skilfull in Mechanicall arts, norin Traf= 
fike or knowledge of Merchandize, nor in the diverfitie and narure of fruits, wines, or 
Cates,nor can I make a Hawke,phylick a Horfe, or teach a Dogge. And fince Jmuft make 
ful thew of my fhame ot ignoraneé,it is not yet a moneth fince,that I was found to be igno- 
rant, wherto Leven {erved to make bread withal;or what it was to cunne Wine. The Arhe- 
mians Were anciently wont tothinke him very apt for the Mathematikes, that could cun- 
ningly 
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ningly order or make upa faggot,of brufne Wood? Verily aman might draw a much con- 
crarie conclufion from me : For ler me haue all that may belong toa Kitchin, yet fhall Ibe 
ready to ftarve for hunger.By thefe partes of my confeffion,one may imagine divers others, 
to my coftand detriment. But howfoever I make my felte knowne, alwaies provided. ic 
beas I am indcéd, I*haue my putpofe. And I excufe not my felfe,that I dare fet downe in 
writing, fo bafe and frivolous matters asthefe. The bafeneffe of the {ubjeét forceth me 
thereunto, Let who foliftaccufe my projeé&t,but not my progerefle, So itis chat without 
being warned of others, I fee very well how litele this weigheth or is worth » and T pers 
ceive the fondneile of my purpofe. Ic is fufficient that my Iudgement is not difmayed or 
diftra€ted, whereof thefe bethe Effaies. 
Nafutus fis n[que licet, fis denique nafus 
Quantum nolucritferrerogatus Atlas, z 
Et poffis ipfum tn deridere Latinum, 
Non pores, innugas dicere plura meds 
I pfe ego quam dixs : quid dentem dentejuvabit 
Rodere? carne opus eff, fi fatur effe velis. 
Ne perdas operams ,qut (e mirantur, sx illes 
Cirus babe, nos bac novimus effe nilil, 
Suppofe you were long nos’d, {uppofe fuch nofe you weare 
As Atlas, if you fhould intreat him, would not beare, 
That you in flouting old Latinus can be fine. 
Yet can you fay no more againft thefe toyes of mine, 
Then I haue faid; what boore, tooth with a tooth to whet ? 
You muft haue flefhe, if youtoglut your felfe be fet. 
Loofe not your paines; ‘gainft them who on themfelves are doting 
Keepe you your fting : we know thefe things of ours are nothing 
Jam not bound to utter no follies, fo'l be not deceivedto know them: And wittingly to 
erre, is fo ordinari¢e in me, that I erre not much otherwife ;and feldome erre cafually. Ic is 
a {mall matter to yeeld the fond ations unto the rafhneffe of my humors, fince I cannot 
warrant my felfe ordinarily to yecldthem the vicious. Being at Barieduc, I faw, for the 
commendatié of Renate the King of Sici/ies memory @ pi€ture which with his owne hands 
hehad made of himfelfe, prefented unto out King Francis the fecond ; why is it not as Jaw- 
fullfor every man elfe to pourtray himfelf wich his pen,'as ic was for him to doe it with a 
penfell ? I will not chen forget this blemifh, unfit to be feene of ali. That isirrefolution: 4 
moft incommodions defeét in the negotiation of worldly affaires: Icannot refolve in mate 
cers admitting doubrfulneife: 
Ne fi, ne no, wel cwor mi (toinaintiere. 
Nor yea, nor nay, founds clearely in my heart. 


Ican maintaine an opinion, but not makechoife of ir: For in humane things, what” 


fide foever aman leaneth on, many.apparances prefent themfelves unto us, which confirm 
usin them: and Chry(ippus the Philofopher was wont to fay; that he would learn nothing 
elfe of his maifters Zeno and Cleanthes, but cheir doétrines fimply : For, proofes and reafons 
he would finde enough of himfelfe. Let meturneto what fide I will, I ever finde {uffici- 
ent matter, and likly-hood to keepe my felfeunto it, Thus keepe1 doubt and liberty to 
my felfe, to chufé, untill occafion urge me, and then (to confefle the truth)as the common 
faying is, I caft my feather to the wind, and yeeld to fortunes mercie, A veric light inclie 
nation, anda flender circumiftance caries ne away. 

Dum in dubioe(? aninsus paulo momento buc atqueikuc smpellstur. 

While mind is in fufpence, with {mall a doe, 

Tis hither, thither, driven fro and to. 

The uncertainty of my judgement, is in many occurrences fo equally balanced , as I 
would willingly compromife into the deciding of chance and of the dice,And Inote with 
great confideration of our humane imbecillitie,the examples, which the hiftory of Godit 
felfe hath left us of this ufe,to remitthe determinatié of eledtids in deubrfall matters, unto 
fortune and hazard: Sors ceciait (x per Matthiam, The lot fell upon Mathiase Hamsane raafon 
i5 atwo.edged dangerous (word; Evenin Socrates his hand, her moft inward and a 
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friend,marke what amany-ended ftaffe itis, SoamI only fic to follow,and am cafily caria 
ed away by thethrong. I doe nor greatly truft mine owne ftrength, to underrake to com- 
mand, or tolead. Irejoycetofee my fteps traced by others. If I muftrunne the hazard of 
an uncertaine choife, I would rather have it be under fuch a one, who is mote affured of 
his opinions , and more wedded to them, then Iam of mine;the foundation and platforme 
of which, I findto bevery fippery; yet am I not very eafic to change, forfomuch as J per- 
ceiue a like weakne(fe in contrary opinions. Ip/aconfuerude affentiends periculofa effe videu 
tur, & lubricas The very cuftome of Afenting Jeemeth bazerdous and flippery : Narnely in pos 
litike affaires, wherein isa large field open to all motions, and to conteftarion. 

Infia part premstur veluti cum pondere libra, 

Prona nec hac plus parte fedet, nec furgit ab illa. 

As when an even skale with equall weight is peiaed, 

Nor falles it downe this way, or is it chat way raifed, 

As for example, Adachiavels difcourfes, were very folid forthe fubje& ; yet hath it been 
very eafie to impugne them, and thofe chat haue done, have left no leffe facilitie to ima 
pugne theirs. A man might ever find anfweres enough to fuch an argument, both rejoyn- 
ders, double, treble, quadruple, with this infinite contexcure of debates, that our pettie. 
feggers haue wrye-drawne,and wrefted as much as ever they could in favour of their pleas 
and procefles: Cadsmur, e totidem plagts confuminsus hoftem. 

Wee by our foes are beaten, if not flaine, 
Wee with as many ftrokes wafte them againe. 

Reafons having no other good ground then experience, and the divecfity of humane 
events, prefenting us with infinite examples forall manner of formes. A wile man of our 
times,faich, that where our Almanakes fay. warme, fhoulda man fay cold, and in Jieu of 
drie,moy ft ; And ever fetdownethe contrarie of what they foreell ; wereheto lay a was 
ger of one or others fueceffe, he would nor eare what fide he tooke » except in fuch things 
as admit no uncertaintie; asto promife extreame heat at Chriftmas , and exceeding cold 
at Midfomer. ThelikeI thinke of chefe politike difcourfes. What part foever you are 
put unto, you haueas good a game as your fellow: Provided you affront not the appa- 
rant and plaine principles. And therefore (according tomy humor) in publike affaires, 
there is no courfefebad (foage and conftancie be Joyned unto it) that isnor betterthen 
change and alteration. Ovr manuers are exceedingly corrupted, and with a marveilous inclia 
nation bend toward worfe and worfe ; Of our lawes and cuftomes many are barbarous, and 
divers monftrous ; notwithftanding, by reafon of the difficultiero reduce us to better es 
ftate, and of the danger of this fubverfion, if could fixea pegge into our wheele, and {tay 
it where it now is, I would willingly doeie. 

nunquans adcofadis adecquepudenass 
Utsmer exemaplis, wt non petora fuperfint. 
Examples of fo filchy fhamefull kinde 
We never ufe, but worfe rermaines behind. 
Inftabilicie is the worft I find in our ftate, and that our lawes, no more then our garments, 
can take no fetled forme. Itssan cafe matter to accu(é a [fate of tmperfeltion , fince all snortall 


. things arefullofit. As calic isit tobeget in apeople a contempt of his ancient obfervances: 


Noman everundertooke it, butcame to anend: Bit coeftablifhaberrer ftate in place of 
that which is condemned and raced out,divers who haue attempred it,bave fhronk under 
the burthen. Touching my condu&t,my wifedome hath finall fhare therin. Tam very ealily 
to be direéted by the worlds publike order, Oh happy people,that doth what is commans 
ded, better thé they which command, without vexing themfelves about cau! es;which fufe 
fer chemfelves gently to be rowled on,accerding to the heavens rowling.Obedience is ne- 
ver pure and quiet in him,who talketh,pleadeth & contendeth.In fome, (to returne ro my 
felfe):he only matter, for which I make fome accompt of my felfe, is chat, wherein never 
man did thinke himfelfe defe&tive. My commendation i s vulgar, common and popular 5 
For,who ever thought he wanted wit PItwerea propofitis, which in it felfe would imply 
contradition. It is an infirmity,that is never where it is feene,it is very ftrong and {aft 
holding , but yer pierced and diffipated by the firft beame of the patients fight,as doth the 


Sunnes rajes {cacter and difperce a gleomie mift. Fora man to accufe himfelfe,wereto ex, 
. tie wee cule 
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He that fubjedt; and tocondemne himfelfe, an abfolvingof himfelfe, ‘There 
ny) was never fo bafé a porter, nor {o'filly 1 woman, but thought he had fufficient wit forhis 


provifion, We eafily kn g 
perience,of di/polition and of beautie, but’ we never yceldshe advair 
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»w in others, the advantage of courage, of bodily ftreneth, of exe 
tage of judgem« ' 
he reafons, which part from che fimple naturall difcourfe in othe: 
thinke,that had we but looked that way, wee had furcly foundthem. The skilljth 


s 


nat 


ledge,the ftile & fuch like parts, which wefee in firange workes, we eafily perceive whe 
ther they exceede ours;bur che meere produétions of wit & underftanding,every man dee: 
meth it lyeth in him cto meete with the veiy like,and doth hardly perceive the weightand 
difficultie of it,except (and that very {carcely)in an extreame & incdparablediftance. And 
he'that fhould clearely tee thé height of a ftrangers judgement, wouldcomeand bring his 
unto ir. Thus, isita kinde of exercifing , whereof a manmay hope bur for meane com 

gmendation and {mall praife, anda manner of compofition,of little or no harme at all.And 
then, for whom do you write? The wifer forrsunto whom belongeth bookihh jurifdiftion 

know no other price but of doftrine, and avow no other proceeding inour wits, but tha 
of erudition and art. If you have miftaken one Scipio for an other, what of any worth have 


baa 
you left to {petke-of? He that is ignorant of Ariflotie(according to them)he is therewith- 


allignerant of himfelfe, Popular and fhallow-headed mindes, cannot perceivethe grace 
or comelineffe, nor judge of a fmooth and quaint difcourfe. Now thefe twokindes pof- 
fete the world, The third, unto whofe fhare you fall, of regular wits,and thar 1 
of thélelves,is fo rare,that juftly ic hath neither name or ranke amongtt us; he lofer 
his time, chat doth afpire or endevout to pleafe its Icis commionly {aid,that the juftctt por. 
tion, nature hath given us of the graces, is that of fenfeand underftanding: for there is no 
man, but iscontented wichthe hare fhe hath allotred him: Is it not reafon ? Hewho 
fhould fee beyond that, fhould fee further then his fight. I perfwade my felfe to have good 
and found opinions; but whois not {o perfwaded of his owne? One of the beft trials I 
4 have of it,is the {mall eftceme I make of my felfe: for, hadthey not beene well aflured, 
c they would eafily have fuffered themfelvestobe deceived, by the affection I beare unto 
i my felfe, fingular, as he who brings it almoft all unto my felfe, and that {pill buc a little be- 
fides, Allthat, which others diftribute chereofunto aninfinite number of friends and 


is acquaintances, to their glorie and greatneffe,I referreco the repofe of my fpiric and to my 


th felte. Whar elfe.where efeapes of it, is not properly by the appointment of my difcourfe: 
d ~—+—— mihi nempe valere & vivere dsitns, 
é Well learn’d in what concerneth me; 
y Fo live,and howin healthto be, 
45 for my opinions g i finae thew infinitely bold and Confpant to condemne mine infuficie 


And to fay cruth,it isa fubject, whereabout I exercife my judgement,2s muchas abou y 
other, The world lookes ever for-right, Iturne my fightinward, there I fixit, there lammnufeit. 
Every man lookes before himfelfe,] looke within my felfe: I have no bulines but with my 
felfe, Tunceflanely confider, controle and tafte my {elfe: other men goc ever elfe-whcre,if 
they thinke well on it:they go ever foreward, 

———nemo in fefe tentat defcendtre.——= 

No man attempteth this Eilay, 

Into himfelfe ro finde the way. 
as for me I roule me into my felfe, This capacitie of fifting out the truth, what,and hows 
ever it be in mejand this free humour I haveynot very eafily co fubjee& my beliefe,] owe ef: 
pecially unto my felfe, forthe moft conftant, and generall imaginations I have aré thofe; 
which (as one would fay were borne with me:They are natural unto me,and wholy mine. 
Iproduced them raw and fimple,of a hardy and ftrong produétion,but fomewhat troubled 
and unperfeét: which I have fince eftablifhed and fortified by the authoritie of others, and 


the 
by the found examples of ancients,with whom I have found my felfe c6formable in judg- 
ment: T hofe have affured meof my hold-faft ofthem, and have given me both the enjoy - 
ing and poffeffion thereof more abfolute and mote cleare. The commendation which eve- 
ty man feekes after, for a vivacitie & promptitude of wir, I chalengethefame by the order 
of a notable and farre-founding action, or of fome particular fufficienciesI pretend it by the 
order, correfpondencie,and cranquillitic of opinions and cyftomes. Omewsno fi quidguam eff Cis.0ff lib. 


S decors. 


The fecond Booke. 


ae eects aaa 


~ Chap.17 


decorsm,nibil eff profetto magis quam aquabilitas umiver{e vite , tim fingularum attionum:quans 
confervare non pojis, {i aliorum naturam imitans, omittas tuam.Clearely if any thing bee decent for 
aman, nothing ts more thananeven earriage and equability of his whole life and every attion theren 
iss : which you cannot uphold if following the nature of others , you let palfe your owne, Behold here 
chen how far forth I finde my (elfe guilty of chat firft part, I faid to be in the vice of prefum. 
cionConcerning the fecond, which confifteth in not efteeming fufficiétly of others, I wor 
not whether I can{o well excufe my felfe; for , whatfoever it coft mec, Tintend to {peake 
what is of it.It may be,the continuall commerce Lhave with ancient humours,and che Idea 
of thofe rich mindesof former agesdoth bring me out of liking and diftafte both of others 
and of my felfe, orthatin truth we livein anage, which produceth things but meane and 
indifferent. So itis, that Iknow nothing worthy any great admiration. AlfoI know nor 
many men fo familiarly as I fhould , co be able to judge of them sand thofe with whom the 
quality of my condition doth ordinarily make me converfant,‘are for the moft pare, fuch as 
havelittle care for the manuring of the foule , and to whom nothing is propofed for chiefe 
felicitie, but honour ; and for abfolute perfeétion , but valour. Whatfoever I {ce or beaure- 
ous or worthy in any other man, I willingly commendand regard ; yea and Joften endeare 
my felfe wich what I thinke of it,and allow my felfe to lie fo farre forth:For, kcannot invent 
afalfe fubje&t I willingly witneffe with my friends what I finde praife-worthy inthem, 
And ofan inch of valour , I willingly make an inch and a halfe ; butco lend them qualities 
they havenot , I cannot;and openly to defend their imperfections,| may not : yes,bee they 
mine enemies, I fhall fincerely give them their due , in witnefling their worth or honour, 
My affeétion may change; my judgement never. And] confound not my quareil with os 
cher circumftances,that are impertinent and belong not unto ite And J am fo jealous of tke 
liberty of my judgement, that.for what paflion foever,Ican hardly quitit.I wrong my fclfe 
more inlying , thanhimof whom I lie, This commendable and generous cuftome of the 
Perfian nation , is much noted; They fpeake very bonourably and juftly of their mortal ente 
mies , and with thofe with whom they were at deadly fude and warre , fofarre forth as the merit of 
their vertue deferved. 1 know divers men who have fundry noble and worthy’ parts 5 fome 
wit,fome courage,fome dexteritie, fome confeience, fome a readineflein {pecch , fome one 
Science,and fome another ; but of a great man ingenerall, andthat hath fo many cxcellent 
parts cogether , or but one, in fuch a degree of excellenci¢,as hee may thereby be admired, 
or but compared to thofe of former ages whom we honour, my fortune hath not permitted 
me to fee one, And the greateft I ever knew living ( Imeanc of naturall. parts ofthe minde, 
and the beft borne ) was Stephanus de /aboitie : Verily it wasa compleat minde, and who 
feta good face, and fhewed a faire countenance upon all matters : A’ minde after the old 
ftampe ,and which , had fortune therewith beene pleafed, would no doubt have broughe 
forth wondrous ¢ffe€tsshaving by skil and ftudy added very much to his rich natural gutes, 
But] know not how it comes to patle, and furely it doth fo , there is as much vanitie and 
weakeneffe of underftanding found in thefe, that profeffe co have moft fufficiencie, chat 
will entermeddle with learned vacations, and with the charges that depend of books,than 
in any fort of people ;whether it be becau‘e there is more required, and expedted actheit 
hands, and common faults cannot be excufed in them, or that the felfe-opinion of know- 
ledge emboldeneth them the more to produce and difcover themfelves over-forward, 
whereby they loofe and betray themfeives. As an Artificer doeth more manifeft his 
fortifhneffe in a rich piece of worke,which he hath in hand, if foolifhly and againgt the rules 
of his trade he fecke to apply it and entermeddle, than ina vileand bafe one ; and men are 
more offended at afaule or overfight ina ftatue of gold, than in one of clay. Thefe doe as 
much, when they fet foorth things, which in them(elves and in their place, would be goods: 
for, they employ them without difcretion, honouring their memory at the coft and charge 
of cheir underftanding:and doing honour to Cicero, to Galen,to Ulpian,and to Saint Jerome, 
to make themfelves ridiculous. I willingly returne to this difcourfe of the fondnet{e of our 
inftirution : whofe aime hath beene to make us not good and wittie, but wife and learned; 
She hath attained her propofe, Ic hath net caught us to follow vertucand embrace wife+ 
dome; but made an impreffion in us of its Etymologie and derivation. We can decline 
wvertne, yet can we not foveit. If wee know not what wifedomeis by effe& and experience, 
‘wee know it by prattling and by rote, Weare not fatisfied to know the race, the lia 
Z ae an 
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and the pedegrees of our neighbours,but we wil have them tobe our friends,and contraét 
both converfation and intelligence with themsIe hath caught us the definitions, the divifi- 
ons, and diftinGtions of vertuc , as of the furnames and branches of a genealogie, without 
having other care to contract practile of familiaritie or private acquaintance betweene us 
and it, She hath appointed us for our learning, not bookes that have founder and trucr.o- 
pinions, but volumes that fpeake the beft Greeke or latine:and among ft her choife words, 
hath madethe vaineft humours of antiquitie to glideinto ourconecits. A good suStitusion 
changeth judgem:nt and manners a8 it hapned to Polemon, This diffolute yong Grecian, go- 
ing on day by chanceto hearea LeQture of Xenocrates, where henot onely marked the 
< loquence and (ufficiencie of the Reader, and brought not homethe knowledge of fome 
notable thing, but a more apparant and folide fruit, which was the fodaine change and a- 
snendment of his former life. Who ever heard fuck an ¢ffeét of our difcipline? 

—+—faciafne quod olim 

(Mutarus Polemon,ponas infignia morbl, 

Fafciolus cubital focalia,potus ut slle 

Dicitur ex colo furtim carpfi iffe coronas, 

Poftquam eft impranfi correptus voce magifiri? 

Can you doeas did Polson reformed, 

Gaft-off your ficknesfignes,which you deformed, 

Your bolfters, mufflers {wath es? As he drink-lin’de, 

His drunken garland covertly declinde, 

By {peech of fafting reader difciplinde? 

Theleat difdainefull condition of men, me thinkes, isthatj which through fimpliciti¢ 
holds the laftranke,and offereth us more regular commerce, The cuftomes and di{courfes 
of Countrie-clownith-men, I findethem commonly to be more conformable and betrer 
difpofed, according to the true prefcription of Philofophie, then are thofe of our Philofo- 
phers. Plus fapit wulgns, quia taritum,quaatnm opus eft,fapit. The vulgar i the wifer,becanfe st ts 
but ds wifeas it muff needes. The worthieft men, 1 have judged by externall apparances(for, 
to judge them after my fafhion,they fhould be fisted nearcr)concerning war, and military 
fafficiencie, have been,the Duke of Guifé,that died before Or/eans,and the whilom Marfhal 
StrozzitFor men extraordinarily fufficient,and endowed with no vulgarvertue, O4iver, 3c 
P Hofpitall,both great Chancelors of France, Poefic hath likewife ia mine opinion, had hir 
vogue and credit in ourage. We have tote of cunning and able men in that profefliG, Awa 
rate, Beza, Buchanan.L’ Hofpitall, Mont-dore > Tursebus,Asfor French-men,| thinke they 
have attained the higheft degree of perfe@tion that canor ever fhallbe, and imthole parts 
wherein Ronfart,and excellent Belay have written; 1 thinke they arenot farre fhort of the 
ancient perfection, Adrianus T urnebus knew more and better,what he knew,then any man 
in his age of of many ages paft. The lives of the late Duke of A/va, and of our Conftable 
“Mowssmorancie have beene very noble,and have had {undrie rare refemblances of fortunes 
Bur the worthily-faire and glorious death of the loft, in thefullfight of Paris, and of his 
King, for their fervice againft his neareft friends & alliance,in the front‘ofanarmie, vi&to- 
rious througli his conduc of it, &with an hand-ftroke, in chat old age of his, deferveth in 
mine opinion, to be placed and regiftred amongftthe moft renoumed and famous acci- 
dents of my times. As alfo the conftant goodnes, the mildnes.in behaviour, and con{ciona- 
ble facilicy of Afonfienr la Nowe,in {uch an injuftice of armed faétions (a very {choole of 
treafon,of inhumanitie and brigandage) wherein he was ever brought up, .4 worthieand 
famous man of warre,and moft experienced in his profeflion, I, have greatly pleafed my 
felfe.in publifhing in fundric places,, the good hope Lhave of (Marie Gournay le Lars my 
daughter in alliance, andtrucly of me beloved with more then a fatherly love, and as one 
of the beft parts of my being, enfeofed in my home and folirarines. There is nothing in 
the world Iefteemcmorethen hir, Ifchilde-hoode may prefage any future fuecelle ; hit 
minde (hall one day be capableof many notable chings,and amongft other of che perfecti- 
on of this chrice-facred amitie, whereunto we read not, hir fexe could yet atcaine 5 the fin- 
ceritic and foliditic of her demeanorsare therein alreadie fufficient; hir kinde affection to» 
wardsme is more then {uperabounding and fuch in. deede as nathing more can be withed 


unto it;fe shat the apprehenfion ,, which {he hath of my aproching end; by reafon of ta 
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fifty five yeares,wherein her hap hath beene to know me,would fomewhar lefle cruelly 
trouble hir. “The judgement fhe made of my firft Eilayes, being a woman, of this age, 
fo yong,alone where fhee dwelleth, and the exceeding vehemencie wherewith fheloved 
me, and long time, by the onely efteeme, which before ever fhe faw me, fhe had by them 
conceived ot me, the defired me; is an accident moft worthy confideration, Other vertues 
have had little or no currantneffe at all in this age:But valour is become popular by reafon 
of our civill warres,and in chis part, there are minds found amongft us very conftant,cven 
to perfe&tion,and in great number, fo that the choife is impoflible ro be made, Loehcere 
what hithertol have knowen of any extraordinary,and not common greatnefle, 
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a but, will fome tell me, this deffeigne ina manto make himfelfea fubjeé& co write of, 
might be excufed in rare and famous men,and who by their reputation, had bred fome 
dcfire in others of their acquaintance. Itis erne,I confefle it, & I know,that a handi-crafe(- 
man will {carcely looke off his worke, to gaze uponan ordinary man: Whereas to fe ano- 
table great perfon come into a towne, he willleave both workeand fhop, I ill befeemeth 
any man to make himfelfe knowen,onely he excepted, that hath fomewhar in him worthy 
imitation, and whofe life and opinions may ftand as a patterne toall. Cefar and Xenophon 
have had wherewithail to ground and eftablifh their narration in the greatnefle of their 
deedes, asona juftand folid ground-worke. So are the Iornall bookes of e4/exander 
the great,the Commentaries which Auguftus, Cato, Bratus, Sylaand divers others had left 
of their gefts, greatly to bedefired, Such mens Images ate both beloved and ftudied, be 
they either in Braffe or Stone. This admonition is moft true, butic concerneth me very 
little. 
Beis: Nonrecite cuiquans:nifi anicis sdque rogatwis 
Nox ubivis,coramve quibuflibet. In medio qus 
Scripta foro recitant fant multt, quiqne lavantese 
My writings Ireade net,but to my friends,toany, 
Nor each-where,nor to alljnor but defir'd:yet many 
In Market-place read theirs, 
In Bathes, in Barbersschaires. 
I ere&t not here a ftatuc to be fer up in the Market-place of atowne, or ina Church,orin 
any other publike place: 
Non equidews hoc ftudco bublatis ut mili nugis 
Pagina turgs/cat : 
I ftudie not, my written leaves fhould grow 
Big-fwolne with bubled toyes,which vaine breath’s blow. 
Secretiloquimar 
We {peake alone, 
Or oneto one. 
Icis forthe corner ofa Library, orto ammufea neighbour, akinfman, or a friend of 
mine withall,who by this image may happily take pleafure to renew acquaintance, and to 
reconverfe With me. Others have beene emboldned to fpeake of them/{elves,becaule they 
have found worthy and rich fubjeét in themfelves. I, contrariwife, becaufe Thave found 
mine fo barren, and fo fhallow, chat it cannotadmit fufpitien of oftentation. I willingly 
judge of other mens aétions; of mine by reafon of their nullity, I give frvall caufe to judge, 
[finde not fo much good in my felfe, but I may fpeake of ic without blufhing. Oh what 
contentment were ir unto me, toheare fome body that would relate the cuftome, the vi- 
fage,the countenance,the moft ufuall words,and the fortunes of my anceftors.Oh howat- 
centively would I iften unto it.V erily ic were an argument of a bad nature,co feeme oie 
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of their writing,as more {peedy, and more eafierin requitall whereof Imay peradvencure 
hinder the melting of (ome piece of butter inthe market,ora Grocer from felling an ounce 
of pepper; 


Ne togacordyllis, we penula defit clivis, 
Left Fifhatry fhoulda fic gowne want, 
Left cloakes fhould befor Olives fcant: 
Et lascas {combris fape dabo tunicas. 

To long: tail’d-Mackrels often I, 
Willfide-wide (paper) cores apply. 


And if ic happen no man read me,have Toft my time,to have entertained my felfe foma- 
hy idle houres, about fo pleafing and profitable thoughts?In framing this pourtraice by my 
felfe,I have fo often beenc fainetofrizle and trimme me, that fol might the becter exeraét 
my {elfe;that the patterneis thereby confirmed,and in fome fort formed.Drawing my felfe 
for others,I have drawne my felfe with puret and better colours,then were my firft. I have 
no more made my beoke, then my booke hath made me. A booke confabftantiall to his 
Author:Of a peculiarand fit occupation, A member of my life, Not of anoccupation and 
end,ftrange and forraine, as all other bookes, Have I mif-fpent my time, to have taken an 
account of miy felfefo continually and fo curioufiy?2F or thofe who onely sun them(elves.o- 
ver by fantafie,and.by {peech for fome hotres,examine not themfelves.fo primely & exact- 
ly nor enter they imtothemfelves,as he doth, who makes his ftudy his, worke,and occupa- 
tion of ie: Who with all his might; and with all his credicengageth himfelfetoaregifter of 
continuance. The moft delicious pleafures, though itiwardly cifgefted, {Imin to leave any 
traceof themfelves; and avoidethe fight, not onely of the people, but.ofany other. How 
often hath this bufines inverted me fromtedious and yrkfoine cogitations? (Anda! frivo- 
lous ones muft bedeemed tedious & yrkfome:) Nature hath endoweduswith a large fa~ 
culty toentertaine our felves apartyand often callech us ante itt, To tench as; that part/y wee 
owe onr felves untofociety,but in the better part duto our felves.To the end I may.in fome order 
and projeét marfhall my fantafic,even to dore;and keepe it from loofing,and flraggling in 
the aire,there ismothing fo good,as togive it abody, & regifter (o many idle imaginations 
as prefenethemfelvesinco tt. hiftento my humors, end harken to my.conceits, becaafe 1 
muft enroule them. How often, being grieved at fomeaétion, which civility and reafon fore 
bad me to withftand openly have I digorged my {elfe upon them here, notwithout an ine 
cent of publike infttt#Gion? Andyet thefe Poericallreds, 

Zon defjus lail,zon far le groin 

Zon (ur le dos du Sagotn. 
are alfo better imprinted upon paper,than upon theguicke fleth; What if Ilend mine ears; 
fomewhat more attentively unto bookes, fichT but watch iI can filch fomthing from thé, 
wherewith to enammell and uphold mine ? I never ftudie to makeabooke , Yer have I 
fomewhat ftudiedsbecatifel had already made.it (ifto nibble or pinch, by the head or feety 
now one Authourjand then another be in any-fortto ftudy but nothing atallro forme my 
Opinions: Yicabcing long fince fatmed,to aflift,tofecond.andto ferve them; But whem fhali 
we beliew (peaking of bim/elfe,smtbss corrupted age? ince there axe few or none, whom we may 
beleeve peaking of others, where there is leffe interett to lige Fhe firk part.ofcuftemes cor, 
ruption,issthe bahifhment of truth:Hor as Pindarus {aid,te Le fuscrely sreeyssp. be beginning of 
a great vertueyand the:firtt article Péatotequixethanthe Governor.of hisCommon-wealth; 
Now-addies, chat is(northe ruth which is true}bae chat which is perlwaded to others, As 
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wecal money not onely that which is true and good, but alfo the falfe; fo ic be currant: Our 
Nation fs long fince taxed with this vice. For Salvianus Maffihenfis who lived in the time 
of Valentinian the Emperour,faich,that amongft French-men,to lie and forfweare is no vice 
but a manner of ipeach. He that would endearethis Tcftimonie, might fay,it is now rather 
deemed vertue among them. Men frame and fafhion themfelves unto ir,as to an exercife 
of honour;for,dé{fsmenlation ss one of the notableft qualities of this age, Thushave I often cone 
fidred, whence this cuftome might arife, which we obferve fo religioufly, that we aremore 
tharpely offended with the reproach of this vice,fo ordinaryin us,than with any othersand 
thatit is the extremeft injury may be doneus in words,to upbraid & reproch us witha lie, 
Therein I find,that it is naturall;for aman to defend himfelfe moft from fuch defeéts'as we 
are moft tainted with.Ic feemeth that if we but thew a motion of revenge,or are but moved 
at the accufation, wein fome fort difcharge our felves of the blame ot imputati6;if we have 
it in effeet,at leaft we condemne it in apparance. May it notalfo be,that this reproch feemes 
to enfold cowardife and faintneffe of hart?Is there anymore manifeft,than fora man to eate 
and deny his owne Word? What? To deny his Word wittingly ? To lieisahorrible-fil- 
thy vice;& which an ancient writer fetceth forth very thamefully,whé he faith, that who/oe- 
wer lieth, witnelferh that he sotenmeth God and therewithah feareth men. It isimpoffible more 
richly to repre{ent thehorrour, thevileneffe and the diforder of it: For, What can beimagined 
fo vile,ana bafe,as to be acoward towards men,aud a boafter towards God? Our intelligence be- 
ing onely conduéted by the way of the Word:Who fo falfifiech the fame,betraicth publik 
fociety [cis the onely inftrument, by meanes wherof our wils andthoughts are communi- 
cated: it isthe interpretour of our foules: Ifithat faile us we hold our felves no more,we ene 
ter-know one another no longer. If it deceive us,it breaketh al our c6merce,and diffolveth 
al bonds of our policie. Certaine Nations of the new Indiaes(whofenames we need not de» 
clare, becaufe they are no more; for tlie defolation of this conqueft hath extended it felfe to 
the abfoluce abolifhing of names.and ancient knowledge of Places, witha marvellous and 
never the like heard example) offered humane bloud unto their Gods, butno other than 
chat which was drawne from their tongues and eares, for an expiation of the finne of lying 
as well heard as pronounted. That good-fellow-Grecian faid, children were dandled with 
coies,but men with words, Concerning the fundry fathions of our giving the lie, and the 
lawes of our honour in that and the changes they havereceived, I wil referto another time 
co fpeake what I chiuke and know ofit ,. andif I can, Twill in the meane time learne,ae 
what time thiscuftome tooke hisbeginning, fo exactly to weigh and precizely to meafure 
words,and tieour honour to'them:for iris eafie to judge,that ic was not anciently among ft 
the Romans and Grecians: And I have often thought it ftrange, tofee them wrong and 
give one another the lie, and yer never epter into quarrel. The lawes oftheir duty; tooke 
fome other courfe than ours, C4/ar is often called a thiefe, and fometimes a drunkard to his 
face. We feerhe liberty of their invedtives, which they write one againft another: J meane 
the'greateft Chieftaines and Generals in war, of one and other Nation, where words are 
onely retorted and revenged with words,and never wrefted to further:confequence: 


Cuar. 19. 


Of the liberty of Confcience. 


T is ordinarily feene,how good incentions being managed without moderation, thrutt 

then into moft Vicious effeéts.In this controverfie, by which France is at this inftant mo- 
lefted with civil warres,the beftand fafeft fide, isno doubr, thac which maintaineth both 
che ancient religion and policy of the Countty.Neverthcleile amongftthe honeft memthat 
follow it(for my meaning is notto fpeake of thofe,who ufe théasacolour, either fo exer- 
cife their particular revenges, orto fupply their greedy avarice, orte follow the favour of 
Princes: But of fuch as do ie: with atrue'zeale toward theit religion; and an unfained holy 
affeétion,to maintainc the peace and uphold:the ftae oftheir country) of thofe If Ay ins 
= ) MaIAtalne : 
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are {eene,whome paffion thrufts out of che bounds ofreafon, & often forceth them totake 
and follow unjuft, violent and rafhcounfels. Certaine it is, that when firft our religion bee 
ganne to gaine authoriti¢e with the Lawes, it’s zealearmed many againftall forrs of Pagane 
bookes,whereof the learned fort havea great lofle. My opinion is, chat thisdiforder hath 
done more hurt te learning,than all the Barbarian flames. Corneliis Taciti is a fufficient te» 
ftimonie of it:for:howbeit the Emperor Tacitus his kinfman had by expreffe appointment 
ftored all the libraries in the World with ir, notwitftanding one oncly entire copy could 
notefcape the curious fearch of thofe, who fought toabolifhit, by reafon of five or fixe 
vaine claufes,contrary to our beleefe.. They have alfo had this eafily to affoord falfe com= 
mendations to all the Emperours;that made for us,and univerfally to condemneal the aétis 
ons of thofe,which were our adverfariesjas may plainly be feene in Jadianthe Emperor, fur- 
named the Apoftataswho in truth was a notable-rare-man,as he whofe mind was lively en~ 
dowed with the difcourfes of Philofohpy 5 unto which he profetfed co conforme all his ac 
étions; & truely there is no kind of vertue, whereof he hath not left moft notable examples. 
In chaftity ( whereof the whole courfe of his life giveth apparant teftimony ja like example, 
unto that of e-4/exander and Scipioisread of him, which is, that ofmany wonderfull faire 
captive Ladies, brought before him, being evé in che very prime of his age(for he was flain 

by the Parthians aboutthe age of on¢ & thirty yeares)he would not fee one of them, Tou- 

ching juftice,himfelfe would take the paines to heare al parties: And although for curiofiry 
fake,he would enquire of fuch as came before him,what religion they were of, neverthéles 
the enmitic he bare to ours, did no whit weigh downethe ballance,Himfelfe made fundrié 
good Lawes ,and revoked diverfe fubfidies and impofitions, his predeceffours before him 
had receaved,We have two goed Hiftorians,as eye-witnefles of his aétions.One of which 
(who is Marceltinus )in fundry places of his Hiftorie bitterly reprooveth this ordinance of 
his,by which he forbade {chooles,and interdiéted al Chriftian Rhethoricians, & Gramma- 
rians to teach:Saying,he withed this hisa@ié might be buried under filence,It is very likes 
ly,if he had done any thing elfe more fharpe or fevere again{t us, he would not have forgot 
it,as he chat was well affeéted to our fide. Hee was indeede very fevere againft us, yet not 
acrucllenemy. For,our people themfelves report this Hiftoric of him, that walking one 
day about the Citty of Calceden, Maris Bifhop thereof, durftcall him wicked and traitor 
ro Chrift, co whom he did no ether thing, but anfwered thus:Goewretched man, weepe 
and deplore the loffe of thine eyes; to whom the Bifhop replied, Ichank Iefus Chrift, thar 
hehath deprived me of my (ight,that fol might not view thy impudent face,affeéting ther 
by (asthey fay)a kind of Philotophicall patience. So it is,this part cannot be referred tothe 
cruelties,which he is faid to have exercifed againftus, He was(faith Ewtropivs my other te- 
ftimony)an enemy unto Chriftianity, bue without fhedding of bloud. Butto returneto 
his juftice, hecan be accufed of nothing but of the rigors he ufédin the beginning of his 

Empire, againft fuch ashad followed the faétion of Conftantins his Predeccilour,Concer- 

ning febriety, he never lived a Souldiers kinde of life,& in time of peace, would feed no o- 

therwife,than one who prepared and enured himfelfe to the autteritic of war. Such was his 

vigilancic,that he divided the nightintothree or foure partssthe leaft of which he allotted 
unto fleepe;the reft he employed in vifiting the ftate of his army, and his guardes,or in ftu- 
dy;for,amongft other his rare qualities, he was moft excellent in al forts of learning. Jt is ree 
ported of Alexander the Grear,that bei ng laid downeto reft, fearing left fleep fhould divert 
him from his thoughts and ftudics,hecaufed a bafon to be fet neere his bed fide, & holdin 

one of hishands our, with a brazen ball in it,that if fleepe thould fuprize him, loofing his 
fingers ends,the ball falling ineo the bafon, might with the noy{e rouze him from our his 
fleep. This man had amind fo bent to what heundertook,'and by reafon of his fingularab- 
ftinence fo little troubled with vapours, that he might well have paft this devi fe. Touching 
military fufficiencie, he was admirable in all parts belonging toa great Captaine. So was 
healmoft al his life time in continual exercife of war,and the greater part with us in France 
againft the e-d/emansand French, Weehave no great memory ofany man, that eicher 
hath feene more dangers,nor that more often hath made triall of his perfon. His death hath 
fome affinitie with that of Epansinondas, for being ftrucken with an arrow, and attemptin 

to pull it outshe had furely done it, but that being fharpe-cutting,it hurt and weakened his 

hand, In chat plight he carneftly requefted to be carryed forth in the middeft of his awn, 

See ea : pes 
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chat fo he might encourage his fouldiers , who without him couragioufly maintained ith 
batrel until {uch rime as darke night fevered the Armies. He was beholding to Philofophie 
for afingular contempt, both of himfelte and of all humane things. He affuredly belicved 
the eternitie of foules.In matters of religion,he was vicious Very: where. Hewas furnamed 
Apoftata,becaufe he had forfaken ours; notwithftanding this opinion feemes to mee more 
likely that he never took it to heart, but thac for the obediéce which he bare to the law, he 
diffembled il he had gotten che Empire into his hands. He was fo fuperftitious in his, that 
even {uch as lived in his time,and were of his owne religion, mocked him for it;and it was 
faid,that if he had gained the Vietory of the Parthians, he would have confumed the race 
or breede of Oxen,to (acisfic his facrifices He was alfo beforced with the Are of {ooth-fay« 
ing,and gave authoritie to all manner of prognoftikes. Amongft other things hee fpake at 
his deach,he faid,he was much beholding to the Gods, and greatly thanked them,that they 
had not {uffered him to be flain (odainly or by furprize,as having long before warned him 
both of the place and houre of his end;norto die of a bafe and ealie death,more befeeming 
idle & effeminate Perfons,nor of alingring languifhing,and dolorous death;and that they 
had deemed him worthy to end his lite fo nobly in the zourf of his victories & in the low- 
er of his glory. There had before appeared a vifion unto him, like unto that of Marcus Bra- 
ie,which firft threatned him in Gawle,and afterward even at the point of his deach,prefen- 
ced it felfe to himin Perfia. The fpeach he is made to fpeak whé he fele himfelfe hurt,7 bom 
haft vanguifoed ob N azaraayor as fome wil have it, Corent thy (elfe ob Nazaraan,would fcarce 
have beene forgotten, had it beene believed of my teftimonies, who being prefent inthe 
army;have noted even the leaft motions, and words at his death, no more than certaine o- 
ther woders,which they annex unto it. But to return tomy theame,he had long before (as 
faith Marcellinushacched Paganifme nhis bart,but forfomuch ashe faw al chofe of his ar 
mic to be Chriftians,he durftnat difcover himfelfe. In the end,when he found himfelfe to 
be (ufliciently ftrongsand durft publifh his minde, he caufedthe Temples of his Gods to 
be opened, and by ail meanes endevoured to advance. idolatrie, Andto attaine his pure 
pote ¢,having found in Conffantinople the people very loofe, and atods with the Prelates of 
che chriftian Church,and caufed them co appeare before him in his pallace,he inftantly ade 
smonifhed them to appeate all their eivill diffentions,and every one without hinderance or 
feare apply themfelvesto follow.and ferve religion, Which he very carefully follicited, ho- 
ping this licence might encreafe che faGtions,and controverties of che divifion, and hinder 
the people,from growing co any unity, and by confequence from fortifying themfelves a- 

ainft him, by reafon of their concord andin one mind-agrecing intelligence: having by 
thegrueley of fome Chriftiansfound, that Taere no beaft is the world fo nsuch of mar tobe 
feared, as man, Loc here his very words, oxvery neare * Wherein this is worthy confidera- 
tjon,that che Emperor Iulian,ufeth the fame receipt of libertie of confcience, ‘to enkindle 
the tronble of civill diffention, which our Kings employ to extinguith. Irmay be faid on 
one fide, that,Te givefabtion the bridle to entertaine their opitsion, #3 t0 (cater contention and (ow 
divifion,and asit weretolendita hand to augment and encreafethe fame: T here beeing no 
Barre or Obftacle of Lawes to bridleor hinder his courfe. Burton the other fide, it mightal- 
{o be urged, that ro geve faétions the bridle to uphold their opinion,is by that facilicie and 
cafe, the readi¢ way to mollifie andreleafe them; and to blunt the edge, which is fharp- 
ned by rareneffe, noveltic, anddifficultie. And if forthe honour of our Kings devotion, 
J believe bettersit is, chat fincethey could not doe as they would, they have fained co will 


what they could not. 
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we tafte nothing purely: 
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golde mutt be empaired with fome other fluffe to make ie fit for our fervice. Nor vertue' 
fimple,which 4riffon, Pirrhojand theSroikes, made the end of their life, hach beéne able ra 
doe fo good without compofirion: Nor the Cirenaikefenfualitie or Ariftippian volupti- 
oulines.Of the pleasures and goods we have, there is none exempted from fome mixture of evill, and 
intommoditie, ————medlio de fonte leportim 

Surgit amart ati quid, quod in ipfis florebus angats 

Fiom middle fpring of {weeces {ome bitter fprings; 

Which in the vety flower fmattly ftings. 

Oar exceeding voluptuoufnetfe hath fome aire of groning and wailing: Would you nor 
fay, ie dieth with anguifh? Yea when we forge it’s image in hirexcellencie, we deck it with 
Epithers of fickifh'and dolorous qualitiesslanguor,effeminacy, weaknefle, fainting & AfLor- 
bidexza,a great ceftimony of their confanguinity and confubftancialicy: Exceffive joy hath 
more feverity chen jolity:Extreame and full content, more fettlednes thencheerefulneffe; 
Ipjafelicitas, e wifi temperat, premit, Felicitieis {elfe, unle[fe irtomper i? /elfe, diftemspers us. 
Fafeconfuimeéth us. ‘Iris that, which an old Greekeverfe faith of fuch a fenfe, TheGods 
fell us all the goods they giveus; that is to fay, they give us not one pure and perfeét, and 
which we buy‘noc with the price’of fome evill. Travell and pleafure,moft unlike in nature, 
are notwithftarding followed together by a kind of I wornot what natural’ coniunétion 2. 
Socrates faith, that {ome Godattempred co huddle up rogether, and confound forrow and 
yoluptuou/nelfe:buc being unable to effect it,he bethought himfelfe to couple themtoge- 
ther,at leaft by che taile. eAetrodorus faid,that in fadnetfethereis fone aloy of pleafure, I 
know net whetherhe meant any thing elfe,but I imagine,that for oneto enure him({elfe to 
meélancholy,there fs forne kind of purpofe, of confent and mutuall delight: I meane befides 
ambition, which may alfo be joyned untoit. There is fome fhadow of delicacy, and quaint. 

neff; which fmileth & fawncth upon us,even in the lap of melancholy, Arethere not fome 
complexions,that of ic make their nourifhment ? BS) is eb 


i 


——~¢/} guadam flere voluptas. 
Ic is fome pleasure yet, 
With reares our cheekes to wet. 
And one Attalus in Sencca faith, the remembranee of our laft friends is as pledfing tous; as 


bitterneffe in wine that is over old ; 
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Minifter veteris puer falerni Cat lyrepis 


Ingere mi calices amarioves : 24sTe 
Sir boy, my fervitor of good old wine, 

Bring me my cup thereof bitter, buc fine. 
and as of {weetly-fower apples; Nature difcovereth this confufion unto ts :'painters are of 
opinion, that the motions and wrinkles in the face, which ferve to weepe,[erve alfo to laugh. Vc- 
rely,before oni¢ or other be determined to expreffe which; behold the pi€tures fucceffe,yeu 
are in doubt voward whiclione enclineth.Andthe extreamity of laughing entermingles it 


felfe with teares. Nullum fine antloramento malim eff. There is no evs without fome oblivation, Setepiz69 


When 1 imagine man fraught with all the commodities may be wifhed,let us fuppofe,al his 
feverall members were for ever poffeffed with a pleafure like unto that of generactid,evé in 
the higheft pojnt that may be:I finde him to fincké under the butthen of his eafe, and pey= 
ceive him altogether unable ro beare fo pure, fo conftant, and fo univerfall a fen{uality 
Truely he flies when heis even upon the nicke,and naturally haftneth to efcapeit, as fra 
ftep, whereon hecannot ftay or containe himfelfe, and feareth to finckeinto it. When I 
feligioufly confefle my felfe unto my felfe, I finde the beft good Ihave, ‘hath fonie vici- 
eustiine, And feare thar Péato in his pureftvertue (I that am as fincere ‘and loyall an 
efteemer chereof,and of the vercues of fuch a ftampe,as any othet can poflibly be)if hé had 
neerely liftened unto irfand fare he lifteacd vety neere) he Would therein have heard tonic 
harfh rune,of humane mixture, — bur an obiciire tune, and onely fenfible unto himfelfe; 
Man allin all, is bat a borching and party coloured worke. The very Lawes of luftice, can not (uba 
Sift withont fome commintur: of Inuftice + And Plato {aith, They undertake to cut off Hidraes 
heades, shat pretend torcnmove all incommodities and inconveniences froms the Lawes. O mye mar-'T 
atin exemplunshabet aliquid ex iniqud,qnod contra finrulos utilitate publica reprenditar, E very L14,Caffis 
great example hath fome touch of inj wftice, which ts requited by the comon good acainft partialars, 
s faith, 
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faith Tacitus, Icislikewife crue, that for the ufe of life and fervice of pulike fociety, there 
may be exceffe in the purity and perfpicuity of our {pirits. This piercing brightnes hath o- 
vermuch {ubtility and curiofitie, They fhould be made heavy and dull; tomake themthe 
more obedient to example and practife ; and they muft bethickned and ebfcured, to prae 
portion them to this fhady and terreftriall lifes Therefore are vulgar and lefle-wire-drawne= 
wits found to be more fit and happy in the conduét of affaires. And the exquifite & high- 
raifed opinions of Philofophy,unapt and unfit to exercife. This tharp vivacity of the fpirit, 
& this fupple & reftle(fe volubility,troubleth our negotiations, Humane enterprifes fhould 
be managed more grofely and fuperficially, and havea good and greac part of them leftfor 
cherights of fortune. Affaires neede not bee fifted fo nicely and {o profoundly. A man loo. 
feth him({elfe about the confiderations of fo many contrary lufters and diverfe formes.Vo/ue 
; tantibus resinter [e puguantes obtorpucrant anims, T heir mindes were aftons{ied,while they revole 
Zivdetaderte ved things fo different. Ie isthat which our elders report of Stmomidess becaufe his imaginati- 
on, concerning the queftion #Zyeromthe King had made unto him( which the better to ane 
{wer hehad diverfe dayes allowed him to think of it) prefented fundry {ubtilland hharpe 
confiderations unto him; doubting which might be the likelieft; he alcogether difpaireth 
of the truth. Whofoever featcheth al rhe circumftances & embraceth all “i cenfequences 
therof,hindereth his ele€tion, 4 meane engine doth equally condutt, and fufficeth for the exeeme 
tions of great and Uttle weights, It is commonly {eene, that the beft husbands and the thrifti- 
eft, are thofe whocannor tell how they are fo; and chat thefe cunning Arithmeticians doe 
feldome thrive by it.I know anotable pratler, and an excellent blafoner of all forts of hufs 
bandry and thrift, who hath moft pittcoufly let ten thoufand pound fterline a yeare paffe 
from him.] know another,who faith,he confulteth better then any manof his courifell,and 
chere cannot bea properer man to fee unto or of more fufficiencies notwithftanding when 
hecommceth to any executionshis own fervants finde he is far otherwife: This fay withs 
out mentioning or accounting his ill lucke, 


CHAP. 21. 


Againft idleneffe, or doing nothing. 


Ts Emperor V¢/pa/ias,lying ficke of the difeafe whereof he died,omitted not to ende- 
' @ vourco underftand the ftare of the Empire;and lying in his bed,unceflantly difpatched 
many affaires of great confequence;and his Phyfitians chiding him, as of a thing hurtfull-co 
his health ; he anfwered, That an Emperour foould die ftanding upright, Loc heere anotable 
faying, fitting my humour, and worthy a great Prince. —Adrianthe Emperour vied the 
fame afterward to like pnrpofe. And Kings oughcoften to be put in minde of it, tomake 
them feele,that this great charge,which is give them of the commandement over fo many 
smen,isno idle charge ; and that there is nothing may fo juftly diftaftea fubject fromput- 
ting himfelfe in paine and danger forthe fervice of his Prince, then therewhilft to fechim 

iven to lazineffe,to bafe and vaine occupations, and to have care of his confervation, fee- 
ing him{o carclefle of ours. If any fhall go about to maintaine, that it is better for a Prince 
to mannage his wars by others,then by himfelfe; Fortune will tore him with fufficient ex< 
amples of chofe, whofe Lieutenants have atchieved great enterprifeszand alfo of fome whofe, 
prefence would have beene more hurtfull,then proficable, But no vertuous and coragious 
Prince will. endure to be entertained with fo fhamefull inftruétions. Vnder colour of pre« 
ferving his head (as the ftatue ofa St.) for the good fortune of his eftate,chey degrade him 
of his office, which is aleogether in military a€tions,& declare him uncapable of it. [know 
one,would rather chufe to be beaten,then fleep whilft others fight for him; and who with- 
out jealoufie never {aw his men performeany notable ag in his abfence, And Se/mthe 1. 
had reafon to fay, that be shoughs victories gotten i the mafters abfence, not tobe complete. So 
much more willingly would hg have faid, thas fuch a mafter ought co blufh for shame, wig 
TACO DURES Ce eS oe 18h only 
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he oncly by his name fhould pretend any fhare in it,having thereunto employed nothing but 


his thought and verbal direétion:Nor that,fince in uch a bufines, the advifes & comman- 
dements,which bring honor,are only thofe given in the field & evenin the aétions No Pj« 
La lot exercifech his office ftanding ftill. The Princes of Otomans race(the chi¢feh race in the 
world in warlike fortune Jhave earneftly embraced this opinion. And Biazeth the fecond 
ns with his fonne,who ammufing t hemfelves about {ciences,and other privace home-matters, 
; negleéted the fame,gave diverle prejudiciall blowes unto their Empire.And Amurarhthe 
third of hat name, who now raigneth,following their example,beginnecth very wel to feele 
their fortunes, Was ie not the King of England, Edward the chird,who {pake thefe words of 
our King (harles the fifth? There was never King that leffe armed himfelfe; and yet was never’ 
King,that gave me fa nanch to doe, and put me tofo many plunges. He had reafonto thinke ic 
ftrangesas an cftcét of fortune, rather then of reafon, And let fuch as will numberthe Kings 
of Caffile ond Portugal amongft the warlike and magnanimous congucrors,{ceke for fome 


i other adherent thé my. felfe;forfomuch as twelve hundred leagues from their idle refidence 
p they have madethemf<lves mafters of both Jnasw,. onely by theconduét and direction of 
u their fa€torss;of Whom it would be knowne, whetherthey durft but goeand enjoy themin 
’ perfon.The Emperor Juéian {aid moreover, that a Philofopher and gallant minded man 
ought not {o much as breathe;chat is tofay,not to give corporall neceflities, but what may 


not berefufed them; ever holding both minde and body bufied about notable, great and 
vertuousmmatters, He was afhamed, any man fhould fee him {pitce or fweate before people 
(which is alfo {aid of the Lacedemonian youths, and Xenophon reporteth. it of the Perfian) 
forafmuch as he thought that continuall cravel,exercife and fobriety hold have concoéted 
and dried up all fuch fuperfluicies. What Sexeca faith fhall not impertinently be alleadged 
here; That the anciext Romans kept their youth upright, aud taught their chitdren nothing that 
/ was to be learned fitting. Iisa generous defire, to endevor to die both profitable and mane 
like: Buc the effeét confifteth not fo much in our good refolution, asin our good fortunes 
A thoufand have refolved to vanquifh orto die fighting, which have miffed both the one 
andother : Hurts or emprifonment, crofling their detieigneand yceldingthem a forced 
kindeoflife. There are difeafes which, vanquifh our defires and knowledge. . Fortune 
fhould not have fecondedthe vanitie of the Romane Legions, who by.catheboundthem: 
{elves, either to die or conquer. Vidor, ~Marce Fabi,irewertar ex asie: Sifallo, Jovem patrens: Liv.dec.t.!.3 
Gradinnmgne Martem atiofqne iratosinvyoce Deos. 1 wit, O Marcus Fabius, retarne conqueror 
from the armie, If inthis Ideceive you, 1 wife both great Inpiter and Mars, and the other Gods 
offended with me. The Portugalles report, that in certaine places oftheir Indian conquefts, 
they found fome Souldiers, who with horrible execrations had damned themlelves, never 
to enter into any compofition,but ejther they would be killed orremaine viétorious;& in 
| figne of their vowe wore their heads and beards fhaven, We may hazard and obftinare our 
: felves long enough. It feemeth that blowes fhunne them, who over- joyfully prefent them- 
felves unto them ; andunwillingly reach thofe that overwillingly goe to meerethem and 
corrupt their end. Some unable to lofe his life by his adverfaries force, having aflaicd all 
poflible meanes, hath been enforced to accomplith his refolucion, either co beareaway the 
honor;or not to carry away hislife,& even inthe fury of thefight to put himfelfe to death. 
Thereare fundric examples of it; but nore this one. Philiftus, chiefe Generall of yong Dion 
ny/ive his navieagainft the Siracufans, prefented chem the battle, which was very fharply 
with{tood,their forces being alike;wherein, by reafon of his proweffe he had the better in 
the beginning. But the Siracufans flocking thicke and threefold/about his gally to grapplé 
and board him, having performed many worthy exployts with his owne perfon,: to ridde 
him(clfc fr chem, difpairing of al efcape,with his own-hand deprived himfelfeof that life, 
which {0 lavifhly and in vaine he had abandoned to his enemies hands, A4o/y Moluch, King 
of Fez, -who not long fince obtained that famous victory again Sebaftian King of Portws 
gall; a notable vidiorie, by reafon of the death of three Kings,and tran{miffion off great a 
Kingdometo the crowne of Caftile, chanced to be gricvoully ficke, at what time the Por- 
cugales wich armed hand entred:his dominions, and afterward though he forefaw it, ap- 
proaching nearer unto death, empaired worle and-worle, Never did man more ftoutly, or 
more vigoroufly make ufe of an undamted courage, than he. He found himfelfe very weake 
to endure the ceremonious pompe which the Kingsof that Gountrysatcheir entrance ori 
carte % — SS. - - . the 
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the Camip,are prefented withall, which according toth cir fafhion is ful of all magnificence 
and ftate,and charged withal maner of adtion;and therefore he refigned that honour to his 
brother.yet refigned henothing but the office of the chiefe Captaine. Himfelfemoft glori- 
oufly exceuted, and moftexaétly perfourmed all orher neceflary duties and profitable Of. 
fices. Holding his body laid along his cowch, but his minde upright and courage conftant, 
eventohis laft gafpe;arid in fome fort after, He might have undermined his enemies, who 
were fond-hardily advanced in his dominions:and was exceedingly gi ieved,that for wane 
of a little longer life,& a fubfticute to manage the warre, and effaires of fo troubled a fate, 
he was enforced to feekea bloody and hazardous battel,having another pure and undoubs 
ted vitory in hand. Henerwithftanding managed tlie ccntinuance of his ficknes fo mira 
culoufly,thac he confumed his enemy, diverted him from his Sea-Flecte,and Maritime pla- 
ces,he held along the Coaft of fricke,even untill the laft day of his life, which by defigne 
he referved and emploied for fo great and renowmed a fight. . 

He ranged hisbattell ina round,on ev'ry fide béfieging the Portugals army, which bens 
ding round,& comming to clofe,did not onely hinder them in the confli&(which through 
the valor of that yong-aflailant King was very ferious) fince they were to turne their faces 
on all fides,but alfo hindred them from running away after the rowre. And finding allifs 
fuesfeized , and all paflages clofed , they were conftrained to rurne uponthemfelves: coa- 
cervauturque non folumeade, fod etiam fugaxT bey fall on heapes,not only by flaseglter barby fighe. 
And {o pel-mell to heape one on anothers neck, preparing a moft murtherous Scompleat 
victory tothe Conguerours. When he was even dying, hecaufed himfelfeto be carryed 
and haled,where-ever neede called for him; and pafling along the files, he exhorted the 
Captaines,and animated the Souldiers oneafter another.And feeing one wing of the fight 
tohave the worft,and in fome dan ger,no man could hold him,but he weuld needs with his 
naked-{word in hand get on horf- backe,ftriving by al poflible meanes,to enter the throng; 
his men holding him, fortie by the bridle, fomie by the Gowne, and fome by the Stitrops, 
This toyle and ftraining of himfelfe,ttiade an end of that little remiainder of his life: Then 
was he laid on his bed: But c6ming to him(elfe again, ftarting up,as out of a fwown,each o- 
ther faculty failing him he gave them Warning to conceale his death(which was the necef- 
farieft commandement he could give his fervants, left the fouldiers hearing of his death, 
might fall into difpaire)and fo yéelded the Ghoft;holding his fore-fingers upon his mouths 
an ordinary fignall to impofe filence. What nian ever lived {o long and fo necredeath; Who 
ever dicd (o upright and undaunted? The extreanie?t degree,and moft naturall,ccnragiouf- 
ly to manage death, isto fee or front the fame, not onely without amezement, but without 
care;the courfe of life continuing free,even in death. As Caro,who ammuzed hi mfelfe to 
ftudie and fleépe,having a vialene and bloudy death, prefent in his heart,and as it were hol- 
ding itin his hand. 


CHnap. 22. 
Of running Pofts or Curriers. 


Have been none of the weakeft in this exercife, which is proper unto men of my ftature, 
well-truft,thort and tough, but now_] have given it oversle toyles us over-much,to hold 
out long. 1 was even-now reading how King Cyrus;that hemighe more fj peedily receave 
news fromal parts 'of his Empire; (which was of exceeding great length) would neéds have 
ic cried, how fat a horfecouldin a day goe out-right,without baiting, ac which ditance he 
caufed ftatids to be fer up & mé to have'freth horfes ready;for al {ch as came to him. And 

~ fomé report;this (wift kindof rannitig;anfwereth the flight of Cranes, Cz/ar faith that Lau 
tine Vibes Rafus, making hattto bring Pompey an adverti( cement, rode day and hight,and 
tomakemiore fpecd fhifted many horfes.And him@lfe(as Swetosine wtiteth) wouldupon an 
hyredcoacherunne a hundred nitiesaday. And {ure he wasarancke.ratiner: For where a- 

ny tiver hindred his way,tie fwam it over, & never went ont of his Way to feek for a bride” 
or 
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or foard.7iberins Nero going to vilice his brother Dr#/us,who lay fick in CGermanie,havin 
three Coaches in his company, ranne two hundred miles in foure andtwenty houres, In 
the Romane warres againit King Antiochus, Titus. Sempronius Gracchus (faith Titus Li- 
wins) per dilpofites equos prope incredibils celeritate ab Amphifa tertiodie Pellampervenit : B 

borfe laid pofte, with incredible (peede within three dayes he paft from Amphifa.to Pella. . And 
viewing the place,it feemeth,chey were fer Satis for Poftes,and not newly appointed for 
thar race. The invention of Cecinna in fending newes to thofe of his houle had much more 
fpeede;he carried certaine {wallowes with him, and having oceafion to fend. newes home, 
he let chem flic toward their nefts, firft marking chem with fome colour,proper to lignifie 
what he meanr, as before he had agreed upon with his friends, In the Theaters of Rome, 
the houfhold Mafters, carried Pigeons in their bofomes, under whofe wings they faftened 
letters,when they would fend any word home, which were allo raught to bring back an 
anfwer.D.Bratus ,ufed fome being being befieged in Adatina, and others elfeawhere. . In 
Perathey went pofte upon mens backes, who tookerheir Mafters upon their fhouiders, 
fitting upon certaine beares or chaires, with {uch agilitie, thacin full running f{peedethe 
firft porters without any ftay, caft their load upon other who-uponthe way. waited for 
them, atid fo they to others, I underftand that che Valachians, which are meilengers unto 
the great Turk, ule extreame diligence in their bufinefle, forasmuch as they have autho- 
riti¢ to dif-mount che firft paflengers they meet upon the high-way , and give himtheir 
tyred Horfe.And becaufe they thal not be weary,they are wont to (wathe chemfelves hard 
abour the bodie with a broad Swathe or Seare-cloath, as diverfe others doe with ys: ] cold 
never finde eafe or good by it. 


Of bad meanes ensploied toa goed end. 


Here is a wooriderfull relation and correfpondencic found in this univerfall policie of 
Natures workes, which manifeftly fheweth, it is neither czfual,rior direéted by diverfe 
mafters, The infirmities and conditions of our bodies, are likewife feene in ftates and go- 
vernmients: Kingdomes and Commouwealths as well as we, are borne, florifo, and fade throngh 
age. We are {ubjedt unto a repleatnetfe of humours, hurtfull and unprofitable, yea be it of 
good humours(for even Phyfirians feare that, and becaufe thereis nothing conftant in us; 
they fay, that perfeétion of health over. joyful and ftrong,muft by art be abated and dimi- 
nifhed,left our nature unable to fertle it felfe inany certaine place,and for hiramendmét to 
a(cend higher, fhould over- violently recoile backeinto diforder;& therfore they prefcribe 
unto Wreftlers purging and phleboromie,tofubftract that fuperabundance of health from 
thern)or of bad, which is the ordinary caufe ef fickenefle,Of fuch like repletion are States 
often feene to be ficke, and divers purgations are wont to be ufed to purgechem. As wee 
have {eene fome to difmiffe a great number of familie s(chiefly to disburthen the country) 
which elfewhere goe to feeke wherethey may at others charge feat théfelves,In this force 
our ancient French leaving the high Countries of Germanie,came to poflelic Ganée,whence 
they di(placed the firft Inhabitants. Thus grew that infinite confluence of people, which 
afterward under Brenuus and others,ovcr-ranne Itaéie. Thus the Gorhes and Vandalls, as ale 
fo the Nations which poffe(fe Greece, left their natural equntries, to go where they might 
have more elbow-roome: And hardly fhali we fee two or three cornersintheworlde, that 
have not felt che effeét of {uch a remooving alteration, The Romanes,by fuch meanes,ere- 
ted theit Colonics; for perceiving their Citic to growe over-populous,: they were wont 
to difeharge it of unnece(larie people,which they {ent to inhabite and manure the Couns 
triesthey had fubducd, They. have alfo fometimes maintained warre with fome of their e- 
nemi€s,not enely thereby to kcepe their men in breath, I¢ft Idlenefle the mother of Cory 
ruption, fhould canfe them fore worle inconvenience, he i 
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1uver fat 6.19% Et patimur longa pacis mala, faviour armis 
Luxuriaincumbit. 
We fuffer of long peace the foking harmes, 
Onuslies luxury more fierce then armes. 

But alfoto let che Common-wealth bloud,and fomewhat to allay the over vehemé: heae 
of their youth,to lopthe fprigs ,& thin the branches of this over-{preading tree,too much 
abounding in ranknetTe and gaillardife. To this purpofe they maintained a good while war 
with che Carthaginians. In thetreaty of Bretigny, Edwardthe 3.King of England, would 
byno meants comp! chend in that general peace the controverfie of the Dutchie of Brizany 
tothe end he might have fome way to disburthen himfelfe of his men of war,and that che 
multitude of Englith-men,which he had emploied about the warres of France fhould not 
returne into Exg/and. Ic was one of the reafons,induced Pip our King to confenc, that his 
{onne Jobn{hould be fent to warre beyond the feas,that fo he might carry with hima great 
number of yong hot-blouds,which were amongtt his trained military men. There aed: 
vers now adaies,which will fpeake thus, wifhing chis violent and burning emotion wefee 
and feele amongft us, might be derived to fome neighbor war, fearing left chofe offendin 
humours,which at this inftant are predominant in our bodie, if they be not diverted elfe- 
where, will (till mainraine out fever in force, & in the end caufe our utrer deftrndion: And 
incruth 4 forraine warre is wothing fe dangerous a ds(eafe as a civil: But Twill not beleevethae 
God would favour fo unjuft an enterprife, to-offend and quarrel! with others for ourcom- 
medity. 


—- ue %S noel 


: Nil mibitam valde placeat Roamuufia virgo, 
Cat.cpig selegs 4s Q nod temere invitis [ufcipiatur berise 
77s That fortune likes me nor, which is conftrained, 
By Lords unwilling rafhly entertained. : 
Notwithftanding the weaknelfe of our condition, doth often urge us to this necellity, to 
ufe bad meanes to a good end. Lycurgus the moft vertuous & perteét Law-giver that ever 
was, devifed this moft unjuft fafhi6,co inftruét his people unto remprance,by force to make 
the Ficlotes, which were theirfervants, co'be drunke, that fecing them fo loft and buried 
in wine,the Spartanes might abhor the exceffe of that vice. T hofe were alfo more to be bla- 
med, who anciently allowed that criminal offendors, what death foever they were con- 
demned-unto, should by Phyfitians all alive be orne in pieces, that fo they might naturally 
fee our inward patts,&c thereby eftablifh a more affured certainty in their are: For ifa man 
muftneedesierreor debauch himfelfe,it is more excufable, if he doeit for his foules health, 
then forhis bodies good, Ast he Romans trained np, and inftructed their people to valour, 
‘and contempt of dangers and death, by the outragious fpeftacles of Gladiators,and deadly 
fighting Fencers, ‘who in prefenceof chem allcombated, mangled, ficed and killed one 
another; 
aE Quidvefani alind fibi vult ars smpia Indi, 
Quid mortes idvsnum,quid [anguine palta volaptas ! 
Whar elfe'meanes that mad art of impious fenfe, 
Thofe yong-men$ deaths, that bloud-fed pleafing fenfe ? 
which cuftome:continued even untill the time of Theodofime the Emperours 
Prud.tofteSyitb Arvipe delaram tua dux in tempor a fansam, 
m/e Quodque parris {upereff fuece [for laudis haberor 
Nulisin urbe cadat,cujns ft pana voluptas, 
Tam (olis contentaferis infarsss arena, 
Nulla srnentatis bomicidia ludatin armis. 
Thefame defer’d to your times entertaine, 
Boherite praife which doth from Sire remaine, 
Let none diero give pleafure by his paine : 
Be fhamefull Theaters with beafts content, 
wit Notin:goar’d armies maneflaughter reprefent. 
Surely: it was awonderfullexample and of exceeding benefit for the peoples inifticution, 
so feedayly one or two hundréd, yea fometimes a thoufamd brace of men armed one a- 
gainftanother, intheir prefenseco cut and hacke oneanother in pieces with fo great con- 
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ftancy of courage,that they were never feene te utter one word of faintnes or commiferati- 
on,never to turne their backe, nor fo much aste fhew a motion of demiflenetfe, to avoide 
their adverfaries blowes:bur rather to extend their necks co their (words,and prefent thé- 
felves unto their ftrokes. It hath hapned to diverfe of them, who through many hurtsbe» 
ing wounded to death,have fent to aske che people, whetherthey were tatisfied with their 
duty, before they would lie down in the place. They muft,not only fightand dic confant. 
ly,but jocondly;in fuch fort as they were carfed & bitterly {colded at, if in receiving cheir 
death they were any way feene to Arive,yea maidneiic encited them to it. 
confurgit ad ictus, 

Et quories victor ferrum ingulo inferit, slla 

Delicias ast effe fuas,pectu/quejacentis 

Virgo modeftainber converfo pollice rampi. > 

The medeft Maide,when wounds are giv’n, uprifeth g 

VVhen vitors {word the vanquiflit chroate furprifeth, 

She faich, it is hir fport, and doth command 

T’embruc the conquer’d breaft, by figne of hand, 
Thefirft Romans difpofed thus of their criminals: But afterward they did fo with their in- 
nocent fervants;yea of their free men, which were fold to that purpofe:yea of Senarors;and 
Roman Knights,and women alfo. 

Nune caput in mortem vendunt ce funms arene, 

Argue boftem (ibi quifque parat cum bella quic{cant. 

They fell menslivesco deathand ftages fight, 

When wars do ceafe, they finde with whom to fight. 

Hos inter fremitas novo/que lufus, 

Stat fexus radis infcinfane ferri, ne 

Et pnguas capit improbm viviles. 

Amiaft chefe cumuits,thefe ftrange {porting fights; 

That Sex doth fic, which knowes nor how fword bites, 

And entertaines unmov’d,thofe manly fights, 
Which I fhould deeme very ftrange and incredibles if we were not dayly accuftomed to fed 
in our wars many thoufands of forraigne nations, fora very fmall fome of mony to engage 
both their blood and life in quarrels wherein they are nothing interefled, 
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CHAP. 24. 
Of the Roman greatneffe. 


] Will but (peake'a word of this infinite argument, & flightly glance at it, to thew the fim 
plicitie of chofe, who compare the feely greatneile of thefe cimes unto that: In the fea 
venth booke of Ciceroes familiar Epiftles(and let Gramarians remove this title of Familiar, 
if hey pleafe, for,to fay truth, it makes but littletothe purpofe: andchey who in lieu 
of familiar, have placed adfamiliares, may wreftfome argument from chetmfelves, from 
that which Swetonins (aith in Ce/arslife, that chere was a-volumeof his Epiftles ad famia- 
res) there isone direéted unto Ce/ar then being in Gan/e, in which Cicero repeats thefe 
very words, which were inthe end of a former letter that Cefar had writen co him:Teach- 
ching Marcus Furius, whos thou baft comended unto me,I will wake bim King of Gaule,& sf thom 
wilt have mo preferre any other of thy friends,fend thems to me.1t was not new in a fimple Romani 
Citizen(as Cz/ar then was)to difpofe of Kingdomes, for as well deprived he King Desota- 
rus of his, to give it toa Gentleman of the City of Pergamo, called AGithridates. Aud thofe 
who writ his life, mention many Kingdomes fold by him.And Suctonine reporteth,that he 
at one time wrefted three millions and fixe hundred thoufand crownes of gold from King 
Prolomaus,which amounted very neere unto the price of his Kingdome. 
Tot Galata,tot Pontus eat,tot Lydia numsmmie: < Claud.ia Ea> 
: Ll = Forfomuch tr Opel K.BOn34 


renee 
sd ern aeprorree ashes 1 Gunceeeaioalbaeen aan ane rea se 


| 
aa 
aii 


Cor. Tae. vit Jul. 
Agric. 


MartJlib.g.epig 


38.80 


Sp 


The fecond Booke. Chap.25. 


a Ee 


Forfomuch let Gadatsa £0; 

Forfomuch Lidia, Pontus fo. 
Marcus Antonius Said, the greatneffe of the Romane people was not fo much difcerned b y what if 
rooke,as by what it gave, Yerfomeages before Antonis, was there one amongft others of fo 
wonderfull authoritie, as through all his hiftory I know no marke, carrieth the nome of his 
credit higher. Autiochus potletfed all «Zgypr,and was very necreto conquer Cipres,and o- 
thers depending of that Empire. Vpon the progreffe of his vi€tories, C. Popilins came unto 
him in the behalfeof the Senate, and at firft arrivall, refufed to take him by the hand, be. 
fore he had read che letters he brought him. The King having read them,faid, he wold de- 
liberate of them. Popi/ius with a wand encircled the place about, where he ftood, and thus 
befpake him; Give me an anfwer to carry backe to the Senate, before thow gocff out of this circles 
Antiochus amazed at the rudeneffe of fo urging a commandement, atrerhe had pawfeda 
while, replyed thus,? wsll doe what the Senate conomandeth me, Then Popilins faluted him asa 
friend unto the Roman people. To have renounced fo great a Monarchy, and forgon the 
courfe of fo fucceffefull profperity, by the only impreffion of three written lines. Hehad 
good reafon,as afterward he did, by his Ambaffadors to fend the Senate word, thar he had 
received their ordinances with the fame refpeet, as if they hadcome from the immortal] 
Gods.Allthe Kingdomes Auguftus fabdued by right of war, hereftored tothofe who had 
loft chem, or prefented ftrangers with them:And concerning this purpofe, Tacitus {peaking 
of Cogtdunus King of England, by a wonderful traét makes us perceive chisinfinic greatnes 
and might, The Romans ({aith he}were from all antiquity aceuftomed to leave thofe Kings 
whom they had vanquithed, inthe poffeflion of their kingdomes, undertheirauthority ¢ 
Vt haberent infirumentafervitutss cm veges. T bat they might have even Kings alfofer inftruments 
of their bondage, It is very likely,that Solimanthe great Turke, whom we have feene toufe 
fuch a liberality, and give away the kingdome of Hangary,and other dominions, did more 
re{peét this confideration,then that he was wont to alleage;which is,thac he was over wea- 
ried with the many Monarchies,and furcharged with the feverall dominions, which either 
his owne or his anceftors vertue had gotten him. 


CHAP. 25. 


How 4 man hould not counterfeit tobe ficke. 


4a is an ¢pigramin Afartsall, that may paffe for a good one(for there are of all fortes 
' & in him)wherein he pleafantly relateth the ftorie of Caius, who toavoide the courting 
of certaine great menin Rome, togiveattendanceat their rifing, andro waite; afliftand 
follow them , ifained to be troubled with the goure; and tomake his excufe more likely, 
he.caufed his legges to be ointed and fwathed, and lively councerfeted the behaviour and 
copnmmancy ofa goutie man, Inthe end fortune did him the favour tomake him goutie 
indeede, 

Tantum cura poteft & ars doloris, 

Defiit fingere Catlins podagram. 

So much the care and cunning can of paine : 

Calius( growne gowty )leaves the gowt to faine. 
As farre as I remember, have reada like Hiftory in fomeplace of e4ppian, of one who 
purpofing co efcape the profcriptions of the Trimmsnirat of Rome, and ¢o conceale him(elfe 
from the knowledge of thofe who purfued him, kept himfelfe clofe and difguifed, adding 
this other inventi6 to it,which was to counterfeit blindnes ir one cye,who when hecame 
fomewhat to recover his liberty , and would have lefc off the plaifter he had long time 
worne over his eyes,he found chat under that mask he had altogether loft che fight of it.Jt 
may be the action of his fighe was weakned, having fo long continued without exercifeand 
the ufual vertue was wholly céverted into the other eye;For,we may plainly perceive,that 
holding one eye fhut, it convaieth fome part of it’s effedt into his fellow ; in fach fort De 
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CHAP. 26. 


Of Thumbs. 


rteth,that amongft certaine barbarous King gs, for the confirmatio of an in- 
ie, or covenant, their manner was, to. jo oyne their right hands clofeand 


hard entcrlacing theirthumbs:And when by hard wringing them, the 
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Phificion s fay, thumbs are the mafter-fingers of the hand; 
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would fay,another hand. Anditfeemeth, the Latins likewife take them fometimes in thts 
fenfe, sd eff,for a whole hand; eit 
Sed nec voctbus excitatablandis, 
Martlibsr2; Molls police nee rogata furgit. 
Pigramt. 99-8 It wil not rife,chough with {weet words excited, 
Nor with the couch of fofteft thumb invited. 
In Resse it was heretofore a figne of favor,to wring and kiffethe thumbs, 
Elor lib. 30 epift. Fautor vtroque tuum baudabit polliceladum: 
18.66, He that applaudes will praife, 
With both his thumbs, thy plaies. 
and of disfavour or difgrace to lift them up,and turne them outward ; 
InvER.{at.3 364 conver/o police vulgt 
Luewliber occidunt popularster.——— 
When people turne their thumbs away, 
They popularly any flay. 
Such as were hurt or maymed in their thumbs, were by the Romanes difpenfed from go" 
Ing to warre,as they who had loft'their weapons holdefaft. Augnftus did confifcate all the 
goods of 1 Romane Knight,who through malice had cut off thethumbes of two yong chil« 
dren of his thereby to excufe them from going to warre: And before him, the Senate in the 
time of the Italian warres, had condemned Cains Uatienusto perpetuall prifon,and confi 
cated all his gocds,ferfomuch as he had willingly cut off thethumb of his left hand, foto 
exempt him(elfe from the voyage. Some one, whofe name remember not, having gained 
a great vitory by Sea,caufed al the enemies whom he had vanquifhed andraken prifoners, 
tohave their thumbs cut off, thinking thereby to deprive them of all meanes of fighting, 
of rowing, or handling their oares. The Athenianslikewife caufed them to be cut off from 
them o fe gina,to take from them the preheminencein the art of navigation. Je Lacede= 
mou matters punifhed their Schollers by bycing their chumps. 
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CHAP. 27, 
Cowardixe,the mother of Crneltie. 


Have often heard it reported, that Cowardize is the mother of Cruelty: And have perceived 
by experience,that this malicious fharpnes,& inhumane feveritic of corage,is common- 
ly accompanied with feminine remiffeneffe : I have feene fome of the crueleft fubjef&tto 
weep eafily,and for frivolous caules, Alexander the tyrant of Pheres, could not endure tofee 
tragedies ated in the Theaters, for feare his fubjeéts fhould fee him fob and weepe at the 
misfortunes of Hecwbha and Andromaca; he who without remerce or pitty caufed daily fo 
many poore people to be moft cruelly maffacred and barbaroufly murthered. May itbe 
weakneile of {pirit, makes them fo pliable coall extremities? valor(whofe effect is onely to 
exercife it felfe againftrefiftance, 
Nec nifi bellantis gandet COV VICE SUVER CS, 
clai.epif..ad Nor takes he joy to domineere 
~ Hadr.v.39. But on the necke of fturdie fteere) 
refraines it felfe in fecing her enemy proftrateto her mercy: But pufillanimitie, to fay thae 
the alfo is of the feafte, fince it cannot bee joyned to the firft part, takes for her fhare the fe- 
cond, whichis maflacre and blood, Murthers after vi€tories, are commonly effeéted by 
the bafer kinde of people, and officers that waite upon the baggage and cariage. And the 
reafon we {ee fo many unheard-of cruelties in popoular warres , is, that this vulgar rafea- 
litie doth martially fleth and enure it felfeto dive in blood up tothe elbowes,and mangle 
abodie, or hackea carcafelying and groveling at their feete, having no manner of feeling 
of other valor. ie? . 
ovidtiifiings | ——«=««=«C«C«C EB LMpta burps inant mersentibme Unf aa 
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Et quacumgue minor nobilstate fera ef. 
A: Wolfe or filebie Beare the dying man opprefe, 
Orfome fuch beaft asin nobilitie is lefle. * 

Asthe Craven Curres,which at home or intheir Kennels will tugge and bite the skins 
of thofe wilde’ beaftes, which inthe fields they durftnocfo much as bark-at. What is it that 
now adaies makes all our quarrels moreall? And whereas our forefathers had (ome degree 
of revenge,we now beginne by the laftsand at firft brunt nothing is:{poken of but killing ? 
What is it, ific benot cowardife?Everyman feeth, ic is more bravery and difdaine for one 
to beat his enemie,than make an end of him;and tokeep him at abaysthan make him die, 
Moreover,that the defire of revenge is thereby alayed:and better contented; for, it aymeth 
at nothing fo much as to give or fhew a motion or feeling of revenge onely of herfelfiAnd 
that’s thereafon we do nor challenge a beaft,or fall upon a ftone, when it hurts us, becaufe 
they are incapable to feele our revenge. And to kill a man,is to fheleer him from our offence. 
And even as Bias,exclaimed upon awicked man ; Jknow that foone or late thon fualt bee pr- 
nifoeafor thylewdnes, bus Ifeare me I foal not fees: And moaned the Orchomenians,be- 
caufethe penance which Lici/ews had for his treafon committed againftthem,came at fuch 
atime,as none of them were living, whom it had concerned,and whom the pleafure of that 
punifhmentmighe moft delight:So ought revenge to be moaned, whé he on whomitisin- 
fiicted,looferh the meanes to endure or feel it, For,even as the revenger,wil fee theaGtion 
of the revenge, that fo he may feele the pleafure of ir, fo muft he on whom he is revenped, 
both fee and feelesthat he may hereby receive both repentance & griefe.He thal rewit, fay 
we.And though he reccivea ftab or a blow with a piftoll on his head, fhal we think he will 
repent? Contrariwife,if we marke him wel,we fhal perceive thatin falling, he makes a moe 
ot bob at us,Hec is farre from repenting, when he tatherfeemes to bebeholding tous: In 
afmuch as we affoord him the favourableft office of life;which is to make him dye fpeedily 
and as. it were infenfibly. We are left to fhift upand downe,runne and trot, and {quat heere 
and there,and alto avoyd the officers,or efcape the Magiftrates that purfue uss and he isat 
ret, Toki a msan, is good toefcape a future offence, and not revenge the wrongs paft. Ic is rather 
an action of feare,than of bravery: Of precaution,than of courage: Of defence,tha of an en- 
terprife. Icisapparant, that by it, we quit both the crue end of revenge, andthe refpeé of 
our reputatid:If he live we feare he wil or may chargeus with thelike, Ieisnot againft him 
ic is for thee, thou riddeft chy felfe of him. In the Kingdome of WVarfinga, this expedient 
would be booteletfe: Theresnot only Souldiers,& fuch as profeife armes, ‘but every meane 
Artificer,decide their quarels with the Swords point. The King never refufeth any man 
the combate, that is difpofedto fighe:and if they be men of qualitie he wil be by in perfon, 
and-reward the vitor with a chaine of Gold: Which, whofoever hatha miad unto,and wil 
obraine it,may freely chalenge him that weareth the fame, &enter combate with him.And 
having overcome one combate,hath many following the fame.If we thought by vertte 
to be ever fiiperiors unto our enemy,and at our pleafure gourmandize him, it would much 
grieveus he fhould efcape us,as he doth in dying: We rather endevour to vanguifh furely 
then honourably,And in our quarrels we rather feeke for the end,théfor the glory. Afinins 
Polio for an. honeftman,leffe excufable, committed a like faults;Who having written many 
inveétives again Plancus,ftaid untill he were dead to publith them. It was rather to flure 
ata blind manjand raile in adead mans eare,andto offend a fenfcletfe man, then incurre 
the danger of hisrevenge. And men anfwered in this behalfe,chat st onely belonged to Hob- 
goblins to wreftle with the bead, He who ftayeth till the Author be dead, whofe writings he 
will combate,what faith he, but that he is weake and quarrellous? It was told Ariffer/e,chat 
fome body had{poken ill of him,to whom he anfwered, Let him alfo whippe nse,(o my felfobe 
not by. Our forefathers were content torevenge an injurie witha lie: alie with a blowe, ablowe 
with bloud,and /o in order, They wete fufficiently valiant,nor to feare their adverfary,though 
he lived and were wronged : whereas we quake for feare,fo long as we fee hima foot, And 
that itis fo,doth not our moderne praétize,purfueto death, as well him who hath wronged 
us, 3s himrwhom we have offended? It is alfo a kind of daftardlineffe, which hath broughe 
this fafhion irito our fingle combates, to accompany usin the fields with feconds, thirdes, 
andfourths. They were anciently fingle combates, but now they are skirmifhes and bat- 
tcls. To be alone, feared che firft thac invented it: Quwwms in fe cnig, minimum fiducia effet 
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Whee every man had leaft confidence in bim/elfe.F or,what company foever it be; it doch natu- 
rally bring fome comfort & eafe in danger.In ancient time they were went to employ third 
perfons as fticklers,to fee notrechery or diforder were uled, & to beare withes of the com= 
batesfucceife. But now this fathion is come up; lec atiy man be engaged whofoeveris ene 
vited,canot well containe himfelfe to be a fpeétator, lett it be imputed unto him, it is either 
for want of affeétion, or lacke of courage. Belides the injuftice of fuch an ation and villas 
ny,for your honours proteétion,to engage other valour and force then your owne, I findic 
a difadvantage in an honeft and worthy many& who wholly trufts unto himfelfe,co enter- 
mingle his forcune wich a fecond man:every one runneth fufficient hazard forhim(elfejand 
necde not alfo runne it for another: And hath enough to doe,to ature himf{clfe of his owne 
vertue for the defence of his life,wichout committing fo precious a thing into thirdemens= 
hands. For, if the contrary hath not exprefly beene covenanted of all foure ; it isa come 
bined party. If your fellow chance to faile,you have two upon you,and not without reafon: 
and to fay, itis a Superchiery,as it is indeed:as being wel armed,to chargea man who hath 
but apiece of a fword, or being found & ftrong,to fer upon a man fore hurts But if they bee 
advantages you have gotten fighting, you may ufe chem without imputation. Difparitieis 
not con(idered,and inequality is not balanced,but by the ftate wherein the fight is begun. 
As of the reft you muftrely on fortune: and if alone or fingle, you chance ro have three up- 
on you,your other two companions being flain,you have no more wrong done you,than F 
Should offcr in Wars in ftriking an enemie, whom at fuch an advantage I fhould finde grape 
led with one of my fellow: fouldiers. Thenature of focietie beareth, where troupe is a= 
gainft troupe(as where our Duke of Or/eans chalenged Hen.King of England,one hundred 
againft another hiidred;three hundred againft as many,as did che Argias againft the Lace- 
demenianssthree cothree, as were the Horatij againtt the Caraty) the pluralicie of either 
fide is never refpeéted for more tha a fingleman.W herfoever there is c6pany,the hazard is 
cofufed and diferdered.I havea private incereft in this difcourfe.For,my brother, the Lord 
of Mateconlom,being defired in Rome, to fecond and accompany a Gentleman,with whom 
he had no great acquaintance, who was defendant and chalenged by another;The fight be- 
gunne,my brother by chance found himfelfe confronted with one necrer & better known 
ro him(I would faine be refolved of thefe Lawes of honor,which fo ofté thocke & trouble 
thofe of reafon) whom after he had vanquifhed and difparched,feeing the wo principals of 
the quarrell yet ftanding and unkurt,he went to reskew his fellow. What-could he do lefle? 
fhould he have ftood ftill, and (if chance would fo have hadit) fee him defeated, for 
whofe defence he was entred the quarrel? What until then he had done,was nothing to the 
purpofe, and che quarrel was ftill undecided.Al the courtefie you can,you ought furely vic 
to your enemy, ¢{pecially when you have brought him under, and to fome great difadvane 
tage; [know not howa men may vfeit, whenanothers intereft depends on it, where you 
are but acceffory,8c where che quarrel is not yours. Hee could never be juft nor curteous,in 
hazard of him unto whom he had lent himfelfe.So was he prefently delivered out of the Ie 
talian prifons,by a {peedy and folemne letrer of commendations from our King.Oh indif- 
ercet Natid,We are not contented to manifeft our follics,& bewray our vices to che world 
by reputation:but we go into forraigne Nations and there in perfon fhew them,Place three 
French-men in the deferts of Libya,and they wil never live one moneth together without 
brawling, falling out and {cratching one another:you would fay this peregrinatiG,is a party 
ereéted to pleafe ftrangers with our tragediess and thofe moft commonly,who re joyceand 
{coffe at our evils. We travel into Italie to learne the art of fencing, and pragtife it at the 
coft of our lives,before we know 1t;it were requifite according tothe order of true Difci- 
pline,we fhould preferré the Theorike before the praétike.We betray our apprentifage. 

Primitiainvenam mifera,belligue futurs 

Durarndimenta. 

The miferable firft eflayes of youth, 

And hard beginnings of warre that enfu'th. 

Iknow itisan art profitable coher end (in the fingle combate betweene the two Prin= 
ces,cofin-Germans,in Spaine, the eldeft of which (faith 7.Lévins)by the skil of his weae 
pons,& by craft, overcame eafily the difmayed forces of che yonger)and as by experience I 
have knowen, the knowledge and skil wherof, hath puffed up the heart of fome, beyond 

their 
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their natural] proportion. Buc 1¢13 not properly a vercue, fince fhe draweth her ftay from 
dexteritie,and takes her foundation from other than from her felfe. The honosr of combates 
confifteth in the jealonfie of the heart, not of the (cience. And therefore havei (cence fome of my 
friends, renowned for great Matters in this exercife in their quarels to make choife of wea- 
pons,that might well rake the meane of this advantage,or oddes fromthems and which 
wholly depended on fortune, and affurance that their vi€torie might nor rather be imputed 
to their fencing, than afcribedtotheir valour, And in my infancy,our nobility (corned the 
reputation of a fencer, though never{o cunning, 2s injurious;and if any learne ic, they 
would fequefter themtclves trom company, decming the fame as 4 myftery of craft & fub- 
tilty,derogating frem true and perfcét vertue, 
rE Now [chivar non parar,non ritirarfi 
Voglion,coftor we qus defirexzaha parte; 
Non danno s colps fints hor pient,hor [carfi; 
Togtelirac sl furor lufe desl arte, 
Odie le [pade horrsbimente urtarft 
A mexzoil ferro,sl pie d'orma non parte, 
Sempre c sl pie fermso,e 1a wsan femepre in mote, 
Ne (cende taghoin van,ne punta a vote. 
T’avoyde,toward retiring to give ground 
Thcy reke nor,nor hath nimblenes heere part, 
Nor give falfe blowes,nor full,nor fearfe, nor found, 
Rage and revenge bereaveall ufeofarte, _ 
Their Swordes at halfe Sword horribly refound 
You might heare mette: No foote from fteppe doth partes 
Their foore fill faft,cheir hand ftill fafter mooveth': 
No ftroke in vaine,nothruftin vaine, but prooveth. 
Shooting at Buts,T siting, Torneyes, Barriers,the true images of martiallcombates, were the 
exercifes of onr forefathers, This other exercife is fo much the leife noble, by how much i¢ 
re{pecteth but 4 private end; which againft the lawes of jaftice, reachech us to deftroy one 
another, and every way produceth ever mifchievous effects. J¢ss such more worthy, and 
better befeeming,for aman to exercife himfelfe in things that affure and offend not onr Comsmon- 
wealth; andwhich re[pec publike fecuritie and general glory. Publius Confus, was the firtt 
that ever inftiruted the Souldicr to manage his armes by dexteritie and skil,and joyned are 
unto-vertue,not for the ufe of private c6étions, but for the wars & Roman peoples quar- 
scls.A popular and civil] manner of fencing. And befides the example of Ca/ar, who ap- 
pointed his Souldtcr,above all chings, to aime and ftrike atthe face of Pompeyes men inthe 
batrell of Pharfalia: A thoufand ocher Chieftaines and Generals havedevifed new fafhi« 
ons of weapons,and new kindes of ftriking, and covering of chemfelves, according asthe 
rier > affaires require.But even as Philopamen condemned wreftling, wherein hee excel- 
ed others,forfomuch as the preparations appertaining tochis exercife differed {rom thofe 
that belong to military difcipline,to which he fuppofed, men of honour fhould ammufe & 
addi&tthemfelves, Me thinks alio, that this nimbleneffe oragilitie,co which men fafhion 
and enure themfelves, their limbes, cheircurnings, windings,and nimble-quicke motions, 
wherein youth is inftru&ted and trained in this new {choole, are nor onely unprofitable, 
but rather contrary and domageable for the ufe of militarie combate: And we fee our men 
do commonly employ particular weapons, in their fence (chooles,and peculiarly appointed 
for chat purpofe. And I have feene it difallowed, that a gentleman.chalenged to fight with 
Rapier and Dagger, fhould prefent himfelfe in the equipage of a man at armes;or that aniow 
ther fhould offer tocome with his cloake infteade ofa Dogger. Iris worthy the noting , 
that Lachaz in Plato, {peaking of an apprentiflage,how to manage armes, conformable to 
ours, faith, he could never {ee any norable warrior come of a {choole of fence, and efpe= 
cially from among the maifters. As forthem our owne experience confirmes as much, 
And for the reft we may at leaft fay,they are fufficiencies of no relation or corre(pondency.s 
And in the infticution of the children of his Common weakh,P/ato interdi€ts the artes of 
fiiking or playing with fits, devifed by Amycusand Epeins, andco wreftle invented by 
Anthans and Cecye: becaufe they aime at another end ,then co adapt youth co warlike {ere 
vice, 
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vice,and have no affinitie with it, Bue I digreffe much from my theame . The Empcrour 
Manricins being forewarned by dreames, and fundry prognoftications, that one Phecas 
a Souldier at char time yer unknowne, fhould kil him,demanded of Philp his fonne in law, 
who that Phocas wasshis nature, his conditions, and cuftomes, and how amoneft other 
chings Pbi4p cold him;he was a faint cowardly,and timorous fellow: The Emperour.there. 
by prefencly cécluded,that he was both cruel & 2 murtherer,What makes tyrants fo blond. 
chirftie? ic is che care of their fecuritie, & that cheir faint-hart yeelds them no other meanes 
to affure themfelves, then by rooting out thofe which may in any fort offend them; yea 
filly women, for feare they fhouldor bite or {eratch thems 
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d the world of them, & fo eftablith his fafe- 

ever they be placed. 1,whorathcr refpeét 

r order and placing, need net feare to place 

nt ¢ fo rich of their owne beautie,and may ve- 

with a haires end, to fitte orjoyne themro 

condemned by Péidp, was one Heredicus a 

d his two fonnes in lawe to beput to death; 

m. Theoxena and e4reo were thetwo wid- 

yurged thereunto, could never be induced 

orésa chiefe man amongft che Enians, and by 

eft very young. Theoxena moved b y amo- 

young nephi¢ws,and foro have themin her protection and 

bringing up, wedded Ports.V pon this came out the proclamation of the Kings Edit. This 
noble-minded mother, diftrufting the Kings crueltie & fearing the mercilefnes of his Sate- 
lities or officers towards thefe noble, hapefull and tender youths, feared net to fay,that thee 
would ratherkil them with her own han ds,thé deliver them. Poris amazed at her protefta- 
tions, promifech her fecretly to convey themto 4rhens, cher by fome of his faithful friends 
tobe kept fafely., They take occafion of 4 yearely feaft, which to the honor of e£ neas was 
folemnized at e£nea,and chicher they goe, where having all day-log affitted to the ceree 
monics,and publike banket : night being come, they convay themfelves into a fhippe ap» 
pointed for that purpofe,in hope to fave themfelves by Sea, But the winde fell out {0 cone 
trarit,that the next morning they found thé{elves in view of the own, whence the night 
before their had hoifed{ailes, where they were purfued by the guarders and Souldiers of 
the Port. Which Porss perceiving, laboured to haften and encourage the Marinersto 
shift away:But Theoxena,engaged through loveand and revenge,temembring her firft refo- 
lution, prepared: both weapons and poifon,and prefenting them to their fight, thus thee 
befpakethem:Oh my deare children, take a good heart, death is now the oncly meanc of 
your defence and libertie, and fhall be a juft caufe unto the Gods for their holy juftice. 
Thefe bright- keene blades, thefefull cuppes fhall free you the paflage unto ir, Courage 
therefore,and thou my eldeft childe,take this fword to diethe ftrongeft death. Whoon 
the one fide having fo undaunted a perfwader,and on the other their enemies ready to cut 
their throats in furious manner;ranneéall to that which came nexttohishand, And {foall 
goared and panting werethrowne into the Sea, Theoxena » proud fhe had fo gloriouflie 
provided for her childrens fafety, ‘lovingly embracing her husband, faide thus unto him; 
Ohmy deare heart, let us follow thefe boyes, anid together withthem enjoy one felfe fame 
grave,and fo clofe.clafpe-togecher,they flung themfelves into themaine : So that the fiiip 
was brought to fhoareagaine,but emptic of her Maifters, Tyrants to a&two things toge- 
ther,that is,to killand caufe their rage te be felr,have employed the ucmoft of their skill.co 
devife 
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devife lingring deaths, They wil have their enemies die, yet not fofoone,but that they may 
have leifure co feele their vengeance.W herin they are in great perplexiry-for if the tormérs 
beover-violér,they are fhort;if lingring not grievous inough.In this chy imploy cheirwirs 
and devifes. Many examples wherot we {ee in antiquiti¢;and I wot not,whethe: wittingly 
we retaine fome pice of that barbarifme. Weatfoever us beyond afimple death, feemeth to mee 
meerecrueltie. Our juftice cannot hope, that he whom che terror of death cannot difmay , 
be heto be hanged ot beheaded,can in any fort be troubled with the imagination of a lan- 
guifhing fire,of a wheele, or of burning pincers, And I wotnot, whether in that meane 
time we bring himco defpaire: For, what plight can che foule ofa man be in, that is bro~ 
ken upon a wheele,or after the old fafkion,nailed upon a Crotle, & xxnij howres together 
expects his death? Jofephusreporteth, thatrwhilft che Romane warres continued in Zurie; 
pafling by a place where certain Iewes had been crucified three dayes before,he knew thre 
of his friends among ft them, & having gotten leave to remove them,two of them died, but 
the third lived long after.Chalcondy/as a man of credite, in the memories he left of matters 
happened in his time and thereabouts,maketh report of an extreame torment,the Emperer 
Mechmed was often wont to put in practife, which was by one onely blow of a Cimitary 
or broad Perfian Sword,to have men cut in two parts,by the wafte of the body, about the 
Diaphragma,which isa membrane lying overthwart the lower part of the breaft,fepararing 
the heart and lights from the ftomacke,which caufed them to dye two deaths at once:and 
affirmeth thar both parts were feen full of life, to move and ftirre long time after, as if they 
had been in lingring torment.] do not thinke,they fele any great torture in that movings 
The gafttic/t torments to looke upon are not alwaies the greateft tobe endured : And | finde chat 
much more fiercely-horrible, which ether Hiftorians write,and which he ufed againft cei 
cain Lords of Epirus,whom faire and Jeafurely he caufed to be fleadall over, difpofed by fo 
malicious a difpenfatid,chat their lives continued fifteene daies in that languor & anguith. 
And theferwo others; Cra/us having caufed a Gentleman to be apprehended, grearly fa- 
voured by Pantaleon his brother; led him in a fullers or cloth-workersfhoppe, where with 
Cardes and Teazels belonging to that trade, hesmade him to be carded,{craped,and teaz- 
led fo long untill he died of it. George Sechell Ringsleader of the Cquntty men of Polina,who 
under the title of a Creyfada,wrought fo many mifchiefes,having beene defeated in a bars 
cell by theVayvoda of Tranfilvama, and taken Prifoner, was for three dayes togethertyed 
naked toa wooden-horfe, expofed toall manner of tortures, any man might devife ag 
gainfthim; during which time divers other prifoners were kept faiting. At laft,he yerlie 
ving, {aw Lucat his deare brother, and for whofe fafety be fued and entreated , forced 
to drinke his blood, ‘drawing all the envie and hatred of his mifdeedes upon him(elfe. And 
ewentie of his moft favoured Captaines were compelled to feed upon his fei, which with 
their teeth they muft teare off, and {wallow their morfels, The reft of his body and en- 
trailes, hebeing dead,were boiled in a pan, and given for food to other of his followers. 
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All things have their feafon. 


T Hofe who compare Cato the Cenfor,to Cato the yonger that killed himfelfe, compare 
two notable natures, and in forme neare ong unto another. The firft exploired his,fun- 
drie waies, and excelleth in military exploits,and veilitie of his publike vacations. Butthe 
yongers vertue (befides chat it were blafphemy, in vigor tocompare any unto him) was 
much more fincere and unfpotted. For,who will difcharge the €enfors of envie and am 
bition,that durft councer-ehecke the honor of Scipio,in goodnes and all other parts of ex 
cellencie, farre greater and betterthan him or any other maniiving in his age? Amongft 
other things reported of him, thisis one,thar in his eldcft y eares he gave himfelfe, with fo 
carneft a longing to learn the Greek tong.as if it had been to quencha long burning thirft 
A thing in mine opinié not very honorable ip hignsIe is properly that which we cal doting 
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orto becomea child againe, Ail thin neir fealonjyea the goodandall. And] may 
fay my Pater nofter out of feafon, As T. Dvintins Flaminins was accufed,forafmuch as being 

ot the confli@,he was feene to withdraw himfelfe 
although he gained the batrell. 
r pont finewms fapiens cr renus 
A wile-man will ufe moderation, 
Evenin things of commendation 
lemmonidas {eeing 
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3 Acnocrates Very old, laborioufly apply himfelf in his Schoole-le€tures; 
en wil this man know fomething,fince heis yet learning? And Philopemen, tothofe 
who highly extolled King Prolemey, becaufe hedaily hardned his body to che exercife of 
arms:Itis not({aid he }a matter commendable ina King of his age,in them to exercife him- 
{elfe,he fhould now really and fut lly imploy them. Wife men fay, that young-men 
Seould make their preparations, aud old. men enjoy them. And the greatch vice they nore in us, 
is, that our defires do uncetlantly grow j rand yonger \ ré ever beginning anew 
tolive. Our ftudies and our defires fhould fometimes havea feel ing of age, Wehavea 
foote in the grave,and our appetites and purfuites are but new-borne, 
T# (ecanda marmora 
Locas {ub ipfisws fanss,c» fepalers 
Linenemor firnisdomos 
You,when you fhould be going to your grave, 
Put Marble out to worke:t ioufes brave, 
.. Vaimindfull of the buri ou muft have 
The longeft of my deffeignes doth not extend toa whole yeare; now I only apply my 
felfe to make an cnd:! (hake off all my new hopes and enterprifes ; I bid my laft farewell co 
all che places I leave, and daily difpotleffe my felfe of what I have. Olin iam nec perit quice 
Senstpifle 77. f+ Guana mihi nee acqniriturP lus fuperef? viatici quam viet is a good while fince I neither loofe nor 
get any thing; Ihave moreto beare my charges,then way to £0 
Ping Enl.4s Vixt quem dederat curfism fort wna peregs, 
6534 Thave liv'd and che race havepaft, © 
Wherein my fortune had me plac’t. 
To conclude,it is all the cafe I finde inmy age,and that it fupprefferh many cares and de- 
fires in me, wherewith life is much difquieted, The care of the worlds courfe, the care o 
riches, of greatnefleof knowledge,of health and of my felfe. This man learneth to fpeake, 
when he fhouldracher learne to hold his peace forever, A man may alwaies continue his 
ftudie,but not fchooling.O fond-foolith for an old man to be eyer an Abcedarian. 
Catuleleg.xe Diwerfos diverfainuant,won omnibus annis 
403) Ommnsa convenivnt. 
Diverfe delights to diverfe,nor to all 
Doall things at all yeares convenient fall. 
If we muft needs ftudy, let us fludy fomething forteable co our condition,that we may ane 
fwer,as he did,who being demanded whiat his ftudies would ftead him in his decrepity,an- 
{weredsthat he might the better, ce with more eafe leave this world Such a ftudie was yong Ca- 
toes,in forefeeling his approaching end,wholigliting upon Péatoes difcourfe of the foules 
immortality. Nor, as it may be fuppofed, that long beforehe had not ftored himfelfe with 
all forts of munition for fuch a diflodging. Of affurance,of conftancy & inftrudtion,he had 
morethen P/azo hath in all his writings: His Science,and his courage, were in this refpe& 
aboveallPhilofophy, Heeundertooke this occupation, not for the fervice of his death, 
but as one, who did not fo much asintefrupt his fleep,in a deliberatié of fuch confequence, 
whoever without choife or change continuéd his wonted ftudies,and all otheracenflomed 
aétions of hislife: The fame night, whercin the Pretorfhip was refufed him,he palled over 
in play. That whereinhe ninftdie,hie fpencinireading, The lofle of life or office was all one 
to him. : Re se je 
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CHAP. 29, 


Of Vertue. 


Finde by experience,that there isgreat difference betweene the fodaine fits and fantafies 
of the foule,anda refolute difpofition and conftans habitude: And I fee, there is nothing 
bur we may atraine unto, yea, asfome fay, to exceede Divinicic ic felfe ; forfomuch as itis 
more to become impaflible of himfelfe,then to be fo by his original condition: And that 
one may joynea refolution and affurance of God to mans imbecillitie.Butit is by firs, And 
in the lives of thofe Heroes or noble worthies of former ages, are often found wonderfull 
parts, and which feeme greatly co exceed our naturall forces: but they are prankes or parts 
confonant to truth: & ic miy hardly be believed,mans foule may fo be tainted & fed with 
thofe fo high-raifed conditions, that unto itthey may become as ordinary and naturall. Ic 
hapneth unto our felves,who are but abortive broods of men,fometimes torowze our foulle 
farre beyond her ordinary pitch, as ftirred up by the difcourtes, or provoked by the exam- 
ples of others. Bat itis a kinde of paflion, which urgeth, mooveth, agitatech and in fome 
forte ravifheth her from out her felfe:for, that guft overblowne, and ftorme paft, wee fees 
it wil unawares unbend and lofe it {elfe,if not to thelowcft pitch, at leaft to beno more the 
fame fhe was, fo that upon every flight occafion, for a bird loft, or for a glaife broken, wee 
fuffer our {elves to be mooved and diftempered very neere as one of the vulgar fort, Excepe 
order, moderation and conftancie, I smagine all things may bee done by an indifferent and defe- 
ctive man.T herefore fay wifemen,that diretly to judge of a man,his common actions mufé 
{pecially becontrouled, and he muft every day be furprifed in his work-day clothes, Pyr- 
rho,who framed fo pleafant a Science of ignorance, aflaied (as all other true Philofophers) 
to fathion his life anfwerable to his do@rine. And forafmuch.as he maintained the weake. 
netfe of mans judgement, to be fo extreame, as it could take nor refolution, nor incling.« 
tion:and would perpetually fufpend itsballancing beholding and receiving allthings, as 
indifferent:It is reported.of him, that he ever kept him(elfe after one fafhion, looke ang 
countenance:If he had begunne a difcourfe,he would endit, though the party to Whom he 
{pake, were gone: And if he went any where, he would not goe an inche out of his path 
what let or obftackle foever came in his way ; being kept from falls,fr6 cartes or other ac2 
cidents by his friends. For, to feare or fhunne any thing, had beene to fhocke his propofi, 
tions, whic! remooved all election and certainty from his very fenfes. Hefometimes. fuf- 
fered himfelfeto be cut and caurherized, with fuch conftany,as he wasnever feen fo much- 
as to fhrug,twirch,move or winke with hiseyes. Itis fomething to bring the mindeto 
thefeimagination,but more to joine the effeéts untoir,yet is & not impoffible. But to joine 
them with fuch prefeverance and conftancy,as to eftablifh ic for an ordinary courfe 3 Verily 
in thefe enterpri!es fo farre from common ufe, it is almoftincredibleto bedone, The rea- 
fon is this, that he was fometimes found in his houfe, bitterly fcolding with his fifter, for 
which being reproved, as he that wronged hisindifferencie:What? {aid he?msm/t this (ee 
ly woman alfoferve as a witneffe to myrules? Another time, being found to defend himi(elfe 
froma dog: - Ie (replied he) very hard, altogether to difposle and fake off max: And man 
muft endevour and enforce himfelfe to refiftand confront all things, firft by effeéts; but 
if the worft befall, by reafon and by difcourfe, It is now about feaven or eight yeares fince, 
chat a country man, yet living not above two leagues from this place, having long before 
beene much vexed & troubled in minde, for his wives jealoulies one day comming home 
from his worke,and fhe after her eccuftomed manner welcomming and entertaining him 
with brawling and {cow!ding,as one unable co endure her any longer,fell into fueh a moo- 
die rage,that {odainely with a Sickle, which he held in his hand, hejelean cut off chofe parts 
that were the caufe of her jealoufie, and flung them in her face. Andicis reported, thata 
yong gentleman of France, amorousand luftie, having by his perfeverance at laft mollified 
che heart of his faire miftrefle,defperate, becaufe comming to the point of his{o long fued~ 
for bufinefle,he found him(felfe unable and unprepared,and thae 
rane 
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non vsrsliter 

Iners fentle pents extulerat caput, 
as foone as he came home,he deprived himfelfe of ireand fent itas a cruel and bloudy facri. 
fice for che expiation of his offence.Had he done ir by difcourfe or for religions fake,as the 
pricttes of Cybe/e were wont to do, what might we not fay of fo haughry an enterprife?Nor 
long fince at Bragerac, five leagues-diftance from my houfe,up the river of Dordargne a Woe 
man, having the evening before beenc grievoufly tormented, and fore beaten by hie hus- 
band;froward and skittifh by complexion,determined though it fhould coft hir the price of 
hirlife,by one meane or other,to efcape his rudene(Te,and rifing the next morning, Went as 
fhe was accuftomed to vifite her neighbours, to whom in fome fort fhe recommended the 
ftace of hir affaires,then taking a fifter of hirs by che hand, ledde hiralong untill fhe came 
upon the bridge that croffech the River,and having bid her hartily farewell; as in the way 
of port without (hewing any maner of change or alceration,headlong threw hirfelie down 
into the River, where fhe perifhed.. And whichis more to be nated in hir,is, thac chis hir 
determinatiou ripened a whole night in hir head, But che Indian Wives, may not here be 
forgerten as worthy the noting: W hofe euftome is, that husbands have many wives & for 
hir chat is deareft unto hir husband,to kil hirfelfe after him:Every one in the whole courfe 
of hir life,endevorethto obraine this priviledge and advantage over all her fellow-wives: 
And in the good offices and duties they fhew their husbands,refpeét no other recompence 
than to be preferred to accompany them in deathé 

Voi mortiferojatia eff fax ultima lefo, 
-Uxorum fufis, tat piaturbacomis: 

* Etcertamenhabent Lethigua viva fequatur 

—~———— Coniugium, pudor eff non ticuilfe mors: 

Ardent vitlrices, flamma pectora prabent, 

———J mponuntque (urs ora perufta virts. 

When for his deathebed laft flame is appli’d 

With loofe haires many kind wives ftand befide, 
And ftrive for death, which alive may be next 
Hir wedlocke, who may not,is fham‘d and vex’t 
They that orecome, are burn’d,to flames give way, 
Their bodies burne.on their burnt husbands lay. 

A late Writer affirmeth, that himfelfe hath feene chis cuftome highly reputed in the new 
difcovered Eaft Indiaes,where not only the wives are buried with their husbands, but alfo 
fuch flaves as he hath enjoyed; which is done after this manner. The husband being de- 
ceafed, the widdow may, if fhe will(but few do it) requeft two ot three Monthes {pacero 
difpofe of hir bufines. The day come,adorned as a {umptuous bride, fhe mounteth on horf= 
backe, and with acheereful countenance, telleth every body the is going to lie with her 
bride groome, holding in her left handa looking-glatfe, & an arrow in the right. Thus hae 
ving a while rid up & downe in great pomp & magnificence,accompanied with her friends 
and kin{-men,and much concourfe of people, in feaft & jollitie,fhe is brought unto a pub- 
like place,purpolely appointed for fuch fpeétacles. Which isa large open place, in the mid- 
deft whereof isa pit or grave full of wood, & neere unto it an upraifed {caffold, with foure 
or five fteppes to afcend, upon which the is brought, and ferved with a ftately and fumptu- 
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‘ ousbanket, which ended, fhe beginneth to dance and fing,and when fhe thinks good,com- 


mandeth the fireto be kindled. That done, fhe commeth down againe,and taking the nea- 
reftof hir husbands kindred by the hand, they goc together co the next river, where thee 
ftrippes hir felfe all naked,and diftribureth hir jewels and cloathes among hir friends,then 
pluageth herfelfe inthe Water, as if fhe meant to wath away hir fins;then comming out fhe 
enwrappeth her felfeina yellow piece of linnen cloth,about the length of fourteene yards; 
And giving her hand againe unto hir husbands Kinf-man, they recurneunto the Mount, 
where fhe {peakes unto the people, co whom(if fhe have any) fhe recommendeth hir Chil- 
dren, Berweene the Pitte and Mount,there is commonly a Curtaine drawne, left the fighe 
of that burning furnace might difmay them:W hich many,tofhew the greater courage, wil 
not have it drawne, Her fpeech ended, a Woman prefenceth her with a Veifell ful of Oyl, 
therewith ¢o annoint her head and body, which done, thecaftech the ref into the i 
there= 
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advance or recoyle che fame. 
This may well befaid, but feeke you who fhall effe&it > And ific be fo, that a ftrong 
and lively faith,doth likewife draw a€tion after it:truely this faith (wherewith we fo much 
fill our mouthes)is marvelous light in our times:except the cotempr it hath of works, make 
her difdaine their company. Soit is,thacto the fame purpofe,the Lord of Joimvsley as cre 
dible a witnefTe as any other, tells us of the Bedoins, a nation entermingled with the Sara- 
cine,with whom our King Saint Lewes had to deale in the holy land, who foconfidently 
believed in their religion,the dayes of every one to be prefixed and numbred from all eters 
nitic,by an inevitable preosdinance,that they went al bare and naked to che warres,except 
4 Turkifh Glaive in their hand,and their body covered buc with a white linnen-clech: And 
for the bittereft curfe, if they chanced to fall outone with another, they had ever in cheir 
mouth : Curfed be thonsas be that armseth himsfelfefor feare of death. Here is another maner of 
triall or a belief or faith thé ours, In chisrank may likewife b¢ placed that which thofe two 
religious men of Florence,not long fince gave unto their cotitrymen. Being in fome contro- 
verfie betweene themfelves about certaine points of learning;they accorded to go borh in- 
tothe fie,in the prefence of al che people, & in the open marker place, each one for the vee 
rifying of his opinion; & all preparations were ready made,and execution ro be performed; 
but chat by an uncxpeétedaccidét it.wasinterrupted,A yong Turkith Lord, having atchi¢~ 
ved a notable piece of ferviceinarmes, & with his own per(on,in ful view of the two bate 
telsbetween Awsmurath & Huniades ready to be joyned together, being demanded by Ams- 
murath his Prince,who(being fo yong & unexperienced ,tor it was the firft warre or fervice 
he had feene before) had replenifhed him with fogenerous and undanted vigor of courages 
anfwered, that a Hare had beene his foveraigne maifter and onely ceacher of valour + “a 
ate A! Min fas : chus 
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thus began his fpeech. Being one day abunting,1 found a Hare fitting sm her forme, and although 
Thad abrace of excellent good gray-honnds iwith me ina flip or leafs, L thought it good, becanfe I 
would be fureof my gametoufe my bow ; for fhe was avery faire marke. 1 beganne to fhoote my 
avrowes at ber, which I did tothe nunsber of fortie ( for in my quiver were juft fo many) yer could 
Lnever burt ber,no not fo much as ftart her: After allthis, I let flip my gray hounds, whe could dee 
no more then I had done: by which I learnt,that fhe had beene fheltred and defended by her deftinies 
and that no glaives nor arrowes never bit, but by the permsiffion of our fatalitie, which it teth not 
jin us to ayoide or advance. This ftorie may ferve to make,us perceive by the way, how fie. 
xible our reafon is to all forts of objeéts.A notable man, great in yeares, in name, in dignity 
and in learning, vaunted himfelfe unto me,that he was induced to a certaine moft imporrat 
change of his religion, by a flrange & fantaftical incitation:and in al things foil concluding 
that I deemed the fame ftronger & more forcible,being taken contrary. He termed it a si~ 
racle,and fo did I,but in a different fenfe. Their hifterians fay. chat perfwafion having po- 
pularly beene fcattered amongft the Turkes,of the fatal and inflexible prefcription of their 
dayes,doth apparantly aide to watrant & embolderi them in dangers. And I knowagreat 
Prince, who happily thrives by it, be it he believe it,or take it for aa exenfe to hazard ‘him- 
felfe extraordinarily;provided fortune be not foone wearie to favour and backe him. There 
hath not happened in our memorie a more admirable effe& of refolution,than of thoferwo 
villaines that confpired the death of the Prince of Orange : Icis ttrange how, the laft, who 
performed the feme, could be induced of encouraged to undergo fuch an enterprife,whers 
in his fellow(chough he had refolutely attempted it,and had all might be required for fach 
an aétion)had fo ill fuccete,and mifcarried. And sh thofe freps,and with the {ame weapons,to go 
ce undertake a Lord,armed with fo late aninfirnuttion of difiruft; mighty in friends and fohowerss 
puilfant of bodily ftrength:in bss owne hall:amiddeft lis fervants and guardes and ina {ity wholly at 
his devotion. It muft of forcebefaide, that in performing it,be employed a well. diretted and refo- 
lutehand,anda dreadleffecourage, moovedbya vigorous paffien.. A Poynard is more{ure to 
Wound a man,which forfomuch as it requireth more morion and vigor of the arme, thana 
piftol, it’s ftroke 1s more fubjeét to be hindred or avoyded, That the firft ranne not to an afe 
dured death, | make'no great doubt, for the hopes wherwith he might be entertained could 
net harbour in a well ferled and refolute minde;and the conduct ot his exploit,thewethshe 
wanted no more that,then courage. The motions of fo forcible a perfwafié may be divers; 
for our fantafic difpofeth of her felf & of us as the pleafeth. The execution committed neere 
Orleans had no coherencewith this, whesin was more hazard,then vigorthe blow was nor 
mortal], had net fortune made it fo:and the encerprife to fhooreon horfe-backe and far-off, 
and to one who mooved ftill according to the motion of his horfe;was the attempt of aman 
that rather loved to miffe of his effeé,then faile to fave himfelfe. What followed did mani- 
feftly thew it.For,he was fo amazed & drunken with the thought of fo haughty an execu- 
tion,as he loft all his fenfes,both to worke his efcape, and direét his tongue in his anfwers, 
What needed he have done more, then recover his friends by creffing of ariver? Itisa 
meane,wherein I have caft my felfe in farre lefle dangers, and which I thinke of fmall hae 
zard,how broad foever,alwaies provided your horfe find an eafic entrance, and onthe furs 
ther fide you forefee an eafie and fhallow landing ,according to the courfe of the ftrcame of 
the water, The fecond,when the horrible fentence was pronounced againft him,anfwered 
ftoutly,/ was prepared for it and I foall amaze you with my patiencesThe Aifaflines,a nation de- 
pending of Phenicia, are efteemed among the Mahometifts of a foveraigne devotion and 
puritie of maners; they hold, chat the readieft and fhorteft way to gaine Paradife,isto kill 
fome one of acontrary religion:therefore hath it often beene feene,that one or twoin their 
bare doublets have undertaké ro affalut mighty enemies, with the price ofan aflur’d death, 
& without any care of their owne danger, And thus was our Earle ‘Raymond of Tripoli mur 
chered or affa{linated(this word is borrowed from their name) in the middeft of his Citie, 
during thetime of our warres in the holy land:And likewife Comrade Marquis of AZonefer- 
+ato his murtherors being brought to theif tortureswere feenc to (wel with pride,that they 
had performed fo worthy an exploit. a 
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Of ansonfireus Child. 


His difcourfe thall paffe fingle, for Ileave it to Phyfitions to treate of. I {ave ttvo dayes 
i ib ae a child,whom two men and a nurce (which named théfelvesto be his father, his 
Vackle,and his Aunt)carried about with intent toget (ome money with the fight of him, 
by reafon of his ftrangenes. In all che reft,he was as other children are, he ftood upon his 
feere, wentand pratled in a maneras all others of hisage + He would never take nourifh- 
ment,but by his nourfes breaftsand what inmy prefence was offredto be put in his mouth, 
he cheweda little,and put it all out againe, His puling differed fomewhat from others: He 
was juft fourteene moneths olde. Vinder his paps he was faftned and joynedto an other 
child,but had no head,and who had the conduite of his backe topped, the reft whole,One 
of his armes was fhorter then the other, and was by accident broken at theirbirth, They 
were joyned face to face,& 2s if a little child would embrace another fomewhat bigger. The 
joyning & {pace whereat they were clofed cogether, was but foure inches broad, or theres 
abouts;in fuch fort chat if you thruft up the imperfeét child,you might fee under the others 
navill. And che feame was betweene the paps and hisnavill. Thenavill of che imperfect 
one could not be feene,but all the reft of his belly might. Thus,what of che imperfeét one 
was not joyned,as armes,buttockes,thighes and legges,did hang and fhakeupon the other, 
whofe length reached tothe middle-leg of the other perfeét. His Nurce told me, he made 
water by both priviries, The members of the little one were nourifhed, living, and in the 
fame ftate as the others,except only,they were lefle & thinner, This double body, & thefe 
different members, having reference to one onely head, might ferve for a favorable prog 
hoftication to our King,to maintaine the factions & differing parties of this our kingdome 
under anunitie of the lawes.But leaft the fucceffe fhould prove it contrary, itis not amiffe 
to let himrunne his courfe; Forinthings already pafttheirnéed no divination. Vt qunns 
falta funt, tum ad conjeEuran aliqua interpretation revecantur > Se as when they are done,they 
shen by fome conftrnttion fhould be revoked to conjetture : Asitis reperted of Epsmeuides, who 
ever divined backward.I come now from feeing of afhepheard ac AZedoc, of thirtie yeares 
of ageyor thereabouts, who had no figne atall of genitorie parts; But wherethey fhould 
be,arechreé little holes,by which his water doth continually tril from him.T his poore man 
hath a beard,and defireth ftill to be fumbling of women. Tho/é which we call monfters are not 
fo with God,whoin the immenfitie of his worke feeth the iufinstie of formestbercin contained. And ic 
may be thought, thatany figure doth amaze us,hath relation unto fome other figure of che 
fame kinde,alchough unknown unto man.Frem out hss all feeing wifedome proceedeth nothin 
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but good, common,regular and orderly, but we neither fee theforting, nor conceive the relation, Cicdivinedib, 


Quod srebré vider,non miratnrerians fi,cur fiat nefeit. Quod anténon vidit, sd.fs evenerst, offens 
sum effe cenfer.T hat which he often (eerh,be doth not wonder at, thongh be kwow not why it is done 
But sf that happen, which he never faw before, he rhinkes it fame portentwons wonder,\Wee call that 
againft nature, which commeth againft cuftome. There is noching,whatfoever it be, that 
isnot according tohir. Let therefore this univerfalland nacurall reafon, chafe from us the 
error,and expell che aftonifhment,which novelcie breedethyand Arangenes caufeth in us. 
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Of auger and choler. 


Lutarke is very where admirable, but efpecially where he judgeth of humane ations, 
Thenorablethingshe reportech, may be perceived in th¢ comparifon of Lycargnsand 
tablet  Keportec Mar ase Nama; 
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Numa,{peaking of the great fimplicity we commit, in leaving ycrig children under the go- 

vernment aad charge of their fachers & parents.Moft of our policies,or Common-wealths, 

faith Arifforle (as the Cyclopes were wont Jcommit the condu& of their wives,and charge 

of their children,to all men,according to their foo)ifh humor or indifcreete fantazies. And 

wel-nigh,none but the Lacedemonian & Cretenfian, have refigned the difcipline of chile 

dren tothe lawes, Who /feeth not, that inancftate al ti depend of nurture and education ? 

Andall the while, without difcretion, it is wholy left to the parents mercy how foolith and 

wicked foever they be.Amongft other things, how often (walking through our ftreetes) 

have] defired to have a play or comedie made in revenge of young boyes, which I fawe 

thumpr,mifufed, and wellnigh murthered by fome haire-brained, moodie, and through 

choler-raging Fathers and Mothers, from out whofe eyes aman might fee fparkles of rage’ 

to flartle, ; 
To yabiejecnr incendente feruntur 

Pracipites ut faxajugis abrapta,quibus mons 

Subtrabiturclivoque latus pendenterecedit: 

They headlong runne with rage, which doth enflame their.livers 

Like ftones that broken fall from mountaine tops in fhivers, 

The hill withdrawes,and they are rould 

From hanging cliffe which leaves their hold 

(And according to Hypocrates,the moft dangerous infirmities,are thofe which disfigure 


_the face) and with a loud thundring voice often to follow children that came bat lately frd 


nuree; Which after prove lame,maimed,blockith and dul-pated with blowes : And yet our 
Tawesmakes no accompt of it,as if chefe fpraines,and unjoyncings of limbs,orthefe maimes 


were no members of our Common-wealth. 


Gratuns eff quod patrie civem populogue dedsfii, 
Sifacis nt patria fir tdoneus,wtilss agrss, 

Viilis & beHorum c& pacis rebws agendise 

That you roth’countrie givea man, "tis acceptable, 
If for the countrie fit you make him, for fields able. 
Of peace and warre for allachievements profitable. 

There is no paffiow fo much tranfports the finceritie of judgessent,as doth anger.Noman would 
make confcience to punifh that Judge by death, who in rage or choler had condemned an 
offender. And why fronld fathers be allowed to beate, or [choolemafters befuffered to whip chil 
dren,er to puni(h them being angry/It isno longer correction, but revenge. Punifhmcnt is unto 
children as phyficke;& would any man endure a phyficion,that were angrie & wroth againft 
his patient? Our {elves (did we well) during the time of our anger, fhould newer lay hands 
on our fervants, So long as our pulfe panted, and we feele any concitation, fo long remit 
we the partie:And things will feeme farre otherwife unto us, if we once come to our fenfes 
againe,and fhall better bethinkevs, Then isit paflionthat commandes. Icis paffion chat 
fpeaketh and not we. Athwart it, faults feeme much greater unto us,as bodies doc athwart 
a foggy mift, Who fois hungry,ufeth meat,but who fo will ufe chaftifement, fhouldnes 
ver hunger nor chirft after ir. Moreover,correétions given with difcretion and moderation, 
are more gently received,and with more good to him that receiveth chem, Ocherwife hee 
fhall never thinke to have beene juftly condemned, by aman whois tranfported by rage 


and choler, and for his juftification alleadgeth the extraordinary motions of his maifter, — 


thic inflammation of his face,his unwonted oaths, his chafing, his unquietnetle and his rafh 
precipitation. 

Ora tument ira,mgre[cunt fanguine vena: 

Lumina Gorgoneo favins igne micant. 

The face wich anger fwelles,the veines grow blacke with blood, 

The eyes more fiercely fhine then Gorgons fierie moode, 
Swetonins writech,chat Cains Rabirins, having by Ce/ar been codemned,nothing did himfo 
much good toward the people (to whom he appealed ) to make him obtain his fuite, as the 


fharpnes and over boldnes which Ce/ar had declared in that judgement.Saying is one thing, 


Ana doing another, Aman muficonfider the Sermon apart andthe preacher feverall. Thote have 
mede théfelves good (port, who in our dayes have gone about to checkethe veritic of our 
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Church,by the minifters vice: She fercheth hir eeftimonie fromeliewhere. It is a foolith 
manner of arguing,and which would foone reduce all things taa confuflion. An bone? mar 
may (ometimes have fable opinions, and awicked man may preach truth: Yeafuch aone as belecves 
it not.Verely,it is a pleafing barmonte,when doing and faying goe together, And 1 will not deny, 
but faying,when deeds follow,is of more efficacie and authoritie; As faid Endamidas,when 
he heard a Philofopher difcourfe of warre: Thefe /peeshes are good, but he that /peakes thom, 
és not to be beleeved, For his cares were never acuftomed to heare the clang of trumpets, nor 
rattling of drums.And C/eowsenes hearing a Rhetoritian {peake of valou:,burft our into an 
extreame laughter : Whereatthe other being offended, he faidunto him: Iwenld doe as 
much ifit were a Swallow fooula (peake of it, but were he an Eagle, I ould gladly beare bim. Me 
feemech I perceive in ancient mens writings,that he who {peaks what he thinketh, touch- 
eth nearer the quick,thé he who counterfaitss Heare (icero {peak of the love of libertie;thé 
liften to Brutas,cheir very wordes will tell yowand found in your care,the latter wasa man 
readic to purchafe it with the price of his lite, Let Cicero, that father of cloquence treate of 
the contempt of death, and let Seseca difcourfe of the famethe firft drawes it on languith- 
ing,and you fhall plainly perceive,he would faine refglve youof athing,whereof he isnot 
yet refolved himfelfe, He giveth you no heart, for himfelfe hath none ; Whereas the other 
doth rewze,animate and inflame you, I never looke upon an Author, be they {uch as wrire 
of vertue and of aGtions,but I curioufly endevor to finde out what he was himfelfe. For,the 
Ephori of Sparta, hearing a diffoluce liver propofe avery beneficial advife unto the people, 
comtmaunded him to hold his peace, and defired an honeft man to affume the invention of 
it unco himfelfe and to propound it.P/atarkes compofitions, if they be well favored, doe 
plaincly manifeft the fame unto us:And I am perfwaded I know him inwardly : Yet would 
I be glad, we had fome memories of his owne life: And by the way I am talne into this dif- 
courfe, by reafon of the chanks I owe unto Am/ws Gellins,in that he hath left us written this 
ftorie of his manners, which fitteth my fubjeét of anger. Aflave of his, who wasa lewd 
and vicious man, bur yet whofe cares were fomewhat fedde with Philofophicall docu- 
ments, having for fome faults by him committed , by the commandement of Pltarke his 
mafter,been ftripped naked, whilft another fervac of his whipped him,grombled in the be- 
ginning,thac he was whipped without reafon,& had done nothing: But inthe end,main- 
ly crying our,he fell co raling and wronging his mafter , upbraiding himthac he was noc a 
true Philofopher, as he vanced himfelfe to be, and how he had often heard him fay, thar, # 
svas an unfeemely thing in a man tobe angry.Andthat he had madea booke of it: And now all 
plong<d in rage, & engulfedin cholcr co caufe him fo cruelly to be beaten, was cleane con- 
trarie to his owne writing. To whom P/starke with an unalcered, and milde-fetled coun- 
tenance,faid thus unto him.Whai? Thou raskall, whereby doeft chou judge I am now an- 
grie?Doth my countenance,doth my voice,doth my coulour,or doth my {pecch give thee 
any teftimony,that I am either moved or cholericke? Mefcemeth, mine eyes are not fta- 
ringly-wilde,normy face croubled,nor my voice frightful or diftempered:Doe I waxe redé 
Doe Ifeame atthe mouth ? Doth any word efcape me I may repenc hereafter? Doel 
ftartle and quake? Doe I rage and ruffle with anger? For,to tel chee true,thefe are the righe 
fignes of choler and tokens ofanger. Thenturning tothe party chat whipped himgcontie 
nue Rill chy worke,quoth he,whilftchis fellow and I difpute of the matter, This is the re- 
port of Gellixs. Archstas Tarentinus recurnin g from a wats where he had beene Captaine ge- 
nerall,found his houfe all out of order,husbandrie all {poiled, and by theill government of 
his Bailife,his ground all wafte and unmanured;& having called for him, faid thus; e4way 
bad man. for if Iwere not angrie, 'wenld bave shee whip tfor this. Plato likewile,being vexed && 
angrie with oneof his flaves, commaunded Spenfppusto punifh him , excufing himfelfe, 
that now being angrie he would not lay hands upon him. Chars/ws the Lacedemonian, to 
one I/elot who behavedhim(elf over infolencly and audacioufly towards him; By che Gods 
(faith he ) Jf 1 were not now angry,1 world prefently make thee dée.\t isa paffionwhich pleafech 
and flattereth ic felfe. How many times being moved by any fajieiuggeftion, if at 
that inflantwebe prefented withanylawfull detence ortrucexcufe., doe wefall into 
rage againft truth and innocencieit felfe? Touching this purpofe,] havererained a won- 
derfull example of antiquitic. P#/, indivers other refpeéts aman of norable vertuc, being 
angri¢, and chafing with onc of his Souldiers, who returning from forage ot boot-halings 
¥ as a Mm 3 : could 
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could not give him an accompt where he had left a fellow-Souldier of his, and chereupor 
concluding he had killed ormade him away, forthwith condemned him to be hanged,And 
being upon the gallowes ready to dyesbchold his companion, who had ftragled abroadc, 
comming home,whereat all the army rejoyced very much,and after many embracings and 
fignes of joy between thexwo fouldiers,the hangma brought both unto Pi/o,al the compas 
ny hoping, it wold bea greacpleafure unto him;but it fel out cleane contrary,for through 
fhame & {pite his wrath {till burning was redoubled, and witha flie devife his _paffion in- 
{tantly prefented to his mind, he made three guiltie, forfomuch as one of them was found 
innocenr; and caufed them all threeto bee difpatched. The firft Souldicr becaufe he was 
alreadie condemned;the fecond,which had ftragled abroadesby reafon he was the canfe of 
his fellowes death;and the hangman, for chat he had not fulfilled his Generalls commaun> 
dement. Thofe who have to deale with froward and skittifh women have no deubt feene 
what ragethey wil fal into, if when they arémoft angrie and chafing, aman be filentand 
patient, and difdaineto fofter their anger and wrath, Celsus the Orator was by nature exe 
ceeding fretfulland cholerike, To one who was with hinvat fupper, aman ofa milde and 
gentleconverfation, and who becaufe he would not move him, feemed toapprove what 
ever he faid,and yeeldro him in every thing 3 as unable to endure his peevifhnes fhould fo 
paffe without fome nourifhment, burft out into a rage,and faid unto him: For the love of God 
deny me [omething, that we may betwe. So,women are never angrie, burcothe end aman 
fhould againe be angrie with them, therein imitating the lawes of Love. Pheciontoaman 
who troubled his difcourfe with brawling and skolding at him, in moft injurious manner, 
did nothing elfe but hold his peace, and give him what leafure he would ro vent his chol- 
ler; which done, without taking any notice of it, began his difcourfe againe where hehad 
lefeit off. Thereis no reply fo foarpe as (uch filent contempt. Of the moft cholerike and teftic 
man of France (which is ever animperfeétion, but more excufable in a military man; for ic 
muft needes be granted, there are in that profeflion fome men who cannot wellavoyde it ) 
T ever fay,he is the patienceft man I knowe to bridle his choler ; it mooveth and tranfpor= 
p __ teth him with fuch furie and violence. 
Ding. Amlib, ; , magno veluticam flamma lonore 
46% Virgea [ug geritur coflis undantis abens, 
Exultantgue aftu latices, furst ints Aquas 
Fumidus atque alte fpwrs exuberat amnis, 
Nec jam fe capit unda,volat vapor ater ad auras, 
As when a fagor flame with hurring founds 
Vader the ribbes of boyling cauldron lies; 
The water {welles with heat beyond the bounds, _ 
Whence fleeming ftreames raging and forming rile; 
Water out-rann’s it felfe,blacke vapors flyeto skies. 
chat he muft cruelly enforce himfelfe to moderace the fame. And for my part,1 know noe 
paffion I were able to (mother with fuch temper and abide with {uch refolution, I would 
not fet wifdomeat fo high arate.I refpeét not fomuch what he doth,as how much it cofts 
him not todoéworfe. Another boatted in my prefence,of his behaviours order and milde-~ 
neffe, which in truth is fingular=1 tolde him, that indeed it was much, namely in men of fo 
eminent quality, ashimfelfe was, on whom all eyes are fixed, alwaies to fhew himfelfe in 
a good temper:but that the chiefeft point confitted in providing inwardly & for himfelfes 
and that in mine opinion , it wasne difcreet part inwardly to free : which,to maintaine 
chat marke and formal ourwardapparance , I feared hee did. Choler is incorporated by con- 
cealing and {mothering the fameas Diogenes {aid to Demofthenes,who fearing to be feeneina 
Taverne, withdrew himfelfe into the fame: The more thou recoyleft back, the further thou 
goeft into it.I would rather perfwadea man, though fomewhat out of {eafon, to give his 
boy a wherret on the eare,then to diflemble this wife,fterne or fevere countenance,to vex 
and fret his minde.. And I. would rather make fhew of my paflions, then{motherthem to 
my coft:which being vented and expreft, become more languifhing and weake : Betteric 
Senepif. y6+ isto letits pointe worke outwardly, then bend ic againft our felves.Ommia vitia in aperto len 
viora [ust: & tunc perniciofiffiwsa,guwm {1 snulatafanstate fubjidunt. Al vices are then leffe peril 
lous when they lie open to bec feene, bnt thew moft pernitionss when they lurke under connserfeired 
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foundneffe Lever warnethole of my houfhold, who by their offices-authoritie may forme= 
times have occafion to be angry, firft co husband their anger; then not employ it upon ¢- 
very flight caufe; for that empeacheth the effeét and worth of it. Rafhand ordinary braw- 
ling is converted toa cuftome, and that’s the reafon each man contemnes ic: That which 
you employ againft a fervant for any theeving, i$ not perceived, becaule it is the fame he 
hath fundry times {ceneyou ufe againft him,if he havenot wafht a glaffe well or mifplaced 
aftoole,Secondly,that they be not angry in vaine,but ever have regard their chiding come 
to his cares with whom they are offended : for, commonly fome will brawle before he 
come in their prefence, and chide a good while after he is gone, 
ce fecum petulans amentia certat. 
Madrieffe makes with ic felfe a fray, 
Which fondly doth the wanton play. 
and wreake their anger againft his thadow,and make the ftorme fall where noman is either 
chaftiied or intereffed, but with the rumour of their voice, & fometimes with fuch as can- 
not doe withall.J likewife blame thofe who being angry, will brave and mutinie when the 
partie with whom they are offended isnot by. Thefe Rodomantades muft be employed on 
juch as fearethem. 3 ' 
Mugitus veluti cum prima sn pralsa tawrus 
Terri ficas ctet atquesrafcs in cornuatentat, 
Arboris obniccus tranco,vento(que lace (fit 
Iélibws, e& [par[a ad pugnana prolwditarena. ts 
As whena furious Bullto his firft combate mooves 
Histerror-breeding lowes, his horne.co anger prooves, 
Striving againft a trees trunke,and the winde with ftrokes, 
His preface made to fight with (catered fand,provokes, SS 
When] chance to be angry, it is in the carnefteft manner that may be, but yet as brieHy 
and as fecretly,asis poffi ble. I lofe my felfe in haftinetfe and violence, bur noc in troubles 
So thar, lec me fpend.all manner of injurious words at randome and without allheed, and 
never refpeét to place my points pertinently,and where they may doe moft hurt; For com- 
snonly I employ nothing but my tongues My boyes {cape better cheape in great matters, 
chen in {mal crifles, Slight occafions furprife me,and the mifchiefe is,that after you are once 
falne intothe pit,it ismo matter who thrufts youin,younever ceafe til youcome tothe bor- 
rome, The fall prefferh, hafteneth, mooveth and furthereth ic felfe. In great occafions I 
am pleafed,that cheyare fo juft,that every body refpeéts a reafonable anger to infue.I] glori- 
fy my felfe co deceive their expeétation. Againft thefe I bandy and prepare my felfe; chey 
snake me {ummon up my wits,and threaten to carry me very farre,if I would follow them. 
I cafily keepe my felfe from falling ito them, andif I ftay for them, I am ftrong enough to 
rejeét the impulfion of this paflio, what violent caufe foeverit hath.But if it feize upon and 
once preoccupate me," what vaine caufe foever it hath, it doth cleanetranfport me :I con- 
dition thus with thofethat may conteft with me,when you perceive mete be firft angry, be 
it right or wrong,let me hold-on my cour{e,I will dothelike to you,when ever it fhalcome 
omy lot. The rage is not engendred bur by the coneurrencie of cholers, which arceafily 
produced onc of another, & are not borne at one inftant.Let us allow every man his courfe 
{o fhal we ever be in peace.Oh profitable prefeription, but ofan hard execution!! fhal fome 
time feemeto be angry for the order and direction of my houfe, without any juft emotion; 
According as my age yeeldeth my humours more fharpe and peevith, fo do I endevour to 
oppofe my felfeagainftthem , and if I can I will hereafter enforce my {elfe to be leile fro- 
ward and not fo teafty ,. as [ fhall have more excufe and inclination to_bee fo; although I 
have heretofore beene in cheir number that areleaft. A word more to conclude this Chap- 
ter:.Arz/torle faith, (holer doth fometimes ferve as armes unto Vertueand Vatonr.\t is very like- 
ly: notwithftanding fuch as gainefay him , an{wer pleafantly, it is a weapon of anew fa- 
fhion and ftrange vie: For we moove other weapons, bur this mooverh vs;our hand doth 
not guide ir,buc it dirg&teth our hand;it holdeth us,and we hold not it. 
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CHAP. 32. 


A defence of Seneca axd Plutarke, 


a os familiarity I have with thefe ewo men,andthe ayd they affoord mein my olde age; 
and my Booke meerely framed of their fpoiles,bindeth me to wed and maintaine their 
honour, As for Seneca, amongeft a thoufand petty- Pamphlets, thofe of the pretended re- 
formed religion have publifhed, for the defence of their caufes which now and then pro- 
ceede from a good hand,and which, pitty itis, ic fhould not be employed in more ferious 
and better fubjeéts: Ihave heretofore {cene one,who to prolong and filup the fimilitude, 
he would finde betweene the government of our unfortunate late King Charlesthe ninth 
and that of Nero,comparcth the whilem Lord Cardinall of Zorene unto Seneca 3 their fore 
tunesro have beene both chiefe men in the government of their Princes, and therewithalf 
their manners,their conditions and their demeanours: wherein (in mine opinion) he doth 
the faid Lord Cardinal great honour:for,although I be one of thofe ttat highly refpe& his 
fpirit, his worth, his eloquence, his zeale toward his religion and the fervice of his King; 
and his godd fortuneto have beene bornein an age, wherein hee was fo new, {o rare, and 
therewithall fo neceflary forchecommon-wealth, co havea Clergie-man of {uch dignitie 
and nobility, fufficient and capable of fo weighty a charge : yet ro confeffe the truth, ] e 
fteeme not his capacitie fuch, nor his vertue fo exquifitely unfpotced, nor fo entire or con- 
ftant,as that of Seneca. Now this Booke whereof J | peake,co come to his intention,makerh 
amoft injurious defcription of Seneca, having borrowed his reproaches from Dion the hi- 
ftorian, te whofe teftimony I give no credit at all:For befides,he isinconftant,as one who 
after he hath called Seneca exceeding wife,and fhortly after termed him’ mortal enemy to 
Werees vices,in other places makes him covetous, given toufurie,ambitious, bafe-minded, 
voluptuous, and under falfe pretences,and fained fhewes,a counterfet Philofopher; his ver- 
tue appeareth fo lively, and wifedome fo'vigorous in his writings;and the detence of thefe 
amputations is fo manifeft,as wel of his riches, as of his exceflive expences,that I beleeve no 
witneffeto the contrary. Moreover, there is great reafen we fhould rather give credit to 
Romane Hiftorians in fach things,then to Graciansand ftrangers,whereas Tacitus and 0. 
thers {peake very honourably of his life and death, & in all other circumftance declare him 
co have beene a moft excellence and rarély vertuous man.I wil alleadge no other reproach a- 
gainft Dions judgement,then this, which is unavoydable:that is, his underftandin g of the 
Roman affaires,is fo weake and il advifed,as he dareth defend and maintaine Ju/ises Cefare 
caufeagainft Pompey,and blufheth not to juftifie Antonive againft (Cicere, But let us come 
to Plutarke; John Bodiue is 2 good moderne Author, and endowed with much more judge. 
ment then the common-rabble of Scriblers and blur-papers which now adayes ftuffe Sta 
tioners fhops, and who deferveth to be judged, confidered and had inmore then ordinary 
efteeme. Nevercheleffe I finde him fomewhat malapert and bolde in that paflage of his 
Methode of Fifteriewhen he accufeth Platarke, not only of ignorance (wherein I would 
have let him fay his pleafure, for chat is not within my elemét) but alfo that he often writeth 
chings,altogether incredible and meercly fabulous(thefe are his very words) If he had fim- 
ply aid things ocherwife then they are,it had been no great reprehenfion:for, what we have 
not feene, we receive from othersand upon troft:And | fee him fometime, wit ringly and in 
good carneft report one and fame ftory diverfly: As,the judgements of three beit capraines 
that ever were,poke by Hansbal,is otherwife in Flamsinins his life, & ocherwifein Pyrrbit. 
Bat to taxc him,to have taken incredible; & impoffible things for ready payment, is to ac~ 
cafe the more judicious author of the World, of want of judgement, And fee heere his ex. 
ample : As (faith he)when he reports that a Childe of Lacedemon {uffered alihis belly and 
guttsto betorne out by a Cubbe or young Foxe, which he had ftolne, and kept clofeun- 
der his garment,rather then he would difcover his theft, Firft,I finde this example ill cho. 
fen:Forafmuch as it is very heard co limit the powers of che foules-faculties, wlzereas of core 
mee Waa rete Shae Re foe poral] 


a at RN at a 


e Chap.32. Sees: The fecond Booke. | 405 


a 
ee 


of fuch a {ubje@,| would rather have made choyce of an example of this fecond kind. And 
fome there beleife credible. Asamongeft others, that which he reports of Pyrrhas, who 
being fore wounded, gave fo great a blow with a {word unto one of his enemies, arm’d at al 
affayes,& with ail pieces,as he cleft him from the crowne of the head downto che groine, 
fo that the body fell in two pieces.In which example I findeno great wonder,nor do I ad- 
mit of his excufe,wherewith he cloaketh P/starke: to have added this word(as itis aid) co 
, forewarne us, & reftraine our beliefe,For,if it be not inthings received, by authoritie and 
f reverence of auriquity or religion, neither would him(elfe have received, nor propoled to 
" us to belicve things in themfelves incredible: And chat (as ic is {aid hee doth not here fetce 
i downe this phrafe to that purpofe,may eafily be perceived, by what himfelfe in other pla. 
. ces telleth us upon the fubjeét of the Lacedemonian Childrens patiencesof examples hap- 
h pered in his time,much harder to be perfwaded:As that which Cicero hah alfo witneffed 
before him, becaufe, (as he faith he had been there himfelfe: That evé in cheit times there 
were Children found prepared co endure al maner of patience, whereof they made trial be- 
fore Dianaes A lar , and which fuftered themfelvesto bee whipped, tillthe blood trilled 
downe al parts of their body,not onely without crying,but alfo without fobbing:and fome 
who voluntarily fuftered themfelves ro bee fcourged to death, And what Platarkeal{o re. 
porteth,and a hundreth other witnefles averre, that aflifting ac a facrifice, a burning coale 
happened to fall into the fleeue of.a Lacedemonian childe,as he was bulie at incenfing, fuf- 
fered his armeto burne fo long, untill the fmel of his burnt flefh cameto al the by-ftandets; 
There was nothing according totheir cuftome, fo much called their reputation in queftis, 
and for which they endured more blame and fhatne,than to be furprifed ftealing. Iam fo 
well inflruéted of thofe mens greatnes of courage,that this repert,doth not only nor feeme 
incredible to me,asto Bodine, but I do not fo much as deeme it rare, or fuppofeit ftrange z 
‘The Sparcane ftory is full of chonfands of much morc rare and cruell examples 5 thenacs 
cording co this rare, it containcth nothing but miracle. Concerning this point of ftealing, 
Mearcellinws veporteth, that whileft hee lived, there could never be found any kinde of 
torment that might in any fort compell the Egyptians (urprized flching (which was much 
u(ed amongft them) toconfetfeand teil but their names. ASpanifhPeafant being laide 
upd the racke,about the complices of the murther of the Pretor Lxcius Pifo,in the midft of 
his torméts cried outshis friends fhould not ftir,but with al fecurity affift him, & chat it was 
not in the power of any griefe or paineeo wreft one word of confeffid from him:& the firft 
day nothing elfe could poffibly be drawn fr6 him: The next morrow as he was led toward 
therack,to be tormented anew,he by ftrong violence freed himfelfe from out his keepers 
hands, and {o furiovfly ranne with his head againft a wall,that he burft his braines our, and 
prefensly fel down dead. Epicharis,having glutted & wearied the moody crucley of Neroes 
Satellites or officers, & ftoutly endured their fire,their beatings, & cheirengins a whole day 
long, without any one voyce,or word of revealing hir c6{piracy,&the next day after, being 
againe brought to the corrure, with hir limbs bruzed and broken,c6vayed the lace or ftring 
of hir gowne over one of the pillers of the Chaire wherein the fate,with a fliding kgot in i¢ 
into which fodainly thrufting her head, fhe ftrangled her felfe with the weight of hir body? 
Having the courage to dy¢ fo,and fteale from the firft corments; feemeth fhe not purpofely 
to havelent herlifeto the trial of hir patience of the precedent day,only to mocke that Ty- 
rant, & encourage others co attempt che like enterprize againfthim?And he that fhall en- 
quire of our Argolectiers or Free-bootets,what experiences they have had in thefe our late 
civil wars, fal no doubt find effeéts & examples of patience, of obftinacy & ftif neckednes 
in thefe our miferable dayes,& amidft the effeminate,and puling worldlings far beyond the 
Egyptian,and well worthic to be compared to thofe alreadie reported of Spartan vertue.I 
know,there have been found {eely boores,who have rather endure to have their feet broi« 
led upon a Greedyron,their fingers ends crufhe and wrung with the lock of a Piftoll,cheit 
eycs all bloody to be thruft out of their heads with wringing and wrefting of a cord about 
their forcheads,before they would fomuch as be ranjomed. I have {eene and fpoken with 
one who had beeneleft al nakedima ditch for dead, his necke all brnifed and {wolne,with 
a haleer about it,wherewith he hadbeene dragged a whole night ara horfes taile through! 
thick & chin, witha xoo,thrufts in his body, given him with daggers, not to kill him out- 
sun cant right, bus 
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but to grieve and terrific him, arid who had patiently endured all thatjand loft both fpecch 
and fenfe,fully refolued (as himfelfe told me) ratherto diea thoufand deaths (as verily, if 


you apprehend what he fuffered, he paft more then one full death) then promife any rane 
fome; yet was he one of the wealchicft husbandmen in al his country. How many have bin 
feene, who have patiently endured co be burnt and rofted for unknown & wilful opinions, 
which they hac borrowed of others:My felfe have knownea hundred and a hundred Woe 
men (for, the faying is, Gaskoine heads have fome prerogative in that) whom you mighe 
fooner have made to bite a red-hot piece of iron, then recant an opinion, they had conceie 
vedinanger. They will be exafperaced and grow more fell againft blowes and compul. 
fion, And he who firft invented thetale of that woman, which by no threats or Rtripes, 
would leave to call her husband pricke-lowfe, and being caft intoa pond and duckr under 
water,lifted up her hands, and joyning her cwothumbs-nailesin a€-to kill lice above her 
head,feemed to call him loufic ftil,devifed a fable,whereof in truth we dayly feethe expres 
image in divers womens obf{tinacic and wilfulnefle.And yet obffinacy is the fiffer of confhancy 
at leatt in vigor and ftedfaftneffe. 

A man muft not judge that which is poffible, and that which is not, according to thar 
which is credible and incredible to our fenfe and underftanding,as I have already laid ec. 
where. And it is a great faule,wherein che greater number of men doe dayly fall (Ifpeake 
not this of Bodine )comake a difficulty in belicving that of others, which thélelves neither 
can nor would doe, Every man per{wades himfelfe, that the chiefe-forme of humane na- 
ture isin himfelfeseccording to her,muft all others be dire&ted. The proccedings that have 
no reference to hirs,are falfe and fained. Is any thing propofed unto him of another mans 
faculties or a€tions? The firft thing he calls co the judgement of his confultation,is his owne 
examples; according as it goeth in him, fo goeth the worlds order, Oh dangerous fortifhiw 
nelfe, and intolerable foppery ! Icon(ider fome men 2 farre-off, beyond and abovemy 
{elfe,nsmely amongft thofeancient ones:and though I manifeftly acknowledgemineowne 
infufficiencie co foliow or comeneere them by athoufand paces, I ceafe not to keepe chem 
fill in view,and to judge of thofe wardes and {prings thac raifethem fo high 3 the feedes 
whereof I fomewhat perceive in my felferas likewife 1 doe of the mindes extreame bafenes 
which amazcth me nothing at all, andJ misbelieve no more, I feetheturne thofe give to 
wind up themfelves,and I admire their grearneffe, Se thofe farts which Iperceiveto be fo 
wondrous faire,I embrace them:and it with my ftrength Ireach not unto them,at leaft my 
judgement doth moft willingly apply it felfe unto them, The other example he alledgeth 
of things incredible,and alrogether fabulous,reported by Péutarke,is,that Agefilasss was fie 
ned by the Ephories,becaufe he had drawne the hearts and good wills of al his feilow-citti- 
zens unto hunfelfe alone. I know not what marke of falichood, or fhew of impoflibilitie he 
findes in it;but fo it is, that P/wtarke (peaks there of things which in al likelyhood were bete 
ter knowne to him,then tous; And asit wasnot ftrange in Greece,to fee men punifhed and 
exiled, onely becaufe chey were too popular, and pleafed the common people over much, 
Wicneflc the Ofraci/me amongft the Athenians, and the Petali/me ; mong the Siracufans, 
There is another accufation in the fame place, whichfor Péutarkes fake doth form what 
touch me, wherehefaith, that he hath very welland in good truth forted the Romanes 
wich the Romanes, and the Gixciansamongft themfelves, but notthe Romanes with the 
Grecians,witnelle (faith he ) Demofthenes and Cicero, Cato and Ariffides, Syllaand Lyfander 
Marcellus and Pelopidas,P ompey and Agefilaws, decming thereby that he hath fayouredthe 
Gizcians,in giving chem {o unequall companions. Itisa juft reproving of that, which is 
moft excellent.and commendablein P/utarke: For, in his comparifons( which is che moft 
admirable pare of his worke, and wherein in mine opinion hefemuch pleafed himfelfe y 
the faithfulnefie and finceritie of his judgement equalleth their depth and weight.Heisa 
Philofopher thar teachethus vercue, But leous fee, whether we can warrant him from this 
reproch of prevarication and falfe-hood. That which Iimagine hath given occation or. 
ground to this judgementis,that great and farre-fpreading luftre of che Romane names ‘ 
which ftill are tingling in our eares,and never our of our mindes, Wee doe not thinke De. 
mofthenes may cquallthe glory of a Conful,of a Procon{ul and a@ueftor of this great com- 
mon wealch of Rome. But he that fhallimpartially confidertheeruth of the matter,and men 
in themfelves, which P/atarke did chisfly aime at,and more to balance their euftome, their 
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natural] difpofitions and their fuficiencie,then their fortune:] am of acleane Oppofite opi-~ 
nion to Bodine,andthinke that Cicevoand old Cato are much behind or fhort of their paral. 
lclss, For this purpofe, I would rather have chofenthe €xample of yong Cato compared 
to Phocion: for in.that paire might well be found a more likely di{paritie forthe Romaneg 
advantage.As for Afarcel’ns,Sylaand Pompey, | fee very well, how their exploits of warre; 
be more {wolne, glorious and pompous, then the Grecianss whom Plutarke compareth 
unto themsbur the moft vertuous, afd faireft ations,no more in warre,then elfewhere, are 
not alwaies the moftfamous, I oftenfee the names of fome Captaines fmothered under 
the brightneffe of other names of leffer defert, witnelle Labsenses, Dentidites , Telefinus and 

divers others, And to take him in that {enfe,were] co complaine forthe Grecians, mighe 
not] fay,that Camtllas ismuch lefle comparable unto T heassftocles, the Gracchi to Agis and 

Cleomenes, and Numato Lycurgas ? Butit is follieat one glanceto judge of things with fo 

many and divers faces. W hen P/utarke compares them,he doth not for all chat equall them, 
Whocould more eloquently sand with more con{cience noce their differences ? Dothhe 
cOpare rhe vioriesjthe exploites of armes,the power of the armies codudted by Pompy & 

his triumphs unto thofe of Agefilaue2l do not believe (fait h he)chat Xenopbo him{clf(were 
he living)though it were granted him to write his pleafure for the advantage of e7ge/ilaus, 
durft ever dare to admit any comparifon betweene them: Seemeth he to equal Lyfander vo 
Sylla?_ There isno comparifon ({aith he) neither in number of vidtories, nor in hazard of 
battels betweene them : for, Ly/ander oncly obtained two fea-battels &c: This is no deros 
gation from che Romanes, Ifhee have butfimply prefented them unco the Greciats; 
what ever difparity may bee betweenethem,he hath notin any fort wronged them. And 
Péstarke doch not dire&ly councerpoife them, In fome thete is none preterred before o« 
thers ; He compareth the parts and the circumftances one after another, and feverally jud- 
gethofthem, It therefore any would goe abour to convince him of favour, he fhould nata 
rowly fift out forme particular judgement; orin generalland plaine termes fay, hee hath 
milled in forting fuch aGracianto{uch a Romane, forafmuch as there are other more 
fortable and corre{pondent,and might better be compared, as having more reference one 
unto another. 
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T he Hifterie of Spurina, 


Hilofophy thinketh, the hath not il imployed hir meanes,having yeelded the foveraign 

rule of our mind, and the authoritie to reftraine our appetites , untoreafon. Amongft 
which,thofe who judge there is none more violent,than thofe which love begetteth,have 
this for their opinion, that they holde both of bedy and foule; and man is wholly poflefled 
with them:fo chat health it felfe depended of them,& phyfick is fometimes conftrained to 
ferve them in ftcad of a Panderfhip.But contrariwife, a man might alfo fay,tharthe cémix- 
ture of the body doth bring abatement and weakneiTe unto them;becaulefuch defires are 
fubje& to faciety and capable of materiall remedies. Many who have endevored to free 
and exempt their mindes fromthe continuallalarumes,which this appetite did affail cham 
with,have ufed incifions,yca and cut-off the mooving,turbulent and unruly parts, Others 
have alayed che force andjfervency of thé by frequent applications of cold things, as {now 
and vineger. The haire-cloths which our forefathers ufed to weare for this purpofe,wherof 
fome made fhirts,& fome wafte- bands or girdles,to tormét their reines. A Princetold me 
not long fince, that being very yong,and waiting in che Court of King Francis the firft,up- 
ona folemne feaftival day,whé all che Court endevored to be in their beft clothes, humor 
potletied him to put-on a fhirt of haire-cloth,which he yet keepeth, and had beene his f3- 
therssbut what deyotion foever poffeifed him,hecould not poffibly endure ancill nighe to 
put it off againe,8c was fick along time aftcr,protefting he choughtnoyouthly heat could 
be fo violent, but theufe of this receipt would coole and alay; of which he perhaps ae 
: : aflayed 
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affayed the ftrongeft:For,experience fheweth us,that fuch emotion doth often maintaine 
it felfe under bafe,rude and flovenly cloathes : and haire cloathes doe not ever make thofe 
poorethat wearethem, Zewocrates proceeded more rigoroufly; for, his Difciples to make 
trial of his continencje,having convayed that beauteous & famous curtizan Lais naked ine 
to his bed, faving the weapons of her beauty, wanton alurements, & amorous or love-pros 
curing potions, feeling that maugre all Philofophicall difcour{es,and ftri& rules, his skit. 
tith body beganneto mutinie, he caufed thofe members to be burned, which had liftened 
tothat rebellion. Whereas the paffions that are in che minde,as ambition, covetou{netle and 
others, trouble reafon much more:for, it can have no ayde but from it’s owne mesnes ; nor 
are thofe appetites capable of faciety,but rather fharpened by enjoying, and augmented by 
polleffion. The examplealone of Jnlins Cafar may {uffice to fhew us the difparitie of thefe 
appetices,for never Was man More given to amorous delights, The curious & exaét care he 
had of his body, is an authenticall witnefle of it, forfomuch as he ufedthe moft lafcivious 
meanes that then were in ufe:as,to have the haires of his body {meered and perfumed al o- 
ver, With ani extreame and labored curiofitie; being of himfelfe a goodly perfonage,white, 
ofa tall and comely ftature,of a cheerefull & feemely countenance, his face ful and round, & 
his cies browne lively, if at leaft Swetonins may be believed : For, the ftatues which now- 
adaies are to be feene of him in Rompe,an(were not altogether this portraiture we {peake of. 
Befides his wives,which he chaged foure times, without reckoning the bies,or Amoursin 
his youth with Wicomedes King of Bythinia, he had the Maiden-head of that fo farre, and 
highly-renowned Queene of Egypt Cleopatraswitnefle yong Ce/arion whom he begotte 
ofhir. Healfomadelove unto Eunoe Queene of Adanritania, and at Rome to Pofthumia, 
wifeunto Servius Su/pitins:to Lotio wife to Gabinins;to Tertulla,of Craffus;yea unto ALutia 
wife to great Pompy,which as hiftorians fay,was the caufe hir Husband was divorced from 
her.Which thing Péstarke confeffeth not tohave knowne. And the Cywrions both father 
and fonne twitted Pompey in the recth,at what time he took Ce/ars Daughter to wife, thae 
he made himfelfeSonne in law to one, who had made him Cuckold,and himfelf was wont 
to call Egy/tis. Befides all this number, he entertained Servitiathe {ifter of Cato, and moe 
ther to Adarcus Brutus: whence(as divers hold )proceeded that great affeCtion, he ever bare 
to Marcus Bratus:for his mother bare him at fuch atime as it was not unlikely he might be 
borne of him. Thus,(as me feemeth) have I good reafon todeeme him aman extreamly 
addiéted to all amorous licencioufnelle, and of a wanton-lafcivious complexion.Buc the 
other paffion of ambition, wherewith he was infinitely infeéted,and much tainted,when he 
came once to withftand the fame, it made him prefently to give ground. And touching this 
point,when I call AZahomet to remembrance(I meane him that fubdued (onftantinople,and 
who brought the final exterminati6 of the name of Grecians)] know not where thefe two 
paflions arc more equal ballanced:equally an indefatigable letccher, anda neveretired foule 
dier:but when in his life they feeme to ftrive & concurre one with another, the mutinous 
heace,doth ever gourmandize theamorous flame, And the latter, although out of naturall 
feafon did never attain toa ful 8abfolutely auchority,but when he perceived himfelf tobe 
fo aged that he was utterly unable longer to undergoe the burthen of War. That which 

isaleadged,as an example onthe c6trary (ide of Ladsflans King of Neaples,is very wel worth 

the noting, whothough he were an excellent,couragious and ambitious Captaine, propo- 

fed unto himfelfe,as the ptincipall fcope of his ambition,the execution of his fenfuality,and 

enjoying of fome rare and unmatched beauty. So was his death: Having by a continual 

tedious liege brought the City of Florence to fo narrow a pinch, that the inhabitants were 

ready to yecld him the vidtory, he yeelded the fame to thé,upon condition they would de- 

liver into his hands a wench of excellent beauty that was in the city,of whom he had heard 
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cunning skill of his Art,comming to wipe both their enflamed 
did foreadily convay and difperfe it’s poyfon, that having fodair ly changed the heateinto 
colde,they immediately deceafed one in anothers.armes. But I will now returne to Ce/ar, 
His pleafures could never make him lofeone minute of an houre, nor rurne onc fte 
the occafions,that might any way further his advancement, This Paflion did fo fov 

overfway ail others, and pofle(fedhismind with fo uncontrouled an authority, that thee 
cartyed him whicher the hft. Truely Iam grieved, when in other things I confider this 
mans greatnelIe,and the wondrous parts thar were in him;fo great fufficicncic in all mane 
of knowledge and learning, as there is almoft no {cience w herein he hath nor writcen. Hee 
was fo good an Orator,thar diverfe have preferred his eloquence beforeCiceroess And him. 
felfe(in mine opinion )in that facultie thought himfelfe nothing fhort of him.And his two 
Anti-Caroes, were efpecially written to ever-ballancethe cloquence which Cicer had em- 
plojed in bis Caz0.And forall other matters;was ever minde {6 vigilant, fo 2&ive,2nd (6 pa- 
cient of labour as his? And doubrleffe, ic was al(o embellithed with fundry rare {cedes of 
vertue. I meane lively naturall and not counterfeitssFe was exceeding fobtr,and fo homely 
in his feeding, that Oppins reporteth : how upon atime, through a certaine Cookes negli. 
gence, his meat being dreffed with a kind of medicinable Oyle,in ftead of Olive-oyle, & fo 
brought to the boorde,althongh he found it,yet he fed hartily of x,only becaufe he would 
not fhame his Hofte: Another time he caufed his Baker to be whipped, becaufe he had fére 
ved him with other,than common heufhold bread, (ato himfelfe was wont to fav of him, 


fecrét parts and open pores, 
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that he was the fir fober man,had Aaddreft hirsfelfe to the ruine of bis country. And.whereas the 
fame Cazo called him.one day drunkard, it hapned in this maner, Being both rogether 

Senate houfe, where (atelines con{piracie was much {poken of, wherein Ce/ar was reatly 
fufpeéted ro havea hand;a note was bya friend of his brought,and in very fecret fort deli- 
vered him,which Cato perceiving fuppofing it might be fomething that the Confpirators 
advertized him of, inftantly fummoned himto fhew it, which Ce/a to 
pition,refufed not + Iewas by chance an antorous letter, Whicl 
himeCato having read it,threw it at him, 


inthe 


) avoid a greater (ula 
1 Servilia Catoes lifter writ ro 
faying,hold it againe thou drunkard, I {ay,it was 
rathera word of difdaineand anger, than an expres reproch of this vice 3as Ofté we nick. 
name thofe thatanger us , withthe firft nick-names of reproachés , that come into 
our mouth,though meerely impertinent to thofe with Whom wefall out.Confidering, that 
ghe'vice wherewith Cate chargedhim, hath neare coherencie unto that, wherein hehad 
furprifed Ce/arsfor Venus and Bacchas (as the vulgar Proverbe faith ) agree well together ; 
but with me Venus is much more blith and gamefome, being accompanied with fobrictic 

The examples of his mildenes and clemencie, coward fuch as had off-nded him, aréin 
finite:] meane, befides thofc he fhewed during the civill warres, which(as by his own wri 
Rings may plainly appeare) heufedcoblandifh and allure his enemies, tcomake hem feare 
his fature domination and vigtories the leffe. Bucif any thall fay,thofe examples are not of 
validiti¢e t witnes his genuineand natural affabilitic, we may lawfully anfwere, that aricat 
they fhew us a wonderfull confidence,and preatnes of courage to have been in himyIt hath 
often befalne him,to fend whole armies backe again to his enemies, after he had vanguifh- 
ed them,without dayning to binde them fo much,as with af oath, if not to favour, at leaft 
not to beare armes againft him. He hath three or foure cimes taken fome of Pompeyes chief 
Captaines prifonersjand as often fet them atliberticagaine. ‘Pompey declared all fuch as 
would not follow and accompany him in his wats , tobe his enemies: and he caufed tho(e 
to be proelamed as friends, who either would not ftirre at all, or noceffeétually arme them- 
felves againft him.To fuch of his Captaines as led from him, to procure other conditions 
hefent them their weapons, their horfes and all orher furniture, The Citties he hadeaken, 
by maine force,he freed to follow what faetion they would, giving chem no othergarifon, 
then the memorie of his clemencie & mildnes.In the day of his great bateail of Pharfalia,he 
exprefly inhibiced that unles they were driverito unavoydable eXtremitie,tio man fhould 
tay hands upon any Romane cittizen, In my judgement thefe are very hazardous partes, 
and it is no wonder, if in che civill warres camultuous broiles,we have now on foote, thofe 
char fight for the ancient lawes and ftate of their country,2s he did,doe not follow and imi- 
tate theexample, They are extraordinary meanes, and which onely belongs to Ca/ars for- 
pune, and cohis admirablefore-fight, fuccesfully-co diredt, and happily a rain 
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When 1 confider the incomparablegreatneffe and unvaluable worth of hisminde, | exeul© 
Vitorie,in that fhee could not well give him over,in this moft unjoft and unnatural caufes 
But to recurne to his clemencie; we have diverfe genuine and lively examples, even in the 
rime of his al. {waying government, when all things were reduced into his hands, and hee 
needed no longer to diflemble.Catus ALermmins had written eertaine detrafting and railing 
orations againft him, which he at full and moft fharpely had an{wered, nevertheleffe hee 
fhortly afcer helpedto make him Conful.C asm Caluns,who had compofed diverfe moft in- 
jurious Epigrams againft him,having employed fundrie of his friendes to bee reconciled to 
him againe,Ce/ar defcended to write firft unto him.And our good Catwilus,who under the 
name of Adansurrahad fo rudely and bicrerly railed again him, at laft comming to excufe 
himfelfe,C2far that very night made him to fuppe at his owne table. Having beene adver= 
tifed how fome were overlavith in rayling againft him, all he did was butin a publike ora- 
tion to declare how he was advertifed of 1:, Flis enemies,he feared leffe thé he hated them, 
Certaine confpiracies and conventicles were made againft his life, which being difcovered 
unto him,he was contented by an ediét to publifh,how he was throughly enformed of the, 
and never profecuted the Authors. Touching the Ha te he ever bare unto hisfriendes 5 
Cains Oppins travelling with him,and falling very fick,having but one chamber,herefigned 
the fame unto him, and himfelfe was contented to lie all night abroade and upen the bare 
ground. Ceneerning his juftice,he caufed a fervant of his whom he exccedingly loved, to 
be executed, forfomuch as he had laine wich the wife of a Roman Knight, although no man 
{ued or complained of him. Never was man, ‘hat fhewed more moderation in his vidtorie, 
ormore relolution in his adverfe fortune. But all chefe noble inclinations, rich gifts, worthy 
qualicies, were altered, fmoth ered & oclinlce by this furious paffion of ambition;by which 
he fuffered him(elfe ro be fo farre mil-led, that it may be well affirmed, the onely ruled the 
Sterne of all his a€tions.Of a liberal! man, fhe made bim a common theefe, that fo he might 
the b.tter fupply his profufion and prodigalitie ; and made him uteer that vile and moft in- 
jurious (peech; thatif the wickedft and moft pernicious men of the world, had for his fers 
vice and furtherance beene faithfull unto him, he would tothe urmoft of his pewer have 
cherifhed and preferred them,as wellasif they had beene the honefteft:It fo befotted, and 
asit were made him drunke with fo'exrreame yanitic,that in the prefence of all his fellow-= 
citizens he durft vaunt himfelfe, co have made that great and farre-fpread Romance Com- 
mon-wealth , a fhapeleffe and bodileffe narge_3 and pronounce, that his Sentences or An 
Gweres fhould chence forward ferve as Lawes: And fitting ,to receive the whole bocie of the 
Senate comming toward him:and finffcr himfelfe to be adored : and inhis prefence divine 
honours to be done him. To conclude, this only vice(in mine opinion)|oft,and overthrew 
in him the faireft natural and richeft ingenuitie that ever wass and hath made his memori¢ 
abhominable toall honeft mindes,infomuch as by the ruine of his countrey,and fubverfion 
of the mightieft ftace and moft flourifhing Common-wealth, thar ever the world fhall fee, 
he went about to procure his glorie. A man might contrariwife finde diverfe examples of 
greate perfons, whom pleafure hath made to forget the conduét of their owne affaires, as 
»dAarcus Antoxins,and others:but where love and ambition fhould be in one equall balance 
and with like forces mate one another, I will never doubt but Ce/ar would gainethe prize 
and gole of the vidtorie.But to come into my path againe.Jc is much, by difcourle of reafon 
to bridle our appetites,or by violence to force our members tocontaine themf{clves withe 
in the bonds of dutie, But to whippe us for che incereft of ourncighbours,not only to fhake 
off this {weete pleafing paffion,which tickleth us with felfe. joying pleature we apprehend 
and feeleto {ee our felves gratefall to others,and of all men beloved and fyed unto : but ale 
fo to hate and feorne thofe graces, which of it arethe caufe; andto condemne out beauty, 
becaufe fome others will be tet on fire with it,I have feene few examples like to this,Sparina 
ayong Gentleman of Thufcanie, 
Quabis gemma micat flavum qua dividit aurumy, 
Aut collo decus ant capiti,vel quale per artens, 
Inclufum buxo ant Ericiaterebiutho, 
Lucet ebur. 
As when a precious ftone cleare rayes doth fpread, 
Sct in pure golde,adorning necke or head: 
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Oras faire Iv’ry fhines in boxe enclos’d, 
Or workemanly with Mountaine gumme difpos'd, 
being endowed with fo alluringly. exceflive and {ingularbeautie, thatthe chafteft eyes 
could nor poffi bly gainftand or-continently refift the fparkling glances thereof, not conten: 
ted to leave fo grear a flame fuccourlefle,or burning feverremedileiIc, which he inal] per= 
fons,and every where enkindled,entred into fo furious defpite againft himfelfe, andthofe 
rich gifts,nature had fo prodigally conferred upon him (as if they. muftbeare the blameof o- 
thers faules)that with gathes,and skars, he wittingly mangled, & voluntarily cuc thar perfeét 
preportion and abfoluce feature, which nature had fo curioufly obferved in his unmatched 
faceswhereof to {peake my opinion,fuch outrages are enemies to my rules, J rather admire, 
then honour fuch agtions, His intent was commendable, and his purpofe confciencious, 
bur in my feeming somewhat wanting of wifedome. What ? 
nefle was afterward.an inftrument to induce others tofall.into th 
vice of hatred, or faulc of envy for the glory of forare commendation ; or of flander, inter- 
preting hishumour to bea franticke ambition s Is there any forme, whence vice (if foit 
pleafe) may not wreft an occafion,in fome manner to exereife it felfe?Tt had beene more juft 
and rherewithall more glorions,ef fo rare gifts of God, to have made a fubjeQ@ of exemplar 
vertue and orderly methode, Thofe which fequefter themfelves from publike offices, and 
from this infinire number of thornieand fo many-faced rules, which in civill life, bindea 
man of exact honefty and exquifice integritie: in mine opinion reape agoodly ‘commodi- 
tie, what peculiar fharpenefle foever they enjoyne themfelves. Zt is « kinde of death,to avoide 
the paine of wel- doing, or trouble of well diving. They may hayveanother prife, but the prife of 
uneafines me thinkesthey never had. Nor that in difficulty,there be anything that is amid 
the waves of the worldly multitude, beyond keeping himfelfe upright and untainted, an- 
{wering loyally and truely difcharging al members and feverall parts of his charge. Ieis hap- 
pily more ealic for one, in honeft fort to negleé and paffe over all the fexe, then duely and 
wholly to maintaine himfelfe in his wives company. And aman may more incurionfly. fall 
into povertie,then into plenteounetfe;being juftly difpenced, Cuftome,according to rea 
(on, doth leade to more fharpenefle then abftinence hath. WLederation is avertue much more 
toyleforse then fifferance. The chafte and well living of yong Scipio,hach a thoufand feverall 
fafhions;that of Déegenes but one, This doth by fo much more exceed all ordinary lives in 
innocencic and unfpottedneffe,asthofe which are moft exquilite and accomplifhed,exceed 
in profit and out-gocit in force. 
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Obfervations concerning the wscanes to warre after the maner 
of Iulius Cxfar. 


E is reported of divers chi¢fe Generalsih warre, chat they have particularly affetted 
fome peculiar book or other:as, Alexander thegreat highly efteem’d Homer;Scipio Affrs- 
eanus, Xenophon: Marcus BruttssP olybins,( barles the fifth, Philip de Comines: And it is lacely 
averred, that in fome places, and wich fome men, AZachiavell is much accomptedof : But 
our lace Marfhall Strozzs, who had made efpeciall choife tolove Ce/ar;without doubt, I 
thinke of all other chofe beft:for eruely he ought to bethe Breviary of all true Souldiers,as 
being the abfolute and perfeé chiefe patterne of Military profeffion. And God hee 
knowes with what grace,and with what decorum, hee hath embellifhed this rich fubjeét, 
with fo pure a kinde of {(peech,(o pleafing and fo abfolurely perfeét, that to my tafte, there 
are no writings in the world,which in this fubje&t may be compared to his, I will heere re- 
gifter certaine particular and rare patts concerning his maner of War, which yetremainein 
my memory. His Armic beeing fomewhat afrighted, upon the report that ranneof the 
great forces,which K, Juba brought againft him, in ftead of abating the opinion his fouldi-. 
ers had c6ceived ofit,& co diminifh the meanes or forces of his enemic, having caufed ché 
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tobe aflembled aleogcther,therby to affure and incouragethem,he tookea cleane contrary 
courfe, to that which in like cafes we areacouftomed to dozfor he bad themtrouble them- 
f{elvesno more to finde ourthe:number of the forces: , which his enemics brought againft 
him, forhimfelfe had already truc knowledge and certaine intelligence of them, anditold 
chem anumber farre €xceeding both the truth and report.of them : following what Cyras 
commandeth in Xenophon, Forasmuch as the deceiptis not of like incerett,,. for amamao 
Ande his encinics in effe & weaker then he hoped, then flronger indeed, having once con- 
ceived an opinion of their weakneffe.He enured all his Souldsers fimply to obey, without 
controling, gaine-faying,or {peaking of their caprainesidetfeignes,whick h¢ nevercommu- 
nicated unco chem, but upon the laft poinrof execution:and was pleafed, if by chance they 
had any inkling of them, fo todeceive them, prefently to change his opinion : And having 
prefixe @ place to quarter in ae night,he hath often beene feene to march further;& length 
en his journey, namely if che weather wete foule, orif it rained: The Swizzers in the bea 
ginning of his warres in Gan/e, having fent toward him to give themfreepatlage throngh 
the Rormane countrics,and he being refolved by force to empeach them, did morwithftan- 
ding thew them very good lookes,and tooke certaine dayesrefpit to give themvan.an{wer, 
duting which time he might have leafure toatlemble his Armic together, Thefe poore 
people knew nor how wel hecould husband time: Forhe often repeated, that the skill to cms- 
brace occafions in the wicke jis the chiefef part of am ab/olute Capraine:: And trucly the diligence 
he wed:in all his exploits, is incredible;and the like was never heard of It he were novover 
confciencious in that under colour of fome'treatic, parle or accord, vo take any advantage 
of his eneimies:he' was as licthe(erupulous; | in that he required no other vertue inbis Souldiers 
but walowrzand except mutinieand difobedience,he punifhed nor greatly other vices. After 
his viétories, he often gave themche reiniesco all licenciou{netle y for awhile di/pencing 
them from all rules of military difciplines faying moreover,his Souldiers were fo well in- 
ftruéted, that thoughthcy were in their gayeft clothes, ‘eo up, muskcand perfumed, 
they would norwithftanding:runne furioufly to any combate. Andin truth he loved tofee 


themrichly armed, and made them weare gilt, praven and filvered armours, chat their care 
to keepe them cleane and bright,might make them more fierce,arid readieto defend theme 


felves. Speaking tothem, he ever called them by the name of Fellow-fouldierss;a name ufed 
at this day by fome Captainess which his fucceffour Anguffus afterward reformed , eftec- 
ming he had done it for the neceflicie of his affaires, & to flaccer the hearts of thofe whick 
followed him but voluntarily ; rev oy 

——— Rheni mihi Cafar in undigy 

Dux erat ,bie focius, facinns quosinquinat aqua. 

When Cafar paft the Rheine he was my General, 

My Fellow heere:finne,whom it ftaines, makes felloweseall, 
but chat this cuftome was over-lowelie for the dignitie ofan Emperor, and chiefe Generall 
of an armie,and brought up thefafhion againerocal them only Souldiers. To this curtefie, 
Cafar did notwithftanding intermixea great feverity;to fuppretle & keeprhé humble, His 
ninth Legion having mutined neere unto Placentia, heprefencly caflicred the faine with 
great jgnominic untoit , nocwithftanding that Pompey were yet on footand ftrong ; and 
would fot receive it intofavour, but with humble pecition and entreatie. Hee did 
tore appeafe them by authoritie and andacitie, then by mildenefle and affabilitie. Where 
he f{peaketh of his pallage over the River of Rheine, towards Germanic, he faith, that deea 
ining it unworthy the honour of the Romane people, his army fhou!d paffe over in thippess 
he caufed a bridge to be built,that fo it might paffe over drie-foor, There he erected chae 
admirable bridge, whercof he fo particularly defcribeth the frame : For be never more wil- 
lingly dilaces himfelfin defcribing any of his exploites,then where he endeuoreth to repre- 
fent unto us the fubtilitie of his inventions;in fuch kindes of manuall workes. Ihave alfo 
noted this in his booke,that he much accompteth of his exhortations he made to his Soul- 
diers before any fight, for where he would thew co have becne cither furprifed or urged, he 
everalledgeth this,thache had not fo much leafure as to make an oration to his Sould iers or 
armit:Before that great barrella ainft chofe of Tournay: Cefar Claith he )having difpofed of 
toe reft,ranne (odainly atiake fottane carried him, toexhort his men:and meeting with 


the tenth Legion hehad not leafure to fay any thing efe unco them,but that they Powld 
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e danted,they fhould ftout ly refi the 
entonuter ef their adverfartes 3 and forafmuch as the enemie was come within an arrow 


unto him, he gave che fignall of the barrell; and fodainely going elfewere, to encourage o- 
ad ' 1 oy |} fe ee > } 
thers,he found them already togeriicl bY the Caress Seehere what himfelf faiti Firinebat 
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place. Verely his congue hath in diverte places much beftead,and done him notable fervjce 


filled with chem, and continued many ages after his death ; bisfpeech had particular ¢ 
ces,fo that his familiar friends, and namely Aagu/ius, hearing thatrchearfed, chhad 
beene colleéted of his,kmew by.the Phrafes and words, whar was his or not, The firftrin 
that withany publike charge heiflued our of Rowe, he came in eight dayes to the 
Rhone having ever one or two Secretaries before him, who’ continually wrie whac he en- 
dited, and one behinde him that carried hisfword. And furely, if one did nothing but 
runne up and downe, he could very hardly attaine to that promptitude, wherewith ever 
being vidtorious,having left Gan/e,& following Pompey to Brandafinm,in cichteene dayes 
he fubdued al /taliesrecurned from Brinda /iam to Rome, & thence Went evento che hearr'of 
Spaine, where he paft many extreame difficulties,in the wari cs betweene Affranii and Pe. 
treins, and at thelong fiege of AZarfeille: trom whence he returned into (Macedon, over- 
threw the Romane Armic at PharfaGazthence purfuing Pompey he pafled into Eypt,which 
hefubdued; from Egypehe came unto Syria, and into the countric of Pontus, where hee 
fought with Pharnaces: thenceince Africa, where he defeated Scipio and Ib a.and t 
through Jralse he teturned into Spaine, where he overthrew Pompeyes children, 
Ocior & cali flammis & tigride fata. 
Ac veluti montis faxum de vertice praceps 


hence 


(uns vait avullum vento, (en turbidus imbes 
Protust,aut annisfolvuit [ublapfa veruftus, 

Fertur tn abruptueas m: Lg 70 wAORS improbns acl, 
Exntratque {olo,filvas ,armentasvwo/que, 
Involvensfecum. 

Swifter then breed-yong Tiger,or heaw’ns flafh; 
And as from mountaines top a headlongftone, 
Rent-off by winde, or by ftormes troublous dafh 
Watht-off,orloos’d by age of yearesare gone, 
Croffe-carried with great force that hill-like maffe 
Bounds on the earth,and rowles With it in one 
Woods, heards,and mén,and all that neere-ic was. 

Speaking of the fiege of Avaricum,he faith, that ic was his cuftome,both day and night; 
ever to be neere and about (uch workemen as he had fet a worke. In all entetprifes of con- 
fequence he was ever the fictt skout-man, or furvayer of any place : And hisarmie never 
approched place, which he hadnot viewd or furvayed himfelfe. And if wee may believe 
Suetonius, at what time he attempted to pafle over into England, he was the firftman that 
founded the paflage. He was wont tofay , that be efteemed that viftory much more which was 
condubled by advife , and managed by coun{ell, thenby maine fFrength and force. In the warre a= 
galnit Petreins and Afranixs, Fortune prefenting an apparant occafion of advantageunto 
him,he faith,chat he refufed it,hoping with a little more cime,but with leffe hazard, to fee 
the overthrow ofhis enemic. Where healfo plaidanotable part,to command all his Ar- 
mu¢ to {wimme over a river, without any neceflitie; 
rapuitque ruens in pratia miles, 

Ouodfugiens timui (fet iter,mox uda receptis 

Me mba fovent armis, gelido/que a gurgite curfit 
Reftituuntartus, 

The Souldier rids that way in haft to fight, 
Which yet he would have fearde in hafte of flight; 
Hislimbs with water wet and cold before, 

ig With armes he covers,running doth reftore, 

i finde him forewhat mare warie and confiderate in his enterprifes;then an 
= the 


LUGAN, 14, 1525 


ee a na ar EE en RE Sp 


Hor.cav lib. 4. 
04.34.2560 


The fecond Booke. Chap.34- 


$$ renee 


the later {eemeth co fecke our, and by maine force co runne into dangers,as an impetuous 


or raging torrent, which without heede, difcretion , or choife , fhockes and. checkmates 
whatere it meeteth withall, 

Sic tanriformss volvitur Anfides, 

Qui Regna Danni perfiust Apprliy 

Dum favit,borrendamaue cultis 

Diluviers meditatur agris. 

So Bull-fac’d e-4ufidus ftill rowling growes, 

Which through pslias ancient kingdome flowes, 

When he doth ragein threatning meditation 

To bring on faire fields fearefull inundation. 

And to fay truth, his hap was to be moft employed in the fpring-time, and firft heate of 
his age:whereas Ce(ar was well frucken in yeares, when he beganne to follow armes. .A= 
lexander was of amore cholerike, fanguine and violent confticution, which humour hee 
ftirred up with wine,whereof Ce/ar was very abftinent. Bae where occafions of neceflitie 
were offered, and where the fubjeé& required it, there was never man that fo litele regare 
ded his perfon. As for meme feemeth I reade in diverfe of his exploits,a certaine refolution 
rather to lof himfelfe, thenco abide the brunt or fhame to be overthrowne. In thar great 
batcel;which he fought againftthofe of Tarxay, {ceing the vangard of his army fomewhat 
enclining toroute,even as he was,without fhield or target,he ranne headlong to the front 
of his enemies:Which many othertimes happened unto him. Hearing once how his men 
were beficged, he paft difguized through the midft and thickeft of his enemies campe, 
fo to encourage and awe them with his prefence. Having crofled the way to Dyrrhachinm, 
with very few forces, and perceiving the reft of his army (the Conduét whereof hee had 
left unto Antonivs,) to be fomewhat flow in comming, he undertooke sll alone,to repafTe 
the Sea,notwithftanding a violent andraging Tempeft s and fecretly flolehimiclfeaway 
to fetch the reft of his forces: Ail che havens on that fide,yca and all the Sea being polletled 
by Pompey, And concerning the enterprifes he underwent with armed hand, there are die 
vers of them, which in refpect of thehazard, exceede all difcourfe of military reafon: for, 
with how weake meanes undertooke heto fubduc the Kingdome of e£gypt,and afterward 
to front the forces of Scipso and Iuba,which were tenne parts greaterthan his?Mec thinkes 
fuch men have had kinde of more than humane confidence of their fortune:And himfelfe 
was wont to fay,that Hanghty enterprifes were to be executed and not confulted upon, After the 
battell of Phar/atia,having {ent his Armic before into _4faand himfelfe with onely one fhip 
palling through the ftraight of Hele/pont,hé met on the Seas with Luciss Caffins, attended 
on with cen tall fhippes of Warreshe was fo farre from fhunning him,thac he durft not only 
ftay for him, but with all hafte make coward and fummon him,to yeeld him({clfe ro his mers 
cie;which he did. Having undertaken that furious fiege of Alexia, wherein were foures 
{core thoufand men of defence, and all France upin armes, with a refolution to runne up» 
on himand raife thefiege, and having an armic on foote of one hundred and nine thous 
fand horfe,and twe hundred fortie thoufand foore,W hat a fond hardy and outragious cone 
fidence was it in him,that he would never give over his attempt and refolve in two fogreat 
difficulties together? Which he netwithftanding underwent: And after he had obtained fo 
notable a battell of chofe which were without, he fone reduced thofethat were befieged 
inthe Towne to his mercy, The very like happened to Lucullusat the fiege of Tigranocerta, 
againft King Tigrane,but with an unlike condition, feeing his enemies demi({eneffe, with 
whom Zucullus was to deale, I will heere note tworateand extraordinary events, touche 
ing thefiege of Alexiz ; the one, that the French men beingall aifembled together with a 
purpofe ro meet with C</ar, having diligently farvaied and exactly numbred all their for. 
ces,relolved in their counfel), to curte-off a great part of this huge mulcitade for feare they 
might breed a confufion. This example is new,to feare to be over many ; ‘yer if it be well 
taken, it is very likely, thee The bodse of anarmie ought to have a well proportioned greatneffe , 
and ordered to indifferent bounds. Whether it be for the difficulty coteed the fame or to lead 
it inorder and keepe it in awe, And we may cafily verific by examples,that The/e numerous 
and infinite Armies havefeldome brought any notable thing topaffes According to Cyrus his fay. 
ing in Xenophon. It ss nes the multitude of men, but thenmmber of good men that canfeth an ada 
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zerh tooke the chiefeft foundation of his refolucion,againft the advise of all his Capraines, | 


to joyne fight with Tamburlane,onely becaufe the innumerable number of men,which his 
enemie brought intothe fieid,gave him an alfured hope of roure and confufion, Scanderbeg, 
a fufficient and moft expert Iudge in (uch a cafe,was wonttofayscthar renne or twelve thou- 
fand trufty and refolute fighting men, ought tofuffice any fuffioent Chieftaine of warre,to 
warrant his reputation in any kinde of military exploire, The other point, which feemeth 
to be repugnant borh unro cuftome and reafon ot Warre,. is, that Vercingentorix, who was 
appointed chiefe Generall of all che forces of the revolted Gawles, undertooke to immure 
and thutte himfelfe into e4lexia. For, He that bath the commaundement of awhole (ountrie, 
ought never to engage himsfelfe , except in cafes of extremitie, and where all his reft and laft re- 
fuge goeth on ic,and hath no other hope left him, but thedefence of fuch aplace. Other- 
wife he ought to keepe himfelfe free, that fo he may have meanes to provide in all parts of 
his Government. Bur to returneto Ce/ar, he became in time fomewhat more flow, hee- 
dy,and confiderate,as witneffeth his familiar friend Oppius;deeming,he fhould nor fo eafily 
hazard the honour of fo many Vidtories, which one oncly difafter, or mif-encounter,might 
make him lofe. Ic is that che Iralians are wont to fay, when they will or blame or reproach 
any man with this overdaring, or rafh fond-hardineffe, which is often feene inyoong men, 
calling them, Bifognofid honore ,as much to fay as needy of honour : Andthac being yer 
hungrie, greedy and voyd of reputation, they have reafon co feeke after it, whatloever it 
may coft rhem;W hich they fheuld never doe,that have already acquired the fame, There 
may be fome juft moderation in this defire of glory,andfome faciery in this zpperire,as wel 
as in others; Diverfe doe fo pragtize it. He was farre from that religion of the auncient Ko- 
mans,who in their Warres would never prevaile but with meereand genuine vertuc: Buc 
rather joyned more con{cience untoit, than now-adaies we fhould doe; And would never 
allow of all meanes, Were he never fo certaine to get the vitory. In his Warres againft A> 
riovift mwhileft he was in parly with him,fome tumult or infurreétion happened between 
the two armies, which beganne by the fault or negligence of fome of Ariovsffees ho: {men. 
In which hurlie-butlie Ce/ar found himfelfe ro have a great advantage over his enemics, 
which notwithftanding he would not embrace, for feare he might.be taxed: or {uipectedto 
have proceeded falfly, or confented to any trechery, At what time foever hee went to 
fight, he was accuftomed to wearea very rich garment, and of a fheene and garifh colour, 
that fo he might the berter be marked, When his Souldiers were neereft tito their enemies 
he reftrained and kept them very fhort. When the ancient Gracians would accufe ortaxe 
any man of extreme infufficiencie , they ufed this common Proverbe;T bat be could neyther 
reade nor (wimme: And himfelfe was of this opinion, that the arte of fwimming was moft ne» 
ceffary and beneficial in War,and a Souldier might reape diverfe commodities by it: Ii he 
were in hafte, and to make fpeed, he would ordinarily fwimme over althe Rivershe met 
withal:and loved greatly to travell on foore:as Alexander the great was wont. In e4gype 
being ona time forced(co fave himfelfe)co leapinto a little whirry or Bote, and {o many of 
his people following him,that he was im danger to fink,berather chofe to fling him{elf into 
the Sea,which he didsand fwimming came into his flcete,that was more than two hundred 
paces from him, holding his writing-Tables in his left hand our of the water, and with his 
ceeth drawing his Goare of Armes after him, that his enemies might not enjoy it, and this 
did he being well ftricken in yeares. ‘No Generall of Warre had ever fo much credit with 
his Souldicrs. In thé beginning of his civill warres, his Centeniers offered him every one, 
at their owne charges to pay and find hima man at Anmes,and his foote-men to ferve him 
for nothing and thofe that were beft able,to defray the poore and needy, : 
Our late Admirall of France Lord Chaftiséon, in our late civill warres fhewed fuch an exe 
ample : For, theFrench-men of his army,at their proper coft,and charges helped to pay 
fuch ftrangers as followedhim, Fewexamplesof{o loving and earneft affection may bec 
found amongft thefe that follow the old manner of warre, and ftriétly holdthemicives une 
der the ancient pollicie of theirlawes, Paffion hath more fway over us, thenreafon: Yechach 
it chanced in che war againft Hannibal, thacimitating the example of the Romane pco- 
ples liberalitie in che Citie,the Souldiers and Captaines refufed their pay,and in «Marcellus 


his campe, thofe werecallediacrcenary, that tookeany pay. Having had fome defeate 
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neere unto Dyrrachium, his fouldiers came voluntarily before hin,and offered themfelves 
to be punifhed;fo that. he was more troubled to comfore, thentochidethem, Onc onely 
of his Cohortes (whereof ten went toa Legion) held fight above foure howres with foure 
of Pompeies whole Legions,vntil it was well-nigh all defeated with the multitude and force 
of arrowes:And in his trenches were afterward found one hundred and thirtie choufand 
thafts, A Souldier of his, named Sceva, who commanded one of the entrances, did fo in- 
vincibly defend and kéepe himfelfe,that he had one of his eyes thruft our,and one fhoulder 
a id one thighthruft chrough,and his fhield flawed and pearced in two hundred and chirtie 
feverall places.It hath befallenco many of kis Souldiers, being taken prifoners, to chufe ra 
therto diethen promife co follow any other faftion, or receive any other entertainment. 
Granius Petronins taken by Scipto in Affricke: After Scipio had caufed all hisfellowes to bee 
puc to death, fent him word that he gave him his life, forfomuch as he was a man of ranke 
and a Queftor!: Petrowins anfwered, that Ca/fars Souldiers were wont to give life to others, and 
not accept it themfelves: and therewithall with his owne hands killed himfelfe, _Infinire ex- 
amples there are of their fidelitic. That part,which they aéted, who were befeiged in -Sa/o- 
aaa Gitie which tooke part with Ce/ar againft Pompey,muft not be forgetten, by reafon of 
a rare accident that there hapned, Adarcus Ogavins having long time beleagred theTown, 

they within were reduced tofuch excreamitie and pinching nec«flitie of all things, that to 

fupply the great want they had of men, moft of them being alreadie or hurt or dead ;they 

had (et all their flauesat libertie, and for the behoofe of their engines, were compelled to 

cut off allcbeir womens haires, tomakeropes withthem ; befides a wonderfull lacke of 
vidualls, ‘refolving notwithftanding never to yeeld théfclves : After they hada long time 
lingered thefiege, and that Octavins was thereby become more carelefie, and lefle hee- 
ding or attentive to his enterprife; they ene day about high noone (having firftranged 
their wives and children upon the walles, to fec the better face upon the matter)rufhed out 
in fuch a furie upon the befeigers,that having put to rout and deteated the firft, the {econd, 

and third corps de garde; thenthe fourth and the reft:and having forced them co quit their 

crenches,chafed chem even to their fhippes:and Octavins with much adoe faved himfelfe in 

Dyrrachium,where Pompey was. Tremember nor at this time, to haveread of any other ex. 
ample,wherethebeleagred doc in grofle beate the beleagrers, and ger the maiftry and pot 

feffion of che fieldsnor that a fallie hath drawne a meere and abfolute vitory of a batcellin« 
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CHAP. 35. 


Of three good women. 


Fiey are not to be had by dozens, as each oneknowes, namely in rights and duties of 

mariage; For, it is a bargaine full of fo many thornie circumfances, that icishardthe 
will of a woman fhouid long keepe her felfe whole and perfeé therein. And alchough men 
have fomewhat a better condition in the fame,yet have they much to doe. The touchftone 
and perfeé criall of a good mariage,refpedts the time that the focictic oontinueth; whether 
it have conftantly beene milde loyalland commodious,. In our age, they more commonly 
refervetoenftall their good offices, and fet foorththe vehemence of their affcétions to- 
ward their loft husbands : Andthen feckethey at leaftto yeeld fome reftimenie of their 
good wil.O late teftimonic and out of feafon,whercby they rather fhew,theymeverloyethé 
but when they are dead.Our life is full of combuftion and {colding, bur ourdifeafe full of 
loveandof curtefic. As fathers concealeaffection toward their children;fothey to main- 
tainean honeft refpeét,cloake their love toward their husbands, This myftery anfwereth 
not my tafte.: They may long enough feratch and difhevell chemsfeluess let me enquire of a 
chamber-maide or of a fecretarie, how they were, how they. did, and how they have lived 


cogethers] cannever forget this good faying, /atauting moat yma mosis dolent, They keepe 
i ) “ 
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4 howhing with moff oftestation, who are teffe forrowfull at hear, Their lowring and puling ds 
hacefullto the living, and vaineto the dead... Wee yall eafily di(pence-with thes tolanch at us 
when we are dead upon coudstion they [mile spon us while wee live, Ismotthisthe way sbinewive 
4 man with {pire;that he who hath {pireenimmy faceiwhen I was living (hal come.and claw 
my feet when Iam dead? It cheté be any honour fora woman to weepe for hir husband, it 
belongs tohir chat hachiimiled upon himiwhen fhehadhim, Such as have wept.when they 
lived,lérthem laugh whenthey are dead,as well ourwardly as inwardly. Morcover,regard 
not thofe blubbrediey¢s,nor that pitty. moving voice ;bat viewthardemeanor,that colour 
and-cheerefull gaod plight ofthofe cheekes under cheir preat vaileshence ic isthe {peaks 
plaine French. There are few whole health-doth nor daily stow better and better;a quality 
that cannot Jie: This ceremonious countenatice lookechnot fo much backwardsas for ward ¢ 
Ic is rather apurchafe then a payment,In mine infancie an hone tt and moft fairedjadie( who 
yethiverh,the widdowe ofa Prince) had fomewhat more of I-wor not what in her attires, 
thentire lawes of widdowhood:would well permit. Po fuch as blared hit for it? Ie is ({aid 
fhee)becaule I intend no more new acquaintances,& have normiiid ar all co marry againe. 
Becaufe Iwill not aleogether ditfent from ourcuftome, ‘I have heere made choife ot three 
women,who havealfo imployed the utmoft endevor of their gooddnes andaffcétion,about 
their husbands deaths. Yerare they examples fomewhat different and fo urging thacthey 
hardly draw life inco:confequenee. - Pame the yonger, had dwelling neereco ahoufe of his 
in Jtalie,a nerghbour wonderfuly tormented with certaine ulcers, which much troubled him 
imhis fecret parts. His wife perceiving himto droope and languiflraway ,entreaced him fhe 
might lvafurely {earch and neerely view:the quality of his difeafe,and fhe would more free 
ly chem any ocheraell him what he was to hope for:W hich having obtained, and curioully 
confidered the fame,.fhe found it impoflible ever to be cured, and allhe might expec was 
but co leada long;dolorous,and languifhing life; and therefore fot his more fafetie and {o 
veraigne remedic, perfwaded him to kill himfelfe. And: finding him fomewhae nice and 
backewatd ro cffeét fo rudean enterprife » Thinkenot my deare friend (quoch fhee) buc 
tharthe forrowesandigricfes, I fee chee fetle,touch meas neere and more, if more may be, 
as thy {elfejand chat co berid of them, -I willapplic the fame remedic tomy felfe,: which I 
prefcriberothee, Iwillaecompany thee in thy cure as Ihave done sm thy fickneffe : re- 
moove all feare,and aflure thy felfe, we fhallhave pleafureinethis patlage, »which fhall de- 
liver us from all corments,for we will happily goetogether: T hat fard,and having cheared 
up hir husbands courage, fhe determined they fhould both headlong throw chem(elves into 
the (ea from out a window of their honfe, that overlooked the famezand to maintaine this 
loyall,vehement and never to befevered affe&tidn rorhe end, wherewith {hee had during 
his life embraced him, fhe would alfo havehim die in her'armes; and fearing they mighc 
faile her, and chrough the fall, or feare orapprehenfion her hold-faftmight be loofed, fhee 
caufed herfelfe to be faft bound unto him by the middle: ‘And thus forthe eafe of her huf- 
bands life fhe was'contented to forgoe her awne. She wasbut of meane place and low for= 
rune:and amidde fuch condition of people, it is not fo ftrange to {ee fome partsof rare vers 
eucand exemplar geodneie, . 
extrema per silos 
Iuftiria excedens terris veftigiafecit 
luftice departing from the earth did take 
Ofthens her leaue,through chem laft patfage make. 

The other ewoare noble and Rich; where examples of vertue are rarely lodged. Arrss 
wife unto Cecivea Paivs,a man that had been Conful was mother of another Arria,wifeto 
Thrafea Petes whole Vercue was fo highly renowmed during the time of Were; by meane 
of his (onne-in-law; grandmother to Fanaia. For, the refermblance of thefe mens and wo- 
mens names and fortunes hath made diverfeto miftake chem, This firtt Arviaher husband 
Cecinua P etus having beenc taken prifoncr by the Souldiers of C/awdins the Emperour, at- 
ter che overthrow of Sersbonianus, whole fa€tion he had folldwed, encreated thofe wholed 
him prifoner to Rome,to takelier into their fhip, where for the fervice of her husband fhee 
fhould: baof leife charge Scincommoditieto thé, chen a number of orher perfons, which 
they mutt neceffarily have, andthat the alone might fupply & ftead himin his chamber, 
in hiskiechen and allother offices;which they utterly refuled,and fo hoifed failes, fhee 
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jeaping into a fifhers boare, that fhe immediately hired, followed him aloofe from the furs 


Mart.li.1 .epig. 
T4-le 


cher fhore of Sclaviona. Being cometo Rome, onc day, inthe Emperours prefence, Jamia 
the widdow of Scribonianus,by reafon of the necrencfle and fociety ef their torrunes; fami+ 
liarly accofted her, but fhe rudely, with chee words, thruft her away. Whar (quoth thee) 
Shall I fpeake to thee, or fhall J liften what thou faieft 2 Thov,in whofe lappe Scribonianms 
shy husband was flaine,and thou yet liveft?andthou breatheft? Thefe words with divers 
other fignes, made her kinsfolkes and friends perceive rhat fhe purpofed to make herfelfe 
away as impatient to abide her husbands fortune. And Thra/eaher fonin law,taking hold 
of her (peeches,befeeching her that fhe would not fo vnheedily fpoile her felfe, hethus bee 
fpake her. What?If 1 were in Cecinnaes Fortuncor the like, would you havemy wife your 
daughter to do fo?What elfe?make you a queftion ef it’(aniwered fhe) Yes marry would J, 
had he lived fo long and in fo good-agrceing fort with thee, as Ihave done with my huf. 
band. Thefeand fuch like anfwers,encreafed the care they had of her;and madethemmore 
heedfull co watch,and neerely to look unto her.One day,after fhe had uttered thefe words 
ro her keepers; youmay looke long enough to me, well may you make me die worfe, but 
you hall never be able ro keepe me from dying:and therewith furioufly flinging her felfe 
out of a chaire(wherein fhe fate) with all the ftrength fhe hed, the fiercely ranneher head 

againftthe next wall ; with which blow having fore hurt her felfc,and falling intoa dead 

fwowne, after they had with much adoe brought her to her felfe againe: Did nottell you 

(quoth fhe)chat if you kept me from one eafi tech, | would choofe another, how hatd and 

difficult foever? The end of fo admirable a vertue was this, Her husband Patz. wanting 

the courage to doe himfelfe to death, unto which the Emperors cruelty referved him; one 

day, having firft employed difcourfes and exhortations befitting the connfell fhe gaye him 
to mekehimfelfeaway, flec tooke a Dagger that her husband wore, and holding it ouc- 
right in her hand,for the period of her exhortation : Doéthus Patus({aid fie) and at that 
inftant, tabbing her felfe mortally to the heart,and prefently pulling the dagger out againe 
fhe reached the fame unto her husband, and fo yeelded up the ghoft, uttering this noble, 


generous and immortall fpeech, Pate non delet, fhe had not the leafure to pronounce other 
than thefe chree wordes, in fubftance materiall and worthy her felfe, HoldePatus, it hash 


done meno hurt. 

Caftafuogladiumcumtraderct Arta Pate, 
Quem devifceribus traxcrat ip/a {uiss 

Si qua fides,vulnus quod fecs, non dolet iuquit. 
Sed quod tu facies,sa mihi Pate dolct. 

Chaft Arria when the gave her Petas that fharpe {word, 
which from her bowells the had drawne forth bleeding new 

The wound I gaveand have, if you will ruft my word, 

Griev’s not, faid fhe,but that which fhallbe made by you. 

Icismuch more lively.in his:owne natnrall,and of a richer Sen{e; for both her husbands 
woundand death, and her owncehurts, fhe was fo farrefrom grieving to have beenethe 
counfelor and motive of them, ehat fhee rejoyced to have performed fo haughty and cou- 
ragious an aét,onely for the behoofe of her deere husband, and at the laft gape of her life, 

* fheonly regarded him;and to removeall fearefrom him,to follow her in death,which Pa- — 
zus beholding,he immediately wounded himfclfe with the fame dagger,:fhamed(as I fup- 
pofe)to have had need of fo dearean inftruction, & preciousa teaching. Pompea Paulina, an 
high and noble-borne yong Romane Ladie, had wedded Seneca,being very aged.JVero(his 
faire difciple ) having fent his Satellites or officerstoward him, to denounce the decreeof 
his death to him: which in chofe dayes was donc after this manner. Whé the Roman Empe- 
rors had condemned any, manof quality to death,they were wontto fend their officers un- 
to him,to chufe what death he pleafed,and to take it within fuch & fuch a time; which ac- 
cording tothe temper of their choller,they prefcribed unto him, fometimes fhorter,& fome 
times longer, giving him that time to difpole of his affaires, which alfoby reafon of fome 

. fhort warning they divers times tookefrom him: And if the condemmied partic feemed in 
any fort to ftrive againft their will,. they would often {end menofpurpofe to execute him, 

_ either cutting the veins of his armes and legs,or compelling himtotakeand {wallow poi- 
'. {6, Butmen of honor ftay ed not that enforcement, byt cothat effect uled their own Philiti. 
; ons 


) Niis44 
nee: ee ee ell 


Chap.3 5. The fecond Booke. 


’ 


ons or Surgeons, Seseca, witha repofed and undanred countenance liftned atrcnrively to 
their charge, and prefencly demaunded for paper and inke co make his laft wil and reftamér, 
which the Capraine refuling him, he turned towards his friends, and thus befpake them. 
Sith (my loving friends)I cannot bequeath you any otherthing in remmembrace or acknows 
kedgement of what lowe you,Ileave you at leaft the richeft & beft portion Ihave, chat is, 
the imageof my maners and my life,which | befeech you to kcepe in memory ; which do- 
ing, you may acquire the glory and purchafe the name of cruly fincere and sbjolutely erue 
friends. And therewithall tometimes appealing the fharpenes of the forew he faw them en- 
dure for his fake, with mild and gentle {peeches,fornetime rai fing his voice to chide thems; 
Where are(! aid he Jchofe memorable precepts of Philofophy?W hat is become of thofe pro- 
vifions, whic h for fo many yeares together we havelaid up againft the brunrsand accci- 
dents of Forcune?Was Nerees innated cruelty unknowne unto us? Whar might we expect 
or hope for at his hands, who had murdred his mother and maffacred his Brother , bur that 
he would alfo do bis Tutor and Governor to death that hath foftred and brought him vpé 
Having vetered thefe words to al the by-ftanders,he turned him to his wife,as fhe was reae 
dy to finke downe,and with the burrben of her griefe to fainc in heart and firengthshe cole 
led and embraced her about thenecke , and heartily entreated her , for thelove of him. 
fomewhat more patiently to beare this accidentsand that his houre was come, wherein he 
mutt fhew no longer by di:courfe and difpuration, but in car neft effeét, declare the fruit he 
had reaped by his ftudie; & that undoubtedly he embraced death, not only without grice 
but with exceeding joy. Wherefore my deere deere heart, do not difhonor it by thy teares, 
Jef thou (eeme to love chy felfe more than my reputation. Affwage thy forrowes,and com- 
fort thy (clfein the knowledge chou haft had of me and ofmy adtions ; leading the refi of 
thy life by the honeft occupations to which chouart addiéted, To whom Paulina, having 
fornwhat rouzed hir drooping fpirits, and bya thrice-noble aff tion awakened the mag- 
nanimitie of her high-fetled cour age,anfwered thus: No Seneca,thinke not that im this n¢« 
ceffitie I will leave you without my company. 

I would not have you.imagin that the vertuous examples of your life have notalfo taught 
ime to die: And whé (hal I beable to do it or betrer,or more honeftly, or more.co minc own 
liking, chen with your felfe2 And berefolved I wil go with you and be partaker of your tor- 
runesSeneca taking fo generous arefolve, and glorious a determination of bis wife in good 
partjand tofree himfelfe from the feare he had to leaveher after his death, to his ¢nemies 
mercie andcruelty :_ Oh my deare Panna , Thad (quoth he) perfwaded thee what I 
thought was convenicnt,to leade thy life more happily, and dooft theu then rather choofe 
the honour of a glorious death? Affuredly I will noc envy thee s .Betheconftancie and re» 
{olution an{werableto our common end, but be the beautie and glory greater.on thy Gide, 
That faid, the veines of both their armes were cut,to the end they might bleedero death 5 


" but becaule Senecaes were fomwhat fhrunken up through age and abftinence, & his bloud 
P gh ag > 


could have no {peedy courfe, he commaunded the veines of his thighesto be launced: And 
fearing left rhe torments he felt, might in fomefort entender his wife heartsas.alfo to deli- 
ver hiralelfe from the afflition, which greatly yearned him tofec her in fo pittious plight: 
after he had moft lovingly také leave of her,be befoughe her co be pleated fhe might be cas 
ried into the next chamber, which was accordingly performed, Buc all thofe incifions bes 
ing unable ro make him die,he willed Stativs Anneus bis Phifition to givehim fome poylo- 
ned potion, which wrought but (mall effect in bim, fer through the weaknetle and coldes 
nefte of his members,ic could not come unto his heart, And cherefore they eaufed a warme 
bath to be prepared, wherein they laydhim, then perceiving hisend toapproch, tolong 
ashe had breath, he continued his excellent difcourfes,concerning the fubjed} of the eftarce 
wherein hc found himfelfe , which his Sectetaries ; folong as they could heare his voice, 
colle&ted very diligently,whofe laft words CScinued long time afterin high “ftecem & hoe 
nor amongft the betcer fort of men,as Oraclessbut they were afterward loft, and great pitr 
tic itis they never came wnto our handes,But when he once bepartne co feele the ’laft pangs 
of death, taking fome of the water,wherein he lay bathing, all bloody, he there with wafh- 
ed his head, faying, J yow this water unto Japiter the Dcjiverer; Nero beinig advertived of 
ali this, fearing left Pawénaes death (who was one of the beitalied Ladiesim Rowe, and: 
whom hebareno particular grudge) might caufehim fome reproach, {ene in all — 
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bafteto have her incifions clofed upagaine, and if peflibly it could be, tofaveher life 


which hir fervants by unwrithing her , performed , fhe being more then halfe dead and 
yoyd of any fence. And that afrerwatd,contrary to her intent,the lived,it was very honow. 
rable,andas befitted her vertue,fhewing by the pale hew & wanne colour of her face, how 
much of her life fhe had wafted hy her incifions. Loc heere my threecruc ftories, which in 
my conceit are as pleafant and as tragicall, as any we devife at our pleafures, to pleafethe 
vulgar fort withall:and I wonder,that thofe who invent fo many fabulous tales, do not rae 
cher make choife of infinite ¢xcellent,arid quaint ftories, that are found in bookes, wherein 
they fhonld have lefie trouble to write them,and might doubtleffe proove more pleafing to 
the hearer,and profitable to the Reader. And whofoever would undertaketo framea com- 
pleate and well: joynted bodie of them, neede neither employe nor édde any thing of his 
owne unto it except the ligaments,as the foldring of anether memall, and by this meanes 
might compact fundry events of all kindes,difpofing and diverfifying them, according as 
the beauty and Inftre of the worke fhould require:And very neere,as Ovid hath fowen and 
contrived his Metamorphofis, with that ftrange number of diverfe fables.In the laft couple 
this isalfo worthy confideration,thatPashna offreth willingly to leave her life for her hus- 
bands fake, & that her husband had alfo other times quit death forthe love of ber, There is 
mo great cotmterpoyze in this exchange for us:but according to his Stoike humour, I fup- 
pole he perfwaded himfelfe to have done as much for hi, prolonging his life for hir availe, 
as if he had died for hit.In one of his letters,he @riteth to Lacifas,atcer he hath given him 
to underftand how an ague having furprifed him in Rome, contrary te his wives opinion, 
who would needs have ftayed him,he fodainly cooke his Coach,to goe unto a houfe of his 
into the countrysand how he told her that the ague he had was no bodily fever, but of the 
placezand followeth thus: 4elaft fhe let me goe,earneftly recommending wy health unto me, Now 
4d who know, bow her life lodgerh in mine begin to provide for my folf, that confequently 1 may provide 
for ber: The priviledge my age hath beftowed on me making we noore conflant, and wore refolute in 
many things, I lofe it ; when ever Ieallto winde , that inthis aged corps there barboureth a Lyoong 
wowsan,to whom 1 bring fame profit. Since I cannot induce ber to love me mere conragion fly, fee inn 
duceth me to love my felfa more carefully; for famerbing muff be lent to hone ff affeChions, and /omes 


- timses,althongh occafions wrge us tothe contrary life muft berevoked againe,yea with torment. The 


soule wouft beheld fafbwith ones teeth, fince the lawe tolivean honeft wan, is not to live as long as 
they pleafe, but fo long as they ought. He who eftcemeth not his wife or afriend{o much, as that be 
will nos lengshen bis fe for thens,aud wil ob ftinately die,that man is over-wise and too effeminate : 
The fonle muft commanund thar unto ber felfe, when the utilitie of our friends requiresh it: we muff 
Sometimeslénd our felves unto our friends, and when we would de for ts, we ought for their fakes 
toimterrupe onr defeigne. Te iia teftimony of high conrage toreturne to life for the re/pect of others 
as diverfe notable men bave done :and toprelerve ageis apart of, fragular integritie (the chisfeff 
commoditie whereof, ss noe carclefneffe of ber continnance, anda more ceuragious and di{dainefulk 
ufe of life )ifamanyerceine {uch an office 80 be pleafing acceptable and prefieable to any well-affetted 
friend, And wlio doeth is,receiverh thereby a gratefull meede and pleafing recompence: for what cas 
bee fivector, thas to'be fo deare wnto his wife, that in re/pect of her a man become more deere unto 
himsfelfe;So wey Paulina,bath wot oncly charged me with her fenre’, but allo with mine. It hath nos 
beene fufficient for me to confider, low réfolutely I might dyo, but I have alfo confidered how irre/o~ 
lutely foe might endure it Tbave enforced wy [elifs to ive: nd teliveis Sometime maguanimitie 3 
Reade heere his owne wordes,as excellent as is his ule. 
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Of the worthieft and moft excellent men. 
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Fa man fhould dematind ofmee, which of all men that evercame to my knowledge, ¥ 
would make choife of,mefeemeth,] finde three, wholhave beene excellent above all o« 
shgrs. The oncis, Homer mer that Arifterle or Varra,(for example fake) were not perad. 
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venture as wife and as {ufficient as he:Nor thar Virgil, (and poffi 
fot. comparable unto him,] leave that to their judgements that knowthem both. I who 


know but one of them, according to my skill may onely fay this;chat I cannot be perfwa- 
ded,the M ufes themfelves did ever go beyond the Roman. 


Tale facis carmen dotta teftudine,quale 

Cyathius impofitis temperat articulit. 
He on his learned Lute fiich vere doth play, 
As Phebus thould thereto his fingers lay. 

In Which Iudgement,this muft notwithftanding not be forgotten, that Virgsl doth efpe- 
cially derive.his fufficiencie from Homser,and he is his guide and Schoolemafter, and that 
but one only glance or fentence of the Jéad$, hath given both body & matter to that great 
and divine Poem of the e£neid, My mcaning is not to account fo: I entermix divers o- 
ther circumftances, which yceld this rian moft admirable unto me, and as ic were beyond 
humanecondition, And cruely I am often amazed,that he who hath produced, and by his 
authority brought fo many Deities in credit with the World, hath not ebtained to be repu- 
teda Ged himfelfe. Being blind and indigentshaving lived before everthe Sciences were 
redaéted into ftri& rules and certaine obfervations, hehad fo perfeét knowledge of them, 
that all chofe which fince his time have labaed to eftablifh pollicics or Common-wealths, 

to manage watres,and to write either of Religion or Philofophy, in what Se& foever or of 
all Artes, have made ufe ofhim,as of an abfolutely-perfect Mafter in the knowledge of al 

things; and of his Bookes, as of a Seminary, aSpring-garden or Store-houfe of all kinds of 
fufficiency and learning, 


Qui quid fit pulehram,quid turpe,qnid utile guid non, 


bly in his ownearte) be 


Plentus ac melins Chryfippo,ac Crantore dicit, Hor. lepifta2gg 


What is faire, What is foule;W hat profit may, What nor, 


Betcer than Crantor or Chryfippus, Flomer Wrot, 
Andas another faichs 


a quo cen foute perrenni 


Vatuns Piertjslabrarigantur aguis. ge An bn30 
By whom,as by zn ever: flowing-filling {pring as be 


With Mutes liquor poets lippes are bath’de to fingg 
And another; 


Adde Heliconiadums comites,qnorum inus Homtrus 


Afira potitus Un6ryhe3 0810 


Mules companions adde to thefe, of all 


One onely Homer hath in heav’n his ftall, 
‘And another; 


——-cujufque ex ore profafa 


Omnis pofteritas latices in carmina duxit, Manihafidr.%, 


Ainemqne intenues , anfacit deducere rivos ; 

Onius facunda bonis, 

From whofe large mouth for verfe all that fince live 

Drew water,and grew bolder to derive 

Into chinne fhallow rivers his deepe floods ; 

Richly luxuriant in one mans good, 

Te is againft natures courfe, chat he hath made the moft excellent produétion, that may 
be:for,the ordinary birth of thingsis imperfeét: They are augmented by encréafe,and core 
roborated by groweh.He hath reduced the infancy of poefie, and divers other Sciencesto 
beripe, perfect and compleate. By which reafon he may berermed the firft and laft of pos 
ets,following the nobleteftiniony, antiquity hach left us of him, that having had no mart 
beforehim, whom he mightimitate, fo hath hee had none after him, could imitate him, 
His wordes (according to Arifforle arethe onely words that have motion and aétion: they 
are the onely (ubftanciall Wordes. Alexander the Great, having lighted upon arich casket 
amongft Darius his fpoiles, appoynted the fame to be fafely kept for himfelfe, :o keepe his 
Homer in:faying jhe was the beft advifer,and faithfulleft coun(clor he had in his milicary af- 
fairesy By the famercafon {aid Céomencs, fonne to Anaxandtidas, that hee was the Lace- 
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demonians Poet; for he was an excellent good teacher or Mafter of Warreslike difcip line 


Our Children areyet called by thenames he invented chree thoufand yeeresfince & more, 
Who knoweth not Lela? Whohath not heard of Achilles? Not onely fome particular 
races , but moft nations feeke to derive themfelves from his inventions, CMachomet, the 
fecond of that name,,Emperour of Turkes, writing to Pope Pins the fecond = I wonder 
(faith he) how the Iealians will bandie againftme, feeing we have our common off- {pring 
from the Troians,and I as well as they have an intereft co revenge the blood. of Heéter ups 
onthe Gracians, whom they favour againftme. Is itnora worthie Comedie, whereof 
Kings,Gommon-wealths,Principalities,and Emperours,have for many ages together play- 
ed their parts,and to which this preat Vniverfe ferveth asta Theatre 2? {even cities of Greece 


ftrived among{t chemfelves ibout the places of his birthSo much honour his very obfcuri+ 


tie procured him 
: Smyrua;Rbodss,Colophon,Salamts,C hios, Argos, Athens 
Rhodes,S alamis, Colophon, Chios, Argos, Smyrna, With Athens, 

The other is Alexander the great. For, who fhall confider his age, wherein hee beganne 
his enterprifes; the {mall meanes he had to ground fo glorious adeifeigne upon,the autho-« 
ritie he attained unto in his infancy amongft the greaceft Commaunders, and moft experi« 
enced Captaines in the world,by whom he was followed:the extraordinary fayour,wher- 
with fortune embraced him, and feoonded fo many of his haughty-dangerous expfoices, 
which I may ina manner call rath or fond: hardice 

Impellens quicquid fits fiurnma perents 
Obftaretsgandenfque viam fecifferuinas 

While ke fhor at che high*ftall chat might ftay 
He for'ft,and joyde with ruine to make way. 

That eminent greatnefle,to haveat the age of thirtie yeares paffed vi&torious through al 
che habitable earth, and but with halfe the life ofa man to have attained the utmoft ende- 
vour of humane nature;fo that you cannot imagine his continuance lawfull, and che lafting 
of his increafe in fortune,and progres in verute evenunto a jutt cermeof age, but you mutt 
fuppofe fomething above man,to have caufed fo many Royal branchesto iffue from out the 
loines of his Souldicts,leaving the world after his death tobe thared between foure {uccef= 
fours,onely Captaines of his Armie, whofe fucceeders, have fo long time fince continned, 
and defcendents maintained that large pofleflion. So infinite, rareand excellent vertues 
that were in him,as juftice,temperance,liberalitic,integriti¢ in words,love toward his, and 
humanitic coward theconquered. For in truth, his maners feeme to admit no juft caufe oF 

reproach: indeed fome of his particular, rare and extraordinary a€tions, may in fome fore 
etaxed, Forit is impoflible ro conduct fo great, and dire@ fo violent motions with the 
Griet rales of jultice Such men ougheto be judgedin grofe, by the miftris end of their aéti- 
ons-Theruine of Thebes the murther of Menander, and of Epbeftsons phy fitions the mafla- 
cre of fo many Perfian prifonersat once:of a troupe of Indian Souldiers, not without fome 
prejudice unto his word and premiferand of the Coffeyans and their lictle children, are ef- 
capes fome what hard to be excufed. For,concerning Clitws, the fault was expiated beyond 
ie’s meric; and thar action, asgmuch as any other, witne(lech the integritie and cheerefulnes 
of his complexionjand that.it wasa complexion init (elfe excellently formed to goodneffe; 
And it was wittily laid of one;that he had verses by mature gana vices by accident, Concere 
Bing 
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ning the potnt,that he was fomewhat to lavifha boafter, and over impatient to heare him: 
felfc ill fpoken ofjand touching thole mangers, artnes,and bits, which he caufed to be {cat- 
tered in Indta, refpe@ting his age and the profperitie of hisfortun. they arein my conceit 
pardonablein him. He thar fhall alfo confider his many military vertues,as diligence, forte 
fight patiencesdi(cipline,policie; mag nanimitie,refolucion & good fortune;wherin the ugh 
Haxiballs authority had not taught itvs, he bath bcene the firff and chiefe of men: the rare 
beauties, matchiletfe features, and incomparable conditions of his perfon, beyondall com- 
parifon,and wonder breeding shis carriage;demeanor,and venerable behaviour, in a face fo 
young,fo vermeill,and heart enflaming: 
Qualis ubi Occani perfufus Lucifer unda, 
Quem Verus ante alios affroruns diligit ignes, 
Extulit 0s facrum colo,tenchrafque refolvst. 
As when the day-ftatre wafhrin Ocean ftreames; 
Which Venzs moft of all the ftarres efteemes, 
Shewesfacred lighs,fhakes darkenefle- off with beamesj 
The excellencie of his wit, knowledge and capacity; the continuance and greatneffe of 
his glory uniported, untainted,pure and free from all blame or enviezinfomuch aslong af- 
rer his death, ic was religioufly beleeved of many ,that the medalls or brooches reprefenting 
his perfon brought good lucke unto fuch as wore or had them about them. And that more 
Kings and Princes have written his geftes and ations, then any other hiftorians, of what 
quality foever,have regiftred che gefts,or colleéted che aétions of any other K ing or Prince 
that ever was: Andthat even at this day, the Mahometiffs, who contemne ail other hiftos 
ries,by fpeciall priviledge,allow, receive,and’oncly honour hiss. All which premifes duely 
confidered together, hee fhall confeffe,I have had good reafon to preferre him before Cz/ar 
himfelfe who alone might have made me-doubr ot my choife,And it muft needes bee gran- 
ted,that in his exploites chere was more of his owne; but more of fortunes in eAlexanders 
atchicvements. They have-both had many things murwally alike, and Cefar happily {ome 
greater, They weretwo quicke and devonring fires,or two {wift and furrounding ftreames 
able to ravage the world by fundry wayes. 
, Et velut immilfi diverfis partibws sones 
Arentem in flvam, c& virgulta fonantialawves , 
ent ubi decur{u rapido demontibns altis BOS 
Dant fonitum fpumofi amnes,c in aquora currunt, if 
Quilque [unm populatus iter. 


As when on divers fides fire is applied ; t 


To crackling bay-fhrubs,or to woods Sunne dried, 
Ov as when foaming ftreames from mounitainos hie; 
With downe-fall {wift refound,and to fea flie; 
EBach-one doth havocke-out his way thereby. 

But grant (e/ars ambition were more moderate, it is fo unhappy, in that it met with this 
vile fubjcét of the fubverfion of his countrie,and uhiverfall empairing of che worldsthat all 
parts impartially colleéted and pur rogether inthebalanee, 1 muft neceflarily bendtoe4 
lexanders lide. Thethird, and in my judgement, moft excellent man, is Epaminondas. Of 
gloric he hath not fomuch as fome,andis farre fhorre of divefe(which well confidered is no 
fubftanciall part of the thing) inrefolution and true valour, not of that which is fer on by 
ambition,but of that,which wifedome and reafon may fettle in a well difpofed minde,hee 
had as much as may be imagined er wished for.He hath in mine opinion, made as great trie 
all of his vertues,as ever did Alexander or Cefarsfor although his exploites of warre be nor 
fo frequent, and fo bigh raifed,yet being throughly confidered, they areas weightie,as re- 
foluce,as conflant, yea and as authenticalla teftimony of hardnes and ‘military {ufficiencies 
asany mans clfe. The Gracians, without any contradiétion offoorded him the honour, to 
entitle him the chiefe and firftman amongthemfelves : and to be the firft andchsefe man of 
Greece, is without all qaeftion to bee chiefe and fir man of the world, Touching his know- 
ledge and worth, this ancient judgement doth yer remaine amongft us, chat sever was man 
who knew fo muuch nor never man that [pake leffe then he,For he was by Sect a Pythagoriansand 
What heIpake,no man ever{pake bercer:An excellent and moft perfwafive Ocator pega 
Ooz ; ne 
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And concerning his maners and confcience therein he farre outwent all chat ever medled 
with managing affaires:For inthis one part,which ought efpecially to be noted,and which 
alone declarech what weare,and which only I counterpoife toal others together,he giveth 
place to 00 Philofopher;no not to Socrates himfelfe, In whom innocencic 1s a quality pro- 
per,chiefe, conftants uniforme and incorruptible. In comparifon of which, it feemeth in 
“Alescander fabalternall,uncertaine, variable, effeminate and accidental, Antiquitie judged 
thar precifely to fift our,and curioufly to prie into all other famous Captaincs, there is im ¢- 
very one feverally fome {peciall quality, which makes him renowmed and {amous; In this 
man alone, it isa vertue and {ufficiencie, every where complete and alike which in al! 
offices of humane life , leaveth nothing mote ro be wifhed-for. Be st in pr iblike or priuates 
in peaceable negotiations or warlike occupations;be it to live or die, greztly or glorioufly, 
I know no forme or fortune of man,that I admire or regard, with fo much honour, with fo 
much love. True itis,I finde this obftinacie in povertie,{omewhat fcrapulons; and fo have 
his beft friends pourtrayed it.And this onely a€tion(high notwithftanding and very wor- 
thy admiration)I finde or deeme fomewhat fharpe;ioas I would nor wifh,nor defirethei- » 
qitation thereof in me,according to the forme it was in him, Scipio o£ msilsanms alone( wold 
any charge him with as fierce,and nobly-minded an end,and with as deepe and univerfall 
knowledgeof Sciences) might be placed in the other {caleof the ballance againft him,Oh 
whara difpleafure bath {wift- gliding Time done me,even in the nick,to depriveour cyes 
of the chiefeft paite of lives,direétly chenoblef that ever were in Plutarke,ok theic twotru- 
jy worthy perfonages : by the univerfall confent of the world, the one chiefe of Gracianss 
the other principal of Romances. Whar a matter,what a workeman!For a man that was no 
Saint, bur as we fay,2 gallant-honcft man,of civil maners and common cuftomes;6f atem- 
perate haughtineflesthe richeft lifel know (as the vulgar faying is to have lived amongf{t 
the living !and fraughred with the richeft qualicies,and moft co be defired parts(all chings 
impartially confidered)in my humour,is thar of Alesbiades, But touching Epsminondas,for 
a patterne of exceflive goodnes,I wil here infert certaine of his opinions, The fweeteft con- 
centment he hadin all his life,he witneffeth to have beene,the pleafure he gave his father 
and mother,of his viory upd Lewéra:he ftaketh much in preferring their pleafure,before 
his contenr,fo juft and full of fo glorious anattion, Hee thought st unlawfull,yea were st to 
recover the libertie of his coustrey, for any onetokilaman, except heknew ajuftcaufée, And 
therefore was hefo peur inthe enterpri(e of Pelopidas his companion, for the delive- 
rance of Thebes. "ie was alfo of opinion, that in 2 barrell aman fhould avoid to encounter 
his friend, being on the.consrary part; andif he met.him, to {pare him. , And his humanitie 
or gentlenes,even cowards his very enemies,having made himtobe fafpedted of the Baco- 
tians,forfomuch as after he had miraculoufly forced the Lacedemonians to open him a paf- 
fage, which at the entrance of Morea ncere Coristh,they had undertaken to make-good,he 
was contented, withont further purfuing themin furie,to have marched over their bellies; 
was the caufe he was depofed of his office of Captaine General]. Moft honourable for fuch 
a caule;and for the fhame it was to them, foone after to be forced by neceflitic to advance 
him to his firft place:and to acknowledge how their glorie, and confeffe that their faferic 
did onely. depend on him : vietory following him as his thadow, whither foever he wents 
and as the profperity of his countri¢ was borne by & with him, fo it died with and by him. 
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of the refemblancebetweene children and fathers. 


His hudling up of fomuch erath, or packing of fo many feverall pieces > is done fe 


ftrangely,as I never lay hands on it,but when an over lazie idieneile urgethme: and 
no where,but in mine owne houfe. So have it beene compactat fundry paufes, and contri- 


ved at feverall intervalls, as eccafions have fometime formany months together, here and 
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there in Other places;\decained me, Befides, I never correét wy firft imaginations by the (e. 
cond, tt May happen; Inow and chen alter fome word, tather to diverfifie, thentake any 
thing away, My purpole is,to reprefent the progretfe of my humours, that every part be 
icene or member diftinguithed,as it was produced. I would to God I had begunne fooner, 
anid knew che tracke of my changes, and courfe of my varjations, A boy whom! employ- 
¢d ro write for me,(uppofed he had gotten a rich bootie,when he ftole fome parts, which 
he beftliked, Bur oneching comforts me chat he thall gaine no’more, then Hoft by them, 
Tam growne elderby feaven or eight yeares fince I beganne themsnor hath ir beene with- 
out forme new purchafe. Ihave by the liberality of ycares acquainted my felfe with the 
ftene-chollike. Their‘commerce and long converfation, is not cafily paft-over without 
fome fuch-like fruite.I would be glad,that of many other prefents,chey have ever in ftore; 
to beftow upon {uch as waite upon them long;they had made choife of fome one,thar had 
beene moreaceeptable unto me:for they could never pofie(feme wich any,that, cven from 
my infancy, [hated more. Ofall accidents incident to age, it was that I feared mot. My 
felfe have many times thought, T went on coo farre,and that to hold out {o long a journey, 
I muft of neceffitie, inthe end, ftumble upon fome fuch unpleafing chanicé;I perceived 
lainely, and proceftedfufficiently, ic was high time to depart; 'and that aeéording 10 the 

rule of skillfull chirurgions, who when they muft cut off fome member, life mut befeared 
rothe guicke,and curtothe found eth. That namureis wont to nvake him pay antolerable ufda 
rie,who dovh not yeeld or pay the fame ix due time. 1 was fo farre from being readie to make laws 
full cender of it,tha:c in eighceene months, or thereabouts, | have continued in (0 yrkefome 
and unplealing plight,I have already learn’d to apply my felfe unto tt;and am now entring 
into covenant with this chollicall kinde of life ; fortherein I finde matter , wherewith co 
comfort me,and rohope better. Somsnch are menenured in thetr miferable eftatesthat noconasti- 
0% 6 fo poore but they will accept:forbey way continue 10 the fame. Meare Adacenate 

Debslemfactto mans, 

Debilems pede,jcoxa, 

Lubricos quate dentes, 

Vita dana fupereft,bene eff. i 3 

Makeme be weake of hand, +33 

Scarce'on my legges to ftand, 

Shake my loofe teeth with paine, 

°Tis well fo life remaine. 

And Tamburlane cloked the fantafticall cruelty , he exereifed upon Lazars or Leprouf- 
men, with a foolifh kinde of hurmanitie, putting all he could finde or heare-of, to death, (ag 
he faid, )to ridde them from fo painefull and miferable a life, as they lived.” For, there was 
none fo wretched amongft them, that would not ratherhave beene three times a Leper, 
than norco bearall:And e4ntifthenes the Stoick, being very ficke, and crying out : Ob whe 
foal deliver me from my tormenting evils? Diogenes, who was come to vilite him, foorthwith 
prefenting hima knife; Mary, this,faid he,and that very fpeedily,ifthou pleafe : I meane 
not of my life,replyed hee,but of my fickenetles The fufferances which {imply touch usin 
minde, doe much leffe afi me, then moft men: Partly by judgement 5 For the World 
deemeth diverfe things horible,or avoydable with the lofle of life, which to me are in a ma- 
ner indifferent: Parely, by a ftupidand infenfible complexion, Ihave in accidents,chat hit 
me not point-blancke: Which complexion I efteeme one of the better partes of my natu- 
rall condition. Butthe truely-elfentialland corporail (ufferanees,thofe I tafte very fenfibly: 
Yetis ic,having other times fore-apprehended them with a delicate and weakefight , and 
by che enjoying of this long health and happy reft,which God hath lene me,the berter pare 
of my agc,{omewhat empaired: I had by imagination conceived them {ointolerable, that 
in good truth, I wasmoreafraide, than fince | have found hurtin them 3 Whereupon, I 
dayly augment this opinion :» That moft of our foules faculties (as we employ them) doe 
more trouble chan ead the quier repofc of life, Iam continually grapling with the worft 
of all difeafes, the moft grievous,the moft mortal ,che moft remediletfe and the moft vio 
lent.I have alreadie had triall of five or fixe long. and paincfull firtes of its Neverthelffe, ey- 
ther I flaccer my felfe,or in chis plight there is yetfomerhing ,thar would faine keep life and 
foule together, namely in him, whofe mindc is free from feare of death, & from the threats, 
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conclufions and confequences,which phylicke is ever buzzing into our heads, But the ef- 
feét of paine it felfe,hath not foe tharpea {marting, or fo pricking a fharpenetfe, that a fetled 
man fhould enter into rage or fall into difpaire. This commoditie: at leaft I have by the 
chollicke,that what I could sever bring co paffe in my {elfeswhich was,altogether to recd- 
cile,and throughly to acquaint my felfe with death,fhee hall archieve,the thail accomplifhs 
for by how much more fhee hall importune and vrgeme, by fo much leffe fhall death bee 
fearefull vnto mee,I had already gotten,not to be beholding to life, but onely in regard of 
life,and for lives fake:She thall alfo untie this incelligence,and loofe this combination,And 
God graunt, if inthe end her fharpeneffe fhall happen tofurmount my ftrength, fhee cat 
me not into the other extremitie,no leffe vicious,noleffe bad, tharis , to love and defire, 
to die. 

Mart.L.rovepig. Summum nee wmetnas dicm,nec optes, 

aqiilt. Nor feare thy lareft doome, 

Nor wifh it ere it come, 

They are two paflions to be feared, but one hath herremedy neerer than the other, O- 
therwife,I have ever found that precept ceremonious, which /o precizely appoints aman 
to fet a good countenance,a {erled refolution,and difdainefull carriage,upon the fufferance 
of evills. Why doth Philofophy, which onely refpcéteth livelineffe and regardeth cffeds, 
ammuze it felfe about thefeexternall apparances ? Let her leave this care to Mimikes, to 
Hiftrions, and to Rhetoricke Mafters,- who make fo great accompt of our geftures, . Let 
her hardly remit this vocall lichernoffe unto evill,if ic be neither cordiall, not ftomacall.And 
lee her lend her voluntary plaints to the kinde of fighes, fobs, palpatations, and paleneife, 
which mature hath exempted from our puiflance.Alwayes provided, the courage be with- 
out feare, and words fans difpaire ; let her be fo contented, What matter is it if wee bend our 
armes, fo we writhe net our thoughts? She frameth us for. our felves,not for others: to be,nor 
to {eeme.Let her applie her felfe to governe our underftanding,which the hath undertaken 
to inftru&. Let her in che pangs or fits of che chollike , ftill maintaine the foule capable ro 
acknowledge her felfe and follow her accuftomed courfe, refifting forrow and enduring 
gricfe,and not fhamefully to proftrate her felfe at his feete : Mooved andchafed with the 
combate, not bafely fupprefied nor faintly overthrowne : Capable of enterrainment and 
other occupations,unto a certaine limic. In fo extreme accidents, itis cruelty, to require 
fo compofed a warde at our hands. If we have a good game, it skills not, though we have anit 
conntenance. Ifthe body be any whit eafed by complaining,let him doe it : If fitting or 
agitation pleafehim, lec him turne, rowleand cofte himfelfe as long as he lift: If with rai- 
fing his voyce,or fending it forth with mere violence,he think his griefe any thing alayed 
or vented(as fome Phyfitians affirme it fomewhat eafeth women great with childe,and is a 
meane of eafie or fpeedy delivery) feare he not to doitsor ifhe may but entertaine his tora. 
ment,let him mainely cry out-Let us not commaund our voyce to depart;but if the will,lee 
usnot hinder it. Epicwrus doth not only pardon his wife-man tocrie our, when heis grics 

Cie. Tu/t.qu.t.z Ved or vexed, bur perfwadeth him toit.Pagiles etiam quam feriunt,injaltandis ceftibss ingen - 
maifcunt quia profundenda vece omne corpus intenditur, venitque plaga uchementior. <Men when 
they fight with fand-bags or (ich beavy Weapons , in fetching their blow and driving it, will give 
a groane withall,becanle by ftretching their voyce al their body $s alfo firayned, and the ftroke come 
meth with more vebemence.\W care vexed and troubled enough with the evill, without trou- 
bling and vexing our {elves with thefe fuperfluous rules. This I fay to excufe thofe, which 
are ordinarily feenctorage inthe fits, and ftorme in the affaules of this fickenefle + for,as 
for me,I have hitherto paft it over with fomewhat a better countenance, and am content 
to groane without braying and exclaiming, Andyet I trouble not my felfe, to mainraine 
this exterior decencie;for,I make {mall reckoning of fuch an advantage ; In that Ilend my 
fickneffe what it requirech: But either my paineis not fo exceflive, or I beareit with more 
conftancy than the vulgarforte. IndeedeI muft confefle,when the tharpe fics or throwes 
aflaile me,] complaine,and vexe my felfe,but yet I never fall into defpaire,as that fellow: 

Esulatu,quefts,gemitu,fremitibus 

Refonando naultnm flebiles voces refert, 

Wich howling,growning and complant of fates, 
Moft lamentable cries pe imitates, 
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Hfetle my felfe inthe greateft heatevof my fickeneife ; and I ever found my felfe capable 


and in tune, to {peake, tothinkeand to an{wer,as foundly as at any other time,but not fo 
conftantly, becaufe my paine doth much trouble and diftraét me. When Iamthoughere 
bee at the loweft,and chat fuch as are about me {pare me,l often make a triall of my forces 
and propofe them fuch difcourfes as are furtheft from my fate. There isnothing impoflie 
ble for mee,and me thinkes I can doe all things upon a fodaine fitte,fo it continue nor long. 
Oh why have not I the gife of that dreamer, mentioned by Cicero,who dreaming that hee 
was clofely embracing a yong wench;feund himfelfe ridde of the ftone in his fheeces|Mine 
doc ftrangely dif-wench me.In the inrermiffion or refpites of this outragious painc, when 
as my Vrerers(through which the Vrine paffeth from the reines to the bladder) languifh 
without gnawing me, I fodainely returne into my ordinary forme: forfomuch as my mind 
taketh no other allarume,buc che fenfible and corporall. All which I cereaincly ove up- 
tothe care I have had to prepare my felfe by reafon and difcourfe of {uch accidents: 
labors 
Nulla mihi nova wane facies inopinaque furgit, 
Omstia praceps,atqne animo mecum ante peregte 
No new or unexpeéted forme is caft, 
Of travels in my breftzall I forecaft, 
In my minde with my felfe Iall forepaft. 
am handled fomewhac roughly for a Prentife,and with a violent and rude changesbe= 
ing at one inftant falne from a very pleafing, calme, and moft happy condition of life, unco 
the moft doloroursyrkefome and painefull,that can poflibly be imagined: For,befides that 
in it felfe ic is a difeafe greatly to be feared , its beginnings or approachesare in mec fharper 
ormore difficule,chan it is went tocrouble others withall, Thepangs andfittes thereof doc 
fo often aflaile mee, that in a mannerI have no. more feeling of perfe& health. Notwith- 
ftanding | hitherto. keepe my fpiric fo feaced,as jf I can bur joyne conftancy unto it, finde 
my felfeto bein a much better ftace of life, than a thoufand others,who have neither ague 
nor other infirmitie,but fuch as for want of difcourfe they givethem(felves. There is acer- 
taine fafhion of fubtile humilitie, which proceedeth of prefumption : Asthis : That in ma- 
ny things we acknowledge our ignorance , and are fo curtcous toavowes that in Natures 
workes,there are forme qualities and conditions,which tousare impereeptible,&c whereof 
our fufficiencie cannot difeover the meanes,nor finde ouc the caufes. By this honeft and 
conf{cientious declaration, we hope to gaine,that we fhall alfo be beleeved in thofe,we thall 
fay to underftand, Wee needenot goeto cull out miracles, and chufe ftrange difficulties : 
me feemeth, chat amongft thofe things we ordinarily fee, there are fuch incomprchenfible 
rarities,as they exceed all difficulty of miracles, What monfter is it,that this teare or drop 
of feed, wherof we are ingendred brings with it,and init the imprefliés,not only of che cor- 
porall forme,but even of the very shoughts and inclinations of our fathers # Wheredath 
this droppe of water containe or lodge this infinite number of formes? And how beare they 
theferefemblances, of forath, andunruly a progrefie, that the childes childe fhall be an- 
fwerable to his grandfather, & the nephew to his uncle ? In she family of Lepidus the Ro- 
man,there have beene three,not fucceflively, but fome between,that were borne with one 
fame eye covered with a cartilage or griftle, There was aracein Thebes, which fromcheit 
mothers wombe,bare the forme of a burre,or yron of a launce;and {uch as hadit not, were 
judged as mif-begotten & deemed unlawfull, Ariftotle reporteth of a certaine Nation, with 
whom all omen were common, where children wereallorted their fathers, only by theif 
refemblances. It may be fuppofed; that Iam indebted to my father for this ftonie quality; 
for he died exceedingly tormented with a great ftone in his bladder.He never fele himfelf 
troubled with the difeafe, barat the age of fixrie feaven yeares, before which timehe had 
never fele any likelihood, or motion of it, nor in his reines, nor in his fides; nor elfewhere: 
and untill chen had lived in very profperous health, & litcle fubjeé& to infirmities,and con- 
tinued {even yeares and more with that difeafe training avery dolorous lives-end, I was 
borne five and twenty yeares before his ficknes, and during the courfe of his healthy ftate 
his third child. Where was al this while the propenfi6 or inclinatié rochis defeét, harched? 
And when he was fo farre from fuch a difeafe, that light part of his fubftance wherewith 


he compofed meshow could it for her part,beare fo great an impreflion ofit? And _ - 
clofely 
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clofely covered, thar fortie five yeares after, have begunneto have afecling of it? And.hi- 
therro alone,among fo many brethren and fifters,and all of one mother.He that thal refolve 
me_of this progrefle,] will believe him as many other miracles as he fhall pleafeto rel} mees 
alwayes provided (as commonly they doe) hee goe not about to pay me, with 2 doétrine 
much more difficule & fantaftical,then is the thing itfelfe(let Phy fitiansfomewhat excufe 
my libertie:) for by the fame infufion and farallinfnuation, I have received the hateand 
contempt of their doétrine, The Antipathie, whichis bewweene me and their arte, is tome 
heredicarie. My father lived three fcore and fourteene yeares : My grandfather three 
fcore and nine ;my great grandfather very neere foureicore, and never tafted or tookeany 
kinde of Phyficke. And whatfoever was notin ordinary ufe amonftthem, was deemed a 
drug. Phyficke is grounded upon experience and examples» So is mine opinion. Isnorthisa 
manifeft kinde of experience and very advantageous? know not whether in all their regi 
fers, they are able to finde me three more, borne, bred, brought up, and decealed, under 
one roofe,in one fame chimnie, that by theie owne dire&tion and regiment have lived fo 
long.Wherein they muft needes grant meythat ifit be not reafon, at leaft itis Forrune that 
isonmy fide. Whereas among Phyfitions fortune is.of more confequence, then reafon. 
Low-broughe, and weake as I am now, Ice them nor take me at ani advantage, nor let them 
not threaten me:for that were infulting arrogance. And to fay truth,| have by my familiar 
examples gained enough upen thé although they would rake hold and flay there. Humane 
things have not fo much conftancie: Ic isnowtwe hundred yeares;wanting bur eighteene, 
chat this Blay continueth with us : For, che firft was borne in the yeare of our Lord one 
thonfand foure hundred & two, Some reafon there is why this experience fhould now be- 
ginne to faile us.Letthem not upbraide me with thofe infirmities, which now have feazed 
upon me: Is it nor fufficientto have lived {eaven and fortie yeares in good & perfect heakh 
formy part ? Suppofe it bethe end of my carricre, yet it is of the longeft. Mineanceftors 
by fome fecrec infting& and naturall inclination have ever loathed almaner of Phy(icke:for 
che very fight of drugs bred a kinde of horror in my father. The Lord of Gadiac mine un- 
ckle by the fathers fide,a man of the church,fickifh even from his birth, and who notwith- 
ftanding made his weake life to hold untill fixtie feaven yeares falting once into a dange« 
rous and vehement continuallfeaver, it wasby.the phyfitions concluded, that unlefle he 
would aide himfelfe(for they often terme that aide, which indeedeisimpeachment)he was 
but adead man, The good foule, afrighted as he was,at that horrible fentence, anfwered 
thus, . why chen ]amadead man :, Bur fhortly after God, madetheir prognoftications to 
proovevaine.The Lord of Baffaguet laft of the brethren (for they were foure)and by much 
the laft, he alone fubmitted himfelfe to chat arte,as I imagine by reafon of che frequence he 
hadin other Sciences,for he was a Counfellor in the Court of Parliament,which profpered 
fo ill wich him,that though he were in thew of a very ftrong complexion, he died long be. 
forethe others,cxcept one,the Lord of Saint Adichaell, Ic may well be, Ihave received of 
them that natural dy{pathie unto phyficke. Yet if there had been no other confideration bug 
this,I would have endevouredtoforeeit. For, allthefe conditions, which without reas 
fon are borne in us,are vicious. It is a kinde of maladie a’man muft fight withall. It may be 
I had fuch a propenfion, but I have fettled and ftrengthned the fame by difconrfes, which 
in me have confirmed the opinion} have ofic. For, I have alfothe confideration to refufe 
Phificke by reafon ofthe fharpeneffe of itstafte. It would nor eafily agree wich my hue 
mour,whothinke health worthy to be purchased, with theprice of all canterics and sncifims , 
bow painefullfoever. And following Epicurus, mee feemeth that al maner of voluptuoufnelfe 
foould be avoided if greater griefes follow them: A nd griefesto be fought after, chat havegreas 
ter volupruoufnefle enfuing them. Health isa very precious jewell, and the onely thing, 
that in purfuite of it deferveth, aman fhould not onely employ, time,labour, fweateand 
goods, bur alfo life co get it;forafmuchas without ic,life becommeth injurious unto us, Vor 
luptuoufnes, Science and vertue, withoutir,tarnifhand vanifh away. andro the moftcon- 
fant and xa difcourfes, thar philofophy will imprint in our mindsito the contrary, wee 
need not oppofe any thing againtt it but @ie image of Plato, being vilired wich the falling 
fickeneffe, or.an Apoplexie; and inthis prefuppofition chalenge him to aall che richeft fa- 
culties of his minde to helpe him. é 
All meanes that may bring ysunto healch, canggrbe efteemed of men cither ey or 
eare 
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deare.But I have tome ocher apparances,which ftrangely make meto diftruttal chis waré. 
1 doe not fay but theremay be fome arte of its Iris certaine, chat amongft fo many of Na- 
sures workes,there are fomethings proper for the prefervation of our health. | know there 
are fome fimples, which in operation are moiftning and fome drying. My felfe have found 
by experience,thar radifh rootes are windie,and fenie-leaves breede loofenes in the belly 
have the knowledgedof divers fuch experiments, as } know that Mutton nourifheth,chac 
Wine warmethmc.And So/on was went to fay, that cating Was ab all other Drugg es area me- 
ditine againft ihe dsfeafe of hunger,I difallow not the ufe we draw fromthe world,nor doubt 
] of nagure s power and truitfulneffe, . and of her applicationtoourneede. Ifec, thatthe 
Pickrell-6fh,and the S wallowes live well by her lawes; I preatly diftruftthe inventions of 
our wit, ofour arteand of our Sciencetin favour of which we have forfaken Nature, and a- 
bandoned her rules; wherein we canneither obferve limitation,nor keepe moderation, As 
wererme Inftice, the compofirion of the firft ewes that cameunto our hands, and sheir 
practifeand difpenfation very often moft wicked and unconvenient. Andasthofe which 
mocke and coridemne ir,intend neverthelefle co wrong this noble vertue; but onely to con- 
demne the abufe and profanation of fo facred atitle: So likewife in phyficke, ]_ know her 
glorious name,her propofition, and her promife, fo profrable co mankinde ¢ buc whacit 
deiTeigneth amongft us, Incither honour norrefpeét. Firft, experience makes mefearc it, 
for of all I know,/ feeno kinde of men (o foone fic ke, nor fo late cured, as thofe who are under the 
jurifaittion of Phyficke. Their very health isdiftempered and corrupted by the cenftraint of 
their prefcriptions. Phyfitions are not conte ntcd to have the government over ficknefles, 
but they make Health to be ficke,lefta man fhould at any time efcape theirauthoricy, OF 
a conftant and perfc& health, doe they not frame an argument of ome fucnrc daungerous 
Cckenelle?] have often beene ficke,and without any their helpe,I have found my fickene{- 
fes (though I never medled with the bitcernes of their preferipeions)as eafiero be tolierated 
and as fhort,as any mans elf{e,and yet I have felt diverfe.My health is freeand found, with- 
our any ules or difcipline) except of my owne cuftomeand pleafure. I finde no difference 
i places,alare alike to me to dwell in: for being ficke,I necde no ether commoditics,then 
thofe I muft have when J amin health.I. am nothing paflionated,though I be without Phy- 
fition,without Apothecary, or without phyfical helpe;whereat J fee fome as much troubled 
in minde,as they are with their difeafe, What? dosh the be Phypftion of them all make ws per- 
ceive any bappinelfe or continuance in bis life, as may witnelfe fome manifest eget of bis skitl and 
learning ? Thereisno Nation, but hath continued many ages without phyficke: yeathe 
firft ages,which is as much t9 fay the beft and moft happy : and the tenth part of tlie world 
hath as yer noufeofir, Infinite nations know itnet; where they live both more healchie 
and much longer then we doe: yea and among ft us, the common fort live happily without 
it. The Romanes had been fixe hundred yeares before ever they received it :. by meanes 
or interpofition of Catothe Cenfor, they banifheit their Citie, who declared how cafily 
man might live without it,having lived himfelfe foure {core & five yeeres,& his wife uncill 
fhe was extreamely old,nor without phificke,but indced without any Phyfition: For, w/at- 
foever is by experience found bealthy for our body and health, may be termed phyficke. He enter 
tained (as Platarke faith his familie in health, by the ufe (as farre as Iremember ) of Hares 
milke: Asthe Arcadians (/aith Plinie)cure all maladies with Cowes milke. And the Lybi- 
ans (faith Heradotus) doc generally enjoy a perfeet health, by ob{erving this cuftome,which 
is,fo foone as their children are about foure yceres old,to cautherize and {eare che veines of 
their head and cemplesywhereby they cut offche way to all rurmes and defluxions. Andthe 
countrie- people where | dwell, ufe nothing againft all difeafes, but fome of the ftrongett 
wine they canget, with ftore of faffron and {pice.in itsand all with one like forcune. And 
to fay cruc,of all this diverficie of rulesand confufion of prefcriptions,what other end or ef 
feet workcs it, but to evacuate the belly? which a thoufand home: fimples wili doeas well. 
And I know not whether ittbeas profitable (as they fay) and whether our nature require 
therelidencs of her excrements,untill a certaine meafure,as wine doch his lees for his pre- 
fervation. You {ce often men very healthy by fome ftrange accidents,to fail into violent vo 
mitesjand fluxies,and voyd preat ftore of excrements, without any precedent need. or {uc- 


ceeding benefite:yca with fome empaiting and prejudice. I letrn’c of P/ato not long fince, : 


that of three motions which belong to us,the laft and wortt,is gaat of purgations, and thar! 
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no man, except he be afooleought to undertake irzunletle it bein great extre mity. me 9 
evill is troubled & ftirredup by contrary oppofirions. Ic is the forme of life,thar gently mu 
diminith,confurne and bringit ro an end, Since the violent twinges of the ding and mae 
ladie are ever to our loffeyfince the quarrell iscleared inus, and the drug atruftletTe helpes 


_ by it’sown nature and enemic ro our healthsand but by trouble hath no acceffe in our ftare. 
y 4 
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Let’s give them leave to go on. That order which provideth for Fleas and Moles, doth alfa pro» 
wide for men,whe have the fame patience to fuiffer themfelves tobe governed, that Fleus and Adoler 
bave. We may fairely cry bo-bo-boe;it may well nakeushoarfe, bucit will nothing ad- 
vaunceit, Iisa proud and impetuous order. Our feare and our difpaire, in liew of envi« 
ting the fame unto it,doth diftatte and delay it out of our helpeshe owech his courfe to evill 
as well as co fickenefle. To fuffer him(lelfe to becorrupted in tavourof one,to the prejudice 
of the others tights, he will not dot it,'o fhould they tallinto diforder. Lerus goconinthe 
name of God; letus follow; fe leadeth on fuch as follow hint: thofethatfollow-him nor, 
he haleth on,both with their rage and phyficke together ‘Caulea purgation ro be prepared 
for your braine; it will bee better emploied unto it, thento your flermacke, A Lacedemo- 
nian being asked, what had made him live fo long in health ,anfwered,T he ignorance of phy- 
ficke. And Adrian the Emperour, as he was dying, cealed noc co crie our, that the number of 
Phyfitions bad killed him. A bad wreftler becamea Phyfitian. Coarage, faid, Diogenes io 
him, thos baft reafento docfo,f<rnow foale thon helpe to put them into the gronnd,who have heere- 
tofore ayded to bay thee ovit. But according to Wicecles,they have chis happe, That the Sunne 
doth manifeft their jucceffe, and the earth doth covcr their fanlt. Andbelides, they havea ve- 
ry advantageous fafhion’ among themfelves,to make ufe of all manner of events; for,what- 
foever either Fortine or Nature;or any other ftrange caufe( wherof the number is infinite) 
produceth in us,or good or healthfull,ic is the priviledge of Phyficke to afcribe ic unto her- 
felfe,Allthe fortunace fucceffes that come tothe patient,which is under their government, 
it is front nacure hehath them, Theoccafions that have cured me,and which healea thou- 
{and others,who never fend or call for Phy (itiens to helpe them, they ufurpe them in their 


fubje&s. And touching ill accidents, either they utterly difavow them, in imputing the 


blameof themto the patient, by fome vainereafons, whereof they never mifle to findea 
steat numberjas he lay with his armes oucof the bed,he hath heatdthe noyfe of a coach: 
———rhedarum tranfitus arito 
Vicorwm snflexw. 
Coaches could hardly paffe, 
The lane fo crooked was. 

His Window was left open all night : Hee hath laine upon the left fide, or troubled his 
head with fome heavie thought. In fome, a word, a dreame, ora looke, is of them deemed 
a fufficient excufe, to free chemfelves from all imputation : Orifthey pleafe, they willalio 
make ufe of this emparing,and thereby make up their bufineffe, and as a meane which can 
never faile chem , when by their applications the difeafe is growne defperate, to pay us 
with the affurance, that if their remedies had not beene, it wou!d have beene much worfe, 
He, whom but fromacoldthey have brought toa quotidianAgue, without them fhould 
havehad acontinuall feaver. They muft needes thrive in their bu fneffe, finctallsisredownd to 
sheir profit. Truely they have reafonto require of che pacient an application of favourable 
confidence in then:which muft neceflarily bein good carneft,and yeelding to apply itfelf 
unto imaginations,over-hardly to be believed, P/ato {aid very well andto:he purpole,that 


freely to lie belonged onely ta Phyfitions {ince our health dependeth ontheir vanitie and falfee 


hood of promifes, e&/opean author of exceeding rare excellence, and whofe graces few 
difcover,is very pleafant in reprefenting this kinde of tyrannical authority unto us; which 
chey ufurpeupon poore foules, weakned by fickenes, and overwhelmed through feare + 
for he reporteth,how a ficke man being demaunded by his Phyficion, what operation he 
felt by the Phyficke he had given him.I have fweatemuch,angw ered he,thatis good, repli 
edthe Phyfition. Another time he asked him agaime how he had donefince: Ihave had a 
great cold and quivered much,faid he:that is very well,quoth the Phyfition againe, The 
third time he demaunded of him, how he felehimfelfe: he anfwered, | {welland puffe u 

as it were with the dropfie:.T hat’s not amifle, faid the phylitian. A familiar friend of his 
comming afterward to vifire him,and to know how hge dig? Verily( {aid he he)my icendt 
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from death to life? 


Nam pater omsnipoters aliqnewm indignatus ab umbris; Virgie a7; 

Mortalem wnfernis,ad lumina furgere Vite 770. 

Tpferepertorcm medicine talis,ce artis 

Fulisne Phabigenam fygias detrufit ad undase 

Jove {¢orning that from fhades infernall night, 

Amortall man fhould rife to lifes new light, 

Apolloes fonne to hell he thunder-threw, 

Who fuch an arte found out, fuch med’cine knew, 
umd bis followers muff be abfolued, that fend (o many foules frova fe todeath ? A phyGiion boa- 
{ted unto Nicacles,chat his Arce was of exceeding great authority, Ieis true(quoth Nicocles) 
for,it may killfo many people without feare of punifhment by Law, Asfor the reft,had I 
beene of their counfell,I would furely have made my difcipline more faered & myfterious. 
They had begunne very well,bur the end hath not anfwered the beginning,It wasagood 
ground,to have made Gods and Deemons Authors of their Science,to have affumed a pe- 
culiar Janguage and writing tothemfelves, Howbejt philofophy fuppofech it to be folly to 
perlwade aman to his profitsby wayes not underftood: Ut (6 quis medicus imperet ut {umat: 
As sf aPhyfiticm fonla bid aman take. 

Terrigenam herbigradam,dowsgportam,fanguine calfam, 

One carth-borne,goc-by-gratfe,houfe-bearing, flimie, bloodleffe. 

It wasa good rule in their aree,and which accompanieth all fanacicall, vaine, and fuper- 

naturall artes,that the patients belicfe muft by good hope and affurance preechupate their effect and 
eperation. Which ule they hold fo farre forth , that che moft ignorance and bungling horfe- 
leach is fitter for a manthat hath confidence in him, than the skilfulleft and learnedft phy- 
fition. The very choyce of moft of their Drugges,is fomewhat myfterious and divine, The 
deft foote of a Tortoyxe , The ftale of #Lizard; The dongue of an Elephaut;T he liver of a Afole, 
Blood dravwne from under the right wing of awhite Pigeons Arid for us who are troubled with 
the ftone-cholike (fo difdainfully abufe they our mifery) Some Rattes pounded to fmsall pow- 
der;and fuch other foolifh trafh, which rather feemeto be magike-{pells or charmes, than 
effedts of any folide {cience, ]omit to fpeake of The odde number of their pilles 5 The defti- 
yation of certaine dayes and feaftes of the yeare 5 The distinttion of bouresto gather the fimples of 
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their ingredients 5 And.the fame rewbarbative and feverely-grave lookeof theirs , and of their 
port and countenance ; Which Péinie himtelfe mocketh at, But, asl wasaboutto fay they 
have failed, forfomuch as they have not added this to their faite beginning, to make their 
affemblies more religious,and their confultations more fecret.No profane man fhould have 
acceffe unto them,no more than tothe fecret ceremonies of e£{culapius. By which meanes 
it commeth to pafle, chat their irrefolution, the weakenetle of their arguments, divinations 
and grounds,the fharpenefle of their conteftations full of hatred, of jealoufle and particu 
lar confiderations,being apparant to ail men;a man muft needes be ftarke blinde, if he who 
fallech into their hands, {ee not himfelfe greatly endangered, whoever (aw Phy/ition ufe bis 
fellowes receipt, without dimsinifhing or adding fomewhat unto it;W hereby they greatly betraie 
their Arre;And make us perceive,they rather refpect their reputation, and confequently 
their profic,than the well-fare or interefts of their patients. Heis the wifeft amongft their 
Dodtors,who hath long fince preferibed them that onealone fhould meddle to curea ficke 
man ; for, if it profper noc with him,and he dono good, the reproch will not begreat to 
the Arte of phyficke,through the fault of one man alone;and on the other fide, ifit thrive 
Well with him, the Glorie fhal be the grearer.W hereas if they bemany, every hand-while 
they difcovertheir myfterie,becaufe T hey oftner happen to doe sl than weil, They fhould have 
beene content with p 
principall Maftérs and chiefe Authors of their Science, knowne but by fuch as are conver 
fant in Bookes, without making apparent fhewof the controverfies, and inconftancies of 
sheir judgement, which they foiter and continue amongtt themfelves. Will wee have an 
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he perperuall dif-agreeing which is ever found in the opinions of the 
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example of the ancient debate of Phyficke ? Hérophils placeth the original caufe of ficke 
neffeinthe humours: Erafffratus, inthe blood of the Arteries : e4/clepiades >in the in» 
vifible Atomes thar pafleinto our pores : A/cmeon:in the abundance or defence of corpo» 
rall forces: Déoc/es, inthe inequality of the bodies elements, and in the quality of the aire, 
weebreathe : Strato, inthe abundance, cruditie and corruption of the nourifhment wee 
take: Hipocrates doth place it inthe {pirits. There isa friend of theirs, whom they know bete 
ter than J,whoto this purpofe crieth our;that the moft important {cience in ufe atmongft as 
(as that which hath charge of our health and prefervation)is by il hap,the moft uncertaine, 
the moft confufed, and moft agitated with infinite changes. There is no great danger to 
miftake the height of the Sunne,or miffe-reckon the fraétion of fome A ftronomical fuppu- 
ration; but herein,whereon our being & chiefe free-hold doth wholly depend, it jsno wife. 
dome to abandon our felves to the mercy of the agitation of fo manifold contrary windes, 
Before the Peloponefian war, there was no great newes of this {cience. Hipocrates brought 
it intocredire. Whatfeever he eftablithed, Chry/ippus overthrew. Afterward Era/itratus 
Grand-Childeto Ariftotle, re-enverft what ever Chryfippus had written of it. After thefe, 
ftart upthe Emperikes, who concerning the managing of this Arce,tooke a new courfe,al- 
together different from thofe ancient fathers. And whentheir credit began to growe ftales 
Hyrophilus brought another kinde of phyficke into ufe, which A(c/epiades when his turne 
_ came, impugned,and inthe end fubverted, Thencame the opinions of J hemifon tobce in 
great authority, then thofe of A4s/a, and afterward chofe of ¥etins Valens, afamous Phy« 
fiction, by reafon of the acquaintance hehad with AZeffalina. During the time of Nero, the 
foveraigntie of phifick fel to the hands of T he(fa/es, who abolifhed and condemened what. 
foever had been held of ic before his time. This mgns Doétrine was afterward wholly over- 
throwne by Crinas of Mar/feille, who anew revived and framed, that all men fhoulddi- 
rect and rule medicinable operations to the Ephemerides and motions of the ftarres, to eate, 
to drinke, to fleepe at what houre it fhould pleafe Luna and Adercurie, His authority was 
foone afterfupplanted by (barins a Phyfition of the fame towne of Afarfeides, who not 
onely impugned ancient phyficke,butalfo che ufe of warme and publike bathes, which had 
beene accuftomed to many ages before. Hee caufed men to bee bathed in cold Water ; yea, 
were icin the deepe of winter he plunged and dived fitke men into therunning ftreame of 
Rivers, Vnntill P4nses time no Romane had ever dained to exercife the arte of phyficke,but 
was ever ufed by ftrangers and Greecians, asatthis daie itisuledin France by Latinizers. 
For,as a famous phyficion faith we doe not eafily admit and allow chat phyficke,which wee 
underftand, nor thofe Drugs we gather our felves. ' If chofe nations from whom weehave 
the Wood Gaiacum,the Salfaparesie,and the Wood De(qxine, haveany phyfition amongft 
them, how much thinke we by the fame commendation of the ftrangenefle, rareneffe and 
dearth, they will rejoyceat our coleworts and parfly ? For, whodarech contemne things 
fought and fetcht fo farre-off with the hazard of fo long and dangerous a percegrinatié ‘fince 
ehefe auncient mutations of phyficke,there have beene infinite others,that have continued 
untoour dayes,and moft often entire and univerfall mutations;as are thofe which Paracels 
fits, Fioravanti and Argenterius have produced:for(as it istold me)they do not only change 
a receipt,but alfo the whole contexture and policie of phyfickes whole body,accufing fuch 
as hitherto have made profeflion thereof,of ignorance and coufinage, Now I leave to your 
imagination, in what plight the poore patient findech himfelfe.If we could but be aflured, 
when they miftake themfelves, their phyfick would do us no harme,although not proficus, 
It wore arcafonable compofition, for aman to hazard bimfelfe to get fome good, fo he endangered 
not bimfelfe to lofe by it . e/£fope reporteth this ftorie ; that one who had bought a Moores 
flave,fuppofing his blacke hew had comeunto him by fome ftrangeaccident, orill ufage of 
his former Matter, with great diligence caufed him to bemedicined with divers bathes and 
fundry potions: Ir fortuned the Moore did no whit mend or change his {warthy comple- 
xion,but loft his former health, How oftencommeth itto palfe, and how many times (ee we phys 
JSitions charge one another with their patients death, | remember a popular fickenetle, which 
fome yeares fince, greatly troubled the townes about mee,very mortall and dangcroussthe 
rage whereof being over-paft,which had carried away aninfinitenumber of perfons : One 
of the moft famous phyfitfonsin all the country ,publifhed a booke,concerning that difcafe 
wherein he advifeth himfelfe, that they had done amifle coule phlebotomy, & confe(feth, 
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thors hold,chat rbere is no kinde of Phyficke,bat hath fame hurtful! part inits And if thofe thac 
fir our rurne,doe in forme fort harme us;what muft thofe doe,which are given us to noput- 
pofe,and our of feafon? Asforme; if nothing elfe belonged thereunco; I deeme it a matter 
very dangerous,and of great prejudice for iim who loathes thetafte, or abhorres the {mel 
of a potion, ro {wallow it at fo unconvenient houres,and fo mich againft his hearr, And I 
thinke it much diftempereth a ficke man,namely in a {eafon he hath fo much neede of reft. 
Befides,confider burthe occafions,on which they ordinarily ground the caufe of our ficke- 
nefTes; they are fo light and delicates as thence I argue, That a very fmall error sn compounds 
ing of their Drugges, may occafion ws ranch detriment, Now if the miftaking in a Phyfition be 
dangerous, it is very ill tor uszfor ic is hardif hefallnoc often into ic. He bath neede of many 
parts, divers confiderations and feverall circumftances to proportion bis deffeigne juftly. He onght ta 
know the ficke mans complexion,bis temper, bis humours, bis inclinations, hts attions, his shonghts 
and his imaginations. He muff be alfured of externall circumfancess of the mature of the places thé 
condition of the airesthe quality of the weathersthe fitwation of the planets, and their safluences, In 
fickenes, he ought to be acquasnted with the caufes, with the fignes, with the affettions and critical 
daies: Indrugges he frould undertandtheir weight,thetr vertue and chesr operation,the country ,the 
figure, the age,the difpenfation, In all thefe parts,he muft know how to proportion and referre 
them one unto another;thereby to beget aperfeét Symmetric or due proportion of each 
part:wherein if he mitle never fo liccle,or if amongtt fo many wheeles and {everal motions; 
the leaft be out of cune or temper;it is enough to marre all; 
God knowes how hard the knowledge of moft of thefe parts is: As for example how shall 
he finde out the proper figne of the diféafe, every malady being capable of an infinite num- 
ber of fignes: How many debates, doubts and controverfies have they amongft chemfelves 
about the interpretations of Vrine? Otherwife whence fliould chat continuall altercation 
come we fee amongft them,abouc the knowledge of the difeafe? How fhould weexcufe this 
fault, wherein they fall fo often,to take a Martin for a Fox? In thofe difeafes I have had (fo 
they admitred any difficulty)I could never yet findethree agreeing in one opinion. I more 
willingly note ex4ples that concerne my felfe.A Gentleman in Paris was not long/fince cut 
off the ftone by the appointment of Phyfitions, in whofe bladerthey found no more ftone,' 
then in his hand: Where alfoa Bithop,who was my very good friend , had by his Phifitions 
been carneftly follicited to be cut;and my felfe,becaufe they were of his counfell,upon their 
¢vords,aided to perfwade him toit;who being deceafed and opened,it was found, hehad no 
infirmity but in his reines.T hey are leffe excufable in this difeafe,forfomuch as itis in fome 
fort palpable, Whereby I judge the arte of Chirurgery much more certaine;Forit feeth and 
handleth what it doth:and therein is le{Te conjecture and divination, Wheteas Phifitions 
haveno /peculum matricis,to difcover our braincjour lungssand our liver unto them, The ves 
wry promifes of Phificke are incredible, For being to providefor divers and contrary aceidénts, 
which often trouble us togethergand with a kinde of neceffary relation one unte anothers 
asthe heate of the liver,and the cold of the ftomacke, they will perfwadeus,that with their 
ingredients, this one thall warme the ftomacke,and this other coolethe Jiyersthe one hath 
charge to goe dirc&lly tothe reynes,yeacven to the bladder, without enftalling his opera 
sion any whereelfe,and by reafon of it’s feeret propriety , keeping his force and vertuc , all 
shat long way , and fo full of ftops or lets,untill it come to the place , to whofefervice it it 
deftinated, Another fhali driethe braine , and another moiften the lungs, Of all this hotchs: 
por having compofed a mixture or potion, # it nota kinde of ravings to bepe theer feverall vera’ 
pues (hall divide andfeparatethemfelves from out fuch aconfufion or commixture , te runtofo dis 
wers'charges ? I fhould greatly fearethey would loefe or change their tickets and trouble 


their quarters. And who can imagine,that in this liquid confufion,thefe faculti¢s Benot core | 


rupted,confounded and alter one ariother? Whatéthat the execution of this ordinance de- 
pends from another officer, to whofe truft and mercy we mutt once more forfake our lives? 
As we havedoublet and hofe-makers to make our cloths,andare fo much the better fitted, 
in asmuchaseach medieth with hisowne trade,and fuch have cheir occupation more ftri- 
étly limited , then a Tailer thac will make all. And as for our neceflary foode , fome of ovr 
great Lords,for their more commodity and eafe have feverall cookes.as forme only to drefie 
if one Cooke alone would fupply 


poyled meares,and fome to roftc,others to bake,whereas 
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all three in generall he could never doe it fo exaétly. In like fort for the curing of all difea- 
fes,the Egyptians had reafon torejeét this generall myfterie of Phyfitians, and to funder 
this profeffion for every malady,allotting each part of the body his difting workman.Fors 
euery particular part was thereby more properly attended, and letle confufediy governed; 
and forfomuch as they regarded but the fame elpecially, Our Phyfitians never remember, 
that be who will provide for all » proviaeth for nothing ; and that the totall and {ummarie policy 
of this litcle world,is unto them undigeftible. Whulft they fearedto ftop the courfe of a bloos 
dy flux,becaufe he fhold not falintoan ague,they killed mea friend of mine who was more 
worth then all the rabble of themsyca were they as many more. They ballancecheir divina- 
tions of fucure things, with prefenc evils , and becaufe they will wot curethe braine in pretndice 
of the fpomacke they offend the fromacke ana empaire the braine,and all by their (editions e& tumultna 
ary drugs.Concerning the variety and weaknes of the reafons of this Art,it is more apparent 
then in any other Art, Aperitive things are good for a man thats troubled with the collike 
becaufe,that openiug and dilating the paflages,they addre(fe this flimy matter wh creof the 
gravel and ftone is ingendred,and fo conuay downeward whatfoever beginneth to harden 
andjpetrifie in the rcines:Aperitive things are dangerous for aman thats troubled with the 
collick,becaufe that opening and dilating the paflages,they addre(Ye towards the reines,the 
matter engendring gravell,which by reafon of the propenfions they have with it,cafily {ei- 
zing on the fame,muft by confequence ftay great {tore of that, which is convaied untothem. 
Moroever,if by chance it fortune to meet with a body,fomewhat more groffe then it ought 
to be,to pafle all thofe ftrait rurnings, which to expel the fame they muft glide thorow;that 
body being moved by thofe folublethings , and caftin thofe ftrait chanels, and commin 
to ftop them, it-will doubricife haften a certaine and moft dolorous death. They havea like 
conftancy about the counfels they giueus, touching the regiment of our life. tis good to 
make water often;for by experiéce we fee,thar permitting the fame idlely to ly ftill, we giue 
it leifare to difchargeit felfe of her lees and excrements,which may ferve to breed the ftone 
in the bladder: It isgood to make water but feldome, for the weighty dregs it drawes with 
it,are not eafily caried away, except by violence : as by experience is feene ‘in a torrent that 
runneth very {wift,which {weeperh 8 clenfeth che place through which he paffeth, much 
more then doth a flowegliding ftreame, Likewifeit is good to have often copulation with 
women ; for that openech the paffages,and convaieth the gravell away : Ic is alfo hurtful}; 
for it heateth, wearieth, and weakneth thereines, It is good for one to bathe himfelfe in 
warme water;forfomuch as that loofeth and moiftneth the places where the gravel & ftone 
- durketh: eis alfo bad ; becaufe chis application of externall heat helpeth the reines to con- 
coét,toharden and petrifie the matter difpofed unto it. Tofuch as are at the bathes, it is 
more healchfull to eat but little at night,that che water they are to drink the next morning, 
finding the ftomacke empty,and without any obftacle,it may worke the greater operations 
on the other fide, ic is betterto eat buta little at dinner, left 2 man might hinder the operas 
tion of the water , which is not yet perfeéty & nor tocharge the ftomacke fo fuddenly, after 
this other travell,& leave the office of digefting unto the night, which can better do it then 
the day;the body & {pirit being then in continual motion and aétion.Loc heere how they 
inall their difcourfes juggle,dally,& trifle ac ous charge, and are never ableco bring mee a 
propofition, but I can prefently frame another tothe contrary of like force & confequence. 
Let them then no longer raile againft thofe who in any ficknes , {uffer them{elves gently to 
be direéted by cheir owne appetite,and by the counfell of nature; &whoremit themfelves 
to common fortune. I have by occafion of my travels feene almoft all che famous Bathes of 
Chriftendome, & fome yeersfince have begun toufethem : For , in generall] deeme bathe 
ing to be very good and healthy, & I am perfwaded,we incurreno {mall incommoditesin 
our health, by having negleéted & loft this cuftome,which in former times were generally 
obferved very necre amongftall Natiés,and is yee with divers at chis time to wafh their bo- 
dies every day:And I cannot imagine but chat we are much the worfe with keeping our bo- 
dies all overecrufted,and our pores ftopt with greafe and filth. Andtouching the drinking 
of them, forcune hath firft made it to agree very well wich my rafte : fecondly it is naturall 
and fimple;and chough vaine, nothing dangerous:whereof this infinity of people of al fores 
and complexions,and of all nations that come to them , doth warrant mee. And alchough 
Thaveas yet found no extraordinary good or wondrous cffeét in them, bue rather having 


Mi 


Chap.3 7. | The fecond Booke. 


4omewhat curionfly examined the matter,I findeall the reports of fuch operations, which 
in fuch places are reported,and of many believed,to be falfe and fabulous. Soeafly doth rhe 
world deceive it felfe, namely in things tt aefireth, or fame would bave come topalfe. Yerhavef 
feene but few or none at al,whom thefe waters have made worfesand no man can without 
malice denie, but that they ftirre up a mans appetite,make cafiedigeftion, & « xcept a man 
gocetothem overweake and faint(which I would have none doe)they will addea kinde of 
new mirth unco him. They have not the power to raife men from defperate difeales. They 
may ftay fome light accident , or prevent the threats of fome alteration. Whofoever od 
ethrothem, andrefolvethnottobe merry, that fo hemay enjoy the pleafure of the good 
company reforts tO them,and of the pleafanc walks or exereifes, which the be iuty of thofe 
places, where bathes are commonly {eated, doth affoord and delight men withall ; he with- 
out doubt lofeth the bercer part and moft aflured of their effet. And therefore have I hi- 
therto chofen to ftay my felfe and make ufe of thofe,where I found the pleafure of the {citu- 
ation moft delightfome, moft conveniencie of lodging, of victuals andcompany, as are in 
France the bathes of Banieres;sthofe of Plombieres, on the frontiers of Germany and Loraines 
thofe of Baden in Switzerland ; thofe of Luca in Tu/eanse;and efpecially thefe of Dela villa; 
which I have ufed moft often and at divers feafons of the yeare. Every nation hath fome 
particular opinion concerning their ufe,and feverall lawes and formes howto ufe them,and 
all different; And as I have found by experience the cffedt in 2 manner all one. in Germanie 
they never ufe ro drinke of the waters;but bathe themfeives for all difeafes,and wii lie pad- 
ling inthem, almoft from Sunne ro Sunne, In Ztalie if they drinke nine dayes of the water, 
they wath themfelves other thirtie dayes with it, And commonly they drinke it mixe with 
other drugges , thereby to helpethe operation. Here our Phyficions appoint vs when wee 
haye drunke to walke vpon it,that fo wee may helpe to digeftit : There, fo foone as they 
have drunke,they make them lie a bed, untill they have voyded the fame out againe,conti- 
nually warming their ftomack & feete with warme clothes, All che Germanes whileit they 
lie inthe water,doe particularly afe cupping glafles,and f{carifications: And the Italians ufe 
their Doccie, which are certaine fpowts running with warme waters, convayed from the 
bathes-ipring in leaden pipes, where, for the {pace of a month, they let it fpout upon their 
heads, upon their ftomacke,or upon any other part of the bodie, according as neede requis 
reth, one houre ithe forenoone, andaslongintheafternoone. There areinfinir o-her 
differences of cuftomes in every countrey:or tofay better, there is almoft norefemblances 
betweene one and other,S¢e how this part of Phyficke,by which alone I have fuffered my 
felfe to be carried away,which though it be leaft artificiall,yet hath the the fhare of the cons 
fufion and uncertainty, feene in all other parts and every where of this arte. Poets may fay 
what they lift, andwith more emphafis and grace: witnefle thefe two Epigrammes, 


Alcon befterno fignum Iovis attigtt. Ile Luril. 
uaAmis marmorens Vim Datitur medics, Aufa 


Ecce hodie jus transfervi ex ade wetnfta, 
Effertur,quamvis fit Dens atque lapis. 

Alcon \ook’e yefter-day on carved Jove. 
Jove,though of Marble, feeles the leeches force, 

From his old Church to day made toremoove, 


Though God and Stone, hee’s carried like a coarfe, f 
Andthe other: 4 
Lotus nobifcum eft hilarss,canavit & sdems, 
Inventas mane eft izortums Androgoras. Maitil, 6. efe 
Tam [ubite mortis canfam F auftinerequsris ? 53. 


In fomnss modicum viderat Herrmocratem, 
eAndrogoras in health bath'd over night with us, 
And merry fupt,burin the morne ftarke dead was found, 
OF his fo fuddendeath,the caule thall I difcuffe, 
Hermocrates the Leech hefaw in fleepe unfound, 

Vpon which I willtell you two pretty ftories, The Baron of (aupene in Chaloffe and I, 
have both in common theright of the patronage of a benefice, which is of a very large pre- 
cinét, ficuated at the feet of onr Mountaines named Lehontan. Icis with the —— of 
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that corner,asit is faid to be with thofe of the valley of Angrengne, They lead a kind of pe: 
culiar lifestheir attire, and their cuftomes apart and feverall, They were direQed and goe 
verned by certaine particular policies and cuftomes, received by tradition from Fatherto 
Child: Whereto, without other Lawes or Compulfion, except the reverence and awe of 
their cuftome and ufe,they awefully tie and bound themfelvesy This perty ftate had from 
all antiquity continued in fo happy a condition,that no neighbouring fevere judge had ex 
ver beene troubled to enquire of their life and affaires, nor was ever Atturny or Pety-fog- 
ging Lawyer called for, to give them advife or counfell; nor ftranger fought unto to deter- 
mine their quarrels or decide their contentions;neither were ever beggers feen among thé, 
They alwaiesavoyded commerce and fhunned alliances withthe other World , left they 
fhould alter the purity of their orders and policy; untill fuch time (as they fay) that onea- 
mong them, in their fathers daies,having a minde puft up with a noble ambition, to brin 
his nameand creditin reputation, deviledto make one of his Children Sir Joba Lacke- 
Zatine, or Matter Peter-ax-Oake: And having made him learne to write in fome neighbour 
Towne not farre off,at laft procured him to be a country Notary, or Petty-fogging Clark. 
This fellow having gotten fome. pelfe and become great, beganto difdaine their ancient 
cuftomes, and put the pompe and ftatelines of our higher regions into their heads, It fore 
cuned thata chiefe Goflip of his had a Goate difhorned, whom he fo importunately folici- 
ced to luc the Trefpafler,and demand law and right at the Iufticers hands,that dwelt there- 
abouts; And fo never ceafing to fow {edition and breed fuires amongft his neighbours, 
he never left till he had confounded and marred all, After this corruption or intrufion 
oflaw (they fay) there enfued prefently another mifchiefe of worfe confequence, by 
sneanes of a Quacke-falver, or Empitike Phyfition that dwelc amongft them, who would 
needes be marricd to onc of their daugheers,and fo endenizon and {etele himfelfe amongft 
them. 

This gallant began firft co teach and inftrudt chem iti the names of agewes,rheumes and 
impoftumes;then the {cituation of the hearr,of the liver and other intraifes: A Science un- 
till chen never known or heard of among them. And in ftead of garlike, wherewith they 
had learned to expeil, and were Wont to cure all difeafessjof what qualitie and how dange- 
cous foever they were, he induced and inured thé, were it but for a cough or cold, totake 
ftrange compofitions and potions : And thus beganne to trafficke not only their healeh, 
but alfo their deaths. They fweare, that even from that time,they have apparantly percei- 
ved, thac the evening Seteine or night-calme bred the head-ach and blaffed them 5 that to 
‘dtinke being hot or ina fweat empaired theirhealths ; chat Autumne windes were more 
unwholefeme and dangerous, then thofe of the {pring-time -- And that fince his flibber- 
{awees, potions and phyficke came firft in ufesthey finde themfclves molefted and diftems 
pered with Legions of unaccuftomed maladies and unknowne difeafes ; and plainly feele 
and fenfibly perceive a generall weakenetfe and declination in their antient vigor;and that 
their lives are nothing folong, as before they were. Loc here the firft of my tales, The 
other is,that before I was troubled with the ftone-chollicke and gravellin the bladder, 
hearing divers make efpeciall account of ahee-goates blood , as a heavenly (Manna fent 

in thefe latter ages for the goodand prefervation of mans life : and hearing men of good 
underftanding {peake of it, as ofan admirable and much-good-working drugge,and ofan | 
infallible operation: I,who have ever thought my felfe fubic& co all accidents, thatmay in 
any fort fall on man,being yet in perfect health, began to take pleafure to providemy felfe 
of thismyracle, and forthwith gave order (according to the receipt)ro havea Buck-goate 
gotten,and carefully fed in mine owne houfe.For the blood muft be drawne from himin ) 
the hotteft month of Summer,and he muft onely be fed with foluble hearbes, and drincke 
nothing but White-wine, It was my fortune to come to mine ownc houfe the very fame 
day the Goate fhould be killed; where fome of my people came in hafte totell me, that my 
Cooke found two or three great bowles inhis paunch, whichin his maw amongit his 
meat fhocked one againft another, Iwas fo curious as J wouldneedes have all his gar- 
bage brought before me;the thicke and large skinne whergof Lcaufed to be opened, out of 
which came three great lumps oF bodies, as light as any fpunge, fo framedas they feemed 
co be hollow, yet outwardly hard and very firme,bemotled with divers deadand wannifh 
colours: The one perfectly as roundas any bowle,the other two fomewhat Icifer,and not 
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fo round, yet feemed to grow cowards it.I have found(afrer | had made diligerit inquiry 2- 
mong fuch as were wont (0 open fuch beafts) chat it was a feld-feene and unheard of acci- 
dent. Ic is very likely chey were fuch ftoncs as ours Be,ahd cozenegermanes to th em which 
if it be, it is bue vaine fot fuchas be troubled with the ftone or gravell to hope to be cured; 
by meanes of a beafts blood, chat was drawing neere unto death, and fuffered the fame di- 
feale,For,to aleadge the blood cannot participateof that contagion,and doth no whie ther- 
by alter his accuftomed Vertue , it may rather be inferred that nothing ingendereth ina 
body, but by confent and communication of allthe parts. The whole matle doth worke 4 
and the whole frame agitate alrogethcr,alchough one part,according to the diverfitie of o- 
perations,doch coftribute more or le(fe chan another;whereby it manifeftly appeareth,thac 
in all parts of this bucke-goate,there was forme grettie or petrificant qualitie. It wasnot fo 
imuch for feare of any fucure chaunce, or in regard of my felfe, thar I was fo curiotis of this 
experiments as in refpeét, that as well in mine owne houfe,as clfe- were in fundry other pla- 
ces,it commeth to paflesthar many women do often gather and lay upin ftore, divers fuch 
kindes of flight druggsto help theirneighbours, and other people with them, in time of 
neceflitie; applying one fame remedieto an hundred feverall difeafes : yea many times fuch 
asthey would be very loath to take themfelves; with which they often have ood lucke, 
and well thrives it with them.As for me I honour Phyfitions,not according to Fe coemon~ 
receiv’d rule,for neceflitie fake (for to this paffage another of the Prophets may be aleaged 
who reprooved King Afa, becaufe he had recourfe unto Phy fictions (but rather for love I 
beare unto themfelves;having feene fome,and knowne diver{e honeft men amongft them, 
and worthy all love and efteeme, Jt is not thems I blame, but their Arte; yct doc I not greatly 
condemne them for fecking to profit by our foolifhneffe( for moft men do fo) & it isa thing 
common toall worldlings. Diver/e profeffions and many vocations, both more and leffe worthie 
than theirs, /ubfift and are grounded onely upon publike abufes and pepular errour$. 1 fend for 
them when I am ficke;if chey may conveniently be found ; and lovee be entertained by 
them,rewarding themas other men doe.] give them authority to enjoyne me to keepemy 
fee warme, if I love it better fo than otherwife. They may chufe, be it cither leekes or let- 
tuce,what my broth fhall be made withall,and appoint me either white or claret to drink s 
and fo of other things elfegindifferentto my tafte, humout or cuftome.I know well it is no= 
thing to them, foriomuch as Sharpene[fe and Strangene[fe are accidents of phyfickes proper ¢/» 
fence, Lycurgus allowed and appoynted the ficke men ot Sparta to drinke wine. Why did he 
{o? Becaufe being in health they hated theuleofit. Evenas aGentleman who dwelleh 
hot farre from me,ufech wine as a foveraigne remedic againft agews, becaufe being in pers 
feet health,he hateth the tafte thereofas death. How many of them feewe to be of my hu- 
gnour?T hat is, to difdaine all Phyficke for their owne behoofe,and live a kinde of formall 
free life,and altogether contrary to chat, which they prefcribe to others ? And whatistharg 
but amanifeft abufing of our fimplicitie? For , they hold their life as deare , and efteeme 
their healch as precious as wee do ours,and would apply their effeéts to their skill, ifchem- 
felves knew not the uncertainty and falfehood of it.Icis the feare of paineanddeath ; the 
impatience of the difeafe and gricfesand indifcreet defire & headlong thirft of health, thae 
{o blindeth them,and us.Icis meere fainenes that makes our conceit:and pufillanimitie for- 
ceth our credulitic,to be fo yeelding and pliable. The greater pare of whom doe notwith+ 
ftanding not beleeve fo much, as they endure and fuffer of others: For I hearethemcom~ 

laine,and fpeake of it no otherwife than we doe. Yet inthe end are they refolved, What 
fhould I doe then? Asif impatience were in ic felfe a betcer remedie than patience. Is there 
any of them, that hath yeelded to this miferable fubje@tion, that doth not likewife ycelde 
to all maner of impoftures? or dooth not fubjeé himfelfe to the mercie of whomfoever hath 
the impudencic to promife him recoveric,and warrant him health? 

The Babilonians were wont to carry their ficke people, into the open ftreetes # the come 
mon fort were there phyfitions: qhere all fich as paffed by were by humanitie and civilis 
tie to enquire of their ftate and maladie,and according to their skill or experience, give thé 
fome found advife and good counfell.We differ not greatly from them: Thereis no poore 
Woman fo fimple, whofe mumbling and muttering ; whofe [libber-flabbers and drenches 
we doe not employ, And as for mec, were I to buy any medicine, I would rather fpend 
my money in this kinde of Phyficke,than in any orhersbecaufe therein is no danger or hurt 
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tobe feared. What Hemer and Plato {aid of the A. gy ptians, chat they were all Phyfitions 


may well be(aid of all people. There is neither Man nor Woman, that vanteth not himfelfe 
to have fome receipt or other; and doth not hazard the fame upon his neighbour, if he wil! 
but give credite unco him. 
I was not long fince in a company, where I wot not who of my fraternity brought newes 
ofa kinde of pilles , by true accompt, compofed of a hundered and odde feverall ingredi- 
ents ; Whereat we laughed very heartily , and made our felves good {port : For , what 
rocke fo hard wereableto refift the fhocke , or withftand the force of fo thicke and nume- 
rous a battery?l vnderftand nevertheleffe , of fuch as rooke of them, that the leaft graine of 
gravell daincd not to ftirre at all. I cannot fo foone give over writing of this fubjcdt, but I 
muft needs fay a word or two,coneerning the experience they have made of their prefcrip- 
tions , which they would have us take asa warantice or a{furance of the certainty of their 
drugges and potions. The greateft number , and as I deeme , more thanthe two thirds of 
medicinable vertues, confift in the quinteflence or {ecret propriety of fimples, whereof wee 
can have no other inftru€tion but vie and cuftome. For, Quintelfence is no other thing than 
agquality, whereof wee cannot with our reafon finde ont thecaufe. In {uch trialslor experiments, 
chofe which they affirme to have acquired by the infpiration of fome Demon, Iam con- 
tented co receive and allow of them( for,touching myracles,I meddle not with them)or be 
at che experiments drawne from things, which tor other refpeéts fall often in vfe with us: 
As if in Wooll, wherewith we wont to cloth our felves , fome fecret exficcating or drying 
quality,have by accident beene found, that curcth kibes or chilblaines in the heeles;& if in 
reddifhes, we cat for nourifhment, fome opening or aperitive operation have beene difco- 
vered, Galenreporteth , that a Leprous man chanced to be cured , by meanes of a Cuppe 
of Wine he had drunke, forfomuch asa Viper was by fortune fallen.into the Wine caske. 
Tu which example we finde the meane, and a very likely direftory co this experience. As . 
alfo in thofe,to which Phyfitions affirme, to have beene addrefled by the examples of (ome 
beafts. Buc in moft of other experiences, to which they fay they came by fortune, and had 
no other guide bue hazard , I finde the progreffe of this information incredible, I imagine 
man, heedfully viewing about him the infinite number of things,creatures, plants and mete 
tals.I wot not where to make him beginne his Eflay ; And fuppofe he caft his firft fantafie 
upon an Elkes-Horne, to which an eafie and gentle credulity muft be giuen ; he will be as 
farre to feeke, and as much troubled in his {eeond operation : So, many difeafes and feye- 
rall (circumftances are propofed unto him, that ibeforehee come tothe certainty of this 
point, unto which the perfeétion of his experience fhould arrive,mans wit fhall be to feeke, 
and not know where toturne himfelfe, Andbefore ( amiddeft chisinfinity of things )_hee 
finde out what this Horne is: Amongft the numberleffe difeafes that are, what an Epilepfie 
is ; the fundry and manifolde complexions in a melancholy man; So many feafons in 
Winter : So diverfe Nations amongft French-men ; So many ages in age; So diverfe 
cocleftiall changes and alterations, in the conjunétion of Venus and Satarne;So feverall and 
many partes in amans body, nay in one of his fingers. To all which being neither guided 
by argument , nor by conjeéture , nor by example , or divine in{piration , but by the onts 
ly motion of fortune ; it were moft neceffary , it fhould be by a perfeétly artificial, well-or- 
‘dred, and methodicall fortune. Moreover, {uppofe the difeafe thorowly cured , how fhall 
hereftaflured , but that cither the evill was come to his utmoft period, or thatan ef 
fett of the hazard, caufed the fame health ? Or the operation of fome other thing , which 
that day he had either eaten, drunke or touched ? or whether it were by the merite of his 
Grand-mothers prayers 2 Befides , fuppofe this experiment to have beene perfe&, how 
many times was it applied and begun a new; And how often was this long and tedious web 
of fortunes and encounters woven over sgaine,before a certaine rule might be concluded? 
And being concluded, by whom is it I pray yon? Among/t fo many millions of men,you fhall 
Scarfe meete with three or foure , that will dnely obferwe , and carcfully keepe a Regifter of thetr ex 
periments ; thall it be your, or his happe, to light trucly , or hie jaftwith one of them 
three or foure?W hat if another man?Nay what if a hundred other memhave had and made 
contrary experiments,6¢-cleane oppofite conclufions,and yet have forted well ? We fhould 
peradventure difcertie {ome fhew of light, if all che judgements and confulcations of men 
were knowne unto us, But That three Witne es and shreeDottors feall {way all mankind, there 
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% no reafon,\t were requilice,humane nature had appointed and made fpeciall choife of thé 
and that by expreffe procuration and letter of ateurny they were by her declared our Iudges 
and deputed our Atturnics. 


To my Lady of Duras. 


Adame, the laft time it pleafed you to come and vifite me, you found me upon this 
point.And becaufe it may be, thefe toyes of mine may happily cometo your hands: 
Twould have them witneffe, cheir author reputeth himfelfe highly honoured, forthe fa- 
yours it fhall pleafe you to thew them. Wherein you fhall difcerne the very fame demeanor 
and felfeecountenance,you have feene in his converfaton. And could I have affumed unto 
my felfe any other fafhion, than mine owne accuftomed, or more honourable and better 
forme,[ would not have done it: For,al I feeke to reape by my writings, is,chey will natu 
rally reprefent and to the life, pourtray me to your remembrances The very fame conditi- 
ons and faculties, it pleafed your Lady- hip to frequent and receive, with much morehonor 
and curtefic,than they any way deferve, I will place and reduce (but withouralteration & 
change)intoa folide body, which may happily continue fome dayes and yearesafter mee 
Where, when foever it fhall pleafe you to refrefh yout memory withthem, you may eafily 
finde them,withoutcalling them to remembranceswhich they {carfely deferve.I would en- 
treate you to continue the favour of your Friend-fhip towardsme, by che fame qualities, 
through whofe meanes it was produced.I labour not to be beloved moreand efteemed bet- 
cer being dead, than alive. The humour of Tyberivs is ridiculous and common, who endes 
youred more to extinguith his glory in furureages, than yecld himfe regardfull and plea« 
fing to men of bis times. If I were one of thofe, to whom the World may be indebted for 
praife.1 would quit it for the one moytie,on condition it would pay me before-hand: And 
that che fame would haften, and in great heapes environ meabout, morethicke than long, 
and more full than lafting.And lecic hardly vanifh with my knowledge, & when this fweet 
alluring found fhall no more tickle mineearess Ic were a fond conceit, nowI am ready to 
Jeave the commerce of men, by new commendations, to go¢ about,anew to beget my felf¢ 
unto them. : 

Imakenoaccount of goods,which I could not employ tothe vie of my life.Such as Tam 
(o would I be elfewhere then in Paper.Mine art and induftry have been employed tomake 
aniy felfe of fome worth. My ftudy and endevour to doe,and not to write. I have applied all 
my skill and devoire to frame my life:.o-heere mine occupation and my worke.] am 4lefTe 
maker of bookes,then of any ching elfe.] have defired and aimed at fufficiencie, rather for 
che bencfite of my prefenc and efJentiall commodities, thento make aftore-houfe, and. 
hoard it up for mine heires.Whofoever hath any worth in him, let him fhewit in his bee 
haviour,maners and ordinary difcourfes; beit to treat of love or of quarrels; of {port and 
play or bed-matters,at board or elfe-where ; orbe icin che condué of his owne affaires,or 
private houfhold matters. Thofe whom I fee make good bookes, having tattered hofeuand 
ragged clothes on, had they believed me they fhould firfthave gorten themfelves good 
clothes. Demand a Spartan, whether he would rather bea cunning Rhethorician, then an 
excellent Souldier:nay were Iasked,I wuld fay,agood Gooke,had I not fome to ferve mes 
Good Lord (Madame) how I would hate fuch a commendation, to bea fufficient man in 
writing,and a foolifh. fhallow-headed braine or coxcombein all things elfe:yet had [rather 
bea foole;both here and there,rhen to have made fo bafe a choife, wherein to imploy my 
worth.So farre am I alfo from expecting, by fuch trifles to gaine new honour tomy felf:as I 
{hal think I make a good bargain, if J loofe not a part of that litele,1 had already gained.For, 
befides that his dombe and dead pi€turay fhall derogate and fteale from my naturall being, 
it fadgeth not & bath no reference unto my better ftace,but is much fallen from my firft vi- 
gor and naturall jollity,enclining to a kinde of drooping or mouldinefle. 1am now come 

tothe bottome of the veflell, which beginneth to tafte of his dregs andlees. Orherwife 
(good Madame)I fhould not have dared fo boldly to have ripped up the myfteries sg Seid 
ickey 
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ficke,confidering the efteeme and credire your felfe,and fo many others,af{cribe unto it,and 
hold it inshad J not beene direéted therunto by the authors of the fame] thinke they have 
but ewo ancient ones in Latine,to wit Pény and (el/us. If you fortune at any time to looke 
intothem, you fhall finde them to fpeake much more rudely of their Art, then I doe, Ibut 
pinchit gently,they cut thethroace of it. P4ny amongft other things; doth much fcoffe at 
chem,forfomuch as when they are at their wits end,and can go no further,they have found 
out this goodly hift,to fend their long-turmoiled,and to no end much tormented patient, 
with their drugs and diets,fometo the helpe of their vowes and myracles,and fome others 
to hot Baths and waters. (Be not offended noble Lady , he meaneth not thofe on this fide, 
vnder the proteétion of your houfe, and ail Graszontos/es.) They havea third kinde of thifc 
or evafion to fhake us off and difcharge themfelves of the imputations or reproaches, wee © 
may juftly charge them with, for che {mall amendment of our infirmities ; whereof they 
have fo long had the furvay and government, asthey have no more inventions or devifes 
left ché,to ammufe us withsthat is,to fend us,to feeke and rake the good aire of fome other 
Country.Madam, we have harped long enough upon one ftring ; | hope you will giveme 
leaveto cometo my former difcourfes againe, from which for your better entertainemenr, 
I had fomewhat digretied. 

It was(as farre as I remember) Pericles, who being demanded, how he did;yeu may (laid 
he) judge it by this, fhewing certaine fcroules or briefes he had tied about hisneckeand 
armes.He would infer, that he was very ficke, fince he was forced to have recourfeto fuch 
vanities and had fuffered himfelfe to be fo dreft.! affirme not,but ] may one day be drawne 
to fuch fond opinions, and yeeld my life and health to the mercy, d ifcretion,and regiment 
of Phifitions. I may happily fall intothis fond madne(fe; I dare not warrant my future con- 
ftancy.And even then if any askeme how I doe,I may anfwer him as did Pericles;You may 
judge, by {hewing my hand fraughted with fix drammes of Opium, It will bean evident 
coken of a violent fickeneffe.My judgement fhall be exceedingly out of remper, If impaci- 
ence or feare get that advantage upon me, youmay thereby conclude fome quelling fever 
hath feized upon my minde,] have taken the paines to plead this caufe, whereof I have but 
{mall underftanding ,fomewhat to ftrengthen and comfort naturall propenfion, againft the 
drugs and praétife of our Phyficke,which is derived into me from mineanceftors : leftie 
mighe only bea ftupid and rafh inclination; and that it might have a littlemoreforme.And 
that alfo thofe, who fee me foconftant againft the exhortations and threates, which are 
made againft mc, when fickenefle commeth upon me.may not thinke it to be a meerecon- 
ccit,and fimple wilfulneffe; And slfo,left there be any fo peevith, astojudge it to be fome 
motive of vaine glory. Js were 4 firange defire.tofeeke to draw honour frows an aflioncommon both 
20 me,to my Gardiner, or to my Groome.Surely my heart is not fo pufft up, nor fo windy, that 
a folide,flefhy and marrowy pleafure,as health is; } fhould change it for an imaginary {piri- 
tuall andairy delight, Renowme or glory(wereiethae of Aymons foure fons)is over deeree 
ly bought by a man of my humour, ifit coft him but three violent fits of the chollike.Give 
me health a Godsname. Thefe that loveour Phyficke, may likewife have their confiderati« 
ons good, great and ftrong,I hate no fantafies contrary to mine. am fo far from vexing my 
felfe,to fee my judgement differ from other mens, or to grow incompatible of the fociery 
or cenverfation of men,to be of any other faction or opinion then mine owne ; that con- 
trariwife (as variety is the moft generall fafhion that nature hath followed,and more inthe 
mindes,then in the bodies: forfomuch as they are of ¢ more fupple and yeelding fubftance 
and fufceptible or admitting of formes JI finde it more rare to fee our humor or defleignes 
agree inone. And never were there ewo opinions inthe world alike, no more than two 
haires, or two graines.Diverfity is the moft umsverfall qnality. aoe 
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CHar. 1. 
Of profit and honefty, 


CERIO man lsving is free froms [peaking foolife things 5 the illlucke is, to ipeake theny 
ike curioufly ; 
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See Dos} This fellow fure with much adoe; 


Will tell great tales and trifles too, 

Thatconcerneth not mesmine {lip from me with as little care,as they are of fmal worths 
whereby they {peed the better. I would fuddenly quit them,for the leaft coft were in them: 
Nor do I buy,or fellthem, but for what they weigh.I fpeake unto Paper,as to the firftman 
Imecte.T hat this is true,marke well what followes.T 0 whoms fhonld not treachery be dete [Pax 
ble, when Tiberiss refufed it on fuch great intereft?One fent him word out of Germany,chac 
if he thought it good, Arimsinins thould be made away by poifon. He was the mighcieft ea 
nemy the Romans had, who had fo vilely ufedthem under Paras, and who onely empcas 
ched the encreafe of his domination in that country. His anfwer was;that rhe people of Rome 
were accuftomed tobe revenged on their enemies by open comres, With weapons inbands nos by fiubs 
will fleights, nor in hugger mug ger:thus left he the profitable for the honeft. He was (you will 
fay )a cofener.] beleeve it;that’s no wonder; in men of his profeflien. But the confeflion of 
vertuc,is of noleile confequence in his mouth that hateth the fame, forfomnchas truth by. 
force doth wreft ic from him, and if he will noc admire it in him,at leaft,to adorne him({elfe 
he will put it on.Onr comspofition, both publike and private, is full of imperfettion + yetis there 
mothing in nature un(erviceable, no not inutility ic felfes nothing thereof hath beenc infie 
nuated in this huge univerfe,buc holdech fome fic place thercin. Our effence is cymented 
with crafed qualities; ambition, jealofie, envy, revenge, fuperftition, difpaire, lodge in sy 
With fo natural a polfeffion,as their image is alfo difcerned in beafts: yea and cruelty,fo une 
naturall a vice:for in the middeft of compaflion, we inwardly feele akinde of bitter-{wegte 
Pricking of malicious delight.to fee others fuffer;and children feeleit alfos BRS 

Suane mars magno turbastibus aquora ventis, Pap chays: 
E terra magnum aleerin {peBare laborem, 

Tis {weet on graund feas,when windes waves turmoyle; 

From land to {ce an others greeyous toyle, : 

The {ced of which qualities, who (hould rose out of manfhould ruine che — 
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conditions of our life:In matter of policy likewife ; {ome neceflary fun€tions are not onelf’ 
bafe, but faulty vices finde therein a feate,and employ themfelves in the ftitching up of out 
frame;as poyfons in the prefervations of our health. If chey become excufable, becaufe wee 
have neede of them,and that common neccfiity effaceth their crue property ; let us refigne 
the a€ting of this part to hardy Citizens,who flicke not to facrifice their honours and con- 
{ciences,as thofe of old, their lives,for their Countries availe and fafety. We that are more 
weake,had beft aflume raskes of more cafe and leile hazard. The Common. wealth requi- 
seth fome to betray,fome to lie,and fome to maflaker ; leave we that commiffion to people 
more obedient and more pliable, Truly,] have often beenc vexed, tofee our judges, by 
fraude or falfe hopes of favour or pardon,draw ona malefaétor,to bewray his offence; ems 
ploying therein both coufenage and impudencie.It were fit for juftice, and Plato himfelfe, 
who favoureth this cuftome,to furnifh me with meanes more futable to my humour.T isa 
malicious juftice,and in my cSceit no leffe wounded by it felfe,then by others.} anfwered 
not long fince,that hardly could Ibetray my Prince fora particular man,who fhould be ve- 
ry fory to betray a particular man for my Prince, And loath not onely to deceive, but thae 
any be deceived in me;whereto I will neither furnith matter nor occafion.In that little bus 
fines] have managed betweene our Princes,amid the divifions and fubdivifions,which ag 
this day fo ceare and turmoileus, I have curioufly heeded,that they miftake me not, nor 
muffed themfelves in my maske. The profeffors of that trade hold themfelves moft covert 
prerending and counterfeiting the greateft indifference and neerenes to the caufe they cans 
As for me, offer my felfein my livelicft reafons,in a forme moft mine owne: A tender and 
young Negotiator,and who had rather faile in my bufineffe,then in my felfe, Yer hath this 
been hitherco with fo good hap(for furely fortune is in thefe matters a principal a€tor) that 
few have deale betwene party and party with leffe fufpition,and more inward favour.1 have 
in all my proceedings an open fefhion, eafie toinfinuace and giveit felfe credit at firftace 
quaintance. Sincerity, plaineneffcsand naked cruth,in what age foever, finde alfo their op- 
portunitie and employment. Befides, their liberty is litcle called in queftion, or fubjc& to 
hate, who deale without refpeét of their owne intereft.And they may truely ufe the anfwer 
of Hyperides unto the Athenians,complaining of his bitter invedtives and fharpeneife of his 
Speech: Confider not, my mafters whether I am freedbut whether Ibe fo,withont taking onght, or 
bettering my (tate by it. My liberty alfo hath eafily difcharged me from all fufpition of faints 
nefle,by its vigor (nor forbearing to {peake any thing, though it bit or ftung them ; Icould 
not have {aid worfe in their abfence) and becaufe it carrieth an apparant fhow of fimplicity 
and carelefne(Te.I pretend no other fruit by negotiatiug, thento negotiates and anncxno 
Jong purfuites or propofitions to it.Every a€ti6 makes his particular game,win he if he can, 
Nor am Iurged with the paffion of love or hare unto great mensnor ismy wil fhackled with 
anger,or particular refpeét, I regard our Kings with an affe€tion fimply lawfull,andmeeres 
ly civil,neither mooved nor unmoov'd by private intereft:for which I like my felfe che bete 
ger. The generall and juft caufe bindes me no more then moderately, and without violent 
Fits,Iam not fubjeét to thefe piercing pledges & inward gages, Choller & hate are beyond 
the duty of juftice,and are pafflions fitting only thofe, whofe rcafonis not fufficient to hold 
themto their duty, Vtatur motn animt, qui nti ratione non poteft, Let him uferhe motion of his 
pninde,that cannot ufe reafon. All Jawfull intentions are of théfelves cemperace:if not,chey are 
altered into fedicious and unlawful. It is that makes me march every where wich my head a 
loft,my face and heart open.Verily (and I feare not to avouth it) I could eafily for aneede, 
bring acandle to Saint Adichaell,and another to his Dragon, as the good old woman. Iwill 
follow the beft fide tothe fire,but not into it, if I can choole.Ifneederequire,!et Afontaigma 
my Mannor-houfe be {wallowed up in the publike ruine: but if there be no fuch neceflity, 
Twill acknowledge my felfe beholding unto fortune if fhe pleafe co fave it; and for it 
) | Yafery employ asmuch {cope as my endevours can affoordme. Wasit not Atticws, who 
Bt cleaving to cherighr(but loofing fide) faved himfelfe by his moderation, in that general 
i rr Shipwracke of the world, amidft fomany changes and divers alrerations ? To private 
i ” men, fach as he was,it is more eafie, And in fuch kinde of bufinefle, I thinke one dealeth 

{ 


juftly not to be too forward to infinuate or invite himnfelfe:To hold a flaggering or middle 
courfe,to beare an unmooved affection,and without inclinationin the troubles of his cofye 
gry and publike divifions,] deeme neither fecmely nor honeft ¢ itiommais 
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pecially, and defence of the auncient ftate , hath everfound this priviledge, that fuch as 
for cheir owne intereft, difturbe che fame, excufe (if they honouraot) their deien- 
dors. But wee onghenet terme duty(as now a dayes wee do) a /ower rigour ; and smteffine-craba 
bednelfe, proceeding of private intere/t aud paffion : nor courage 4 treacherous and wmalscsoys pra= 
ceeding: Thitir dilpolition co frowardneife and mifchicfe, they enctlic ZealesTisar’s nooche 
caule doth heate chem, t’1s their owne intere: They kiadle a warre , not becaufe it is jutt, 
but becaule itis warre, Why neay not a manbeare him/elfebetwedhe enemies featly and faithful. 
4 ? Doeic, if not aleogether with an equall(for it may admit different aieafure Jar leaft with 
a fober affe&tion, which may not fo much engage you to che one,that he looke for al at your 
hands. Content your felfe with a moderate proportion of their fauour, andto glide in trou. 
bled waters without fifhing in them, Thother manner of offering ones uttermof? endenours ta 
both fides , implyeth leffe diforetion'then confcience. What knows hero whom you betray anos 
ther, as much your friend as himfelfe, but you will do the like for him,when his turne thall 
come, He takes you fora villaines whilft chat hee heares' you, and gathers out ct you,and 
makes his beft ufe of your d:floyalty .For, double fellowes are ontly beneficial in what they bring, 
but we muft looke, they carry away as little as may be. 1 carry nothing ro che one, which I may 
not (having opporcunity )fay unto the other , the accent only changed a little:and report e1- 
ther bat in different orknowne, or common things. No benefit can induce mee to lye un+ 
to chem: what is entrufted to my filence I conceale religioufly but cake as litle in rruft as [ 
can. Princes fecrets are atroublefome charge,to {uch ashaue nonght todo with them] ever by my 
good will capitulace with chem , chat they traft mee with very litcles but lec chem affurede 
Jy craft wat | difclofeunto them.] alwayes knew more then I wold, 4» open (peach opens the 
way toanother , and draws all out ,evenasWine,and Lone, P hilippedesinmy minde , anfwered 
K ing Lyfimachus wilely , when hee demaunded of him , what of his wealch or ftare hee 
fhould cmpart untohim: which and what yon pleafe (quoth hee)/oirbe nor yonr fecrets. I 
fee every one mutinie,if another conceale the ‘deaprh; or myfterie of the affaires from him, 
wherein he pleafethto employ him,or haue but purloyned any circumftance from him Far 
my part,] arc content one teil me no more of his bufineffe then he will have me know or 

deale in3nor defire Tjthar my knowledge exceede or ftraine my word. If I maft needs be the 
inflrument of cozinage,it fhall ar icaft be wich fafery of my contcience. 1 will nor be eftce. 
med a fervanr, nor {o affectionate , nor yer fo faichfull . thac I be judged fie to betray any 
man. Who wsunfasth{ull ro bimfelfe , may be excafed if hee-be fasthlefe to bis Majter. Bue 

Princes entertaine not men by halfes, and deipife bounded an conditional fervice, What 

remedy ? I freely tell them my. limits ; for,a flave I moft nor be but unto reafon , which yer 

J cannotcompalie:Andthey are to blame,to ex2& fromatree man,the like (ubje€tion unto 
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their feruice,and the tame obligation, which they may from thofe they have made and 
bought; and whofe fortune dependeth particularly and exprefly on theirs. The lawes have 
delivered mee from much trouble : they haue thofen mee a fide to followe , and sppoimed 
mice a maifter to obey : allother fuperiority and duty , ought to bee relariue unto that,and 
bee reftrained. Yetmay it not be concluded , that if my affeétion thould otherwife tranf- 
port mee, I would prefently afforde my helping hand unto ic. Wéll and defires are adameto 
themfelves , ations are to receiue it of pubhike infticutions : All thefe procedings of mine, 
are fomewhat diffonant frem our formes. They fhould produce no great cffeéts , norholde 
out long among vs. Jnnocencie st (elfe could notin thefe times nor negotiate without diffimnlde 
tiongnor trafficke without ying. Neither are publike fun@tions of my diet; what my proteffion 
requires chereto,] furnifh in the moft priuatemanner | can. Being a childe 4 I was plunged 
into them up to the cares,and had good fuceeffe; but I gor loofe in good time. I have often 
fince fhunned medling with them, feldome accepted and neverrequiredsever holding m 
back toward ambition; but if not as rowers, who goe forward as it were backeward:Yet fo, 
as lam lefle beholding to refolution , chen tomy good fortune , that I wasnort wholly em. 
barked in them. For, there are courfes leffe againft my tafte, and more comfortable to my 
carriage , by which if heretofore it had called mee tothe {eruice of the common-wealth, 
and my advancement untocredit in the world : Iknow thatin following the fame had 
exceeded che reafofrof my conceite. Thofe which commonly fay againit my profeffion, 
that what Icerme liberty, fimplicity and plaineneffe in my behauiour,is arte, cunning and 
fubrilty :and rather diferction,then goodnef{c;induftry then nature;good wit , chen good 


: 


. hap; doemeemorehonour, then fhame, But truely they makemy cunning overcunning. 


And whofoever hath traced mee and nearely looked into my humours, Ile loofe a good 
wager if heeconfeffe not, shat chere is no rulein cheir{choole,could, amidde fuch crooked 
pathes and diuers windings, fquare and report this naturall motion,and maintaine an appa- 
rance of liberty and licence , {0 equall and inflexible ; and chat all their attention and wic, is 
not of power to bring themtoit. The way to trneth 1s but one and fimple ; char of particular 
profit and benefit of affaires aman hath in charge , double, vneven and accidentall. Ehave 
often feene chefe councerfer and artificiall liberties in praétife , but moft commonly with- 
out fuccefe. They fauourof e&/opes Afle : who in emulation of the dogge, layde 
histwo fore-feete very jocondly upon his. mafters fioulders : but looke how many 
blandifhmentsthe prety dogge receiued, vnder one ,fomany baftinadoes were redoubled 
upon the poore Affes bcake. Id maxime quemque decet: quod oft cuinfque/wnm maxime : that 
becomes every man e[pecially , which ss bis owne efpecialy : will noe deprine coufinage of her 
ranke,that were co underftandeche world but ill: [know it hath often done protable fer. 
vice , it fupporteth , yeaand nourifheth the greaceft part of mens vacations, . 


Thereare fome lawfull vices - as many ations , or goed or excufable vniawfull. Tus 
ftice in it {elfe naturall and vniuerfall is otherwife ordered, and more nobly diftribus 
ted, chen this other efpeciall, and nationall juftice, reftrained and fured tothe neede of 
our pollicie : Vers juris geremanague juftitia folidam expreffam effi ig sere nulawe tenemus : unee 
bra ¢ imaginibus vtimur, Wee have no buely nor life-lke purtrasture of upright law and nas 
tural jnfivce > wee nfe but the fhaddewes and colours of them. So that wile Dandamysy 
hearing the lives of Socrates , Pythagoras and Diogenes repeated , in other chings, 
judged them great and worthy men, but overmuch fubjected to the reverence of 
the lawes : whichto authorizeand fecond, true vertue isto decline very much from his 
natural vigor:and not onely by their permiflion , but perfwafions divers viciousaétions 
are committed and take place, Ex Senatss con/ultss plebs(que fcitis (celera exercentur. Evinby 
decrees of counfell,and by ftatute laws are mifchicfes put in prattsfe.1 follow checommon phrafe, 
which makes a difference betweene profitable and honeft things: terming fome natural] 
aétions which are nor onely profitable but neceffary, difhoneft and filthy. But tocontinue 
our examples of treafon. Two which afpired unto the kingdome of Zbrace , wercfalne 
intocontroverfie for theirright, The Emperor hindred themfrom falling cogecher by chs 

eares : the one under colour of contriving fome friendly accord by an enterview ingle 
ting the other toa feaft in his houfe, imprifoned and murthred him. Iuftice required , hag 

the Romanes fhould be fatisfied for this outrage: fome difficultics empcached the ordinary 
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couric. What chey could not lawfully doe wichouc warre and hazard,they atteinpred ro 
accomplith by treafon : what they coulde nor honeftly atchicue, chey profitably coms 
patted. For exployring whereof , Ponsponins Flaccus was thoughe moft ficte: who trays 
ning the fellow into his Nertes by fained wordes and fugrediallurancess in liew of the fa: 
vour and honour hee promifed him, fent him bound hand and foote ro Rome, One traytor 
Over-reached another,againft common cuftome : For , they are all full of diftruft,and risve. 
ty bard cofurprize chemo ta their owne arte : witnel{e che heavy and difmall experience we 
have lately fele of ics Let who lifte bee Powaponius Flaccus; and there are too-too many thar 
will bee fo, As for my part, both my word and faith, areas the reft; pieces of this common 
ft body: cheir beft effc& is the publicke feruice: that4 ever pre(uppofed with mee: But as, if 
N one fhould command mee totakethe charge of the Rolles or Recordes of the Pallace re | 
" would an{were: I have no skill in themzorto bee a leader of Pioners,I would fay ;] am cals 


" Ied tga worchier office : Even fo, who would goe about ro employ mice; orto mutther or 
ty poyfon; bur to lye,betraye,and forfweare my felfe , I would cell him g If have robbed of 
7 ftolne any thing from any man, fend mee rather to the Gallies. For, a Gentleman may law- 
" fully (peake as. did che Lacedemonians , defeated by Antipater , upon the points of their a= 


q greement: You may inopofe as heauy burdens,and harmefull taxes upor us ab you pleases but yor 


| lofe yonr time, to command mus any [bamefall or dsfhone/f things, Euery man thould give him 
" {elfe the oath, which the gy ptian Kings;folemnily and ufually prevented to thei judges; 
| Not to /w-arue from their con{ciences 3 what command foever they fhould receiue from them. 
{elves co the contrary. In fuch commiffions there is an evidenc note of ignominie and con- 
| demnation. Aad whofoever gives them you,accufeth vou;and if you conceive them right, 
7 gives you them asa trouble and burthen. As much as the publike affaires amend by your 
. endevours, your owne empairech : the better you do , fo much the worfe doe you, Andie 
: fhall not bee newe, nor peradventure without thadowe of Juttice, chat hee who ferreth you 


: a worke,becommeth your ruine. Uf treafon bee ix any cafe excufable , it is onely then ; when t'19 
employed to punifo and betray treafon. Wee fhall finde many treacheries , tohave beene nog 
retufed, but punifhed by them, in whofe favour they were vnderrakén, Who knowes 
notthe fencence of Fabritins , againtt Pyrrms his Phy fiction ? And the commaunder hath 
| often feverely revenged them on the partie hee employed in them, refuting foynbridled 
a credite and power , and difavowing fo lewde and fo vile an obedience, Larepe/c Duke of 
: Rufia , (ollicited an Hungarian Gentleman, to betraye Bole/laus King of Polonia, in contri« 
| ving his death,or furnifhing che Ruflians with meanes to work him fome notable rhilchicfe 
This gallant, prefently beftirres him in it, & more then ever applying him(elfe ro the Kings 
feivice ob¢ained to bee of his coun{ell , and of chofe hee moft trufted, By which aduan. 
tages, and with the opportunity of his matters ablence » hee betrayed Vicilicia, agreat and 
rich citie to the Ruffians : which was whollie fake and burnt by them, with a generall 
flaughter,both of the inhabitans, of what {exe or age focver,and a great number of nobility 
thereabouts,whom co that purpofe he had atfembled.Jaropedc his anger thus alfwaged with 
reveng¢,and his rage mitigared ( which was noc withour pretext, for Boleflaus had mighs 
tily wronged and in like manner incenfed him) and glutted with the fruite of treafon, 
examining the vgline(fe chereof,naked and alone,and with impartial eyes beholding thé 
fame,not diftempered by paffion, conceived fach a remor{e,and tooke it fo roh art,that hee 
forthwith caafed the eyes of his inftrumentall executioner to be pulled out,and his congue 
and priuy parts to be cut off, lstigouus perfwaded the Arg yrafpides(oldiers , to betray Ex= 
‘ menes cheir generall, and his adverfarie, unco him, whom when they had deliuered,and he 
had cauied co be flaine ; himfelfe defired to be the Commiflary of divine juftice,for the pu- 
nifhment of (o deteftableatrecherie : and refigning them into the hands of the Goue:nor 
of the Province, gave himexpretle charge, in what manner foever it were, torid himfelte 
ofthem ,and bring them to fome mifchievious end. Whereby, of chat great number 
they were, nor one ever after, fawe the {moake of A4acedon. The better they ferued bis 
turne, the more wicked hee judged them, and the more worthie of punifhment. The {lave 
that betraied che corner wherein his mafter P. Sulpicsus lay hid, was fee ac liberty , accor= 
ding to the promife of Sylias profcription : But according cothe promife of common rca. 
fon, being freed , hee was throwne head-long from off the Tarpeyan tocke, And Ctouts 
King of France; inliew of the golden armeshe had promifed the three fervanes of Cannas 
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cre,caufed them to be hanged, after they had by his follicitation betraide their maifter unto 
him. They hang them up with the purfe of their reward about theirneckes, Having fa- 
tisfied their (econd and {peciall faith , they alfo fatistie the generalland fit: Adabomer thé 
fecond, defirous to rid himfelfe of his brother ( through jealoufie of rule, and according to 
the ftile of that race) employed one of his officers in it ; who ftifled him, by much water 
powred downce his throareall at once: which done , in expiation of the fedt, he delinered 
che murtherer into the hands of his brothers mother (for they were brethren burby the fa. 
thers fide)fhee,in his prefence, opened his bofome, and with hir owne revenging handes 
fearching for his heart pluckt it our, and ceft. it unto dogges to eate. Even untovjle difpo- 
fitions(hauing made vie of of a filchy a€tion)it is fo fweere and pleafing,ifthey may with fe- 
curity , as it were,ip way of recompence and holy correétion, fowe one fure &irch of good. 
netle,and juftice unto it. Befides; they refpe&t the minifters of fuch horrible crimes as peo- 
ple, thac ftill vpbraide them with them, and couet by their deaths to fmother the 
knowledge, and cancell the ceftimony of their practifes. Now if perhaps , not to fruftrate 
the publike neede of thar laft and dejperate remedy , one rewarde you for it: yer, heewho 
doth it ( ifhee beemot as bad himfelfe) will hould you a moft accurfed and execrable crea- 
ture. And deemeth youa greater traycor,then he whem you have betrayed: forwith your 
owne handes, heetouched the lewdnefle of your difpofition, without difavowing,without 
obje&.But employeth you, as we do out-caft perfons in the executions of juftice. an office 
as profitable as litle honeft. Befides the bafenele of fuch commiffions‘, there isin them a 
proftitution of cen{cience, The daughter of Sejanus , could not in Rome , by any true for. 
mall courfe of lawe, bee putto death , becaule thee-wasa virgine : that lawes might have 
their due courfe , thee was firtt deflowred by the common hang-man, and chen ftrangied, 
Nor his hand onely,, but his foule is a fave unto publike commodity. When Amurath the 
firft,coagrauate the punifhment of his fubje&s, who had given fupport unto his fons ynna- 
turall rebellion , appointed their neereft kinfmen to lend their hands unto this execution:1 
finde it verie honeft in fome of them, who rather chofe unjuftly to.bee held guiltie. of 
anothers parricide, then to ferue juftice with their owne, And whereas in fome pale 
trie townes forced in my time, I have feene bafe varlets for fauegarde of their owne 
lives, yeild co hang their friends and companions, I ever thought them of worfe conditi- 
on , then fuch as were hanged, It is reperted , that Witoldus Prince of Lituania,introduced 
an order with that nation, which wasthat the party condemned to die, fhould with his 
owne handes make himfelfe away , finding it ftrange, that a third man being gnitleffe of 
the fact, fhoulde bee employed and charged to commit a murther, When an vrgent cir- 
cumftance,, or any violent and vnexpeéted accident, induceth a Prince for the neceffitie of 
his eftate, or as they fay for ftace matters, to breake his worde and faith » oF otherwife foré 
ceth him out of his ordinary dury , hee is to afcribethat neceflity unto a lath of Gods rodé 
It is no vice, for hee hath quit his reafon, unto a reafon more publike, and more power- 
full, but furely eis illfortune, Sothat toone , who asked mee what remedy ?] replyde, 
none ; were hee trucly racke becweene thefe rwo extreames (Sed videat ne quaratur latebra 
periurio. But let him take heede he feeke nota ftarting bole for perinrie)hee muft have donej ts 
but ifhee did it fans regret or {cruple , if ic greeucdhim not to doe it, t'is anargument his 
confcience is but in ill tearmess Now were there any one of focender or cheuerella con{ci- 
ence , to whome no cure might feeme worthy of fo excreame aremedy : I fhould prife 
or regard him no whittheleffe. tee cannot loofe himfelfe more handfomely sor more 
exculablie. Wee cannor doe every thing , nor bee in every place. When all is done, thus 
and thus, muft wee often, as unto our laft Anker and {ole tefuge, rcligne che proredtion 
of our veilell unto the onely condué of heauen, To what jufter neceflity can hee referue 
himfelfe ? What is leffe poffible for him to do, then what he cannot effe@, without charge 
unto his faith, and imputation to his honour 2 things which peradventure fhould bee dea. 
rer co him, then his owne falvation, andthe fafecy of his people. When with enfoulded 
armes hee fhall devoutly call on God for his ayde , may hee nor hope , that his fatherlie 
mercie fhall not refuie the extraordinary fayour, and finne+ forgiuing grace of hisall 
powerfull hand , unto a pure and righteous hand ? They are dangerous examples , rare and 
crafed exceptions to our natural rules : wee muft yeelde unto them, but with great mo- 
deration, and heediccircum{pection. No priuate commodity , may-any way deferne wee 
fhould 
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fhould cffer our confcience this wrong the common-wealth inay when it is moft appa. 
rant and important.T smoleon did fitlie warrant and watde the aigenes of his exploire by 
the teares hee fhed,remembring it was with a brotherlie hand hee flew the tyrant, Andic 
necrely pinched his felfe gnawne con{cience,that hee was compelled to purchafe the com: 
mon good,at the rate of his honeftie, The facred Senate it felfe » by his means delivered 
from thraldome, durft nor definitively decide of fo haughtie an action, and rend intwo fo 
vrgent and different femblances, Buc the Siracu(ans having opportunely and at that very 
in{tane fenr ro che Corinthians, to require theit proteion, and a governour able co re-efta- 
blifh-cheirrowne informer majeftie , and deliver Sict/ie from a number of pettic tyrants, 
which grievoully oppreffed the fame : they appointed Timo/eon , with this new caueat and 
declaration : That according as hee fhould wellor ill demeane himielfe ia his charge, their 
fericence {ould incline, either to grace him as the redeemer of is country; or difgrace him, 
as the murtherer of his brother. This fancatticall concluGon » hath fomeexcife upon the 
danger of the example,and importance of an 2&0 differenr,and they did well,to difcharge 
their judgement of it , or coembarke him {ome where elie,and on their confiderations. Now 
the proceedings of Timoleon in his renowned journie did foone ycelde his caufe theclecrer, 
fo worthily and vertuoufly did hee every way beare him(felfe therein, And the good hap, 
which ever accompanied him in the encombrances and difficulties hee was to{ubduein the 
atchievement of his noble enterprite,feemed co bee fent him by the Gods,con(piring to fe- 
cond, & confenting to favour his juftification; This mans end is excufable,if ever any could 
bee. But the encreafe and profit of the publikerevenues , whicii ferved the Roman Senate 
for a precext of the enfuing-foule conclufion purpole to relate, isnot of fufficient force ro 
warrant fuch injuftice. Certaine cities had by the order and permiffion of the Senate, with 
mony purchafed their libertie, at the hands of L.Sylla. The matter comming in queftion a- 
Zaine,che Senate condemned them, to be fineabléand taxed asbefore : and the mony they 
had employed for their ranfome, fhould bee deemed as loftand forfcited. Ciuill warres do 
often produce fuch enormous examples: Thacwe punifh private men , for fomuch as they 
have beleeved us,when wee were other then now wee are, And onc fame magiftrate doch 
lay the penalty of his change on fuch as cannot do withal,VheSchoolemafter whippeth his 
fcholler for his docility,& the guide ftriketh the blinde man he leadeth.. A horrible image 
of juftice. Some rules in Philofophy are both falfe and faint.T he example propofed unto us 
of refpecting private utility before faich given, hath not fufficient power by the circiiftance 
they adde unto it, Theeves have taken you , andon your oath to pay them a certaine fum of 
money , have fer you at liberty againe: They erre, that fay, an honeft man is quit of his 
worde and faith without paying , beeing out of their hands; Thereis no fuch matter, 
What feare and danger hath once forced mee to will and confent unto, I an bound to will and pera 
Sorme being one of danger and feare. And alhough it have but forced my tongue, and noe 
my will, yet am I bound to make my worde good, and keepe my promife, For my part, 
when it hath fometimes unaduifedly over-runnemy thoughe,yet have I made acon({cience 
to difauowethefame,. Othetwife wee fhould by degreescome to abolifh all the right a 


third man:aketh and may challenge of our promifes. Quafi veri forts viro wis poffit adbta Cicsoff.h3 


beri, As though any force could be ufed upow a valiant man, T's onely lawfull for our priuace 
intereft to excufe the breache ot promife, if wee have rafhlie promifed chings in then 
felves wicked and unjutt. For, the right of vertwe ought to over-rule the right of eur bond, Iliave 
heretofore placed Epaminendas in che firit ranke of excellent men, and now recant it not. 
Vato what high pitch raifed hee the confideration oS his particular duty 2? who never flew 
man hee had vanquifhed ; who for that unvaluable good of reftoring his country hir liber- 
ty,made ic a matter of con{cience,to murther a Tyrant or his complices, without a due and 
formall courfe of lawe : and who judged hima bad man , how good a citizen foever , that 
amongeft his enemics and in the tury ofa battle, fparednot his friend, or his hofte. Loe 
herea mitde of a rich compofition. Hee matched unto the moft violent and rude aétions 
of men, goodne(Je and courtefic, yea and the moft choife and delicate , thac may be found 
in the ichoole of Philofophic. This fohigh-raifed courage, fo {welling and fo obftinate 
againft forow, death and povertie, wasit nature orarte , madcit relent, evento the urmoft 
ftraine of exceeding tenderneife and debonarety of complexion ? Being cloathed in the 
drcadfull lmery of fteele and blood ; hee goeth on crufhing and brufing a nation, inuinci. 
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ble co all.others,but cohimfelfe : yet mildely relenteth in the midft of a combat or confulie 


on, when hemeers with his hoft or with his friend. Verily,this man was deferyedly fitto 
command in warre,which in the extremeft furie of his innated rage, made him to feele the 
fting of courcefie,and remorfe of gentleneffe:chen when all inflamed, it foamed with furic, 
and burned with murder. Tis a miracle,to be able to joyne any fhew of juftice with fuch a- 
&ions. But it.only belongeth ro the unmatched courage of Epansinondas, in that confufed 


plight,to joynemildnetie and facility ofthe moft gentle behaviour that ever was,unco thé 


yea and pure innocency it felfe, A nd whereas one told the A¢amertins, that ftatutes wereof 
no force againft armed men another coche Tribune of the people , ‘chat the time of juftice 
and warre,were cwora third,that the confuled noife of warre and clangot of armes, hindred 
him from vnderftanding the fober voice of the lawes: This man was not fo much 4s empea- 
ched from conceiving the milde found of civilitie and kindnefle, Borrowed hee of his ene- 
mies the cuftome of facrificing to the mufes ( when he went to the warres ) to qualifie by 
their fweene(fe and mildnefle, thar martiallturie, and hoftile furlineffe ? Let vs not feare, 
after fo great a mafter,to hold that fome things are unlawfull , even againft onr felicf ene. 
mies:that publike incereftought not to challenge all of all, againft private intereft; AZanente 
memoria etiam in di(fidie publicorum faederum privasi juris : Some memorie of private right co 
rinwing even in difagreensent of publike contratts. 


—— & nulla potentia vires 
Praftandine quidpeccet amicus haber: 
No power hath fo great might, 

To make friends ftill goe right. 


And that all things be not lawfull to an honeft mau for the fervice of bis King, the generall care 
and defence of the lawes, Non enim patria praftat onpusbus offictss, e4p/s conducit pios haberecives 
in parentes. For eur countrey is not above allother duties : st 1s good for the sountry tohave her ine 
habitans w/e pittie toward thesr parents, T’isan inftruQtion befitting che times 3 wee nced nor 
harden our courages with thefe plates of ironand fteele ; ie fufficeth our fhoulders be armed 


with them : it is enough to dippe our pens in inke,too much, to die them in blood. If ic be 


greatnefle of courage , and threffeé of a rarcand fingular vertuc , to negleét friendthip , de- 
{pife priuace re(pedts and bonds 3 ones wordand kindred , for che comon good and obedj« 
ence of the Magiftrace:itis verily able toexcuieus fromit,if we but alledge,that itisa greats 
neffe unable to lodge ia the greatnelIe of Epaminondas his courage. Iabhorse the enraged 
admonitions of this other unruly {piric. 


——— dum tela micant,non vos picratis image 
Ulla, nec aduer{a con{petls fronte parentes 
Commoveant , vultus gladso turbante verendos. 
While fwords are brandifht, let no fhew of grace 
Once moove you,nor your parents face to face, 
But with your {words difturbe their reverend grace. 


Let us bereave wicked, bloodie and traiterous difpofitions,of this pretext of reafon:leave 
we that impious and exorbitant iuftice, and adhere unto more humane imitations,Oh what 
way time and example bring topaffe ! In an encounter of the civill warres again{t Cinna, one 
of Pompeyesfouldiers, having unwittingly flaine his brother , who was on the other fide, 
through fhame and forrow prefently killed himfelfe; And fome yceres after , in another ci- 
vili warre of the {aid people, afouldier boldly demanded 2 reward of his Capraines for kil- 
ling his ownebrother, Falfly doe wee argue honour , and the beautie of an a€tion, by it’s 
profit : and conclude asill, co chinke every onc is bound unto it , andthatit is honeft, ifit 


becommodious. 


Ouest ey Owmia non pariter rerum (unt omnibus apta 
All chings alike to all 
Do not well-ficcing fall, 
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Choofe we our the moft neceflary and moft beneficiall matrer of humane focietysit wil] 
bea mariage-yer js ic, that che Saints coun(ell findech and deemeth the contrary fide more 
honeftjexcluding from it the moft reverend vocation of men: as wee to our races afligtig 
fuch beatts as are of leaft eftecme. : 


CHA Pv2. 


Of Repeuting. 


Thers fafhion man, [ repeat him; and reprefent a particular one, but illmade 3 and 

whom were:| to forme a new, he fhould be far otherthen he iss but heisnow made. 
And though the lines of my picture change and vary, yet loofe they nor chemfelyes.. The 
world ruancs all on wheeles, All things therein moove without intermiffion;yea the earth, 
therockes of Casca/us,and the Pyramides of Egypt both withthe publike and their own 
motion. -Conftancy it felfeis nothing but atlanguifisagand wavering dance, 1 cannot fettle my 
objekts it goeth founquierly and ftaggering with a naturall-drunkerneffe, J cake ic inthis 
plighr,asic is ar ch’inftane !ammufe my felfe about it.I deferibe not the elfence,but the paf= 
fage; not a paflage from age to ag¢,or as the people reckon,from feaven Yeares to feaven, 
but from day to day, frem minute to minute. My hiftory moft be firred to the prefent. “I 
may foone change;not onely fortune,but intention. Icis acounter-roule of divers and Varin 
able accidents,and itrefolute imaginations,and fometimes contrary : whether it be chat my 
felteam other, orthat I apprehend fubjeéts, by other circamftances and contiderations. 
Howflocver,I may perhaps gaine-fay my felfe,but truch (as Demades{ aid) Inever gaine-fays 
Were my mind fetled,I would not ¢flay,but refolve my felfe.le is ftill'a Prentife anda proe 
bacioner.1 propofea meanelife,and without latter’: T’is allone: They faften all moralf 
Philofophy as well to a popular and private fife,as to one of ticher ftuffe.E very man bearerls 
the whole flampe of humane condition Authors communicate themfelvestinto the world by 
fome fpeciall and ftrange marke; the firft, by my generall difpofition ; as ALichue/ de Afon« 
taigue; not as aGrammarian, ora Poet, ora Lawyer. Ifthe world complaine, I {peake too 
much of my felfe,] complaine, it chinkes no more of icfelfe. Butisic reafon, char being fo 
privatein ufe, I fhould pretend co make my felfe publike in knowledge? Or is it reafon, 
thould produce intothe world,where fathion & arte have fuch {way & command, the raw 
and (imple eff-és of nature; and of a natureas yet exceeding weake? To write bookes without 
dearning isit not te make a wall without fone or such like thing? Conceits of mulicke are dire. 
éted by arte;mine by hap. Yer have I this according to learning, chat never man handled 
fubjeét,he underftood or knew, better then I doethis I have undertaken;being therein the 
cunningeft man alive, 

Secondlysthat never man waded further into hismacter; nor more diftin@ly fifted the 
parts and dependanices of it,nor arrived more exadtly and fully to che end he propofed uns 
to himfelfe. To finith the fame, have neede of naughe but faithfulnetfe:which is therein as 
fincere and pure as may be found.! (peake truth, nor my belly-full, bucas much as | dare? 
and I dare the more, the more I grow into yearesifor it feemeth, cufttome-allowerth old age 
More liberty co babbel,and indiicretion to talke of ic felfe. Te cannot herein be,as in trades + 
whiete the Crafts-man and his worke doc often differ, Being a man of fo found and honeft 
converlation , writ he fo foolithly ?Are fuch learned writings come froma man of fo wedke 
aconverfation ? who hath butan ordinary conceit, and writech exceliently, onc may fay 
hiscapacitieis borrowed, not of himfelfe. A skilfull man,is noc skilfull in all things : Buc 
a fafficient man,is fufficient every where, even unto ignorance, Heremy booke and my 
felfe march together,and keepe one pace. Elfe- where one may commend or condemne the 
worke,without thewWorke-man;heere not:whor oucheth one coucheth the other. He who 
fhall judge oft s without knowing him,fhal Wrong himfelf more then me,he that knows ir, 


hath 
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hath wholly fatisfied mee.Happie beyond my merice, If I get this onely portion of publike 
approbation, as I may caufe men of underftanding to thinke, I had becne able to make ufe 
and benefit of learning, had I beenc endowed with any 3 and deferved berter helpe'of me- 
morie, excufe wee here what I often fay, that ] feldome repent my ielfe, and that my con~ 
feience is cotented with it felfesnor of an Angels ora hortes con{cience,bur as of amans c6- 
feience. A dding ever this claufe,not of ceremonie, but of true and effentiall tubmiffionsthat 
L/peake inquiring and donbting mecerely and fimaply referring my [elfe,from refolution,nto Common 
and lawful opinsons.J teach not ; I report: No vice is abjohucely vice, W hich offendeth NOt, 
and a found judgement accufeth not : For, che deformitie and incommoditie thereof is fo 
palpable, as peradventure they have reafon, who fay, itis chiefly produced by forcifhneffe 
and brought forth by ignorance ; fo bard isit , to imagine one fhould know it without hae 
ting it. Afalice fucks up the greateft part of ber owne venome, and therewith impoyfonesh berfelfe. 
Vice,leaneth,as an vicer in the flefo, arepentance in the fonle,which fiill (crarcheth c& bloodseth ie 
JSelfe-For reafon effaceth other griefes and forrowes, but engenderecth thofe of repentance: 
the more yrkefome,becaufe inward: As the colde and hrate of agues is more offenfiverhen 
that which comes outward.Faccount vice( but each according to their weafsre) not oncliy 
thofe which reafon difalowes,and nature ¢6demnes, but fuch as mans opinion hath forged 
as falfeand erronious, if lawes and cuftome authorize the fame. In like manner there is no 
goodnefle but gladdeth an honeft difpofition. There is truely 1 wor not what kitsde or cons 
gratulation, of well doing, which rejoyceth in our felves,anda generous jollitic, that ace 
companicth a good confeience. A minde couragioully vicious, may happily furniflit felfe 
with fecurity, but fhee cannot be fraught, with this {elfe. joyning delight and {atisfagtion. 
Acis no {mal pleafure,for one tofeele himfelfe preferved from the contagion of anage fo in- 
fe&icd as ours,and to fay to himfelfe;coulda man enter & fee even into my foule,yer fhold 
he not finde me guilty, either of the aMidtion or ruine of any body,nor culpable of envie or 
revenge,nor of publike offence againft the Jawes, nor tainted with innovation, trouble og 
fedition;nor {potted with falfifying of my word: and although the libertic of times alow- 
ed & taught it every man, yet could I never be induced to touch thegoods or dive into the 
purfe of any Fresch man , and have alwayes lived upon mine own, as wel in time of war,as 
peace:nor did I ever make wfc of any poore mans labor, without reward. Thee teftimonics 
of an unfpotted confcience are very pleafing,which naturall joy isa great benefit unto us: && 
the oncly paymene never failech us. To ground the recompence of vertuous ations upon 
' the approbation of others, is co undertake a moft uncertaine or troubled foundation,namely 
inan age {0 corrupt and times fo ignorant, as this is : the vulgar peoples good opinion ss injuri» 
ons, hom truft you in feeing what is eommendable:God keepe ne from being an honcft 
man,according to the defcription I dayly fee made of honour,each one by himlelfe. Qwa 
Juerant vitia,mores funt, What earft were vices are now growne fafbions. Some of my friends, 
have fometimes attempted to fchoole me roundly, and [ift me plainly, either of their owne 
motion, or envited by me,as to an office,which to a well compofed minde, bothin_profe 
and lovingne{Tesexceedeth all the duties of fincere amity.Such have lever entertained with 
openarmes of curcefie,& kinde acknowledgement. But now to {peake from my con(cience 
J often found fo much falfe meafure in their reproaches and praifes, that ] had not greatly 
erred If] had rather erred,chen done well after cheir fafhion.Such as we efpecially, wholive 
a private life not expofed toany gaze but our owne , ought in our hearts ¢ftablifh atouch- 
: ftone,and there to touch our deedes and try our actions; and accordingly,now cherish and 
iui! now chaftife our felves.I havemy owne lawes and tribunall,to judge of mee, whither I ads 
At dretfe my felfe more then any wherc els. I reftraine my actions according to other but ex- 
i} tend them according to my felfe,None but your felf knows rightly whether you be demifs 
and cruel,or Joyal & devout.Ochers fee you not,but gheile you by uncertaine conjctures, Y 


”~ 


They fee not fo much your nature as your arte, Adhere not thento their opinion, but hold 
a Cheat. unto your owne. To ibs judicioef# utendum. Virtatis Victornm grave sphrs confctentia por 
iM | Deor.L.3. dus eft. gua (ublatajacent omnia; Ton muft nfe your owne judgement. The weight of the very cons 


Hy feience of vite and vertues ts heauy:take that away,and al is downe.But whereas it is laid, chat ree 

| pencance neerely followeth fin, feemeth noc toi mply finne placed in his rich aray, which 
lodgeth in us asin his proper manfion,Onc may difavow and difelaime vices chatlurpiife 
us,and whereco our paflions tranfport ussbuc thofe, which by long habite ave rooredina 
- ee ftrong 
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ftrong,and ankred in a powerfull will, are nor fubjeé to contradiétion. Kepentance ts but a 

denying of our will,and an oppofition of our fantafies which diverts us here andthere. It makes 
eis . = < 

fome difavow his former vertue and continencie, 


Que mens off bo te,cur eadem non puero fuit, 

Vet cur bis aniwats incolumes non redenunt gene ? 
Why was not ina youth {ame minde as now? 
Or why beares not this mind a youthfull brow ? 


That is ancxqsiifite life which even in his owne private keepeth it [elfe in awe and order, Every 
onemay play the jugler,and reprefent an honeft man vponthe ftage ; bue within, and in 
bofome, where all things arelawfull, whereall is concealed 3 tokeepe aduerule or for- 
mall decorumsthat’s the point, The next degree,isto be fo in ones ownc home, and in his 
ordinary aétions,whercof we areto give accoumpt to ne body :wherein is no fludy, nor art; 
And therefore Biz deferibing the perfe& ftate of a family, whereof (faith he) the maifter; 
be fuchinwardly by himfelfe,as he is out wardly,for feare of the la wes, and re{peét of mens 
{peaches. And it wasa worthy laying of Julins Drujus, to thole worke-men, which for 
three thoufand crownes, offered fo to reforme his houfe, that his neighbours fhould no 
fore over looke into it : I will give you fixe thoufand({aid he Jand contrive it fo, chat on 
all fides every man may lookeincoit, Thecuftome of egefilansis remembred with hoa 
nour, who in his travaile was wont to take up his lodging inchurches,chaethe people, and 
Gods themfelves might pry into his private a€tions. Some have beene admirable to the 

world,in whom ner his wife, nor his fervants ever noted any thing remarkeable, Few men 
have beene admired of their familiars, No wan hath beene a Prophet, not onely in his bonfe,but int 
bis owne conntry,faith the experience of hiftories, Even foin things of noughr. Andin this 
bafe example,is the image of greatneffe difcerned, In my-climate of CGafcoigne they deeme 
it ajeft tofee meein prinr. Thefurtherthe knowledge which is taken of tceis from my 
home,of fomuch more woortham J. In Gwienne I pay Printers; in ocber places they pay 
mee. Vpon this accident they ground.who liuing and prefent keepeclofe-lurking , to pur- 
chafe credit when they thall be dead and ab(ent. I had rather have leffe, And Tica not my 
feife into the world, but for the portion I draw from it. That'déne, 1 quit it. The people 
attend on fuch a man with wonderment, froma publikeaé&t, unto hisowne doores : toge- 
ther with his roabes hee leaves. of his part; falling fo much the ower, by how much high- 

er hee was mounted. View him wirhin,there all js turbulent, difordered and vile, And were 
order and formality found in him,a liuely,impartiall and wellforted iudgement is required, 

to perceive and fully todifecrne him in chete bafe and pritate ations, Confidering thae 

orderis but a dumpifhand drowfie vertue: To gaine a Battaile , perfourme an Ambaffage, 
and governe a people , are noble and woorthy aétions ;tochide, laugh, {ells pay,love, 

hare, and mildely'and juftly to converfe both with his owne'and with himfelfe ; notto 

relent, and not gaine-fay himfelfe, are thinges more rare, more'difficult and leffe remar- 
keable, 

Retired lives fuftaine chat way , what ever fome fay , offices as much more crabbed » and 
extended, then other lives doc, And private men (faith Arijtorte)ferve vertue more hardly, 
and more highly attend her, then thofe which are magiftrates or placed in authority. Wee 
Prepare our felves unto eminent oceafions,more for glory then for con{cience. The neareft 
way tocome unto glory, were to doe that fer confttence , which wee doe for glory, And me feemeth 
the vertue of Alexander reprefenteth much letfe vigor in hér large Theater,then that of So« 
crates ,in-his bafe and obfeure excercitation, I calily conceive Socrates, in the roome of 4- 
lexande?’; e<lexander in that of Socrates Tcannot, Tf any asketheone , wha hee can.do,he 
will anfwere, Conquer the worlds let the fame queftion bee demanded of theother , he will 
fay, leade my life conformably to sts naturall condition 3 A icienee much more generous, more 
important, and more lawful. 

The woorth of the minde confifteth not sn going high, bur in marching orderly, Her 
grearnetfe is noc excercifed in greacnefle’'; in’ mediocritye it is. As chofe:, which 
judge and touch ys ‘inwardely'; ‘make no! great aecoumpr of the brightneffe of our 
publique ations 3° and - fee they: are bue'ftreakes and poyntes of cleare Warer, 
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bce imagined,where with juftice,the pleafuse might excufe-the offence,as we fay of profir. 
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furging from a bottome, otherwife flimie and full of mud : So thofe who judge us by chig 
gay outward apparance, conclude the fame of our inward-confticurion, and cannot couple 
popular faculties as theirs are, unto thefe other faculties, which amaze them fo farre from 
their levell.So do we attribute favage fhapes and ougly formes unto divels. As who doeth 
not afcribe high-raifed eye-browes, open noftrils, afterne frightfull vifage, and a huge-bo- 
dy unto Tamberlaine, as is the forme or fhape of the imagination we havetore-conceived b 
the bruite of his name? Had any heretofore fhewed me Erafmus, I could hardly had bin ine 
duced to rhink,but whatfoever he had faid to his boy or hoftes,had been Adages and Apo- 
thegmes.We imagine much more fitly an Artificer upon his clofe ftoole or on his Wife,then 
@ great judge,reverend for his carriage and regardfull for his fufficiencie;wethink, that fi 6 
thofe high thrones they fhould not abafe themfelves fo low, asto live. As Vitiousmindes 
are often incited todo well by fome ftrange impulfion, fo are vertuous {pirits mooved todo 
ill, They muft thembe judged by their feetled eftate,when they areneare themfelves, and 
as We fay,at home,if at any time they be fos or when they are neareft unto reft, and intheiz 
natural] feace. Naturall inclinations are by inftitution helped and ftrengthned, but they nei~ 
ther change nor exceed.A thoufand natures in my time,have athwart,a contrary difcipline 
efcaped coward vertue ortoward vice 
Sic vbi defucta filvis in carcere claufe, 
Manfnevere ferae vultus pofuere minaces, 
Atque hominem didicere pati,fi torrida paruus : 
Venst 1 ora crnor,redeunt rabiefque furorque, 5 
Admonitaquetument guftato fanguine fancety ; 3 
Fertet, & a trepide vix abftinetsra magifire. 
So when wilde beafts,di/uled fromthe wood, 
Fierce lookes laid- downe, grow tame,clofde ina cage, \ 
Taught to beare man,if then a little blood 
Touch their hot lips,furie returnes and rages 
Their jawes by tafteadmonifhe fwell with vaines, 
Rage boylesyand from faint keeper fcarfe abftaincs. 
Thefe originall qualities are not grubd out, they are but covered, andhidden : The 
Latine tongu¢,istome in amannner naturall;I underftand it betcer then Frenchy bur it is 
now fortie yeares,] have not made ufe of ittofpeake, nor much to write ; yet in fome cx- 
treame emotions and fuddaine paflions, wherein I have twice or thrice falne,finee my years. 
of difcretionsand namely once, when my. father being in perfeét health, fell all ale ng upon. 
mein afwoune, I have ever,even from my very hart uttered my firft words in latine: Na- 
eure rufhing and by force exprefling it felfe,' againft folongacuftome ; che like example 
is alleadged of divers others. Thofe which in my tivse, have attempted to corrett the fafbions 
of the world by new opimons , reforme the vices of apparance ; thofe of effence they leave sim 
touched sf they encteafe them not ,: Andtheir encreafe is much to be feared. We willingly 
protraét al other well-doing upon thefe externall reformations,of IcfTe coftand of igreater 
merit ; whereby wefatishe good-cheape, other naturall con{ubftantiall and inceftine. 
vices, Looke a little intothe courfe of our experience, There is no man(if he liften to him- 
felfe) chat doth not difcoverin himfclfe a peculiar forme of his,afwaying forme, whic 
wreftleth againft the inftiturion , and againft the cempefts of paflions, which are contrary 
unto him, As for me,] feele noc my felfe much agitated by a fhocke;Icommonly finde my 
felfe in mine owne place, asare fluggith andlumpifi bodies, If I am not clo{zand neare 
untomy felfe, Fam never farre-off:My debsauches or excefles tranfport me not much.There 
is nothing extreame and flrange:yec have I found fits and vigorous lufts. The truecondem- 
nstionsand which toucheth the common fafhion of our men, is, that their very retrcate is 
full.of corruption and filth: The Idea of their amendment blurred and defarmed 3 their ree 
pentancecrazed and faultie very neere as much as theirfinne. Some, either becaute they 
are fo faft and naturally joyned unto vice,or through long cuftome,have loft all {enfe of ics, 
uglineffe. To others( of whofe ranke I am )vice is burthenous, but.chey counrer-baHance 
it withpleafure,or other occafions: and {uffer it, and at aeereaine rate lend themfelyes unto. 
it,though bafely and vicioully.. Yet might happily fo remote a di(proportion of meafure - 
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Not onely being accidentall, & out of finne; as in thefrs,but even in the very exercile of i 
as in che acquaintance or copulation with women ; where the provocation is fo violent, 
and as they fay, fometime unrefiftable, In a. cowne of akinfman of mine ; the other day, 

being in Armignac, | {aw acountry man, commonly firnamed the Theefe: who himlel fg 

reported his literohavebeencthus, Being borne a begger, and perceiving, that to gc¢ 

his bread by thefweate of his browe and Jabour of his hands » Would never fufficiently 

arme him againft penury, he refolved to become a Theefes and that trade had employed all 

his youth faiely,by meanes of his bodily ftrength : for he ever made up Harveft and Vin- 
tage in othermens grounds:but fo farre off,and in fo great heapes,cthat it was beyond ima- 

gination,one man fhould in one night carry away fo much upon his fhoulders: and was {o 

carefull co equall che pray,and difperce the mifchicfe he did,thac the {poile was of leiTe im< 

port to every particular man. 

Hee is now inold yeares indifferently rich ; for a man ofhis condition (Godamers 
cy his trade) which he is not afhamedtoconfefleopenly, And toreconcile himielfe with 
God, he affirmeth, to be dayly ready, wich his gettings, and other good curnes, co fatisfie 
the pofterity of thofehee hath heretofore wronged or robbed; which if himfelfe bee not 
of abilitie to performe (forhee cannot doall at once) hee will charge his heires withall , 
according to the knowledge he hath,of the wrongs by him done to every man. By this de- 
{ctiption, bee it true or falfe,he refpeéteth theft, as a difhoneft & unlawful! aétion, and hae 
teth che famezyct Ictfe then pinching want ; He repents butfimply ; for in regard it was 
fo counterballanced and recompenced, herepenteth nor. Thatis not that habit which ins 
corporates us unto Vice, and confirmeth our underftanding init s nor is it that boyfterous 
winde, which by violent blaftes dazcleth and troubleth our mindes, and at that time con. 
foundes, and overwhelmes both us, our judgement,and all intothe power of vice, Whar 
I doe, is ordinarily fulland compleate, and I march(as wee fay )allin one pace; Ihave noe 
many motions, that hidethemfelves and flinke away from my reafon, or which very 
neave are nor guided by che confent of all my partes, without divifion, or inteftine {edicj- 
on:my judgement hath the wholeblame, or commendation 5 andthe blame it hath onces 
it hach ever:for, almoft from it’s birch, it hath beene one, ofthe fame inclination, courfe 
and force-And in matters of generall opinions,even from my infancy, I ranged my felfe ta 
the point [ was to hold.Some finnes there are outragious, violent and fuddaine ; leave we 
them. 

But thofe orherfinnes, fooften reaflumed, dc€ermined ahd advifed upon; whether 
they be of complexion, or of profeffion and calling, Icanriot conceive how they fhould 
fo long be fected in one fame courage,unleffe the reafon and con{cience of the finner were 
thereunto inwardly privie and conftancly willing. And how co imagine or fafhion the re- 
pentance therof,which he vanteth,doth fome cimes vilic him, feemeth fomewhat hard une 
to me. Lamnot of Pythagoras Sc&, that men take anew foule, whento receive Oracles, 
they approach the images of Gods,unleffe he would fay with all, thacit muftbe a ftrangeé 
one,new, and lent him tor the time; our owne, giving (olittle (igne of purification,and clea 
nefle worthie of that office. They doe altogether againft the Sroycall precepts,which aps 
point us to correét che imperfeétions and vices we finde in our felves, but withall to:bid us 
to difturbethe quiet of our minde, They makeus beleeve, they feele great remorfe, and 
are inwardly much difpleafed with finne; but ofamendment, correétion or intermiflion, 
they fhewus none, Swrely there can be noperfett health 5 Where the difeafe is not per» 

Feitly remooved, Were repentance put in the feale of rhe ballance, it would weigh 
downe linne. I finde nobumour fo eafie to be connterfeited as Devotion : If one conformenot 
his life and conditions to it,her e(fence is abftrufe and concealed, her apparance gentle and 
ftarely. 

Fer my part, I may in generall wifhto be other thenI am; I may condemne and miflike 
my univertail forme; | may befeech God to granc me an vadefiled reformation,and excufe 
my naturall weakenetie;but meefeemeth I ough not to rearme this repentance no more 
then the difpleafure of being neither Angell nor Cato. My aétions are fquared co whar Tam 
and confirmedto my condition, Icannotdoebetcer : And repentance dothnot properly 
concerne what is notin out power 5 {orrow doth, 1 may imagine infinite dilpoficions of a 
higher pitch, and better governed then myne, yet doc Inothing better my — 5 
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no more chen mine arme becommeth ftronger,or my wit more excellent, by conceiving 
fome others to be fo. ]fto fuppofe & with a more nobler working then ours,might produce | 
the repentance of our owne, wee fhould chen repent us of our moft innocent afiions : for 
fo much as we judge that ina more excellent nature,they had beene direQted with greater 
perfcétion and dignity ; and our felves would doe the like. When Iconfult with my age 
of my youthes proceedings, I finde that commonly, (according to my opinion) I mana- 
gedtheminorder. This is all my refiftanceis able co performe,! flatter not my felfe s in 
like circumftances,] fhould ever be the fame. It is nota fpot, but a whole dye that ftaynes 
mee. Iacknowledge no repentance , this is fuperficiall, meane and ceremonious, It muft 
touch me onall fides, before I can termeit repentance. Ie muft pinch my entrailes, and 
affii€ them as deepely andthroughly, as God himfelfe beholds mee. When in negotie 
ating, many good fortunes have flipt me for want of good difcretion , yer did my pros 
jc&ts make good choyce, according to the occurrences prefented untothem., Their mans 
ner is evertotake the esfier and furer fide, I finde that in my former deliberations, 
I proceeded, after my rules, difcreetely tor thie fubjc&s fate propounded to mee ; andin 
like occafions,would proceede alike a hundred yeares hence.I refpeé not what now it is, 
but what it was; when I confuleed of its The confeguence of all deffignes con/ifts in the feajons 
occafions palfe,and matters change unceffant/y. Vhave in my time runne into fome grofle sabe 
furde and important errorssnot for. want of good advile, but of good happe. There are {ee 
eret and indivinable parts in the objeés men doe handle ; efpecially in the narure of men 
and mute conditions, withoutifhew, and {ometimes unknowne of the very potTe(Torsy pro. 
duced and ftirred up by fuddaine occafions. If my wit could neycher finde nor prefage 
them, I am not offended with it ; the funétion thereof is contained wichinic’s owne limits. 
Ifthe {ucceffe beare me,and tavour the fide Irefuleds there isnoremedy ; I tallnor out 
with my felfes] accufe my fortune, not my endevour : that’s not called repentance. Phicion | 
had given the Achenians fome counfell, which was not followed: the matter, againft his 
opinion,fucceeding happily: How now Phocion, (quoth one) artthou pleafed the mate 
ter hath thrived fo well 2° (yeafaidhee ) and I am glad of it, yet repent not the advife I 
ave. 
When any of my friends cometo me for counfell, I beftow it francklie and clearelic, 
motas (well-nigh all che world doth, ) wavering at the hazard of the matter, .wheres 
by the contrary.of my meaning may happen : that to chey may juftly finde fault wich my 
advife : for which I carenot greatly.For they fhall doeme wiong,and it became not mee 
torefufe them chat dutie.I haveno body to.blame for my faults or misfortunes, but my felf, 
For in effect I feldome ufe the advife of ocher unleffe it befor complement {ake,and where 
T have need of inftruétion or knowledge of thefaét. Many inthings wherein nought but 
judgement is tobeemployed; ftrangereafons may ferve to fuftaine, but not to divert me, 
Ilend a favourable and courteous eare unto them all.But(to my remembrance) I never bee 
leeved any but mine owne, With me they are bur Flyes and Moathes, which diftraét my 
will.] little regard mine owne opinions,other mens I efteeme as little: Fortune payes mee 
accordingly. It Irake nocounfell I give as little. Iam not much fought after foric ,and:leife 
credited when I give it: Neither know I any enterprife,cither private or publike, that my 
advi(e hath direéted and brought to conclufion. Even thofe whom fortune had fome-way 
tyde thereunto, have more willingly admitted the direétion of others conceirs, then mine. 
As one that amas jealous of the rights of my quiet,as of thofe of my authoricy;I would ra~ 
ther have it thus. . 5 
Where leaving me, they jumpe with my profeflion, which is, wholly to fettle and cons 
taine mein my felfe, Iisa pleafureunto mee, to bee difinceretled of other mens. affayres, 
and difingaged from their contentions. When futes or bufinetfes bee overepaft. how-fo-c- 
ver it bee, I greeve little at them For, the imagination that chey muft necelflarily hape 
pen fo, puts mee out of paine 3 Behould chem in the courfe of che Waiverle, andens 
chained in Stoycall caufes, Your fantazie cannor by with or imagination 5 remoove one 
point ofthem, burthewhole order of things muft reverfe borh what ispatt , and whae 
at to come, Moreover , I hate chat accidentall repentance which olde age brings 
with it. oe ie 
_ Heechatinancient times {aid, he was beholdentoyeares, becaulethey had ridde him 
& - 
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of voluptuoufneife , was not of mine opinion, | fhall never pive impui(Tance thankes fot 
any good it can do me.Nee tam aver{a niquam videbitur ab opere (wo providentia , ut debslitas 
inter eptinsa inuenta fit. Nor frall fore fight ever bee feene fo averfe from bir owne worke, that 
weakenelfe bee found to bee one of the bef things. Our appetites are rave in olde-age :cheblowe 
overpaiied, a detpe faciety feazeth upon us: Therein I feeno confcience, Fretcin > care 
and weakeneffe, imprint in us an ¢ffeminate and drowzie vertuc. 


Wee mult not fuffer our felves fo fully co bee carried into natural alterations , as to. cor 

rupt or adulrerace our judgement by them, Youth and pleafure have nor heretofore pre. 
vailed fo much overme, but I could ever (even jn the midft of fenfualities ) difcerne the 
vgly face of finne: nor can the ‘diftafte which yeares bring on me, ar this inftane, keepo 
mee from difcerning that of voluptuoulnelfe in vice; Now Lam no longer in it, I judge 
of it as it [were ftill there. ¥ who lively and attentively examine my reafon, findeit tobe 
thefame thac pofleifed mein my moft diffolute and licentious age s vnic(le perhaps, they 
being enfecbled and empayred by yeares , doe make fome’ difference : And finde, thac 
what delighe icrefufeth to affoerde mee in regarde of my bodilic health , ir would no more 
denie mee , then in times paft, for the health of my foule. To (eeit out of combate, I 
holde it nor the more couragious, My temptations are fo mortified and crazed » 48 they 
are not worthy of it’s oppofitions ; holding but my hand before me, I be-calmethem 

Should one prefent that former concupifcence unco it, I feare it would be of leffe power. 
to fuftaine it chan heretofore it hath beene. I feeinit ; by it felfe no increafe of judges 
ment , not acceffe of brightneffe , whatit now judgeth, it didthen. Wherefore if thera 
be any amendment , ’is but difcafed. Ob miferable kinds ofremedie , to bee beholden unto fick 
weffe for our health. Icis not for our mifhap , but forthe good fuccefle of our judgement to 
performe this office, Crotles and afflictions , make me doe nothing but curfethem. They 
are for people,that cannet bee awaked but by the whip.the courfe of m t 


eafon isthe nim- 
bler in profperity;It is much more diftraéted and bufiedjin the dig citing of milchiefes than 
of delights. I {ee much clearer in faire weather. Health forewarneth me, 
pleafure, fo r0 better purpofe than ficknefle.. I approached the neareft I could unto amend- 
ment and regularity, when I fhould have enjoyed the fame] fhould be afhamed and vexed, 
that the mifery and mifhap of my old age could'exceede the health 9 attention and vigor of 
my youth:and that I fhould be efteemed,not for what I have beene,but for what Iam leafe 
tobe. The happy life (in my opinion ) not(as faid Antifthenes) the happy death , is it thag 
makes mans happineffe in this world. 


is With more 


I have not prepofteroufly bulied my felfe to tie the taileo£a Philofopher , unto ¢he 
head and bodie of a varlet: nor thac this pauleri¢e end ,fhould difavow and belie the faire ft, 
fouindeft 5 and longeft part of my life. J will prefene my felfe , and make agenerall mufter 
ofmy whole, every where vniformally. Were Ito live againe, it fhould be as I have al- 
ready lived. I neither deplore what is pat, nor dread what is to come: and if Ibe not de- 
ceived 5 the inward parts have neerely refembled the outward, Ic is one of the chiefeft 
points wherein Jam beholden co fortune, thacin the courfeof my bodies eftateeach thing 
hath beene carried infeafon. I have feenethe leaues, the blo{fomes., and the fruit 3 and 
now fee the the drooping and withering of it, Happily , becanfe naturally. I beare my 
prefent miferies the more gently , becaufe they are in feafon , and with greater favour make 
me remember che long happinetfe of my former life. In likemanner, my difcretionmay 
well bee of like proportion in the one and the other time: but fure it Was of much morte 
performance, and had a better grace, being frefh , jolly and full of {pirie ;then now thatit 
is wornc , decrepiteand toylefome, 


T therefore renounce thefe cafuall and dolourous reformations. God mut touch our 
beartes 3 our con/cionce muft amende of it (elfe, and not by re-inforcement of our reafon, 
nor by the enfeebling of our appetites, Voluptuoufnetfe in ic felfe is neicher pale 
nor difcoutoured , to bee difcerned by bleare and troubled ‘eyes. Wee fhould. affect tem. 
pérance and chaftity for it felfe, and for Gods caufe, who hath ordained them unto us: 
that which Catars beftow upon us sand which I am beholden to my ckollicke is sfor nai 
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ther temperance nor chaftitic, A man cannot boutt of contemning or combating fen{ualis 
ty, if hee fee her not,or knew not her grace, her force and moft attra€tive beauties, 1 know 
them both,and therefore may fpeake ic. But mee thinks our foules in age are fubjeét unto 
sore importunate difeafes and imperfe€tions,then they are in youth. I {aid {o being young, 
when my beardleffe chinne was upbraided mesand I fay it againe,now that my gray beard 
gives me authority.We entittle wildome,the frowardneffe of our humours, and the diftafte 
of prefent things ; but in truth wee abandon not vices , fo much as we change them 3 and 
in mine opinion for the worfe, Befides a {illic and ruinous pride, comberfome tattle, way- 
ward and unforiable humours, {uperftition & a ridiculous caiking for wealth,when theufe 
of it is well-nigh loft , I finde the more envie, injuftice and leaudnefle init. Ir fects more 
wrinckles in our mindes, then on our forcheads:nor are there any {pirits,or very rare ones, 
which in growing old tafte nor fowrely and muftily. Man marcheth enurely towards his 
increafe and decreafe, View but the wifedome of Secrates , and divers circumflances of 
his condemnation, dare fay he fomething lent himfelfe unto it by prevarication of purpofe: 
being {o neere, and at theage of feventy, to endurethe benumming of his {pirits richeft 
pace,and the dimming of his accuftomed brightneffe. Whar Adetamorphofes have | {eene it 
daily make in divers of mine acquaintances ¢ Ic is a powerfull maladie, which naturally 
and imperceptible glideth into us ¢ Thereis required great provilion of ftudy , heedand 

precaution, to aueid the imperfeétions wherewith ic chargeth uss. or at leaftto weaken 

their further progreife. I finde thar notwithftanding all my encrenchings, by little and lit- 

tle it getteth ground upon me: J hold our as long as I can, but know not whither at length 

i ar oe me. Happe what happe will , 1am pleafed the world know from what height 
Itumbi¢eds 


Cuape. III. 
Of threé commerces or focteties. 


V VE muft not cleave fo faft unto our humours and difpofitions. Our chiefett ( uffiei- 
ency is , to apply our {elves to divers fathions, It isabeing, bur nor a life »tobce 
tied and bound by neceflity to oneonely courfe, The goodlieft mindes are thofe that have 
imoft variety and pliableneffe in them, Beholdan honourable teftimony of old Cato : Haie 
verfatile ingeninms fic pariter ad omnia fuit , ot natumadid unum diceres, quodcunque a geet. Fle 
bad awit fo turneable for all things alike , as one wonld [ay hee bad beene onely borne for that hee 
went about todo. Were I to dreffe my felfe after mine owne manner , there is no fathion {o 
good . whereto I would be fo affected or tied, as not to know how to leave and loofe it, 
Life 18 a motion uneqnall irregular and multiforme. Ic is notto bee the friend ( lefTe the mae 
fter) but the flave of ones felfe tofollow unceflantly , and bee fo addigted to his inclinati- 
ons as hee cannot ftray fromthem , nor wreft them. This I fay now, as being extreamly 
peftred with the importunity of my minde, forfemuch as thee cannot ammufe her felfe, 
but whereon it is bufied ; nor employ it felfe , but bent and whole. How light foever the 
{nbjeétis one gives it, ic willingly amplifieth , and wire-drawes the fame, even unto the 
higheft pitch of toile. It’s idleneffe is therefore a painefull rrade unto mee 3 and offenfive 
tomy health, Moft wits have neede of extravagant ftuffe , to un-benummeand exercife 
themfelues: mine hath needeof it, rather to fertle and conrinue it felfe: Vitia ory negorio 
ds{cutienda fant , The vices of idleneffe foould bee foaker off with bufinefes For, the moft labo- 
rious care and principall ftudie of it, is, to ftudic it {elfe. Bookes are one of thofe bugi- 
neffes that feduce it from ftudie. Acthe firft thoughts that prefent them(clves , i rou- 
zeth up and makes proofe of allthe vigour it hath, It exereifeth it’s funQion fometimes 
toward force , fometimes towards order and comelinefle, icrangeth, moderates and for. 
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tifieth. Ithath of it felfero awaken the faculties of it: Nature having givenit, asuntoall 
other , matter of it’s owne for advantage , fubjeéts fie cnough whereon to cevife and deter. 
mine, Meditation is a large and powerfull ftudy to fuch as vigoroufly can tafte and employ 
themfelves therein. I had rather forge then furnifh my minds. 


There is no office or occupation either weaker or ftronger, then that of entertaining of 
ones thoughts according to the mind, whatfoever ir be. The greateft make ic their vacation, 
Quibus piuere eff cogitare , to whows it 1s all one to line and to meditate. Nature bath alfo favou- 
red ic with this priviledge, that there is nothing we can do fo long:nor ation, wherero we 
give our felves more ordinarily and eafily, It is the worke of Gods (faith AMriftot/e) whence 
both their happinetfe and ours proceedeth, Reading ferves mee efpecially , to awake my 
conceit by divers objedts : to bufte my judgement,not my memory. Few entertainementrs 
then, fay mee without vigour and force, T’is true that courrefie and beautie poflefle mec, 
as much or more, then waight and depth. And becaufe I flamber in all other communi 
cations, andlend but che fuperficiall parts of my attention unto chem, it often befallech 
mee, in fuch kinde of weake and abfurd difcourfes , ( difcourfes of countenance ) coblure 
out and anfwer ridiculous teies, andfond abfurdities , unworthy achilde; or wilfully co 
hold my peace s therewithall more foolifhly and incivilly, Ihave a kind of raving fan- 
cie-full behauiour , that retireth mee into my ‘elfe ; and on the other fide ,a groffie and 
childifh ignorance of many ordinary things ; by meanes of which two qualities, I have in 
my daies committed five or fix as fortifh trickes , as any one whofoever ; which tomy des 
rogation may bee reported, But to follow my purpofe, this harth complexion of mine makes 
me nice in converfing with men ( whom I muft picke and cull out for thenonce and )un- 
fit for common actions, Wee liue and negotiate with the people : If their behauiour im- 
portune us , if wee difdaine to lend our felves to bafe and vulgar fpirits , which often are as 
regular as thofe of a finer mould ; and all wsfedome ss mnfavourse, that is not conformed to come 
mon infipicuce. Wee are no longer to intermeddle either with our , or ochcr mens affaires: 
and both publicke and private torfake fuch kinde of people, 


The leaft wrefted , and moft naturall proceedings of our minde, are the faireft ; the beft 
occupations , thofe which are leaft forced. Good God, how good an office doth wife- 
dome unto thofe , whofe defires fhe {quareth according to their power/There is no fcience 
more profitable. e4s one may, was the burden and favoured faying of Socrates : A fentence 
of great {ubftance. Wee muft addreffe and flay our defires, to things moft eafie and nee- 
reft, Is it nota fond-peevith humour in mee, to difogrec from athoufand ; co whom my 
fortune joineth mee, without whom] cannot live, to adhere unto one or two, that are 
out of my commerce and converfion ; or ratherto a fantafticall conceit, or fancie-full de- 
fire , for a thing I cannot obtaine ? My foft behaviours and milde manners , enemies to all 
fharpene(fe and foes to all bitrerne(fe , may cafily have difcharged mee fiom envie and ccn- 
tention. To bee beloved, Ifay not, but noc to be hated , never did man give more occa= 
fion. Buc the coldneife of my converfation , hath withreafon robd mee of the good will 
of many ; which may bee excufed, if they interpret the fame tooiher, or worle jenfe, I 
am moft capable of getting rare amities , and continuing exquilite acquaintances, For foas 
with fo greedie hunger I fnacch atfuch acquaintances as anfwer my tafte and {quare with 
my humour. I fo greedily produce and headlong caft my felfe upon them, that I do not ¢a- 
fily miffe to cleave unto chem, and where [light on, to makea fteady impreffion ; I have 
often made happie and fuccetTefull criall of it. 


In vulgar worldly friendfhips, Iam fomewhat cold and barren: for my proceeding 
isnot naturall, if not unrefifted and with hoifed-full failes, Moreover, my fortune ha- 
ving enured and allured mee, even'from my infancie, to one fole fingular and perfect 
amitie, hath verily ,in fome fort, diftafted mee from others : and over decply imprine 
tediin my fantafie , that ic is a beaft fociable and jfor companie , and not of troupe, as 
faid an ancient writer, So'chat ic is naturally 2 paine untomee, to communicate my 
felfe by halves, and with modification : and that fervile or fufpicious wiledome, which 
inthe comverfation of thefe numercus and imperfe& amitics, is ordained and pro» 
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pofed unro us: Prefcribed in thele days efpecially, Wherein one cannot /peake of the world but 
aangeroufly or falfely. Yet 1 fee, that who (as I do) makes for his ende, the commodities 
of hislife ( Imeane effentiall commodities ) muft auoide as a plague , thefe difficulties and 
quaintneffe of humour, 

I thould commend a high. rayfed minde , that could both bende and difcharge it felfe: 
chat where-ever. hir fortune might tran{port hir, fhee might continue conftant: that could 
difcourfe with hir neighbours of all matters, as of bir building, of hir hunting and of any 
quarrel ; and entertaine with delight a Carpenter or a Gardiner. I enuie thofe which can 
be familiar with the meaneft of their followers , and vouch{afe to contraét ftiendthip, and 
frame difcourfe with their owne feruants. Nor do I like the aduife of P/ato,ever to {peake 
imperioufly unto our attendants, without blithne(Te and fance any familiarity: be it tomen 
or women {cruants.For, befides my reafon, it isinhumanity , and injuftice » toattriburefo 
much uaro that prerogative of fortune , and che governement:where leffe inequality is pers 
mitted betweene the fervant and mafter, is, in my conceite the more indifferent, Some oe 


ther ftudy to ronze and raife their minde ; but J toabafe and proftrate mine; itis not faulty 
but in extenfion, 


Narras & genus Eat, 

Et pugnata [acre bella{ub Ilia. 

Quo Chinm pretiocadum 

Marcemur, quis aquam temperet ignibus, 

uo preabente domums , ci quota 

Pelignis caream frigoribus, taces. 6 

You tell of e£acus the pedegrees 

The warresat facred Troye you do difplay, 

Youtellnot at what pricea hogs-head we 

May buy of the beft Wine;who fhall allaye 

Vine-fire with water, at whofe houfeto holdes 
t what a-clock, I may bekepr fromcolde, 


Even as the Lacedemonian valour had neede of moderation ; and of {weet and pleafing 
founds of Flutes, to flatter and allay it intimeof warre, leaftic fhould runne head-lon 
into rafhnefle and fury : whereas all other nations ufe commonly pearcing founds and 
firong fhouts, which violently excite , and enflame their (ouldiers courage : fothinkeI (a= 
gainft ordinary cuftome ) that in the imployment of our fpirit, wee have for the moft pare 
more need of leade then wings ; of coldneffeand quict , then of heate and agitation, Aboue 
all, in my mind, The onely way to playe the foole welt , is to feeme wife among fooles: tof, peakeas 
though ones congue were ever bent to Fawelar’ in punta asforchetta, Tofyllabize or Speake 
minfingly. One muft lend himfelfe unto thofe hee is wich, and fometimes affeQ ignorance: 
Set force and fubtilcie afide;In common employments t’is enough to referue order; dragge 
your felfe even clofe tothe ground , they will have it fo. The learned tumble willingly 
on this blocke: making continuall mufter ,and open fhow of their skill 3 and difperfin 
their bookes abroade : And have in thefe dayes fo filled the clofets, and potleffed che eares 
of Ladyes , that if chey retaine not their fubftance , at leaft they have their countenance: 
ufing inall forts of difcourfe and fubjcé& how bate or popular focver, anewe, an cfhedted 
and learned fafhion of fpeaking and writing. 


Hoc Jermone pavent, boc irans , gaudia,curas, 

Hoc cantta effundunt anima fecreta,quid vlsraé 

Concumbunt dotte. 

They in this language feare, in this they fafhion 

Their joyes, their cares,their rage, their inward paflion; 
VVhat more? they learned arein copnlation, 


And alledge Plato, and Saint Thomas for things, which the firft man they meete 


Gvould decide as well z and {tand for as good a witnefie, Such learning as could not enter 


into 
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sate theit minde, hath ftaid on their congues.: If che well-borne will give any credit unto 
me, they fhall be pleafed to make their own and naturall riches ro prevaile and be of worchs 
They hide and fhroud their formes under fortaine and borrowed beauties : [tis great /iti~ 
plicit > for any body to [msootber and conceale his owne brightneffe , to frine witha borrowed lights 
They are buried and entombed under the Arteof CAPSVWLA TOTez , It is bas 
caufe they do not fafficiently know themfelves ; the world containes: nothing of more 
beauty Ir is for chem to honout Artes, and to beautific embellifhment. What neede they 
more then to live beloved and hovoured ¢ They have, and know but too much in that 
qmatter, There needes but a little rouzing and enflaming of the faculties that are inthem. 


when J feethem medlin with Rhetoricke, with Law, and with Logicke,and fudh like 
trafh, fo vaine and siepechrabicton theirufe : Lenterintofeare, that thofe who advife 

them to fuch things, doeit, that they may have more law to govern them under 
that prerence. For ; what other excufe can I devife for them? Icis {ufficiene , thar with- 
out vs, they may frame, or ronlethe grace of their eyes; unto cheerefulneffe , untofes 
verity, and unto mildnefle : and feafon a Wo with frowardnefie, with doubt and with 

fauour 5 and require not aninterpretor in difcourfes made for their feruice. - With chis 

learning they commend without controule, and over-rule both Regents and Schooles. 

Yerif ic offend them toyeeldus any preheminence and would for curiofity fake have part 
in bookes alfo : Poefic is a ftudy fit for their purpofe ; being a wanton , ammufing, fubrill, 
difguifed , and pratling Arte allin delight, all in fhew, liketothemfelves.. They may 
allo {cleét divers commodities out of Hiftory. In Morall Philofophy , they may take the 
difcourfes which enable them to judge of our humours, to cenfure our conditions , andto 
avoide our guilesand treacheries 5 to temper the rafhnetfe of their owne defires, co huf- 
band their liberty : lengthen the delights of life, gently co bearethe inconftancy of afer 
want , the peevifhne(fe or rudenetfe of abusband ; the importunicy of yeares , the unwel- 
comneffe of wrinkles , and {uch like minde-troubling accidents. Loe here che moft and 
greaceft fhare of learning I would affignethem. T here arefome particular ; retired and cloi¢ 


difpofitions. 


My e(fentiall forme is fic for communication , and proper for produétion : Iam all 
outwardand in apparance ; borne for fociety and unto friendfhip. The folitude I love and 
commend , is efpecially but to retire my affeGtions and redeeme my thoughts unto my 
felfe : to reftraine and clofe up , not my fteppes, but my defires and my cares , refigning all 
forraigne folicitude and trouble, and mortally fhunning all manner of feruitude and obli- 

ation and not fo much the throng of men asthe importunity of affaires, Locall folicari- 
nefle (co fay trueth )doth rather extend and enlarge me outwardly; | give my felfe to State- 
bufineffe , and tothe world , more willingly when I am allalone. At the court , andin 
prefle of people , I clofe and flinkeinto mine owne skinne.  Allemblies thruftmee againé 
into my felfe. And I never entertaine my felfe fo fondly , fo licentioufly.;,.end {o particu- 
larly., asin places of refpect, and ceremonious difcretion. Our follies make mee not laugh, 
but our wildomes doe. Of mine owne complexion , [ am.no enemy to the agitations and 
ftirrings of our Courts : I havethere paft great part of my life :and am inured co bee mer- 
ry in great affemblies,foit be by intermiflion, and futable to my humour. 


But this tenderneffe and coineffe of judgement( whereof I fpeake )doth petforce tie-me 
unto folitarineffe, Yea even in mine owne houfe, in the middeft of a numerous family and 
moft frequented houfes , I fee people more then a good many » but feldome fuch as Llove 
to converfe or communicate withall. And there I referve; both for my felfe, and others,an 
ynaccuftomed liberty; making truce with ceremonies , afliftance , and invitings, and fuch 
other trouble(ome ordinances of our courtefi es(O fervile cuftome & importunate manner) 
there every man demeaneth himfelfe as hee pleafeth, and entertaineth what his thoughits 
affeé&t : whereas I keepe my {clfe filent, meditating and clofe, without offence to my guelts 
or friends. 

Themen whote familiarity and fociety I hunt after, are thofe which arecalled honeft, 
wertuous and fafficjent che image of whom doth diftafteand divert mec from oiners, Ie 
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is ( being rightly taken ) the rareft of our formes; anda forme or fafhion chiefly due unto 
nature, 
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The end or {cope of this commerce, is principally and fimply familiarity, conference 
and frequentation: the exercife of mindes, withour other fruite. In our difcourfes, all 
fubjeéts are alike to me: I care not though they wane either waight or depth ; grace and 
pertinency are never wanting 5 allcherein istainted with a ripe and conftant judgement, 
and commixt with goodnefic, liberty , cheerefulneife , and kindneffe,. Ic is not onely in 
the fubje& of Laws and affaires of Princes, that our {pirit fheweth it’s beautic, grace and 
Vigor : It fheweth them as much in priuate conferences. Iknow my people by their very 
fileneé and {myling , and peradventure difcover them better at a Table, then fitting in {e~ 
rious coun(ell, : 

Hippomacus faid, hee difcerned good Wreftlers but by feeing them march through a 
Street. If learning vouchfafeto ftep into our talke, thee fhall not be refufed 3; yet muft not 
fhee befterne, maftring , imperious and importunate , ascommonly thee is; bur afiftanr, 
and docile of hir felfe. Therein wee feeke for nothing but recreation and paftime:when we 
fhall looke to be inftruéted , taught and refolved , we will go feeke and fue to hirin hir 
Throne. Let hir if the pleafe keepe from usat that time ;for ,as commodious and pleafin 
as thee is: I prefume that for anecde wecould {pare hir prefence,and doe our bufinelfe well- 
enough without hir, Wits well borne, foundly bred and exercifed in the practife and. 
i commerce of men , become gracious and plaufiblc of themfclves, Arte is bue the Checkee 
roule, and Regifter of the Produétions vetered , and conccites produced by them. 
i 


SS 
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ny | parr - Thecompany of faire,and fociety of honeft womenis likewifea {weet commerce forme: 

| ne pei Nam nos quogue ecnlos eruditos babermns, for we alfo have learzed eyes, Ifthe minde have noe 

F fo much to folace hir-felfe, asin the former 3the corporall fences, whofe partis morein - 
the fecond , bringit toa proportion neereunto the others although is mine opinion not 
equall. Butiris afociety wherein ic behooveth a maa fomewhat to ftand upon his guard: 
and efpecially thofe that are of a ftrong conftitution , and whofe body can do much, asin 
me. In my youth I heated my felfe therein and was very violent:and indured all che rages 
and furious affaults 5 which Poets fay happento thofe who without order or difcretion a- 
bandon themfelves over-loofly and riotoully untoit. Truc it isindeed, that the fame lath 
hath fince ftood me inftead of an inftruétion. 


| 3 
et | Onid.Trip. Quicunque Argolico de claffe Capharea fugit, 
im HA te1.1.23: Semper ab Euboicis vela retorguet aquis. 


i | Greeke Sailers that Capbarean Rockes did Ay, 
From the Eaboan Seas cheir failes ftill ply, 
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| r { 
| Itis folly to faften all ones thoughts uponiir, and with a furious and indifcreet affeGtion 
to engage himfelfe unto it: Buc on the otherlide , to meddle with ie without loue or bond 
of affeétion , as Comedians do, to play a common part of ageand manners, without 
ought of their owne but bare-conned words yis verily @ provifion for ones {afety : and yet 
but acowardly one sas ischat of him , who would forgoe his honour, his profi or his pleas 
) ! fure for feare of danger ; for it is certaine chat the. praétifers of {uch miles » cannet hope 
| 
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for any fruite able to moove or fatisfiea worthy minde, 


One muft very earneftly have defired that, whereof he would enjoy an abfolate de« 
light-I meane ,though fortune fhould unjuftly favour cheir intention: which often ha 
neth becaufe there is no woman, how deformed and unhand(ome foever, but thinkes 
hir-felfe lovely , amiable and praife- worthy, cither for hir age, hirhaire or gate (for 
there are generally no more faire then foule ones ) And the Brachmanian maides 
qanting other commendations ; by Proclamation for that purpofe , made thew ; 
ox: 


De a 7 naam 


pa a 


npn Tat 


Chap. 3. The third Booke. 


_oaaeo ee ws 
of their matrimoniall parts unto the people ailembled, ro fee if thereby at leaft they mighe 
et them husbands. By eonfequence these isnotone of chem, but upon the firft oath ong 
maketh to ferve her}. will very ealily be perfwaded ro thinke well of her felfe. Now this 
commog: treafon and ordinary proteflations of men inthefe dayes,muft needes produce the 
offeets experience already difcovereth which is, thaceitherthey joyne together, and caft 
away chemfelves on themfelves, 0 avoid us, or on their fide follow alfo che example wee 
give chems aéting their part of che play, withour paflion; without care,and without love 
lending themfelves.to this entercourfe: Negwe.affetini (uo anmnaliens obuoxia: Neither liable 
porheir own nor otber folkes affection. Thinking,according to Lyfias per{walions in Pato, they 
may fo much the more profitably and commodioufly yeeld unto us;by how much leffe we 
love them: Wherein it will happen as in Comedies, the {peétators {bali have as much or 
more pleafure,as the Comedians, For my part, 1 nomore acknowledge Venus without 
Cupidthen amother-hood without an off-(pring: They are things which enterlend & en- 
ter-owe own another their effence, Thus doth chis cozening rebound on him that ufech it; 
& as it coft him lictle,fo gets hanot much by it. Thofe which made Vexus.a goddefle,have 
refpeéted that her principall beautie was incorporeall and fpirituall, But fhee whom thefe 
kisde of pople hunt after, isnot fo much as humane, nor alfo brurall; but fach as wilde 
beafts. would not have her fo filchynd terreftriall. We fee that imagination enflames them, 
& defire or luft urgeth them,before the body: We {ee in one and other fex,even in whole 
heards, choifeand diftin&tions in their affe€tions, and among ft chemfelves acquaintances 
of long continued good-will and liking. And even thole co whom age denieth bodily 
ftrength,doe yet braysncigh,roare,skip and wince for love... Before the deed we feethem 
full of hope and heat ; and when the body hath plaid his part, event tickle and tingle them- 
{elves with che {weereneffe of that remembrance: fome-of them {well with pride ac parring 
from it, othersall weary and plutted, ring out fongs of glee and triumph. Whomiakes 
no more of it but to difcharge his body of fome naturall neceflitie,hath no caufe to trouble 
others with fo curious preparation, It és nofoed for agreedy and clownif> banger. Asone 
that would not be accounted better then Lam, thus much I will difplay of my youths wan- 
ton-errors : Not onely for the danger ofones health that followes that game (yet could 
Inot avoid two, though light and.curforie affaules)but alfo for contempt, Ihave not much 
beenc given to mercenarie and common acquaintances. Ihave coveted to fee an edge on 
that {enfuall pleafure by difficultie,by defire, and for fome glory. Andliked Tibersus his 
fathions,who in his amours was fwaiedasmuch by modcfly and nobleneffe,as by any other 
quality. And Floras humour, who would proftitute her felfeto none worfe then Dictas 
tors , Confuls, or Cenfors, and tooke delight in the dignitie and greatne(le of lier lovers, 
doth fome-what fute with mine. Surely glittering peatles and filken cloathes adde 
fome-thing untoit, and fo doe titles, nobiicie auda worthie traine. ..Befides which, 
I made high efteeme of the minde,yet fo as the body might not juftly be found faule with. 
all :For,to fpeake my confcience, if either of the two beauties were neceflarily to be wan- 
ting] would rather have chofento want che mentall,whofe ule isto be emploied in berter 
things. But in che fubje& of love;sa fubjeét that chiefly hath reference unto the two fenfes 
of {eeing and touching, fome thing may be done without the graces of che minde, but little 
or nothing without the corporal. Beaute is the true availefull advantage of women : It is fo 
peculiarly theirs , that ours though it require fome feacures and different allurements , 
isnotinherrightkue , or true bias, unletleconfufed with theirs; childifh and beard- 
le(fe. Ic isreported,that fuch asferve the great Twrke under the title of beautie (where- 
of che number is infinite) are difmitled at furcheft when they once come tothe ege of two 
and twenty yeeres, Difconr/e,difcretion, together with the offices of trae amitte , are better found 
amougf men : andtherefore governe they the worlds affaires, Thefe twocommerces or {ocie- 
ties are accidental, and depending of others 5 the oneistroublefome and cedious for it’s 
taritie; the other withers with old age : nor could they have fufficiently provided for my 
lives neceflities. That of bookes,which is the third;is much more folid-fare & much more 
ours;fome other advantages it yeeldeth to the ewo former: bur hath for her fhare conftan- 
cie andthe facilite of her{ervice, This accefteth and fecondeth all my couric, and every 
where aflifterh me:Ic comforts me inage,and folaceth me in folirarinelfe :: ic eafeth mee of 


che buthen of aweary-fome floth: and at all timesrids me of tedious companies: it abateth 
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the edge of fretting forrow,on condition it be not extreme and over infolent. To divere’me 
Jtom any importunate fmagination or mfinnating concest,t bereis no better way thenzt ohave recourfe | 
unto bookes: with eafe they allure mee ro them » and with facility they remeeve them 
all. And though they perceive Incither frequent nor fecke them, bue wanting other more 
effentiall,lively, and more naturall commodities, they never mutnicor mui mur at mee; 
but ftill enrereaine mee with cne and {elfe-fame vifage. He may well walkea foore, that leades 
his horfe by the bridle, {aith the proverbe.And our James king of Naples & Sicilie, who being 

| faire,y oung, healthy and in good plight, caufed himfelfeto be caried abroad ina plaine wae 
i gon or skreenc,lying upon an homely pillow‘of courfe feathers,cloathedina fate of home 


{punne gray,and a bonet of the fame, yer royally attended on by a gallant troupe of Nobles, 
2 of Litters, Goches, and of all forts of choice led- horfes;a number of gentlemen, and offis 
4 cers,reprefented a tender and wovering aufterity, The ficke man is not'tobe moaned,that baw 
bis heatth in bis fleeve.In the experience and ufe of this jentence, which isimoft true,confift- 
eth all the commoditie I reape.of bookes.In effet I makeno other ufe of them,then thofe 
who know them not. I enjoy them, asa mifer doth his gold ; roknow,that I may enjoy 
them when I lift;my minde is fetled and fatisfied with the tight of poffeflion.I never travel 
without bookes,nor in peace tior in warre; yet doe I patie many dayesand moneths with- 
out ufing chem. It fhall be anon, fay Tor to motrow, or when I pleafey ih the meane while 
the time runnes away,and paffeth without /hurting me. For it is wonderfull, what repofe I 
take,and how I continue in this confideratié that they are at my elbow to delightme whé 
E time fhall ferve;and in acknowledging what affiftance they give unto my life. This isthe 
i beft munition I have found in this humane peregrination, and { extremely bewaile thofe 
| men of underftanding that want the fame, | accept withsbetter will all other kindes of ame 
. mufements, how flight foever,forfomuch as this cannot faile me-At home I betake me form. 
ij what the oftner to my library,whence allaconce I command and furvay all my houfhold; 
It is feated im the chiefe entrieof my houfe,thence I behold under me my garden, my bafe 
| court,my yard,and looke eveninto moft roomes of my houfe. There without order, with« 
out method,and by peece-meales I turne overand ranfacke, now one booke and now ano- 
il Og ther.Sometimes I mufe and ravesand walking up & downe] endight and enregifterthefe _ : 
ry humours;thefe'my conceits, It is placed on the third ftorie of a tower. The lowermoft 
ismy Chapell 5 the feconda chamber with other lodgings, where I often lie, becanfe I 
would bealone. Above itis a great ward-robe, It was in times paft the moft unprofitable 
place of all my houfe, There I paft the greaceft part of my lives dayes, and weare out moft 
d houres of the day.J am never therea nights; Next unto itis a handfome neat cabinet, able 
i and large enough to receive fire in winter, and yery pleafantly windowen. Andif I feared . 
. not care,more then coft;(care which drives and diverts me from all bufjnc fle )Imightea- 
fily joyneaconvenient gallericof a hundred paces long,and twelve broad,on each fide of 
if it,and upen one Aloore;having already, for forme other purpofe, found allthe walles raifed 
unto a convenient height.Each retired place requireth a walke, My thoughts are pronéto 
* fleepe,if I fit long. My minde goesnot alone as if ledges did moove it. Thofe that ftudie 
Bock without bookes, are all inthe fame cafe. The forme of it is round,and hath no flat fide, bue 
i@ what ferveth for my table and chaire:In which bending or circling manner, atonelooke it 
i; offreth me the full fight of all my books, fet round about upon thelves or desks, five rancks 
j one upon another, Ic hath three bay-windowes,of a farre-extending, rich and unrefifted 
profpeét,and isin diameter (ixeeene paces void.In winter I'am leffe continually there: for 
my houfe(as the name of it importeth)is pearched upon an over-pearing hillockesand hath 
no part more fubjeét to all werhers then chis:which pleafeth me the more,both becaufe the 
acceffe unto it is fomwhat troublefome and remote, & forthe benefit of the exercife which 
is to be refpeétedsand thar I may the beter feclude my felfe from companie,and keepe in- 
crochers from me: There is my feat,that 1s my throne, I endevour to make my rule therein F 
abfolute, & to fequefter thar only corner from the communitie of wife, of children and of 
acquaintaince. Elfe-where J have bue a verball authoritic,of confufed effence. Mi ferable, 
in my minde is he,who in his owne home;hath no where tobe to himfelfe;where hee may 
particularly court,and at hig pleafure hide or with-draw himfelf. Ambition paieth her fol« 
Sen.conf. Ad. lowers well,to keepe them ftillin open view,asa ftatue infome con{j Picuous place. -¢Afag2 
Polie26ks Mt fervitns off magna fortuna: A great fortaneis a greag bondage, They cannot bee ptivace fo 
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thuch as at their privie, I have deemed nothing forude in the aufterity of the life, which 
our Church men affeet, as that in fome of their companies they inftituce a perperuall focie- 
tic of place,anda numerous affiftance amongft them in any thing they doe. And deeme it 
fomewhat more tolerablero be ever alone,then never able to befo. Ifany fay tome, [tis a 
kinde of yilifying the Mufes, to ufe them only for fport and recreation, he wots notas 
J doc,what worth, pleafure, {port and paffe.time is of + I had well nigh termed all other 
ends rediculous-1 live from hand to mouth, and with reverence be it {poken, I live but to 
my felfe: there end all my defignes. Being young I ftudied for oftentation; then little to 
enable my felfe and become wifersnow for delight and recreation,never for gaine, A vaine 
conceit and lavith humour I lad after this kinde of ftuffe;not only to provide for my need, 
burt fomewhat further to adorne and embellish my felfe wichall - I have fince partlie lefe it. 
Bookes have and containe divers pleafing qualities to thofe that can duly choofethens, But no gaod 
without paines; wo Roles without prickles. Icisa pleefure not abfolutely pure and neate, no 
snore then all others; it hath his inconveniences attending on it & fomtimes waighty ones: 
The minde is therein exercifed, but the body (the care whereof I have not yet forgotten) re= 
maineth there-whilft without aétion,and is wafted, and enforrowed, I know no exce(le 
snore hurtfull for me, nor more to be avoided by me, inthis declining age. Loe here my 
three nit fayoured and particular employments, I fpeake not of thofe | owe of dutie te 
the world. 
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of diverting and diverfions. 


| Was once employed in comforting of a truely-aflited Ladies the greateft part of their 
difcourfes are artificall and ceremonious, 
Vberibus femper lachrimsis,femperque paratis, 

In flatione fua, atque expettantibus slam, 

Quo jnbeat manare modo, 

With plenteous teares; {till readi¢in their ftand, 

Expeéting ftill cheir Miftretfes commaund, 

How they muft flow,when they muft goe, 

Men do butill in oppofing themfelves againft chis paffion ; for oppofition doth but in 
cenfe and engage them more to forrow and quiernetle : The di/ea/ess exafperated by the 
jealonfie of debate.In matters of common difcoutfe,we fee,that what I have fpoken withoue 
heede orcare,if one come to conteft with me about it, Iftifly mainraine and make good 
mine ewne;much more if it be athing wherein J am intereffed, Befides,in fo dooing,you 
enter but rudely into your matter, whereas a Phyfitions firft entertainment of his patient 
fhould be gracious, cheerefulland pleafing. dn ugte and froward Phyfition wronght never 
any good effet, On the contrary then, we muft at firft affift and fmoothe their laments,and 


witne{fe {ome approbation and excufe thereof. By which meanes you get ereditto goon; 


and by an eafieand infenfible inclination, you fall inco more firme and ferious difcour{es 
and ft for their amendment. But J, who defired chiefly to gull the affiftants, thac had cheir 
eyes caft on me,meant co falve their mifchiefe:l verily finde by experience, that I have buc 
an ill and unfruitfull vaine to perfwade. I prefent my reafons either too fharpe,ortoo drie, 
or too ftirringly or too carelefly. After | had fora while applyed my felfeto hir rorment, I 
attempted not to cure it by ftrong and lively reafons:either becaufe I want them, or becaui¢ 
Tfappofe I might otherwife effeét my purpofe the beter. Nor did Icullout the feverall 
fathions of comfort preferibed by philofophy: That the ching lamented isnot iN,as:Clean- 
thes:or buta lirtic ill,asthe Peripatetikes : That to lament isneitherjuft, nor commen. 
dable,as Cbryfippxs: Nor this Epicurns, moft agreeing with my manner, to tranflate the 
conceit of ykrefome into delightfome things : Nor to make aloade of all «this mafle ; 


difpenfing the fame, asone hath occafion, as Cicero, But faitcand foftly et our 
ifcours 
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difcourfes, and by degrees bending them unto fubjeéts more neare 3 thena little more réa 
mote, even as fhee more or leffe enclined to mee. 1 unperceaveably remooved thofe dole- 
full humours from hir : fothaeas long as | was with her, fo long I kept her in che erefull 
countenance; and untroubled fafhion, wherein I uled diverfion, Thofe which in the fame 
fervicefaecededmee, found her no whit amcnded:the reafon was, Ihad not yetdriven 
my wedge to the roote. Ihave peradventure elfe where, glaunced at fome kindes of pub- 
like diverfions, And the militarie cuftomes uled by Perictesinthe Peloponefian warre, 
and a thoufand others elfe where , ro divert or withdrawe the armi¢e of an enemie from 
their ownecountry, is too frequent in hiftories, It was an ingenious diverting, where-with 
the Lord of Himsbercourt faved both him(elfe and others in the rowne of Liege, into which 
the Duke of Burgondie, who beleagred the fame;had caufed himto enter, to performe the 
covenants of their accorded yeelding. The inhabitants chereof,to provide for it, aflembled 
by night,and began to mutinie againft chcir former agreement, determining upon this ad- 
vantage to fet upon the Negotiators, now in their power.Hee perceiving their intent, and 
noife of this fhoure readie to fallupon him, andthe danger his lodging wasin, forth. with 
rufhed out upon themtwo cittizens (whereof he had divers with him )furnifhed with moft 
plaufible and new offers to be propounded to their counfell, bue indeed forged at that in- 
ftant to ferve his turne withall,and to ammufe them. Thefetwo ftayes the fift approaching 
ftorme, and carryed this incenfed Hydra-headed. monfter multitude backe tothe towne. 
houfe,to heare their charge,and accordingly to determine of it. The conclufion was fhore; 
when loe a (econd tempeft came rufhing on , more furioufly inraged then the former 3 to 
whom he immediately difpatched foure new and femblable incercc(fors, with roteftations 
that now they were in earneftto propefe and declare new and farre more saa conditions 
untothem, wholly totheir content and fatisfa€tion; whereby this difordered rout was ae 
gaine drawne to their Conclave and Senate-houfe.In fumme,he by {uch adifpen{ation of 
amufements,diverting their headlong fury, and diffipating the fame with vaine and frivo- 
lous confulcations,at length lulled chem into fo fecure a fleep,that he gained the day, which 
‘was his chicfeft drift and only aymed feope. This other ftorie isalfo ofthe fame predicae 
ment. Atalanta a maid of rare furpafsing beautie, and of2 wondrous ftrange difpofition to 
ridde herfelfe froma the importunate purfuic of athoufand amorous futors,. who folliciced 
her for mariage,prefcribed this law unto them;that fhee would accept of him thar thould 
¢quall her in running:on condition thofe the thold overcome might lofe their lives. Some 
there were found,who deemed this prize wor:hie the hazard,& who incurred the penaliie 
of fo cruell amatch.Hippomenes comming to make his a(fay after che reft, devoutly addre(= 
fed himfelfe to the divine prote€reffe of all amorous delights, earneftly invoking her affi- 
fance: who gently liftning to his hearty prayers, furnifhed him with three golden Apples, 
and taught him howtoulethem. The {cope of the race being plainc, according as Fi:ppo- 
menes perceived his {wift-foored miftreffero approch hisheeles, he let fall (as at unawares) 
one of his Apples: che heedleffe maiden geaing and wondring at the alluring beautie of ity 
failed not to turneand take itup, 
: Obfiupnit virgo,nitidique cupidine pomi, 

Declinat cur(us, aurumaue volubile rollit. 

The maid amaz’d,defiring that faire gold, 

Furnes by her courfe,takes it upas it rold, 

The like he did (athisneed) with the fecond and third, untill by this digreffing and 
diverting, the goale and advantage of the courfe weas iudgedhis. When Phyfitians can- 
not purgethe theume, they divert and remooye the fame unto fome leife dangerous parr. 
Talfo perceive itto be the moft ordinary receit for the mindes difeafes. Abducendus etians 
wonnunquam anions eff ad aliena Audia,follicitudines,curas negotia: Loci deniqne mutatione, tans 
quam agrots non convalefcentes, fap curandus eft: Our minde alfa is fomsetimes to be diverted to 
other findics cogitations cares and bufine(fes:and laftly to be cured by change of place, as ficke folkes 
ufe,that otberms{e cannot get health, We make it feldome to thocke mifchiefes with direa rea 
fiftance:we make it neitherto beare norto break,bur to fhun or divert,the blow. This other 
Ieffon is too high, and over-hard. Ic is for him of the fir ranke, meerely to ftay upon the 
thing ic felfe,to examine and judgeit, I belongth to onconely Socrates, to accoft and 
gntertaine death with an undaunted ordinary vifage, to pegome familias and play wich ic 
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he fecketh for no comfort out of the thing it felfe. To die {eemeth unto him a natural] aad 
gndifferent accident: thereon he wifhly fixeth his fights and thereon herefolvech wichour 
looking elfe- where. Hegefas his difciples, who with hunger ftarv’d chemifelves to death, in- 
cen(ed thereunto with the perfwading difcourfes of his leffons; and that fo thicke as King 
Prolowey forbad him any longer to entertaine his fchoole with {uch murtherous precepts. 
Thole confidered not death init felfe, they judged it not + This was noc the limit of their 
thoughts, they run on,and ayme ac another being. Thofe poore creatures We {ce on {cals 
folds,traught with an ardent devotion, therein to the utcermoft of their power, employing 
al their fencesstheir eares arrenuve touch inftrutions as Preachers give them their hands 
and cyes lift uptowards heaven ; their voice uttering loud and earneft praiers; all with an 
eager and continuall rurh. mooving moron; doe verily what in fuch an unavioydable exi- 
sent is commendable and convenient.One may well commend their religion, but not pro- 
perly their conftancy. They fhunne the brunr;they divert their confideration from death;as 
we wero dandle and bufie children, when we would lance them orlet chem bloud. I have 
feen (ome,who if by fortune they chanced to caft their eyes towards the dreadful preparatie 
6; of death,which were round about them, fal inrorrances, & with fury cait their cogitati- 
ons elfe-where. Wee teach thofe that are ro palfe over fome ficepy downe fall or dreadfull 
abiffe,to fhut or turne afide their cies. Subrius Fla vins.being by the appointment of Nereto 
be putto death by the hands of Niger,borh chiefe comanders in war:when he was brought 
unto the plece where the execution fhould be performed, fecing the pit Wiger had cauied 
to be digged for him uneven and unhandfomely made : Wor is thispie (quoth he tothe 
fouldiers that ftood about him Jaccording tothe trae difcipline of war:Andto Niger, who wile 
Jeg him tw hold hishead fteddy 1 s#fh thom woulde/t firicke as ftedaily, He guefied right; for 
Nigers arme trembling, he had divers blowes at him before he could ftrike it off. T his man 
feemeth to have fixed his thoughts {urely and direétly onthe matter, He that dies in the fue 
ry of a battle, with weapons in hand thinkes not then on death,and neither feeleth,nor cO< 
fidereth the fame:che heare of thefight tranfports him. An honeft man of my acquaintance, 
falling downe in a {ingle combate,and feeling himfelfe ftab’d nine or ten times by his ene- 
my, was calied unto by the by ftandersto callon God and remember his confciencesbut he 
told me after,that albeit thofe voices came unto his cares,they had no whit mooved him, dz 
that hechought on nothing, but how to difchargeand revenge him(elfe,In which combat 
he vanquifhed and flew his adverfary- : 

He who brought L.Sylanus his condemnation, did much for him:in that whé he heard 
him an{wer he was prepared to die , but nor by the hands of bafe villaines, ran upon him 
with his fouldiers to force hits againft whom obftinately defending himfelf though unar- 
med with filts and feet: he was flaine inthe confliét: difpereing witha ready and rebellious 
choller the painefull fence of a long and fore-prepared death:to which he was aligned. We 
ever thinke on fomewhat elfe: either che hope of a better life doth fertle and {upport us, of 
the confidence of our childrens worth,or the future glory of our name, or the avoyding of 
thefelivesmifchieves, orthe revenge hanging over their heads that have caufed and pro- 


cured our death: 
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Spero equidem medi; s.f3 quid pia nimina poffants Ving. Aen 
Supplicta hau[urum foopulis, > nomine Dido 1.4.38 
Sape vocaturtm, 

fudiam, & hac manes venset mibi fama {ub imos. 3873 


[ hope, if powers of heaven have any power, 

Oarockes he fhall be punifht,at that houre, 

He oft on Didoes name fhall pittileffe exclaime, 

This thall I heare,and this repott,fhall ro me in my grave refort. 


when one came rotell him the death of 
aft his 


Xenophon facrificed with a crowne on his head, 
his fonne Gryllvs in the batrell of CMantinea. Ac the firft hearing whereof he ¢ 


crowne to the ground, but finding upon better relation how valiancly he died, he cooke 
ic up and put it on his head againe. Epicurus alfo ac bis death comforted himfelfein che Ch. Y'ufe.le 


ecernitic and worth of his wiitings Omnes clari & nobilicars labores fant solerabiles. A g!9- 
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vsous and honourable labours are made tolerable. And the {ame wound,and the {ame toile (faith. 
Xenophon) toucheth not a Generall of an armie, as it doth a private fouldier, Epaminonaas 
tooke his death much the more cheerefully, being informed thatthe viétorie remained 
on his fide: Hae funt folatia,bac fomenta fummorum dolorum : Thee are the comforts, thefe the 
eafes of moft grievous paines, And {uch other \ike circumftances ammufe,divert and remoove 
us from'the confideration of the thing in it felfe.Eventhe arguments of Philofophie , at 
€ach clappe wreft and turne the matter afide, and {carcely wipe away the fcabbe thereof, 
The fisft man ofthe firft Philofophicall Schoole and Superintendent of the reft, that greae 
Zeno,againk death,cried qut;Noevsll is bonourable;death is: therefore is death no evil. Againft 
drunkenneffe;Vo man entrufts bis fecrets to a drunkard; every one tothe wife: therefore the wife: 
willnot be drunke, 1s this to hit the white ? Hove tofee,that thefe principal wits cannot rid 
themf{elves ofourcompany. As perfeétand abfoluteas they would be, they ftillare bue 
grofle and fimple men, Revenge is a /weet- pleafing paffion, of a great and natural tmprelfion : ¥ 
perceive it well,albeit Ihave made no triall of it. To divert of late a young ptince from ir, 
T told him not , he wasro offer the one fide of hischeeke, to him.who had ftroke him on 
the other,in regard of charitys nor difplaid Iunto him the tragicall events Poefie beftow 
eth uponthat paflion. There I left him, and ftroveto make him tafte the beautie of a con- 
trary image ; the honour, the favour and the good-will he fhouldacquire by gentlene(lé 
& goodnel{e: diverted him toambition. Behold how they dealein {uch cafes. /f your affe- 
‘lion in love beover-powerfull, difperfe or diffipate the fame, fay they ; andthey fay crue, for £ 
have often,with profit made triall of it: Breakeit by the vertue of feveral defires,of which 
one may be Regent or chicfe Mafter,if you pleale;_ but for feare it fhould mifufe and tyraties 
nize you, weaken it with dividing, and protraét 1t with diverting the fame, 


(4m morofa vago finguliiet snguineg vena, 
Conyicito bumoremcolletium in corpora Gibeques. 
When raging luft excites a panting tumor, 
To divers parts fend that colleé&ted humor. 
Ard looketo itintime,leftit vex you,if it haveonce feized on you, 
Si 20m prima novis conturbes yuluera plagis, 
Delgivagaque vagus Venere ante recentiacures, 
Voletfe the firft wounds with new wounds you mix, 
And ranging cure the frefh with common tricks. 

I was once neerely touched with a heavy difpleafure,according to my complexionsand 
yet more iuft then heavie:l had peradventure loft my/felfe in it,had I only relied upon mine 
owne ftrength, Needing a vehement diverfion to with-drawmrefrom itsI did by Arte and 
ftudie make my felfe a Lover,whereto my age affifted me;love difcharged and diverted me 
from the inconvenience, which goad-wil and amitie had caufed in me. So isit in all things 
elfe.A fharpe conceit potfe(fech,and-a violent imagination holdeth me : I finde ita fhor- 
ter courfe to alrer and divert, then totame and yanquifhthefame: if I cannot fubftitutea 
contrary unto it, atleaft] prefent anotheruntoit. Change ever eafeth, Varietie difélveth, 
and [bifting diffipaterb.1f I cannot buckle with it,] flie from it:andin fhunning it, | ftray and 
double from itShifting of place,exercifeand company, I fave my felfe amid the throng of 
other ftudies and ammufements, where it lofeth my cracke,and fo I flipaway. Nature pros 
ccedeth thus, by the benefit of inconftancy:For,the time it hath beftowed on-us, asa fove- 
raigne phyfitié of our paffions,chiefly obtaines his purpofethat way,when fraughting our 
conceits with other and different affairés,it diflolveth and corrupteth chat firft apprehenfi- 
on,now forcible foever it be.A wile man feeth little le(fe his friend dying at the end of five 
and twenty yecres, then atthe beginning of the firft yeere;and according to Epicarss, no- 
thing leffe:for heaferibed no qualification of perplexities, either to the forefight or antiqui~ 
ticof them. But fomany other cogitations,crofie this, that it languitherh, and in the end 
groweth weary. To divert the inclination of vulgar reports, Alcibtades cut of his faire dogs 
eares and taile,and fo drove him into the marker place;that giving this fubject of prattle to. 
the people,they might not meddle with his other actids. haveallo feen fome women, who 
to divert the opinionsand conjeétures of the babling people,and to divert the fond ratlin 
of fome,did by counterfet and diffembled affc tions, overthadow and cloak ciuc affeGions. 
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‘Amongt which have noted ome, whoin dillembling and counterfeiting have fuffered 
thetmfelves to be intrapped wittingly and in good carneft; quitting their crue and original] 
humour for the fatned:of whom I learnethat fich 4s finde themfelves well leated,are very 
foolesto ycelde unro that maske. The common grectings , and publike entertainements 
being referved upto chat fet or appointed feruant » beleeue there is little fufficiency in him, 
ifin the éndhe ufurpe hor yourroome and fend you untobis, This is properly to cut out g 
ftitch ups fhiée,for anotherto put on. 4 tintle thing doth dinere and turne us; Sor a finall shing 
holds ws. We do not much refpeét fubjcéts in groils and alone: they are circumftances, or 
fmall and fuperficiall images that moove and couch us; and vaine rindes which rebound 
from fubjc&ss 

Folliculos ut tune terewes aftate cicada 

Lixguunt. 

As grafle-hoppers in fummer now forfake 

The round. grown theafes, which they in rime thouid take. 

Plutarke himfelfe bewailes his daughter by the fopperies of his childchood, The rememe 
brance of a farewell , of an ation, of a particular grace, or of a laft commendation,afHie us, 
Cefars gowne difquieted all Rome,which his death had not done; The very found of names, 
which gingleth in our cares,as,Oh my poore maffer ; 01, Alas my deare friend s Ob my good fam 
thersor, Alas my (weete aaughter,When fuch like repetitions pinch mc,& chat Ilooke more 
nearely to chem,] finde them bur grammatical] lamentssthe word and che tun@wound me, 
Even as Preachers exclamatioris do often move their auditory more, then their reafons: 
and as the pittifull groane of a beaft yerneth us though it be killed for our ufe ; wichour 
poifing or entring there-whileft, into the trueand maflie ellence of my fubjeQ 


Hus fe flinsulis dolor ipfe lace (fit. Pacansliag 
Griefe by thefe provocations, 4% 


Puts it felfe in more paffions, 
They are the foundations of our mourning. The conceipt of the ftone, namely in the 
yard, hach fomerime for three or foure dayes together , fo topped my wine, and broughe 
me fo neare deaths-doore that it had beene meere folly in me, to hopes nay to defire, co 2. 
voyd the fame, confidering what crucll pangs that painefull plight did {eaze me with. Oh 
how cunning a mafter in che murthering arte,or hangmans trade, was that good Emperour; 
who caufed malefaétors yards to bee faft-tide , thar fo hee might make them dye for want 
of piffing-In which ill plight finding my felfe , ] confidered by how flight caufes and friuo. 
lous objeéts , imagination nourifhed in me the griefe to lofe my life: with what Atomes 
the confequence and difficulty of my diflodging was contrived in my minde: to what idle 
conceits and frivolous cogirations we give place in fo waighty acafeor important afrzire. A 
Dogge,a Horfe,a Hare,a Glaffe,and what nor? were corrupted inmy loffe.To others, theit 
ambitious hopes, their purfe, cheir learning : Inmy minde as fottithly. Iview deach care- 
leffely whien I behould it univerfally as the end of life. I over-whelmeand contemne it thus 
in great, by retayle it {poiles and proules mes The teares of a Lacquey , che diftributing of 
my caft futes, the couch of aknowne hand, an ordinary confolation:doth difconfolate and 
intender me. So do the plaints and fables of trouble vex our mindes: and the wailing 
Jaments of Dydo,and Ariadne paflionate even thofe,that beleevechem not in Virgil, nor int 
Catullus:It is an argument of an obftinate natuire,and indurate hart, not tobe moved theres 
With : as fora wonder, they report of Polemon:who was not fo much as appaled, ac the bi- 
ting of a Dog,whorooke away the braun orcalfe of his leg. And no wifedome 
as by the duc judgemértoconceiue arighe the evident caufe of aSorrows gad griefe,fo lines 
ly & wholly, thac it faffer or admit no acceffion by prefence, when cies and cares nave their 
thare therein:parts that cannot be agitated but by vaine accidents. Isit reafon,that even arts 
thould ferve their purpofes,and make their profit of our imbecillity & naturall blockifhnes? 
An Orator(faich Rhetorick )in the play of his pleading, fhall be moved at the found of his 
owne voice,and by his fained agitations:and uffer himilelfe to be cozoned by che paffion he 
reprefenceth:imprincing a lively and effentiall fotrow, by the jugling heaéteth,to transferre 
it into the judges, whom of the rwoit concerneth leffe:As che perfons hired at our funerals 
who to aide the ceremony of mourning ,make fale of cheir teares by meafure;& of their fors 
row by waight.For although chey ftriuc tq.aét it in a borrowed forme, yet by — 
Ss =a an 


gocth fo far; 
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and ordering their countenance, it iscercaine they at 
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coften wholly tranfported into it, and 

on of atrueand unfained melancholly. Taflifted amongft divers 0- 
thers of his friends , roconuay the deadcorpes of the Lord of Grammons from the fiege of 
Laferre,where he was untimely flaine], to Sorffons. Tnoted that euery. where as we paticda 
long, we filled with lamentation and teares all the people wemct , by the onely fhew of our 
conuoies mourning attire;for the deceafed mans name was not (o much as known,or heard 


of about thofe quarters. Quintilian reporteth,to have feenc Comedians fo farre ingaged in 
" cometo their lodgings : and of himfelfe, that 


aforrowfull part » that they wept after being 

having undertaken ro move 3 certaine paflion inanother : hehad found himielfe farprifed 
not only with thedding of teares, but with a palenetle of countenance , and behauiour ofa 
man truly dejeéted with griefe. In Mounraines,the women fay & uf- 
fay ,weepe and laugh with one breath:as AZartinthe Prieft; for , asfor their loft husbands 
they encreafe their waymentings by rep 
endowed with,there withall under one they make publike re 


to work,as it were fore recompence unto themfelves, 


daine;with a much 


Joade him with new and forged prayfes , 
srived of his Gghr,then hee {eemed tobe when weenjoied and beheld him.As if mourning 


enrertaine che imprefli 


what intereft he hath in fucha fie 


of the Prisce,\ nor lobke,nor pretend any bencfit thereby, and of glory I know how {mall a 


fach as 1am.J haveneither paffis nor quar- 


bluthing with rage,in his ranke of battaile, ready for the affault. 
offo much fteele, the flafhing thundering of the Canon, the clang of rrumpets,and the rats 
ling of Drummes,that have infufed this new fury,and rankor i 
volous caute, will you fay. Howacaule? There nec 
ting humour without body , without fubftance over 
Let methinke of building Caftles in Spaynesmy imagi 
afford me meanes and delights wherewith my minde is really tickle 
ded.How often do we pefter our {pirits with anger or fadnetfe by fuch fhaddowes, and en- 
tangle our félves into fantafticall paflions which alter both ourmind and body ? what afto- 
nifhed, fearing and confufed mumpes and mowes doth this dorage ftirre up in our vilages? 
what skippings and agitations of members and voice, feemes ie not by this man alone, that 
he hath fale vifions of a multitude of other men with whom he doth negotiate;or fome in- 
warde Goblin that torments him? Enquire of your felfe , where is the objeét jof this altcra- 
tion? Is there any thing but us in nature,except fubfifting nullity ? over whom it hath any 
amsbyfes dreamed that his brother fhould be King of Perfia, he put him to 


power? Becaufe C 
devertrufted, efriftodemus King of the AZe [Jentans kil 


deathia brother whom heloved,an 
1ed him(elfe.upon a conceite he tooke of fome ill prefage, by » IT know not what howling 


of his Dogs, And King Midas did afmuch,being troubled and vexed by a certaine unpleae 
fing dreame of his owne.Jtis the right way to prize ones life at the right worth of it,to for 
poitfora dreame.Here notwithftanding our mindes triumph ouer the bodies wea kenefics 
and mifery :in thatic isthe prey and marke of all wrongs andalterationss to feedeonand 

ch reafon to fpeake of ite een a SS ee 


bie fingenti terra Prometheo: oe 


Jlleparam canti pebtoris egit opus. : 
Corpora difponenss , mentens 10” vidit in artes 


Rekha anivas primar debuit effe via. 


Vahappy earth Gift by Promethem formed, 
Who of firall providence a worke performede 
: ae ; z He 


i= 


ee eee 
Chap. 5. The third Boo 


é. 


He framing bodies {aw in arte no minde? 
The mindes way firft thould rightly be affign’d, 
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pon fowse verfes of Virgil. 


J )Rofitable thoughts, the more full and {olide they are,the more comberfomeand heauy 

PR they;vice,death poverty and difeafes, are fubje&s that waigh and grieve. We mutt 
have our minde inftru&ed with meanesto fuftaine and combate milchiefes , and furnifhed 
with rules how to live well and believe rightzand often rouze and exercife it in this goodly 
ftudy. But toa minde of the common ftampe;ic muft bewith intermiftion and moderations 
at groweth weake, by being continually over-wrefted : When I was young, Thad needeto 
beadvertifed,and follicited ro Keepe my felfe in office:Mitth and health({ases one) {ure not 
fo well with thefe ferious and grave difcourfes, I am now in another ftare. The conditions 
of age do but over-much admonith » Inftruét,and preach unto me. From the exceffe of jol- 
dity, Iam falne into the extreame of feverity : more peevith and more untoward. Therefore, 
I donow of purpofe fomewhat giue way uncolicentious allurements 3 and now andrhen 
employ my minde in wartonand youchfall conceics , wherein the recreates hir {elfe, Tam 
now bur co much fetled ; too heavy and too ripes My yeares read me daily aletfon of colde 
neil¢ and cemperance,My body fhunneth diforder,and feares ic : it hath his turne to dire& 
the minde toward reformation ; histurne alforo rale and fway ; and that more rudely and 
awpcrioufly. Be I awake or afleepe, it doth not permit me one houre but toruminateon 
Anftruétion, on death,on patience,an 


donrepentance. As] have | ererotore defended my 
Selte from pleafure, fo I now ward my {elfefrom Cemperancesic halech metoo far back,and 


even to ftupidity. I will now every way be matter of my felfe, Ws[dome bath bir cxceffes, and 
amo leffe need of moderation, then follie. So chat leatt | fhould wither, varnith and over cloy my 
¥elfe with prudence,in the iatermiffions my evils affoord mees 
2 Mens intenta (nis ne fiet:vfque malis, 

Still lec not the conceit attend, 

The ils that it too much offend. 

I genrly turne afide ; and Reale mine eyes from vie 
skie, [have before me ; which( thankes beto God )I co 
out contention & ftudy.And ammufe my felfe withe 
: animus 4 ned perdiait, optat, 
Atque inpratcritafevorus imagine Verfat. 
The minde,whar it hath loft, doth wifh and caft, ~~ 


wing that termpeftuous and clowdy 
nfider without feare, but not with. 
he rem@brance of paffed youth-cricks; 


;Was it not that which Zen his double 
vifage fignified 2 yeares entraineme if they pleafesbut backward. As far asminceyes can 


tutne them thitherward, If it efcape my bloud & 
8¢ Of it out of my memory; 


—— hor ef, 

Vinere bis,vita polfe priore frui, 

This is the way for any to live twife; 
Whe can of former life en joy the price, 


prefent at youthfull exercifes , dances and games, to make 
ility and comlines of others, which js now no longer in them; 
the grace and favour of char blooming agerand willeth them 


Y to thatyoung-man,who hath gladded and made moft of 
them mery. I was heretefore wont to note fullen and gloomy daies, as extraerdinary;-now 


are sey my Ordinary ons : the sxtraordinary are my faire agd elegre dayes, I am ready td 
ae. “ Ss 2 Icape 
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leape for joy, as atthe receaving of forme ynex{pedted favour, when nothing 
Let me tickle my felfe , I can now hardly wrefta bare {mile from this wretche 
mine.] am not pleafed but 
cares of age:but fure thereisneed 
arce again{t nature. It is meere fimp 
incommodities. J bad rather be leffe while olde, then old before my time.1 take hold even of the 
leaft occafions of delight I can meet Wit 
powerfull and glorious ple 
jong for them.] would not have therh fo ftarely, 
ready. 4 natura di{cedimus 5 populo nos damus , uullinsret 
follow the people anthor of no good.My Phil 
conceit. What if I fhould be pleafed to play at cob-nut,ot whip atop? 


‘haftas fbi clanam {ibs pilams.fibi nationes 


grieveth me 
d body of 
ay-ward 


inconceite and dreaming, by fieight toturne afide the W 
of other remedies,then dreaming,A weake contentionot 
licity,as moft men do,to prolong and anticipate humane 


hall.] know now by heare-fay divers kindes of wife 
afures:but opinion is not of fufficient force over mic,to make me 
lofty and difdainfull: as.pleafane gentle & 
bono autlori;We forfake nature , Wee 
ofophy is in aGtion, in naturall and prefent, liccle in 


Non ponebat enim rumores ante falutem. 
He did not prize what might be faid, 
Before how all might fafe be lzid. 


Volaptuouinedfe is 2 quality little a 
out any acceffe of reputation; and is beft affected where it is moft obfeured, That young. 


man fhould deferue the whip,who would fpend his time in choofing out the neareft Wine 
and beft fauces. There is nothing 1 ever knew or efteemed lefTe:I now beginne to learne its 
Tam much afhamed of it,but what can I do withall2and am more tafhamed and vexed,at the 
occafions that compell me to it. Icjis forus to dally,doate and trifle out the time ; and for 
youth to ftand vpon nice reputation,and held by the better end of the ftaffe. That creepeth 
rowards the world and marcheth roward credite , we come from it. Sibi arma. fibi equos, fbi 
e cur(us habeant : nobis fenibus , ex Lufiomibus multis 
Let theen keepe their armor, their horfes, their lances,their polaxces, 
their tennis, their [wimming » andsbeir running , and of | their many games , let them put omer to us 
cldmen the tables dud the cardes, The very Jawes fend us home to our lodgings. Icandono 
etched condition, whereto my age forceth mee,then furnifh it with 


Te(fein favour of this wr 
Jammufe it felfe,as it were childehood;for when all is dene wefalt 


fomewhat to dandle and 
into it againe, And both wifedome and folly fhall have much a do, by enterchange of 


officesto fspport and fuccour me in this calamity of age. 
Mifce fiultitian confilys brenews. 
With {hort-like-foolith tricks, 
Thy graueft counfels mixe. | 
dthofe which heretofore could not have fcratche 


Wirthal I fhun the lighteft pricklings;an 
me,do now tranfpearce me. Sowilingly my habite doth now begin to apply it felfe to euils 


in fragili corpore odiofa onsnis offenfio oft: all offencess yrkefome te acrafed body. 
«Men/qne pati durum (uftiner agraribil, 
A ficke mindecan endute, 


No hard thing for hir cure. 
[have ever beenc ticklifh and nice m matters of offence,at this prefent lam more tenders» 


and every Where open. 
Et minima vires frangere gnafjavalent, 


Leaft ftrength can breake, 

Things worne and weake. 

Well may my judgement hin 
which nature allors me to in 
runne from one ende of the wor 
and abfolute tranquillity;1 who 
ftupide tranquillity is fufficiently to be foundforme, butic makes me drouzy and dizzie: 
therefore Iam not pleafed with it.If there be any body , or any good company inthe cun- 


try,in thecitty, 
or whofe humours are pleafing to me, they nee 


their fifte , and 1 will ftore ¢ \ 
maine. Seeing #4 the mindes priviledge to renew and recover it felfeen old age, I carneftly ad- 
vifeit gp doit: letit bud , blofforme , and flowrifla if it gam 
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mbitious 3 it holds it felfe rich enough of it felfe with- . 


= 


ey a 


J 
ee Cate tet tect 


Chap. 


a ny te 


The third Booke. 


hir tono porpofe; in vaine I offer to divert hir from this combination,ond boorle(fe jr js { 
me to prefent hir Sexeca or Catalluss or Ladies, or ftarely dances: if hir companion have the 
chollicke,it feemes the alfo hazh it. The very powers orfaculties that are particular & pros 
perto hir,cannot then rouze themfelves : they evidently feeme to be en-rheumed: there is 
no blichens in hir productions, if there be none inthe body.Our {chollers are to blam e,who 
ferching the caufes of our mindes extraordinary fits and motions,befides they afcribe fome 
toa divine fury,to love,to warre-like fiercenetTe,to Poefic,and to Wine;if they have nor al- 
fo allotted health her fhare. A health yourhfull,lufty vigorous, full, idle, fuch as heretofore 
the April! ofmy yeares and fecurity offorded me by fictes. That fire of jocoridnefie ftirreth 
tp lively and bright {parkles if our mind,beyond ournaturall brightne(fe and amongft the 
woft working, if not che moft defperate En hufiafmes or infpirations, V Vell, irc is no wonder 
if acontrary eftace clogge and naile my {piric, and drawe fromita contrary effed, 

Ad nullum confirgit opus,cum corpore languct, 

Ic to no worke doth sife, 

VVhen body fainting lyes, 

And yet weuld have me beholden to him ; for lending (as he fayth ) much leffeto this 

confenr, ben bearech the ordinary cuftome of men.Let us atleaft whilft weyhave time,chafe 
all euils, and expell all difficulties from our fociery; 


Dum licer obdubla foluatur fronte feneElus: 
VVich wrinckled wimpled forhead lecold yeares; 
VV hile we may, berefolu'd to merrie cheere, 
Tetrica funt amanandajocularibus Vupleafant things,andfowre matters foould be fweetned & 
made pleafant with (portefall mixtures. Ylovealightiome and civill difcretion , and loathea 
Poughnes and aufterity of behaujour fufpeéting every peevifh: and way ward countenance, 


Triffemque vultus tetriei arrogantians. 
Of auftere countenance, 

The tad foure arrogance. 

Et haber triffis quoque turba cynados 
Fidlers are often had, 

Mongft people that are fad. 

Teafily beleeve Plato, who faieth, that eafeor hard bamors , area great preindice unto the 
mindes goodne(fe or badneffe. Socrateshad a conftant countenance, but light-fome and {my 
ting + nor frowardly conftanc, as old Craffus,who was never feeneto laugh. Vertueis a plea- 
[ant and buxom quality. Few,1 know will fnarle at the liberty of my wr irings, that have not 
more caufe co {narle ac their thoughts-loofenes.I comforme my felfe unto their courage,but 
T offend their cies. It is a well ordered humour to wreft Platos writings , and ftraine his pre- 
tended negotiations with Phedon, Dion, Stella, Archeanaffa, Non pudeat dicere,quod non pite 
deat (entire, Let ns not bee afhame dtofpeake, what we bame not to thiy ke] hate a way wardand 
fad dilpofition,that glideth over the pleafures of his life, and faftens and feedes on miferies. 
As flyes that cannoc cleaue tof{mooth and flecke bodies, but feaze and holde onrugged and 
uneven places.Or as Cupping glafTes,that affc& and fuck none but the worft bloud.For my 
pare Lami refolued.to dare{peake whacloever] daredo: Andam difpleafed with thoughts 
not co be publifhed, The worft of my aétions or condicions feeme not fo vgly untome,as I 
finde it both vgly and bafe not ro dare to avouch them. Every one is wary in the confeffionswe 
Should be as heedy inthe aftion. The bouldnes of offending is fomewhat rec6penfed & reftrai- 
ned by the bouldnes of confefling.hcthat fhould be bound to tell all, thould alfo bind him- 
felfe to do nothing w“ one is forced to conceale.God graunt this excelle of mylicéce draw 
mentofreedom,bciond thefe cowardly and {queamifh vercues, fprung from our imperfedti- 
Ons;and ebat by the expence of my immodcration,! may reduce them unto reafon.Oxe maft 
Suruay bis faulres and fiady them, ere be be able to repeat them. Thole which hide them from o- 
thers,commonly conceale them alfofromthemfelves;and efteme them not fufficiently hide 
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den, if chermfelves {ee tiem. They withdraw and difguife them from their owne con{ciencs. 
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Duare vicia confitetar ? Duia etiam nuncinillis eft , foxsninm narrare vigilants 
wan confe(fe bis faults? Becaufe hee is yet in them;and to declare bis dreame , is for 
king. The bodies euils are difcerned by their increafeeAnd now we findethat 
which we termed the rheume or a brute, The evils of rhe mind are darkened by their ows 
force;the moft infeed fecleth them leaft. Therefore is it,that they muft often a day be had- 
led,and violently be opened and rent from out the hollow of our bofome. Asin checafe of 
00dsfo of bad offices, only confeffion is fometimes a facisfadtion, Is there any deformity 
intheetror,which difpenfech us to confetTe the fame ? Itis a paine for me to ditfemble ; fo ~’ 
that Irefufeto take charge of other més fectets,as wanting hart to difauow my knowledge. 
I cannot conceale it;but deny it I cannot,without muchado & fometrouble.Tobe perfectly 
fecret,oue muft be fe by nature;not by obligation. It ig a {mall matter to be fecret in the Princes 
fervice.if one be not alfo a liar. He that demanded Thales Milefius, whether he fhould folé- 
nly deny his lechery;had he cometo me, I would bave anfwered him, he ought not do it: 
for aly isin mine opinion,worfe then lechery. Thales advifed him otherwife, bidding him 
(weare,thereby co warrant the more by the leile. Yet was not his counfell fo much the eleéti- 
on.as multiplication of vicesWherevpon we fomerimes ufe this by-word,that we deale wel 
with aman of con{cience,when in courerpoile of vice we propofe fome difficulty unco him? 
but when he is inclofed betweene two vices, he is puttoa hard choife. As Origen was deale 
with al,either co commit idolauy,or faffer himlelfe to be Sodomatically abuted by a filthy 
Egiptian flave,that was prefented unto himshe ycildedto che firft condition,and vicioufly, 
faith onc. Therefore fhould not those women be diftafted, according to their error, who of 
lace proteft, that they had rather charge their confcience with ten men, then one Mafles 
If it be indifcretion fore divulge ones errors, ther isno danger though ic come into exam 
and ule: For e-4riffon faid , thar The winds menfearemoft,are thofe which difcover them. Wee 
mutt tuck up this homely rag that cleaketh our manners. They fendtheir cenicience toche 
ftews,and keepe their countenance in order.Even traitors and murtherers obferve the laws 
of complements » and thereto fixe their endevors. So that neither can injuftice comphine 
of inciuility , nor malice of indifcretion. Tis pitty a bad man is noralfo a foole , andthat 
decency fhould cloak his vice. Thefe pargettings belong only to good and found wals,fuch 
as deferve to be whired, to bepreferucd, In fauour of Hugonots , who accufe our auricular 
and priuate confeffion, I confefle my felfe in publikes religioufly and purely. Saint Angn- 
line, Origine ,and Eéppocrates , have publifhed cheir errors of their opinions 5 Tikewile of 
ray maners, I greedily long to make my felfe knowne;nor care I at what rate, fo it becrulys 
or to fay better , I hunger for nothing ; but I hate mortally to be miftaken by fuch as fhalt 
happen to know my namie. Uethat doth all for honor and glory , whar thinks he to gaine 
by prefenting him(clfe to the world ina maske, hiding his true being from the peoples 
‘knowledge? Commend acrookeback for his comely ftature,he ought to take it as an injury 
if you be a coward ,and onchonoreth you for a valiant man, fis it of you he fpeaketh ? you 
are taken for another: | fhould like as well,to have him glery in the courtefies and lowtings, 
chae are fhewed him, fuppofing himfelfe to be | ee of atroupe when he isthe mea= 
neft folower of it, Archelases King of AZacedon,palting threugh,. ftreec fom body caft wat cr 
upon him, was advifed by his followers to punifh-the party : yea bur(quoth he)who everit 
was,hecaft not the water upon me , but upon him he thoughe Iwas. Socrates to one chat 
told him he was railed upon and ill fpoken of ? Tufh(faid he)thereis no fuch thing in me. 
For my part, fhould one commend me to be an excellent Pilore,to be very modeft, or moft 
chatte,-1 fhould owe him no thanks. Likewife fhould any man call me traitour, theefe or 
drunkard, 1 would deeme my felfe but lictle wronged by him. Thofe who misknow thems 
felves,may feed themfelves with fale approbations;but nor I, who fee and fearch my felfe 
gnto my very bowels , and know full well what belongs unto me. lam pleafed tobe kif 
commended,provided be better knowne. I.may be efteemed wife for fuch conditions of 
wifedome,that I account meere follies. Tt vexeth me , that my Eflayes{ferve Ladies in liew 
of common ware and ftu ffe for their hall:this Chap. wil preferre me co their cabinet: I love 
theirfociety (omewhat priuatestheir publike familiarity wants fauor and fauor. In farewels 
we heate aboue ordinary our affections to the things we forgo. I here take my laft leave of 
this worlds pleafures : loc here ourlaft embraces. Andnowte our theame, Why was the 
aéte of generation made fo naturall, fo neceflary and fojuft, feeing we feare to fpeake of it 
whithout shame, exclude is trom our ferious ang regular difcourfes we prononce boldly, 
50 
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to rob,to murther,co betray;and chis we dare not but beeweene our teeth. Are we to gather 
by'it,that'thejle({e we breath out in words the more we are allowed to furnifh our thoughts 
with? F or words leaft vfed leaft writen and leat concealed fhould beftbe vnderftood , and 
moft generally knowne. No age,no condition are more ignorant of it, then of heir bread, 
They areimprinted in each one, without exprefling without Voice or figure. And the fexe 
that doth ic moft , is moft bound ro fuppteffe it. It 1s an ation we have put inthe precin@s 
of filence, whence to draw it were an offence:not to accufe or Judge it.Nor dare we beare it 
but in circnmlocution & piéture.A norable fauour,to a criminal offender, obe fo execrable, 
that juftice deem it injuftice to couch and behold him, freed & faved by the benefit of this 
¢ondemnations feverity,Ic is not herein as in matters of books, which being once called-in 
and forbidden become more faleable and publik? As for me,! will rake Arifforle at his word 
that baQfullnefe 1s an ornament to youth,but « repreach to age. T hele verles are preached in che 
old {choole;a fheole of which I hold more then of the moderne;her vertues feeme greater 
unto me, her vices lee. Dewx qui par trop fusant Venus eftrivent 
Failleut autant que cenx gus trop la (winent, 
Who ftriue ore much Venus to fhunne, offends 
Alike with him, that wholy hir intends 
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Nee fine te quicquam dias inlaminis oras 
Exoritur neque fit letum,nec amabile Guicguam, 
Goddeffe, thou rul’ft the nature of all things, 
Withont thee nothing into thislight fprings. 
Nothing is louely, nothing pleafures brings, 

I know not who could fee"Pata and the Mufes at oddes with Venus , and make thern 
cold and flow in affeéting of love ;as for me, I fe no Deities that better fute together, nor 
more cadebted one to another. Who-ever thal go about to remove amourous imaginations 
fromthe A4x/es,thall depriue chem of the beft entertainement they have,and of the nobleft 
fubj<ét of their work:and who hall debarre Cupid the fervice and converfition of Poefie, 
shall weaken him of his beft weapons. By this meanies they cafte uponthe God of acquain- 
tance,of amitie & goodwill;and upon the Godd elles, protectreffes of humanity,and juftice, 
the vice of ingratitude,and imputacion of churlifhneffe.! have not {o long beene cafhiered 
from the ftate and fervice of thisGod, but that my memory is ftill acquainted with the 
force of his worth and valour, 


agnofco veteris Veftigta flammd.s 


~ 


: Virg. Aen less 
I feele and Feeling know, How my old flames regrow, 


There commonly remaine [ome reliques of, Shinering and beate after an Agnes 
Nec mibi deficias calor hic , hyemantibus annis. 
VVhen VViateryeares com-on, 
Let not thisheate be gon, 


As driesas fluggith 8 as unwieldy as I am.1 feele yet fome warme cinders of my patled heate 
Quabl alto geo, erche Aquiloneo Nota 
Ceffiche tuto prinsa ii rolfe ce Seoffe, 
Nous acchetaei peré,ma il {uono e'lmoto, 
Ritien delionde ance gitate & groffe. 
As graund e£gean Sea,becaule the voice 
OF windes doth ceafe,which it before enraged, 
Yet doth not calme, but ftil recaines the noife 
And motion of hugé billowes vna(lwaged, 
But for fo much as I know of it,the power and might of this God, are found more quick 
and lively in the thadowe of the Poefte,then in their owne effence, 
Et verfus digitos haber, 
Verfes have full effect, Of fingers to ere€t, 
Tereprefenreth akinde of aire more lovely then love it felfe, 
alluringall naked, quick and panting,as fheis herein Virgil, 
Diwcerat,e& niveis binc atque hinc dina lacertis 


230 


: A Tauen.Sat.6o 
Venzs is not fo faire, nor fo Pea ws 


Cunttantem amplern mobifonct:Tlerepemte Gee. 


éAlccepis 


Bbidgo46 


Ving .Geor,|.3. 
1374 


4 


pce ners ADO 


The third Booke. 


ee —— a 


eAccepit folitams flammam wotu[qie medulias 
Intranit calor labe fatta per ofa cucurrit. 
Non fecus atqueolim tonuru cum rupta corufco 
Ignea rima micans percurrit lumine nimbos. 
$0 faid the Goddefe,and with foft embrace, 
Of Snow-white arme.the grim-fire doth enchafe, 
He ftraight tooke wonced fire,knowne heate at once, 
His marrow pearc’r,ranne through his weakned bones 5 
As ficrie Alath with thunder doth divide, 
With radiant lightning through a ftorme doth glide. 
——~ea verba loqauntus, 
Optatos dedit amplexcus,placidumque petivit. 
Conjagis infulus gremio per membrafoporem. 
A {weet embrace, when he thofe words had faid 
Hegave,and his lims pleafing-reft he praid 
To take in his wives bofome lolling laid. 

What therein I findeto be confidered, is,that he depainteth her fomewhat ftirring for 4 
smaritall Vens.In this difcreete match, appetites are not commonly fo fondling ; but drow 
Ge and more fluggthh. Love difdainteb a man foould hold of other then bimfelfe, and dealeth but 
faintly with acqu ntances begun and entertained under another citle;as mariage is. Allian- 


iy 
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ces,refpe&ts and meanes, by all reafon, waigh as ouch or niore, as the grace and beauty. A 
ynan doth not marry for himfelfe, whatfoever he aleageths butas much or more for his po= 
Reritie & familie. he ufeand incereft of mariage concerneth our off-{pring,a great way be- 
yond us. Therefore doth this fafhion pleafe me,te guideit rather by athird hand,& by ano- 
thers fence,then our owne: All which, how much doth it ditfent from amorous conventi= 
ons?Norisit other thena kinde of inceft,in this reverend alliance and facred bond, toem- 

loy the efforts & extravagant humor of an amorous licentioufnes,as I thinketo have faid 
elfe-were. One fhould(faith Arifferle) couch his wife foberly,difereetly and feverely, leaft 
that tickling too la(civioufly pleafure tranfport her beyond the bounds of reafon. What he 


fpeaketh forcon(cience, Phifitt6s alledge for health:faying that pleafure exce ffively whotte 
jall,alrereth the feede, and hindereth conception, Some other fay, 
fhing congreffion (as naturally that is)co ftore it withaconvenient, 


and fertile heat, one muft but feldome,and by moderate intermiflionsprefent himfelfe un 


10 it. 


| 5 
voluptuous and contine 


befides that toa langul 


Ono rapict fitiens venerem interjufque recondant. 
Thirfting to fnatch a fit, 
Andinly harbour it. 

1 fee no mariages fatle (ooner or more troubled,then fuch as are concluded for beauties fake, and 
hadled up for amorous defires. Thereare required more folide foundations, and more conftant 
grounds,and a more warie marching to itithis earneft youthly heare ferveth to no.purpofe. 
Thofe who thinke to honour marriage, by Joyninglove unto it (in mine opinon)doe as 
thofe,who to doe vertue a favour, holde, that nobilitic is no other thing then Vertue. In- 

ed thefe things have affinitie ; but therewithall great difference + their names and 
titles fhould not thus be commixt : both are wronged foto be cenfounded. Nobilitie isa 
worthy, goodly qualtt y,and imrodnced with good reafon, butinas much asit dependeth on others, 
and may fall to the [bare of my victons and worthle[fe fellowe, ittsine fimation farre fhorte of ver= 
sne.If ir bea vertue,itis artificial and vilible; relying both’ on time and fortune; divers in 
forme,according unto countriesilining and mortall: without birth, asthe river Nil/vs gene- 
alogicalland common:by fucceffion and fimilitude : drawne along by confequence, bur 2 
very weake ene. Knowledge, ftrength,goodnetTe,beanty,wealch and all other qualities fall 
within compalle of commerce and communication: whereas this confumeth it felfe in ir 
(elfe , of no emploiment forthe feruice of others, One pi opofed toone of our Kings the 
choife of two competitors in one office, the one'a Gentleman, the other a Yeoman : hee ap- 
pointed that without refpeét unto that qualiry,he who deferved befthold be ele&ed sbut 
yalour or worth fully a-like, the Gentleman fhould be regarded, this was jalt- 
hertight and ranke, Antigen ws,to an unknowne young-man,who fued 
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unto him for his fathers charge, a man of valour and who'was lately deceafed : My friend 
(quoth hee )in fuch good turnes;/ waigh not my fouldiers noble birth, fo much as their fufficten: 
ese. Of truth it fhould not be herein,as with the officers of Spartan kings; Trumperors,Mu- 
fitions, Cookes,in whofe roome their children fucceeded,how ignorant foever,beforethe 
beft experienced in the trade, Thole of Caltent make of their nobility adegree above hu- 
mane, Mirriage is incerdiéted them,and all orher vocations faving warre. Of Concubines 
they may have as many as they lift,and women as many lechardes, without Iealoufie one of 
another. But ic is a capital crime, and unremiffible offence to contraé or marry wirh any of 
different condition:Nay they deeme chemfelves difparaged and pollured,ifthey have bue 
touched them in pafling by.Andas if their honour were much injured and incerrefIed by ic 
they kil chofe who approach fomewhat too neare them. In fuch fort, that the ignoble are 
bound co cry as they walke along, like the Gondoliers or Watrer men of Venice along the 
ftreetes, leaft they fhould juftle with them: and the nobles command them to what fide of 
the way they pleafe,Thei eby do thefe avoyde an obloquie which they effeeme perperual; 
and chofe an affured death, No continuance of time,po favour of Prince,no officeno vertue, nor 


furthered by this cuftome, 
Shoo-maker eannot marry 


ly bound totraine up orphanes in their 
fathers trade,and in no other. Whereby che difference: the difti 


inion and continuance,of 
their fortune is maintained. A good marriage(if any there be )refufeth the company & c6- 
ditions of lovesit endevoureth to prefent thofe of amity. Ic isa 


{weete fociety of life, full of 
conftancy, of truft,and an infinite number of profitable and folid offices, and mutuall obli- 
gations: No woman that throughly and impartially eaftech che fame, 


Whom loves.fire joyned in double barid, 


would foregoce her eftateto be her husbands mafter 
fhe ismuch more honourably & furcly lodged.Be 
dawfull luf or love,let them then be damned on 


ftions admit no doubt in an abfolute found. The reafon we fee (0 
of t's worth,and a tefpimony of it's price,Perf eétly to fafhion and ri 
thieft and beft part of our focietie, We cannot be without it:an 
the fame.Ic may be compared to a cage,the birds without difpaire to get in, & thofe with- 
in difpaire to get out. Secrates being demanded, whether was moft commodeous,to rake, 
OF not,to take a wife;hich focver a man doth (quoth he)be fall repent it, Ie is a match whet- 


few go0d,is an a PParant figne 
ghtly to take it, is the wor- 


‘or fimple mindes and po- 
pular (pirts whd dainties,curiofity & idlenes do not fo much trouble,Licentious humours, 


manner of dutjes,bondes, or obfervances are 


Et mihi dulce magis refoluto vivere collo, 
Sweeter it is to me,with loofe necketo live free: 

Of mine owne difpofition, would wifedome it felfe have had me, I fhould have tefated to 
wed her. But we may fay our pleafuresthe cuftome and nfe of common life overbeareth us, 
Moft of my aétions are guided by example,and not by ele&tion: Yer did I rot properly en- 
uite my felfe unto it, I was led and brought thereunto by ftrange and unexpeQed occafions 
For, sot oize/y incommodions things,but foule,vicions and inevitableymay by fome condition and Ac 
cident become acceptable and allowed. So vaine is mans pofture and defence. Andtrucly I was 
then drawne unto it,being but ill prepared and more backeward,then now I am that have 
Madetriallofic. And aslicencious as the world repures me, I have (in goodtruth) more 
ftricktly obferved the lawes of wedlock,then either I had promifed or hoped. ls is no longer 
time towince when one bath pHton the Sbackles.A man ought wifely to husband his Ii bertysbae 
after he hath once fubmicted himfelfe, unto bondage, heis to tick unto it by the lawes of 
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ba 
mon duty orat leaft enforce himfelfeto keepe them. T hofe which undertake chat covenant 
to deale therein with hace and contempr, do both injuftly and incommodioully And chat 
goodly rule 1 fee paffe from hand to handamong women, as 4 facred Oracle, 

Sers ton mary comme maiftre: 

Et t'en garde comme d'un traifire. 

Your husband as your matter ferve yee: 

From him as from falfe friend preferve yee. 3 
which is as much co fay;Beare thy felfe coward him with a conftrained,enemy and diftruft. 
full reverence(a file of warre , and cry of defiance)is likewife injurious and difficult. I anr 
ro thilde for fuch crabbed diflignes: To fay truth, Lam not yet come to that perfection of 
fafficiency and quaintne(Te of wit,as to confound reafon with injufticezand laugh or {coffe 
at each order or rule, that jumps not with my humour. To bate fuperftition, Ido not pre- 
fently caft my felfe into irreligion. Ifone donor alwaies difcharge his duty, yet ought he 
at leatt ever love , ever acknowltdge it : Zt 1 treafon for one to marry unleffe he wed. But go 
weon. Our Poet defcribeth a marriage full of accord and good agreement , wherein note 
withftanding there is not much loyalty. Did he meane it was not poflible to performe loves 
rights , and yet referuc fome rights toward marriage 5 and that one may brufe ir, withoue 
alrogether breaking ic? A fervant may picke his mafters purfe,andyct not hace him.Beau- 
ty,opportunity, deftiny, ( for deftiny hath alfo a hand therin) 

fatuus off in partibus illts. 

Duas finns abfcondit 5 nam (i tibi fidera caffent, 

Nil faciet longi men[ura tncognsta ner th, 

Inthofe parts thereis fate, which hidden ares 

If chen thou benor wrought-for by thy ftarre, 

The meafure of long nerves , unknowne to nothing ferves. 
have entangled a woman to aftranger, yet peradventure not fo abfolurely, but that fome 
bond may be left to hold her to her husband, They are swodiffignes » having feverall and 
unconfounded pathes leading to them. A woman may yeeld tofuch a man , whom 
in no cafe fhe would have married. I meane not for theconditions of his fortune, but 


forthe qualities of his perfon. Few men have wedded their {weet hearts, their para~ 
mours or miftreffes , but have come heme by weeping Crofle , and ere long repented 
their bargaine. And even in the other world , what an vnquiet lifeleades Jupiter with his 
wife, whom before hee had fecretly knowen, and lovingly enjoyed? Thisisas they 
fay, to beray the panier, and then pat st on your head. My felfe have feene in fome good 


place , love, fhamefully and difhoneftly cured by mariage: the confiderations are too much 
different, We love without difturbance to our felves ; two divers and in themfelves 
contrary things. Z/ecrates{aid, thar thetowne of e-Arhens pleafed men , even as Ladies doe 
whom wee fervetor affection. Every one loved to come thither , to walke and pafle away 
the time : bur none affeéted to wed it that isto fay , toendenifon,to dwell and habituate 
himfelfe therein.J have(and that tomy fpight and gricfe )feene husbands hate their wivess 
onely becaufe themfelves wronged them : Howfoever,wee fhould not love them le({e for 
our faults; at leaft for repentance and compaflion they ought to be dearerunto us. Thefe 
are different ends(faith he)& yet in fome fort compatible.W edlocke hath for his fhare ho- 
nour, juftice, profit and conftanciesa plaine,but more generall delight.Love melts in oncly 
pleafuresand truly it hath it more ticklifh ; more lively, more quaint,& more fharpesa plea- 
{ure inflamed by difficulty-there mutt be a kinde of ftinging, tingling and {marting. Jt is ne 
longer lone,be it once without Arrowes,or without fire, The liberality of Ladies is to profufe in 
marriage ; and blunts the edge of affection and defire.To avoide thisinconvenicnce, fee 
‘the punifhment infli&ted by the lawes of Lycurgus and Plate, But Women are not alrogee 
ther inthe wrong, when they refule the rules of life prefcribed to the World, forfomuch 
as onely men have eftablifhed them without their confenr. There is commonly brauling 8% 
contention between them andus. Andthe neareft confent we have with them , is 
but formy and tumultuous. In the opinion of our Authour, we heerin ufe them but in- 
confiderately. Atter we have knowen , that withot comparifen they are much more cae 

ableand violent in Loves-effedts then we , as was ceftified by that ancient Pricft, who had 
Fcene both man and woman, and tried the paflions of both {¢x#% 
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We have moreover learned by their owrie mouth, what eryall was made of ic,though in di- 
vers ages,by an Emperour and an Empretfe of Rome,both skilful and famous matters in law 
leffe luft and unruly wantonne(Ie ; for he in one night delowred ren Sarmatian virgines, 
thac were his captives; but thee really did one nighe alfo,anfwere five and cwenty feveral] 
alfaults,changing her affailants as fhe found caufe to fupply her teede,or fitte her tate, 
adhucardens rigida teutigine wulug ue 
Et laffata viris nondum fatiata receffit. 127. 
and that upon the controverfie happencd in Catalogns,betweene a wifeand a husband; (hee 
complaining on his over violence and continuance therein (not fo much in my conceit,be- 
caufe fhe was thereby overlaboréd (for but by faith I beleeve not miracles)as under this pre 
text,to abridge and bridle the authority of husbands over their wives, which is the funda- 
mental part of marriage : And to fhew char their frowning,fulletineffeand peevithnetle ex. 
ceede the very nuptiall bed,and trample under-footethe very beattics,graces and delights 
of Venvs:(to whof¢ complaint her husband, right churlifh and rude fellow anfwered,chat 
even on fafting dayes he muft needes do it ten times at leaft) was by the Queene of Aragon 
giuen this notable fentence:by which after mature deliberatié of counfel,the good Queen 
to eftablifh a rule and imitable example unto all pofterity,for the moderation and required 
modefty in a lawfull marriage, ordained the number of (xe times a day, as alawfull, nece. 
{Tary and competent limit. Releafing and diminifhing a great part of her fexesneede and 
defire:to eftablifh (quoth fhe) an eafie forme,and confequently permanent and immutable. 
Hereupon doétors ery out ; what is the appetite and luft of women, whenas their reafon, 
their reformation and their vertue, is retailed at fucha rate?confidering the divers iudgc- 
amét of our defires:for Solon mafter of the lawiers fehoole alloweth but three timesa month 
becaufe this matrimoniall entercourfe fhould not decay or faile. Now after we beleeved 
(fay 1) and preached thus much, we have for their particular portion allotted chem cone 
tinency;as their laft and extreame penalty. There is no paffion more importunate then this, 
which we would have them only to refift:Nor fimply,as a vice in it felf,but as abhominati- 
on andexecration, and more then irreligion and parrieide; whilft we our (elves without 
blame orreproach offend init at our pleafure. Even thofe amongft us, whohave earneftly 
labored to overcome luft,havefuficiently veiwed,what difficulty,or rather unrefiftable ime 
poflibilitie they found init,ufing nevertheleffe material! remedies,to tame, to weaken and 
coole the body. And we onthe other fide would have them found, healthy, ftrong,in good 
liking, wel-fed and chafte cogether,that is to fay, both hot andcolde, For marriage which 
we averre fhould hinder them from burning,aff rds them but {mal refrefhing according as 
our manners are, Jf they meet witha husband, whofe force by reafqn of his age is yet boy 
Jing,he will rakea pride to {pend it el{e-where. 
Sit tandem pudor aut eamms in ins, 
Multis mentula millibus redempta ; 99 
Non eff hac tna, Baffevendidifti. : 
The Philofopher Po/emon was juftly called in queftion by his wife, for fowing in abarré 
fielde the fruit due to the fertile,But if they match with broken ftuffe in fu! wedlocke,they 
are in worfe cafe, then either virgins or widowes.Wee deemethem fufficiently furnithed, 
if they have aman lic by them. As the Romans reputed Clodia Leta aveftall virgine defl u- 
red, whom Catigwla had touched, although it was manifeftly prootied he had but approa- 
ched her : Butonthe contrary, their need or longing is thereby encreafed + for but the 
touch or company of any man whatfoever ftirreth up their heate , which, intheir foly- 
tude was hufhe and quiet, and lay’as cinders raked up inafhes. And coche end, as itis 
likely , to make by thiscircamfance and confideration their chaftitie more meticori-« 
Ous ¢ Boleflaus and Kingehis wife 5 King and Queene of Pofand, lying together, che firf 
day of their mariage vowed it with mutuall confent, and in defpight of all wedlocke com- 
moditie of nuptiall.delightes, maintained the fame, Even from their infancy weeframg 
themtothe {ports of ldve : their inftruétion, behaviour, attire, grace, learning and all 
chet words aimeth oncly at love,refpegtsjonely affection. Their nuzces and their keepers 
impring 
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imprintno other thing in them,then the lovelinetle of love, were it bur by continually pres 
fenting the fame unto them,to diftafte them of it:My daughter(al the children I havc)is of 
the age wherein the lawes excufethe forwardeft to marry, She is of aflowe,nice and milde 
complexion, and hath accordingly beene brought up by hir mother, in arctired and patti- 
cular manner: fo that thee beginneth but now to put-off childith firmplieitic. She was one . 
day reading a French booke before me,an ob{cene word came in her way (more bawdie in 
found then in effe&, itfignifeth chename of a Treeand another thing) the woman thae 
lookes to hir,{taid her pretencly,and fomwhat churlifhly making her ftep over the fame: [ 
let hir alone,becaufe I would not croffe their rules, for I medle nothing with this gowern- 
ment:womens policie hath a myfticall proceeding, we muft be content co leave it rothem, 
But if I be not deceived,the converfati6é of twenty lacqueis could not in fix snoneths have 
fetled in her thoughes,the underftanding,the ufe and confequences of the {ound belonging 
to thofe filthy fillables,as did chat good olde woman by her checke and interdiétion. 

Motus doceri gaudet Ionicos, 

Mature virgo,er fingitur artubus 

Jams weine et snceftos amores 

De tenero meditatur ungut. 

Maides mariage ripe ftraight to betaughe delight 

Tonigne daunces,fram'de by arte aright 

In every joynt,and ev’n from their firft baire 

Inceftuous loves in meditation beare, 

Let them fomwhat difpence wich ceremonics, let chem fal into free libertie of fpeachywe 
are but children,we are but gulles, in refpeét of them, about any fuch fubjeCt.Heare them 
relace how we fue, how we wooe,how we follicitie,and how we entertaine chem,they will 
foone give you to underftand,that we can fay,thar we can doeand that we can bring them 
nothing, but what they already knew,and had long before difgefted without us. May it be 
{as Plato faith) becaufe they have onetime or other beene themfelves wancon, licentious & 
amorous lads? Mine eares hapned one day ina place, where without fufpicion they mighe 
liften and fteale fome of their private, lavith and bould difcourfes;O why is it not lawful for 
me to repeate them? Birlady (quoth I to my felfe )It is high timeindeed for ustogo ftudie 
the phrafes of Amadis, the metaphors of Aretine,and eloquence of Boccace, thereby to be. 
come more skilfull, more ready and more fufficient to confront chem:farely we beftow our 
time wel;thereis nor quaint phrafe,nor choife word , nor ambiguous figure,nor patheticall 
example, nor love-exprefling gefture, nor alluring pofture, but they know them all better 
then our bookes:It isa cunning bred in their vaines and will never out of che ficth, 

Et wrentens Venus sp/a dedit. 

Venus her felfe affign’de 

To them both meanes and minde, 
which thefe skill infufing Schoole-miftreffes nature,youth,healch & opportunitie, are ever 
buzzing in their eares,ever whifpering in their minds: They need not learnaor take paines 
about itsthey beget it, with chem ic is borne, & : 

Nec tantum niveo ganifa eff nulla columbe 

Compar vel fi quid dicitur smprobins, 

Ofcula mordenti femper decerpereroftro: 

Quantum pracipue multivola eft mulier. 

No pigeons hen,or paire,or what worfe name 

You lift,makes with hir Snow-white cock fuch game, 

Witch biting bill ro catch when fheis kift, 

As many- minded women when they lift, 
Had not this naturall violence of their defires beene fomovhat held in awe, by feare and hoa 
nor, wherewith they have beene provided we had all beene defamed, All the worlds mo- 
tions bendand yeeld to this conjunétion, it is a matter every-where infufed,and a Centre 
whereto all lines come,all things looke. The ordinances of ancient and wife Reme,ordained 
for the fervice,and infticuted for the behoofe of loveare yet to be feene:together with the 
precepts of Socrates to inltraGt courtizanss — oti mea 
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Nec non libelti 8 roicé inter fericos 

Lacere pulusllos amavt. 

Ev’n Stoicks books are pleas’d 

Amidft filkt cufhions to be eas’d. 
Zeno athong other laws,ordered alfothe ftruglings , the opening of leg¢es, andthe s&ions; 
which happen in the deflowring of a virgin. Of what fenfe was the book of Strate the Phi- 
lofopher, of carnall copulation? And whereof treated Theopbraftus in thole he enricled, one 
The Lover,the other; Of Love ? Whereof Ariftippus in his volume Of ancient delicioufneffe or 
(ports? What ithplied or what imported the ample and lively defcriptions in P/ato ; ot the 
loves practifed in his dayes?And the lover of Demetrius Phalerens? And Clintas, or the fore 
ced lover of Htrachdes Ponsicus ? And thar of Antifihenes, of the getcing of children , or of 
weddings ? And the other, Ofthe Mafter,or of the lower? And that of Arifto Of amerons exe 
ercifes 7 OF Cleanthes , one of love,another of the Art of love? The amorous dialogues of 
Spherns ? And the filchy intolerable; and without bluthing not co be vetered fable of Lnpster 
and Jano,written by Chrvfippus? And his fo lafcivious fifty Epiftles?! will omic the writings 
of fome Philofophers , who have followed the fe& of Epics. rus, provett: ile of all maner of 
fenfuality and carnall pleafure. Fifty feveiall Deicies were in times paft allotted rothis of- 
fice, And there hath beene a nation fourd , which to allay and coole the luftfull concupi- 
{cence of fuch as came for devotion, kept wenches of purpoje in their cemples to be vfed;and 
it was a point of religion to deale with them before one went to prayers. Vimirums propter co= 
tinestians incontinentia neceffaria eff, incendinm sgusbsys extingnitur. Belske we moult be incontinent 
that we may be continent burning ts queuched by fire, In moft places of the world, chat part of 
eurbody was deified. Inthac fame province,fome flead it to offer , and con(cerated a pecee 
thereof; others offred and confecrated theit feed. In another the young men did publikely 
pierce,and in divers places open their yard between fcth and skin,and chorow the holes pyc 
she longeft and biggeft ftickes they could endare,and of thofe ftickes made afterward a firey 
for an offring to their Gods , and werecfteemed of {mall vigour and leffe chaftity , if by the 
force of that cruell paine they fhewed any difmay. Elfe-where, the moft facred magiftrare 
was teverenced and acknowledged by thofe parts.And in divers ceremonies the po: traicure 
thereof was carried and fhewed in pompe and ftate , tothe honour of fundty Deities. The 
Egyptian Damesin'their Bacchanalias feafts wore a Wodden oneabout their necks,exquifira 
ly fsfhioned,as huge and heavy as every one could conveniently beare: befides chat which 
the ftacue of their God reprefented, which in mealure exceeded the re(t of his bedy. The 
maried women here-by, with their Coverchefs frame the figure of one upon their forheads; 
to glory chemelves wich the enjoying they have of it ;and comming to be widowes, they 
place it behind,and hide it vnder their quoifes, The greateft and wifeft matrons of Rome, 
were honoured for offring flowers and garlands to God ‘Priapus, And when their Virgins 
were maried, they(during the nuptials) were made cofit upon cheir priuities, Nor am I{ure, 
whecher in my time,] have not feenea glimps of like devotions What meant thar laughrer- 
moving ,and maids looke-drawing peece our Fathers wore in'their breeches, yct ¢Xranc a< 
song the Switzers? To what end 1s at this prafenc day che fhew of our formall peeces under 
our Gafcoinc hofes?and often(which is worfc) above cheir natural] grearneffe 9 by falfhood 
and impofture?A little thing would make me believe,that the {aid kinde of garment was ins 
vented inthe beft and moft vpright ages,that che world might nor be deceived,and all men 
Should yceld a publike account of their fafficiency.. The fimp] eft. natiens have ic yet fome- 
Whar refembling the true forme. Then was the worke-mans skillinftru@ed, how it isto be 
made , by the nieafure of chearme or foots That good meaning man, who in my youth, 
thorowoutt his great city, cauled fo many faire scutious and ancicne ftacucs to beguelded, 


left che fen{e of fecing might be corrupted, following the advice of thac ocher good anciene 
many 


Fla city principinmacft nadare inter cives corpora: 
Monet civill people finne, 
By b z bodies we'beginne, 
fhould haveiconfidered., how in the myfteries of the good Goddeifc, all appsrance of man 
was-exeludeds thamhe.was no whit necrer pif he did noralo procurs both hories and affes, 
and at length nature her-felfeco be guelded, 
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Omue adeo genus in terris, homsinumgne ferarnmgre, 

Et genus aquoreum,pecudes,pitlaque volucres, 

In furias sgnemquerunnt. 

All kindes of chingson earth, wilde beaft, mankinde, 
Field-beafts, faire-fethered fowle, and fifh(we finde } 
Into loves fire and fury run by kinde. 


The Gods(faith P/ato have farnifhed man with a difobedient, skittith , andcyramnieall 
smember;which like an vatamed furious-beaft, artempreth by the violence of his apperiteto 
bring all things vnder his becke, So have they allotted women another as infulcing , wilde 
and fierce; in nature likea greedy , devotring,and rebellious creature, who if when hecra- 
weth it, hee bee refufed nourifhment, asimpatient of delay , ic enrageth ; and infufing chag 
rageinto their bodies , toppeth their conduicts , hindreth their refpiration, and cauietha 
shoufand kindes of inconveniences 5 vneill facking up the fruit of che generall thirft, ic have 
largely bedewed and enfeeded the bottome of their matrix. Now my law- giver fhould alfo 
have confidered, that peradventure it were amore chafte and commodioufly fruiefull ufe, 
betimes to givethema knowledge and tafte of the quicke;then according to the liberty and 
heat of cheirfantafie, fuffer chem to gheife and imaginethe fame. In liewof crue cffenciall 
parts, they by defire furmife,and by hope fubftiture orhers,three cimes as extravagant, And 
one of my acquaintance was fpoiled,by making open shew of hisin place, whereyecit was 
not convenientto put them in potfeffion of their more ferious ufe. What harme caufe not 


ehofe huge draughts or pi@tures , which wanton youth with chalke or coales draw in cach 
paflage , wall, or ftaires of our great houfes? wheneea cruell contempt of our natural ftore 
isbredinthem. Who knoweth, whether Plave ordaining amongft other well-inftircuced 
Common-wealths, that men and women,oldand yoong , fhould iatheir exereifes or Gyz- 
waftickes , prefent themfelves naked onc rothe fight of another , aimed at thar or no ¢ The 


: 


Tadian women,who daily withoat incerdi¢tion view their memall over,have at leaft where- 
with ro affwage and ceolethe fenfe of their (ceing. And whatfoeverthe women of that greac 
kingdome of Pegw fay,who from their wafte downward, have nothing to cover themfelves 
but a fingle éloth flith before; and that fo ftraight, that whacnice modeftie, or ceremonious 
decencie foeverthey feeme to affect, one may plainly at cach ftep fee what Ged hath fene 
them that it is an invention or fhift devifed to draw men wato them,and with- draw them 
trom other men or boies,to which vanacurall brutifh inne chat nation is wholly addiéteds 
itmighe be faid,they lofe more then they get:and that a fall hunger % more wehement,then one 
which hath beene glusted, best bat by she eyes, And Liuéa {aid , thar coan honeft woman , ana- 
ked man is no more then an Image. The Lacedemonian women,more vitgin-wives,then are: 
our maidens, fawevery day the young men of their citie,nakedat their exercifes:tthemf{eclves: 
nothing precifeto hide their thighes in walking, efteeming chemfelves (iaith P/ate )fuffic- 
ently cloathed with their vertuc, without vardingall. Bur chofe,of whom S. Anguftine {peaw ° 
keth, have attribured much to nakednetle, who made a queftion, whether women at the la 
day of judgement fhould rife againein their proper fex,and not rather in ours, left eventhem: 
they tempt usin that holy face. In famme,we lure and every way fiefh them:we vnceflantly 
enflame and encite their imagination: and then we cry out, bue ob but ob tbe bely.Let us con~ 
fe(fe the truth’, there are few amongft us, thar feare nec more the fhame they may have by 
cheir wives oftences,then by their owne vices; or tharcarés not more(oh wondrous charity } 
for his wives, then his owneonfcience 5 or that adnor rather be atheefe & church-robber, 
and have his wifea murderer and an heretike,themnor more chaftechen himfelte.Oh impi- 
ous eftimation of vices. Both wee and they are capable ofathoufand more hurtfulland wn- 
naturall corruptions,then is lu@tor lafcivioufnelle. But we frame vices and waigh finnes, noe: 
according to their nature, but according to our incereftywhereby they take fomany diffcrene 
vnequall formes. T he feverity of our lawes makes womens inclination to that vicesmore vi- 
olent and faulty, then it’s condition beareth ; and engageth it to.worfe proceedings then is 
cheir cafe. They will readily offer rather to follow the pra&tifeof law,and plead at the barre 
for a fee,or go to the wartes for reputation, then inthe midf of idlenctlc and deliciou{nelle 
be tied co keepe fohiardaS entinell,fo dangerous watch, See they nor plainly, how theres 
ee ee ncithar 
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neither Merchant, Lawyer, Souldier, or Church-man, but wi 


barden-bearing 


all bemoiled,chrough travell , labour and trudding, will forger all 
this pleafing fport. 


Num tu quatenuit dives Achemenes, 
Aut pinguss Phrygia Mygdonsas opes 
Permutare velis crine Licinia, 
Plenas ant Avabum domos, 
Dam fragrantia detorquet ad alcuia 
Cerwscem, ant facils feuttia negat, 
Qua polcente mags gandeat eripi, 
Interdum rapere oceuper? 
Would you exchange for your faire miftrefe hairé, 
All chat therich Achensenes did hold, 
Orall that fertill Phrygias foile doth beare, 
Or all th? Arabians ftore of ipice and gold? 
Whilft the co fragrant kitfes curnes her head, 
Or with a courteous coinetle chem denies; i 
Which more then he that fpeeds fhe would have {ped, 
And which fometimes to {natch the fotmeft hies? 


Twat not whether (“/ars exploits, or Alexanders atchivements exceed in hardineffethe 
refolution of a beautious young woman, trained after our manner, inthe open view and uns 
controlled converfation of the world, follidited and batrered by fomany contrary examples, 
expofed toa thoufand alJaalts and continuall purfuits , and yer ftill holding her felfe good 
and vnvanquifhed. Thereis uo point of doing more thorny , nor more adtive.then this of not dung. 
I findeit eafter ,tobeare all ones life a comberfome armour on his backe, then a waiden-bead, And 
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hisclient , quit his glory,and negle& his fun@ion,to follow this other bufineffc ? And the 

g porter,tourerly cobber,and roilefyll labourer,all harafTed, all befineared, & 
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the vow of virginity , isthe nobleft of all vowes | becaufe the hardeft. Diabols virtusin timbis cfr iierog 


The divels wafter-portet ties in our loines faith S Jerome. Surely we haue refigned the moft dif- 
ficult and vigorous devoire of mankinde unto women,and quit chem the glory of it,which 
aight ftead them as a fingular motive to opinionace themfelves therein-and feruc them asa 
worthy fubicé& co braue us,ind trampleunder feet that vaine preheminence of valourand 
Vertue we pretend overthem. They hall finde (if they butheed ir) chac they fhall chereby 
not only be hightly regarded, bur alfo more beloved, A gallant undaunted fpirit leaveth not 
his purfuits for a bare refufall ; (0 ic bee a refulall of chatfticie 5 andnot of choife. Wee may 
{weare, threaten and wailingly complaine;we lic,for we love them the\better: 7 here ss no en» 
ricing lure to wi{donse and fecret modeftie ; foic benor rude , churlith, and fréward. I: is bloc: 
kifhnetfe and bajenetle to be obftinarely willful againft hatred and contempt : But apaing a 
vertuous andconftantrefolution,macched with an acknowledging tminde , iris the exercife 
of a nobleatid generous minde. They may accept of our fervice untoa cercaine measure,and 
make us honefily perceive how they difdaine ¥s not: forthe law which enjoineth themto 
abhorre us, becaufe we adore them: and hate vs » forfomach as lovethem : is doubrletfe 
very cruel, were it but forit’s difficultie, Why may they not liften to our offers, and nor 
gainc fay our requefts,fo long as they containe themfelves within the bounds of modeftic? 
VVheretore fhould we imagine,they inwardly affeét afreer meaning?A Queene of our time 
faid wittily, chat sorefis/e mens kinde furamous,ss a teftinaony of much weakneffe,and an accufing of 
ones ovene facsisty : and.that an vnattenpted Lady could not vaunt of ber chaffstse, Honours limits 
arenot reftrained {0 fhortithey may fomewhat be flacked, and without offending fomewhat 
difpenfed withall. Arche end of his frontiers,there is left a free, indifferenrjand newrer {pace, 
Hethar could drive and force his miftretfe intoa corner » and reduce herintoher fort, hath 
No great matcerin him, if he be not contenc with his fortunes The price of bonor of the congue fg 
ss rated bythe diffcultie, VVIII you know what impreflion your merits j your fervices and 
worth have madein her heart ? ludge of it by her behaviour and difpolirion, 

Some on¢ may give more,thar(all things confidered ) giveth not{o mich, Theobligation 
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of a benefit hath wholly reference unto the will of bim that giveth: other circumftances which fall 
within the compatic of good-turnes,are dumbe,dead andcafuall, That listle fhe giveth may 
cofthermore , thenall her companion hath, If rarenetfe be in any thing worthy eftimation, 
it ought to be in this. Refpeét not how little it is,buc how few have ic togive. The value of 
moncy is changed according to the coine , ftampe or marke of the place, W hatfoever the 
fpight or indifcretio of (ome,may upon the exceile of their difcontentment, make rhem fay; 
Verene and truth doe ever recover their advantage. Lhave knowen fome, whole reputation 
hath long ume beene impeached by wrong , and intereffed by reproach yreftored unto alk 
mens good opinien and generall approbation , without care or Art, on¢ly by their conftan= 
cie ; each repenting and denying what he formerly beleeved., From wenches fomewhat fuf- 
peéted;they now hold the firft ranke amongft honourable Ladies. Some told P/ato , that all 
the world fpake ill of him 5 Ler them fay what they lif quoth hec) J will (0 Live, that Ile make 
them recant and change their [peeches. Befides the feareof God, andthe reward of forarea 
fhould incice them to preferve themfelves,the corruption of our age enforceth 
them vnto it:and were I in their clothes,there is nothing but 1 would racher doc,then com- 
mit my reputation into fo dangerous hands, In my ume, the pleafure of reporting and blab- 
bing what one hath done (a pleafure not much fhort of che 2¢t it felfcin fweernetic) was only 
allowed to fuch as had fome affured, truftic and fingular friend ; whereas now-a daies , the 
ordinary entertainements and familiar difcourfes of meetings and attables, are the boaft- 
ings of favours received , graces obtained, and fecret liberalities of Ladies. Verily itis too 

reat an abjedtion,and argueth abafeneffe of heart, fo fiercely to {uffcrchofe tender, dain- 
tie, delicious joyes,to be perfecuted,pelted, and foraged by perfons fo vngratefull, fo yndi(- 
creet,and fo giddy-headed.This our immoderate and lawiefle exafperation againtt this vice, 
proceedeth and is bred of jealoufie 5 the moft vaine and curbulent infirmicie chat may affict 


mans minde, 


ee 


glory, which 


wis vetat appofito lumen de lamsine fami? 
Dent licet affidne nil tawsen inde perst. 
To borrow light of light, who would deny? 
Though ftillthey give,nothing is loft thereby. 

That,and Envie her fifter, are ( in mine opinion the fondeft of the troupe. Of che latter, 
Icannot fay much sa paffion which how effeétuall and powerfull foever they fer footh 3 0f 
her good favour themedieth not with me. As forthe other, I know it only by fight. Beafts 
have {ome feeling of it. The thepheard Crass being fallen in lovewith a, fhee Goat, her 
Bucke for jealoufie beat out his braines as hee lay afleepe. Wee have raifedro the higheft 
ftrainethe exceffe of this moodie feaver,afcer the example of fome barbarous nations: Lhe 
beft difciplined have therewith beese tainted, itis reafon ; but not carried away by it: 

Enfemaritali nemo confoffus adulter 

Prrpureo fiygias fanguine tinxit aguas. 
With husbands {word yetnoadulterflaine, 
With purple blood did Stygian waters ftaine. 

Lucullus, Cafar , Pompey, Anthony, Cato, and divers other gallant mea were Cuckolds, 
and knew it, though they made no’ ftirre about ic. There was inall chat cme but one gullifh 
coxombe Lepidus , that died with the anguith of it. 

Als tum te miferum malique fats, 

Quem attrattis pedibus patente porta, 

Perrcurrent mugilesque raphanique. 
Ahtheethen wretched,of accurfed fate, 
Whom Fith-wives, Redith-wives of bafe eftate, 
Shall {coffing over-runnc in open gate, 

And theGod of our Poet, when he furprifed qne of his companions napping with his 

wife; was contented bur to fhame them: 
- Asque aliquis de ijsnon triftibus optat, 
Sic fieri turpis. 
Some of the merier Gods doth with in heart, 
To fhare their fhame,ofpleafuretotakepart. 
sand yst forbeareth not to be enflamed wich the genele dalliances,and amorous blandifh- 
ments 
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Quid canfas petisex alte? fiduciace/fit 
uo tibi Diva mes? 
So farre why fetch you your pleas pedigree? 
VWVhither is fled the truft you had in mee? 
And which is more, the becomes a fuicer co him in che behalfe of 2 baftard of hers, 
Arma rogo genstrix nato, 
A mother tor.a fonne, I crave, 
An armor he of you may have. 
VVhich is freely granted her: And Vulcan fpcakes honourably of e£neas: 
erma acri facienda viro 
An armour moft be hammered out, 
For one of courage fterneand ftout, 
Intruth with an humanity ,more then humane. And whith exceffé of goodneffe by my con- 
fent fhall onely be left to che Gods: 
Nec divis hominis componier equum ef. 
Nor is it meet, that men with Gods 
Should be compar'd,there is fuch ods. 
As for the confufion of children , befides that the graveft law-makers appoint & affe&t itin 
their Common-wealths,it cécernech not women;with whom chis paflion is,I wor not how 
in fome fort betcer placed, fitter feated, 
Spe etiam luno maxima calicolum 
Conjugis inculpa flagravit quetidiana, 
Ev'n Juno chiete of Goddefles oft-time, 
Hath growne hot at her husbands daily crime: 
VVhen jealoufie once feazech on thefe filly, weake,and vnrefifting foules, t’is pitifull, co fee; 
how cruelly ittormenteth , infultingly ic tyrannizeththem, It infinuareth ic {elfe ynder 
colour of friendfhip : but after ic once poffefleth them, the fame caufes which ferued fora 
groundof good-will, ferve forthe foundation of mottall hatred. Ofallthe mindes difea(es, 
thatisit ,whereto moft things ferve for (uffenance , andfeweft forremedy. The vertue, courage, 
health, meric and reputation of their husbands, are the firebrands of their defpight, and mo~ 
tives of their rage. 
Nutt fant inimicitie nifi dmorisacerba, 
No enmities fo bitter prove, 
And fharpe, as thofe which {pring of love, 

This confuming feaver blemifheth and corrupreth all chat otherwife is good and goodly 
in them, And how chafte or good ahulwife foever a jealous woman is, there is no action of 
hers, but tafteth of fharpneife and fmaks ofimportunity. Ic isa furious perturbation, amoo- 
dy agitation, which throwes them into extremities. altogether contrary tothe caufe, The 
fuccetle of one O amiss in Rome was ftrange , who having layen with,and enjoicd the love 
of Pontia Pofthneia, increafed his affeétion by enjoying her, and inftantly fued to mary her; 
but being vnable to per{wade her, his extreme paffionate love precipitated him into effects 
of a moft cruell, mortall and inexorable hatred , whercupon he killed her, Likewife the or- 
dinary Symptomes or paffions of this other amorous difeafe, ate inteftine hates, flic CMonopee 
ties, clofe con|piracies: 
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Ic is knowne what a woman may, 
VVhofe raging paflions have no fay. 
And a raging {pight,which fo much the more fretcech it felfe , by being forced co excufe it 


. felfe vnder pretence of gootl-will.Now the duty of chaftitie hath a large extenfion and farre- 


reaching compalfe. Is ic cheir will, we would bave them to bridle? That’s a pare very pliable 
and a€tive. Itis very nimble and quick-rolling to bee ftaied. VVhat ? Ifdreames do fome- 
times engage them fo farre,as they cannot diffemble nor deny them ; fe lieth not in them 
(nor perhaps in chaftirie it felfe, fecing fheis a female ) to fhield themfelves from concupi- 
{cence andavoid defiring. If only their will intereffe and engage us, where and in what cafe 

Te 3 ar¢ 


casas SCI 
a anes 


, 
: 
: 


61.6% 


760 


Call €l.3 +21. 


Martsl.7.epig- 


Thid.l.6.epig. 


The third B ooke. 


Chap.s. 

are we? Imagine what great throng of men there would bee,in purfuie of this privilege, with 
winged-fpeed (though without eies and without congue ) to be conucied upon the point of 
every woman that would buy him. The Scythian women were wont to thruft out the cies of 
all cheir flawes and prifoners taken in warre, thereby to make'more freeand private ufe of 
chem. Ob what afurions advantage is opportnuitie | He that fhould demand of me, what the 
chiefe or firft part in love is, I would anfwer, To know how to take fit timeseven fo the fecond, 
and likewifethe third.Ic is a point which may doe all in all, haveoften wanted fortune, but 
fometimesalfo enterprife.God fhield him from harme tharcan yer mocke himfelfe with ir, 
Inthis age more rafhneffe is required ; which our youths excufewnder colour of heat. Buc 
fhould our women looke neerer vnto it, they might finde, how it rather proceedeth of cons 
rempt. I fuperfticioufly feared to offend, and what Llove,] willingly refpe&t. Befides that, 
who depriveth this merchandize of reverence, defaceth all lufter of ir. J love chat a man 
fhould cherein fomewhat play the childe , the daftard andthe feruant. If nor alrogether in 
this,yecin fome other things I have fome aires or motives of the fortifh bathfulneffe, where= 
of Plutarch fpeaketh; and thecourfe of my life hath diverfly beene wounded an4 tainted by 
it; a qualitie very ill befeeming my vniuerfall forme. And what is there among/t vs, but feds 
tion andiarring ? Mine eyes be ascender to beare a refufall asco refufe ; and it doth fo much 
trouble me to be troublefome to others, that where occalions force me or dutie compelleth 
me to trie the willof any one,beie in doubrfull things, or of coft vato him,! do it but faintly 
and much againft my will: But if it be for mine owne privare bufinefle ( though Homer fay 
mofttraly,that ia an indigent or needy man , bafifulnelfe ts but a fond vertue )¥ commonly fub- 
ftirure a third patty, who may blufh in my roome: and direét them that employ mee, with 
like difficulty : fo chat it hath fometimes befallen me; to bave the willto deny , when I hadnot 
power torcfufe. Ic is then folly, to go about to bridle women of a delire.fo fervent and fo na- 
turall inchem.And when J heare chembragge to have fo virgin-like a will and cold mind, 
I but langh and mocke at them, They recoite too farre backward. ‘If it be atoothletle bel. 
dame or decrepit grandame, or ayoung drie pthificke ftarveling; if it be not aleogether cre- 
dible, they have at leaft {ome colour orapparencée to fay it. Bur chole which ftirre about, and 
have a little breath lefe them, matre but their markec ‘with fuch ftoffe : forfomuch as snconfis 
derateexcu{es are no better then accufations. Asa Gentleman my neighbour , who'was fufpes 
eed of infufficiencie, . 

Langnidior teneracni pendens ficnla beta, 

Nunquam femediam fuffulit ad tunicam. 
to juftifie himfelfe,rhree or foure dayes after bis mariage , fworeconfidenely that the nighe 
before, he had performed twenty courfes:which oath hath fince ferved to convince him of 
mecre ignorance,and to divorce him from his wife, Befides, this.allegationis of no great 
worth: For, there is ner continencie nor vertue,where no refiftance tsto the contrary. Ic is true, may 
one fay, but I am nor ready coyeeld. The Saints themtelves {peake fo, Thits 1s vnderftood of 
{uch a3 boaft in good earneft of their coldneffe and infenfibility,and would be credited with 
+ ferious countenance? for,when it is from an affe€ted looke(where the eyes give words the 
lie)and fromche faléring {peech of their profeffion (which ever workes againft the wooll ) 
Tallow of it.Jam a duteous fervane vnto plainnetfe, fimplicity and liberty: bur there is no 
remedie;, if it be not meerely plaine, fimple or infantine ; ic is fond, inept and wnfeemely for 
Ladies in this commerce : it prefently inclineth and bendeth to impudence, Their difgui- 
fings,their figures and diffimulations cozen none but fooles;there lying fitceth in the chaire 
of honour;iris a by-way,which by a falfe pofterne leads us unto truth. If we cannor containe 
their imaginations,what require we of them ? the effedts?Many there be,who are free from 
all ftrangexs-communication , by which chaftitie may be corrupted, and honeftie defiled, 

Iilud fepefacit , quod fine tejte factt. 

What the doth with no-witneffle to ir, 

She often may be foundto doit, 


And those whow we feare Leaff, are peradventure moff to be feared:them fecret fins are the worft,. 


Offendor mocha fimpliciore mints. 
Pleas’d with a whores fimplicicy, 
Offended with her nicitie. 
There are effeasywhich without impuritie may-lofethem their pudicitic ; and which is 
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A Midwife ‘fearching with ber fis 
ber into a certaine maidens virginity, esthér for ill will, or of onskilfulne fle, or by chance , whilef fhee 
JSeekes and lookes into it; hee off and /porled it} Some oné hath loft ox wronged her virginity in 
oking or fearching fort; fome other killed the fame inplayin withit. Weearendeable 
ooking or g ; j 
precifely to circumf{cribe them the ations we forbidthem? Our law muft be conccived.yn~ 
dé; géncrall and uncerraine termes. Thie Véty Idea we forge unto their chaftity is ridiculous, 
For ,amongtt che extremeft examples or patrernes ] have of it,it is Fatwa che wife of Fawnass 
ho after {hee was maried, would neverfulfer her felfeto be feeneof any man whatfoever, 
wno art > : : 
Aind Hierons wife, that never felt her husbands ftinking breath, fuppofing itto be a qualisy 
common co all men, ‘Tt were neceflary5 that co fatishie and pleafe vs,they fhould become in- 
comm pt P 
fenfible and invifible. Now ler vs confefle,thar the knot ofthe judgement of this duty confi- 
fech principally in the will! There have beehe husbands who have endured this accident, 
not only withour reproach and offerice’apaintt thei wives, but with finonlar acknowledge. 
y : F . 2 b 
ment,obligation and commendation to their vertue? Some one thatmore efteemed het hoa 
eftie then the loved her life: hath proftituredthe fame unto the lawleffe luft and raging fen: 
. . ; 1 f a : a Me 
Suality of a morrall hatefull enemy, thereby to {ave her husbands life sand hath done that 
for him, which the could never have beene in 


induced co do for her felfe, Thisisno place to 
extend thefe examples: they are too high and over-rich; tobe prefented in this lufterslet vs 
therefore referve thent for a nobler feat, But to give you fome examples of a more valgat 
ftampe : Arecherenot women daily feene among ftus who forthe only profic of their huf- 
bands,and by their exprefle order and brokage, make fale of their honefty? And in old times 
Phaulins the Argianghi ough ambition offred hist King Phsiip.Evenasthat Galba,who be. 
ftowed a fupper on Ate cenasperceiving him and his wifebeginne'to bandy cie-trickes and 
fignes; of civility fhranke downe upon his cuthion,asare exprefled with fleepesto give bec- 
ter {cope vnto their love 3 which heavouched as pretily : for acchacinftant, a fervanrof his 
prefuming to lay hads onthe place whichwas onthe tableshe cried outright unto him: How 
now varlet ? Sef? thou woe T flcepe only for AAecenas ? Qne may be of aloofe behauiour, yer of 
purer will and beccer reformed , then another who frameth her felfe to a precife apparance; 
As fothe are feene complaine becaufe they vowed chattitie before yeeres of dilcretion or 
knowledge : fo have J {eene others unfainedly bewaile and truly lament thar they were 
vowed to licentioufnefleand diffolutenes before the age of judgement and diftin&tion, The 
parents leaudne(fe may be the caufe of its or the force of impulfive neceffity , which isa 
fhrewd counfellor,aad a violent perfwader. Though chaftiry were in the Eaft Indias of fingus 
lar efteeme, yet the cultome permitced , that a maried wife might freely betake her felfe to 
what man foever did prefent her an Elephant : and that whichtome glory to haue been va- 
lued at fo high a rate, Phedon the Philolopher ; of a noble honfe,afterthe taking of his coun. 
try Els,protetled to proftitute the beauty of his youth to all commiers 5: fo Jong as itfhould 
continue,for money co live wich and beare bis charges. And So/on was the firft of G 
fome)who by his lawes, gaue women liberty, by the price of their honeftic, 
their neceffities: A cuftome which Heroditi reporteth ; to have beene entertained before 
him in divers Common:wealths. And moreover , what fruit yeelds this carefull vexation? 
For, what juftice foever bein this paffion, yet fhould we nore whether ic harrie 
profit or no. Thinkes any man that he can ring them by hisinduftric? 
Pons feram, cobibesfed quis euftodser ip(os 
Cuftodes? cauta tft, e& ab sllis Incipit Uxor,s 
Keepe her with locke and key : but from her who thall keepe 
Her Keepers ? She begins with tiem, her wits fo deepe 
What advantage fufficeth them not,in this foskilfull age ? Carsofity is every where Bicions, 
but herein pernicious, Icis‘meere folly for one to feeke to be refolyed ofa doubt » or fearch 
into @mifchiefe ; for which thereis no remedie; but-makes it worfe , but feftercth thefame: 
thereproach whercof -is increafed » and. chiefely publithedby jealoufie : and the res 
Venge whereof dothmore wound. and difgrace our children , then it helpeth or gra- 
ceth us). You wafte away and di¢ in»purfuirof fo concealed a myferic,of fo obfcure 
2 verification. Whereunto how pitioufly: haveithcy arrived, who in my time have ar- 
cained their purpofe ?. If the accufcr, or intelligencer prefene mot withall theremedy 
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and his affiftance , his office is injurious, his intelligence harmefull, and which bercer defer- 
eth aftabbe, then doth alice. Wee flout him no letfe, that toilech ro prevencir, then laugh 
as him chat is a Cuckold and knowes it nor. The charatter of cuckoldrse perpetuall ; on whoms 
st once faftmeth , st holdeth for ever. The punifhment bewraieth icmore them che faulc, Teisa 
goodly fighr,to draw our privace misfortunes from out the thadow of oblivien er dungeon 
of doubt, for to blazon.and proclaime them on Tragicall Stages: and misfortuncs which 
pinch us nor, but by relation. For ( as the {aying is fhe is a good wife, and that a good ma- 
riage, not that is fo indeed, but whereof no man fpeaketh. Wee oughit to be wittly-wary to 
avoid thisirkfome, this tedious and unprofitable knowledge. The Romans were accufto- 
med, when they recurned from any journey ,to fend home before,and giue their wives no- 
tice of their comming,thac fothey might not furprizechem. And therefore hatha certaine 
nation inftituced the Prieft to open the way unto the Bridegroome , on the wedding day, 
chereby to take frombhimthe doubt and curiofity of fearching in this firtt attempt, whether 
fhee comhe a pure virgin to him, or be broken and tainted with any former love, But the 
world fpeakes of ir.1 know a hundred Gockolds, which are fo, honeftly and litcle undecent. 
ly. An honeft man and a gallant fpirits js moaned , but not difefteemed by ir. Caule your 
vertue to fuppretie your mishap sthat honefteminded men may blame che occafion, & curfe 
the caufe ; chat he-which offends you, may tremble with onely thinking of it, And more- 
over, what man is {cot-free,or who is not fpeken of in this fenfe, from rhe meaneft vnto the 
the higheft? 
tot gus legionibus imperitanst, 
Es melior quam tu multis fuityimprobe,rebres. 
He that fe many bands of men commanded, 
Thy bercer much,fir knave, was much like branded. 
Secft thou not how many honeft men, even in thy prefence, are fpoken of and touched 
with this reproach ? Imagine then they willbe as bold with thee, and {ay asmuch of thee 
elfe-where. For no'man is pared. And even Ladics will {coffe and prattle of ic. And what 
do they now adaies more willingly floutat , chen at any well compofed and peaceable mari- 
age ? There isnoneof you all but hath made one Cuckold or other: Now nacure ftoed ever 
oathis point , Kaemee Hie kae thee,and ever ready to bee even alwaies on recompentes and 
viciflicude of things , and to give as good as one brings. The long-continued frequence of 
this accident , fhould by this time have feafamed the biccer taite thereof ; Ic is almoit become 
4 cuftome. Oh miferable paflion, which hath alfo this mifchiefe,to be incommunicable. 
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Catul. ber. At- Fors etiaws noffris invidst qua ftibns Aures. 
£0%.570. Fortune cv’n cares envied, 
To heareus when we cried. 

For, to what friend dare you entruft your grievanets , who, if hee laugh notat thems, 
will not make vie of them,as a dire@tion and inftru€tson to take a fhare of che quari¢ or boos 
tietohimfelfe 2 As well the fowreneffe and inconveniences, as the fweetnelle and plea- 
{ures incidenkto mariage, are fecretly concealed by the wifer fore. And amongft ether 
importunate conditions belonging co wedlocke, this one, untoa babling fellowas Iam, 
isofthe chiefeft ; thae tyrannous cuftome makes it Vacomely and hurtful! , for a manto 
communicate with any-oneall hee knowes and thinkesof ic. Togive women aduice todi- 
flafte them from jealoufie, were but time loft or labour fpentinvaine: Their cifence is fo 
infeéted with fafpicion , with vanity and curiofity , that we may not hope ro cure them by 
any lawfull meane.. They often recover of this infirmitie by a forme of health , much more 
co be feared,then the difeafe it felfe. For even as fome inchantment cannot ridde away an 

evill, but with laying ic on another, fo whenthey lofeie, they transferre and beftow this 
maladie on their husbands. And to fay truth , I wot not whether a man can endure 
any thing at their hands worfe chen jealoufie : of all their conditions it is moft dange- 
rous,as the head of all their members. Pistacus (aid, thac every man had one imperfe~ 
Elion or other: bis wives curft pate was bys; and but for thar , he thould efteeme him(elfe moft 


happy. It mutt neecs be a weightie inconvenience, wherewith fo juft, fo wile and worthy 
aman, felethe ftare of his whole life diftempered: what fhall wee petie followes doe then? 


The Senate of AZarceille had reafon to grant and enroll his requeft who demanded leave to 
1 a. kill 


Nay, 
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kill himfelfe , thereby to free and exempt ‘himfelfe from his wives cempeftt 


ious {eolding hu 


nor ; for it és anevill, that is ever cleane rid away, but by removing the whole peece : and hath'no 


other commpofition of worth, but fight or fufferance; both too-too hard, God kno 
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in my conceiz,he vnderftood it righe,thar faid, agood mariaze might be made berweene abl; dé 


woman and a deafe man.Lec vs al{o takeheed ylettrhis greacand violent ftriGneile of ob 
tion we enjoine thé,procuce not two cffeets contrary fo our end:tharis to wit,to fer an « 
upon their fuiters flomacks , and make women more eafie to yeeld.: For, as conce: 
firft point, enhancing the price of the place, we raife the price and endearethe defire of the conguefp. 
Mighe it noc be Venus her felfe, who fo cunningly enhanced the marker of her ware, by the 
brokage or panderizing of the lawes? knowing how fottifh and caftieffe a delightitis, were it 
not enabled by opinion,and endeared by dearnes*Toconclude,szis allbae haga 
by fance,as {aid Flaminins his hoatt. Cupid isaroguifh Gad ; his {port is to wreftle with deyo- 
tios and to contend with juftice:Ic is his glory,that his power checketh and copes all other 
might, and chat ali other rules give place ro his, 


€s fle[b, varied 


2} 


“Materiam culpa profequitarque fua. 
He profecutes the ground, 
Where he is faulty found, 


Andas for the fecond point + fhould wee not beleffe Cuckolds if we leffe feared to be {o? 
Pp : 


according to womens conditions: whom inhibition inciteth,and reftranc invicerh. 


V bi velis nolunt, vbi nolis volust vitros 


: Ter.Es S 
They will nor when you will, eas 


When you will nor, they will, ¥ 
Conceffa pudet tre via, 
They are afham’d to paffe 
The way that granted was. 


What better interpretation can we finde concerning (Me ffalinas demeanor?Inthe 
ning fhe made her filly hasband Cuckold, {ecretly and by ftealch ( as the fathionis ) 
ceiving how vncontrolled & eafily the went on wich her matches, by reafon of 
that poileffed him, thee prefently contemned and forfooke that courfejand began openly to 
make love,toavouch her fervants » to entertaine and favour chem in open view ofall men; 
and would have him take notice of it, and feeme to be diftafted with it: but the Gilly gull 8 
fenfeleffe coxcombe awaked not for all this, and by his over-bafe facility, by which hee fees 
med to authorize and legitimate her humours,yeelding her pleafures weerith, & her amours 
taftele(fe : whar did thee 2 Being the wife of an Emperour, luftie, in health and living 5 and 
where?In Rome, onthe worlds chiefe Theater, athigh noone-day , at aftately feaft, ina 
publike ceremoniesand which is more, With one Sifizs, whom long time before the had free- 
ly enjoied, fhe was folemnly maried one day that her husband was our of the Citie. Seemes 
it not that thee tookea dirc& courte to become chafte, by theretchiefneffe of her hisband? 
or thac fhe fought another husband,who by jealoufie might whet her apperite, and whoin- 
fifting might incite her 2? But the firft difficultie fhe met with,wasalfothe laft, The drowzie 
beaft rouzed him(elfe and fuddenly ftarted up. One hath often the wort bargaines at the hands 
offch flug gifo logger beads, Vhave (eene by experience , thac chis extreme patience or long- 
fufferance, if it once come to be diffolved, produceth moft bitcer and outragious revenges: 
for, taking fire allat onée, choller and fary hudling all together ; becomming one confufed 
chaos, clatrereth foorth theit violent effeéts at che rt charge. 
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bur per- 
the ftupidiry 


Trarumgque omnes efundit babenas, 
Te quite lees loofe the raine} 
Thac anger fhould reftraine. 
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He caufed both her'and a great number of her inftruments and abettors to be put ¢o death; 
yca fuch as could not doe withall ; anid whom by-foree of whipping thee had alluredro her 
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adultetous bed. What Vorgill faith of Venus and Vulcan, Lucretius had more fatably f aid it of 
afecretly- ftolne enjoying betweenc her and Mars. 


————bellifera munera Mavers 
Armipotens regit, n gremium qus fepetunm fe 
Reycst,aterno devinitus unluere amoris: 
SPafcit amore avidos inbians inte Deavifias, 
Eque tuo pendet refmpins [piritya ores 
Hiuunctu Divatno recubantems corpore fantio 
Circunfnfa [uper, fuavers ex ore loguelas 
Funde, 
Mars mighty-armd, rules the fierce feats of armes, 
Yer often cafts himfelfe into chine armes, 
Oblig’d chereto by endletfe wounds of love, 
Gaping on thee feeds greedy fight with love, 
His breath hangsat thy mouth who upward lies 5 
Goddefle thou circling him, while he fo lies, 
With chy celeftiall body, {fpeeches {wees 
Powre from thy mouth (as any Ne@ar {weet.} 


When I confider this,reijcie, pa/cit, izbiaus, molisfovet,medulias,labefatta , pendet , percurrst, 
and this noble circunfu/a, mother of gentle sxfu/us, 1am vexed at thefe {mall points and ver- 
ball allafions, which fince have fprung up. To thofe well. meaning people, thereneeded no - 
fharpe encounter or witty equivocation: Their fpeech is altogether full and maflic, with ana- 
turall and conftant vigor: They are all epigram;not only taile, but head , ftomacke and fect. 
There is nothing forced, nothiag wrefted, nothing limping;all marcheth with hke cenour. 
Contextustotns virilis eff, non fit circa flofgulos occupats. T' be whole compofition or text ts manly, 
they are not bebufied about Rhetorike flowers. This is not a foft quaint eloquence,and only withe 
out offence, it is finnowie,materiall,and folid;not fomuch delighting,as filling & ravithing, 
and ravifheth moft the Rtrongeft wits, the wittieft conceits. When! behold thefe gallane 
formes of exprefling,folively,fo nimble, {fo deepe:! fay not this is tof] peake well,butrorhink 
wel.Jcis che quaintnef{c or livelineffe of che conccit,thar elevaceth and puffes up the words. 
Pefiss off quod difertuss facit. It 1 a mans owne breft,that makes bim eloquent.Our people terme 
judgement, languagesand full conceptions, fine words. This pourtraiture is direéted not {o 
much by the hands dexterity,as by having the objeg&t more lively printed in the minde.Gal- 
tus fpeakes plainly, becaufe he conceiveth plainly. Horace isnot pleafed wich 2 fleight or fue 
ptrficiall expreffing,it would betray him; he feeth more clecre and further into matters: his 
fpirit pickes and ranfaketh the whole ftore-houfe of words and figures , to thew and prefent 
him(clfe,and he mufthavethem more then ordinary,as his conceit is beyond ordinaty.P/#- 

tarch faith, that he difcerned the Latine tongue by things. Here hkewik che fenfe enlight- 
neth and produceth the words:no longer windy orfpongy, but of fleth and bone. They fig- 
nific more then they utrer. Even weake ones fhew fome image of this, For, in /talie, I spake 
what J lifted in ordinary difcourfes , but in more ferious and pichy,! durft not have daredto 
truftto an Idiome,which Icould nor winde or rurne beyond it’s common grace, or vulgar 
bias. I will be able ro addeand vie in it fomewhat of mine owne, The managing and em- 
ploiment of good wits, endeareth and giveth grace unto a tongue: Not fo much innovating 
as filling the fame with more forcibleand divers {ervices, wrefting, {training and enfolding 
it. They bring no words uncoit, buc enrieh their owne,waigh-downe and cramme-in their 
fignification and cuftome ; teaching it unwonted motions ; but wifely and ingenuonfly. 
Which skill howlictle ic is giventoall, may plainly bee difcerned by moft of our mo- 
derne French Writers, They are over-bald and {cornefull , to fhunne the common trod- 
den path ‘but want of invention and lacke of difcretion looferh them. There is nothing 
to befeeneinthem bura miferable ftrained affe€tarion of ftrange Inke-pot termes ; harth, 
coldandab{urd difguifements , which in ftead of raifing, pulldownethe matrer, So they 
say gallantize and uth itin noueltic, they jcare nor jfor efficacie. To take holdofa new 
farre-tetche word, they neglect the ufuall, which often ar¢ morc fignificant , forcible arid 
wees finnowit, 
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finnowy. I finde fufficienc ftore of ftuffein our laneuagve. b 


ut fome defe& of fathion, For 
thereis notching but could be framed of our Hunters sibbrifh w: ds of ftrange phra(esjand 


of our Wartiours peculiar cearmes. ; afruitfull and rich (oile to borrow of. And as Wearbes” 


and trees are better edaud fortified by being tran{plantca 
graced by variation, I finde it fuficiently plenrcous , bur noectufhic y plvable and Vigos 
rous. It commonly failech and fhrinketh vader a pic! y and powerful! 


conception, If your 
march therein be far extended, you often teele jt dro peand languifli vnder you, unto whofe 


ch are embeliifhedand 


defaule the Latine doth now andthen prefenr his heipu g hand, andthe Grecke ro fomeo- 
thers. By fome of thefe words which I have culled out, we more hardly perceive the Enerpsa 
f - 


or effeétuall operation of chem, forfomucth as ufe and frequen 
the grace and madecheir beaury vulgar. 


i¢ have in fome force. abaied 


in eur ordinaiy laneu ge, wefhal fomerimes 


; 


mecre with excellent phrafes,and quaint metaphors, whofe blithenci{e fade rough age; 
and colour is rarnifh by too common viing them. But chat doth nothing. hole of 


found judgement, nor derogate fromche glory of chofe ancient Authors, who,as it js hkely; 
were the firft chat brought chefe words into lufter, andraifedthemro that ftraine, The Sci 
ences handle chis ouer finely , with an arcificiall maner,and different fromthe vulgar and na- 
tdrali forme. My Page makes love , and underftands it feelingly 3 Read Leon Hebreus or F3- 
ciness unto him; youfpeake of him,of his thoughts and of his aétions,yet underftands he no- 
thing what you meane.[ nor acknowledge nor difcerne in Ariffotle,the moft part of my or- 
dinary motions, They are eloched with orhe: robes,and fhrouded under other veftures , for 
the ule of Academical {chooles. God fend them Well co fpeed : but were J of the crade , 
.¢ Arte, as muchas they Artize nature. Benboand Eguscola. When | wrire, | 
can Well omit the company , and {pare che remembrance of books 5 forfeare chey interrupe 
my forme. Andin trt th,good Authours dejeét meroc-too mueh,and quaile my courage, | 
willingly imitate that Paincer,who havin g bungler-like drawn, & fondly reprefented fome 
Cockes, forbad his boics ro fuffer any live Cocke to come into his (hop. Andto givemy 
felfe fome lufter or grace haveracher neede of fome of Antinonydes ce Muficians inventis 
on; who when he was to play any mafick , gave order chat before or after him, fome other 
bad muficians fhouldcloy and furfer his audiory.Bur Ican very hardly be withour Plutark; 
hheis fovniverf{all and {o full, chac upon alloccafions,and whatfoever extravagant fubjeét you 
have undertaken, he intrudeth himfelfe into your work, and gently reacheth you a helpe. 
affording hand , fraught with rare embelifhments , and inexhauftible of precioustiches, Ie 
fpights me, thar he is fo much expofed unto the pillage of thofe which haunt him, He cab 
no fooner comein my fight,orif I caft butaglance upon him, bur! pull fome legge 
from him.For this my difl gnement, ic much fittech my purpofe, that I wricein m 

houfe,ina wild country,where no man helpech or releeveth me ; where I converfe with no 
body chat underftands the Larine of his Pater nofter and as little of French, 1 fhould no doubr 
have done ic berter elfe where , bue chen the worke hadbeene letfe mine: whofe principal! 
drift and perfection, is to be exaétly mine 31 could mend an accideniall errovir f T.a- 
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bound in mine vawary cour{e ; burit were a kinde of treafon to remove the imperf 
fromme, whichin me are ordinary and conftant.. When any body elie , or my felfe have 
faid unto my felfe : Thou art coo full of figures or allegories ; here isa word meerely-bred 
Gaskoyne;that'sa dangerous phrafe: (Irefufe none that areufed in the frequented ftreers 
of France;thofe that will combat ufe and caftome by che ftri& rules of Grammar do but ieft) 
therée’s an ignorant difcourfe, thar’s a paradoxical! relation: or there’s a foolith conce itchou 
doeft often but dally: one will thinke thou {peakeft in earneft, whac thou haft but fpokenin 
ieft- Yea(fay 1) bur I correét vnaduiled,not cuftomarie errors, Speake I not fo every where? 
Doe I not liuely difplay my felfe ? chat fufficech:I have wills All che world may know me 
by my booke , and my booke by me; But J am of an Api(h and Imitating condition, When 
Imedled with making of verfes (and J neuer made any but in Latine ) they evidently acen- 
fed the Poet I came la(t from reading: And of my fiift Kilayes, forme cafté a little of the ftr 
get. At Paris | {peake (omewhat otherwife then at Hour tgne. Whom | behold with arren- 
tion, doth eafily convay and imprint fomething of hisin me. What Iheedily confider. the 


ay 


fame Tufurpe:afoolith countenance, acrabbed looke, a ridiculous mariner of (peach. And 
vices more: Becaufe they pricke mee, they take faft hold upon mee, and leaue me nor, 
Voleffe? Make them off. } have nrpre often beene heardtoiweare by imiration, then by 


complexion, 
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complexion. Oh injurious and dead-killing imitation: like that of chofe huge in greatnefi 
and matchleticin ftrength Apes, which e/exander met withall in a certaine pare of Judiaz 
which etherwife it had beene hard to vanquith, But by chis their inclination to counterfeis 
whatfocver they faw done, they afforded the meancs, For,thereby the Hunrers learn’cim 
their fight to put on fhooes,and tic them with many ftrings and knots 5 to drefle cheir heads 
with divers ftrange attires, full of fliding-knots ; and diffemblingly to rub cheir eyes with 
Glew,or Birde-lime. So did thofe filly Pilate beafts indifereecly employ their Apifh 
difpofition, They enfnared,glewed, entrameled , haltred and fhackled themielves. That 
other faculty of Extempore & wittily reprefenting the gefturesand words of another, which 
often caufeth fport and breedeth admiring , is nomore in me then in a blocke. Whenl 
{weare afrer mine owne fathion, it is onely by God s the direéteft of all oathes. They repore 
chat Socrates fwore by a Dogge ; Zeno by that incerjeétion ( now a daies vied amongft the 
Italies ) Capari sand Pithagoras by water and by aire, Tamfo apt at vnawares to enterraing 
thefe {uperficiall impreffions , that if but forthree daies together I vfe my {clfe co fpeaketo 
any Prince with your Grace or your Highnetlc , for eight daies after I fo forget my felfe, - 
that I fhall fill ufe chem for your Honour or your Worfhip : and whac am wont co fpeake 
in fport or icft che next day atter I fhall {peake in good {erious earneft. Therefore in writing 
J alfume more vnwillingly much beaten arguments ,for feare ] handle them at others chars 
ges. All arguments are alike fertilerome. Icake themupon any trifle. And Ipray God this 
were norundertaken by the commandement of a mindeas fleeting. Lec me begin with that 
likes me beft,for all matrers are linked one to another, But my conceit difpleafech me , for 
fomuch as it commonly produceth moft toolith dotages from deepeft ftudies ; and fuch as 
content me on a {uddaine,and when J leaft looke for shems ; which as faft fleete away, wan- 
ting at that inftant fome holde faft. On horfe backe, at the table, in my bed ; but mofton 
horfe-backe , where my aimpleft meditations and my farcheft reaching conccits are, My 
peach is fomewhat nicely jealous of attention and filence; if Ibe in any carneft talke,who 
interrupteth me,cuts me off. Intravell, eventhe neceffity of waies breakes off difcourfes. 
Befides thar I moft commonly travell without company,which 1s great helpe for continue 
ed reafonings : whereby I have fufficient leafure to entertainemy felfe. Ithereby havethae 
fucceffe | have in dreames: In dreaming Icommend chem tomy memory(for what I dream 
1 doe it willingly ) but the next morning,I can well callco minde what colour they were of, 
avhether blith, {ad or ftrange: but what in fubftance,the more I labour to finde out,themore 
J overwhelme them in‘oblivion. So of cafualland vnpremeditated conceits that come inte 
my braine,nought but a vaine image of them remaincth in my memory :fo much onely , as 
Cofficeth unprofitably to make me chafe, fpight and fret in purfuite ofthem, Well then, 
leaving bookes afide and {peaking more materially and fimply: when all is done: IJ finde thae 
love is nothing elfe bwt an infatiate thirft of enjoying a greedily defired /ubjelt. Nor Venss that good 
hulwife,other, then a tickling delight of emptying ones feminary vetlels: as is thepleafure 
which nature giveth vs to difcharge other parts: which becormmeth faulty by immoderatie 
on, and defeétiue by indifcretion. 1 0 Socrates, love ss anapperite of generavion by the mediation 
of beanty. Now confidering oftentimes the ridiculous tickling, or citilation of this pleafure, 
the abfurd,giddy and hare- braind motions wherwith it roflech Zeno,and agitates Cratippwss 
that vnaduifed rage,that furious and with cruelty enflamed vifage in loues luftfull and {wee- 
reft cfre&ts : andthena grave, flerne, feucre,furly countenance in fo fond=fond an aétion,thae 
one hath pell-mell lodged our joyes and filthes together, and that che fupremeft velupru- 
oufaefle both rauitheth and plaineth, as doth forrow : I beleeve that which P/atefaies co be 
txue,that man was made bythe Gods for thews to toy and play withall, : 


———quenam iftajocandi Sanitia? 
What cruelty is chis,fofet en jefting is? 


‘And that Nature in mockery left us the moft troublefome of our actions ; the moft com= 
imontthereby to equall us,and without diftinGion to fer the foolifh and the wile,us & beatts 
allin one ranke;no barrell better Hering. When I imagine the moft comcemplative and dif- 
creetly-wile-men in she{¢ tearmesin thachumour, [hold him fer a cozoner, for a cheater to 
ae feeme 


\ 


at sn 


Chap.5. The third Booke. 


AO en asia ha ws 


feene either ftudioufly contemplatiue , or difcreetly wife, Is is thefouleneffe of the Peatocke; 
feets, which doth abate his prideand fhoope his gloating-eyed tayle; 
videntem dicere verum, 
Quid verat? ‘ 
What fhould forbid thee footh to fay,yet be as mery as we n 
Thofe which in playes refufe feriousopinions, doas one reporteth , 
dreadeth toadore the image of a Sainte; if it want 2 couer,an aprone or a 
full well, and drinke like beafts;but they are not a@tions chat hinder the offices of our mind, 
Jn thofe, we hold good our aduantage ouecr_ them: whereas this brings each other thoughe 
‘under fubjeétion,and by it’s imperious authority makesbrutith and dulleth 4}! Platoes philo- 
fophy and diuinity:& yethe complaincs not of it:Inal other things you may obferue deco: i 
and maintaine (ome-decency:all ocher operations admit fome rules of honefty : this cannor 
onely be imagined,but vicious ot ridiculous.See whether for example fake,you can but find 
a wile or difcrecte proceeding in it. Alexander (aid,that he knew himfelfe mortall chiefly by 
this a€tion,and by fleeping : fleepe doth ftifle , and fuppre(Tech che faculties of our foulc: and 
that beth endeuvoureth an diflipares them. Surely itisan argument not onely of our original 
corruption, bur a badge of our vanity and deformity: On the one fide nature vreeth us.un- 
to ic: having thereunco combined, yea faftned,the moft noble, the moft profitable, and the 
moft fenfually-pleafing, of all her funétions : and on the other {uffereth us to accufe, tocon- 
demine and to (hunne it,as infolenc,as difoneft, and as lewder to blath atic, and allow, yea 
and to commend abftinence. Are not. we moft bratife , to terme that worke beaftly which begets. 
and which maketh ws?Moft people hanc concurred in diuers ceremonies of religion, as facrifi. 
ees, luminaries, faftings,ineentings,offingssand amongft others , in condemning of this ati. 
on. All opinions agree in that, befides the fo farre-extended ule of cireumcifion, Wee haue 
peraduenture reafon to blame our felues, for making {o foolith a produétion as man 3 andto 
entitle both the deed and parts thereto belonging, fhamefull( mine are properly fo at this in- 
fant), The Effeniens,of whom Plinie fpeaketh , maintained them({clues a long time without 
nurces,or {wathling clothes, by the arriual of ftrangers that came to their fhoares,who feco1 S 
ding their fond humor , did often vifit them, A whole nation hazarding rather to confume, 
chen engage them{clyesto feminine embracements : & rather lofe the tucceffion of all men, 
then forge one. They report that Zeno neuer deale with woman but once in all his lifeswhich 
he did for ciuility,leaft he fhould ouer obftinately feeme tocontemne the fex. Each ove anoi- 
deth to fee a man borne,but allrunne haftily to fee bim dye.To deftroy him we feek a {pacions field 
and a full light:but co conftruét him, we hide our felues in fome darke corner, and workeas 
clofe as we may. [ct is our dutie toconceale our felues in making him: itis our glory,and the 
orginall of many vertues to deftroy him, being framed. Theoneisa manifeftiniury;the other 
a greater fauor:for Arsforée {aith,chat in acertaine phrafe, where he was borne, to bonifie or 
benefit, was as much to fay asto killone, The Athenians,to equall the difgrace of thefe two 
actions, being to cleanfe the Ile of De/os, and juftifie themfelues unco Apolo, forbad within 


1ay. 
like unto him who 
tabernacle, Wefeed 


that precinét all buriall and births, Nofri nofmsct poenitet, We are weary of our felues, There areT 


fome nations that when they are cating they cover chemfelues.I know a Lady(yea one of the 
greateft) who is of opinion thar co chewisan unfeemly thing, which much empaireth their 
grace and beauty:and therefore by hir will fhenever comes abroad with an apperice. Anda 
man that cannot endure one fhould fee him eate, and thunneth all company more when he 
fillech,then when he emptieth himfelfe.In che Turkith Empirethere are many,whotojexcell 
the reft, will net be feene when they are feeding, and who make but one mesic iri a weekes 
who mangle their face and cut their limmes:and who neuer {peake to any bedy , whothink 
to honour their nature , by di(naturing themfelues : oh fantafticall people, chat prize chem- 
felves by their contempr,and mend their empairing. What monftrous beaft is this:h: € maks 


himfelfea horror to himfelfe , whom his delights difpleafe , who tyes himfelfe unto misfors 
tuneffome there are chat conceale their lifes 


Exilioque domos & dulcia mina msuiant. 
They change for banifhment. The places that might beft content. 51 
and ftealeit from the fight of othermen : That efchew health, and fhunne mirth as hate. 
full qualities and harmefull, Not oncly diugrs Seéis, but many people curfe their birch 
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and bleffe their deach, Some there be thar abhorre the; ; 
dious darkeneffe. We are not ingenious but to our own vexationsIt is the rrucfoode of our 
irics:force adangerous and moftunruly implement. 
O miferi quorum gaudia crimen babent, 
O miferable they, whofe joyes in faule we lay. 
Alas poore filly man, thou haft but too-too many neceflary and vnauoidable incommos. 
dities, without inereafing them by thine owne inucntion, and art {ufficiently wretched of 
condition without any arte:thou aboundeft in reall and effentiall deformities , and needeft 


orious Sunne, and adore the hi, 


nor forge any by imagination, Doeit thou find thy felfe too well at cafe unlefic the moiry of 
thine cafe moleft thee?Findeft thouto haue fupplied or difcharged al necetlary offices,whers 
to nature engageth thee,and that fheis idle in thee,ifthou binde nor thy felfe vaco new offis 
ces?thou feareft not to offend hir univerfall and vndoubced lawes , and art mooucd at thine 
owne partiall and fantafticall ones. And by how much more particular, uncerraine,and con- 
cradiéted they are, the more endeuours thou beftoweft that way. The pofitiue orders of 
thy parith tie thee, thofe of the world do nothing concernethee.Runne but a little ouerthe 
examples of this confideration ; thy lifeisfull of them. The verfes of thefe two Poets,hand- 
ling lafciviou(netle fo fparingly and fo difcreetly , asthey do,in my conceit feeme to difco- 
uer, and difplay icnearer ; ladies cover their bofome with networke ; pricfts many facred 
things with a vaile,and painters fhadow their workes, to giue them the more lnfter, and to 
adde more grace unto them. And they fay thac the ftreakes of the Sunne and force of the 
winde,are much more violent by refle&tion, then by a.dire& line. The Egyprian an‘wered 
him wifely, chat asked him,whac he had hidden vader his cloake ? itis(quoth he) hidden one 
der my cloake , that thou maie/t not know whatse is. But there are certaine other chings which 
snen conceale to fhewthem. Here thisfeliaw more open. 
Et nudam preffi corpus adufque meum. 
My body | applide, Eucn co her naked fide, 

Methinkes he baffles me. Let (Wartiall at his pleafure tuck-up Wenus he makes her not by 
much appeare fo wholly. He that fpeakes all he knows, doth cloy and diffafte vs. Who fearech to 
expreffe himfelfe Jeadech our conceite to imagine morethem happily he conceiueth, There 


kind of modefty : and chiefly asthefe do, in opening us {o tairea path va- 


loues not hunting but for che prey ;it belongs nor tohimjo enrermedle with our Schoole. 

he more freps and degrees there are : the more delight and bonenr is there onthe top. We Should 
leafed ro bee brought vatoic, as unto ftatcly Pallaces, by diners porches feuerall paf. 

ong and pleafanr Galleries, and well contrived turnings. This difpenfation would in 
1¢ end, redound to our benefire ; we fhould ftay on it, and longer lowe to lieat Racke and 
Manger;(or thefe fnarches and away,marre the grace of it. Take away hope and defire , we 
grow faint in our courles,we come but lagging after : Our maftery and abfolure potfeffion,is 
infinitely to bee feared of them: Afcerthcy haue wholy yeelded themfelves to the mercy of 
our{aich and conftancy,they haue hazarded fomething : They are rare and difficule vertues: 
fo foone as they are ours,we arc no longer theirs, 
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Verba nibil wsetuere, nibil perjuria curant. 147: 
The luft of greedy minde once fatisfied, 
They feare no wordssnor reke othes falfified, 

And Thra/fonides a young Grecian, was {o religioufly amoreus of his loue,that hauino after 
much fure gained his miftris hart and favour,he was refufed to enjoy hir, leaft by thar jouif- 
fance he might or quench, or fatisfic, or languifh char burning flame and reftle(Te heat wher- 
with he gloried , and fo pleafingly fed himielfe, Things farrefercht and dearty bought are good 
Sor Ladyes.It is the deare price makes viands fanour the better. See but how the forine of flue 
tations, which is peculiar unge our nation , doth by it’s facility baftaid ze the grace of kilTes 


°s 


which Socrates {aith,to be of that confequence,wa ighe and danger, ro ravifh and {teale our 


ateail 


hearts, Ir is an vnpleafing and iniurious cuftome vnto Ladies , thar the y muft afford their lips 


to any man that hath bue three Lackics following him, how unhand{omeand lothfome foc- 
uerhebe: Cwins liuidanaribus caninit, 

D ependst glacies,rigetq ue barbas 

Centum occurrere mato culilingis. 

From whole dog nofthrils black blew Ife depends; 

W hofe beard froft-hardned ftands on briftled ends, &c. 
Nor do we our felues g2ine much by it : for as the world is diuided into foure parts, fo for 
foure faire ones;we mutt kitlc filtit foule: & toa nice or tender ftomdck,as are thofe of mine 
age,one ill kitfe doth furpay one good.In Jta/y they are paffionare and languifhing futors to 
very common and mercinarie women;and thus they defend and excufe themiclues , faying; 
That exen in enjoying there be certaine degreessand that by humble feruices,they will endeuour 
toobraine that,which is the moft abfolurely perfect. They fell but their bodyes, their wil'es can 
not be put to fale;that is too free and too much it’s owne. So fay shefe, thatit isthe will they 
attempt,and they haue reafon:Ic is the will one muft ferue and moft folicite.I abhor to ima- 
gine mine,a body voide of affettion. And mefeemeth, this frenzie hath fome affinity with 
that boyes fond humor,who for pure loue would wantonize with chat fayre Image of Vetus, 
which Praxiteles had made:or of that furious A gyptian , who lufted aftera dead womans 
corpes which he was enbaulming and fticching up:which was the occafion of the lawe that 
afterward was made ine pypr: that the bodies of faire, young and nobly borne women, 
fhould be kept three dayes, before they fhould be delivered into the hands of chofe who 
had the charge to prouide for their funerals and burials: Pcriander did more miracalonfly: 
who extended his conjugall affeétion( more regular and lawfull)unro the enjoying of Men 
éiffahis deceafed wife.Seemes it not to be a Junatique humor inthe Moone, being ctherwile 
ynable to enjoy Exdimion hir fauorice darling , co lull himina fweere flumber for many mo- 
neths together;& feed hirfelfe with the jouillance of a boye,that ftirred not but in a dreame? 
Tfay likewife,that a san ‘oncth a body without a foule, whenhe loveth a body without his confent 
and defre. All enjoyings are not alike, There are fome heéticke,faint and languifhing ones, 
A thoufand caufes,befidesaffeétion and goed will , may obtaineus chis graunt of women. 
Iris no fufficient teftimony of true affectian:therein may lurketreafon, as elfe-where: they 
fometime goe but faintly to worke,and as they fay with one buttocke; 


Tauquamthura merumaie parent; 
As though they did difpenfe, 
Pare Wine and Frankincenfe, 


Abfentem marmoreamyve putes. Ibid 8352.61 .2, 


Of Marble you would thinke the were, 

Or that the were not prefent there. 
Iknowe fome, that would rather lendthat , then their coach 3 atid who empart notthem- 
felues,buc that way:you muftalfo marke whether your company pleafeth chem forfome o- 
ther refpeét, or for that endonely, as of a luftie-ftrong grome of aStable:as.alfo in what rank, 
and at what rate you are there lodged or valued; 
ribi fi datur uni 

Do lapide illa diems candidiore notet. 

If it afforded be to thee alone, 
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Whereby fhe counts that day of all dayes one. 

What if fhe eate your bread, with the fauce of amore pleafing imagination? 

Te tenet,abfentes altos ‘(2(pirat amores, 

Thee fhe retaines,yet figheth fhe 

For other loves that abjent.be. 
What?haue we not feene fome in our dayes,to haue made ufe of chis a€tion,for the cxecuti« 
on of a moft horrible revenge,by that meanes murthering and empoyfoning ( as one did) ¢ 
very honeft woman ? fuch as know Italie will never wonder, if for this fubjeét,1 fecke forne 
examples elfe-where, For the {aid nation may in that point be termed Regent of the world, 
They haue commonly more faire women, and fewer foule then we;but in rare and excellenr 
beauties Ichinke we match them,The like I judge of their wits;of che vulgar fort they hang 
evidently many more, Blockifhnes is without all comparifon more rare amongft them: but 
for fingular wits,and of the higheft pitch, we are no whit behinde them. Were Ito extend 
this comparifon,I might(me thinkes)fay,touching valor , that onthe other-fide, it is in ree 
gard of them popular and naturall amongft us: but in their hands one may fomerimes finde 
it fo compleate and vigorous, that it exceedeth all the moft forcible examples we haueef it, 
The mariages of that countric are in this fomewhat defective. Their cuftome doth generally 
impofe fo fevere obferuances,and flauifh lawes upon wiues , that che remoreft acquaintance 
with a ftranger,is amongft themas capitall as the neareft. Which law canfeth, that all aproa- 
ches proue neceffarily fubftaciall: and feeing all commeth to one reckoning with them,thcy 
hauean eafie choife:and have they broken downe,their hedges ? Belceuc it , they will haue 
fire : Luxuriaip(is vinculis, ficut fera beffia,irritata,deinde emiffa: Luxwyieis like awildbeaff, fir 
made fiercer with tying,and then let loofé. They muft haue the reynesgiuenthema little. 

Vide egonuper equim contra [ua frena tenacems 

Ore reluctants fulminis ire modo. 

I] faw; {pice of his bit,a refty cole, 

Runne head-ftrong headlong like a thunder-bolt. 
They allay the defire of company , by giuing,it forse liberty. It is acommendable cuflome with 
our nation,that our children are entertained innoble houfesthere,as ina {choole of nobility 
to be trained and brought up as Pages.And ris {aid to bea kinde of difcourtefie, co refufe ir 
agentleman. I have ebferucd (for, fo many houfes fo many feverallformes and orders ) that fuch 
Ladies as haue gone about to giue their waiting women, the moft auftere rules, hauenoe 
had the beft {uccetfe.. There is required more then ordinary moderation: a great parc of 
their government muft bee leftto thecondué of their difcretion: For, whenall comes to 
all no difcipline can bridle them in each point. True it is, that fhe who efcapech fafe and une 
polluted from out the {choole of fredome,giueth more confidence of hirfelte, then (he who 
commceth found out of he fchoole of feuerity and reftraint , Our forefathers framed their 
daughters countenances unto (hamefaftnefle and feare, (cheir inclinations and defires alwaies 
alike) we unto affurance. We vnderftand notthematter, That belongeth tothe Sarmati. 
an wenches, who by their lawes may lie wich no man , except with their owne hands they 
have before killed another man in warre.To me that have noright but by the cares, it fufti- 
ccth , if they retaine me to be of their counfell , following the priviledge of mineage:] then 
aduife both them and us to embrace abftinence, but if this feafon bee too much againftit,at 
leaft modeftieand difcretion. For, as Ariftippus ({peaking to fome young men who blufhed 
to fee him go into a bawdy houfe){aid,the fault was not inlentring but in not comming ont again, 
Stie that will not exempt hir confcience, let hir exempt hir name : though thefubftance bee 
not of worth, yet let the apparanee hould ftill good.Lloue gradation and prolonging, inthe 
diftribution of their fauours.P/ato fheweth, that in all kinds of love, facility and readinefle is 
forbidden to defendants. T’isatrick of greedinefle,which itbehoveth them to cloake with 
their arte,{orafhly and fond-hardily toyeeld chemfelves in groffe. In their diftributions of 
fauours, holding a regularand moderate courfe , they much better deceiue our defires , and 
conceale theirs, Let chem ever be flying beforeus:] meane even thofe that intend to bee 
ouertaken as the Scithians are wonr,though they feeme to runne away, they beate us more, 
and fooner put us toroute, Verily according tothe lawe which nature giueth them, it is not 
fit for chem co will and defire: their part is to beare,to obay andtoconfent. Therefore hath 
hacure beftowed a perpetuall capacity ; on us a feld and uneertaine ability. They haue 
meaty =. Re ee alwaics 
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alwayes their houre, chat chey may ever beresdy ro ict us ther, ndiwiercas fie haeh:wil- 
led our appetites fhould make apparant fhew and délaration’, the caufed theirs ta bee con- 
cealed and inward jand hath furnifhed'them with parts unfit for'oftentation 5 and onely for 
defence. Such prankes as this,we muft leave t6 the Athazonian liberty. Alexander the great 
marching through HercaniaT balefiris Queen of the Ama#ones caine to meet him with thre 
hundred ladies of her fex,all well mounted and compleately "armed ; having left therefidue 
of agreat acmie,that followed hir , beyond che neighbouring mouncsines. And thus aloud, 
chat all might heare the befpake him 3 That che f4 rre-relounding tameot his vidtoritsy:and 
matchles Valour, had brought hir thither ro {ee him, and to 6ffer him hir Mieanes'and forces, 
for the aduancing and furthering’ of his evterprifes. And finding him16 faire fo young'and 
ftrong, fie , who was perfeétly accompl fhed sn all his qualities , advifed himto lye-with'hic 
that fo rheremight be borne of che moft vatiant woman in the wor'd,and only vahiantanaa 
then liuing fome great and tare creature for pofterity | 4/ekander thanked hirforthet eft;buc 
to take lealure for hir laft demands accomplifhment,he ftaidé'chitteérié daics ini har place,du- 
ring which,he revelled with as much gléé,and feaftéd with as great Jollity as poffiblycdild 
be deuifed,in honour and fatiour of fo coulragious a Printefs. W se are welfarigh incall chings 
parciall and corrupted Iudges of their a&tidn,as ho doubt they are'of ourePalldw of truch as 
well when ic hurts me, as whet it helps me, Iisa foule diforder,chat fo often vigeth them 
unto change,and hinders them from fetling their affeGticn on any one fubjrétaas wee fecin 
this Goddetle, to whom they impurefo many changes aiid févcrall friendss\ Buc withall 
st is againft the nature of loue , not to be violent , and againff the condition of violencesto be conftant. 
And thofe who wonder at it; exclaime againf ic , and ja ‘women featch or che caufes of this 
infirmicy, as iricredible and unnaturall:why Tee they not’ how of tenwithout any amaze meric 
and exclaiming , chemfelves ‘are pofleifed and infeted with it?T might happily {ceme more 
ftrange to find any conftant ftay in chem. ‘Ttis nor'a paffion'meerely' corporéall. Jfno end be 
found is coueteou{nelfe,nor Limit in ambition , affure your felfe there zs'nor end nor limit in letchery, 
Te yet continueth atcer faciety ¢ nor cam any man prefcribe'it or end or conftine farisfactions 
at ever goeth on beyond it’s poffeflion, beyond it’s bounds: And if conftancy be peraduens 
ture infome fort more pardonable in them'then in us: They may readily alleage againtt us, 
our ready incliniation tinto daily: variety and'new waretAnd fecondly:alleage: withoue us; 
that they buy a pigge ina poake,: Jane Queen of Naples cauled Andreofeher fi. {t busbandro 
be ftrangled and hang’d out of the bartesoPhis window's*with acordé.of Silke and golde 
wouen with her owne hands; becaul€in bed: bufineffc fhe found rieither his members nor 
endeuours anfwerable the hope thee had coriceiued of him, by viewing hisftaure; beauty; 
youth,and difpofition, by which the had formerly beene'furprifed and abufed, Thar a@ion 
Rath in iemore violence then paffid:fothat on their part aeleaft neceflity is ever provided for: 
on our behalfe it may happen otherwife. "Therefore P/ato by his lawesdid very wifely efta- 
blifh,that before marriages the beeter to decide it’s opportunity, competent Iudges mighte 
be appointed to take view of yong men which pretended the (ame ; all naked 2 and of mate 
dens bur tothe wafte:in taking triall of us,they happily find us not worthy theit choifes 


Experta latus,madidogue fimillima lord Martinl.7 sepig. 
Inguina,nec laffa fare coatha wants $7°3+ 


Deferit imbelles thalamos. 


Ic is not fufticient , that will keepe a liuely courfe: weakenelfe atid incapacity. may lawfully 
breake wedlock; 


Er guarendam alinnde foret neruofins illda Catul.eleg.3.27 


Quod poffet Zotam folacré virgineam. 
Why not, and according to meafure,an amorous int cHigence; more licentious and more 
agtiue? Si blandonequeat fuperelfe labors, n 


If it cannor out laft; labor with pleafire patt: Virg.Geor.}. 3. 


But isi not great impudency, co bring our imperfections and weakenetfe,in place'where ** 
we defiteto pleafe,& leaieapood répore and commendation behinduszfor the litele: Innow 
ftand in‘need of, ad unum aud? 

SK "epee opnss Dn Lib 
* ¥nablic to hold outjone only bufle-bour, 
Vu 3 1 would 


eadiinahts ee ete epeiing 


Eior.arele2 0d, 
4.220 


Virg.Acnl. 12. 
67- 


Oxid.Am.l, le 
€l.7.380 


L.weuld not importune any onc,whom I am to reverence. 


The third Booke. : 


o—_——fuge [ufpicars, 
(wins undennns tnepidavit atat 
Clauderelufitam. 
Him of {ufpition cleare,. 
Whom age hath broughe well neare] 
To fue and fifty yeare, 
Nature fhould have beenc pleafedto have made this age miferable , without making it alf6 
ridjculous.J hate to (ee one for an inch of wrethed vigor, which enflames him but thrice a 
week , take-on and (wagger as fiercely , as if he hath fome great and Jawfull day es-worke in 
his belly:a right blaft or puffe of winde:And admire his itching, fo quick and nimble, all in ¢ 
moment to be lubberly fquat and benummed, This appetite fhoukd only belong tothe blof- 
fom of aprime youth. Truft not unto it,thogh you {ce it fecond that indefatigable, full, come 
tant and {welling heate,that is in you : for truly it will leave youat thebcft , and when you 
thall moft ftand in neede of ic. Sendit rather to fome render, irrefolute andignorant giles 
which yet trembleth for feare of the.rod,and that will bluth at ity 
Indam [anguineo veluti violaverit offre, 
Si quis cbur,wel miftarubent vbi lila, nmelta 
Alba rofé. 
As if theIndian Yuory one fhould caint, 
With bloody Scarlet-graine,or Lillies paint, 
White entermixt with red with Rofes enter-{pred. 
who can ftay untill the next morrow,and not die for fhame, the difdaine of thofe love fpar- 
kling eyes, privie to his fainenetTe,daftardife and impertinenci¢; 
Ex saciti fecere tamen conuisia vultyet. 
The face though filent, yet filene upbraydes-it. ; 
he never fele che {weet contentment,and the fenfe-mooving carneftnes,to have beaten and 
tarnifned them by the vigorous exercife of and officious an agtivenight.When I have per- 
ceiued any of chem weary of me, hauenor prefencly accufed her lightnes:but made qui 


whecher I had not more reafon to quarrell with nature, for handling me fo ualawfully and 
Luf.Priap. unciuilly, Sinon longa [atiesfi eon bent mentale craffa: 
pemalsr ib8.4e Ninirums fapinnt videntque paruans 


Adatrone quoque mensulam illsbenter. 
and tomy exceeding hust.Each of my picces are equally mine, one as another:and ao other 
doth more properly make me a man chen this, My whole pourtraiture I uniuerfally owe uns 
to the world. The wifedome and reach of my leffon, is all in truth,inliberiy,in c(Tence:Dife 
daining in the catalogue of my true duties,thefe cafie, faint , ordinary and prowinciall rules. 
All nacurall; conftant and general ; whereof ciuility and ceremonic , are daughters, bur ba- 
fards. We fhall eafily haue the vices of apparance, when we fhall haue had thofe of efcacts 
When we hauedonewith thefe,we run upon others, if we finde need of ranning, Forchere 
is danger,that we deuife new offices,to excufe our negligence toward naturall offices,and to 
confound them. That it is fo,we fee that inplaces where faults are bewitchings,bewitchings ° 
are but faults. That among nations,where lawes of (eemeline{fe are more rare and flacke,the 
rimitiue lawes of commenreafon are berter obferued: Theinnumerable multitude offo ma- 
nifold duties, (ifling,languithing and difperfing our care. The applying of our felues unto 
fleight matters, with-draweth us from fuch as be juft.Oh how eafie and plaufible a courle do 
thefe fuperficiall men undertake, in refpeé of ours, Thefe are but thadowes under which we 
fhroud,and wherwith we pay one another, But we pay not,but rather heape debt on debt, 
unto that great and'dreadfull judge, whotucks up our clouts and rags from about our privie 
arts, and is not {queamifh co view all over, euen toour, moft inward and fecret deformitiess 
a bencficiall decencie of our maidenly. bathfulnetle, could ic debar him of this tainted difcos 
uery-To conclude,he that could recouer orun-befer man, from{o {crupulousand-verball a 
faperftition,fhould not much prejudice the world. Our Usfe confiftesh partly sn folly,and parsly 
in wifedome. Hee that writes of it buc reuerently and regularly, omits che becrer moiti¢ 
of it. Texcufe me not unto my (elfe,and if I did,! would ratherexeufe my excufes , chen any 
Fault elfe of mine:] excufe my felfe of certains humers, which inausober J hold ftronger,then 
thofe 
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; : aR 9a rere cereeeeeremerere me seen a ere 
thofe which are on my fide: In confideration of which I will fay chus much more(for I de- 
fire co pleafe all mensthough ic be a hard matter , Ef¢-unums borminem accommodatuis adtanta 
mornm ,ac fermonum c& volustatum Varittatem,T bat one man Soould be applyable to fo great Variea 
8) of manners, /peeches and difpoftions chat they are not to blame me 3 tor what I caufe au@oris 


ties received and approved of many ages,to utter: and thatic is noc reaton » they fhouid for 
want of ryme deny me the difpetifation , which ever {ome of our eburch-men ufurpe & ene 


( Joy in this feafon; whereof behold here two, and of the moft pert and cocket amongtt chem? 
‘4 Rimula di[peream,ni mono gramma tua cf. 

nl Ux vit d amy la contente & bien ivnitre; 

1 How many others more?I love modeftie ; nor is it from judgement that Thavemade choifé 
bh of this kinde of {candalous {peech 5t'is nature hath chofen the fame tor mez] commend it no 
th tnore,then all formes contrary unto receiuedeuftome : onely Texcufé it 3 ahdby circumftans 


1 ces a(well genctall as particular,would qualific the imputation. W ell, let us proceed.Whence 


it commeth alfo the ufurpation of foveraigne audtoricy, which you afume unto your {elves;o% 
| ver chofe chat favour you to their coft and prejudice; 


Ss furtive dedit nigra munufcula wolfe, 
It the haue gin'n by night, The ftolne gifc of delight. ott 
that you fhould i nmediatly inueft withall the intereft,the coldnes,and a wedlock authority? 
Icisa freebargaine, why do you not undertake it on thole termes you would havethemro 
keepe? There 1s no prefcription upon volnutarie things. It isagain{t forme, yer it is true , thar I 
haue in my time managed this match (fo farre as the naturg of it would allow )with as much 
‘“ confcience as any other whatloever,and tior without fome colour of jafticezand have giuen 
them no further teftimony of mine affeétion, then I (incerely felt : and haue liuely difplaide 
unto them the declination, vigor and birth of the fame; withthe fits and deferting of ic: 4 
man Cannot alwayes keepe an even pate, not ever go toitalike. I hane bin fo {paring ro promife, 
chat (as Ichinke)I haue paid more then eithet | promifed or was due, They haue found mee 
j 
F 


Catuliel.g. 145 


Faichfull,euen to the fernice of cheit inconftancy:] fay an ificotiftancy avowed,and fomerimes 
multiplied, I never broke with chem,as long as I had ay hold, were it buc by a threds-ends 
and whatfoeuer occafion they hatic giuen me by their ficklenes, I never fell offunto contempt 
and hatred:for fach familiarities,though Tattaine chem on moft (hamefull conditions, yer do 
they bind me unre fome conftanc good-will. Ihaue fomerime given them a tafte of choller 
and indi(cret impatience,upon occafions of their wiles ,fleights , clofe-conuayances 3; contro- 
uerfies and conteftations betweene us: for,by complexion ; Iam fubie& to haftic and raf; 
motions, which often empeach my traffick,and thatre my bargaines, though butmeaneand 
of {mall worth. Have they defired to effay the liberty of my judgement 5} never diflembled 
to giue them fatherly counfell and biting aduife, and fhewed my felfeready to {cratch them 
where they itched, If Thaue given them caufe to complaine of me, it hath bin moft for fin- 
ding aloue in me , in refpeét of our moderne fafhion , foolifhly confcientious, I have religi- 
oully kept my word, in things:thac J might cafily haue bin difpenied with. They then yecl. 
ded fometimes with reputation,and under conditions, which they would éafily fi'ffer ro bee 
infringed by the conqueror.I haue more thé once, mde pleafure in hir prectelt efforts frike 
faile unto the intereft of their honor:and wherereafon vrged me,armed them again{t me,'o 
that they guided chemfelves more fafely & feuerely by my prefériptions, if they once freely 
yeeided unto them,then they could haue done by theirowne.I hane as much 2s! could enj- 
deuored to take on my felte che charge and hazard of our appointinentsstherby to difth arge 
them from all impucation;and ever conttiued our meetings in moft hard, ftrange and unlus 
{pected manner,to be the leffe miftrufted , and(in my feeming)the more acceffible. They 
are opened, efpecially in thofe parts, where they fuppofe themlelues moft concealed Things 
bef feared are left defended and sbferved.¥ ou may more fecurely dare, what no man thinks you 
would dare, which by difficulry becometh eafie. Neuer had man his approches more imper- 
tinently, genitale. This way toloue’; isttiore according to difcipline. But how ridiculous 


unto our people,and of how fmall effet’, who better knowes then 1? yct willl not repent 
ine of it; I haue no more to lofe by the matter, 
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Veftimenta mara Deo. r 
By tables of the vowes which I did owe 
Faftned thereto the facred wall doth fhowe; - 
_ Thaue hung-up my garments wacer-wer, 
Vatothat, God whofe power on feas is grear- 
Ic is.now high time to {peake plainely of it. But even asto another., I. would perhaps fays 
My friendthou doteft, the love of thy times hath{mall affinity with faith and honefty; 
bec fr tu poftules 
Ratione certafacere,nibilo plus agas, 
nam fides operam vt cum raisone infu tial. 
It his you would by reafon certaine make, 
You do ho moreghen if the painesyou take, 
Tobe ftarke mad,and yet,to thinkeit reafon fit, 
And yet if lwere cobeginne aricw ,it fhould bee by the very fame path and progreffe, how 
fruitleffe foever it might proouc unto me, Infuffictency and (ottsfoneffe are commendablein a dif- 
commendable aflion, As muchas I feparate my {elfe from chew humourin that, fo much [ ap- 
proach unto mine owne. Moreover, ¥ did never fuffer my felte to bce wholly given over to 
that {ports Itherewith pleaied, but forgot not my {elfe, ] ever kept chat little underftanding 
and dilcretion, which nature hath beftowed on me, for their fernice and mine ; fome motion 
cowards it, but no dotage. My confcience alfo was engaged therein,even unto incontinency 
and exceffe, but never unto ingratitude ,treafon,malice or cruelty.J.boughr nor che pleafure 
ofthis vice arall rates; and was content with it’s owne and fimple coft. Nwllum intra/e vitin 
oft, There és no vice contained in it felfe.xhate almoft alike a crouching and dull lafineffe, and a 
toilefome and thorny working. The one pincheth,the other dulleth mee. Lloue woundsas 
much as brufes , and blood wipes as well as dry-blowes. I had inthe pradtife of this folace, 
when I was fitter for it,an even moderation betweene thefe two extremities. Lovess avigse 
lant, linely and blithe agitation:1 was neither troubled nor rormented with it, Bur heated and 
diftempred by it: There wee muft make aftay;Je is only hurtfullunro.fooles. A young man 
demanded of the Philofopher Panetivs , whether it would befeeme a wife maa to be in loues 
Let wifemen alone(quoth he)but for thee and me that are vot fo,st were beff not to engage our. felues 
into [o fiirring and usolent a humour which makes us flaves to others contemptible unto eur feluese 
He faid true, for we ought not entruft a matter fo dangerous, unto a minde thar hath noc 
wherewith ro fuftainethe approaches of it , nor effcétually to quaile che {peach of Agefilans; 
That wifedome and lowe cannot tine together: It js a vaine occupation(t'is truc) vnfeeimely, fhame- 
fulland lawle(Te: Bur ving it in this manner,] efteemeit wholfome.and fic to rouze 4 dull {pi- 
rit and’a heauy body:and as a phyfician experienced, I would prefcribe the fame vatoa man 
of my complexion and forme , as foone as any other receipt 5 to.keepe him awake andin 
ftrength,when he is well in yeares ; and delay him from the gripings of old age. As lung as 
weare but in the fuburbes of it,andthat our pulfe yet beateth, 
Dum nose canities,aum prima & yetta fenethus, 
Dumsfupereft Lachefi quod torqueat, pedsbus me 
Porto meis,nullo dextram fubeunte bacslla. 
While hoarie haires are new,and ould-age frefh and ftraight, 
While Lechefis hath yer.to {pin,while Imy waighe 
Beareonmy feete, and ftand, without ftaffe in my hand. 
VVehad need to bee follicited and tickled, by fome biting agitation, as this is.See but what 
youth , vigour and. jollity ir reftored vnto wileeAnacreon,. And Socrates, when hee was 
elder then Iam, {peaking ofan.amourous obje& leaning. ¢saies hee ) fhoulderto fhoul- 
der, arid approaching my head unto his., as were-both together looking uponabooke, 
Ifelr, intruch, afuddenringling or: prickling in my fhoulder, like the biting of fome 
beatt, which morethen five daies after tickled mee, whereby a continual itching glided 
into roy heart. ‘butin «a fhoutder , co enflame, to diftems 
er and to diftraét a minde, and of all humane - 
mindes the moft reformed. And 
neither be nor feeme to bee other. 
chat due meafure bee joyned therew 
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them. Theiefforts of kerrefiftance are employed againft ftra nge and baftard or] 
She faith, that the bodses appetites ought not robe enereafed by the minde, And witt 
us, that we fhould nor excite our hunger by faciety; notto flufte 3 infteed of filling our bel. 
lies:t@ auoide all jouifJance that may bring us to want:and fhunne all meat and d: ink, which 
may make us hungry or thirftie. As in che feruice of love , thee appoints us to take an objeety 
that onely may farisfie the bodies neede; without once mouing the mind: which is nor here 
to haue any'doing,but only to follow and fimply to affift the body. But have I not reaf nto 
thinke,that thefe precepts, which(in mine Opinion are clfewherefomewhar 1 1gorous) haue 
reference vnto a body which doth his officesand thar ade je&ted ones asa weakned Romack 
may be excufedif he cherih and fuftaine the {ame by arte, and by the entercoufe o| fantazie; 
to reftore it che defires,the delights and blithneffe, which of ic felfe it hath loft?May we not 
fay that chere is nothing in us, during this earthly prifon , fimply corporal, or purely {piri 
tuall?and that injurioufly we difmenber a living man? thacchere is reafon we fhould carrie 
our felues in the ufe of pleafure, at leaft as fauourably as we do inthe pangs of griefe? For 
example, it was vehement,even unto perfeétion , in the foules of Saints, by repenrance, The 
body had naturally a part therein, by che right of their combination,and yet mighrhaue burt 
little fhare in the caufezand were not contented that ic fhould fimply follow and affift heat. 
flited foule:they haue tormented the body ic felfe with conuenient and (harpe punifiments: 
to the end that one with the other,the body & the foule might a vie plunge manintoforrow 
fo much the more faving by how much the more fmarting,In like cal¢,in corporal pleafures, 
is it not injuftice to quaile and coole che minde;and fay 5 it muftthereunto be entrained, as 
vntoa forced bond, or (eruile necefliry?She thould rather hatch and cherifh them , and offer 
and inuite it felfe unto them;the charge of {waying rightly belonging to her. Even as in my 
conceit, it is her part, in her proper delights , toinfpire and infufe into the body all fenfe or 
feeling which his condition may beare,and indevour that they may be both {weer and heal- 
thy for him. For, as they fay , tis good reafon ;that the body 
mindes prejudice or dammage. But why is it not likewife rea{ 
follow hers to the bodies danger and hurt?I haueno o 
What avarice,ambition,quarels,futes inlaw 
whoas my felfe haue no afligned vacation , 
commodioufly ; It would reftore me the vig 
and a{fure my cotitenance againft the wrinck 


follow not his appetitestothe 
on, that che minde fhould not 
ther paffion that keeps mec in breath, 
,or other contentions worke and effet in others 

or éertaine leifure , love would performe more 
ilancy , fobriety , grace and care of my perfon; 


led frowns of age(chofe deformed and wretch - 
€d frownes) which elfe would blemith and deface the fame;It would reduce me to ferious,to 


found and wife ftudies, whercby } might procure more love, and purchafe more eftimation: 
It would purge my minde from defpaire ot ir felfe,and of its ufe, acquainting the fame againe 
with ic felfe-Ic would diuer: me from thoufands of irkfometedious thoughrs,& mela 

carking cares, wherewith the doting idlencffeand crazed condition of our agedoth charge 
and comber us: It would reftore and heat,though but ina dreame,the blood which nature 


forfaketh:It would uphold the drooping chinne, and fomewhat ftrengthen or lengthen the 


fhrunken finewes,decaied vigour , and dulled liues. blitheneffe of filly wretched man , who 


gallopsapaceto his ruine. But Iam not ignorant how hard 2 mater itis to atraine to fuch a 
commodity : Through weakeneffe and long experience, our tafte is growne more tender; 
more choife and more exquifite, We challenge moft , when we bring leaft ; we aremoft de- 
firous to choofe, when we leaft deferue to be accepted: And knowing our felucs to bee fuch, 
we areleffe hardy and more diftruftfull: Nothing can affure us tobe beloved, feeing our con- 
dition and their quality. Iam afhamed to be ini the companie of this greene, blooming and 
beyling youth; 

Cais in indemito conffantior ingwine neruus, 

Qudm noua collibus arbor inharet: 


choly 


ro TE Hor. Epod.12, 
Why should we prefene our wretchedneffe amid this their jollity2 55 
Poffint vt tunenes vifcere feruidi 
(Multa non fine rifa, 


Dilap(am in cineres facem, 

That hot young men may goand fee, 
Not without fport and mery glee, 
Their fire-brands curn’d to afhes be, ; 


13:26, 


They 


Hor. car.l.4 od, 
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te Seti Pata RRC | J aN a : 
They haue both ftrength and reafon on their fides lerus giue chem place:we hauc no longer 
holde faft. This bloome of budding beauty, loucs not to be handled by fuch nummed , af 

fo clomfie hands,nor would it be dealt-with by meanes purely materiall or ordinary tuffes 
For, asthatancient Philofopher an{wered onc that mocked him, becau(e hee could not ob- 
taine the fauour of a yongling » whom he {uingly purfued : My friend (quoth he ) the hooke 
bites not at [uch frefo cheese. Iris acommerce needing relation and mutuall correfpondency? 


| other pleafures chat we receiue, may berequitced by recompences of different nature: buc 


this cannot berepaid bur with the very famekinde of coyne.Verily the pleafure J do others 


in this {port,doth more {weetly tickle my imagination,then that is done unto me. Now if no 
fure where he returneth none;it is a bafe minde that would 
? 


with conference,thofe under whofe charge heremaineth. 
| familiarity fo exquificeswhich a gallant minde fhould de- 
il fire at this rate. Now if women can do usno good but in pittié, | had much rather not co liue 
| at all,then to liue by almes: I would I had the priuiledge to demande of them , in the fame 
' 

} 


generous minde,can receive plea 
haue all duty and delights to feed 
There is no beauty,nor fauour,nor 


ftile I haue heard fome beg in Italy : Fate bene per vob, Do feme good for your felfe: or after the 
manner that Cyrus exhorted his (ouldiers 5 hofoener loverk mee , let him follow mee. Confort 
you: felfe,willfeme fay to me, with thofeof your owne condition , whom the company of 
like fortune will yeeld of more eafie accelle. Oh fortith and wallowith compofitions 


i} Mar.bro.cpige , ——_— xolo 
| ‘isg _Barbam vellere mortud Leoni. 
I will not pull (chough not a fearde) 


i When heis deada Lions beard. 
t Xenophon vfeth for an objcétion and accufation againft C7enon,that in his loue he deale witch 
i fading objeéts. [take more fenfuall pleafure by onely viewing the mutuall , even proporcio- 
ned and delicate commixture of two yong beauties ; or onely to confiderthe fame inmine 
| fh imagination,then if my felfe fheuld be fecond in a lumpith,fad and difproporcioned conjun- 
| | étion.I refigne fuch diftafted and fantafticall appetites vnto the Emperour Galba , who med= 
; led with none but caft, worne,hard-old fieth ; Andto that poors flave, ; 
; O go dij faciant talem te cernere poffim, 
© Opid.Pont.l.1. (bar aque weutatis ofculaferre coms, 
J #.5-49% “Amplettique meis corpus non pingue lacertis. 
th Gods graunt J may beholdetheein fuch cafe, 
And kifle thy chang’d locks with my deareft grace, 
, And with mine armes thy limmes not jfae embrace. 
And amongtt blemithing - deformities, I deeme artificial] and forced béauticto bee of the 
be chiefeft. Emsanex a young lad of Chios, fuppofing by gorgeous attires to purchafe the beau- 
| ty which nature denied him,came to the Philofopher Are/lans , andasked of him, whether a 
| 


wife man could be inlone,or no? Yes marrie(quoth he)/o it were not with a painted and fophifticate 


beanry as thine #6. 
nor (o ill-fanoured,as one that’s painte 
my threate cut for my labour? Lene 1s wo 


The fowleneffe of an old knowne woman is in my {eeming , not fo aged 
dand fleeked. Shall Ibouldly fpeake it, and not haue 
¢ properly nor naturally in [eafon,bue in the age next unto 


infancy), 
Set anal: Quam fi puellarum infereres chore, 
i $-12- Mille (agaces faleret be/pites, 
? Diferimen obfcurnm falntis "San. 


Sl Crinsbus ambigueque vults. 

. ££ Whomif you fhould in crue of wentches place, 
3 a With haire loofe-hanging,and ambiguous face, 

Strangely the vndifcern’d diftin@ion might 

Deceiuea thoufand ftrangers of thatpe fight. 


No moreis perfect beauty, For,whereas Homer extends it untill {uch cimeas the chinne bes 


gins to bud. “P/ato himfelfe hath noted the {ame for very rare , Andthecaufe for whieh the 
Sophifter Don termed youthes budding hayres ;eArifogitons and Harmodij , is noterioufly 


knowne. In man-hoode I fn 
age 
jmpe 


deit already co bee fomewhat out ofdate, much more in old 
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ue doth ouer f 1e. 
wee h w ee i-age € drie. 
hens much (like a w eman)the pri 
them to ch an ge the title of fa tre into g 7 
yw it ouer our Hues ,t cthel etter for us, Behold it’s bebausour 


boy, who in his fchool:,knows nor, how far r one proc ceds againft all order ; / 


ludy , exerct(e, 


é} he novic es bx are all the {ways Amor ordinem new 
- + IF 2 ne ' " + i) G 4 
fcst, Love Rnowes or Reeps noo raer.oure ly a cour! ehath more Bhi henir is commixt W ith 


vnaduilednes and trouble-f: aults and contrary fucce{les Piue it edge and eraces{o ir be. 
and bungry,it! are eim; portech wherher it bee; rudenr, Obfernekn re hale he the ggers, Gum. 


bleth and fooleth; syou Fett erand parent him, when you guide him I by arteandd 4 (cr er; on: 
and you force his facred liberty , when you fu bmi t him to thofe bearded, srim and tough- 
hard hands. Moreover, ] often hearet hem dif play this i intelligence as abfolure ely Aes sald 

daining WEEKS ito o nfideration the intereft which 2 i che fences har le in the (3 


I 
i t 9 i. . 
uechto the purpofe: But ] may fay,that I haue often {een forme of ys excufe the we tio {le of 


poral ssbut I never faw them yer,thacin behali eof 

the mindeseDeautics 9 OW found andripe foever ch y were, would affordan helping hand 

untoa body, thatnever fo little falleth into declination. WI! y doth not fomeo one oF digas 

ong to produce that noble S aticall brood; sor breed that precious gem,berweer 1 the body 
vith che pas of h er thi ghesa Philofophicall and (pi rita 

and int Trveieetvts adritthe uigheft race fhecan poffibl ly value them at. PZ 


ill breed 
s ttoappoinreth in 
his laws,that he who performeth anot ible and 
rei Ne hey ae ; 


wort! ny exploite in watre, durin g the time of 
that expeditién,fhould net be deni d akiffe or refi ufed nyo 

foever he fha picaictod fire i >» Without reipcét ; 
orage.W hat he deemeth (0 juft and allowable in commendation of M itary valour 
the fame be thought as lawfull in commendation of fome other worth?and w why is not fome 
one of them poffeffed with the humor to preeccupate on hir companions the glory of this 
chafte loue?chafte Imay well fay; 

, name [i quando ad prelia vextum oft, 
a quondans fipulis magnas fine uiribus ignis 
ie! a at. 


their minds, in fauour of their corporall beauti 


amorous rauour,of whom 4 


hay Re allin vitae 

Vices fmoothered in onesthoug! t,are not the woorft. To conclude this notabl 
ri¢,¢{caped from me by a flux of ‘babling ; a flux fometimes as Violent as hurt tfal 
Vt mi Dom. [pon fi furcin wnnere malin, 

Procurrit caffe virginis é gremio: 

0; uod i , 


/ 


ifere oblite mollifub véffe locatums, 
Dim ad dent matris profit, excutitur, 
Argue iliud prono; praceps agitar decurf{y, 


€commenta- 
7 
4p 


pales ee sp rift c onfcius ore rubor. 


As when fome fruie it by ftealch fent from hit friend, 

From ch afte , ap a Virgin ane defcend, 

Which by hir, vn ae her fc f aprone platt, 

Starting at motherscorm fie th ence scat 

p { wnein haft doth head«lon 04 

A guilty blafhin hir fad face doth flo. aes 
T fay, that bo otha gisale female,are caftin one fame moul le 4 aftr ihe and cuffomse extepted , th eve 
ts no great difference veene them: Plato callech chem bo idifferenrly co che fociery of all 


ftudics,exercifes,< functions of warre and peace,in his Commonwealth, Andthg 


Philofo »pher Autifthencs took away al diftin ion betweene their vertu and ours.[¢ is much 


more eafie to accufethe fexe,then co excafe she other. It is that which fome fay prouers 
bial ly 1H waay the Kt call she Om n burnt taile, 
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Cuae. VI. 
Of Coaches. 


€ Tis eafje to verifie,that excellent authors,writing of caufes do not only make vie of thofe 

Tivhich they imagine truc,but eftfoones of fuch as themfelves beleeue not : alwayes proui~ 
ded they have fome invention and beautie.T hey Speake fufficienrly,cruly and profitably > if 
they {peake ingeniosfly. We cannot alfure our felves of the chiefe caufe:we hudle up amany 
together,to fcc whether by chance it ‘hall be found in that number; 


Namquevnam dscere caufams, 

Non fatss jt ,verum plures unde una tamen fit. 
Enough it is not one caufe to devife, 

But more, whereof that one may yer arife, 


Will you demand of me, whence this cuftome arifeth,to bleffe an fay God helpeto thofe 
that {neefe 2? We producethree fortes of winde ; that ifluing from belowe is too vridecent, 
that from the mouth, implieth fome reproach of gourmandife ; the third is ineefing : and 
becaufe ic commeth from the head, and is without imputation,we thus kindly entercaine its 
Smile not at this fubrilcy, itis ( as fome fay) Arifforées. Me feemeth to hauc readin Plutarch 
(who ofall the authors I know, hath beft commixt arte with nature,and coupled judgemér 
with learning) where he yecldeth areafon , why thofe which trauell by fea , do fometimes 
feele fuch qualmes and rifings of the ftomack, faying , that it proccedeth of a kinde of feare: 
hauing found-out fome reafon,by which he prooveth , that feare may caafe fuch an effect, 
My felfe who am much fubjeét unto it , know well , that this caufe doth nothing concerne 
me. And I knowit,not by argument,but by neceflary experience , without alleaging what 
fome haue rolde me, that the like doth often happen vnto beafts, namely untofwine, when 
they are fartheft from apprehending any danger : and what an acquaintance of mine hath 
affured me of himfelfe , and who is greatly fubjeé&t unte it, that twice or thrice in atempes 
ftuous ftorme, being furprifed with exceeding feare,all manner of defire or inclination to vos 
mit had lefe him. As to that ancient good fellow ; Peins vexabat quam ut periculum wthi face 
carreret. I was worfe vexed then that dangen could helpe me. 1 never apprehended feare upon 
she watersnor any where elfe(yet haue I often had juft cause offred me,if death it felfe may 
giveit ) which cither might trouble or aftony me. Ic proceedeth fometimes as well from 
want of judgement,as from lacke of courage, Alithe dangers I haue had, haue beene when 
mine eyes were wide-open,and my fight cleare,found and perfeét:For, evens to feare, conrags 
és required, It hath fometimes fteaded me,in refpeé of others , to direft and keepe my flight 
in order,chat fo it might be, if not without feare , et leaft without difmay and aftonifhmenr, 
Indeed ir was moued, but not amazed nor diftraéted. Vndanted mindes march further , and 
zeprefent flight,not enely cemperate, fetled and found , but alfo fierce and bold. Report we 
that which Alcstbiades relateth of Socrates his companion in armes. I found ( faith he ) after 
the route and difcomfiture of our armie, both himand Lachez inthelaft ranke of thofe that 
ranne away, and with all fafecy and leafure confidered him , for I was mounted upon an exe 
cellent good horfe,and he on foote, and fo had we combated all day. I noted firft, howin 
refpeet of Lachezshe thewed both difcreet judgement and vndanted refolution: then Job- 
feruedthe undifmzide brauery of his march , nothing different from his ordinary pace: 
his looke orderly and conftant,duly obferuing and heedily judging what ever pafled round 
about him: fometimes viewing the one, and fomietimes looking on the otherboth friends 
and enemies, with fo eompofed a manner , that he feemed to encouragethe one and menace 
the order, fignifying,that whofoever fhould attempt his life, muft purchafethe fame, or his 
blood ata high-valued rate? and thus they both faved chemfelues ; for, men do not wil. 
lingly graple with thefe; bur fallow fuch as fhew or feare er difmay. Lo here the tefti- 
mony of that renowned Gaptaine, who teacheth us what wee daily finde by experience, 
that thereis nothing doth foomer caft us into dangers , theman inconfiderate greedine{leto 
anoidethem. Qwotimorie minus ¢ff,c0 minms ferme pericwli eff. The leffe feare there is mol? com- 

monty 
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wouly,the leffe danger there is. Our people is to blame, to fay, fuch aone feareth death, when 
it would fignifie , thathe thinkes on ir , and doth forefee the fame. Forefight doth equally 
belong as wellro that which concerneth us in good, as touch usinevill. Zo con/der and 
juage danger, t in ime fort, not te bee dantedat st. I doe not find my (elfe fufficienly ftrong to 
wichftand che blow and violence of this paffion of feare, or of any other impetuofity , were 
I once therewith vanquithed and deterred > 1 could never fafely recover my felfe. He that 
fhould make my minde forgoe her footing , could never bring her unto her place againe, 
She doth over lively found, and over deepely fearch into her felte: And therefore never fufs 
fers the wound which pierced the fame » tobe throughly cured and confolidated. It hath 
beene happy for me: that no infirmity could ever y¢t difplace her. Toppofé and prefent my 
felfe inthe beft ward Ihave, egainft all charges and affaultsthac befec mee. Thus the fift 
that fhould beare me away , would make me unrecoverable, I encounter not two which, 
way foever {poile fhould enter my hold, theream I open, and remedilefly drowned, Epice- 
rus faith , that 2 wife wan can mever paffe from one (late toits contrary, Ihave fome opinion an- 
{wering his fentence, that be whe hath once beenca very foole, (ball at no time proove verte wife, 
God fends my cold anfwerable to my cleths, and paflions anfwering the meanes Ihave to 
indurethem, Nature having difcovered mee on one fide » hath covered mee on the other, 
Having difarmed me of ftrength , the hath armed me with infenfibility, and a regular er fof 
apprehenfion. I cannot long endure (and lefle could in my youth) co ride either in coach or 
litter, or to go ina boat ; and both in the Citty and country Ihate all sianner of riding, but 
ahorfe-back: And canleife endure litter, thena coach, and by the fams reafon, more ca- 
fily arough agitation upon the water, whence commonly proceedeth feare , then the foft 
ftirring a man (hall feelein calme weather. By the fame eafie gentle motion, which the 
oares give , convaying the boat under us, I wor not how, I feele both my head intoxicated 
and my ftomacke diftempered: as I cannot likewife abides fhaking ftoole under me, When 
as either the faile , or the gliding courfe of the water deth ¢equaly carryus away, or that we 
are but towed, that gently gliding andeuen agitation, doth no whit diftemper or hurt me, 
It isan interrupted and broken motion , that offends mee; and more when it is languifhing, 
Tam not able to difplay itsforme. Phifitions haue taught mee to bind and gird my felfe 
with a napkin or fwath round about the lower part of my belly , asaremedy for this acci- 
dent ; which as yer I have nottride, beeing accuftomed to wreftle and withftand fuch 
defeéts as arein mee ; and tame them by my felfe; Were my memory fufficiently informed 
ef them, I would not chinke my time loft , heere to fet down theinfinire variety , which 
hiftories prefent unto us, of theufe of coaches in the fervice of warre : divers according to 
the nations, and different according to theages : to my {eerming of great effeé and necefi- 
tys So that itis wendroufly ftrange, how we have loftall crue knowledge ofthem; [ 
will onely aleadge this, that even lately in our fathers time, che Hungarians did very availe- 
fully bring them into fafhion, and profitably ferchem a work againft che Turks; every one 
of them containing a Targactier anda Muskettier, with acertaine number of harquebufes 
or calivers , ready charged; andforanged, that they might make good ufe of them: and 
all over covered witha pavefado , after the manner of a Galliotte. They made thefronr of 
their battaile with three choufand fuch coaches: and after the Cannon had playd, caufed 
them to difcharge andfhoote off avolie of {mall (hote upon their cnemiss. before they 
fhould know or feele, what che reftof the forces could doe: which was no {mall advan- 
cement; orif northis , they mainely droue thofe coaches amidde the thickeft of their ene- 
mies {quadrons, with purpofe to breake, difroute and make waie throughthem: _Befides 
the bencfit and helpe they might make of them, in any fulpicious or dangerous piace, 
to flanke their troupes mareliing from placete place : or in haft to encompaffe,to embarrica- 
do, tocover or fortifie any lodgement orquarter. In my time, a gentleman of quality , in 
One of our frontiers, unwealdy and fo burly of body, that heecould finde no horfe able 
to bearehis waight, and having a quarrell or deadly fude in hand , was wont fo travaile up 
and down in a coach made afcer this falhion , and found much eafe and gocdinic. Bur 
leavewe thefe warlike coaches , as if cheir nullity were not fufficiently knowne by better cos 
kens; The laft Kings of our firft race were wont to travel] in chariots drawae by foure exen, 
(Mark Antonie wasthe firtt , that caufed himielfe, accompanied with a minfterell harloe tc 
be drawne by Lyons fittedtoacoach, So did Heliogabalns after him’, naming = 
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hele the mother of the Gods’; and alfo by Tigers, counterfeiting 
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God Bacchus : who 
-other time by foure 


fometimes would alfo bee drawne ina coach by two Stagges: and an I 
maftiue Dogs: and by foure naked jwenches , caufing himfelfe to bee drawne by themin 
pompe and ftare, hee being all naked. T he emperour Firmus,made his coach to bee drawne 
by Eftriges ‘of exceeding greatnefie , fo that hee rather feemed to flye then to roule on 
wheeles. The ftrangenetle of thefeinuentions , doth bring this other thing vnte my fan- 
tafie. That it isa kinde of pufilanimity in Monarkes , anda teftimony that they doe not fufs 
ficiently know what they are , whenthey labour co thew their worth , and -endeuaur to ap- 
peare vntothe world ; by excefliue and intolerable expences. Athing, which in a ftrange 
country might fomewhat bee excufed ; but amongft hisnatiue fubicéts , where hee fwayeth 
all in all, hee draweth from his dignity the extreameft degree of honour,that hee may pofli- 
ble atraine vntos As for a gentleman sin hissowne priuace houfe to apparrel himfelfe rich- 
ly and curioufly, [deeme it a matter vaine and fuperfluous; his houfe,his houfhold, his traine 
and his kirchin doe fafficiently anfwere for him, The counfell which J/ocrates giucth ro his 
King(in my conceite) eemethto carry {ome reafon: when hee willech him to bee richly-fto- 
red and ftarely adorned with mooueables and houthold-ftuffe, forformuch as it is an €xs 
pence of continuance , and which defcendeth cuen to his pofterity or heires: Andto auoyde 
all magnificences , which prefencly vanith both from cufteme and memory. J loucd when I 
was a yonger brother to fec my felfe foorth and bee gaye in cloathes, though I wanted os - 
ther neceffaires 5 and it became mee well: There are fome on whofe backes their rich 
Robes weepe, or as wee fay their rich cloathes are lyned with heauy debts. We haue di- 
uers ftrange tales of our auncient Kings frugalitie about their owne perfons, and in their 
gifts: great and farre renouned Kings both in credit, in valour and in fortune. Demofthenes 
maincly combates the law of his Citie, who afligned their publique money to be imployed 
about the flately fetting forth of their playes and feafts : He willeth that their magnificence 
ity of tall fhips well manned and appointed , and armies well 


fhould bee feene in the quanti 
furnithed. And they haue reafon to aceufe Theopbraftns , whoin his booke of riches cftabli- 


thed acontrarie opinion , and vpholdeth fuch a quality of expences ,to be the true fruit of. 
wealch and plenty. They are pleafures ( faith Ariffotle) that oncly touch the vulgar and 
bafeft communalty , which as foone as a manis fatisfied with them, vanith out of minde; 
and whereof no mam of found judgement or gravity can make any efteeme. The imploy- 

_ ment of it, as more profitable , juft and durable would feeme more royall, worthy and 
commendable, about ports, hauens, fortifications and walles ; in furpptuous buildings, 
in churches , hofpitals, colledges,mending of heighwayes and ftreetes, and fuch like monu- 
ments: in which things Pope Gregory the thirteenth fhall leaueaye-lafting and commenda- 
le memory vnto his names and wherein our Queene Catherin thould witnes vito fuccee~ 
bounty,if her meanes were an{werableto her 


ding ages her natural liberalicy and exceeding 
affeGtion. Fortune hath much {pighted mee to hinder the ftruQture and breake-off rhe finifh- 


ing of our new- bridge in our great Citty;and before my death to depriue mee of all hopeto 
{ee the greatneceffiry of it ferforwardagaine. Moreouer , it appeareth vnto fubieéts, {peetas 
cors of thefe triumphs, thar they haue alhow madethem of their owne riches , and that they 
are fea(ted at their proper charges: For, the peopledoe eafily prefume of their kings ,as wee 
doe of our feruants: that they thould take care plenteoufly to prouide vs of whatfoeuer wee 
fland in neede of, but that on their behalfe they fhould no way lay hands.on it. And there- 
fore rhe Emperor Gabba (fitting at fupper , hauing taken pleafure to heare a mufician play and 
fing before him, fent for his casket,ouc of which he rooke a handful of Crowns and putthem 
into his hand, with thefe wordes , Take this, not as a gift of the publique money but of mine owne 
prizate ftore, So is it, that ic often commeth to palle, char the common people haue reafon 
to grudge, and char their eyes are fedde, with that which fhould feede their belly. Libera- 
lity ic felfe, in 2 foueraigne hand isnot in her owne lufter : priuate men haue morc right, 
and may challenge more: intereft in her. For, taking the matter exaétly as it is, a King 
bath nothing that $s properly his ownes hee oweth enen bim/elfe to others. eAuthority is not gia 
nen in fanour of the authorifing but rather in fanour of the anthorifed. «A fupertour is neuer 
created for bis owne profit 5 but rather for the benefit of the inferiour : And a Phifition 
is imfhité ted for the ficke not for him/[elfe. AU M. agitiracte, euch aseach arte, reietteth her end out of 
her felfe: Nullaars i fe verfatur, No arte is all a felfe. Wherefore the gouernours and 
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Idhood or minority, who fo carne 


h ftly endeavor toin 

re tue of bounty and liberality in chem; and teach them nor ro refufe any thing 
i nothing fo well impldy ed,as what they (hall give(an inftruQion which in my 
ne feene in great credit)either chey preferre and refpeét more their owne profit tha mas 
o fterssor elfe they underftand not aright to whom they (peake. Itis too cafie amatter to ime 
al prince liberality in him,thac hath wherewith plenreoufly tofarisfie what he defireth 
tof. mens charges. And his eftimation being dire&ed n t according to the mea(ure of the 
iD. fent,buct according to the quality of his meanes, that exercifeth the fame, it con > 
gt prove vaine in fo puiilant hands. They are found to bee prodigall, before they be liberal. 
yeth Therefore it is but of {mall commendation, in refpeét of other royall vertues. And che onely 
cf (as faid che tyrant Dsonyfins that agreed and {quared well with tyrannie it felfe, 1 would ra- 
rich ther teach himthe verfe of che ancient labourer, 

7 neiel Si careipery © Adel cai Aw Ted Suacxtos 

Nor whole fackes,but by the hand 

A man fhould fow his feed i’the land, 
un 
in That whofocver will reape any cominodity by it, muft fow with his hand, andsiot powfe 
ti out of the facke: that corne muff be difcreetty [cattered,and notlavifaly difpe that being 
rh to give, orto fay better, to pay and reftore to fuch a multitude of people, : ng as they 


jt 


utipofis. Quid autem eff fiultins, quam, quod libenter facias,. cwrare ut id diutir z 
; poffis? The more yon bave ufedit ro many, the leffe may you nfe it to many more z And what is more . 
found than what you willingly would doe, to prouide yon can mo longer doeit ? And if it beempleied 
without refpect of merit, ic fhameth him chat receiveth che fame, and is received without 


have deferved, he ought co be a loyall,faithfull, and advifed diftributer thereof. If the libes 
ralicy of a Prince be without heedy difcretion and meafure, I would rather bauc him 


tousand{paring. Princely vertue feenseth to confif woft injuftice. And of all parts o 
thac doch beft and moft belong to Kings, which accompanieth liberality. For they bh 
particularly referved co their charge; whereas all other jut 
fame by the intermiffion of others. Jmmederate bounty is a weake mseane to ac quire them good 
Ur will :forit reieRech more people than it obtaineth: Quo im plures u(us [i ; 
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tice, they happily exercife the 


ass tn maultes 
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| grace. Some Tyrants have been (acrificedto the peoples hatred, by the very hands of thofe, 
whom they had rafhly preferred and wrongfully advanced: fuch kinde of men, meaning to 
affure he poffeflion of goods unlawfully and indire&tly gotten, if they thew to hold in con- 


tempt and harred, him 


li 


gifts, become smpudently exce(five in begging : they adber¢snot unto reafon, but unto 
Verily we have often juft caufe to blufh, for our impudency. Weare over-paid a 
to jaftice, when the recompence equaleth our {ervice : for,doe we not ow 


om whomthey held them, and in thar combine. themfe 
the vulgar iudgement and common opinion. The fubjeé#s of @ Prince, rafoly exce(fi 
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eakinde of naru- 


rall duty to our Princes? If he beare our chargeshe doth overmuch ; it fufficeth if hee affit 


it :theover-plus is called a benefic,which cannot be exagted; for the very name of libera 
implyeth liberty. After our fafhion we have never done; what is received is'no more re¢ 


ned of : onely furure liberality is loved : Wherfore the more a Prince doth exbaut 


“é 


lity 


7 LDL ° 
himfelfe in 


giving the more friends he impoverifberh. How should he fatisfie internperate defires, which ine 

creafe according as they are replenithed?#ho/o bath his minde ontaking,hath st uo more on what 
- , . lal « ~ 

he hath taken, Covetonfnelfe bath nothing fo proper, asto bee angratefuk. Che example o 


fhal not { 


Cyrus 
it this place,tor the behoote of our kings of thefe dai¢s,as atouch-ftone,to know 


whether their gifts be wel or ill employedsand make them perceive how much more happi- 
ly that Emperour did wound and oppreife them, than they doc. Whereby they are aftere 
Ward forced co exact & borrow of their unknowne fubieéts,and rather of fuchaschey have 
wronged and aggrieved, then of thofe they have enriched and done good untozand receive 


t 


no aids,where any thing is gratitude,except the name.Cre/us upbraided him with hislavith 
bounty, and calculated what his treafure would amount unto, if he were more {paring and 
clofesehanded, A defire furprifed himto inftifie his liberality, and difpatching letters over 
ail parts of hisdominions, to fuch great men of his eftate, whom hee had particularly ad- 
vanced, iatreatedevery one co affift him with as much money as they could,for an urgent 
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neceflitie of his and prefently to fend it him by declaration: when all thefe count: bookes 
or notes Were broughe him, each of his friends fuppofing that it fufficed nor,to offer him no 
more than they had received of his bounteous liberalicy, bur adding much of their owne 
unto it, it was found, that the faid fumme amounted unto much more than the niggardly 
{paring of (rafus. Whereupon Cyrus faid, I ams no leffe greedy of rit hes, thanother Princes, 
but 1am rather a better bufband of them. You fee with what {sal venture I bane purchafed the un. 
valuable trea[ure of fo many friends and bow much more faithfult treafwrers they areto mee, rhan 
mercenary men would be,without obligation and without alfettion: and my exchequer or trea(ury 
better placed than in paltery coaferss by which I draw upon metke hate, the envy andthe contempt 

of otber Princes. The ancient Emperours were wont to draw fom excufe, forthe fuperfuity 
oftheir {pores and publike fhewes, for fo much as their authority did in fore fort depend 
(at leaftin apparance ) from the will of the Romane people ; which from all ages areaccufto. 
med to be flattered by fuch kinde of fpeétacles and exeetle, 

But they were particular ones whe had bréd this cuftome, to pratifie their con-citizens & 
fellowes ; efpecially by their purfe, by fuch profufion and magnificence, It was cleane al- 
rered,when the mafters and chiefe rulers came once to imiracethe lame. Pecuniarsim tranfle 
tio a juftts dominis ad alienos non debet liberalis videri. The paffing of moncy from right owners to 
frangers foomd not feeme hberality. Philip, becaufe his fonne indeavourcd by gitts to purchafe 
the good will of the Macedonians, by a letter feemed to be difpleafed, and chid him in this 
manner: What ? Wouldeft thou have thy fabjetts to account thee for their pur{e-bearer, and not 
repute thee for their King? Wilt thom frequent and pratife them 2? Then doest with the benefits of 
thy vertne,wot with thofe ofthy cofers: Yet wasita goodly thing to coufea great quantity of 
great trees,all brarichie and greene, to bee far brought and planted in plots yeclding no- 
thing but dry gravell, reprefenting a wilde fhady forreft, ‘dividedin cuefecmely proporti- 
on: And the firft day,to put into the fame a thoufand Eftriges,a choufand Stagges,athoufand 
wilde Boares,and a thoufand Buckes, yeelding them over to bee hunted and killed by the 
common people: the next morrow in the prefence of all cheaffembly tocaufea hundred 
great Lions,a hundred Leopards,and three hundred hnge Beares to be baited and tugged in 


- pieces: and forthe third day, in bloody manner and good earneftromake three hundred 


couple of Gladiators or Fencers,to combate and murder one another; as did the Emperour 
Probus. Iewas alfo a goodly thew, tofee thofe huge Amphithcacets all enchafed with 
rich marble, on theeutfide curioufly wrought with curious ftatues, and all theinner fide 
glittering with precious and rare embellifhments. 


Balshews en commis en ilita porticus aur. 
A bele befet with gemmesbehold, _ 
Beholda walke bedawb'd with gold. 


All che fides round about that great void,replenifhed and invironed from the ground unto 
the very rop, with three or fourefcore tankes of fteps and (caces,likewife all ef marble co. 
vered with faire cufhions. 


exeatynquit, 
Sipudor ef, o de puloino furgat equefri, 

«. Cajusreslezi won[ufficit. 
If fhame there be,terhim be gone, he cries, 
And from his knightly cufhion Jet hit rif, 
Whofe fubftance tothe law doth not fuffice. 


Where might conveniently bee placed an hundred thoufand men,and allie ateafe. And 
the plaine-ground-w orke of it,where sports wereto be adted, fit by Arcto canfethe fame 
to openand chap in funder with gaps and cranifhes, reprefenting hollow cavernes which 
vomited our the beafts appoiared forthe {pectacle: chat ended,immediately to overflow it 
all with a maine deepe fea,fraught with ftore of fea-monfters and other flrange fithes, all 
over-laid with goodly tall hips, teady rigd and apppointed te reprefent aSea-fight; and 
ipirdly, fuddenly to make it fmooth and drieagaine, forthe combate of Gladiators ; and 
fourthly, 
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laft a of one oncly day, 


——— quoties nos de(cendentis arene 
Vidieus in partes,ruptaque voragine terrae 
Ewmserfilfe feras , & ij(dem fape latebris 
Aurea cumcroceo cresernnt arbuta libro, 
Nec folums nobis filueftria cernere monftra 
Contigit equoreossego cumcertastibns wrfis 
SpetEani vitelos,c equornm nomsine dignums, 
Sed defarme pecus, 


How oft haue we beheld wild beafts appeare. 

From broken gulfes of earth,upon fome parte 

Of fande that did not (inke 2? how often there 

And thence did golden boughs ore faffron’d ftarte? 
Nor onely faw we monfters of the wood, 

Bat I have feene Sea-calves whom Beares withftood 
And fuch akinde of beaft as might be named 

A horfe, but in moft foule proportion framed. 


They hauefometimes caufed an high fteepy mountaineto arifein thé midg of the fayd 
Amphitheaters, all over fpred with fruitfull and flourifhing trees of all fortes , onthe to 
whereof guthed out ftreames of water , as from out the fource of a purling {pring, Other 
times they haue produced thereina great tall Ship floating up and downe, which of it felfe 
opened and fplit a funder, and after it had difgorged from out it’s bulke, foure or fiue hune 
dred wild beafts to bee baited, it clofed and vanithed away of it felfe, without any vifible 
helpe, Sometimes from out the bottome of it , they caufed ftreakes and > purlings of fweera 
water to fpouteup , bubling to the higheft top of the frame , and gently watring, {prinkling 
and refrefhing that infinice multitude. To keepe and couer themfelues fromthe violence of 
the wethet, they caufed thathuge compaffe to beall ouer-fpred , femetimes with purple 
failes, all curioufly wrought with the needle, fometimes of filke , and of feme other colour} 
inthe twinkling of an cyc,as they pleafed,they difplaidand {pred,or drewe and pulled them 
inagaine. 


Quamuis non modico caleant /peBacula folo 
Velareducuntur cum venit Fl ermogents. 

Though feruent Sunne male’: hotte to fee a play, 
When linnen-thieues come, failes are kept away. 


The nets likewife , which they vfed to put before the people, ito fave them from harmg 

and violence of the baited beats, were wouen with golde. ee =< 
anroquoque tortarcfulgent 

Retia. 

Nets with gold enterlaced, 

Their thewes wich glictring graced; 


Ifany thing bee excufable in fuch lavith exceffe itis ; where the invention and ftrange* 
nelle breedeth admiration, and not the coftlie charge. Euen in thofe vanities, wee may 
plaincly perceiue how fertile and happy thofe former ages were of other manner of 
wittes ,then ourg are. Ichapneth of this kinde of fertilitie as of all other produétions 
of natures Wee may not fay what nature employedthenthe vrmoft of hir power, We 
£°¢ not, but rather creepe and ftagger here and there : we goe our pace, Timagine our 
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urthly being forthwith cleanfed, to ftrewe it over with Vermilion and Storax , infteede 
of gravell, for the erecting of afolemne banker , for all thar infinite namber of people: the 


ne eter eee 
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knowledge tobee weake in all fenfes: wee neither difcernefar forward ,uor (¢6 much backwards 
Ivembraceth little,and liveth not long: It is fhort both in extenfion of time, and in amples 
ne(fe of matter or invention, 


Vixere fortes ante Agamcmuona 


‘Hor,car.!. 4. 0d. Muti, fed omnes illachrymabiles 
9+25> Vrgentur,ignotique longa 
Notte. 


Before great Agamemnon and the rch, 
Many liv’d valiane , yet are all fuppreft, 
Vamoan’dunknowne,in darke oblivions neft, 


Luchl,§. 336. Et (upera bellum Trojannm & funera Troid, 
CMulti alias aly quoque res cecinere poeta. 
Befidethe Troiau warre , Troyes funerall night, 
Of other things did other Poecs writ¢. 


‘And Solons narration cocerning what he had learned of the A.gyptian Pricfts, of their ftates, 
long-life,and manner how to learne and preferue ftrange or forraine hiftories , in Mine opi« 
nion is not ateftimony to bee refufedin this confideration. Si interminatam ts omnes partes 
maguitnainem regionum wideremus,  temporum,in quam feinyctens animus & intendensstta late 
a longeque peregrinatur,vt nullam erans vltims videat’, in qua poffit infiftere : In bec immenfitate ina 
| fritd , Vis innamerabilinm apparcretformarum. If we behold an unlimited greatne[fe on all fides 
a both of regions andtimes , wherenpon the mind cafting st felfe and intentine doth travell farre aud 
ih) neare , fo as it fees no bounds of what islaff , whereon st may in|ift sin this infiuste imomsenfity there 
_ would appeare a multitude of inanmerable formes, If whatfoeuer hath come unto us by report of 
f, } what is paft were crue, and knowne of any body, it would be leffethen nothing , in refpe& 
. ie ofthat which is ynknowne. And euenof this image of the world, which whileft weliue 
if - therein,glidech and paffech away, how wretched , weake and how fhort isthe knowledge 
— of the moft curious ? Not oncly of the particular euents, which fortune often maketh exeme 
plar and of confequence : but of the ftate of mighty common-wealths, large Monarkies and 
renowed nations, there efcapeth our knowledgea hundred times more,then commeth unto 
our notice. We keepea coile , and wonder at the miraculous inuention of our astilerie, and 
amazed at the rare deuife of Printing: whenas unknowne to us, ethermen , and an other 
end of the werld named China, knew and had perfeét ufe of both,a thoufand ycares before. 
If we fawe as much of this vafte world, as we fee but a leaft part of it , itis wery likely we fhonld pera 
ceine a perpetual multspiscity , and euer.vouling viciffitude of formes. T herein ss nothing fingslar, 
and sothing rare ,ifregard bee had unto nature, orto fay better, if relation bee bad unto our know. 
z ledge : which is a weake foundation of our rules, and which doth commonly prefent usa 
E ft se right-falfe Image of things. How vainely do we now-adayes concludethe declination and 
; ti decrepitude of the world , by che fond arguments wee drawe from our owne weakenefle, 
j if 2 drooping and declination: 


| i 4 €%,Nat-Deo.lt 


Lamque adeo affecta oft atas affettaque telus: 


Lychee 115992 And now both age and land 
Soficke affeéted ftand, 
\ + a / ° 
a And as vainly did another conclude it’s birth and youth,by the vigour he perceiueth in the 
hs Ee wits of histime,abounding in novelties an invention of divers Arcs: 
- F ze Bridle§.3302 Verum vt opinor, abet moustatems,fuemma,recenfqne 


Natura eft mandi,neque pridem exordiacepit: 
Quare eriam quadam nunc artes expoluntur, 
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Nene etiam angefcant anne additanayi cits fang 
AMiulta, 


But all chis world is new, as I fuppofe, 

Worlds nature frefh; nor lately ir aro(ee 

Whereby fome arts refined are in fafhion, 

And many things now to our navigation 

Arc added, daily srowneto augmentation. : 


Our world hath of lace difcouered another (and who can 


jarrant us Whether it be the 
laft of his brethren, fince both the Damons, 


the Ssbylles, and all we have hitherto been ignos 
rant of this? ) no leffe-large , fully-peopled , all-chings-yeelding , and mighty in ftrength, 
than ours : neverthele(Te fo new and infantine, chat he is yct tolearnehis A.B. C. Icisnot 
yet full fifty yeeres char he knew neither letters, nor waighr, nor meafures, nor apparell,nor 
corne, ner vines, But was all naked , fimply-pure, in Natures lappe,and liued bur with fuch 
meanes and food ashis mother-nurce affoorded him. If wee conclude aright of our end, 
and the forefaid Poet of the infancie of his age, this late- world fhall bur come to light,when 
ours fhall fall into darknetle, The whole Vniuerfe hall fall into a palfey or convulfion of fin« 
nowes ; one member fhall be maimed or fhrunken » another nimbleand in good plight. I 
Feare, that by our contagion, we fhall direétly haue furthered his declination » and haftened 
hisruine;and chat we hall roo dearely have fold him our opinions , our new-fangles and 
our Arts, It was an unpolluted , harmeleffe infant world syet haue we not whipped and 
fubmitted the {ame unto our difcipline, or fchooled him by the advantage of our valour or 
maturall forces, nor haue wee inftrué&ted him by our juftice and integrity ; nor fubdued by 
our magnanimity. Moft of their an{wers 5 andanumber of the negotiations we have had 
with them, witneffe chat they were nothing (hort ef vs , nor beholding to us for any ex- 
cellency of natural wit or per{picuitie ; concerning pertinency» The wonderfull, or as 
I may call it, amazement-breeding magnificence of the never-like feene Gities of Cw/coand 
Mexico , and amongft infinite fuch like things , the admirable Garden of that King , where 
all che Trees,the fruics , the Hearbes and Plants , according tothe order and greatnetle they 
haueina Garden , were moft artificially framed in gold : as alfoin his Cabiner,all theliuing 
creatures thac his Countrey or his Seas produced , were caft in gold sand the exquifice beau- 
ty of their workes, in precious Stones , in Feathers, in Cotton andin Painting: thew that 
they yeelded as little unto usin cunning and induftrie, But concerning unfained deuotion, 
awefullobferuance of lawes,un{potted integrity, bounteous liberality , dueloyalty and free 
liberty, ithath greatly availed us, that wehad not fo much as they : By which aduantage, 
they haue loft , cafteaway, fold, vndone and betraied themfelves, 


Touching hardineffe and undaunted courage , and as for matehlei{e conftancie, vn< 
mooved ‘affuredneffe , and vndifmaied refolution againft paine, fmarting , famine and 
death ic felfe; will not feare to oppofe the examples which I may cafily finde amongft 
them, tothe moft famous ancient examples, we may with all our induftrie difcover in all 
the Annales and memories of our knowen old World. For,as for thofe which haue fubdued 
them,let chem lay afidethe wiles, the policies and ftratagems , which they have emploied 
to cozen, to cunny-cateh , and to circumvent them 3 and the jut aftonifhment which thofe 
nations might juflly conceive , by fecing founexpeéted an arriuall of bearded men; divers 
in language, in habite, in religion, in behaviour, in forme, in countenance 3 and from a 
part of the world to diftane, and where the y neuer heard any habitation was: mounted up- 
Of great and vnknowen monfters 3 againft chofe, who had had never fomuch as{eene any 
horle,and le(Te any beaft Whatfoever apt to beare , or ta 


taught to carry eirher man ot burdens 
covered with a fhining and hardskinne 9 and armed wich flicing-keene weapons and glitte- 


ring armour sagainft chem , who forthe wonder of the gliftring of a looking-glaffe or of a 
plainekn ife 5 would haue changed or given ineftimable riches in Gold, Precious Stones and 
Peailes 5 and whohad neither the skill nor the matt¢r wherewith at any leafure, they could 


haue 


ne yee gaa eat 
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haue pierced our ftecle: to-which you may adde the flahhing - fire and thundring roare 
of fhotte and Harguebutes ; able to quell and daunt even Ca/ar him(elfe, had he beene fo fo- 
dainely furprifed and as little experienced asthey were: and thus to come unto, and aflaule 
filly-naked people, fauing where the inuention of weauing of Cotton cloath was knowne 
arid vied : for the moft alrogether vnarmed,except fome bowes,ftones,ftaues and woodden 
bucklers:un{ufpeéting poore people, furprifed under colour of amity and well-meaning faith 
over-taken by thecuriofity to fee ftrange and unknowne things : I fay,take this difparity 
from the conquerors , and you depriue them of all the occafions and caufe of fo many vn- 
expeéted vidtories. When | confider that fterne-vntamed obftinacy , and undanted vehe- 
mence, wherewith fo many thoufands of men, of women and children , do fo infinite times 
prefent themfelves unto inevitable dangers 5 forthe defence of their Gods and liberty: This 
generous obftinacy to endure all extremities, all difficulties and death , more esfily and 
willingly , then bafely to ycelde unto their domination , of whom they haue fo abhomina- 
bly beenc abufed : fome of them choefing rather to ftarue with hunger and fafting, being 
taken,then to accept food at their enemies hands, fo bafely vi€torious : I perceaue, that who- 
foever had undettaken them man to man,without ods of armes , of experience or of number, 
fhould haue had as dangerous a warre, or perhaps more , as any wefee amongft us. 


Why did not fo glorious 4 conqueft happen under Alexander, or during the time of the 
ancient Greekes and Romanes ? or why befell not fogreat achange and alteration of Empi- 
res and people, vnder fuch hands as would gently haue polifhed , reformed and incivilized, 
what in them they deemed to be barbarous and rudezor would haue nourifhed and foftered 
thofe good feedes , which nature had there brought toorth : adding not onely tothe manu- 
ring of their grounds and ornaments of their cities, fuch artes as we had ; and that nofurther 
then had beene neceffary forchem, but therewithall joyning unto the originall vertues of 
the country, thofe of che ancient Grecians and Romanes ? What reputation and what refors 
mation would all that farre fpredding world haue found, ifthe examples , demeanors and 
pollicies , wherewith we firft prefented chem, had called and allured thofe vncorrupted nas 
tions , to the admiration and imitation of vertue, and had eftablifhed betweene them and us 
a brotherly fociety and mutuall correfpondency ? How eafiea matter had it beene 3 profita- 
bly to reforme, and chriftianly to inftrudt , minds yet (o pure and new, fo willing tobee 
taught , being for the moft part endowed with fo docile , fo apt and fo yeelding naturall be- 
ginnings ? whereas contrarywife, we haue made ufe of their ignorance and inexperience, 
drawe them more cafily unto treafon,fraude, luxurie , auarice and all manner of inhumanity 
and cruelty , by the example of our life and. patrerne of our cuftomes. Who ever raifed the 
feruice of marchandizeand benefit of traffick to fo high a rate ? So many goodly cittiesran- 
facked and razed s fo many nations deftroyed and made defolate ; fo infinire millions of har- 
meleffe people of all fexes , tates and ages , maflacred , ravaged and put tothe {word ;and 
thericheft ,the faireft and che beft part of che world copfituruied, ruined and defaced for 
the traffick of Pearlesand Pepper: Oh mechanicall viories, oh bafe conqueft. Never did 
greedy revenge, publik wrongs or generall enmities, fo moodily enrage,and fo paffionate- 
ly incenfe men againft men , vnto fo horrible hoftilities , bloody diflipation , and miferable 
calamities. 


Cerraine Spaniardes coafting alongft the Sea in fearch of mines, fortuned to land ina ve- 
ry fertile, pleafant and well peopled country : unto the inhabitants whereof they declared 
their intent , and fhewed their accuftomed perfwafions ; faying: That they were guier and 
well-meaning-men,comming from farre-countries,being fent from the King of Caffi/e, the 
greateft King of the habitable earth unto whom the Pope , reprefenting Ged on earth,jhad 
giventhe principality of all the Jndses- Thatif chey would become tributariesto him , they 
fhould bee moft kindly ufed and courteoufly entreated : They required of them vigtualles 
for their nourifhment ; and fome gold forthe behoofe of certaine Phyficall experiments. 
Moreouer y they declared unto them, the beleeuing in one onely God , and the truech of 
our religion, which they perfwaded them co embrace, adding thereto fome minatorie thre= 
ates. Whofe anfyer was this : That happily they might be quiet and welt mcaning , but their com 
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countenance fhewed thems to be otherwife: eA: concegning their Kin 
frewed to be poore and ntedy : eAnd for the Pope, who had made that diffribution , 
bimfelfe aman loning diffention , in going about to give onto a third man, a thing w 
bis owue : fo to make st queffionable and Ltigious among ft the ancient poffeffors of st. 

tualles , they fhonld bane part of their lore : And for gold, they bad but little, and 


7. 


thing th 


ets for vita 


{ that it was 4 
ney made very fonall accoumpt of, as wncerely unprofitable for thefernice of their life , whereas 


all their care was but how to paffe tt happsly and pleafantly : and therefore, what gaan 
foould find: that onely excepted which was employed about the feruice oftheir Go 
bouldly take it. As touching one onely God, the difcourfe of bim hadv 
would by no meanes change their religion, under which they had for fo long tirse lined fo happily ana 
that they were not accuffomed to take any connfell, but of their friends and Acquaintance. As coucer- 
ning their menaces,it was afigne of want of sudgement, to threaten thofe, whofe nature, condition, 
power ana meanes was to them unknowne. And therefore they fhould with all {peed baftento avoid 
their dominions (forfomuch as they were not wont to admit or take in good part the kindneffes and res 
mon firances of armed people namely of ftrangers)otherwife they wold deale with them as they bad 
done with (uch others, foewing them the beads of cerraine men Sticking ‘upon flakes about their Citie, 
which had lately beene executed. Locherean example of the ftammering of chis infancy. 
But fo icis,neither in chis,norin infinite other places,where the Spaniards found not the 
marehandife they fought for, neicher made ftay or attempted any violéce, whatfoever other 
commodity the place yeelded : wienetle my Canibales, Of two the moft mighty and glori- 
ous Monarkes of that world, and peradventure of all our Wefterne parts, Kings over fo 
many Kings: the laft they depofed and overcame: Heof Pers,hauing by them been taken 
ina batcell, and fer at fo exceffivea ranfome, that it exceedeth all beliefe, and chat truely 
paide : and by his converfation having given chem apparant fignes of a free, liberall,usdan- 
ted and conftant courage, and declared to be of a pure, noble,and well compofed underftans 
ding; a humour poffetIed the conquerors, after they had molt infolencly ex 


xaétedfrom hing 
a Million,three hundred five andcwenty thoufand, and five hundred waights of gelde: be. 


fidesthe filverand other precious things, whichamounted to no leffea fumme({o that 
their horfes were all fhood of maffive gold) to difcover (what difloyalry or treachery foever 
it might coft ché )what the remainder of this Kings treafure might be,and without control. 
ment enjey what everhe might have hidden or concealed from them, Which to compatle, 
they forged falfe accufation and proofe againft him; That hee pragtifed to raife his pro< 
vinces, and intended to induce his fubjcéts to fome infurre@ion, fo to procure his liberty. 
Whereupon, by the very judgement of thofe who had complorted this forgery and treafon 
againft him,hee was ewndemned to be publikely hanged and ftrangled: having firt made 
him to redeeme the torment of being burned alive,by the baptifme which at the inftant of 
his execution, in charity they beftowed upon him. A horribleand thelike never heard of ac. 

cident : which nevertheleffe he undifmaiedly endured with an unmoved manner, and 
truly-royall gravity, without ever contradicting himfelte either in countenance or {pecch, 
And then,fomewhat to mitigate and circumvent thofe filly unfufpe&ting people, anaazed 

and aftonithed at fo ftrangea {pectacle, they counterfeited a great mourning and lamen.. 
tation forhis death, and appointed his faneralls to bee folemnély and fumprtuonfly ce- 

Iebrated. 

The other King of Aexico, having a long time manfully defended his befieged City; 
and in the tediousfiege, fhewed what ever pinching-fufferanee, and refolute-pefeverance 
can effvt,if ever any couragious Prince or warre-like people fhewed thefames and his dif 
aftrous fucceile having delivered him alive into his enemies hands, upen conditions robee 
ufed as beftemeda King : who during the'time of his imprifonment, did never make the 
Teaft Qrew of any thing unworthy chac glorious title. After which viory, the Spaniards 
hot finding that quantitie of gold, they had promifed themfelves, when they had ran- 
facked and ranged all corners, they by meanes of the cruelleft rortures and horrible 
torments they could poffibly devile, beganne to wreft and draw fome more from 
fuch prifoners as they had in keeping. Buc unable to profic any thing that way, 
Ginding ftronger hearts than their torments, they in the end fell to fuch moody 
outrages, that contrary co all law of nations, and againtt their folemne vowes and proani. 
fess they condemned the King himf{elfe and one of the chicfeft Princes of his pe i pi 

acke; 
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ds , they mighe 
ery welipleafed thems : bur they 
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1 ound with hor burning coals, 


Racke,onein prefence of another: The Prince envirence 
ok pitiousfort turning his dreary 
FIG MOw pitiousico! uri 12 1 } y 


Wal an wk A 1 - < ’ 
that hee could endure no longer § 


feeming to upbraid him with 


i 


being overcome with the exceeding torment, 2 
eyes coward his Mafter, as ifhee asked mercy of! 
The king fixing rigoroufly and herce:y his lookes upon him, ipt 
his remiineffe and pufilanimiry, with’a fterne and {erled voyce vitered thefe few words unto 
him} What ? fuppofeft shou lamin aceld bath 2. am lat more cafe than thou art? Whereat che 
under the rorture,and ycelded up the ghoft. The kin 
rofted, was carried away: Not fo much for pitty (for what ruth could ever enter{o barba- 
rousmindes, whoupon the furmiled information of fome odde piece or vellell of golde, 
they intended to get, would broyle a man before their cyes,and hot aman onely,but a king, 
fo great in fortune and {oe renowned in defert ?)but for as much as his unmatched conttancy 
did more and more make thei: inhumane cruelty afhamed: They afterward hanged him, 
becaufe he had couregiouflly attempted by armes (oe deliver himfelte out of fo long captivi- 
ty and miferable fabjc€ion,;where he ended his wretched life, worthy an high minded and 
never danted Prince. At another time, in one fame fire,they cauled to be burned allalive 
d threefcore principall Lords of a Province, whom by 
rs. Thefe narrations we have out of their owne 
auntingly publifh them. (Vay itbee, they 


oa 


Gilly wretch immediately fainced 


foure hundred common men, an 
the fortune of warre they had taken prifone 
bookes : for hey doe not onely avouch, butv 
doo it for a teffinsony of their juftice or zeale toward their religion? verily they are wayes over 
differentand enemiesto fo facred an ende, Had they propofed unto themfelves to enlarge 
and propagate our religion, they would have confidered, that it is not amplified by poffeffi- 
on of lands, but of men: and would have beene fatisfied with fach flaughters, as the ne. 
ecflity of warre bringeth, without indifferently adding thereunto fo bloody a butchery ,as 
upon favage beaftssand fo univerfall as fre or{word could ever attaine unto; having pur- 
pofcly preferved nomorethan fo many milerablc bond-flaves,as thcy deemed might fuffice 
fer the digging, working and fervice of their mines :So that divers of their chieftains have 
beene executed to death,even in the places they had conquered, by the appointment of the 
Kings of Caftils,juftly offended at the (cld-feene herror of cheir barbarous demeanours,ind 
( andhated. God hath meriterioufly permitted, that 
mz ds, have either beene {wallowed up by the 
revenging Scas in tran{perting them,or confumed by the inteftine warres and civill broiles, 
wherewith themfclves have devoured one another; and the greateft part of them have been 
over. whelmed and buried in the bowels of the earth, in the very places they found them, 
without any fruit of their vitory. Touching the objcétion which fome make, that the 
receipt, namely in the hands of fo thrifty,wary and wifea Prince, doth fo little anfwer the 
fore-conceived hope,which was given vnto his predeceffors,& the faid former aboundance 
oftiches, they met withall at che firft difcoucry of this new-found world, (for aichough 
they bring home great quantity of gold and filver,we perceive the fame to be nothing, in 
refpeét of what mighc be expeéted thence)it may be an{wered, that the ufe of money was 
there altogether unknowne; and confequently thar all their gold was gathered rogecher, 
ferving to no other purpofe, than fer fhew, ftateandornament, asa moovable referved 
from father to fonne by many puillant Kings,who exhaufted alicheir mines, co colleé fo 
Is or ftatues for the ornament oftheir Temples, and embeilsfhing 


well nigh all difefteemed, contemned 
many of heir great pillages,and ill gotten, goo 


hugea heape of veife 


of their Pallaces : whereas all our gold is employed in commerce and traflicke berweene 
manand man. Wee mioce and alcer it into a thoufand fermes : weefpend, wee {catter 
and difperte the fame to feverall ules, Suppofe our Kings Should thus gather and heape up 
all che gold they might for many ages hoard up rogecher, and keepe it clofe and un- 


> 


ed. Thofe of the kindome of AZexico were femewhat more encivilized, and ber~ 
er artifts.. than other nations of that world. And as weedoe, fo judged they, that 
his Vniverfe was nearehis end:and tooke the defolation wee brought among{t them as 

nee ficne of ite’ They beleeved the ftate of the world, to bee divided into five 


an infallible fign 

ages,asin the life of five fuceceding Sunnes, whereof foure had already ended their courfe 
? a . ° J 

ortime; andthe lame which now fhined upon them, was the fifth and laft. The fief 

perifhed together with all ocher creatures, by an univerfall inundation of waters. The 

fecond by the fall of the heavens upon us which ftifled & ouerwhelmed euery living thing: 

: \ 


in which age they aflrmethe Giants to have beene, and thewed the Spaniards certaine 
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bones of them, accarding to whofe proportion the ftature of men came to bee of the height 


of twenty handfuls. The chird , was confumed by a violent fire, which burned and deftroy- 
€d all. The fourth by a whirling emotion of the ayre and windes, which with the violent 
fury of itfelfe, remooued and ouerthrew diuers high mounraines ; faying ,that men dyed 
not of it , bur were transformed into Munkeis, (Ob what impreffions doth not the weakene 
mans beliefe admit ? ) After the confummation of this fourth Sunne,the world continued fue 
and twenty yeares in perperuall darkeneffe : in the fifteenth of which one man ahd one Won 
man Were created , who renewed the race of man-kinde, Ten yeares afcer ,vponacertaine 
day ; the Sunne appeared as newly created: from which day beginneth euer fince the calcu. 
lation of their yeares, On the third day of whofe creation, died their ancient Geds,their new 
ones haue day by chy beene borne fince. In what manner this laft Sunne thal perifh , my 
auéthor could norlearne of them, But their number of this fourth change , doth iumipe 
and mecre with tha great coniunétion of che Starres , which eighc hundred and oddeyearee 
fince , according ‘o the Aftrologians fuppofition, preduced diuers great alcerations and 
ftrange novelties in the world. Concerning the proud pompe and glorious magnificence, 
by occafion of which I am fallen into this difcourfe , nor Grece , nor Rome , nor eE gspt, can 
(dee it in profit, or difficultie or nobility) equal or compare fundrie and diuers of their 
workes. Thc cawcy or high- way which is yet ro bee feenein Peru , creed by the Kings of 
that countrie ftretching from the city of Q #ito,vnto that of Cufce(cdtaining three hundred 
leagues in leigth ) ftraighe, enen, and fine, and twentie paces in breadth curioufly paved, 
ray{cd on boh fides with goodly , high mafonrie-walles , all along which , on the inner fide 
there gre twe continuall running ftreames, pleafantly befee with beautious trees, which they 
call AZo. li framing of which, where they metceany mountaines or rockes, they haue 
cut , rafedand leuelled them j and filled all hollow places with lime and ftone, At the ende 
of eucry days journey , as ftations, there are built ftately great pallaces , plentioufly ftored 
with all manier of good victuals , apparrell and armes , as well for daylie way-fairing men, 
as for fuch amies thae might happen to pafle that way. Inthe eftimation of which worke 
Thaue efpecilly confidered the difficulty , which in that place is particularly to bee remem 
bred. For thy built with no ftones that were leffethen ten foote fquare: They had no o- 
ther meaneso cay or tran{port them, then by meere ftrength of armes to draw and dragge 

the carriage hey needed: they had not fomuchas the arte to make fcaffolds; nor knew o- 
ther deuiie, hen to raife fo much earth or rubbifh, againft their building, according as the 

worke rifett , and afterward to take it away againe, Bur returne we to our coaches, In fteade 

ofthem, ani ofall other carrying beaftes they caufed themfelues to be carryed by men, and 

vpon their houlders, This laft King of Pers ,the fame day hee was taken, was thus carried 

vpon rafters or brames of mafliue Golde, fitting in a faire ehaire of ftate,likewile all of golde, 

in the mddle of his battaile. Looke how many of his porters as were flaine, to make him fall 

(for all heir endevour was to take him aliuc) fo many others, and as it were avye, tooke 

and vnier-went prefently che place of the dead:fo that they could never be brought down or 

made 0 falle, whit flaughter fo ever was made of thofekinde of people, vntill fuch timeas a 

horfenan furioufly ranne to take him by fome part of his body ,and {fo pulled him to the 

ground. 
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Of the incommoditie of greatneffe. 


Sr we cannolattaine vatoit, let vs reuenge our felues with railing againft it: yet is 
it not abfolure ailing , to finde faule with any thing : There are defetts found im alk 
things , bow faire foewy in fhow , and defirable they be. It hath generally this evident aduani- 
tage, that when ever: pleafeth it will decline, and hath well-nigh che choife of one and 

other 
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fall more ambition,t 
as ambition is never better direlted according tose {elfe then by a flraying and snfrequented path} 
tharpen my courage toward patience, 
wifh for as another, and leave my wifhe 
came into my minde, to with for Empire 
fortunes.I aime not that way: love my fe 
ly;with a forced and coward advancementsfit for mesyeain refolution,in wiledome,in health, 
in beauty, and alfo in riches. Bur this credice, this afpiring reputation, this overfwaying au- 
thority, fuppreffeth my imagination. And cleane oppofire ro fome other, I fhoud peradven- 
cure love my felfe better, tobethe fecond or third man in Perigor, then the firflin Parzs: At 
lea(t, without faining,! had rather be the third man in Paris,then the fir ft in charge. will nei- 
cher contend with an V ther of a doore, as a filly unknowen man; nor with gapirg and adora- 
tion make a Lane through the throng as Ipaffe. 1 am enured to a meane calling; mediocrity 
beft fitceth me,as well by my fortune,as by mine ewne humor. And have fhewecby the con- 
duét of my lifeand courfe of my enterprifes, that I haverather fought to avoid then other- 
wife to embrace beyond the degree of fortune that at my birth it pleafed God t) call me un- 
to. Each natural conftitution,s equally juft and eafie. My minde is fo dull and flove, that I me- 
afure not good fortune according to her height, but rather according toherfacity. And if 
my hart be not great enough,it is ratably free and open,and who biddeth me,buldly to pu- 
blith my weakneffe. Should any will me, on the one part, to conferre and confier the life of 
L.Thurius Balbasya worthy gallant man, wife, faire, goodly, healthy, of good urlerftanding, 
richly-plentious in all maner of commodities and pleafures, leading a quiet eafeull life, alrom 
gether his owne, with a minde armed , and well prepared againft death, fuperftion, griefes, 
cares and other encombrances of humane neceflity 3 dying in his old age, in anhononrable 
battell, with his weapons in his hand , for the defence of his countries and on tle other fide 
the life of AZ. Regalus , fo high and great,as all men know, together with bis adnirable and 
glorious end : the one untnentionedand without dignity,the other exéplar? and wonderfull 
renouned: truly I would fay what Cicero faith of it,had I che gift of well-{pesking a hee had, 
Butif I were to fute them unto mine,I would alfo fay, that the former is as such agreing to 
my quality, and tothe defire I endevourtoconforme my quality unto, asthe feconcis farre 
beyond it. That to this I cannot attaine but by veneration;and to the other! would wilingly 
atraine by cuftome, But returne we to our temporal] greatnefle, whence we have digrdled. I 
am diftafted of all maftry,boch aétive and paffive. Osanes one of the feaven that by rghe night 
chalenge the Crowne,or prerend the Kingdome of Perfia, refolved upon fuch a rfolution as 
I fhould eafily have done the like: which was, that he urcerly renounced all marer of claime 
he might in any fort pretend unto that crowne, to his fellow comperitores, wer it either by 
cleétion or chance: alwayes provided that both himfelfe and all his, might lie in chat Em- 
pire, free from all fubje@ions,and exempted from all maner of commandeme't, except that 
of the ancient lawes : and might both challenge all liberty , and enjoy allimounities , that 
fhould not prejudice them: being as impacient to command, asto be commaded. The fhars 
pelt and moft dificile prof ffion of the world, is (inmine opinion) worthily ro att pd play the King. 
Texcufe more of their faules,chen commonly other men doe : and that in collideration of the 
Jowne-bearing waight of theirimmenfe charge,which much aftonifheth w+ Zt is 4 very hard 
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jask to keep a duc meafnre, i fo unmealurable apower,Y ct is it,thae even wit thofe,that are of 
a lellg excellent nature, itis a fingular incitation to vertue,to be feared inuch a place, where 
you fhall doe no maner of good, thatis nor regifired and recorded: An¢where the leaft wele 
dooing, exrendeth co fo many perfons: And where your fufficiency As that of Preachers) 
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is principally dire&ted co the peoples a weake and partial] iudge, eafi 
fic to be pleafed. There are but few things, of which we may gine a fiusere indgement: for there 
be very few, wherein in fome fort or other, we are not particularly interefled. Superiority 
and inferiority, maiftry and fubicion, are joyntly tied vnto a naturall kinde of enuy and 
conteftation ; they muft perpetually enter-{poile one another. I belecue neither the one nor 
the other, concerning hir companions rights : lec vs fuffer reafon to {peake of it, which is ine 
flexible and impaffible, when or how we fhall make an end, Iwas not long fince reading of 
two Scortifh bookes ftriving upon this fubie€&t. The popular makes the King to be of worfe 
condition thena Carter : and he that extolleth Monarchy, placeth himboth in power and 
foveraignty, many fteps aboue the Gods. Now the incommodity of greatneffe, which here 
Thave undertaken to note and {peake of, (upon feme occafion lately befalne mee) is this, 
There is peradvéture nothing more pleafing tothe commerce of men,then the Effayes,which 
we through iealoufie of honour or valour, make one againft another, be it inthe exercife of 
the body or minde: whercin foveraigne greatnefle, hath no true or effentiall part. Veri. 
ly, it hath often feemed unto me, that through over mtich refpe@, Princes are therein ufed 
difdainefully and treated iniurioufly : For, the thing whereat (in my youth) I was infinire- 
ly offended, was, that thofe which were trained and {chooled with mce » thould forbeare ro 
doe it in good earneft, becaufe they found me unworthy co bee withftood or to refift their 
endevours, It is that we dayly fee to happen unto them ; every man finding himfelfe un- 
worthy to force himfelfe againft them. If one perceive them never (0 little affeétedto have 
the vidtory, there is none but will ftrive to yeeld ic them,and that will not rather wrong his 
glory, then offend theirs: Noman imployeth more diligence chen needs he muft to {erve 
their honour, What (hare have Princes in the throng, where allare forthem? Mee thinks 
I {ee thofe Paladines of former ages, prefenting themfelves iniouftes, tiltings and combats, 
with bodies and armes enchanted. Briffon running againft Alexander, counterfeited his 
courfe : ¢4/exander chid him for it: but he fhould haue caufed himto be whipt.For this con- 
fideration, was Carneades wont to fay, that Princes children learn't nothing aright but to mannage 
andride horfes ; forfomuch as in all other exerct(es, every man yeeldethyand giveth them the viftory: 
but a hor(e who ts neyther a flatterer nor a Gonrtier, wilt as foone throw the child of a King as the [on 
of abafe porter, Homer hath beene forced to confent that Vewns (fo {weet a faint and delicate 
a Goddeffe ) fhould be hurt at the fiege of Zroy,thereby to afcribe courage & hardineffe un- 
to her qualities never feene in thofe that are exempted from danger, The Gods themfelves 
arc fained to be angry, to feare, to be jealous, to grieve, to fhew paffion, and be fubje&to 
mortall fenfe, thereby to honour them with the vertues which the Poets and Philofophers 
invent amongft vs: Nay, they are {uppofed te runne away, and to have a feeling of all our 
imperfections. Who doth not participate both hazard and difficalties, cannot juftly pretend intere ft 
8n the honor, or challenge [hare sn the pleafure,rbat followeth dangerous attions or hazardous attem Pts. 
Icis pitty a man fhould be fo powerfull, that all things muft yceldand give place unto him, 
Such as are in fo high eminency of greatnefle, their fortune rejeéts fociety and converfation 
too farre fromthem; fhe placeth themin over remote and uncouth places, This eafefull 
life and plaufible facility co bring allunder, and {ubie@t mens mindes, is an en emy toall 
manner of pleafure, Icis a kinde of fliding, and nota going: Ic is ro fleepe, and not to live, 
Conceive man accompanied witk omripotency,you overwhelme him : he muft in begying 
manner crave fome empeachment and refiftance of you. His being and his good, is in wane 
and indigence. Their good qualities are dead and loft ; for, they are not heard but by com- 
parifon, andthey are excluded: they have little knowledge of true praife, being bearen 
with fo continuall and uniforme an approbation,Have they co doe with the fimpleft of cheir 
fubjeéts ? they haveno meaneto take advantage of him, ifhe but fay ; [cis becaufe heis my 
King, he {uppofeth to have fufficiently expreffed, and you muft underftand, chat info fay= 
ing, he hath lent ahelping hand co overthrow himfelfe. This quality fuppreffeth and con- 
fumeth all other true andeffentiall qualities : they are even drowned in the Royalty; which 
givesthem no leave, to make the offices of their charge to prevaile, except in fuch aétions as 
direély concerne and ftead the fame. To bea King, 1s 4 matter of that confequence, that onely 
by it beisfo. That ftrange glimmering and eye-dazeling light, which round abour envie 
roneth, overcafteth and hidethfromus: our weake fighe is thereby bteared and diffipa- 
ted, as becing filled and obfcured by chat greater and further-fpredding brightnefle. The 
ve ae : Yy Senate 
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Senate allottedthe honor and prife of eloquence unto Tiberius ; he refufed it, fuppofing that 
ifit hath beenetrue, he could not revenge himfelfe of fo limited and partiall judgement. As 
weyeeld Princes all advantages of honer, fo we auéthorize their defe@ts and footh-up their 
vices not onely by approbation, but alfo by imitation. All Alexanders followers bare their 
heads fideling,as he did. And fuch as flattered Diony/ises,in his owne prefence did runand Jue 
fle one another,and either fumbled at,or over-threw what ever ftood before their feetes to 
inferre ; that they were as fhort-fighted or fpur- blinde,as he was. Naturall imperfections have 
fomerimes ferved for commendation and favour. Nay [have feenc deafnefie affeéted. And 
becaufe the maifter hated his wife, P/wtarch hath {een courtiers to (ue a divorce of theirs, 
whom they loved very well. And which is more paillardife and all maner of diffolution hath | 
thereby beenc held in credit 3 as alfo difloyalcy, blafphemy, cruelty, herefic,fuperftition, irre. 
ligion, wantonnefle and worfe,if worfe may be.Yca by an example more dangcrous,then that 
of Mithridates his flatterers, who for fomuch as their mafter pretended to have skill in phifick 
and afpired to the honor of a good Phyfition, came to him to have their members incized 
arid cauterized, For thefe others fuffer to have their foules cauterizeds a much more precious 
and nobler partthen the body. Butto endwhereI began: Adriaw the Emperor debating 
with Favorinus the Philofopher about the interpretation of fome word 5 Favorsnus didfoone 
yeeld the victory unto him,his friends finding faule with him for it ; you but jeft,my mafters 
(quoth he) would you not haue bin to be much wifer then 1, who hath the ab(olute command over 
shirty legions?'eAugufius writ fome verfes againft eAfinins Polio,which Pollo hearing, he faid 
¥ will hould my peace; for, # 2 no vifedome to content in writing with him, who may profcribe, 
Andthey had reafon : For Disny/fivs ,becaule he could not equall Phsloxenws in Poefie, nor 
match P/atoin di(courfe, condemned the one tothe ftone. quarries, and fent the other to bee 
fold as a flave inthe Ile of eZgsna, 
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Of the Art of conferring. 


L isa cuftome of our law,to condemne fome, for the warning of others. To condemne them 
becaule they have mifdone, were folly, as faith Plasto, For whatis orice done can never be 
undone ; but chey are condemned tethe end that they fhould not offend againe,cr that others 
sny avoide the example-of their offence. He who # hanged t net corretied, but others by him. Ba 
ven fo doc I. My errors are formetimes natutall , incorrigible and remedileffe. But whereas 
honeft men profitthe Common wealth in cau fing them{elves to be imitated, I thall happily 
benefit the {ame,in making my felfe to be evitated. ) 

Nonne vides Albi ut male vivat filsws,ntque 

Barrus inops ? magnuna documentum,ne patrians rem 

Perdere quis velit. 


Doe you not fee, how that mans fonne lives badly, 
That man’s a begger by his {pending madly ? 
A leffon greac, that none take joy : His patrimony to deftray. 


By publifhing and accufing my imperfeétions, fome man may peradvencure learne te fearé 
them. The parts I meft efteemein my felfe,reape more honor by accufing, chen by commen. 
ding my felfe. And that’s che caufeI more often fall into them againe, and reft upon chem. 
But when all the cardes be told,aman never fpeakes of him/el ft, withone loffe. A mans own condemna 
tions are ever increafed 3 pratfesever decreafed. There may be fome of my complexion, whoam 
berrer infirudted by contrariety then by fimilicudesand more by efeaping then by following. 
(ato fenior had afpeciall regard to this kind of difcipline, when he faid, that wifemen have 
“more to learue of fooles then fioles of wilemsne And that ancient player onthe Lyra, whom Pas fa 
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take any dcepe rpore inme Ne ) propolit ions amaze me, nO conceit wounc 
contrariety foever they have tomine. There is no faptazie fo frivolous « 
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ri And an ill manner of ipeech doth better reforme min¢ W 
f fpeaking. The fotcifh counrenance of another, doth 1 dayly : and { 
hich pricketh, toucheth an th becter, chen that which delioh+ 
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ference then by rd. Bein Li by good examples, I make 
bad: chel is ordinary. I have endevoured, nay [have laboured to ye 
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exercii¢e at once, It | conferre witha ftubborne wir, and encountera fturc ly wreftler, he roy 
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and raifé me aboy ve my felfe. And anunifon or confer nt, 1s a quality altogether 
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wearifome in conference. Bat: as our minde is fortified by the communication of reoy! 
Vigorous {pirits ; it cannot well be expreiTed , how much it lofeth and is baftardi zed,! by the 
continuall commerceand frequentation, we have with bafe, weakeand dull Il {pirirs. RG ; 
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j to conreft and difcourfe, bur not with many, an Jonely fox toferve 
a {ipectacie unto great mien, and by way of contention, fe com e hi 
eady | Ww ngue: I decme ita] prot effion farre ut InttIng a man of h 
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igement of the right to make conclufions, regard burr 1egligently the di- 
we lend ic not oar ji Ses we red affoord it on rh 

allanceis alco ogether empty, [letthe ocher waver too and fro 
cs, And me feemeth, I may we kek xcufed, if ; rather 
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for n me, they onely 

beare aw: ay inant y,and furely they do o.Vuigar and cafiaall onan sare yeto Frome wai 
Which in nature ore { omething els th je noch; og. Anc who wadeth nat fo far inro che 
avoid the vice of {i perfti tion yfallech happily i into che blame of wilfulneffe. The con 
on di €n of Jadgeme ents doe neither offend nor move, bur awaken and exercife me. We ms 
monly fhunne correGtion whereas wef thoute rather feeke anc 1 prefent our {elves unto it, chije- 
fly-v ese ON the wavy of conference, and nor of regency. Ac every oppoliti 

confider not whether i be} jaf, th beit right or wrong, how we may atoidek: 
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of reaching our armes, Wweftretch forth out clawes ynto it. 1 fhould endure to bee rudely 
handled and checked by my friends, though they fhould call me foole, coxecombe,or fay I 
raued.I loue a man that doth ftoutly expreffe himfelfe, amongft honeft and worthy men, & 
whofe words an(were his thoughts. We fhould fortifie and harden our hearing, againft the 
renderneffe of the ceremonious found of words.] louea friendly fociety anda virile and con- 
ftant familiarity : Anamitie, which in the carneftneffe and vigor of it’s commerce, flaccereth 
it (elfezas louc in bitings and bloody fcratchings, It is not fufficiently generous or vigorous, 
except it be contentious & quarrelous: Iffhe be civilifed anda skilfull artift :if it fearea 
fhocke cr free encounter,an¢ haue hir ftarring holes or forced by-way es. Neque eins difputart 
fine reprehenfione poteft.Di/putation cannot be held without reprehenfion, When 1 am impugned or 
contraried, then is mine attention and not mine anger, ftirred up : Laduance my {elfeto. 
ward him,that doth gainefay and inftru& me. The canfe of truth, ought to be the common canfey 
beth to one and other: What can he anfwer ? The paffion of choller hath already wounded his 
judgement:trouble, before reafon hach feized vpon it. It were both profitable and necefla- 
ry:that the determining of our difputatids, might be decided by way of wagers;& that there 
were a material marke of our lofles:that we might better remember & make moreaccompt 
of it:and chat my boy might fay unto me: Sir, if you call to minde;y our conteftation, your 
ignorance and your felfe-wilfulnetie, at feuerall times, coft youa hundred crownes the laft 
yeare : I feaft, Icherifh and J embrace truth, where and in whom focuer I finde it, and wil- 
lingly and merily yeeld my felfe vnto her, as foone as I {ee but her approach, though itbe 
a farre-off, [lay downe my weapon and yeeld my felfe vanquifhed. And alwayes prouided, 
one perfift not or proceede therein, with an ouer imperious ftiffneffe or commanding furli- 
neffe;/ am well pleafed to be reprooved. And J often accommodate my felfe unto my aceu- 
fers more by reafon of civility, then by occafion of amendment : louing by thefacility of 
ycelding, to gratifie and fofter their libertie, to teach or aduertife me, Jcis notwithftanding 
no eafie matterto draw men of my timesuntoit, They haue nor the courage to correét, be- 
caufe they want the heart coendurecorreétion: And ever fpcake with diffonulation in pr¢- 
fence one of another. J take fo great a pleafure to be judged and knowne, thar it is indifferent 
to me, in whether of the two formes Jbe fo, Mine owne imagination doth fo oftencontra- 
di&t and condemne it felfe, that if another do ir, all is one ynto me ; efpecially feeing, 7 giue 
his reprehenfion no other authority then Zlift, But Zfhall breake a ftraw or fall at ods with 
him,that keepes himfelfe fo aloftsas 7know fome, rhat will frec and chafe if theiropinions 
be not believed, and who teke itasan injury, yea and fall out with their beft friends, if chey 
will not follow it. And that Socrates euer fmiling, made acolle€tion of fuch contradi€tions 
as were oppofed to his difcourfe, one might fay,his force was,caufe of ic, and that the advan- 
rage being affuredly to fallcn his fide, hetookethem asa fubjeé& of anew vitory;neverthes 
leife we fee onthe contrary, that nothing doth fonicely yeeld our fenfe vito itasthe opini- 
on of preheminence and difdaine of theaduerfary. And that by reafon,it rather befits the weae 
keft to accept of oppofition in good part, which reftore and repaire him. Verily I feeke more 
the conuerfation of fuch as curbe me,then of thofe that feareme, Zt is an unfayory and hurt- 
ful pleafure,to haue to doe with men, who admire and giueus place. Antifhenes commanded 
his children, neuer to be beholding unto, or thanke any that fhould commend them. J feele 
my felfe more lufty and cranke for the vi€tory 7 gaine ouer my felfe, when in the heate or fue 
ry of the combate,/ perceiue to bend and fall under the power of my aduerfaries reafon,then 
Tam pleafed with the vi€tory, J obtaine of him by his weakenelle, To conclude, J receiue 
all blowes and allow all attaints giuen dire@ly, how weake foever : but am very impatient 
at {uch as are ftrucken at randan and without order, Zcarebut little for the matter, and with 
me opinions are all one, and the victory of the fubjeét in a manner indifferent.J fhall quict - 
ly conteft a whole day, if the condué& ofthe controuerfie be followed with order and deco- 
rum . Jt is not forcenor fubtilry, that /fo much require, as forme and order. The forme and 
order, dayly feene in the alrercations of Shepheards, or contentions of fhop-prentife boyes : 
but never amongft us? /f they part or gine one another ouer, it is with inciuilitie: and fo doe 
we. Buttheir wrangling, they brawling and impatience, cannot makethem to forgee or 
foger their theame. 

Their difcourfe holds {on his courfe, Zf they preuent one another, if chey ftay not for, at 
leaft chey underftand one another. Aman doth ever an(were fufficiently well fer me i he 
an{weer 
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ani{were what | fay. But whencthe difpuration is counfounded znd orderleffe, | quit the 
matter, and betake me roche forme, with fpight and indifcreticn: and embrace a kinde of 
debating, teafty, headlong, malicious and imperious, whereat I afterwardbluth. [¢ 42 imspof. 
frble totreate quietly co dispute orderly with a foole. My judgementisnot onely corrupted under 
the hand of fo imperious a maifter, but my confcience alfo.Our difputations ought ro be fore 
bidden and punifhed, as other verball crimcs. What vice raife they not, and heape up toge- 
ther,being ever {wayed and commanded by choller?Firft we enter into enmity wich the rea- 
fons,& chen with che men. Welearne motto difpute,excepr it be ro contradiét: & every man 
contradicting and being contradiéted, it commonly tolloweth, that the fruit of difputing, is 
to loofe and ro difanull the trueth. So P/atoin his common wealth, forbiddeth foolith,umape 
and bafe-minded {pirits, to undertake that exercife.To what purpofe goe you about to queft 
or enquire that which ts wich him, who hath neither good pace nor proceeding of woorth ? 
No man wrongs the fubjeét, when hé quitsthe fame, for want of meanes to treat or man- 
nageit. Imeanc nota {cholafticall and artift meane, but intend a naturall meane, and of a- 
found underflanding. What willtheend be? one goeth Eaftward, and another Weftward: 
They loofe the principall, and ftray it inthe throng of incidents. Attheend of an houres 
wrangling, they wot not what they {eeke for: one is high, another low, and another wide, 
Some take hold of a word,fome of a fimilitude.Some forget what was ebjeéted againgt chem 
fo much are they engaged in the purfuite andthinke to follow them(clues, and not yous 
Some finding themfelves weake-backr, feareall, refufe all, and at the very entrance mingle 
the fubject and confound the purpofeor in the heate of the difputation,mutine tohold their 
peace alcogecher: through a {pighcfull ignorance, affe&ting a proud kinde of contempt, ora 
Foolifh modefty avoyding of contention. Provided that one ftrike and hit,hecareth not how 
open he lye, Another compieth his words, and wayeth them for reafons 3 Another emplo- 
ycth nothing but the advantage of his voyce and winde. Here one concludeth againft 
himfelfe; here another wearyeth yoa with idle prefaces,and frivolous digreffions, Anothet 
armeth himfelfe afore hand with injuries, and feekes afcer a Dutch quarrel], torid himfelfe 
of the fociery ,.and fhake off che conference of afpirit, chat preffech and overbeareth his. 
This laft hath no infight at all in rea(on, but ftill beleagreth you with the dialegicall or lo. 
gicall clofe of his claufe, and ties you to the rule of his acte or forme of his skill. Now 
who doth not encer into diftruft of {ciences , and is notin doubt, . whether in any necef- 
lity of life he may reape folid fruicofthem ; if heconfider the ufe we have of them ? Nihil 
farantibus lsteris, Since learning doth not cure, Who hath learnt any wit or under fianding in Logi 
que? Where are her faire promifes ? Nec ad melius vivendum, nec ad commodius Aifferenduss, 
Nether to live better or to difpute fitter. Shall aman heare more brabling or confufion in the 
titcie tattle of fith wives or {coulding fluts, then in the publike difputations of men of this 
profeflion ? I had rather my child fhould learne to fpeake in a Taverne, then in the {chooles 
of well.{peaking Art, Take you a maifter of arts, and conferre with him, why doth hee noe 
make us perceive his artificial excellency, and by the admiration of his realons-conftancy, 
or with the beauty of his quaint order, and grace of his method, ravith filly women, and 
bleare ignorant men as we are? Why doth he nor fway, winde and perfwade us as hee lift? 
Why should one fo advantageous in matter and conduét, entermixe injuries, indifcretion 
and chollericke rage with his fence? Let him pull of his ewofaced hoode, his gowne 
and his larine, let him not fill our eares with meerely beleeved Ariftotle, you will difcover 
and take him for one of vs, and worfe if may be. Methinks this implication{and entangling 
of {peech, wherewith they doe fo much importune us, may fitly be compared, unto juglers 
lay of faft and loofe : their nimbleneffe combats and forceth our fences, buc it nothing fha- 
ech our beliefe: Take away their jugling, what they doe is but bafe, common and flighs. 
‘Though they be more witty and nimble {pirited, they are not the leife foolifh, fimple and u- 
napt. I love wit, and honour wifedome, as much as them that: have it. And beeing 
rightly ufed, it isthenebleft, the moft forcible, yea and richeft purchafemen can make. 
Butin fach ( of which kinderhe number is infinit) that upon it eftablifh their fundamental] 
fufficiency and worth : that from cheir wit refer themfelves to their memory, {wb aliena nm- 
bra latentes : repofing thes under anther mans pretefion,and can do nothing bur by the booke 
(if I may be boldto fay {o)] hace the fame, a little more chen fottifhnes. Zn my country, and itt 
may dayes, learning and booksfurses, doth much wsesd pur(es, bus minds nothsng ae all, If ic chance 
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co finde them empty, light and dry, it filleth, ic over-burthens and fwellerh them: araw and 
indigefted maffe: if chinne, it doth eafily purifie, clarifie, extenuate and fubtilize them even 
unto exinanition or evacuation, It isa thing of a quality very neare indifferent; a moft profi- 
table acceffory or ornament unto a wel borne mind,but pernicious and hurtfully domageable . 
unto any other. Or rather a thing of moft precious ufe, chat will net bafely be gotten, nor 
vily pofleffed. In fome hands a royall{cepter, in other fome arudemattocke. But lerus 
proceed. What greater or more glorious vittory can you expelt, thenteach Jour enemy , that hee 
cannot withftand you? When you gaine the advantage of your propofition, itis Truth that 
winneth: when you get the advantage of che order and condu@, it is youthat winne, lam 
of opinion, that both in Plato and in Xenophon, Socrates diputeth more in favour of the di- 
fputers, then in grace ofthe difputation: and more to inftru&t Eathydemus and Pretagoras 
with the knowledge of their impertinency of their art. He rakes hold of che firft matter, as 
he who hatha more profitable end, then to cleare it ; thar is, to cleare the fpirics he undere 
taketh to manage and to exercife. Agitation, ftirring and hunting is properly belonging 
to ourlubje& or drift; wee arenot excufable to conduét the fame ill and impertinently, 
but to miflethe game, and faile intaking, that’s another matter. For wee are borne to queft 
and fecke after trneth ; to polfeffe it belongs to agreater power. It is not (as Democritus {aid ) 
hidden in che deepes of abiffe:but rather elevaced in infinite height of divine knowledge. 
The world is but a Schoole of inquifition. The matter is not who fhall putin , but who fhalt 
ruone the faireft courfes. As well may hee play the foole that fpeaketh truely, as hee that 
fpeaketh falfely : for wee are upon the manner, and not upon the matter of {peaking. 
My humouris, to haveas greata regard to the forme, as to the fubftance ; as much refpec& 
tothe Advocat, astothe caule; as e4/cibiades appointed we fhould doe, And Idayly 
ammufe my felfero read in authors, without care of their learning: therein feeking their 
manner, not theirfubje&t. Even as I purfue the communication of fome famous wit, not 
that he fhould teach me, but that Imay know him; and knowing him ( ithe deferveic .) I 
may imitatehim. Every onemay fpeake truely, but to fpeakeorderly, methodically, wifely 
and fufficiently, few can doeit. So falfehood proceeding ofignorance doth not offend mee; 
meptnefle and trifling doth. I have broken off divers bargaines, that would have beene vee 
ry commedious unto me, by the impertinency of their conceftation, with whom J did bar- 
gaine. lam not mooved once a ycare, with the faults or overfights of thofe, over whom I 
have power: but touching the point of the fottifhnefie and feolifhnes of their allegations, exe 
.cufes, and defences, rude and brutith, we are every day ready to goe by the cares. They nei- 
ther underftand what is {aid norwherefore, and even fothey an{wer; a thing able to make 
one de'paire. I feele not my headto fhocke hard but by being hit with another, And Jra- 
ther enter into compofition with my peoples vices, then with their rafhneffe, importunity 
and foolifhneffe. Let them doe leffe, provided they be capableto doe. You livein hopeto 
enflamecheir will: But of ablockethere ts nothing tobe hoped for,nor any thing of worth to bee en: 
joyed. Now, what if Irakethings otherwife then they are? Soitmay bee: And therefore 
faccufe my impatience. And firft Ihould, that it is equally viciousin him, who is in ‘the 
right, as in him, chat isin the wrong: For, itisever a kinde of tyrannical fharpeneffe, 
not to be ableto endure a forme different from his: and verily, fince there is not a greater 
fondneffe, amore conftant gullifhneife, or more heteroclite infipidiry then for one ro move ° 
orvex himfelfe atche fondnefle, at che gullifhneife , orinfipidity of the world: For it 
principally formalizeth and moveth ns againft our felves: and that Philofopher of former 
ages fhould never have wanted occafionto weepe, fo long ashe had confidered himfelfe. 
CVifo, oncof the feaven {ages (a man of a Timonian di{pofition and Democraticall hu- 
mour ) being demanded, where-at he laughed alone ; he anfwered, becauie] laugh alone ; 
How many follies doe I fpeake and an{wer every day, according to my felfe; and then how 
much more frequent according to others? And if I bite mine owne lips ac them, what 
ought others to doe? Jn fine, wee muft live with the quicke, and let the water ranne under the 
bridge, without any care, or at leaft without alteration to us. In good {ooth, why meet we fome- 
times with crooked, deformed, and in body mifhapen men, without falling inte rageand 
difcontent, and cannot endureto light-upon a froward, skictifh, and ill ranged {pirie, ‘with- 
out falling into anger and vexation ¢ This vicious aufterity is rather inthe ludge, then in 
thefaule. Lec us ever have that faying of P/asoin our mouthes What I finde nnwholfomse,ts it 
; nOg 
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! Stercus cusque fuum bene olet. Evaf.chil,3. 
Ev’ry mans ordure well, To his owne fenfe doth fmell. CCb-4, ad, be 


f Our eyes fee nothing backward, A hundred timesaday we mocké our felves, upon our 
neighbours {ubjcét, and dereft fome defeéts in others, that are much more apparant in us ; 
y yea and admire them with a ftrange impudency and unheedineffe, Even yefterday, I chan- 
ced to fee a man of reafonable underftanding , who no leffe pleafanily then juftly floured at 
anothers fond fafhion, and yet upon every filly occafion doth nothing but moleft all imen 
with the impertinent bedrowleand regifter of his pedigrees, genealogies and alliances, more 
then halfe falfe and wrefted in; (for icis the manner of {uch peopic,commonly to undertake 
fuch foolith difcourfes, whofe qualities are more doubrfull andleffe fure ) who if he had im- 
partially confidered and looked upon himfelfe, fhould doubrleffe have found himfelfe no 
le(fe intempetace, indifcreet, and tedious, in publifhing and extolling the prerogative of his 
wives pedigree an defcent. Oh importunate prefumption, wherewith the wife feeth her 


{elfe armed by the hands of her own husband. Ifhe underftand Latin,a man fhould fay tohim, 


Age, fibac non infanit [atis {ua [ponte ,snftiga. Ter And. all 
Goe toc, if of her owne accord before, for % 
She were not mad enough, prevoke her more, 


I fay not, that sone fhoula accu/e, except hee bee Spotleffein himfelfe: For then none might ac- 
cule: nonot {porleife inthe fame kinde of fault, Buc my meaning is, that our judgement 
charging-and blaming another, of whom thercis then queftion, {pareth us nothing, of an 
inward and fevere jurifdi€tion. It isan office of charity, that he whe cannot remove a vice fromm 
bimjelfe, fhould neverthelef[e endevour toremove st from others, where it may have a leffe burtfult 
and froward feed, Nox doe I deeme ita firanfwer, for him that warneth me of my faule,to fay, 
the fame is likewife in him, Buc what of that? Well meaning warning is alwayes true and profi- 
table, Had weagoodand found nofe, our owne ordure fhould be more unfavory unto our 
felves, forafmuch as it is our owne. And Socrates is of opinion, that he, who fhould find hime 
felfe, and his fon, and a ftranger guilty of any violence or injury, ought firft begin by him- 
felfe, and prefenr himfelfeto the fenrence and condemnation of the law, and for his owne 
difcharge and acquital implore the affiftance ofthe executioners hand : fecondlv for his fon, 
and laftly for che ftranger: If this precept take his cune fomewhattoo high: it fhould at left 
be firft prefented co the punifhment of ones ownecon{cience. Our fenfes are our proper and 
firt judges, who diftinguifh not things, but by externall accidents ; and no marvell, if in 
ali parts of the fervice belongir gro our fociety , chereis fo perpetuall aud univerfall com- 
mixture of ceremonies and foperficjall apparances : fo that the beft and moft effetuall pare 
of policies, confifts in that. Irisman with whom we have alwayes to doc, whofe condition 
ismarvelloufly corporall. Let thofe; whoin thefe latter dayes have fo earneftly laboured, 
to frame and eftablifh unto us, an exercife of Religion and Service of God, fo contemplative 
and immaterial!, wonder nothing at all, if fome be found, whothinke, it would have efca- 
pedand moultred away betweene their fingers, if it had not held and continued amongft us, 
a8 a marke, aritle and inftrument of divifion and faétion, more chen by it felfe. As in 
conference: The gravity, the gowneand the fortune of him chat fpeaketh, doth-often adde 
and winne credit untovaine, trifling and abfurd difcourfes. Ic is nut to bee prefumed, 
shat one of thefe gowne-Claikes or quoifed Serjants, fo follewed, and fo ——s 
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grim and fo difdainfull, co whom 
be not more fufficient and worthy, 


folideinterpretation. 
them other then reverence and approbation, they 


experience ; they have read , 
things, you are cleane overwhelmed with examples. I would faine tell chem, chat che fruie 


of aChirurgions experience, is not the ftory of his praétifes, or the remembrance that hee 
hath cured foure whohad the Plague,and healed as many that had the Goure, except hee 
know and have the wit, from his ufe and experience, to draw a methode how co frame his 
judgements and by his skill and practife make us perceave , hecis become wifer in his art. 
Asina confort of inffruments, one heares not feverally a Luteja Vyol, a Flute, ora paire of 
Virginalles, but a perfeét-full harmony : the aflembly and fruit of all chofe inftruments in 
one, Iftheir travels and charges have amended them, it is in the produétion of their under= 
ftanding to make it appeare. Ic fufficeth not tconumber the experiments; they ought to bee 
well poifed and orderly forted : and to extraét the reafons and conclufions they containe, 

they fhould be well difgefted and thorowly diftilled. There were never fo many Hiftorians. . 
Ic is ever good and profitable to hearethem: for out of che magazin of their memory, they 
ftore us with divers good inftructions and commendable documents. Verily a chiefe part, 
for the alliftance of our life. Buc now a dayes wee feekenotafter that, but rather whecher 
the Coileétors and reporters of them be praife worthy & direéting themfelves.] hate al mane 
ner of tyranny, both verball and effe€tuall.I willingly band and oppofe my felfe againft chefe 
vaine and frivolous circumftances, which by the fences delude our judgement; and holding 
my felfealoofe of from thefe extraordinary greatnefles » have found, that for themoft part, - 


they are but menas others be = 


Rarus enim ferme [enfies comusunis s tha 
Fortunas 

For common {enfe is feldome found 
In fortunes thatfo much abound. 


They are peradvancure eftecmed and difcerned leffe then they bee, forfomuch 
as they underrake more, and fo thew themfelves ; they anfwer not the charge 
they have taken. There muft neceffarily be more vigour and frrength in the bearer, then inthe bur- 
den: He whois not growne to his full ftrength, leaves you to gheffe, whether he haue any 
left him beyond that, or have beene tried to the urmoft of his power. He whofainteth ung 
der his burden, bewrayeth his meafure and the weakneffe of his fhoulders; Thats the rea- 
fon, why amongft the wifer fort,there are fo many foolifh and unapt minds feene, and more 
then of others. They might happily have beene made good husbandmen, thriving mer- 
chants, and plodding artificers, Their naturall vigour was cut out to this ‘proportion. Lear- 
ning is a matter of great confequence : they faint under it. Toenftalland diftribuce, fo rich 
and fo powerfull amatter, and availefully to employ the fame, their wit hath neither (uffi- 
cient Vigour, nor conduét enough to manage it. Ic hath no prevailing vertue but in a ftrong 
nature ; and they are very rare: and fuch as are but weake ( faith Sosrates ) corrupt and 
fpoilingly deface the dignity of Philofophy, in handling the fame. She feemeth faulty and 
unprofitable, being ill placed and unorderly difpofed. Loe howthey fpoyle and entangle 


themfelves. 


Humani qualis fimulator fimive oss, 

Q nem puer arridens, pretiofo famine feraes 

Velanit , nudafque nates aceergarelsquit, 

Ladibrinm menjis. 

Such counterfets as Apesare of mans face, 

Whom children {porting at, featly incafe 
In 
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In coaftly coates, but leave his backefide bare 
For men co laugh at, when they feafting are, 


To thofe likewife, who fway and command us,and haue the world intheir owne hands, tig 
no {ufficient to hauc acommon vnderftanding, andtobeableto doc, what we can cfic&, 
They are farre beneath us,if they be not much aboue vs. As they promife more, fo owe they 
more, And therefore (ilence is inthem,not onely 2 countenance of refpeé and grauitie, buc 
often of thrift and profit: ALegaby/is going to vifite Apetes in his worke-houle, ftoed ftill 
a good while without {peaking one word, and chen began to difcourfe ofhis workes, OF 
whom ke received this rude and nipping chcke:So loug as thou heldeft thy peace, byreafon of thy 
garih clothes, goodly chatnes and ftatel; pempe, thou feemedft to be fome worthy gahant: but now 
show baff fpoken, there 2s not the fimpleft boy of my fop, but {corneth and contensns thee, That great 
ftare of his, chofe rich habilliments, and goodly traine, did not permic him to be ignorance 
with a popular ignorance, and to {peake impertinently of painting. He fhouldhaue kepe 
mute, and concealed his externall and prefuming fufticiency.Vnto how many fond and fhale 
low minds, hath in my dayes,a fullen, cold and fitenr countenance, ferued as atitle of wife- 
dome and capacity? Dignitics,charges & places, are neceflarily giuen, more by fortune then 
by merit:and they are often to blame, that forir lay the blame on Kings, Contrariwife itis 
a wonder, that being fo unroward,they fhould therein have fo good lucke; Pritcipts eff virtus 
maxinsa, nolfe [uos. ( biefe vertne it ts kuowne, Iu Kings to know their owne. For Nature hath not 
given them fo perfedta fight, that it might extend it felfe and overlooke fo many people, to 
difcerne their pre-excellency ; and enter their breafts, where lodgeth the knowledge of our 
willand better worch, It is by conic€tures, ands it were groping they muft try us: by our. 
race, alliances, dependences, riches,learning, and the peoples voice: all over-weake argu- 
ments, LHe thar conld devife a meane, how men might be judged by law, chofen by rea(on, and ads 
wanced by defert, fhoula eftablifh aperfett forme of acommonwealth, Yea but hee hath broughe 
that great bufinef{e unto a good paife. It is to fayfomething: but not co fay fufficicnily. For, 
this {entence is juftly received, That conn/els onghe not tobe judged by the events. The Cartha- 
ginians were wonc to punifh che ill counfels oftheir Captaines, although corredted-by fome 
fortunate {ucceffe. And the Roman people hach often refufed triumphes to famous, fuc- 
cesfull,and moft profitable vitories, forfomuch as the Generals conduét, anfweared not his 
good fortune.It is commonly perceived by the worlds aétions, that fortune,to reach us,how 
farre hir power extendeth vnre all things ; & who taketh pleafureto abate our prefumption, 
having not bin able to make filly men wife,fhe hath made chem fortunate,in envy of vercues 
And commonly gives hir felfe to favour executions, when as their complot & devife is mect= 
lyhirs. Whence we dayly fee, that che fimplcft amongft us, compafle divers great and im- 
portant affaires,both publike and private.And as Sirannez. the Perfian Prince,an{weredthofe, 
who feemed to wonder how hisnegotiations fucceeded {o ill, his difcourfes being fo wife: 
That be was onely maifter of his difcour{es,bat fortune miftris of his affaires facceffe. Thefe may ane 
Swer the like ; bur with a contrary bias. Moft things of the warld arc made by themfelves, 


Fata viams inveniuat, 


Fates finde and know, which way to goe. ph En. 3. 
320" 


The iffue doth often authorize a fimple condué. Our interpoficion is in a manner nothin 
els but an experience, andmore commonly aconfideration of ufeand example then of rea- 
fon. And as one amazed atthe greatnetTe of fome bufinef{e,1 haue fometimes underftood b 
thofe who had atchieued them, both their motiues and addretles: wherein I hauefound but 
vulgar advifes:and the moft vulgar and ufed, are peradventure the fure(t and moft commo.. 
dious for the praétife, if not for the fhew, And what if the plaineft reafons are the beft feared: 
the meaneft, bafcft & moft beaten, are beft applied unto affaires 2? To maintaine the authority 
of our Kings countel!, it is not requifice, that prophane perfons fhould be partakers of it,and 
looke further into it,chen fromthe firft barre. To uphold it’s reputation, it fhould be reve- 
renced vpon credir,and at full.My confulration doth fomewhat roughly hew the matter,and 


by it’s firft thew, lightly confider she fame : the maine and chiefe peint of the werke, I am 
Worit to refigne to heauen. : oe 
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Permitte divi catera, 
How all the rew hall goe, 
Giveleaveto Gods to know. 


Hor.1.5.0d.9.9¢ 


Good and bad fortune , arein my conceit two foveraigne powers, Tis folly to thinke,that 
humane wifedome may aé the full part of forrune,And vaine is his enterprife,that’/prefumeth 
to embrace both caufes and confequences, and lead the progretfe of his faét by the hand, 
And above all, vaineft in military deliberations. There was never more circum{peétion and 
military wifedome,then is fometimes feene amongfts us: May it bechar man feareth to lefe 
himfelfe by the way, referving himfelfeto the cataftrophe of that play ? I fay moreover, that 
even our wifedome and con{ulcation for the moft part followeth the condué of hazard. My 
will and my difcourfe, is fometimes mooved by one ayre, and fometimes by another: and 
there be many of chefe motions, that are governed withoutme, My reafon hath daylyim- 
pulfions and cafuall agications : , 


Pir.Geot.4.20 Vertuntur Shectes animornm, Cc pellora mots 

Nunc alios, alios dum nubilaweutus agebat, 

Comiptunt, 

The thowes of mindes are chanp’d, and brefts conceave 

At one time motions, which anon they leave, 
And others take againe, As winds drive clouds amaine. 


Let but a man looke who arethe mightieft.in Cities and who thrive beft in theirbufineffe: . 
he fhall commonly find, they are che filieft and pooreft in wit, Ic hath hapnedto fimple wo- 
men, to weake children,and to mad men,to command grear ftates, as well as the moft fuffici- 
ent Princes. And the guliith or thallow-pated ( faith Thucidides ) doe more ordinarily come 
untothem, then the wifeft and fubtileft: We afcribe their good fortunes effeéts , unto their 
piudence, 


PlanPfi.attes. wi gif FARINA yirtN 5 oe 
fe te Ita praceliit: atg, extade  fapere illum omnes dicineus. 
Asmencheir tortune ute, fo they excell, 
And fo we fay, they are wife and doe well, 

Wherefore I fay well, that howfocver, events are but weeke ceftimonies of our worth and 
capacity.] was now upon this point,that we need but looke upon aman advanced to dignity; 
had we butthree daies before knowne himto bee of litrle orno worth at all: an image of 
greatnefle,and an Idea of fufficiency,doth infenfibly glide and creepe inco our opinions; and 
we perfwade our felves, that increafing in ftate, and credit, and followers, hee is alfo increa- 
fed inmerit. We judge of him, not according to his worth 5 but after the maner of cafting= 
counters, according tothe prerogative of hisranke, Burlet fortune curne her wheele,lec him 
againe decline and come down amongft the vulgar multitude ; every one with admiration 
enquireth of the caufe, and how he was raifed fo high.Good Lord isthat he? willfomefay, 
What ?knew heno'more ? hadheno other skill whenhe was fo aloft? Are Princes pleafed 
with folittle ? Now in good footh we were in very good hands, will others fay. Iisa thing 
my felfe have often {cenein my dayes, Yeathe yery maske of greatnetTe, or habit of Maje= 
fty, reprefentedin Tragedies, doth in fome fort couch and beguileus, The thing J adore in 
Kings, isthe throng of their adorators. Allinclination and fubmiffion is due unto them, ex- 
cept the mindes. My reafon is not framed to bend or ftoope: my knecs are. Adelanthius being 
demanded, what hethoughe of Diony/ias his tragedy, anfwered I have not feencit, fo much 
was it over-clouded with language.So should thofe fay,that judge of great mens difcourfes: I 
havenot underftood his difcourfe,{o was isoverdarkned with gravity,wich greatnes and with 
Majefty.. Antiffhenes one day perfwaded the Athenians, to command that their affes fhould 
as well be employed about the manuring of grounds, as weretheit horfes:who anfwered him 
that the aife was not bornefor fuch fervice : that’s allone(quoth he) there needs but your al- a 
lowancefor it: for the moft ignorant and incapable men youimploy abour the dire&ing of ae 
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your warres, leave not to become out of hand moft worthy,onely becaufe you employ chem. 
Whereupon dependsthe cuftome of {fo many men,who canonize the King,whom they have 
made amongft them,and ave not contented to honor him,unleffe they alfo adore him, Thofe 
of (Mexico, after the ceremonies of his confecration are finifhed, dareno more looke himin 
the face : but as if by his Royalty , they had deified him, they afterward deeme him to bee a 
God : amongft the oathes, they make him fweare to maintaine their Religion , to keepe theiv 
Lawes,to defend their liberties,to be valiant.juft and debonaire ; he is alfo fwornc to make the Sun 
march in his accuftomed light: in time of need to caufe the clouds fhowre downe their wax 


ters ;to enforce riversto runne in their right wonted chanels ; and compell the earth to pro- 
duce all necetJary :hings for his people, I differ from this common fafhion, and more diftruft 
fufficiency, when I {ceit accompanied with the greatnes of fortune,and applauded by popu- 
lar commendation. Wee fhould heedfully marke, of what confequence it is , fora manto 
fpeake in duc time, to choof¢ fit opportunity, to breake or change his difcourfe witha magi- 
ftrale authority : to defend himfelfe from others oppofitions , by anod or moving of the 
head , by a fimile, a fhrug or a Gilence , before an affembly , trembling with reverence and ree 
fpeét. A man of monftrous fortune, chancing to fhoote his boult,and give his opinion upon 
a frivolous {ubje&, which but jeftingly was toffed coo and fro at his table, began ever thus;he 
cannot choofe but be a lyer,or an ignorant affe, that will fay otherwife then, &c. Follow this 
Philofophicall point, out commeth a dagger, and there is fome mifchiefe, Loe here another 
advertifment ; from whence I reape good ufe : Which is, that in difputations and conferen- 
ces, all good {ceming words, ought not prefently co be allowed and accepted. Moft menare 
rich of a ftrange fufficiency. Some my chance to {peake a notable faying, to give a good an- 
{were, to ufe a witty fentence, and to prepound it, without knowing the foree of it. That 2 
man holdeth nor all he borroweth , may peradvencure be verified in my felfe. A man fhould 
not alwayes yeeld , what truth er goodnes foever it feemeth to centaine. A manmuft either 
combat the fame in good earneft, or draw back, under colour of net underftanding the mat. 
ter: tetry on all parts, how it is placed in it’sauthor.Ic may fortune,that we fhut our felvesup 
and further the ftroake, beyond its bearing. I have fometimes in neceflity and throng of the 
the combat, employed feme reviradoes or turnings, which beyend my intent, have prooved 
falfe offers. I but gave chem by tale,and they were received by waight. Even as when I con- 
tent with a vigourous man ; I pleafe my felfeto anticipate his conclufions : I eafe him the la 
bour to interpret himfelfe, I endevour to prevent his imperfeét and yer budding imaginati- 
on: the order ond pertinency of his underftanding forwarneth and menaccth a farre off: of 
thefe others I docleane comtrary;2 man muft underftand or prefuppofe nothing but by them. 
Ifthey judge in generall rermes:T bis ts good, that’s naught: and that they jump right; fee whe= 
theric be fortune, that jumpech for them. Leccthem a little circumferibe and reftraine their 
fentence whereforeit is, and which Way it is. Thefe univerfall judgements, I fee fo ordinari- 
ly fay nothing at all. They are men,that falute a whole multitude,in throng and troupe,Such 
as have erue knowledge of thefame, falute and marke it by name and particularly. But itisa 
hazardous enterprife, Whence Ihave oftner &daily feene,to bappen chat wits weakly grott- 
ded , intending to fhew themfelves ingenious , by obferving in the reading of fome work, 
the point of beauty : ftay their admiration with fo bad a choife, chat in lieu of teach ng usthe 
authors excellency, they fhew ustheir owneignorance. This maner of exclamation is {afe: 
Loe this ts very excellent: Surely this is very good, having heard a whole page of Virgi/. And 
that’s the thift whereby the fubrill fave rhemfelves, But to undertake to follow hin ‘by fhrugs 
and crinches, and with am expreffe feleéted judgement to gee abourto marke which waya 
good author furmountech himfelfe : pondring his words, his phrafes, his inventions,and his 
feverall vertues one after anothers Away, goe by : It ss. not for yon, Pidendum eff non modo, quid 
guild, loquatur, fed etiam quid guild, [entiat, ata, etiam qua de casa qui[G, fentiat. Man wont take 
beed not onsiy what he Speakes, but what he thinkes and al/o why he thsskes, I dayly hearetooles ut« 
terunfoolifh words. Speake they any good ching : lec us underftand whencethcy know it, 
how farrethey underftand and whereby they hold ir. Wee helpe chem roemploy this fine 
word and this goodiy reafon, which they potfeffe nor, and have but in keeping: they have 
happily produced the fame by chance and atrandom, our {elves bring it in credit and efteeme 
with them, You lend chem your hand: what ro doe? to konneyouno thankes, and thereby 


become more fimple, and more foolifh, Doe not fecond them: lecthem goc-on: they es 
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handle this matter as men affraid to bewray themf{clves, they dareneither change her feate 
or light, nor enter into it. Shake it never fo litele, it efcapeth them ; quit the fame how ftreng 
and goodly foever it be. They arc handfome weapons,but ill hafted, How often have I {eene 
the experience of it ? Now if you come to expound and confirme them,they take hold of you, 
and prefently fteale headvantage of your interpretation from you. Jt was that which Iwas 
about to [ay : It was juft my concest: If I have not (0 expreft st, it 1 but for want of Speech. Handy- 
dandy, what is this ? Malice it{felfe muft be employed to correét this fierce rudenelle. Hegefias 
his pofition, that a man muff neither hate nor accufe, but infiruét hath (ome reafon elfe where, 
But here, itis injuftice co aft, and inhumanity to raife him up againe, chat hath nothing to 
doe with it, and is thereby of leffer worth. I love to have them entangle and bemire them. 
felves more then they are, and if it be poflible,to wade fo deepe into the gulphe of error, that 
in the end they may recall and advife themfelves, Settt/oneffe and diftratlson of the fen(es, is no 
difeafe curable by atricke of advertifment. And we may fitly fay of this reparation, as Cyrws ane 
{wered one, who urged him to exhort his army in the nicke when the bartell fhould begin: 
That men are not made warlike and couragious inthe field, by an excellent oration; no more then one 
becommeth aready cunning Mufition, by hearing agood fong, They are prentifages that muft be 
learneda forehand, by long and conftant infticution, This care we owe to ours, and this affi- 
duity of correétion and inftruétion : but to preach to him that firft paffech by, orfway the 
ignorance or fondnefleofhim we meete next,isacuftome I cannot well away with, I fel. 
domeufeic, even in fuch difcourfes as are made to me; and I rather quit all, then come to 
thefe far-fercht and magiftrale inftru€tions. My humour is no more proper to {peake, then to 
write, namely for beginners. But in things commonly {poken, or amongft others, how falfe 
and abfurd foever I judge them, I nevet crofle or gibe them, neither by word nor figne.Fur- 
ther, nothing doth more fpight me in fottifhneiie then chat it pleafeth ic felfe more, then any 
reafon may juftly bee fatished. Jc isill lucke that wifedome forbids you to pleafe andcruft 
your felfe, and fends you alwayes away difcontented and fearefull whereas wilfulneffe and 
rafhneffe, fill cheir guefts with gratulation and affurance, Ic isfor the fimpleft and leaft able, 
tolooke at other men over their fhoulders, ever returning from the combat full of glory and 
gladneffe. And moft often alfo, this outrecuidance of {peech and cheerefulneffe of countt- 
nance, giveth themthe victory over the by-ftanders, who are commonly weake , and inca- 
pable to judge a right and difcernetrue advantage, Obftinacy and carnefineffe in opinion, ts the 
fuceft wryall of folly and felfe conceit. Is there any thing fo affured , fo refolute, fo difdainfull, fo 
contemplative, fo ferious and fo grave, as the Affe: May we not commixe withthe title of 
conference and communication , the fharpeand interrupted difcourfes, which mirth and fa- 
miliarity introduceth amongft friends, pleafanely dallying and wittily jefting one with ano- 
ther? An exercife, to which my naturall blichnefle makes mevery apt. And if it be not fo 
wire-drawne and ferious, as this other exercife Inow fpeake of, yet is it no le{Te fharpe or in- 
genious, no lef{e profitable , as it feemed to Lycurgts. For my regard I bring more liberty 
then wit unto it,and have therin more lucke then invention : but I am perfeét in fufferance 5 
for I endure the revenge, not onely fharpe but alfo indifcreete, without any alteration, And 
to any affaule givenme, if I have not prefently or ftoutly wherewith to Worke mine owne 
amends, I ammufe not my felfeto follow that ward or point, with a tedious and felfe-wil'd 
conteftation, enclining to pertinacy ; Iletit pafle, and hanging downe mine cares, remit my 
{elferoa better houre to right my felfe.A7ess not 4 marchant that ever gainer, Moft men change 
both voiceand countenance, wheremight faileth them: And by an importunate rage, in- 
ftead of avenging themfelves, they accufe their weaknefle and therewith bewray their impae 
cience, Inthis jolliry we now and then harpe upon fome fecret ftrings of our imperfeétions 5 
which fetled or confiderate we cannot touch without offence and we profitably cntereadver= 
tize our felves of our defeéts. There are other handy-fports indifcreete, fond and fharpe, juft 
after the French maner ; which I hate mortally: I havea tender and fenfible skinne: Jhavein 
my daijes feene ewo Princes of our Royall blood brought to their graves for it, Ie is anil 
feeming thing for men, in jeff to hitte, or in Sport to trike on another.In other matters, when J hall 
judge ofany body , Idemaund of him, how farre or how much heis contented with hime 
felfe : how farre his {peach or his worke pleafeth him. I will avoyd thefe goodly excults, 
L did it but injeft : : : 
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Ablatune wsedijs opus tf incudibwsifind, 
This worke away was broughr, 
Halfe hammered, halfe wroughr, 


Twas nos awbonre there : Ihave not feene him fince. Now] fays let us then leave thefe partes $ 
give meonechat may reprefent you whole and entire,by which it may pleafe youte be mea- 
fured by another, And then ; what finde you faireftin your owne worke? isit that or this 
part?che grace orthe matter, the invention, the judgement, or the learning? For I ordinarily 
perceive, that 4 man miffeth as much in judging of his owne worke, as of anothers,Not onely by the 
affeAion, he therein imployeth 5 but becaufe he Hath not fufficiencie to know, nor skill to 
diftingnith it. The worke of it’s owne power and fortune, may fecond the worke-man, and 
tranfport him beyond his invention and knowledge. As fer me, ] judge not the worth of a~ 
nothers worke more ob{curcly then of mine owne: and place my Effayes fometime lowe; 
fometimes high, very anconftantly and doubrfully. There are divers bookes profitable by 
reafon of their fubjeéts of which che author reapeth ne commendations atall : And good 
bookes, as alfo good workes, which make the workeman afhamed. I fhall write the manner 
of our bankets, and the fafhion of our garments,and I (hall write ic with an ill grace ¢ Ifhall 
publifh the Ediéts of my time,and the letters of Princes thae publikely paffe from hand to 
hand: thall make an abridgement of a good booke(and every abridgement of a good beoke; 
is a foole abridged ) which booke hall come co be loft, and fuch like things. Pofterity fhall 
reape fingular profit by {uch compofitions: buc 1, what honour except by my good fortune 2 
Many famous bookes are of chis condition. 

When I read Phitip de Commines, (now divers yeares fince)a right excellent author, I no- 
ted this {peech in him,as a faying not vulgar: Theta man foonld carefully take beed,bowbe do hes 
wafter fo gyeat or msuch fervice, that he thereby be bindred from finding bis due recompence fer it. 


I thould have commended the invention,but not him, After chat Ifound it in Tacitus ¢ Be- Corn, Tack; 
meficia co u[que lata [pnt.dum videntur exslvi pole, ubi multums antevencre progratia odium red- Aunal.leke 


astur. Benefits are fo long welcome, as wee thinke they maybe reqnited, but when they much ex 
ceede all power of recompence, bate is returned for thankes and g00d will, And Seneca very ftoutly, 
Nam quiputat effe turpe non reddere, non wult effe cuireddat, For he that thinkesit afoame not to 


require, could wifh, he were not whom he fhould requite, OQ .Cicere witha loofer byas: Qui femon Son.cpifi. 81. 
putat fatisfacere, amicws effe null modo poteft, He thas tbinkes be doth wet fatisfie, cam by no meaves °ictt®. 


bea fricnd, The fubie& according as itis, may make a man be judged learned, wife and me- 
morious:but to judge in him the parts meft his owne and beft worthy, together with the 
force and beautic of his minde; tis very requifice we knew firft whacishis owne, and what 
not:and in what is not his owne, what we are beholding tohim for, in confideration of his 
choife,difpofition,ornament, and language he hath thereunto furnifhed. What ifhe have 
borrowed the matterand empaircdthe forme ? as many times it commeth to pile. Wee 
others that have little praGtife with bookes,are troubled with this,chat when wee meet wrth 
any rare or quaintinvention ina new Poet,or forcible argument in a Preacher,we darenot 
yet commend them, untill we have taken inftru€tien of (ome wife man,whether chat part be 
their owne or another bodics, And untill then | ever ftand upon mine owne guard, I comé 
lately from reading over, (and that without any intermiflion) the ftory of Tacitas (amarter 
not ufuall with me;ic is now twenty yeares, I never {pent one whole houre together upon a 
booke)and I have now donc it, at the inftant requeft of a gentleman, whom France holdeth 
in high efteeme; as well for his owne worth and valour as fora conftant forme of fufficien- 
cie and goodnes,apparantly (eene in divers brethren of his. I knowno author, hac in a pube 
like regifter entermixeth fo many confiderations of manners, and particular inclinations, 
And I deemecleanecontrary, to what hee thinketh : who being efpecially to follow the 
dives of the Ensperoyrs of his time, fo divers and extreme in all manner of forme, fo many 
motable and great a€tions, whicli, namely their cruclty produced in their fabjeéts. he had 
@ more powerfull and arcraftive matter, ctodifcourfe and relace, then ifhee bad beencto 
fpeake or rear of batcels and univerfall agitations, So that J often find him barren, fleight- 
lierunning-over thofe glorious deaths, asif he feared co attediare and moleft us with their 
multitude and consinuance, This forme of hiftorie is much more profitable : Pubsike innova- 
sions , depend more ow the condn& of fortune : private on onrs. Icis rather a judgement, chen 
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a dedudtion ofan hiftory : therein are more precepts, then narrations 3 Icisnota booke te 
reade,but a volume to fiudy and tolearnesIt is (o fraught with fentences,that right or wrong 
they are hudled up: Icisafeminary of merall, and a magazine of pollitique difeourfes, for 
the provifion and ornament of thofe, thac pofleffe fome place in the managing of rhe worlds 
He ever pleadeth with folid and forcible reafons; after afharpe and witty fafhion : follow- 
ing affeéted and laboured ftile of his age: They fo much loved to raife and puffe themfelves 
up, that where they found neither (harpeneffe not fubtility in things, they would berrow it 
of wordes, Efe draweth fomewhat neareto Seneca writing. I deeme 7 acstus, more finnowy, 
Senecamore fharpe. His ferviceis more propertoa crazed troubled ftate, as is ours at this 

refents you would often fay,he pourtrayeth and toucheth usto the quicke. Such as doube 
of his faith, doe manyteftly accufe chemfelves to hate him for fomewhat elfe. His opinions 
be found, and enclining to the better fide of the Romane affaires. I amnevertheleffe fomes 
thing greeved,that he hath more bitterly judged of Pompey, then honck mens opinions, wk o 
lived and converfed with him, doe well allow. off : to have efteemed him altogether equall 
to Mariasand Silla, faving, that he was more clofe and fecret. His intention and canvafing 
for the government of affaires; hath not beene exempted ftom ambition, nor cleared from 
revenge : and his owne friends have feared, chat had he gotten the victory, it would have 
tranfported him beyond the limits of reafon 5 bur not untoan unbridled and raging mea= 
fure. Thereis nothing in his lite that hath chreatned us with fo manyfeft acruelty, andexs 
pre(ic tyranny. Yet muft not the fulpition be counterpoifed tothe evidence:So doe not 
I beleeue him. 

That his narrations are natural and right, might happily be argued by this : That they 
doe not alwaies exaétly apply themfelves to the conclifions of his judgement ; whichhee 
purfucch accerding to the courfe hehath taken, often beyond the marter he fheweth uss 
which he hath dained to ftoope unto with one onely glance. He needeth no excufe to have 
approoved the religion of his times,aecorcing to the lawes which commanded him, and 
beenc ignorant of therrue and perfeét worthip of God, That’s his ill fortune, not his defect. 
I have principally confidered his judgement, whereot I am not every where throughly ree 
folved, As namely thefe words contayned inthe letter, which Tibersus being ficke anda- 
ged, fentto the Senate, What foal I writeto you my mafters, or bow foall I writeto you, or whag 
frall Inot write to youim thefe times ? May she gods and goddeffes loofe me wor/e, then I dayly fecle 
my feife to perifh, if 1 can tel. Tcannot perceive why he fhould fo certainly apply them unto 
a ftinging remorfe,tormenting the confcience of Tsberins: At leaft when my felfe was in the fame 
plight, I faw it not. That hath likewifefeemed fomwhat demiffe and bafe unto me,that having 
faid, how he had exercifed acertaine honourable tragiftracy in Rome, hegoeth about co 
excufe him felfe, that it is nor for oftentation, he fpake it: This one tricke,namely in a minde 
of his quality, feemeth but bafe and courfe unto me : For, not ro dare {peake roundly of 
himfelfe, accufech fome want of courage : A conftant , refolute and high judgement, 
and which judgeth foundly and furely,every hand while ufeth his owne examples,as well as 
of any ftrangething s and witnefleth as freely of himfelfe as of athird perfon; A man muft 
overgoe thefe populare reafonsof civility, in favour of rruthand liberty. I dare not onely 
fpeake of my felfe : but fpeake alone of my felfe. I ftragle when write of any other mats 
rer, and digreffe from my fubjedt. I doe not fo difcreetly love my felfe, and am fotied and 
commixtto my felfe, as that I can net diftinguifh and confider my felfea part : as ancigh~ 
bour, asatree; itisan equall error, either nor to fee how farre a mans worth ftretcheth, or 
to fay more of itthen one feeth goodcaufe. Weowe more love to Ged, thento our felves, and 
know bins leffe, and yet we talke ovr fillof bins. If his writings relate any thing of his conditions 
he wasa notable man, upright and couragious, Bot with afuperftitious vertue, but Philofo» 
phicall and generous: Hemay be found over hardy in histeftimonies. As where heheld- 
cth,thar a fouldier carrying a burden of wood,his hands were fo ftifly benummed with cold 
thar they ftucke to his wood, and remained fo faft unto it,that as dead fleflythey were divie 
ded from his armes. In fuch eafes 7am wont royeeld unto the authority of fo great teftimo, 
nies. Where he allo faith thar Vepapan by the favour of the God Serapss; healed inthe cin 
tie of Alexandrsaa blinde woman,with the ribbing and anointing her eyes with fafting {per 
tle, andfome other miracles, whieh remember not wellnow,, he doth it by the example 
and devoire of all good hiftorians: They keepe aregifter of important events: among pub, 
like 


like accidents , are allfo popular reports and vulgar opinions. Jc.is their pate co relate com- 
mon conctits, but not to fway chem. This part belongeth to Divines and Philofophers, di- 
rectors of confciences. Therefore that companion of his, and as great a mans hee; jajd mot 
Wifaly : Equidems plaratranf{cribo quam credo: Nam nec affirmare faftines, de gnibus dubito » ee 
Susbducere qua accepi:1 write ont more then I beleeve: for neither caw I bide to affirms what I doubs of, 
mer to withdrawe what Ihave heard : Andthat other: Hee neque affirmare neque refellere oper i 
precinm eft : fame rernm ftandum eff. It 1s itot worth the tatke, or to avanch,er torefute thefe thin igs 
wee muft ffandte report. And writing in an age, whereinthe beliefeof prodigies began to 
decline, he faith, he would notwithitanding not omit toinfert in his Annals; and give foo- 
ting to aching received and allowed of fo many honeft men, and with fo great reverence b 
antiquity. Zt 1s very well faid : That they ycelde us the hiftory, more according as they re. 
ceave,then according as they efteeme it.J who am king of the matter / treat of, amd am not 
to give accompt of it to any creature living; doe neverchelelle not altogether beleeve my 
felfe for it: J often hazard upon certaine outflips of my minde, for which 7 diftru my felfes 
and certaine verball wilie-beguilies;whereat / fhake mine cares * but J lec themrunne at hab 
or nab ; J {ee fome honour them felves with fuch like things : T’is not for mealone to judge 
of them./ prefent my felfe ftanding and lying, before and behinde, on the right amd left fide 
and in all by natural! motions. Spirses alike in force, are net ever atike in application and taffe, Loe 
here what my memory doth in grofe, and yet very uncertainely prefent unto me of it. Je 
breefe,all judgments are weake, demiffe and imperfeét. 


Cuap. IX: 


Of V anitie. 


Hercis peradventure no vanity more manyfeft, then fo vainely to write of ic, Whar Di 
vinity hath fo divinely exprefledthereofunto us, ought of allinen of underftanding ca 
be diligently and continually meditated upon. Who feeth not, that J haveentred fo large 
a field,and undertaken fo high a pitch, wherein fo long as there is cicher Inkee or Paper inthe 
world,7 may unce(Tantly wander and fly without eneombrance ? Zcankeepeno regifter of 
my life by my actions: fortune placeth themtelowe : Fhouldthemof my fantafies. Yee 
have I feen 2 gentleman, who neuer communicated his life,but bythe operations of his belly 
you might have feene in his houfe, (et out for a fhow,a row of bafins for (eanen or cight dayes 
Te was all his ftudy, it wasallhistalke : Allother difcourfes were unfavorytohim. Thefe 
are fomewhat more civile, the excrements ofan ould {pirit, fometimes hard,fometimes lax 
ative; but ever indigefted. And when fhall Icome unto an end of reprefenring a continuall 
agitation or unceffant alteration ofmy thoughts, what fubjed foever they happen upon 
fince Diomsedes filled {ix thoufand bookes only with the fubjeét of Grammar? Whar is idle 
babling like to produce, fince che faltring and liberty of the tongue hach ftuft the world with 
fo horrible a roultitude of volumes? So many words onely for words, Oh Pyphagoras, why 
didtt not thou conjure this cempeft 2? One Galba of former ages, being: accufed tor living i 
dlie; anfwered,that ail men ought to give an account of their ations, bwt wor of their abiding. He 
Was deceiyed: for juftice hath alfo knowledge and animadverfion over {uch as gather ftub- 
blefas the common faying is Jor looke about fer gape-feed, But there ould be fome corretli- 
enappointed Ly the lawes, again[t fools[b and unprofitable writers, asthereis againft vagabonds and 
Loiterers : {o Should both my felfe anda hundred others of our people be banifhed. It isno 
mockerie : Scrsb/ing (eemeth to bea Symtbome or palfion of antrrégwlar and licentionsage. When 
writ we ever fo much 2s we have done fince our inteftine troubles?or whé filled che Romans 
fo many volumes, as in the times of cheirruine? Befides thats the refining of wits in a common 
wealth, doth feldome make thems the wijerschis idle working proceedeth of this thar all men doe 
over flowly give themfelves co che office of theirfunétion,and areeafily withdrawne from ic. 
The corruption of the timeswelivein, is Wrought by che particular contribution of every 
Zzuz one 
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one of us:fome conferre treafon untoit,fome injuftice,other (ome srreligion,tyranny, avarice 
and cruelty; according as they are more or letfe powerfull : the weaker fort, whereof Lams 
oneimparte foolifhneffe, vanity and idlene{feunto it, Irfeemeth co bee thefeafon of vaine 
things; whenthe domageable preffeus. Ja time, where to doc evill 1s common ; %0 doe nothing 
profitable, 1s3n a masner commendable, Onc thing comforts me,that I thall be of che laft, thac 
fhallbe attached : whilftchcy thall provide for the worfer {ort and the mofthurtfull, 1 (hall 
have leafare to amend my felfe: For, mee thinkes it would bee againft reafon bufily to in- 
Gt and purfue petty inconveniences, when great ones infect us. And che Phyfition Phrlots- 
mus, to one that offred his finger co drefle, by whofeface, leokeand breath he apparant.-. 
ly perceaved, that he had an impoftumcin his loonges; My friend(quoth he) Js ss new no fit 
time to bufie your felfe abont your nayles. Yet concerning this purpofe, [ {aw not many yeates 
(ince afriend of mine, whofe name and memory (for divers refpeéts,) I houldin fingular 
account,who inthe midft of our troublous mifchiefes: when, no more then at this ime, ele 
ther lawe, nor fuftice, not magiftrate was executed or did his office, publifhed certaine filly 
reformations,concerning the exceiie of apparell gluttony and dyct, and abufes committed a- 
mong petty -fogging lawiers.T hey be ammufings wherewith a people in a defperate taking 
is fed, chat (omen may fay they are not cleane forgotten. Even {o doethefe others, who 
mainely apply chem {elves to forbid certaine manners of fpeach, dances and vaine {ports,un« 
co a people wholy given overto all licenciouf{nefle and execrable vices. J+ # then no convenient 
rime for aman to walb and nerifie bimfelfe when he is affailed by violent fener. Ic onely belongs 
to Spartans,to tricke,to combe and wath themfelves at what time they are ready to caft cher 
{elves into {ome extreame hazard of life. As for for me,1 am fubje& co this ili cuftome,that if 
bur a purnp fit not handfomly upon my foot, J hall alfo negle& my thirt and my cloake : 
for I difdaine co correét my felfe by halfes: when J amin bed eftace , I fleth my felfe on evill 
and abandon my felfe through defpaire, andrunito downefall, and (as che faying is) caftche 
haft afterthehatcher. F grow obftinatein empairing; and efteeme my felfe no more worthy 
of my cares eyther all wellor all evill. Ic is a favour to me, that the defolation of our ftate 
doth furably meet with the defolation of my ape:] rather endure that my evills fhould there- 
by be farcharged, then if my goods had thereby beene troubled. The words I utter againf 
misfortune, are words of fpite. My courage infteed ofycelding, doth grow more obfti- 
nate; andcontrary to others,,-Ifinde my felfe more given to devotion , in profperous thea 
adver(e fortune + according to Xenopbons rule, if not according to his reafon, AndI rather 
looke on heaven with achearefull eye, tothanke it, then to begge any thing. Iam more 
carefull to encreafe my healch when it fmiles upon me, then to recover ic when Ihave loft ir. 
Profperities are to meas difcipline and inftruétion, as adverfities and crofies are to others. 
As if good fortune wereincompatible witha good conicience, men never become honeft 
but by adverfe and croffechances. Good fortune is to mea fingular motive unto modera- 
tion, and forcible {fpurre unto modefty. Prayers winneme, menaces reje&t me, favours ree 
lent me, feare imperverfeth me. Amongft humane conditions, this one is very common, 
chat we are rather pleafed with ftrange chings then with our owne:we love changes, affc& a's 
terations, and like innovations. ‘ 


Tpfa dues saeo nos grato perluit hanfiw, 

Quod persnutatis horarecurrit quis. 
Times therefore us refreth with welcome ayre, 
Becan(e their houres on chang’d horfe doe repayres 


And my fhareis herein. Such as follow the. other extremity, onelyto bee well pleafed 
with andinthemfelves 5 and felfe-coneeitedly ro over-efteeme what they pefleife above 
others : andacknowledgeno forme fayrer, thenthat they fee : if they bee not more advifed 
then we,they areindeed more happy. I envienot their wifedome, but grudge their good 
fortune : This greedy humour of new and unquenchable defire of unknowne things dooth 
much inereafe and nourifhinme a defire to travell: but divers other citcumftances conferre 
unto it, I am well pleafed ro negleét and fhake of che government of mine owne houfehold. 
Lis (ome pleafure to comusand,werest but a mole-bill, anda delight to be obaied, Butic is a pleafure 
evereui iforme and languifhing, Belides that ic is ever neceflarily intermixed with croublous 
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cares,and hart- wearing thoughts. Sometimes the indigence and oppreffi 
people;fometimes che contentions and quarels of your neighbours, and ot 
ulting and ufarpation over you,doth vexe,doth trouble and alia yous 


Aut verberate grandive vince, 

Fandu/que mendax,arbore nunc Aguas 

Culpante, nunc torrentia agros 

Sydera,nunc hyemes iuigquas. 

Or Vineyards beate and wet with haile and raine, 

Or grounds defrauding hope, while trees comphine; 
Sometime of waters, fomerime of thofe ftarres, 

That fcorch che fields,fometime of winters warres, 


And that God will hardly once in halfe a yeare fend yous feafon, that fall throughly pleafe 
your Bayly, and content your Receaver:and that if it be good for your vines, ic be aot hurt- 


full for your meddowes, 


Ant nimijstorret feruorsous atherius Sol, 

Aut (biti perimunt imbres,gelidaque pruing 
Flabraque Uentorum violento tarbing vexent. 

Or with exceflive heate heavens Sunne doth toaft, 
Or fodaine ftormes do kill,and chilling freft, 

Or violent whirlewind blafts doe vexe the coaft, 


As that new and well-thspen fhoe of chat man of former ages, whieh hurts and wrings 
your foote.: and chat a ftranger knowes not whar it coftes you, and whar you contribure to 
maintaine the fhow of chat order, which is feenc.in yourhoufholde : and which peraduen- 
ture you purchale attoo high arate. Ic was very late before J berooke my felfe co husbari- 
dric. Thofe whom nature caufed to be borne before ree, hauelong time ridde me of that 
carefull burthen : I had already taken another habite more furable co my complexion. Ne- 
vertheleile by that I haue obferved therein, I finde ic to be rather a troublefome, then a hard 
occupation. Whofoever is capable of any other ching, may eafily difcharge that, If Zwould 
fecke to grow rich ; that way would feeme ouer-long and tediodstomee : J would chen 
have ferved our kings, a trade more berieficiall hen all others; fince / pretend bur roger the 
reputation, that as I have gorten nothing, fo have J nat wafted any thing ; futableto the reft 
of my life ; as unfit co affeét any good, as improper to worke any evill of confequence 3 and 
that J oncly fecke to weare out my life, J may (God bee thanked) doe it without any great 
attention: if the wort come to paffe, before pouerty affaile you, feeke by preuention to 
cat of your charges, and by husbanding your expences keepe aforchand with i 3 tharis ie 
# truftunto, and hope to reformemy {elfe before it come neare or enforce metait. As fot 
other matters, Zhave foreftalled many degrees and eftablithed (unary wayes in my minde, 
to live and rubbe out with leffe chen Zhave. I fay to live with comtentment, “Nov-ef 
tione cexfus, verum villu atque cultn, terminatur pecunic modus. The wmeafure of moury is Ly 
mited not by the cftimate of wealth or place, but by the manner of tiwsng and other furnitare, My 
very neede doth not fo precifely poffetfe my whole eftace, but that without touching tothe 
quick or empairing the maine, fortune /hall finde fomething to play upon, or take hald of 
My very prefence as ignorant and grim asit is, affordeth much helpe to my houfhould af- 
faires : Japply my felfe thereunto but fomewhat difpightfully = confidering the mahner 
of my houfe, whieh is , that feverally co burne my candleat one end, cheotheris thereby 
nothing {pared. Travels donotmuch hurt me, were it not for the charges,which are exeec~ 
ding great and beyond my ability: having everbecneaccuftomed to journey nor only with 
nec flary,but alfo decent equipage:and that’s thereafon Zmake but fhort journeis and travel 
nor to often : wherein | imploy butthe fcammeand what I can well {pares temporifing and 
d iffering,according asitcommeth more or leife. Iswidnoz havethepleafure of my wandring to 
corrupt, the delight of my retiring, Concrary-wifemy intent is, thatthey nourifhand fauorone 
another, Fortune hath fteaded me inchis,that fincemy chiefeft profefliion in this life, was to 
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line delicately and quictly,and rather negligently then ferioufly, ic hath depriued me of need 
to hoard up riches,to prouide for the multitude of my heires. For one, if chat be net fuffici- 
ent for him, wherewith I haue liued fo plentioufly, at his owne perill be it. His indiferecion 
fhall not deferuc,chac ] with him more. end enery mas (according tothe example of Phocs- 
on }promideth fufficiently for bis children, that pronideth they be not unlske to bins. \fhould by no 
meanes be of Crates his mmind,or commend his proceeding. He left his mony with a banquier 
uponthis condition : That if his children were fooles he fhould deliver it them: but proo- 
uing wife and able to fhite for themfelucs, he fhould diftribute the fame amongft the greatcft 
fooles. Asif fooles being leaft capablete make fhift without it, were more capable to uferi- 
ches,So it is,that the hurt proceeding from my abfefice, doth nor (in mine opinion) deferue, 
fo long as [ hall haue meanesto beareit, Ifhould refufe to accept the oceafions that offer 
themfelues,to diftraét mec fromrhis toylefome affiftance. There is euer fome peece out of 
{quare. Sometimes the bufincfle of one heufe, and other times che affaires of another, doe 
hurry you. You pry too ncare into all things: herein, as welt as elfewhere, your perfpicuity 
doth harms you, I fteale from fuch oeceafions as may mouc me to anger ; and remooue from 
the knowledge of things, that thriue not: yet can I not fo ufe the matter, but ftill tumble 
(being at home ) upon fomeinconvenience, whieh difpleafeth me. And flight knaveries,thae 
are moft hidden from meeare thofe I am beft acquainted with, Somethereare, whichto 
avoydafurther mifehiefe, aman mufthelpe to conceale himfelfe : vaine prickings (vaine 
fometimes) butyeteverprickings. The leaft and fleighteft hindrances , arerhe fharpeft. 
And as she fmalleft letters burt our eyes weft, fothe leaft affaires grieve as moft : A multitude of 
flender euils offendeth more, then the violence of onc alone, how great foeuer, Euen as ore 
dinary thornes being (mall and fharpe pricke us more tharpely and fans threatning, ifona 
fudden we hit upon them.] am ne Philofopher : Euils oppreife me according as they waigh; 
and waigh according to theirforme,as wel as according to the matter,and often more. haue 
more infight in them,then the vulgar fort;and fo haue I more patience, To conclude, if chey 
hurt me nor,they lie heauie upon me. Life is a tender thing,and eafic to be diftempered.Since 
Seniap-icr yf. Ubegan to grew towards peevith age,and by confequence toward frowardnes, semo enim re- 
si Jiftit {abi cnmn ceperst sempelis; For no man ftayes bimfelfe when he ss fee on going. What everfond 

caufe hath brought me toit; I prougke che humour that way: which afterward by his ewne 
motion is foftred and exafperaced, attraéting and heaping up one matter upon another, to 
feede it felfe withall, wie ; : 

- Stilicids; cafus lapiders canat. 

By often falling on, 
Even water breakes a ftone, 


Thefe ordinary diftilling drops confume and ulcerate me, Ordinary incenueniences are nec 
ver light, They are continuall and irreparable, if hey eontinually and infeperatly ary{e from 
the members of husbandry. When I confider my affaires a farre off, and in gtolfe, I finde, 
be it becaufe I hau no exa&t memory of them, that hitherto they hauethrived beyond my 
reafons and expeétation. Me thinks / draw more from chem,then there is in them:their good 
fucceffe becraicth me. But am I waded into the bufineffe? See I all chefe parcels march ? 


Tims vere in curas anima deduciwsus omnes, 
Ving. Atml.§. Then we our minde divide, 
720s To cares on cuery fide, 


A thonfand things therein give me caufe to defire and feare. Wholy to forfake chemis very 
eafie ynto me;without royling and vexation alcogether to apply my felfe unto them, is moft 
hard, Ic isa pittyfull thing, to be ina place, where wharfoeuet you fecdoeth fet you a works 
and concerne you.And methinkes, I enioy more blithly and tafte more cheifcly the plea- 
fures of a ftranger houfe,then of mine owne: and both my minde and tafte runne more freely 
and purely on them, Diogenesanfwered according tomy humor,when being demanded what 
kinde of Wine he liked beft : e4mother mans, {aid he,My father delighted to build at CAZene 
taigne where he was borne:& in al this policy of domeftick affaires,! love to make vie of his 
examples and rules; unto which! will as much as poflibly J can tic my fucceflors. Could } 
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doe better for him, I would performeic. I glory his will is at this day pra@tiled b 
doth yet workeinme. God vorbid I tuacldene fuffer any image of life to pevitanlles ire 
hands, that J may yeeld unto fo good and fo kinde a father. If I have undertaken to finith 
any old peece of wall , or repare any building either imperfeét or decaied = it hath certairil 
beene,becaufe I had rather a refpect to his intention, then aregard to my contentment. A nd 
Iblame my negligence orlichernei{e, that have not continued to perfe&t the foundations 
he héd laid, or beginnings he had left in his houfe : byfo muchthe more becaufet am in 
great likelihoodto be the iaft potTeffor of it, namely of my race,and fer the laft hand untoit. 
For, conceming my particular applicacion,neither the pleafure of building, which is {aid to 
be fo bewitching,nor hunting,nor hawking,nor gardens,nor fuch other delights of a retired 
life,can much embuli¢ or greatly ammufe me.I isa thing for which Z hate my felfe, as of all 
other opinions, that are incommodiouste me, Jcare notfomuchto have them Vigorous 
and learned,as / labour to haue them eafie and commodiousunto life, They are indeed (uf. 
ficiently crue and found, if they be profitable and pleafing. Thofe, who hearing mee relacé 
mine owne infufficiencie in matters pertaining to husbandry or thrift, are ftill whifpering in 
mine €arcs, thatitis butakinde of difdaine, and that Jnegleé to know the implements or 
rooles belonging to husbandry or tillage, their feafons and orders, how my wines are made 
how they graft, and underftand or know the names and formes of hearbes, of fimples of 
fruics,and what belongs to che drefling of meats wherewith Jliue and whereon J feede j thie 
names and prices of fuch ftuffes 7 cloath my felfe withall, oncly becaufe J doe more ferioufly 
take co heart {ome higher knowledge;bring me in a manner todeaths doore. That is mecre 
fortifhnetfe;and rather brutifhnefl¢ then glory::Z would rather be a cunning horfeman, then 
a good logician. 


Q win tn aliquid falsems porine quorum indiget wfis; 
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Why rather wich foft wings make you not {peed, 
To worke-up fomething, whereof there is need 2 


Wee hinder our thoughts from the getierall arid maine point; arid from the caufes and unic 
verfall conduéts : which are very well directed without us, and omit our owne bufineffe: 
and Michael, who concernes us neerer then man. Now / moft commonly ftay at home,bue 
J would pleafe my felfe better there, chen any where elfe. = 


Sit mea fedes vtinam fene#2, 
Sit modus laffo maris, & viarnms, 
Militteque. 


Some repaire and reft co mine oldage Icrave; a 


Journying ailing with a weary warring, 
O let an end have, 


J wot not whether Z fhall come to an end of it. Zwould chat in lieu of fome other part of hig 
fucceflion, my father hadréfigned that paflionate louc and deare affection, which in his 
aged yeeres he bare unto his houfhold husbandry.He was very fortunate, in conforming his 
defires unto his forrune,& knew how to be pleafed with what he had.Politike Philofophy 
may howitlift accufe the bafenetfe and blame the fterilitic of my occupation, if as he did, Z 
may but once finde the tafte of it,/ am of this opinion, that the howorable/t vacation, is to ferne 
the Common-wealth and be profitable ro msany. Frm ise enim sNgens} CP Wirtutts owni(g, praftantia, 


0.6.65 


BRI MAXIMS ACCSpItNY, quin st proxinsnns quemZg, , confertur, For then is moft frustreaped, both Cistr. Amics 


of ourwit nd vertne, andall other excehencic, when st 1s beffowsd wpon onr meighbowrs, As forme, 
7 depart from it: partly for confcience fake: (for whence Jdifcern the waighe,concerning fuch 
vacations, /alfo difcouerthe flender meanes / haucto fupply chem withall : And Platea 
mafter workeman in all politike gouernment, omitted not toabftaine fromrhem) parcly 
for lichernetfe. Zam well pleafed to enjoy the world, wirheut croubling or prefling my 
felfe with ic + toliuea life, onely excufable = and which may neither bee burthenfome 
tomge, nortoanyother, Neuer did man goe more plainly and carelefly co worke in 
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the cate and government of athird man, then 1 would , 

One of my wifhes at chis inftant, fhould be to finde a fonne 

allure and difcreetly beguile my old yeeres, and lull chem afleepe: into whofe handsI might 
defpofe,and in all foveraignry refigne the conduét and managing of my goods:that he mighe 
difpofe of them as I doe, and gainc upon them what I gaines alwaies provided he would but 
carry atruly-thankfull and friendly minde. But what? we live ina world, where the loyalty 
of our owne children is not knowen. Whofoever hath the chatge of my purfe when 1 travel, 
hath it freely and without controll : as well might he decive mein keeping of reckonings. 
And ifhe be not a Divell,/bind him to deale well and honeftly,by my carele(fe confidence; 
Multifaliere docuerunt, dum timent falli, & alijs ins peccands Sufpscando fecerunt. Dany have 
taught others to decesve, while them{elves feare to be deceived, and have given them juft caufe to 
offend by /ufpetting them unjuftty. Themoft ordinary affurance | cake of my people, isakinde 
of difacknowledge or negicét:J never prefume vices,but after J have feenethem : andtruft 
more yoongmen, fuch as Jimagine to be leaft debaufhed and corrupted by ill examples. I 
had rather heare at two months end, that Ihave {pent foure hundred crownes, then every 
night when J fhouldjgoe to my quiet bed, have mine ares tired and my minde vexed with 
three, five,or feven. Yet in this kinde of ftealing, have 7 hadaslittle ftoluc from mee as any 
other; True it is, [lenda helping hand roignorance. J wittingly entertaine a kinde of trotte 
bled and uncertaine knowledge of my money:untill itcome to a cettaine meafure 7 amcon- 
cent co doubt of it. Z¢is net amifle if you allow your boy or fervant fome fmall {cope for his 
difloyaltyand indifcretion.Jf in groffe we have fufficiently left co bring our matters to paile, 
this exceffe of fortunes-liberalitie, ler us fomewhat more.fuffer it to ftand to her mercie, Jcis 
the gleaners fee, Afterall, Iefteemenot fo much my peoples fideliy, as I difefteeme their 
injuric.Oh bafe and abfurd ftudy, for amano ftudy his money, and pleafehimfelfe with 
handling and counting the {ame;for that’s the way whercby coverouineife maketh her ap- 
proches,Since eighteene yeeres,that Z have hadthe full difpofing of my goods in mine owne 
hands,I could never yet be brought to overlooke, neither titles nor bookes, no not fo much 
as the principal affaires, that fhould neceffarily patfe chorow my knowledge and care. 

It is no Philofophicall contempt, tonegleé. worldly and tranfitorie things: my tafte is 
not fo exquifitely nicesfor J valuethem according to their worth at leaftibut truly it is an in- 
excufable flothfulneife and childifh negligence. What would I notrather doe, then readea 
contrat? And more willingly,as a flavero my bufineffe, wich carke to oyerelooke, and care 
to furvay acompany of old-dufty bookes , and plod upon mufty writings 2 and which is 
worfe, other mens, aso many doe daily for money ? J have nothing fo deare as care and 
paine : and I only endeavour to become careletfe and retchleffe, 7had,in mine opinion, been 
ficcer (if ic might be)ro live by others fortune, without bounden duty or bondage.» And yer 
J wot not (che macter being thorowly fifted) whether according to my humour and fortune, 
what J muft endure with my affaires,and pocket up at my fervants and familiars bands,hath 
not more abje@ion, importunitie and fharpeneffe, then the following of another man fhould 
have, betrer borne then my felfe, and who fhould give me fomewhat at mine cafe. Servitus 
obedientia off fratti animss ch abjetis, arbitrio carentis{uo: Service is an obedsence of an abject bro. 
ken heart, that cannot di[po/e ofst felfe. Crates did worfe, who voluntarily caft himfelte into 
liberties of povertie, only co ridd himfelfe of the inconveniences,indignities and cares of his 
houfe. Which Zwould not doe, hate pouertie as much asgriefes yet could J finde in my 
heart to change this manner of lifewith another leffe glorious and not {0 troublefome.Bee 
ing abfent, I difchrge my felfe of all fuch carefull choughts, and fhould leffe feele the ruinous 
downe- fall of a Towne,then being prefent,the fall of a Tile. Alone my minde is eafily freed 
but in company it indureth as muchas a Plough-mans. My horfe uncurb'd, his reines mif= 
placed,or a ftirrupor a ftrap hitting againft my legge, willkeepeme in a checkea whole day 
long, ] rouzt my courage fufficiently againft inconvenience; mine cies I cannot. 


Senfws ofupersfenfus ! : yen 
At -home Iam everantwerable for whatfoever is amiffe. Few mafters(I{peake of meane con- 
dition, as mine is ; whereof if any be, they are the more happic) canfo fully rely upoma fes. 
cond,but ftilla good part of the burden fhalllie upon them. That doth peradventure take 
fomething from my fafhion, in entertaining of guefts or new commers ; and happily ie: 
ne ibe cene 
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beene able to tay fome, more by my kitchin, then by my behavour or grace: as doe the 
peevith and fancafticall;and I greatly diminifh the pleafure I thould cake in my houfe, by the 
Viliations and meetings of my friends. No countenance is fo foolifhy or fo ill be(eeming a 
gentleman in his owne houfe, as to fee him vexed or troubled about his houthold or domes 
fticke affaires > to fee him whifper one of his fervants in theeare, and threacen another with 
his leoke, It fhould infenfibly glide-on , and reprefenc an ordinary courle. And Tutrerly 
difllike, chat a man fhould entertaine his gueft with either excufing, or boafting of the enter. 
tainment he affoordeth th em.! love order and cleanlincile, 


ce cantharus & laux, 


Oftendunt mibi me. 6 1.f> 


My difh,my drinking kanne; 
Shew me what kindeof mang 


well nigh as much as plentie:In mine owne houfe I exaétly looke unto neceflitie, little unto 
ftate,and le(fe unto ornament. If your neighhours fervant be fighting with his ¢ompanior,, 
if a difh be overthrowen,you but laugh ac it, you fleepe quietly whilft Sir fuch aoneis bufie 
cafting up of accounts, and over-feeing his ftocke with his fteward, and all about your pro- 
vifion forto morrow, I fpeake according to mine opinion : omitting notin generall ro 
thinke, how pleafing an ammufement it is to certaine natures, to {ee a quiet and profperous 
houfhold, direéted by a formall and guided bya regular order. But not intending to faften 
mine owne crrours and inconveniences to the matter: Nor to gaine-fay P/ato, who deemeth 
that che happieft occupation any man can follow, is, to apply himfelfe co his ewne private 
bufineffe, without injuftice. When I journey, Ihave nothing to carefor but my {elfe, and 
how my money is laid out, which is difpofed with one oncly precept. Over-many parts are 
required in hoarding and gathering of goods:I have noskill inic. In fpending, Ihave fome 
knowledge,and howto give my expences day : which indeed is it’s principall nfe. But Jat- 
tend it over ambitioufly, which makes ic both unequafl and deformed: and befides chac im- 
moderate in one andother vfage. Ific appeareand makea good thew, ifit ferve cheturne, 
Tindifcreetly goe after it : and asindifcreetly reftraine my felfe, \ifit thineor {mile nor upon 
mee. Whatfoever ic bee, either Arc or nature, chat imprines this condition of life inro us, by 
relation to others, it doth us much more hurt then good, In going abourto frame apparan- 
ces according to the commen opinion, wee defraud our felves of our owne profits. Wee care 
not fo much, what our ftate, or how our being is in us, and in effect, as wee doc how and 

what itis, in the publike knowledge of others. Even the goods of the minde, and wifedome 

it felfe,feeme fruicleffe uncous, if onely enjoyed by us: except it be fer forth cethe open view 

and approbation of ftrangers.. There are fome, whofe gold runnes by ftreames in piaces un- 

der ground, and that imperceptible:others extend the famein platesand leavés 3 Sotharte 
fome,pence are worth crownes, to othersthe contrary: the world judging the employment 

and value,according to the outward fhew. All over-nice care and curious heed abour riches, 

hath atouch or atafteof avarice. Even their difpanding and over regular and artificial li- 

beralities are not worth a warieheed taking, and countervaile nota painefull diligence, 

Who {o will make his expence even and juftsmakes ic ftri& and forced : either clofe-keeping 

or employing of money, are in themfelvesthings indifferent, andadmic nocolour of good 

or evill,but according to the application of our will. The oher caufe that drawes me to thefe 

Journeyesor Vagaries, is thediffent or difparitie in the prefent manners of our ftate, J 

eould cafily comfort my felfe with this corruption, in regard of the publike ineerefty 


————— pejoraque feculaferri, 
Temporibus,quornm (celerineninvenit spa 23. 
Nomen, & anuilo pofuit natura metallo, 

Times worfe chen times of Iron, for whofe bad frame 
And wickedneffe even nature findes no name, 
Nor hath from any metall fer che fame, 
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But not for mine owne:] am in particular over: pretfed by it. For round about where I dwell 
we are, by the over-long licentioufnefle of our inteftine civil] warres, almoft growen old, im 
{o licentious and riotous a forme of ftate, 


Qusppe ubi fas verfams atque nefas, 
As where of good and bad, 


There is no difference hadi 


That in good truth, it were a wonder, if it fhould continue and maintaine it felfe. 


Armati terram exercent » femperquerecentes 
Convetlareiuvat pradas, vivere rapte, 
They armed plow the land,and joy to drive, 
And draw new booties, and on rapine live, 


To conclude, (ce by our example,that the focietie of men doth hold and is fewed together; 
at what rate foever it be:where ever they be placed,ia mooving and clofing hey are ranged 
and ftowed together ; as uneven and rugged Dodies, that orderlefle are hudled in fome clofe 
place, <fthemfelves findethe way to be united and joyned together one with another ‘end 
many times beccer,then Art could have difpofed them. King Philip affembled a rabble of the 
soft leaud,reprobate and incorrigible men he could finde out,all which he placed in a Citic, 
which of purpefe he had caufed to be built forthem, of whomit barethe name, I imagine, 
that even of their vices, they ereéted a politike contexture amongft themfelves, and acom- 
modious and juftfocietic. J feenetoneaction, orthree,or a hundred, burt even divers mans 
ners,admiteed and commonly ufed : fo extravagant (namely in difloyalty) sndfobarbarous 
in inhumanitie, which in my conceit, arethe worft and moft execrable kinde of vices, that I 
have not-the heart fo much as toconceive them without horrour: All which! ina manner 
admire as much as I deteft. Theexercife of thefe egregious villanies, beareth a brand of vie 
our and hardineffe of minde, asmuch as of error and irregular confulion, Neceffitie compos 
Seth, and affensbleth wen togesher, This cafuall combining is afterward framed incolawes, For, 
there have beenefome as barbaroufly.{avage as humane opinion could poffible produce, 
which notwithftanding have kepe chcir bodies in as good health and ftate, in long life,as 
thofe of Plate or Arsftorle could doe, And te fay true, all chefe defcriptions of policie, fained 
by Art and fuppofition,are found ridiculous and foolifh,to bee put in practife. Thefe great 
and long continuing alcercations, about the beft forme of focietie, andmoft commodious 
rules co unite us together, are altercations onely proper for the exercife of our wit: Asin arts, 
divers fubjeéts are found, that have no effence but in agitation & difputing, without which 
they have no life at ail.Such an /dea of policie, or pifture’of government,werc to be eftablie 
fhedin anew world;but we take a worldalready made and formed ro certaine cuftomes: wee 
engender not the fame as Pyrréa,nor beget it as Cadmsns. By what meanes foever we havethe 
privilege to re-ereét and range the fame anew,we can very hardly wreft it from the accufto- 
med habit and fold it hath taken, except we breakeall. So/on being demanded, whether hee 
had eftablifhee the beft lawes he could forthe Athenians: anfwered, yea of thofethey would 
have received: with fuch a fhife doth Varro excufe himfelfe ; faying, thecifhe were newly to 
beginneto write of religion she would plainly tell what his beleefe were of it: Butbeing al- 
readic reccived,he will fpeake more of it according to cuftome,then ro nature, Not to fpeake 
by opinion, but confonant to truth,the moft excellent and beft policie,for any nation toob= 
ferve, is thac under which it hath maintained it felfe,Zc’s forrae and c{Tentiall commoditie 
doth much depend of cuftome. We are cafily difpleafed with the prefent condition: yet doe 
hold that to wih the government of few, in a populareftate : or in a Monarchi¢, another 
kind of policie, it is a manifeft vice and meerefollies 


Ayme f cftat tel que tule nots eftre, 

S'sheft royal, ayme Ls royaute, 

Sil off de pen, on bien communante, 

Agmel anffi car Dient'y afaik naifire. i 
ve 
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Love thou the ftate, as thou feck iccto be, 
If tt be Regal), love the royall race, 

If of a few, or Common-weale, embrace 
Ic as it is, borne there Ged pointed thee, 


So was the good Lord of Pibrac wontto {peake of it, whom we have lately lofts aman of (o 
quaine and rare wit, of fofound judgement,and of fo milde and affable behaviour, The une 
timely lofTe of whom, with that of the Lord of Feix,both fatally happning co us at one time, 
are{urely loffes of great corfequence unto oar crowne. 1 wornot well, whether France, a- 
mong(t all che men it hath left, is able to affoord us two {uch other G 
ther in fincerity and woerth,or in {ufficiencie and judgement, for che counfell of our Kings 
march thefetwo Galcoynes. They were two mindes diverfly faire, and verily, if we refpc& 
the corrupted age wherein we live,both rare and glorioufly -fhining every one in her forme, 
But alas, what deftiny had placed them on the Theacer of this age, fo diflonant and different 
in proportion from our deplorable corruption, and {fo farre from agreeing with ourtumul: 
tuous ftormes 2 Nothing doth fo necrely touch and fo much overlay an eftate; as innevati- 
On + Onety change doth give forme to injufticeand [cope to tyranny. If fome one peece be out of 
{quare, it may be underpropt : one may oppofe him'elfe againft that, which the aleeration 
incident; and cortuption,naturall to all things,doth not coo much clonge and drawus from 
our beginnings and grounded principles: Buttoundertaketore-ereét and found againe fe 
huge a ma(Te,and change or remoove the foundations of fo vata frame, belongech onely to 
them,who inftead of purging, deface andini licw of cleanfing, {crape our: thac will amend 
particular faules by an univerfall confafion, and cure difeates by death : Now rams commutans 
darsm quam evertendarum rerum cupias. Not /o defirons to have things altered , as overthrowen 
The world is fondly unapt co cure it felfe: So impatient with that which vexeth or gricveth 
it,tharic only aimeth co ridd it {elfe of it, never tegarding at whatrate. Wee fee by a thou- 
fand examples,thac it doth ordinarily cure it felfe ar it’s Owneé charges : Tobe freedfroma 
prefent evill, ts no perfect cures except there bea general atendment of condition. The end of a 
skilful Chirurgion,is not to mortifie the bad ficth, icis but the beginning and addrefii ng of 
his curezhe airneth further, thar is, to make the narurall to gtow againe, ard reduce the pare 
tic to his due being and quality,;Who ever propofeth onely toremcove what gnawech him 
fhall be to feeke:tor good dooth not neceffarsly fucceed evil: another, yeaa worfe.cvill may (uc~ 
ceed it. As it hapned unto Ce/ars murderers, who broug he che common- wealth to fo diftect 
full a plunge. that they repented themfelvesthey ever medied with thefame. The like hack 
fincefortuned te divers, yea in our daies. The French that live in my times, know very well 
what to{peake of fuch matters. 4/ violent changes and great alterations, dsforder, diftemper and 
Shake a fiate very much. He that thould tightly refpeét a found recovery or abfolure cure. and 
before all other things thorowly confult about itymight happily grow flacke in the bufineife 
and beware how he fet his hand unto it,Pacuvins Calavins correéted the vice of this manner 
of proceeding by a notable example.Hisfellow Citizens had mutined againft their magi- 
ftrares, He being a man of eminenr authority in the cittie of Capua,tound one day the meanes 
to fhuc up the Senate in the Guildhall or Palace,then calling che people together in the mar- 
ker placestold them, Thar the day was now come, wherein with full and unrefifted lib ry, 
they might take vengeance of the tyrants, that hadio long and {o many waves opprefled 
them,all which he had now at his mercy,alone and unarmed. His opinion was, that orderly 
by lors, they thould be drawne ont one after another : which done they might particularly 
difpofe of every one:and whatfoever fhould he decreed of them, fhould immediately be ex: 
€cuted upon the place ; provided they fhould therewirhall prefently advife and refolve to 
HOminare and eftablith fome honeit and undeceéed man, to fapply theroome of rhe con« 
cemined , left their cittie fhould remaine void of duc officers. To which they granced, 
and heard no {ooner the name of a Senatour read, but aloud exclamation of a general 
difcontent was raifed againft him: which Pacnvsus perceiving, he requefted filence , and 
thus befpake chem. My country-men, Ifec very well, that man suuftbecut off, heeisa 
pernicious and wicked member; but let us have another found good man in bis place ¢ 
and whom would yon name for that purpofe? This unexpeétded {peech bred a diftraéted 


filence ; cach one finding himfelfe to fecke and much confounded in thie choifcs Yet one, 


who 


entlemen, as may ei- 
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The hind Bake. 
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qho was the boldeft impudent amongft them, nominated ene whomhe thought ficreft g 
who wasno fooner heard, buta generall confent of voices , louder then thefirft, followed, 
all refufing him: as one taxed with ahundred imperfeétions, lawfull caufes and juft objeati« 
ons, ocellly to reje€thim. Thefe contradiéting humours growing more violent and hot , 
every one following his private grudge or affcftion, there enfueda farre greater confufion 
and hurly-burly in drawing of the fecond and thirdSenatour, and in naming and choofing 
their fucce{fours,about which they ceuld never agree. As much diforder and more confus 
(jon about the ele&tion, as mutuall confent and agreement about the demiflion and difpla- 
cing. About which tumultuous trouble , when they hadlong and tono end laboured and 
wearied themfelves, they began fome here, fome there, to fcatter and fteale away from the 
affemblie : every one with this refolution in hisminde , that the oldeft and beft knowen evil, i 
ever more tolerable, then afreh and unexperienced mifchiefes By {ecing our {elves piteoully tof- 
fed in cofttinuall agitation : for what have we not done ? > 


Hor.car.bte 


Eheu cicatricums G- {celeris pudet. 
od.9 5933 fe ee 


Fratrnmd,:quid nos durarefugimus 

eta ? quid intatlum nefafts 

Liquinsus ? unde manus inventus 

(Meru Deorum continuit ? quibus 

Peperest arts? 

Alas for fhame of wickedneffe, and fearres 

Of brother-counitry-men in civil warres< 

We of this hardned world, what doe we fhunae? 
What have we execrablelefe undone @ 

To fet their hand whereto hath youth net dared 
Forfeare of Gods?whatalcars hath it {pared ¢ 


Jam not very (udden in refolving or concluding. 


Ter. Adel Albede ———sp/afi velit falus, oe 

fe.7 Servarepror{ns on poreft banc Samsliam s 
This familie if fafetie would 
Keepefafe, I doc not thinke it could, 


Yet are we not peradventure come unto our laft period. The prefervation of flaces , isa 
thing inall likelihood exceeding our underftanding. A civill policie (as Plate faith) isa 
mighty and puifant matter, and of very hard and difficult diffolucion 5 it often endureth ae 

ainft mortall and inteftine difeafes sycaagainft che injury of un jaft lawes, againft tyrannic, 
againft che ignorance and debordement of Magiftrates, and againft the licentioufneffe and 
fedition of the people. In all our forcunes, we compare our {elves to that which is above us, 
& looke toward thofethatare better. Let us meafure our felves by that which is beneath us 
there is no creature fo miferably wretched, but findesa thoufand examples to comfort hint 
felfe wichall.Ic is our fault,that we more unwillingly behold what is aboue us, then willingly 
what i$ beneath us. And Selon faid, that fhould aman heape up in one matfe all evils, toge- 
ther,thercisnone,that would not rather chufe to carry back with him fuch evils as he alrea- 
die hath, then cometo alawfall divifion with othermen of that thaos of evils andtakehis 
allotced fhare of them. Our Common-wealth is much crazed, and out of tune, Yet have di- 
vers others beene more dangeronfly ficke, and have not died. The gods play at hand-ball 
Plaut.capte with us, and tofle us up and downe on all hands. Ensm vero dsj nos bomsines quali pilas babens. 
The gods perdie doe reckon and racket 0s men as their tennis-balles. The deftumics, havefatally 
ordained rhe ftace of Rome, for an exemplar parrerne of what they can doe inthiskinde. Ic’ 
containeth in it felfe all formes and fortunes that concernea {tare: whatfoever order trouble, 
good or bad fortune may in any fort effeét in ir. What man may juftly de/paire of his conditi- 
‘on, feeing the agications,troubles alrerations, turmoiles and motions, wherewith ir wastof- 
fed to and fro,and which it endured? If che excention of rule,and far-fpreading domination, 
bethe perfedt health ofa ftate, of which opinion I amnot in any wile (and J/ocrates dotla 


greacly 


conquered, 


nec gentibus vilis 

Commodat in populuss terra pelagig, porentens, 
Invidiam fortuna fuam. 

Fortune doth to no other nation lend 

Envie, againft that people force to bend, 
Which both by land and fea their force extend. 


Eucret:l. Bas 


All thut fpaketh doth not fal : The contexture of fo vafta frame holds by more then one 


naile. Ic holds by it’s antiquity : as olde buildings, which a 
without loame or morter, and nevertheleffe live and {ub&it b 


Moreover h 


judge well of the ftrength of a place;he muft 
be approached, and in what ftate the aflailant and, Few velfels finke with t 
and without fome extraordinary violence, Catt we our eyes about us, 
confider all che world;all is cottring,all is out of frame. 
by in Chriftendome and where ever elfe we have knowled 
finde a moft evident threatning of change and ruine : 


Aftrologers 
fucceeding r 
the heavens 
gregation of 


much as naturally nothing falleth, where all thing 


Conformitie 


ge hath robbed of foundation, 
y their owne waighr, 


neciam validis radicibus berens 

Pondere tuta {no eft, 

Though now to no ftrong roote it flicke fo faft, 
Yet isie fafe by felfe-waight,and will laft, 

€ goes not cunningly to worke, chat onely furvayes the flankes and dykes 
heedily markehow,and view w 


Ibid 133! 
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3 to 
hich way it may 
hier owne waight, 
and in a generall furvay 
Take a perfe& view of all great ftates 

ge-of, audinall places you fall 


Et [ua fine illis incommoda, parque per omnes 

Tempeftase 

Their difecommodities they know : 

One ftorme alike ore all doth grow. 

may {pore themfelves, with warning us,as they doe of imminent al 
evolvtions:their divinations are prefenc and palpable, 
to findethem out. Wee are not on! 
evilland threats; but alfo fome hop 


terations and 
wee need not prie into 
y to draw comfort from this univerfall age 
efor the continuarice of our ftate + forlo- 
sfall: a generall difeafe is a particular health ¢ 


is aquatitic enemie to diffolution,As for mo, | nothing defpaire of it,and me thinks 


Talready perceive {ome flarting holes to fave us by : 


Who knowes, whether God hath determined it 
purged , and by long grieuous fickneffes broug 
towly purged difeafes do afterward yeeldthem 
that they rooke from them 2? That which 


tomes ox affe 


vens fend us, and which ma 
exceffe,or mi(leadict jor hum 
ly to declare unto us, chat we have continued lon 
mits. Thisalfo gricves me, 
tien in the wholeand folide maffe, 
our feares. Andeven inthefe 


Dews bec fortaffe benigua 

Reducet in fedem vice. 

Itmay be, God with gracious entercour(e 
Will re-eftablith thefe things: in fheir courfe. 


fhall happen of thetti, as of bodies that aré 
hetoa beter and founder ftate ; which tho- 
a more entire and purcly-perfeét health,then 
gtieveth me moft, is, that counting the fymp- 
y meerely proceeding of nature,and fuch as the hea- 
y properly be cermed theirs, as of thofe that our ownefurfet, of 
anc indifcretion confer upon us, The very Planets feeme order- 
g enough, yea and beyond our ordinary lis 
thac the neereft evil] threatning us, is nota diftemper or alrera- 

but a diffipation anddivulfion of it : the extreameftof 
fantafticall humors or dotings of mine, I feare the treafon of 


Hor.tpod! 
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és of our evill, I fee as man 
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my memory, leaft unwarily it have made me to regifter fomethingstwife. I hace to corre 
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and agnize my felfc,and can never endure but grudgingly to review and repolifh what once 
hath efcaped my pen. Iheere fet downe nothing that is new or lately found out, They are 
vulgar imaginations; and which peradvenrure having beene conceived a hundred times, [ 
feare to have already enrolled them, Repetition is ever tedious, were tin Homer : Butirke= 
fome in things,that have but one fuperficiall and tranficorie fhew.J am nothing pleafed with 


jnevication or wrefting-in of matters, be it in profitable things,as in Seseca. Andthe maner — 


of his Stoike {choole difpleafeth me, whichis, about every matter, co repeat at large, and 
from the beginning to the end,fuch principles and prefuppofitions,as ferve in generall: and 
every hand-whilc to reeallege anew the common arguments,and univerfall reafons,;My mea 
mori¢ doth daily grow worfe and worfe,and is of late mucli empaired ; 

Pocula lethaos ut fi ducentiafomuos, 
Arente fance traxerim. 

As though with drie lips ] had drunke that up, 

Which drawes oblivious fleepe in drowfie cup, 
I thall henceforward be faine (for hitherto thankes be to God,no capitall fault hath hapned ) 
whereas others fecke time and occafion, to premedirate what they haveto fay, that ] avoid 
to prepare my felfe, for feare I fhouldtie my felfero fome ftriét bond, on which | muft dee 
pend. Tobe bound and tied doth fomewhat diftraét me : namely when I am wholly co rely 
and depend,on fo weake aninftrument, as ismy memory. I never read this ftory, but I feele 
a certaine proper and naturall effence. Lyncestes being accufed of a confpiracie againft 
Alexander, the very fame day,that according to cuftome, he was led forth in prefence of all 
thearmie, to be heard in his owne defence, had in his minde a prernedirated oration, which 
he had ftudioufly learn’s by rote, whereof, ftammering and faltring, having uttered fome 
words: And wreftling with his memory, and ftriving torun-it overagaine, he was fodain- 
ly charged by the fouldiers that were about him and flaine with pikess as chey who held him 
to be conviéted, His amazement andfilence, fervedthemasaconfeflion. Forthcy {uppo- 
fed chat having had fo leng leafure in prifon to prepare himielfe, it was mot (as they thoughe 
bis memory failed him, but his guilty con{cience bridled fo his congue and deprived him of 
his wonted faculties.Ic was truly wel fpokeé, The very place,the company and expectation a- 
{tonieth aman, when he moft aimeth at an ambition ef well-{peaking. Whac cana man doe, 
when a meere oration fhall bring his life into confequence ? As formee, if lbee tideuntoa 
prefcript kinde of fpeaking, what bindes me to it, dooth alfo loofe me from it, when Ihave 
commurted and wholly afligned my felfe unte my memory : I fo flrongly depend onthe 
fame, that I overwhelme it:the faints under her owne burthen. So much as I refer my felfe 
unto her, fo much am I divided from my felfe: untill I make tryall af my covatenauce. And 
I have fometimes beene in paine,-in concealing the bondage whecreunto I wasenga= 
ged : whereas my deffigne, in {peaking , torepreienta maine carcle{nelic of accent and 
countenance, fuddaine and unpremeditated, or cafuall motions as rifing of prefent cecafi- 
ons ; rather loving to fay nething of any worth, then make thew Icame provided to fpeake 
well:a thing above allunfeemely, to men of my profeflion, and of over firié& an obligation, 
roone that cannot hold much : Preparation gives more to hope, then it brings witbit, Aman 
doth often ftriphimfelfcinto his deblet,to leape fhorcer then he did in his gowne. Nihil eff 
bis qui placere volunt,tam aaverfarinm,quam expettatio, There ts none fo great an enemy,to thewe 
that wonldpleafe, as expeCtation. Ic is written of Cariethe Orator, that when he propofed the 
diftribution of the parts of his oration, into three ot foure, orthe number of his arguments 
and reafons, it was his ordinary cuftome, either to forget fome one, or adde onc or two more 
untoit. Ihave ever fhunned tofall into fuch aa inconveniencesas one hating thefe felfe~ 
promifes and preferiptions : Not onely for the diftruft of my memary, but alfo becaufe this 


forme drawes over neare unto an artifte, Simpliciora militares decent, Plaine wordes and mana 
ners become Martialif's. Sufficeth, I have now madea vow unto my felfe, no more to under- 
take the charge,to {peake in any placeof refpe&t: For to fpeake in reading. what one hath 
written:befides that it is moft foolifa and abfurde,it isa matter of great difadvantage to fuch 
as by nature were interreffed or might doany thing in the aGtion.And wholy torely or caft 
my felfe tothe mercy of my prefent invention, much leffe : 1 haveit by nature fo dull and 
croubled,that it cannot inany wife fupply me in fudaine, and ftead mein important necefli- 
tics, May it pleafe the gentle reader, to fuffer this one part of Ellayterun on, and a third 
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ftraine or addition of the reft of my pi€tures peeces, I adde, but] correét not : Firft, becaufe 
he who hath hypothekifed or engaged his labour to the world, I finde apparance, that 
he hath no longer right in the fame: let him; if hee beable, {peake better els where, and 
not corrupt the worke he hath already made fale off ; OF fuch people, a man thould buy 
nothing, but after they are dead: let chem throughly thinke on it, before they produce 
the fame, Who haftens them ? My bookeis alwaics one + except that according asthe Prins 
ter gocs about ro renew it, thar the buyers depart not altogether empty-handed; l give my 
felfe law co adderhereto (as itis but uncoherent checky, or ill joined in laid worke) fome 
{upernumerall embleme. They are but over-waights, which difgracenor the firft forme,but 
give {ome particular price unto every one of the fucceeding, by an ambitious pety fubtili- 
ty. Whence notwithftanding, it may cafily happens that fome tran{pofition of chronology 
is thereto commuxt : my reports taking placeaccording to theit opportunity, andnotr e- 
veraccording totheirage. Secondly ,forlomuch. asin regard of my felfe ; Ifeare to loofe 
by theexchange : My underftanding doth nor alwaies goc forward; it fometimes gocsale 
fo backeward : in a matiner diftruft mine owne fantafies asmuch, though fecond or third 
as I doe when they are the fit, or prefent, as paft. We many times corretl our felves ai foolifya 
47.43 we taxe others unadvifedly, 1 amgrowne aged by a number of yeares fince my firft 
publications, which werein a thoufand five hundred and foure {core. But I doube whe- 
ther I be encreafed onc inch in wifedame. My felfe now, and my {clfe anon, are indeede 
two; but wher better, in good footh Yeannot tell. Jt were a goodly thing to bee old, if wee did 
onety march towards amendment. Itis the motion of adrunkard. ftumbling, recling, giddies 
brain’d,formeles, or of reedes,which the ayre dooth caufually wave to and fro, what way ic 
bloweth, Avtiochys in his youth, had ftourly and vehemently written infavor of the Acade- 
my, but being olde hechanged copy, and writas violently againftic :. which ofthetwoI 
fhould follow, fhould I not ever follow Antiechws? Having once eftablithed a doubt, to at 
tempt to confirme the certainty of humane opinions, were itnot an eftablithing of adoubr, 
and not of che certainty?and promife,that had he had another age given him with affurance 
tolive, he fhovidever have beenein termes of new agitations; not fo much better, as other 
and different ? Publikefavor hath given me fome more boldnes,; then! heped for: bur the 
thing i feare moft, isto breed a glucring faciety: I would rather {pur , then bee weary. Asa 
wifeman of my time hath done, Commendation is ewer pleafing,from whom, frem whence, 
or wherefore foeverit come:yet oughtaman tobe informed ofthe caufe,. ifhe will inftly 
pleafe and applaud himfelfe therewich.  Imperfe&tions themfelves have their meanes. to 
be recommended, Vulgazandcommon eftimation, is little happy if it come to ¢mcounter ; 
And I am deccived, it in my dayes, the worft compofitions and abfurdeft hookes have nor 
gcined the credit of popular breath. Verily Iam much beholding to divers honeft men, 
and I thanke them, that vouch{afe.to take my endeavours in good parte. There is no place 
where the defeéts of the fathion doc {omuch appeare’, as ina matter, thatin ir (elfe hath 
nothing to recommend it, Good reader blame not me, for, thole chat paile here, either by 
thefantazie or unwarinelle of others:for every hand, each workeman, brings his owne unto 
them Ineither meddle with orthography (and would oncly have chem follow che ancient) 
nor with curious pointing : I have {mall experience in either. Where they aleogerher breake 
the fence,] littlerrouble my felfe therewith s for atleatt they difchargeme, But wherethey 
will wreft-in and fubftitute a falfe fence(as often they doe)and wyre. draw me to their con- 
ceits,then they {poyle me,Nevercheleffe,when the fentence is not {trong or finnowy accor- 
ding tomy meaning, anhoneft man may rejeétic to be mine, Hethat hall know how litcle 
laborious I amand how framed after mine owne fafbion, will eafily beleeve, | would rather 
enaite anew, asmany morc other Effayes, then fubje& my (elfe to trace rhefe over againe, 
for chis childi‘h corre@tion. Iwas faying erewhile that being plunged in the deepeft mine 
ofthis new kinde ofmercall, Iam not onely deprived of great familiarity with men of dif- 
ferent cuftome from mine ; and other opinions, by which rhey holde rogether by aknor, 
commanding all other knots : but am not alfo without fome hazard, among thofe, with 
Whom all chings eve equally lawfull + moftof whichcannot now adayes empaire their 
market towarde our juftice - whence the extreme degree of licencioufnelle proceedeth, 
Cafting over all the particular circumftances that concernemee, I finde no one man of 
ours,to Whome the inhibition of qur lawes cofteth any thing, eyther in gainc cealing, or 
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in loffe appearing (as Lawyers fay) more then unto my felfe. And fome there be,that im 


chollericke heateand humorous fury will cracke and vaunt much, that will performea 
great deale leffe then my felfe, if once wee comcto an equall ballance. As a houfe at 
all times freely open, much frequented , of great haunt and officious ifi enrertaining 
all forts of people ( for could never bee induced, to make an implement of warre thereof : 
which I perceive much more willingly to bee fought-out and flockedunto , where itis 
furtheft from my neighbours)my houfe hath merited much popular affe&tion: And ie werea 
hard matterto gourmandize my {elfe upon mine owne dang-hill : And] repute it a won. 
derfull and exemplar flrangencile; that having undergone {o many ftormy- wrackes, fo di- 
vers changes & tumultuous-neighbour agitations,ic doth yet this day centinucfree, & (as I 
may fay )an undefiled virgin from fhedding of blood, 'poile or facking. For, to fay true, it 
was poffible for a man of my -difpoficion co efeape froma conftant and conrinuall forme, 
whatfoever it was. Butrhe contrary invafions, hoftile incurfions, alterations and viciflieudes 
ef fortune,reund about me,have hitherto more exafperated, hen mollifiedrhe humour of the 
country:and recharge mee with dangers and invincible difficulties, Ihaveefcaped Burie 
grieveth methatit is rather by fortune 4 yea and by my difcretion, then by juftice: And ic 
vexeth me, to bee without the protedtion of thelawes and under any other fafegard, chem 
theirs. Asthings now {tand, I live more then halfe by the favour of others;which isa fevere 
obligation. I would not be endebred for my fafety, neither to the goodneffc,nor to the good 
will of our great men, which applaude themfelves with my liberty and legalities norto the 
facilitie of my predeceffours,er mine owne manners : for, what if I were orher then ] am2 
If my demacanour,the libertie of my converfation, or happilie alliance, binde my neighbours; 
Ieisa erueley that they fhould acquit themfelves of it, in fuffering meto live, and that they 
may fay; wee give hima free and an undifturbed continuation of divine fervice, inthe cha+ 
ple of his houfe, whilft all other Churches reund about are by us prophaned and deferted : 
and we freely allow and pardon him the fruition ef his goeds, and ufe of his life, 
as hee maintaineth our wives, ' and imcime ofmeed keepeth our cattle. Ic is long fince 
that in my houfe, we havea fhare in Zycargusthe Athenians praife, who was the generalf 
ftericr, depofitary and guardian of his fellow-citizens goods and purfes. Iam now of epi- 
nion, thac a man muft live by law and authoritic, and not by recompence er grace. How 
many gallant men have rather made choife to lofe their life,chen be indebted for the fame? 
I fhunne to fubmie my felfe to any manner of obligation: =~ But above all, to which bindes 
me by duty of bonds ef honour. Jfinde nothing fodeare, as what t givenmee : and that be- 
cafe my willremaines engaged by atitle of ingratitude: And | more willingly receive fuch of- 
fices, asaretobe fold. A ching ealie ro bee beleeved; forthefe 7 give nothing bur 
snoney; butforthofe , 7 givemy felfe. The bond that holdes me by the law of honeftic, 
feemeth tome much more urgent and forcible, then that of civil compulfion. 7am more 
gently tyed by a Notarie, then by my felfe. Zsitnotreafon, that my conf{cience bee much 
more engaged tothat, wherein fhe hathfimply and onely beene trufted? Es, my faith ew- 
ethnothings for fhekath nothing lent her. Let one helpe him(elfe with the cenfidence 
or affurance he hath caken from me, I would much rather breake the prifon of a wall or of 
thelawes, thenthebondofmy word. Jamniccly fcrupulous in keeping of my promifes, 
nay almoft {uperftitious;and in all fubjeéts commonly paffe themuncertaine and conditi- 
onall. To {uch as are of no weighty confequence, Jadde force with the jealoufie of my rule = 
fhee rackes and chargeth me with her owne intereft, Yea, in fuch enterprifes as are altoge. 
ther mine owne and free, if J{peakethe word, or namethe point, mee cthinkes / prefcribe 
the fame unto mezand that to give it to anothers knowledge, it isto preordaine ic unto hims 
felfe. Mc feemes Jablolutely promife, when J{peake. Thus I make but ‘mall bragge of my 
propofitions. The condemnation J make of my felfe,is more mooving forcible and fevere, 
then that of the judges, whe onely takeme by the countenance ef commen obligation ; the 
conftraint of my con{cience is more rigorous and more ftrictly fevere: J faintly follow thofe 
duties, to which Zfhould bee haled , if 7 did not goe to them. Hoc ip/im ita juftum eft quod 
refle fit, fi voluntarinm. T bis is fo juft, ase ts well done, if it be voluutary, Iftheagtion haye no 
glimps of libertic, ithach neither grace nor honour. 
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Quid me ins cogst, vix veluutate impetrent, 

What law enforceth meto doe, 

By will they can {carfe winne me t6, 
Where neceflitiedrawes me, Iloue torelent my will. Qua quicquid imperiocogitur, ext 
Lenti magis, quam praftants acceptum refertur- For what{oewer is enforced by command, 4s more 
smputed to him that exatterh then in him that performeth, 1know fome, that follow this aire 
even vaio iniuftice: They will rather giue, then reftore;fooner lend, then pay;and more 
{paringly doe goodte him,to whom they are bound todoeit. I bend not that way,but am 
mainely againit ir. I love fo much to difoblige and difcharge may felfe,thac I have fometimes 
efteemed as profit,the ingraticudes ,the offences,and indignities] hadreceiued of thofe, to 
whom either by nature or accidents, I was by way of frrendfhip fomewhat beholding: ta- 
king the occalion of their faule for a quittance and difcharge of my debr. Although I con- 
tinue to pay them the apparent offices with common reafon; I notwithftanding finde fome 
{paring in doing that by iuftiee, which I did by affectionsand fomewhat co eafe my {elf with 
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theatrention and diligence of my inward will. Eft pradentis fuftinera vt carfum fie impe- Cicdg Amit; 


sum Lenevolentia, It is a wifemans part tokespe aband as on the courfe,faon the career of bis good« 
will: Which where ever I apply my felfe, is in me teo vrgenc and over prefling > at leaft for 
aman that by no meanes would be enthronged. Which husbandric ftands mee in ftead 
of fomecomforc, abouc the imperfections of thofe that touch me, Indeed Jammuch dit 
pleated, thiy fhould thereby be of lefle worth: buc fo ic is chat I alfo fave fomething of 
my engagement and application towards them,I allow of him that leves his childe fo much 
theleifesby how much more he is either deformedly crooked, or {cald-headed : And not 
onely when heis knavifh or fhrewd, but alfo being wnluckicor ill borne { for God himielfe 
hach in that abated of his worth and naturall eftimation )alwaies provided,that in {uch a 
cold and fleight affeRtion, hee beare himfelfe with moderation and exatt iuftice.Jn mee, 
proximicic of blood deth nothing diminifh,but racher aggravate defects. After all accor- 
ding tothe skill [have inthe knowledge of benefits and chankfulnelle,which is a know- 
ledge very fubtill and of great vic,I fee no man more free and lefIe indebted, then hither- 
to I am my {elfe. What ever I owe,the{ame Lowe fimply to common and naturall obliga tis 
ons, Thete is no man more abfolutely quit and cleareclfewhence, ea 
, nec int wiht nota potentina ae 

CMUunera. 

Wich gifts Iam not much acquainred; 

Of mighty men,and much lefferainted! 
Princes give mee /ufficiently;if they take nothing froms me, and dee me much good, sfthey doe wie #6 
burt: itisalll require ofthem, Oh how miucham I beholding to dod, forfomuch as it 
hath pleafed him, that whatfoever J enioy, I have immediately received the fame from his 
grace: that he hath particularly referved all my debt vnto himfelfe- I moft inftantly befcech 
his facred mercy, that Jmay never owe any man fo much asone effentiall God-amercie, 
Oh thrife fortunate libercie, that hath brought me fofarr. May it end fucceffefully, I ene 
devour to have no manner of need of any man. Jn me omnis foes ef mibi, All my hope for all 
my belpes is my felfe, Jca thing that every man may effet in himielfe: but chey more eafily, 
whom God hath proteéted and theltred from naturall and vrgene neceffi:ies, Indeed it is 
both lamentable and dangerous, to depend of others. Our felues, which is the fafeft and 
moft lawfull refuge,are not very fure vader our felves. I have nothing that is mine owne; 
but my felfe : yetis the polfeffion thereof partly defective & borrowed. I manure my felfe, 
both in courage (which is the ftronger) and alfo in fortune,that if all chings elfe faould for- 
fake me, I might finde fomething, wherewithto pleafe and fatisfie my felfe. Elens Hippias 
did not onely ftore himfelfe wich learning that in time of need hee might ioyfully with- 
draw himfelfeamongft the Mufes,and befequeftred from allother company ;nof oncly 
with che knowledge of Philofophie, to teach his mindeto be contented with her,and when 
his chance {hould {0 difpofe of him, manfully to paffe over fuch incommodities, as exterior 
lie might come unto him.Butmoreover he was fo curiousin learning to dretie his meat, to 
notte his haire,to make his cloathes,breeches and (hoes,chat as much as could poflibly be,he 
might wholly relie & truft to himfelf,& be freed from all forraine helpe.A man doth mere 
freely and more blithely cnioy borrowed goods: whenitis nota bounden joviflance and 
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fortune, thar it might be without apprehe 
And aker my praiers,haue cried out , 
Lmpinshac tam culta novalia miles hahebis ? 
Shall thefe our gr ounds fo deckt and dreft, 
By godletlefouldiers be poffeft ? 
What remedie ? /c is the place where my felfe and moft of my anceftors were borne: 
in have they placed their affe€tion and their name. Wee harden onr felves unto whatfoever wee 
accuftome our elves. And toa wretched condition, as ours is, cufteme hath beene amoft 
favourable prefent, given us by nature, which enureth and lulleth out fenfe afleepe, to the 
fuffring of divers evils, Civill warres have this one thing worfé then other warres sto canfe 
every one of ustomakea watch-tower of his owne houfe, 
Lam miferums, porta vitans Mur Og, tHeré, 
Vixgque {uc tstuns viribss effe domus! 
How hard with gate and wail our life to gard, 
And {caree be fafe in our awne houfes bard! 
Ic isan itkefome extremitic,for one to be troubled and prefled even inhis owne houfhold 
and domefticall reft, The place wherein I dwell, is ever both the firft and laft tothe battes 
tye of our troubles :and where peace is ever abfolurely difcerned, 
Tums quoque cam pax eff, trepidant formidine bells, 
Ev’n when in peace they are, 
They-quake for feare of warre. 
quoties pacemfortunalaceffit, 
Hac'ster eft bells, melius fortuna dediffes 
Orbe [ub Evofedem, gclidaque (ub eAtréto, 
Errante/que domsss, 
As oft as fortune troublech peace,their race, 
Warres makes this way : fortune with better grace, 
In th*Bafterne world thou fhouldft have giv’n them place; 
Or wandring tents fer warre, under the cold North-ftarre. 
Yfometimes draw the meanes to ftrengthen my {elfe againft chefe confiderations, from Care- 
le(neffe and idleneffe : which alfo in fome fort bring us unte refolution, It often befallech 
mie, with fome pleafure,to imagine whar mortal! dangers are,andto expect them, I do even 
hood-winkt, with my head in my bofome and with ftupiditie, plunge my felfe into death, 
without confidering er knowing it,as into a deepe, hollew and bottomlcffe aby fe, which at 
onc leape doth (wallow me up,and atan inftant doth caft me intg an eternall lumber, full of 
infipiditie and indoleneie. And in thete fhort, fudden or violent deaths, che conf quence] 
Fore-fee of them, affords me more comfort then the effeé of feare, They fay, that even as 
Uifeis not she bef becau/eit it loug,fo death is the beft, becanfeit 4s Iport.1 eftran ge not my felfe fo 
much by being dead,as I enter into confidence with dying.] enwrap and throwd my felfein 
that ftorme, which thall blinde and furioufly wrap me, with a ready and infenfible charge. 
Yet ific hapned(as fome gardners fay)that thofe Rofes and Violets are ever the {weeter and 
more odoriferous, that grow necre unto Garlikeand Onions, forfomuchasthey fucke and 
draw all che ill favours of the ground unto them:fo that thefe depraved natures would draw 
and fucke all che venome of mine aire,and infeétion ef my climate; and by their necrene(fe 
unto me make me fo much the becterand purer,that Imight not lefe all, Thar is not, but of 
gis, fomething may be,forfomuch as goodneffe isthe fairer and more attracting when ic is 
xare, and chat contrarictie ftifneth,and diverfitie enclofech well doing in it felfe, and by the 
jealoufie of oppofitien and glory, it doth enflame it. Theeves and ftealers (godamercie their 
kindne{Te )have in particular nothing tofayro me: no more have Ito them, Ifhould thea 
have to do with oversmany forts of men. Alike con/eiences lurke under divers hinds of garmeuts, 
Alike crueltic,difloialtie and ftealing, And{o much the worfe, by how much it is more bale, 
mor¢fafe and more fecret under the colour of lawes, hate leffe an open-profetfed inju- 
rie,thena deceiving traiterous Wrong,an hoftile and war-like, thena peacefull and lawfull, 
Ourfeaver hath feafed upon a bedy, which it hath not much empaired. The fire was init, 
but now the flame hath caken hold of ir, The reportis greater , the hurt bat little, 
ordinarily anfwere fych as demand reafons for my voiages 3 That Jknow what I founne, 
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little found health amongft ftran- 


but wor not what I feeke. If one tell mee, there may be as an 
chen ours: I anfwore firft,chat it is 


gers, and thattheir manners are neither better nor purer, 
very hard: 


T ana multe Joelerums facies. 
The formes fo manifold 
Of wickedneffe we hold. 


ro change abadeftate for an uncertaine, And that othersea 
Iwill not forget this, thac I can mever mutiniefo 
much againft France,but I muft needes looke on Paris with a favourable eyesIt hath my hare 
from my infancy, whereof it hath befalne me as of excellent chings:the more other faire and 
ftately cities I havefeenefince, the more hit beauty hath power and doth ftill ufurpingly 
gaine upon my affeétion. I love that Citie for her owne fake, andmore in her onely fubfi- 
{ting and cwrebeing,then when itis full fraught and embellithed with forraine pempe and 
borrowed garifh ornaments: love her fo cenderly,that even hir {ports,her blemifhes & hit 
wartsare deareuntome, T ammo perfeét French-man, but by this great-matchletfe Citic, 
great in people,great in regard of the felicitie of her firuation;but above al,great and income 
parable in varietie and diverfitie of commodities: The glory of France,and onc of the nos 
blcft and chiefe ornaments of the world. God of his mercy free hir, and chafeaway all our 
divifions from hir: Being entirely united co hir felfe, I finde hir defended from all other via 
olence. I forewarne hir, that of allfaétions, that fhall be che worft, which fhall breed dif- 
cord and {edition in hir, And for hir fake, I oncly feare hir felfe. And furely, 1 am inas great 
feare for hir,as for any other part of our ftate. So long as fhe fhall continue, fo long thallt 
never want ahomeerretreat, toretireand fhrowd my felfeac alltimess athing able to 
make me forget the regret of all other retreates. Not becaule Socrates hath faid it, but becaufe 
{uch is in truth my humour, and peradventure nor without fome excufe, to efteeme all mem 
as my country-men ; andas I kindly embracea Polonian a5@ Frenchman; poftpefing this 
naturall bond, to univerfall and.common. Iam not greatly ftracken with the pleafantneile 
of naturall sire. Acquaintances aleogether new and wholly mine, doe in my conceit coun« 
rervaile che worth of all other valgarand cafuall acquaintances of our neighbours. Friend- 
thips meerely acquired by our felves, doe ordinarily exceed thofe,to which wee are joyned, 
cither by communication of climate,or affinity of blood. Nature hath plac’t us in the world 
free and unbound,wee emprifon our felves into certaine ftreights : Asthe Kings of Perfiz, 
who beutd themfelves never to drinke other water, then of the river Choa/pex; feolifhly 
renouncing all lawfall right of ufe in all ocher waters : and for their regard dried up all the 
reft of the world, What Socrates did in his latcer dayes, to deeme a fentence of banifhmene 
worfe,then a doome of death againft himfelfe, being of the mind Iam now, I fhallneverbe 
neither fobafeminded, nor fo ftritly habituated in my country, that I would follow him, 
The celefticall lives,have divers images, which I embrace more by eftimation, then by affe~ 
ion. And fome too extraordinary, and {o highly elevated, which becaufe Iam not able to 
conccive,I cannot embrace by eftimation. This humor was very tenderly apprehended by 
him, who deemed all rhe world to. be his City. Trucit is, he difdained peregrinations,and 
had not much {er his foote beyond the territory of Athens; What, if he bewailed the mony 
his friend offred to lay out, to difingage his life, and refufed te come out of prifon, by the ine 
rerceffion of others,becaute he would not difobey the lawes,in a time wherein they were ow 
therwife fo corrupted? Thefe examples are of the firft kind for me.Of the fecond thereareo+ 
thers, which I could find in the very fame man.Many of theferare examples exceed the pow- 
er ef my aétion;but fome exceed alfo the force of my judgement. Befides theferealons,/ deems 
travell to be a profitable exercs[e. The minde hath shereiaa continual exciation , to marke things 
unknowne, and note new obje&s, And as I have often faid, Ikuow uo better {choole, tofajhson a 
mans life, then unceffastly to propofe unto bins the diverfitie of fo many other. mens lives, cufPomes, 
humors and fantafes; and weake bins tafte or apprehend one fo perpetual varsety of amr natures, (bapes 
or formes. Therein the body is neither abfolutely sdle nor wholly troubled, amd, that moderate agita- 
sion doth put bins into breath. My felfe, as crazed with the collicke as Lam,can ficeight, yea 


fometimes ten hovres on horfe-backe; without wearineil¢ or tyring, 
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Secondly, that st ss ever againe, 
vils fhould not touch us fo neare as ours. 
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Usres ultra fortemque fencila. 
Beyond ftrength ordinary, 
Which old yecresufe co cary, 


No weather is to me fo contrary, as the {corching heat of the parching Sunne.-For, thefe 
Vmbrels ox riding canapies, which fince the ancient Romans, the Iralians ule, doe more 
weary che armes, then eafe the head, I would faine-faine know what induftry it was in the 
Perfians, fo anciently, and even in the infancy of luxuriou{nefle (as Xenophon reporteth) to 
fanne themfelves, and at their pleafures to make cold (hades. I loverainy and durry wea- 
ther, as duckes doe. The change either of aire or climate doth nothing diftemper mee. All 
heavens are alike to me, I am never vezed or beaten, but with internal] alterations, {uch as J 

produce my felte, which furprife and pottc(Te me leaft in cimes of Way-fairing. Iisa hard 

thacrer to make me refolve of any Journey : butif I be onceon the wa 


ayy! hold ouc as long 
and as farre, as another, I ftriveas much in {mal], as Ilabour in great cnterprifes ; andto 


prepare my felfe for a fhort journey or to vifirea friend, asto undertakea farre {er voiage, 


Thave learne to frame my journeyes after rhe Spanilh fafhion,all ar once and out-right, greac 
and reafonable. And in extreme heats, I trav: 


cil by night, from Sunae-fer to Sunne rifing. 
The other fafhion,confufedly and in hafte to bait by the way and dine, e(pecially in Winter, 
when the daies are fo fhort, is both tronblefome for man, and incommodious for horfe, My 
Jades are the better, and hold out longer, Noherfe did everfaile me, thac held out che firft 
daies journey wich me, I water them in all waters, and only take care of tiicir Jat watering, 
that before Icome to mine Inne they have way enough to beac cheir warer. My flochful. 
neffe to rife in the morning, alloweth fuch as follow mee fufficient feature to dine, before 
wee take horfe. As for me, I never feed over-late : Tcommorly getan apperite in cating, 
and no otherwife:1 am never hungry but at the cable. Seme complaine, that being maried, 
and well ftrucken in yeeres,I have envred my felfe,and beenc pleated to continue this exere 
cife. They doe me wrong : The beft time for a manco leave his houfe, is when he hath fe 
ordered and {ertled the fame, that it may continue without him: and when he hath {0 dif. 
pofed his affaires, chat they may anfwere the ancient courfe and wonted forme, Ir is much 
more indifcretion, and an argument of want of judgement, to goe from home, and leave 
no trufty guard im his houfe, and which for lacke of care may be flow or forgerfull in provi~ 
ding for {uch neceflities,as in your abfenceit may ftand in need of. The moft profitable knows 
ledge, and honourableft occupation for a matron or mother of a familie, 2s the occupation and knows 
ledge of hufwafcrie, Lfee divers covetons, but few hu/wifes, Itisthe miftreife-qualitie that all 
men hould fecke after, and above all other endeavourro finde: as the onely dowry ;that fere 
veth, eicher to ruine and overthrow,or to fave and enrich our houfes. Let noman {peake to 
me of it; according as experience hath taught me, I requireina maried woman the Occo- 
nomicall vertue above al] oshers, Wherein I would have her abfolucely skilfull, (ince by my 
abfence Icommit the whole charge, and bequeath the full government of my houfhold to 
hers 

Tfee ( and that tomy griefe) in divers houfes the mafter or goodmancome home at 
nooneall weary, durty and dufty , with drudging and toiling about his bufineile: when 
the miftreffe or good-wife is either fcarce up, orif fhee bee , fheis yer inher clofer, 
drefling, decking, fmugging , or trimming of her felfe. It isa thing onely fitting 
Queenes or Princes; whereot fome doubr might be made, Jeés ridiculous that the idleneffe, 
and dninf? that the lithernef[e of our wives fhould be foftered with our fweat, and maintained 
by our travell Noman (as neere as I can) fhallfortune to havea more free and more abfo= 
lute ufc, or-amore quiet and more liquid fruition of his goods, then I have, If the haf: 
band bring matter ; wature her felfe wouldhave women to bring forme. Concerning duties 
of wedlocke friendthip, which fome happily imagine to be interefled or prejudiced by the 
husbands ab(ence, I beleeveienat. C ntrariwils , itisa kinde of intelligence, that eafily 
Etowescold by an over-continuall. affiftance, and decaieth by affidnitie; for, to Rand 
frill at racke and manger breedeth a fatietie. Every ftrange woman feemeth co us an honcft 
woman : And all fecle by experience, thatacontinuall fecing one anecher, cannot poffi-~ 
bly repre(encthepleafure, men take by parting and mecting againe. Thefe interruptions 
fill me¢ with anew kinde of affcGtion, toward ming owne people; and yeeld methe ule 
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of my hovfe more pleafing : viciflicude doth now and then en-earncft my minde toward 
one, and thentoward another. Tamnot ignorant how true amitiebath armes long enonghs 
toewebrace, toclafpe and bolde from one corner of the werld unto another : namely in this, where 
is a continuall communication of offices, that caufe the obligation, and revive theremem- 
brancethereof. The floickes fay, that there is fo great an affinitie and mutuall relation, be= 
eweens wife men, that he who dineth in France, teedeth his companion in eZ g7pe 3 and if 
one of them doe but hould up his finger, where ever it bee, afl the wife men difpercedupen 
the habitable land, fecle akinde of aid thereby. Joviffance and poffeffion » appertaine chiefly 
nvtoimagimation, 1c embraceth more earneftly and uncetfantly what fhe goeth co fetch, then 
What wee touch. Summon and count all your daily ammufements 5 and you fhall finde, you 
are then furtheft and moft abfent from your friend, when he is prefent with you. His affift. 
ance releafeth your atrention, and giveth your thoughts libertic, at all cimes and upon every 
oceafion, to abfent chemfelves, If /beat Reme, or any where elfe, J hold, I furvay, and Zo- 
verne my houfe and rhe commodities,which I have left about and in it.] even fee ny walles, 
my trees, my graffc and my rents, to ftand,co grow, todecay and co dimimith, within an 
inch orto of chat I fhould dee when I am at home, 


Ante oculos errat domus, errat forma locorum. 

My houfe is ftill before mine cies, 

There fill the forme of places lies. 
If we but onely enjoy what we touch, farewell our crownes witen they ae in out coafers,and 
adiew to our children, whé they are abroad or a hunting;we would have chem neerer. Jn the 
garden is it farre off? within halfe a daies iourney ? What, within ten leagues, is it farre or 
neere? Jf it benecre : whatis eleven, twelve, orthirteene ? and fo ftep by ftep. Verely thac 
woman who can preferibe unto her husband, how many ftepsend that whichisneere, and 
which ftepin number begins the diftance fhe counts farre,J am of opinion, that the ftay hing 
betweene both, 


ie —excludat itr gia fints. 
Herd totPip ts Let the conclufion, Exclude confufion. 
38: Vor permiffo, candeque pilos ut equina. 
Paulatim vello : & demo unnm, demo etiam Unurs 
Dum cadat elafusratione ruentis acervs, 
il at Fufe the grant, and plucke by one and one 


The horfe-taile haires,cill when the buh is gone 
Fleave the Jade 4 curtail taile or none. 
And let them boldly call for Philofophy to helpe them. Te whom fome might reproach; 
fince fhe neither difeerneth the onenorother end of the joynt, betweene the overmuch 
and the littlesthe long and the fhort, the light and the heavic, the neare and thefarre, fince 
fhe neither knowes the beginning ner ending thereof, that the doth very uncertainly judge 
of the middle. Rerum naturansllam nobss deast cognitionem finium : Nature hath Ajfoorded us 
no kuoveledge of her endes. Ave they not yet wives and friendes of the deccafed, that are noe 
atthe end of this, but inthe other world ? wee embracé both thofe that have beene, and 
thofe which are not yet, nor onely theabfent. We did not condition, when we were maried, 
continually to keepe our felves clofe hugging one another, asfome, 7 wot not whar little’ 
creatures doc, we fee daily ; or as thofe bewitched peopleof Karenti, ina kinde of dogged 
manner. And awomsan fhould wot have bir eyes fo greedily or [6 dotingly fixed on hir busbands fore 
part,thar ifneede fhallrequire, fhe way not view bis binder-partes. But might not che faying of 
that cunning Painter, who could {o excellently ferfoorth their humours and pourtray 
their conditions, fitly bee placed heere, lively co reprefent the caufe of their complaints 2 


Vxor, fi ceffes,amt te ansare covitat, 
Ant tete amari, ant potare, aut anid obfequi, 
Ext tibi bene effe fols, cums fibi fit male. 
If you be flow, your wife thinkes that in love youare, 
Or arebelov’d, or drinke, or all for pleafure care, 
i And thae you onely fare-well, when the ill doth fare. 
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Or might it be,t hat oppofition and contradiction doe naturally entercaine; and of chem: 
felvesnourifh them: and chae they are fufficiently accommodated, provided they difturbe 
and incommode you? Intruly-perteét friendhhip, wherein I prefume to have fome skill 
and well-grounded experience ; I give my felfemore unto my friend, than I draw him un> 
tome. I doenot onely rather love to do him good, then he fhould doe any to me: bural. 
fo, that he fhould rather doe good unto himfelfe, then unto me: For then doth he me moft 
good, when he doth it to himfelfe.And if abfence be either pleating or beneficiall unto him, 
it is to memuch more pleafing, then his prefence ; and that may Hot properly be termed abe 
fence, where meanes and waies may be found to enter-advertifé one another, have hecrerofore 
made good ule, andreaped commodititic by our abfence and diftance. Wee better repleni« 
fhed the benefic, and extended furtkerthe poflcflion of life, by being divided and farre-a- 
junder:He lived, he reioicedjand he faw forme, and I forhim, as fully: asif he had beene 
prefent: Being together, one partie was idle : Weeenfounded onc another. The feparati- 
on ofthe place, made the conjuntion of eur mindes and wills, thericher, This infatiate 
and greedy defire of corporal prefence doth fomewhat accufe the weaken([e inthe joviffance of. 


Soules, Concerning age, which fome allege againft me, it is cleane contrary. Ic is for youth, 


to fubject and bondage it felfe co common opinions, and by force to conftraine it felfe for o- 
thers, Icmayfircheturne ofboth, the people and it felfe : We have bat overmuch to dod 
wito onr felues alone. According as naturall commodities faile us, let us fuftaine our felves by 
artificial! meanes. It is injuftice, to excufe youth in following her pleafures, and forbid age 
to devife and feeke them. When J was yong,7concealed my wanton and covered my youth= 
full paflions,with wit: and now being aged, J endevour to paffe the fadde and incident to 
yceres, with {pore and debauches. Yetdoe Platoes lawes forbid mentotravell abroad, be-~ 
fore they are forty or fifty yeares of age, that fo their travell may fort more profitable, and 
proove more infiructive. Zfhould more willingly confent to this other fecond article of the 
faid lawes, which forbiddeth men to wander abroad, after they ar¢ once threefcore. OF 
which age, few that travell fatre journies returne home againe. What care Z forthat? Zun- 
dertake it nor, either to returne orto perfeé&t the fame, J onely undertake it co bein motion: 
So long as the motion pleafeth me, and J watke that I may walke. Thoferunne mot, that runse 
after aBenefice or after a Hare > But they runne, thatrwunne at barriers and to exercife their 
ranning. Mv delfeigne is every where divifible,it is not grounded on great hopes : each day 
makes an end of it, Even fo ismy lifes voiage direéted, Yet have /{cene divers farre-coune 
tries, where J would have beene gladto have beene ftaied, Why not? Jf C bryfippus, Dioges 
nes,Cleanthes, Autipater and Zeno, With fo many other wife men of that roughly-{evere; and 
feverely-ftrict Sed, forfooketheir Countries (without jut caufe robe offended with them) 
onely to enjoy another aire ? Truly the greateft griefe of my peregrinations, is, thar Zcan~ 
not have a firme refolution, to cftablith my abiding where Jwould. And that J mutt ever 
refolve with my felfeco recurne, for to accommodate my felfeuntocommon humors, Jf 2 
fhould feare co dicin any other place,then where J was borne; if thought J fhould dieletfe 
at my eafe, farre from mine owne people : Twould hardly goe out of France, nay I fhould 
Icarcely goe out of mine owne parifh, without feeling fome difmay,Z feele death ever pinch- 
ing me by the throat,or pulling me by the backe: But Jam of another mould;to me it is ever 
one, and at all times che fame. Nevertheles if J were to chufe, Z chinke it fiould rather be on 
herfebacke,than in a bed:from my home, and farrefrom my friends, There is more harts« 
forrow, than comfort, in taking ones laft farewell of his friends, J doe eafily forget or neg~ 
leét chefe duties or complements of our common or civill courtefie. For, of Offices apper- 
taining to unaffected amicie, the fame is the moft difpleafing and offenfive ; And Zfhould 
as willingly forget to give a body that greatadiew, or eternall farewell. Jf a body reapeany 
commoditie by this affiftance, he alfo findes infinite inconveniences init, have feencdi- 
vers die moft piteoufly, compaffed and befet round with their friends and fervants : Such 
multitudes, and :hronging of people doth ftiflethem. Jc is againft reafon, and a teftimony 
of {mal affeétion, & lictle care they have that you fhould die at reft. Onc offendech your cies, 
another molefteth your eares,the third vexeth your mouth : Youhaveneither fenfe nor 
limme, or parte of your body, but is tormented and grieved. Your hart is ready to burft for 
pittie to heare your friends moanes and complaints ; and to rive afunder with {pite to heare 
peradventure fome of their wailings & moants, that are but fained and counterfer. If sie 
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have ever had a miide or tender nature, being weake and readie to die,he muft then necefla- 
rily have it mere tender and relenting. Itis moft requifice, chat in fo urgent a neccflitie, one 
have a gentle hand and fitly applied co his fen{es,to icratch him where he itcheth ; or elfehe 
oughtuot be clawed atall. Jfwee muff needs have the belpe of a Midwife, to bring us into this 
world; there is realon we foenld alfo have the aiding-hand of a wife man, to deliver us out of the 
fame, Such « one, and therewithall a trucfriend, fhould aman before-hand purchafe very 
deare, only forthe fervice of fuch an occafion. I am not yet come to that difdainfull vigor, 
which fo fortifieth it felfe, that at fuch times nothing aideth, nor nothing troubleth : Ifliea 
lower pitch. I fecketo fquat my felfe,and fteale from thar paflage:nor by feare, but by Arts 
My intent is not in fuch an ation, to make either triall or thew of my conftany. Where. 
fore? Becaufe,then fhall che right and intereft Ihave in reputation ceafe. I am content with 
a death united in it felfe, quiet and folitarie, wholly mine, convenient to my retired and prie 
vatelife. Cleane contrary tothe Roman fuperftition, where he was judged unhappy, that 
died without {peaking , and had noc his necreft friends toclofe his cies. I have much 
adocto comfort my {clfe, witheut being troubled to comfort others : cares and vexations 
cnow in my minde, without geeding circumftances to bring me new;and fufficient matterto 
entertaine my felfc, without berrowing any. This thare belongs not to the part of focietie: 
Teis che aét of one manalone, Let uslive, laugh and be merry amongft our teibtady bur die 
and yceld up the ghoftamongft ftrangers, andfuch as weknow nor. Hee who hath money 
in bis parfe, foall.ever finde fome ready toturne his bead, make bisbedde , rubbe bis feet, attend 
him, ond that willtvonble andimportune him no longer than hee ist : and will ever thew himan 
indifferent and well-compofed countenance, and without grumbling or grudging give a 
man leave to doe what he pleafe, and complaineas he lift. I dayly endevour by dicourfe 
to thake off chis childifh humour and inhumane conceit, which caufeth, that by our griefes 
and paines we ever defire to moove our friends to compaflion and forrow for us, and with 
akinde offympathyto condoleour miferies and peflions, We endeare our inconveniences 
beyond meafure,to exa& tearesfrom them : And the conftancy we fo much commend in 
all others, undauntedlyto endareall evill fortune, we accufe and upbraid co our neereft al- 
lies ,;when they moleftus: we are net contented they fhould havea fenfible feeling of our 
calamities,if they doenot alfoafi& themfelves forthem. A man fhould as much as he can 
fet foorth and extend hisjoy ; but to the utmoft of his power, fupprefIc and abridge his fore 
row. Hethat will caufelefly be moaned, and fans reafon, deferveth nor to be pitied when 
he fhall have caufeand reafon for it. To be ever complaining and alwaies moaning: isthe way ne= 
ver tobe moaned and feldowsetobe pitied : andfooftento feene over paffionately pitifull, isthe 
meane to make no man feelinglyrsthfwll towards others. He that makes himfelfe dead bei ng alive, 
is fabjelt to be accounted alive when beis dying. 1 have feene fome take pepper in the note, for= 
formuch as they were told chat they hada cheerefull countenancesthat they looked well;thae 
they had a temperate pulfe : to force laughter, becaufe fome betraicdtheir recovery : and 
hate cheirhealch, becaufe ic was not regrectable, And which is more, they were no women. 
I forthe moft, reprefent my infirmities fuch as they are : -And fhunne fuch words as are of 
evill prefagesand avoid compofed exclamations. If not glee and mirth, at leaft an orderly 
fetled countenance of the by-ftanders and affiftants, is fufficiently-convenient to a wife and 
difcreet ficke-man, who though hefee himfelfeina contrary ftate,he will not picke a qua- 
rell with health. He is pleafed to behold the fame, found and ftrong in others,and at leaft for 
company-fake to enjoy his part of it. Though hefeeleand finde himfelfe to faint and finke 
downe,he doth not altogether reject the conceits and imaginations of life,nor doth he avoid 
common entertainments. I will ftudi¢ ficknefle when I am in health, when it comes, ir will 
really enough make herimpreffion, without the helpe of my imagination, We deliberately 
prepare out felycs before-hand for any voiage weundertake, and therein are refolved: the 
houre is fet when he wil take horfe,& we give it to our company,in whofe favour we excend 
it.] finde this unexpeéted profic by the publication of my mancrs,that in fome fort it ferverh 
me for arule. Iam fometimes furprifed with this confideration, not to betray the hiftery 
of my life. This publike declaration, bindes me to keepe my felte within my courfe, and noe 
to contradiét the image of my conditions:commonly letfe disfigured and gaine-faid, then 
the malignitie and infirmities of moderne judgements doth beare. The uniformiticand fine 
gleneffe of my manners, producetha vifage of cafic interpretation; but becaufe the fafhion 
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of them is fomewhat new and ftrange, and our of ufe,ir giveth detraétion ro faire play. Yee 
is it true, that co him,who will goe about loyally co injure me, me thinkes J doe fufficiently 
eftoord him matter, whereby he may derraét and {narle at my avowed and knowen impere 
fedtions, and wherewith hee may bee fatisfied, without vaine contending and idle skirmifha 
ing. Jfmy felfe by preoccuparing his difcovery and acculation; hee thinkes barre him 
of his fnarling,it is good reafon hee take his right,towards amplification and extenfion: Of. 
fence hath herrights beyond juftice: And that the vices, whereof J fhew him the rootes in 
mee,hee fhouldamplifiethemtotrees, Let him not only employ thereunto thofethat pols 
fefT: mee,buc thofe which but threaten me.Injurious vices,both in qualitic and in number, 
Lec himbeate me that way. I fhould willingly embrace the example of Dionthe Philofos 
pher, Astigonns going about to {coffe and quip at him touching his birth and off- {pring, he 
interrupted him and tooke the word our of his mouch: Iam (faidhec) thefonne of a bond 
flave,a butcher, branded for a rogue, and ofa whoore, whom my father by reafon of his 
bafe fortune, tooke to wife: Both were punihed for fome mifdeede. Being a child, an o« 
racor bought meas a flave,liking me for my beautie and comelineffe; and dying, left mee 
all his goods ; which having tranfported into this citie of e4thens, Lhave applied my felfe 
unto Philofophy. Let noc Hiftorians bufie chemfelves in fecking newes of mee, I will at 
Jarge blazon my felfe,and plainely tell chemthe whole difcourfe, Ai generons ana free-minded 
confeffion doth difable areproch and difarme aninjurie. Soit is, that when allcards be told 
me feemes,thac I amas oft commended as difpraifed beyond reafon. Asalfo me thinks, thae 
even from my infancie,both in ranke and degree of honour, have had place given me,raa 
ther above and more,than le{fe and beneath that which appertained to me, I fhould berrer 
like co be in a countrie, where thefe orders might either be reformed orcontemned. Amon 
men , afcer that ftriving or altercation for the prerogative or upper hand in going or fit- 
ting, exceedeth three replies, it becommeth incivill. I neither feare to yceld and give place, 
nor to follow and proceed unjuftly, fo J may avoid fuch irkefome and impertunate con- 
teftations. And never did man defire precedencie or place before me,but I quitted the {ame 
without grudging. Befides tke profic J reape by writing of my felte, Zhave hoped for this 
other, that if everit might happen my humours fhould pleafe or fy mpathize with fome he« 
neft man, he would before my death fecketo be acquainted with me, or to overtake mee, Z 
have given him much ground: For, wkatfoeveralong acquaintance or continuall farniliae 
rity might have gained himin many wearifome ycares, the fame hath hee in three dayes 
fully {eene in this Regifter,and that more fafely and more exaétly. A pleafant fantazie is this 
ofmine, many things] would be loath co tell a particular man, I utter roche whole world, 
And concerning my moft fecrer thoughts and inward knowledge,/ fend my deareft friends 
toa Stationers fhop, 


Excutiendadamms pracordia, Perf fats saad 


Our very entrailes wee 
Lay forth foryouto fee, 
If by fo good markes and tokens, I had ever knowen or heard of any one man, that in this 
humour had beeneanfwerable ro me, I would alfuredly have wandred very farreto finde 
him out:For, the exceeding joy ofa fortable and in one confent agreeing company, cané 
noi(in mine opinion)be fufficiently endeared or purchafed actoohigha rare, Ob God! whe 
can expreffe the value or conceive the true worth of afriend 2? How trucis that ancient goldef 
faying, that rhe u/é of afriend ts more neceffary and pleafing, then of rheelewsents,water and fire. 
But co returneto my former difcourfe:There isthenno great inconvenienccin dying farre 
from home and abroad. Wee efteeme it a part of dury and decencie to withdraw our {elves 
for natural) a€tions, leffe hideous and leffe difgracefull then this. But alfo thofe that come 
unto that,in languifhing mannerto draw along {pace of life, fhould not happily with with 
their miferic to trouble a whole familie. Therefore did the Indians ofa certaine ceuntrie 
deemeit juft and lawfull,to kill him chat thould fall into fach neceffitie. And in another of 
their Provinces they thoughe it meee to forfakehim, and as wellas hee could leave him a« 
lone to feeketo {ave himfelfe. To whomat laft, proove they not themfelves cedious and 
intolerable? Commen offices proceednot fo farre, Perforce you teach cruelty untoyour 
beft friends ; obdurating by lone w/e,both wifeand children,nottefeele, nor to conceive, 
Borcomoang yourevils any longer. The groanes and out-cries of my chollicke, cafe ne 
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more ruth and wailing in any body.And fhould we conceive pleafure by their converfation 
(which feldome hapneth,by reafon of the difparitie of conditions, which eafily produceth 
either contempt or envy towards what man foever )is it not to0-too much,therwith to abufe 
a whole age? The more J fhould feethem with a good heart to ftraine themfelves for me,the 
more fhould I bewailetheir paine. The /aw of curtefie aloweth us to leane upon others, bus not fo 
swsmanerly to lie pon thems and underpropt onr felves in their ruine. As he who caufed little im- 
fants to be Maine,that with their innocent blocd he might be cured of a malady he had, Or 
another who was continually ftored with young tendrels or laifes, to keepe his old-frozen 
limbs warmea nights, and enrermix the {weetnetle of their breath with his old-ftinking and 
offenfive vapours, Decrepitude isa folitary quality. Tam fociable evenunto excefle, yee 
doc Ithinke itreafonable, at laft co fubftra& my opportunity from the fight of the world, 
and hatch it in my felfe. Let me throwd and thrugge my {elfe inco my fhell,as a tortoife-and 
learneto fee men, without taking hold of them, I thould outrage them in fo fteepe a patlage, 
It isnow high time toturnefromthe company, But here willfeme fay, that in thefe farre 
journies you may peradventure fall into fome miferable dog-hole or poore cottage, where 
you fhall want all needfullthings.To whom I anfwere,that for things moft negeflary in fuch 
cafes, I evercarry moft of them with me: And that, where-ever wee are, wee cannot poffibly a 
woid fortune, sf fhe once take upon herto perfecuteus. When Yamficke, I want nothing that is 
extraordinary:wbat nature cannot worke in me, will not havea Bolus,or a glifter co effedt, 
Acthe very beginning of my agues or fickneffes that caft me downe, whilft 7 amyet whole 
in my fenfes and necre unto healch, /reconcile my felf to God by the laft duties of a Chriftis 
an; whereby / finde my felfe freeanddifcharged 5 andthinke Zhavefo much more reafon 
and authority over my fickneffe, J finde leffe want of notaries and counfell, then of Phy fiti- 
ons. What Zhave not difpofed of my affaires or fetledofmy ftate when J was in perfect 
health, lec nene expect J fhould doe it being ficke. Whatever J will docfor the fervice of 
death, is alwayes ready done. dare nos delay ic oneoncly day. And if nothing be done, it 
is as much to fay,thar either fome doubt hath delaide che choife: For , fomsetimes it isa good 
choice, not tochu(e at all: Or that abfolutely 7 never intended to doe any thing. Zwrite my 
booke to few men,and to few yeares. Had it beenca matter of lating continuance, it fhould 
have beene compiled in a bettet and more polifhed language: Accorcing tothecontinuall 
variation,that hitherto hath followed our French tongue. Who may hope, thacit’s prefene 
forme fhall be inufe fifty yeares hence? J¢ dayly changeth and flips ourhands : and finee I 
could {peake che fame, it is much alered and wellnigh halfe varied. We fay it is now come to 
a full perfeétion. There is no age but faith as much of hirs, It lies notin my power, {0 long 
as it glideth and differeth andalcereth as it doth,to keepe it ata ftay. It is for excellent and 
profitable compofitions to faften it unto them,whofe credit fhall either diminith or encreafe 
according to the fortune of our ftate, For all that, Ffeare not to infert therein divers private 
articles, whofe ufeis confumed amongft men living now adayes : and which concerne the 
particular knowledge of fome,that thall further feeintoic, then with acommon underftane 
ding. When al is done, I would not (as I ofté {ee the memory of the deceafed toffed too and 
fro)that men fhould defcant and argue, 7: bus and thus be judged,thus he tived,thus he went :had 
he [poken when his life left bim, be wouldhave given Iwot what : There is no man knew bim better 
shen my felfe, Now, as much as modeftie and decorum doth permic me , I here giveatatte 
of any inclinations and an effay of my affcétion: which I doe more freely and more willing- 
ly by word of mouth,to any thar fhall defirero be throughly informed of them. But (0 itis, 
that ifany man fhall looke into thefe memorials, he fhall finde that either I have {aid all, or 
deffeigned all. What I cannot expreiic,the fame I point at with my finger. 


gate, lib, t-419 Verum aximofatis bas veftigia parva fagacs 
Stentper qua poffis cognofcere catera tute. 
But chis {mall footing toa quicke-fent minde 
May ferve,whereby fafely che reft to finde. 


[leave nothing to bee defired or divined ofmee. If one muft entertaine himfelfe with 
them, J would have it tobe cruly and juftly.7 would willingly come from the other world, 
co give him the lie,that fhould frame me other then Z-had beene : were it he meant to ho- 
nour mee, 2 {ce thatof the toing , men never (peake according to br. wth, ava they are ever made to 
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be what they are not. And if with might and maine | had nor vpheld a friend of mine whom 
T have lacely loft,he had furely beene mangled and torneina thoufand contrary fhapes.Bue 
to make an end of my weake humours : I confefle, chat in trauelling I feldome alight in any 
place or come co any Inne,but firft of all I caft in my minde whether I may conueniently lie 
there,if I fhould chaunee to fa'l ficke,or dying die at my eafe and cake my death quierly. J 
will,as nere as] can be lodged in {ome convenient part of the houfejand in particular from 
all noife or ftinking {auours;in noclofe, filthy or {moaky chamber. I feeketo flatter death 
by thefe frivolous circumftaces : Or as Imay rather fay,to difeharge my felfe from all othee 
trouble or encombrance; that fo I may wholly apply and attend her, who without that 
fhal! happily lie very heauy vpon me. I will have her take a full thare of my lives eafes and 
commodities; it isa great part of it and of much confequence, and-I hope it thall not belie 
whatispaft, Death hath (ome formes more ealie thé others, and affumech diucrs qualities; 
according co all mens fantazies, Among che naturall ones; that proceeding of weakenefle 
and heavy dulneffe, to me feemeth gentle and pleafane, Among the violent Imagine a prea 
cipice more hardly thena ruinethat ouerwheimes me:and a cutting blow with a {word,thé 
a fhot of an harquebufes and I would rather have chofen to drinke the potion of Socrates, 
then wound my {elfeas Catodid. And though it be all one yer doth my imagination per- 
ceiue a diffcrence,as much as is betweenedeath and life,co caft my felfeintoa burmsing fore 
nace,or inthe channell of a (hallow riuer, So fools (bly doth onr fearers/pect more the mecane,then 
the effett. Itis bar onc inftant;but of fuch momenr,that to pafle the fame according co my 
defire, 1 would willingly renounce many of my lives-dayes, Since all mens ‘anc zies, finda 
either exceffe or diminution in her fharpneffe ;fince euery man hath (ome choife berweene 
the formes of dying, let vs triea little turcher,whether we can finde out fome one,free from 
all forrow and gricte. Might not one alfo make it feeme volupruous,as did thofé who died 
with Anthonie,and Cleopatra? omit to {peake of the fharpe and exemplar efforts;that Philo« 
fophy and religion produce. But among ft men of no great fame,fome have beene found(as 
one Petronins,& one Tigsllinus at Rome )engagedtomake thélelves away,who by therene 
dernetfe of their preparations have in a manner lulled the fame afleepe, They have madeit 
pallc and glide away,eué in the midft of the fecurity of their accuftomed paftimes & wan- 
ton recreations : Amongft harlors and good felowes:no (peech of comfort, no mention of 
will or ceftament,no ambitious affeation of conftancie,no difcourfe of their future condi« 
tion,no compunétion of finnes committed,no apprehenfion of their foules-health, ever 
troubling chem,amid {ports playes, bankereing,{urfetiin”, chambering, jefting, muficke and 
finging of amorous verfes : and all fuch popular and common entertainements. Might nog 
wee imitate this manner of refolution in more honef affaires and more commendable ate 
tempts? dnd fincerbere are deaths good unto wifemenand £20d vatofooles let vs find fame one that 
way be good nnto [uch as are betweene both. My imagination prefents me {ome ealie and milde 
countenance thereof,ind (fince we muft all die)co bee defired, The tyrants of Rome have 
thought, they gave thatcriminall offender his life,tco whom they gave the free choife of 


death. But Theophraftus a Philefopher fo delicate.fo modeftand fo wife,was he not forced by 
reafon,to dare ro utter this verfe,latinized by Cicero: 


Vitam regst fortena non fapientias 
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Poitune our life doth rule,» sak per. 
Not wifdome of the {choole, ae, 


Forrunegiuech the facilicie of my lives-condition fome aide 
time, wherein ic is neither needfull ner comberfome unto my people. Ic is a condition I. 
would have aceepted in all the feafons ofmy age+bur inthis occafien to truffle vp bag and 
baggage, andcake up my bed and welke : 7am particularly pleafed, rhar when I fhall die, I 
fhall neither breede pleafure nor cauleforrow in them, Sheehath caufed (which is theres 
compence of an arcift) that fuch as by my death may precendany materiall benefic,receiue 
thereby elfwhere, joncly a material! lo(fe and hinderance. Deach lies fometimes heavie 
VponVs.imthat icis burthenfomeco others: and intere(lech vs with their inteceft,almoft ag 
much as with ours: & /ometimes morésyea altogether/In this inc6ueniency of lodging chae 
J feeke,Z neither encermix pompe nor amplitudesFor J rather hate it. But-a certaine fime 
ple and humble Propricuic,which is commonly found in places where leife Arte is & chaz 
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nature honoureth with fome grace peculiar unto her felfe, Now ampliter fea woinditer ConvES 
vines.P lus falis quam (umptus. Not a great, bura neat feaft, More conceit then coft 
Andthenit is for thofe, who by their vrgent affaires are compelled co crauell in the midft 
of deepe Winter, and amongft the Grifons, to be furprized hy fuch eztreamities in their 
journies, But I, who forthe moft part neuer trauell, but for pleafure, will neither bee fo ill 
advifed nor fo imply guided. If the way be foule on my right hand,| take the left sIf I find 
my felfe ill at eafe orvnfit co ride, I ftay achome, Which doing,and obferving this courfe, 
in very truth I fee no place, and comeno where, that is not as pleafant,as convenient,andas 
commodious as mine owne houfe. True inis,thac I ever find {uperfluitie fuperfluous : and 
obferve akind of troublefomeneffe in delicaceneffe and plenty. Have Iomitted or left any 
thing behind me that was worth the feeing?I returne backe; Icisever my way, lam never 
out of it, Itraceno certaine line,ncither right nor crooked. Comming to any ftrange place, 
finde I not what wastold mee? As it often fortuneth, thac others iudgements agree not 
with mine, and have moft times found chem falfe, I grieve not ar my labour: Ihave learned 
that what was reported to bee there, is not. I have my bodies complexion as free, and my 
tafte as common, as any man inthe world. The diverfity of fafhions becweene one ando- 
ther Nations, coneerneth me nothing, but by the varicties-pleafure. Each cuftome bath his 
reafon. Bee the trenchers or dithes of wood, of pewter or of earth: bee my meate boyled, 
rotted or baked?butter or oyle,and that of Olines or of Wall-nutsshot er colde? I make no 
differencezall is one tome: Andas one,thatis growing old;Laccufe the generous faculties 
and had need that delicarenetfe and choife, fhould ftay the indifcretion of my appetite, and 
fometime eae and folace my ftomacke, When I have beene out of France, & that todo me 
curtefie;sfome have asked me, Whether I wouldbe ferved after the French maner,] have je~ 
ftedat them, and have ever thruft-in amongftchethickeft tables andfulleft of flrangers. I 
ata afhamed to {ee our men befotted with thisfoolith humor,to fret & chafe,when they fee 
any fafhions contrary to theirs. They thinke themfelves out of cheir element,when they are 
out of their Village: Whereever they come they keepe their owne country fafhions,and 
hate,yea and abhorre all range manners: Meet they a countriman of theirs in Hangary,they 
feaft that good fortaue : And what doe they ? Marry clofe and joyne together,to blame, to 
condemne and tofcorne fo many barbarous fafhions asthey fee. And why not Barbarous, 
fince not French ? Nay happily chey are the better fort of men, that have noted and fo much 
exclaimed againftthem, Moftrake gaing out butfer comming home. They travell clofe 
and covered,with a filent and incommunicable wit,defending themfelves from the conta» 
ion of fome vnknowneayre, What I{peake of fuch,puts mee in mindein the like matter. 
ofthat Zhave heretofore perceived in fome of your young Courtiers, They onely converfe 
with men of their coate ; and with difdaine or pitty looke vpon vs,asif we were men of an- 
other world. Take away their new fangled, myfterious and affeéted courtly complements, 
and they are out of theirbyafe. As farre cofeckeand fhort of vs,as we of them. That fay« 
ingistrue; That An boneft man is aman compounded. Cleane contrary,| travell fully glutted 
with our fathsons :Not to feeke Gaskoines in Sicilie? 1 have left over many at home. I rae 
ther feeke for Grxcians and Perfians: Thofe I accoft, Them I confider,and with fach I en- 
devour to be acquainted: to thar | prepare & therein I employ my felfe.And which is more, 
me feemeth,! have not met with many maners,that are not worth ours, Indeed I have noe 
wandred farre,(carfly have I loft che fight of our Chimnics. Moreover, moft of the cafuall 
companies you mecte withall by the way, have more incommodity than pleafure tamatrer 
I doe not greatly take hold of, andleffe now that agedoth particularizeand infome fore 
fequefter me from common formes. You fuffer for other, or others endure for you, The 
onc inconvenience is yrkefome, the other troublefome : but yet the laft is(in my conceipt) 
more rude, Itis arare channce, and fildsfeene fortune, bur of exceeding folace and ineftsmable 
worth, to have an honef? msan, of fingular experience, of a found indgement, of are/olute under {tan 
ding avd conftant refolution,and of manners conformable to yours,to accompany or follow you with @ 
god will, 1 have found great want of fuch'a onein all my voyages. Which company a man 
mutt feeke with difcretion and wich great heed obraine,before he wander from home. With 
me no pleafure is fully delightfome without communication : and no delight abfolute, ex- 
eept imparted. I doe not fo much as apprehend one rare conceipt,or pereive one excellent 
good thoughtin my minde,bue me thinks T am much grieved and gricuoully i agp 
ave 
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have produced the fame alone,and that I have no fympathizing companion to impart it un- 


to. Sicum hac exceptione detur [apientia, ut ilam inclufams teneans, necenuncsems,reyciams. If wife 
dome [honid be offered with this exception, that I foould keepe it concealed, and not utter it, L would 
refnfest. The other ftrain’d it one note higher. Ss contig 


rims afflucntibus copys, quam omnia, que cognitione diguafunt, (ume otio (ecumip(e confideret 
fi ‘ 


c& contempletur, ramen fi olitudotanta fit, ut hominem videre non poffit, excedat evita, If a wife 
san night lead [uch alife, as sn abundance of al things hee way in fall gusee contemsplare and conf. 
der all things worthy of knowledge, yet sf he mut be fo folsrary as he may fee mo man, he frould rather 
leave fuch alife. Architas his opinion is furableto mine, which was, that it would be athing 
unpleafing to the very heavens,and diftaftefull to man, to (urvay and walke within thofeim=s 
menfe and divine and coeleftiall bodies, without che affiftance of a friend or companion: Fez 
is st better to be alone, than sn tedious and fooli/, company. <Ariffsppue lovedto live as an alicn or 
ftianger every Where: 
Me fi fata mets paterentur ducere vitam Ving, dewdlibyg, 
eA n{picys, 
If faces would me permic 
To live as I thinke fir, 
Ifhould chafe to weare our my life with my bum inthe faddle, ever riding. 
usfere geftiens, Hor.car lib,3, 
Qua parte debacchenturignes, 64,3 05 45 


Q vancbulepluvyquereres. 

Delighting much to goe and fee 
Where firy heats rage furioufly, 
Where clouds and rainy dews moft be, 

Have younot more eafic paftimes ? What is it you want 2 Is not your houfe well feated, 
and in a good and wholefomeayre ? Sufficiently furnithed, and more then fufficiently capa- 
ble?His Keyall Majefty hath in great ftare beenc inthe fame, and more chen once taken his 
sepaft there, Doth not your famuly in rule and goverament leave many morc inferior to hir, 
tk an above hir eminency ? Isthere any locall thought or care, that as extrordinary doth ul- 
Cerate, or as indigeftible doth moleft you? 

QO ete nunc coquat co vexet [ub peffore fixe, 
Which now boyles mthy breft. 


Exni,Ccic.$e 
And lei’s thee cake no reft. neit.p 
. - . ° a) 
Where doe you imagine you may bee without empeachmenc or difturbance ? 


Nunquans 
Simpliciter fortuna indulges. Fortune never favours fully withowt exception. You fee then, there 
isnone but you chat rroubleand bufic your (elte:and every where you hall follow your {elf, 
and inall places you hall complaine. For, Here beiow there is nofatisfattion or content, ex= 
cept jor brutall or divine mindes. He who in{o juft an occafion heth no content, where doch 
he imagine to finde it? Vato how many thoufands of men, doth {uch a condition as yours, 
bound and flay the limics of their wifhes ? Reforme but your jelfe by that you may doe all: 
Whereas towards fortune you haveno 

wifi quamratio compofwit. There is no pleafing fetledrest, but {ach as» eafos bath made “pel fee the 
reafon of this advertifement, yes I perceive it wel. But one fhold fooner have done and more 
percinently,in one bare word to fay vnto me:Be wife. This refolution is beyond wifedome. It 
is bir Worke and hir produ@tion.$o doth the Phyfition,that is ever crying toa languithing, 
heart- broken ficke man,that he be merry and pull up a good hearr;he fhould leffe foolifhly 
perf{wade himit he did but bid him,T¢ be healthy: as for me, J am but a man of the common 
ftamp. 7c isa certaine,found and of eafie underftanding precept:Be content with your ownes 
that 1s to fay, with reafon:the execution Wherof norwithftanding is No more inche wifer fort 
than in my felf:7t isa popular word,but it hach a terrible far-reaching cxtention. What com- 
prehends ic nor? 4Z things fall w thin the compaffe of difcretion and modification Vel Iwor,thac 
being taken aec: ding to the bare letter, che pleafure of rravell b: ings aceffimony of unqui- 
etneffe andirre(olution, Whichto fay truth, are our miftriffe and predominant qualities, 
Yea, J confeife ir:/ ‘ce nothing, bee it bur adreame or by withing, whereon J may cake 

hold. Onely varictieand the polfeffion of diverfitie doth {atisheme + if at leaft any ching 

fatisfic mee, Zs travell his doth nourifh mace, that without intereft J may flay my (elfe and 
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thatk ha ve meanes commodioufly to divert my felfe from it. I lovea private life, becaufe it 
is by mine owne choice, chat I love it,not by a diffidence or difagreeing from a publike lifes 
which peradventureis as much according to my complexion. Ithereby ferve my Prince 
more joyfully and genuinely, becaufe it is by the free election of my judgement and by my 
reafon, without any particular obligation. Andthat | am net caft er forced thereunto , be- 
caufe I am unfit te be received of any other, or am not belovedsfo ofthe reft. J base thefe 
suerfels hat weceffitie doth carve mee. Every commoditic, of which alone] wereto depend, 
“{yould ever hold me by the throat: 

Alter rewens aguas alter mibiradst arenas, 
Let me cut waters with one oare, 
With th’other fhave the fandie fhoare. 
One ftring alone can never fufficiently hold me. You will fay, there is vanitie in this am 
muferment. Buc where not ? Andthele geodly precepts are vanitie, and Afeere vanitis is 
Pfalig3.31- ay worldly wifederme. Donsines nevit cogstasiones fapientnms,quoniam vane fant. The Lord knewes 
rhe thorghts of she wife, that they are vaine Such cxquifite fubrilities,are onely fit for fermons, 
They are difcourfes, that will fend us into che ether World on herfebacke. Life ts a wsaterial 
and corporal metion, an abtion imperfetl and diferdered by its owne effence : | employ erapply 
my felferoferve it according co it felfe. 
Quique fuos patimnr manes: 
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Virg, Aen. |6- All of us for our macric, 
Ci 2 tbc Have fome attending {pirit. 


Sic est faciendum, ne contra natwram univer/aws nibil contendamms, ca tamen confervata, prow 
priam fequamar. We wuft fo werke, as we endevowr nothing againft nature in genera, yct fo ob- 
serve ts, as we follow our ewne in /peciall, To What purpofe are thefe heaven-locking and nice 
points of Philofophic, on which no humane being can eftablifh and ground it felfe? And 
co what end ferve thefe rules,chat exceed ourufe and excell our ftrength? I often fee, that 
there are certaine Ideaes or formes of life propofed unto us, which neither the propofer nor 
che Auditors have any hope at all to follow;and which is worfe, no defire to attaine. Of the 
Jame paper, whereon a Indge writ but evew now the condemnation again an adulterer, hee will 
teare afcautlin » therconte write forme love-lines to hisfellow-indges wife. The fame woman from 

wher yor carne Lately, and with whone yon Lave committed that unlawfuh-pleafing (pert, willfoone 

after even inyour prefence, raile and {cold wore bitterly againft the fame faule on ber neighbenr, 
thanever Portia or Lucrece com/d, And fome condemne mew to die for crimes, that themfelves 

efteeme no fanits.1 have in my youth feena notable man with one hand co prefent che peo- 

ple moft excellent and well-written verfes, both for invention and extreme licentioufnei{e 5 

and with the other hand, acche fame inftanr, the moft fharpeerailing reformation, accor- 

ding to Divinitie, that happily the World hath feenethefe many-many yeeres, Thws gees 

she world, and fo gee men.\We lec the lawes and precepts follow their way, but wee keepeano- 

ther courfe : Not ongly by diforder of manners, but ofren by opinion and contrary judge. 

ment. Hare but a difcourfe of Philefehhy read ; che invention, the cloquence and the 
pertinencie,doth prefencly tickle yonr{piritand moove you. There is nothing tickleth or 
pricketh your con{cience : itisnotteher thar men fpeake, Is it nortrue ? edriffon (aid, 

chat Neither Bath nor LeClure are of any werth,exeept the one wafh cleane,and the other cleanfe ab 

fileb away. One may bufie himfelfe about the barke, whenoncethe pith is gotten our : As 

when we have drunke off the Wine, we confider the graving and workmanfhip of the 

cuppe: In all the pares of ancient Philofophie, this one thing may be noted, chat one fame i 
worke-man publifhech fome rules of temperance, and therewithall fome compofitions of 
love and licentiou{netfe. And Xenophosin Cliniaes bofome, writ againft che Ariftippian ver- 

tue. Ic is not a miraculous converfien, that fo doch waveand hull chem co and fro, Butit is, 

that So/en doth fometimesreprefent him(elfe in his owne colours,and fometimes im forme of 

a Law-giver:now he fpeaketh for che multitude, and new forhimfelfe. And takes the free 
and natural! rules co him(elfe; sesbigcie 2 himft elfe wich aconftanc and perfeét foundneffe.. 
Fav. fab. 30 Curentar dubs; medicis maiorsbns 2gr0. 

32g Let patients in great doubt, 

Sceke great Phyfitiansour. 
Antifthenes alloweth a wile manto love and doe what he lift, without refpedt of Iawes 
efpeciall 
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{pecially in things he deemeth necdfull andf&ic ; Worafmuch ashehath 2 better underftane 

ding than they, and more knowledge of vertue, His Ditciple 


. 


Diogenes {aid To pertarbatians 
: we foonld oppofe, realen, to fortune, confidence:and to lawes, natwre: Tr dainty and tender fomacks, 
confirained and artifictall erdinances, Good ftomackes arefimply ferved with the Prefcripri- 

‘ ons of their naturall appetite. So do our Phifitions, who wh 


Uft they cie their Patiencs tog 
, ftrik’c dict of a panada or a firope,feed themfelves upona melone, daincy fruits, much good 


, mcat,and drinke all maner of good Wine. I wor ner what Bookes are,nor what they meane 
by wifedome and philofophy (quoth the Curtizan Lais) bur fure Lam, thofe kinds of people 
knocke as often at my gates, as any other men, Becaufe our licencioufnetle cran{ports us 


commonly beyond what is lawfull and allowed,our lives-precepts & lawes have often been 
wrefted or reftrained beyond univerfall reafon, 


‘ Neme fates credit taninm delinguere, quantum, INV. abi 463335 
; Perwsttas. 

No man chinkes it enough (0 farre v’offend 

. As you give lawfull leave(and thereto end) 

Ic were co be wilhed, there werea §reater proportion betweene commandement and ¢- 

f 


bedience:And unjuft feemeth that ayme or goale wherete one cannot pelfibly attaine. No suan se fe 
exqusfizely honeft cr upright in isving, but brings alt bis afbions and thoughts within compalfe and 
danger of the lawes,and thas ten times in has Life might net lawfully be hanged, Yea ha ppily fuck 
aman, as it Were pitty and dangeroufly-hurtfull co loofe,and moft unjuft co punith him 
Olle quid ad te, 

De cute quid faciat ille vel ila fia; 

| Foole,what haft thou te doe, what he or the atart.bi, 7°epig 
With their owne skinnes or themfelves doing bee? : 


9 ele 
And fome might never offend the lawes, chae nocwithftanding fhould ot deferve the 
commendations of vertuousmen : and whem 


philofophy might meritorioufly and juftly 
caufe to be whipped.So troubled, dimme-fighted and partial is this relation, Hee ave farre 
enongh from being hone ff according to God: Fer, wee sannet be [uch according te our felwes. Fim 
mane wifedome conld never reach the duties, or attaine the Aevoires itbad prefcribed wuto it felfe. 
Andhad it at any time attainedthem, then would it doubrleife prefcribe fome others be- 
yond them, to which it might ever afpire and pretend, So gre 


at an enemy is our condition 
unto confiftence, Mandoth neceflarily ordaine unro himfelfe to bee in fault. Hee is noe 
vety crafty, co meafure his duty by the reafon of another — 


»thanhisowne. To whom 
prefcribes hechat,which hee expects no man, will performe?Is he unjuftin nor dooing thar, 
which he cannot poffibly atchieve? The lawes which condemn 


cus, notto be ables cons 
demne us for that we cannot performe, Ifthe worft happen, this deformed libertic, for one 
to prefenc himfelfe in cwo places, and che ations after one fafhion, the difcourfes after an as 


ther;is lawfull in chem,which repore things: Bucie cannot be in them, chat acknowledge 
themielves as { doc. I muft walke with my penne, as] goe with my fecte. Thecommon 
high way muft have conference with other waycs. Catocs vertue was Vigorous, beyond the 
cafon of the age he lived in:and for aman that encermedled with governing ocher men,de- 
ftinaced for the common fervices it might be faid to havebeenea juftice, ifner un jaft, ac 
leaft vaine and our of feafon. Mine owne manners, which {carfe difagree onc inch from 
thofe now currant, make me notwithftanding in fome fort, ftrange, uncouth and unfociable 
to my age. } wor not, whether it be without reafon, I am fo diftafted and out of liking with 
the world, wherein J liveand frequene : but well I know,] fhould have {mall reafon to com- 
plaine,the world were diftafted and out of liking with me, finceIam fo with it, The vertue 
alligned to che worlds affaires, it isa vertue with fundry byafes, turnings, bendings and els 
bowes,to apply and joyne it felfe co humane imbecilitie:smixed and artificiall:meicher right, 
pure or conftant,nor meerely innocent. Our Annales even to this day, blame forme one of 
Ont Kings,to haveover-fimply fuffered himfelf to beled or mj fled by the confeientious per- 
{wafions of his Confeffor, Afatters of (tase Lave more bold precepts. 

—~—extat aula, 


nivel Fepi Lucan, beli,civi 
ns vuls ¢ ¢ pims. : 4b. 1.493, 

He that will godly bee, 

FromCourc let him be fice. 


Lhave 
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I have heretofore affayed to employ my opinons and rules of life, as new, as rude, as im- 
pclithed or as unpolluted, as they were naturally borne with me,oras 1 have attained chem 
by my infticution; and wherewith, ifnot {o commodioufly,at leaft fafely in particular, I 
ferve mineowneturne , unto the fervice of publike affaires and benefit of my Commene 
wealth, A {cholafticalland nevice vertves but I have found them very wnapt and dange- 
rous for that purpofe, Hethat goeth ina preife or throng of people, muft fometimes ftep 
afide, holdin his elbowes ; crotle the way, advance himtelfe, ftarc backe, and forlake the 
right way,zccording as it falls out: Live he not fo much as he would himfelfe,but as others 
will, not according to that he propofeth to himfelfe, but to that which is propofed to him: 
accerding to times, to men and to affaires, and as the skilfull Mariner, /aile with the winde, 
Plato faith, that who efcapes untainted and cleane-banded from the managing of the world ; ef- 
capeth by fome wonder. Hefayes alfo, chat when he inftitutcth his Philofopher as chiefe 
over a Common-wealth,he meanes nor a corrupted or law broken comonwealth, as that of 
edthens;& much leffe,as ours, with which wifedeme herfelfe would be brought toa sone plus 
or put to her fhifts. And a good hearb,tran{planted into a foile very diverfe from her nature, 
doth much fooner contorme it felfe tothe foile,then it reformeth the fame to it {clfe,] fee~ 
lingly perceive that if I were wholly co cnure my felfeto fuch occupations,! fhould require 
much change and great repaiting. Which could I effeé in me(and why not with timeand 
diligence? )I would net, Of char little which in this vocation } have made triall of, I have 
much diftafted my felfe: Ifometimes finde certaine temptations arife in my minde,cowards 
ambition, but] ftart afide, bandie and opinionate my felfe tothe contraric: 

et tu Catuhe obffinatus obdnra. 

Be chow at any rate; 

Ordurate,obftinate, 
J am not greatly called,and I invite my felfeas little unto it. Libertie and idlenefIe,my chiefe 
qualities, are qualities diamererly contrarieto that myftcrie. Weknow norhow to diftins 
gnifh mens faculties. They have certaine divifions and limirsuneafic and over nice 10 be 
chofen, To conclude by the fufficiency of a prevate life, any fufficiency for publike nfe, st is sll cons 
claded « Someone dircéts himfelfe well, chat canner {o well dire& others ; and compofeth 
Bilayes,that could not worke effe&ts. _Someman can difpofe and order a fiege, that could 
but ill commaundand marfhall a batrel: and difcourfeth well in private, thac toa multitude 
or a Prince would make buta bad Oration. Yea peradventure, tis ratherateftimony to 
him that can doe one,that he cannot doe the other, but otherwife. I finde that high {pirits 
are not much leffe apt for bafe thiugs,then bafe {pirits are for high matcers,Could it beima- 
gincd,that Secrates would have given the Achenians caufe to laugh at his own charges,be« 
caufe he could never iuftly compe the fuffrages of his tribe, and make report thereof unto 
the coun(ell?Trucly the reverence I beare,and refpeét Towe unto chat mans perfeftions; 
deferveth that his fortune bring to the excufe of my principal imperfeétions, one fo notabie 
example. Our fufficieneie is retailed into {mall parcels. Mine hath no latitude, and isin 
number very miferable. Saturninus an{wered thofe, who had conferred all authority upon 
him, faying.Ob you my fellow fonldiers, you have loft a good Captasne, by creating hima bad Gea 
neral ofaneArmic. Who intime of infe@tion vanteth himfelfe, forrhe worlds-fervice,to em< 
ploy a genuine or fincere vertue, either knowesit not, (opinions being corrupted with mae 
ners;ingoed footh, heare but them paint it forth,marke how moft of them magnifiecheme 
(elves for their demeanours, and how they forme their rulessin liew of pourtraying vertue, 
they onely fer forth meere injuftice and vice, and thus falfe and adulrerate they prefenc the 
(ame to theinfticution of Princes) or if he know it, he wrongfully boafteth him(clie; and 
whatever he faich, he doth many things whereof his owne con{cience accufeth him. ] fhould 
eafily believe Seneca, of the experience he made of it in fuch an occafion, upon condition he 
would freely {peake his minde of itunto me, The honowrableft badge of goedneffein /nch a ne~ 
ceffitie, is ingenton|ly for aman to acknowledge botio bis owne and others faults ; to ftay and with his 
mizht, hinder the inclination towards evill : and avieto fokow thisconrfe, to hope and wif better. 
In thefe difmembrings or havocks of France,and divifions whereinto we are miferably falne, 
I perceive every man cravell and bufie himfelfe co defend his owne caufe,and the berter fore 
with much diffembling and falichood. Heechat fhould plainely and roundly write ofic, 
fhould write rafhly andvicioufly. Take the beft and jultelt part, What is ic ¢lic bue a 
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member of crafed,worme-caten and corrupted body?But of (uch abody the member leaft 
ficke,is called found :and good reafon why, becaufe our qualities have noritle but in com- 
parifon, Civill innocency 1s meafured according to places and feafons.J would be gladto 
feefuch acommendatiom of Ageflaus in Xenopbon, who being entreated of a neighbour 
Prince, with whom he had fomecimes made warr,to fuffer him to patfe chrough his countrie; 
was therewith well pleafed?granting him free paffage through Pe/opoxne/e, and having him 
at his mercy,did nor only not emprifon nor enipoifon him,but according to the tenonr of 
his promife, without thew, or offence, or vnkindeneife,enrertained him with all courtefic & 
humanirie. To fuch humours, it were a matrer of no moment ; Acother times & clfewhere, 
thelibertic and magnanimitie of fuch an a€tion hall be highly efteemed.Our gullifh Gaber- 
dines would have mockeat it. So little affinity is there betweene che Spartan & the French 
innocncie. We haue nocwithftanding ome honeft men amoneft vs; but ic is after our Fathi. 
on. He whofe manners arein regularity eftablifhed above che age he liuech in? lec him either 
wreft or muffle his rules ; or (which I would rather perfwade him )Icthim withdraw him- 
felfe apart andnot medle with vs. What fhall he gaine thereby? 

Egreginns (antlumaque virune fi cerne ,bimembri, 


Hoc monjirum puero,e> mirantt taws [ub aratro , Some fat. 36,64 


Pifcibus snventis c fete compare mula. 

SeelI aman of holineife and vertues rare 

To births bimembred,vnder wonderfull Plow fhares 
Fifh found,or moiles with fele,this monfter J compare. 

One may bewaile the better times,but not avoide the prefent ; one may defire other magiftrates 
but votwithftanding he muft obey thofe he bath : And happily itis more commendable to obey 
the wicked than the good.So long as the image of the received, allowedand ancient lawes 
of this Monarchie fhall be extant and fhine in any corner thereof; there will | be; there will 
Tabide. And if by any difafter they fhall chaunee to have eontradiGtion or empeachment 
amongft themfelves, and produce two faétions,of doubtfullor hard choife: my cleétion 
thall be ro auoide, AndifI can efcape this {torme, In the meane while, cither nature or the 
hazard of warre, fhalllendme thac helping hand. Tfhould freely have declared my {elfe 
betweene Ce/ar and Pompey. But betweene thofe three theeves which came after, where ¢i ~ 
ther one muft have hid himiclfe, or followed che winde: which | deeme lawfull, when rea. 
fon {way eth no longer. 


Quod dinerfus abis, Virg Aen libs 


W iether have you recourfe, 

So farre out of your courfe? 
This mingle-mangle is fomewhar befide my text. I ftragle out of the path; yerie is ra- 
ther by licence,then by vnaduifednetle; my fantafies follow one another : but fometimes a 
farre off,and looke one at another ; but with an oblique looke.7 have heretofore caft_ mine 
eyes vpon fome of Platoes Dialogues: bemolred with afantafticall variety : the firft part 
treateth of loue,all the latter of Rhetorick. They feare notchofe variances : and have a won- 
derfull grace in fuffering themlelvesto bee tranfported by the wind ; orto feemefo. The 
ticles of my chapters,embrace not allwayes the matter: they often bur glance ar it by fome 
marke; asthefe others, Andria,Ennnchas : or thefe , Sylla, Cicero Torqu tas. Tlove a Poes 
ticall kinde of march, by friskes, skips,ind!umps, Zt is an arre({aich P/ato)light, nimble, 
flecting & light braind. There are fome treatifes in P/urarke,where he forgers his cheame, 
where the drifc of his argument is mor found but by incidencre & chaunce, ali tuffed wich 
ftrange matter. Marke but the vagariesin his Demon of Sosrates. Oh God ! whatgrace 
hath che variation, and what beaurie chee ftartings and nimble efcapes; and chenm oft; 
when they feeme to employ carelefnetle and cafualtie : Itische vnheedie and negligent reae 
der that lofech my fubie&,and not my life.Some word or other fhall euer be foundin a 
cormerchat hath relationto itsthoughclofely couched, Iam indifcreetly and tumulruoufly 
at a fault; my ftilc and wit are ftill gadding alike. A lictle folly is tolerable in him chac wilk 
not be morefortithy fay our mafters precepts,and more their examples. Athoufand Poets 
labour and Janguifh after the profe-manner,but rhe beft ancien profes which I indifferencly 
fcatter hereand there for verfe,fhinech every where, with a poetticall vigour and boldneife, 
andreprefenteth fomeaire or touch of it's tury : Verily fhe ought to have the maiftry and 
: preheminence 
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preheminence given herin matters of fpeech. A Poet faith PJate)fcated on the Mufes 
footeftoole, doth ina furie powre out whatfoever commeth in his mouth, as the pipe or 
cockc of a fountaine, without confidering or ruminating the fame sand many things efcape 
him, diuerfe in colour,contrary in fubftance,and broken incourfe, Antient Diuinticisal- 
together Poefie( fay the learned) and the fit Philofophic,Ic is the original language of the 
Gods. Ivnderftand that the matter diftinguifheth ic felfe Ic fufficiently declareth where ie 
changeth, where it concludeth,where it beginneth, and where it reioyneth;without enter- 
lacings of words, joyning ligaments & binding feames wrefted.in for the fervice of weake 
and vnattentiveeares: & without glofling or expounding my felfe. What is he,that would 
not rather not be read at all,then read in drowfie and curforie manner : Nehileft tam utile, 
quod in tran(itw profit. TI here is nothing (@ profitable,that being lightly paff over,will doe good. IE 
to take bookesin hand were co learne chem: and if ro {ee were to view them;and if to runne 
them over were to feize vpon them, I fhould be too blame,to make my {elf altogether fo ig. 
norant as I fay. Since I cannot ftay the readers attention by the weight: A4aneo male, if I hap- 
pentoftay him by my intricate confufié : yea but he will afterward repent,that ever he am- 
mufed himfelfe about it. You fay true, but hee (hall have ammufed him{elfe vponits And 
there be humors,to whem vaderftanding caufeth difdaine, who becanfe they fhall not know 
what I meane will efteeme mee the better, and will conclude the myftery and depth of my 
fenfe by the ob{curitie: Which, to fpeake in good earneft,] hate as death,and weuld fhunne 
it. if ] could avoid my felfe. Arsftorle vaunteth in fome place to affcét the fame. A vicious 
affeétation, forfomuch as the often breaking of my chapters,I fo much vied in the begin. 
ning of my booke,feemed to interrupt attention.before ir be eonceiued: Difdaining for fo 
fictle a whileto colleét and there {cat it felfe : Ihave betaken my {elfero frame chem logers 
as requiring propofition and affigned leafure In {uch an occupation he to whom you will 
not giant one houre,you willallowhim nothing. And you doeneughtfor him,for whom 
you doe, but in doing fomeother ching. Sithence peraduencure! am particulacly tied and 
precifely vowed,to {peake by halves,tofpeake confufedly,to(peake difcrepantly. I there- 
fore hate this trouble-feaft reafon: And thefe extravigant projeéts, which fo much moleft 
yaans life,and thefe fo fubtle opinions,if they have any cruth;! deemeie over-deare,& find 
it reo incommodious. On the ether fide,/ labour co {er forth vanitieand make fortifhnefle 
to prevaile if ic bring me any pleafure, And without fo nicely controlling them, I follow 
mine owne natural] inclinations. ] haye elfewhere feene {ome houfes ruined, ftacues overe 
throwne,both of heaven and of earth: Bur men be alwaies one, All that istrue: & yetl can 
not fo often furuay the vaft roombe of that Citic fo great,fo populous and fo puiffane, but F 
as often admire and reuerencethe fame, The care avd remembrance of euillsis recommended 
wnto vs. Now have! from my infancic beene bred and brought vp with thefe: Ihave had 
knowledge of the affaires of Rome, long time before Ihad notice of thofe of my houfe. I 
knew the Capicoll, and its placforme, before I knew Lovure, the pallace of our Kings in 
Paris ;and the Riuer Tsber, before Seyne. Ihave moreremembred and thought vpon the 
fortunes and conditions of Lwcullus, Metellus and Scipio,then of any of our country-men. 
They are deceafed,and fois my father,as fully as they : and is as diftant from meand lifein 
cighteene yceres as they were in fixreene hundred: Whofe memoric,amitie, and focietie,I, 
notwithftanding omit notto continue, to embrace and conuerfe withall: with a perfc& 
and moft lively ynion. Yeaof mine owne inclination,! am more officious toward the des 
ceafed. They can no longer helpe chemfelves;but (as me feemeth ):hey require {o much the 
meie my ayde : Thereis Gratitude,and there appearech fhe inher perfeet luftre, A benehe 
is leffe richly affigned, where retrogradation and reflexion is. Arcefilaus going to vifit Ctt~ 
fibins that was ficke,and finding him in very poore plight, faire and foftly thruft fomemocy 
vndcr his boulfter,which he gave him: And concealing it from hir,left and gave himalfo 
@ quitance for ever being beholdingto him. Suchas have arany time deferved riédfhip 
© love or thanks at my hands,neuer loft in the fame,by being no |Sger with me.Thave bet. 
ter paidand more caretully rewarded them, being abient and when they leaft thoughe of 
it. I {peake more kindely and affe€tionately of my freinds,when there isleaft meancs,thae 
everit frill come rorheir eares, I have hereofore vndergone a hundred quarrels for the dee 
fence of Pompeyand Bratushiscaule, This acquaintance coneinucthto this day berweene 
vs. Exen of prefene shings, wee baveno other holde, but by our fantarie. Payee 
ene 
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felfe urrfit and unprofirable for this age,I caft my felfe to that other;And am {0 befetted with 
it that the face of che faid ancient, free, juft and florithing Rome, (for I neither love the birth 
nor like the old age of the fame) doth inrereft, concerne and paflionace me. And therefore 
ean | not fo often looke intothe fituation of their ftreets and houfes, and chofe wondrouse 
flrarige ruines,that may be faid to reach down to the Antipodes,bur fo often muft Iammnfe 
my felfeon them, Isit nature or by the error of fantafie, thar the {ceing of places, wee 
: know to have beene frequented or inhabited by men, whofe memory is cfteerned or men- 
tioned in ftories,doch in {ome fort move and ftirre us up as much or more,than the hearing 
of their noble deeds, or reading of their compofitions? Tanta vis admonitionis ineft in locis: Et 
td quidemin has urbe infimitumquacungue enim ingredimur, in aliquam bifporiam veftigiuns pore= 
mus. So greata power of Adwmonition isin the very place,eAnd that inthis City is moft infinite, for 
which way foever we walke, we fet our foote spon fome Fisstory, 1 am.much delighted with the 
confideration of their countenance,port and abilliments. I ruminate thofe glorious names 
becweene my teeth, and make mine eares to ring with the found of them, Egeillos veneror, 
& rantis nominibus femper affurgo.] do reverence thews.and at their names I do rife and wake cur 
refie:Of things but in fome fort'great, ftrange and admirable, I admire their conimon parts. 
I could withto fee them walke & fuppe cogerher, and heare their difcourfes. Je'were Ingra- 
titudeto defpife, and impietic ro negleé the reliques or images of fo many excellent,honcft 
good men,and cherewithall fo valiant, which I have feene live and die: And who by their 
examples,had wethe wit or grace tofollowthem, affoerd usfo many notable inftrudtionsé 
And Rome as it ftands now, deferveth to be loved : Confederated fo iong fince, and fharin 
titles wich our Crowne of France:Being the only comman and univerfall Cicie: The Seve- 
raigne Magiftrace therein commanding, is likewifeknowne abroad in divers other places. Ie 
isthe chicfe Metropolitan Citie of all Chriftian nations; Both French and Spaniards and 
allmen elfe arethereathome. To bea Prince of chat ftatc, aman needs but be of Chriftens 
dome,where ever it be feated. There's no place here on earth,chat the Heavens have embrae 
ced with fuch influence of favors and grace,and with {uch conftancie:Even her ruine is glo. 
-ticus with renowne, andiwolne with@glorie, 
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Landandis preciofior ruinis, 
Ev’n made more honourable: 
By ruines memorable. 

Low-levelled as the lieth, and even inthe tombe of hir glory, the yet referveth the lively 
image andregardfull markes of Empire. Vt palaw fi unoinloce gandentis epus effe nature. Se 
ab it iscleare,in one place 13 fet-forth the worke of nature in her jokity. Some one would blame 
himfelfe;yea and mutinic,to feele himfelfe tickled wich fo vaine a pleafure. Our humors are 
nor ever-vaine,that be pleafanr. Whatfoeverthey be, that conftantly content a man capas 
bleof common underftanding, I could not findein my heart ro moaneor pitty him. Tam 
much beholding to fortune,in afmuch as untill chis day, the hath committed nothing eutra- 
giouflyagainft me, or impofed any thing upon me, that is beyond my ftrength, or shal 
could not well beare. Icis ‘not baply her cuftome,to faffer {uch as ate not imporcunate of o- 
ver bufie with hir,to live in peace, 

Quanto quifqne fibs plura negaverit, 


ADys plura feret, nilcupientium, Hoy car. Gib.35 
Nuduscaftrapeto,multapetentibus, 94 5:16:23 s420f 
Defant multa, 


The more that men fhall to chemfelves denie; 
The more the gods will give them : threed-bare ¥ 
Follow the campe of them that nought defire, 
They ftill wane much, that ftill doe much require.’ 
If fhecontinuc fo, I thall depart very well conrent an@arisfied, 
nibil [aprae Kier. Cay [42,04 
Deos laceffo,—— 186215 
More than will ferve,to have 5 
Ot Gods I doe not crave. 
But beware the thocke : Thon/ands mifcaryin thebaven, andare baft away beingesterest 
. home. 


~ 


. Ovid. Metam, 
1,365 40, 
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home. Lamealily comforted with what fhall happen here when] am gone. , Things prefent 
trouble me fufficiently,and Jet methorowly a worke. 

Fortue catera matedo. 

The reft | doe commit 

To Fortune (as is fir.) 


Befides, 1am not tied with that ftrong bond, which fome fay, bindes mien to future times, 
by the children bearing their names,and fucceeding them in bonors:A nd being fo much ro 
be defircd, it may be I fhall wifh for them fo much the lelfc. lam by my felfebuar overmuch 
tied uoro the world,and faftned unro life : Lam pleafed robe in Fortunes hold by the cir 
cumftances properly neceflary co my ftare, without enlarging her Junfdiétion upen me by 
other wayes: And I never thoughr,that ro be without children,were a defeét, able to make 
mans life IciTe compleat and letfe contented. A barren flare or fer] vacation, have alfo 
their peculiar con me dities. Children are suthe number of things, that need not greatly bee deo 
fired 5 fpecially sx thefe corrupted dases wherein st wonid be fo-bard a matter to make them good, 
Bona jam nec najcs [cet sta corrupta [nt femina. We cannot now have good things (0 much as grow, 
the leeds are focorrupt. Yethave they juft cautecomoane them, chat. having once gotten y 
lofe chem untimely, Ze who left me my houte in. charge,confidering my humor, which was 
to flay ac home folittle, tore-faw I fhould beche overthrow of it. He was deccived:] am now 
as I came unto1r,if ne: fomewhai berrer, And that, without any Office or Churchliving ; 
which are no {mall helps. Asfor other matters, it Fortune have offied me no violent or 
extraordinary offence, to hach fhe not fhewed me any great favour or extracrdinary graces 
Whatfvever | have belonging ro it, that may properly be rermed her gifts, was there betore 
Icame uncoir;yeaand a hundred yeeres before, J particularly enjoy no eflential! good, or 
pol {I< notelid benefir, that I owe unto ber hiberalitie : Indeed fhe hath beftowed tome 
wind. pufft taveurs upon mic, which may rather be termed titular & honourable in thew,hé 
in (ubftance,of materiall ; And which,in good truths fhe hath nor granted, buc offered me, 
God he knowes,ro me, who am aleogether maccriall 5 nox fatished but with sealitie, which 
muft alfe, be m:flie and iubftantiall ; And who,if 7 durft confetTe it, would net rhinkeava- 
rice much leffe exculable then ambirien 1 nor griefe leffe evitable, chen fhame : nor healeh 
leife defirable,then learning:or riches, leiIe co be wifhed,then nobilitie. Amongft her vaine 
favours. J have none doth tomuch pleafe my fond {elfe. pieafing conceit, as an aurhenricke 
Bull, charter or pacent of denizonfhip or borgeoufhip of Rome, which ac my laft being 
there,was granted me by the whole Senare of thac Cirie: garith and tamly adorned with 

oodly Seales,and written in faire golden letters; beftowed upon me with all gracious and 
freeliberalicie. And forfomuch as they are cemmonly conferredin divers fti'es, more or 
leffe favourable ind chat before J had ever feene any, I would have bcene gladro have had 
bur a paterne or farmular of one, J will for the fatistaé& on of any, if he forrune co be poffef 
fed with fuch a curiofitie as mine,herefet down che ruc copy or tranfcript of it:& thus it ts. 


Quod Horatins Maxinsus, Martins Cecius, eAlexander Mutus, alone urbis confere 
vatores de Thu striffime viro Michacle Ad ontano. Eguite fantts Aduchaelis, & a Cubin 

cnlo Regis Clr iftran: ffims, Romana cvvitate donando, 4a Scnatum retulernut, S.P.Q R. 

de ca re sta fiers cen[ust. cones 

aq 

86 on vereri more co inftitute cupide illi emper fiudiofeg, frafcepts fint, qui virtute ac nobilitate 
praftentes magne Respnbisce noftra ufut aque ornamento furffent, vel cffe alsquando poffents 
Nos majorum noftrorem excmplo arque anttoritate permets, preclaram banc Confuetudwvem now 
‘bus smitandam acfervandam fore cenfemms. Quamaobrens chmlliufirifimus Adichael Mentanus 
Eques jantis Mu haclis,c&® acubiculo Regu c brifliansffims ; Romans nominss fiudiofiffimus, & fan 
wsslie taude arque (plendore & proprys virtmtwr merits digriffimus fit.qus /ummo Senatus Populig, 


- Romant judscto ac fiudio tn Romanam (suitatcm adjci{catur, piacere senatusP. QR. Iu firiffen 


wx Michaclems Montanuns rcbus omnibas ornati ffinsum,atg, huse inclyto Popnlo chars (finum.sp- 
[um poftere/¢, in Rom.civitatem adfershs,ornarid, ommbus & premys bonorsthus squsbn 5 ills frie 
sontnr,qss Covespatris yg, Romans nats ant jure optime facts funt.de que cenjere SenarwmP, Qu Re 
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smart se manne RT a _ ~ . 
‘fo%on tamilli Ine Civitatis largiriquans debitams tribwere,neque magis beneficinws dare quam ab ipe 
(fo accipere, qui boc Civitatis munere accipsendo, fingulars (svstatem s0fam ornamento atque honeré 
affeccrit. Quam quidem S. C. autoritatems ydewmC onfervatores per Senatss P . Q.R. feribas $8 
allareferri atqne i Capitol curia fervars, provslegsuemd, hujufmmods fiers, [olstog, nrbss figsllo come 
muniri curarunt. Anno ab wrbe cendito CX CCGXXX1. poft Christum natwm M.D.L xxx; 
III, Idus Aw ti}. 


Chap.9. 


Horatine Fufcus facri S.P Q.Rferiba. 
Vincent, Marsholas acre S.P.Q2.R.foribas 


: T the motion of Horatins Maximus, Martins Cecins, Alexander Adutus, who are Corie 

fervators of this beautifull Cittie concerning the endenizing and making Citizen of 
Rome the noble Gentleman -VMichael de Montasgne, Knight of the Order of Saint Afichaell, 
and one of the Chamber of the moft Chriftian King,the Senate & people of Rome thought 
good thereof thus toexaét, Whereas by the ancient cuftomc and good order, they have 
ever and with good will been entertained, who excelling in vertue and nobilitie have been; 
or at any time might be of any great ufe or ornament unto our common-weale: Wee, moe- 
ved by example & authoritie of our Auncefters, decree, That this notable cuftome, by us 
fhould be ettiued and obferved. Whetéfore,fithencethe right Noble Atichael de Afontaigne, 
Knight of Saint Adschae/s Order, and one of the chamber of the moft Chriftian King, both 
is meft affetionate unco the Roman name, and by the commendations and {plendor of hié 
pedegrec, as alfo by the merits of his proper vertues, moft werthe ro be adopted and infere 
ted into the Romane Cittie with a {peciall judgement and good will of che Senat: and pro. 
ple of Rome.It pleafeth the Senate and people of Rome thatthe right nobl Atichael de Mon- 
taigne, adorned in all complements, and well-beloved of this famous Communaltie, both 
him{elfe and his fucceffours fhould be afctibed and enfranchized into this Romane Cittie, 
and be graced with al rewards and honours,which they enioy,who either have been borne, 
or cleéted, either Citizen or Noble menof Rome. Wherein the Senite and people doe 
decree. That they doe not fo much vouch(afe him the right of their Citie, as give himchac 
is due unto him,nor doechey rather give him a benefice, then rective it of him, who by ac- 
cepting this gift of the Cittie,doth countenace the Cittie witha fingular ornament and ho- 
nour. Which Aé&t and authoritie of the Senatcs Decree : the faid Confervators eaufed by 
the Clearks of the Senate and people to be regifired and laid-up in the Capiroll Court, and 
this Priviledgeto be made and figned with che Cities wfuall Seale. In the yearefince che 
building of the Citie CX CCCXXXI. after the birth of Chiift athoufand five hundred 
eighty and one:the Ides of March. 


Horatins Fufcus, and Vincent Martholas (larks of the 
facred Senate and people of Rome, 


Being neither Bargesis nor Denizon of arly Cirie, 1 am well pleafed tobee fo, of the nos 
bleft and greaceft chat cver was hererofore, or ever (hall be hereafter. If others did {0 atrens 
tively confider and furvay themfelves as I doe, they {hall 4s I doe, finde themielves full of 
inanitie, fondneffe orvanity. Icannotberid of it,except I rid and quit my felfe. Weeare 
all poffeiT:d and overwhelmed therewith, as well one asthe other, But fach as have a 
feeling of it, have fomewhat che better bargaine : And yet I am not fure of it. Thiscom- 
mon opinion and vulgar cuftome, to looke and marke elfewhcre then on our felves, hath 
Well provided for our affaires. It isan obje& full-fraughe with difcontent, whetein We fee 
nothing but miferie and vanitie. To th’end we fhould not wholly be difcomforted. Nature 
hath very ficly caft the a@tion of our fight outward : Wee gee forirard according tothe flreame, 
but to turne our courfe backe to our felves, is a paineful motson : the {ea likewifers troubled, ra- 
Bing and di/quicted, when riisturned and driven into it felfe. Obferve({aith every one)the 
motions and branflcs of che heavens : take a furvay of all:the quarrell of chis man, the pulfe 
of chat man,and snorhers loft reftament:to conclude, behold and maike ever, high or low, 
right or oblique, before or behind yous Ie was a paradoxall commandement, which thé 
God of Deipheslaid heeretofore upon us ; faying. View your felurs with fi;know your felves s 
and keepe you te your felves Your minde and your will, which elfewhere is confunied, bring 
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Bae? PRO OS FE I ae Oe Een ee ene Sr me eeernii 
ic unto it felfe againe, you {catter, you ftragle, you fttay, and you diftraét your felves : call 
your felves home againe;rowze and uphold your ‘elves: you are betrayed, you are fpoiled 
and diffipated ; your felvesare ftolen and taken from your felves.Sceft thou nor how all this 
univerfe holdeth all his fights compelled inward, and his eyes open to contemplate it felfe ? 
Both inward and outward it is ever vanitie for thee;but fo much leffe vanitie,by how. much 
leffe it 1s extended. Except thy felfe, Oh man, ({aid that God) every thing doth firft {ceke 
and ftudy it {elfe,and according to it’s neede hath limics to her travells, and bounds to her 
defires. There’s norone {0 thallow, fo empty, and fo needy asthouart who embraceft the 
whole world: Thou art che Scrutaror without knowledg,the magiftrate without jurifdictt. 
on:and when all is done,the vice of the play. 


CHAP. Xe 


1 
| a 
i How one ought to governe his will. 


1a 1s regard of the common fort of men, few things couch me, or (to fpeake properly } {way 
4 me:For it isreafonthey touch,fo they poffeffe-us not. I have greatncede, both by ftudy 

and difcourfe, to encreafe this priviledge of infenfibilitie,which 1s naturally crept farre into 
i me..am not wedded unto many things,and by confequence,not paflionare of them. Ihave 
4 | my fight cleare, but tied to few ob jeéts:My {enfes delicate and gentle; but my apprehenfion 
and application hard and dull: lengage my felfe with difficulty. As much as Ican, I employ 

4 my felfe wholly tomy felfe, Andinchis very fubje&t, I would willingly bridle and up- 
" hold my affeétion, left it be too farre plunged therein 5 Seeing itis a Subject I poffeffe at the 
mercy of others,and over which fortune hath more intereft chen my fi “lf, So as even in my 

healeh,which I fo much efteeme, it were requifite not to defire,nor fo carefully to feeke it,as 

thereby I might light upon intollerable difeafes. We mmf moderate our [elves, betwixt the bate 

ofpaine, andthe love of pleafure. Plato lets downea meane courfe of life betweene both. Burro 
affeétions that diftraét me from my felfe, and divert me elfewhere ; furely, to fuch Ioppofe 
my felfe with all my force. Mine opinion is,that one fhould lend himfelfe to others, and not 
give himfelfe but to himfelfe, Were my wil eaficco engage or apply ic felfe,I could not cone 
tinue:J am over tender both by nature and cuftome, Z 


Ovid.tviftslis 3% »Fagax rernms, Jecur aque in otia nates. 


: i Ch209s Avoiding aétive bufineffe, 

wa And borneto fecure idleneffe. 

a | Contefted and obftinate debates, which inthe end would give mine adverfarie advantage , 
i i the iffue which would makemy earneft purfuit afhamed ,- would ‘perchance torment mee 

PT cruelly.IfT vexedas othermen, myfoule fhould never have ftrength to beare th’alaroms 


and emotions, that follow fuch as embrace much, She would prefearly be difplaced by this 
inteftine agitation.}fat any time I have beenc urged to the managing of ftrange affaires, I 
have promifed to undertakethem with my hand, but not with my lungs andliver ; to 
; charge,and not to incorporate them into me, to haveacare, but nothing ar all to. be over 
ag ‘paffionate of them: I looke to them,but I hatchthem ner, I worke enough co difpofe and 
| ie dite the domefticall troubles within mine owne entrailes and veines, without harbouring, 
| or importune my felfe with any forraine employments: And am fufficiently interefled with 
my proper, natutall and effentiall affaires, without feeking others bufinetles. Such asknow 
how much they owe tothemfelves; and how many offices of their owne they are boundto 
ia ertorme, (hall finde that nature hath given them this commiffion fully ample and nothing 
al idle, Thou haf bufineffe enough within thy felfe, therefore Stray not abroad : Men givethem- 
_—— felves to hire. Their faculties are not their own, but theirs to whom they fabjeét themfelvess 
a their inmates,and not themfelves, are within them. This common humour doth nor pleale 
tne. We fhould thriftily husband our mindes liberty, and never engage it butupon juft oc. 
cafions, which ifwe judge impartially, are very few in number. Looke on fuch as fuffer 
themifelves to betran{ported and f wayed,they doe ixevery where.In little as wellas in great 
matters, 
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themfelves indifferently into all a€tions, and are without life,if withour tumultuary agicatie 
on. Innevoris funt, negotiy canfa,T bey arebufie that they may not be idle, or elfe in abl ion for atti. 
ons fake, T hey fecke worke but to be working.Ic is not fo much becaufe they will goe,as for 
that they cannot ftand full. Much like co arowling ftone, which never ftayes untill iccome 
to alying place, To forbe men, employment is a marke ef fufficiencie anda badge of digni- 
ty, Their {pirits fecke reft in a€tion,as infants repofe in the cradle, They may be faid,to be as 
ferviceable to their friends,as importunate to them(elves. No man diftributes bis mony to orbers 
but every one bis lifeand time. We are not fo prodigall of any ching, asof thofe whereof to be 
covetous would be both commendable and profitable for us. I follow a cleane contrary 
courfe,| am of another complexion: I ftay at home and looke co my felfe, What I with-for, 
I commonly defire the fame bur mildely,and defire but little: fo likewife I feldome employ 
and quietly embufie my felfe. What ever they intend and a, they do it with all cheir will 
and vehemency. There are fomany dangerous fteps, that forthe more fecurity, wee mutt 
fomewhat flightly and {uperficially flide through che world, and not force it.P/eafure it felfe 
$5 painefull in st’s height, 
————Siceahs per ignes; 

Subpofitos cineri dolofo, 

You patle through fire(though unfraid) 

Vnder deceitfull afhes laid. 
The towne counfell of Bourdeaux chofe me Major of their City, being farre from France, 
but further from any fuch thought. I excufed my felfe and would have avoided ir, But they 
told mee I was too blame ; the more, becaulethe Kings commandement was al{o employed 
therein, Itisa charge, fhould feeme fo much the more goodly, becaufe it hath neither fee 
nor reward; other then the honour in che execution. It laftech two yeares, but may conti- 
nuc longer by a fecond eleétion, which feldome hapneth.To me it was,and never had been 
buccwice before:Some yeares paft the Lord of Lanfac; aad lately to the Lord of Biron,Mar- 
thall of France,in whofc place | fucceeded 5 andleft mine co the Lord of Matigon, likewife 
Maifhall of France. Glorious by fo noble an afliftance, 

Veerque bonus pacis bellique minifter, 

Both,both in peaceand warre, 

Right ferviceable are, 

Fortune would havea (hare in my promotion by this particular circumftance, which (hee 

of her owne added thereuato ; not altogecher vaine. For e4/exander difdained the Corin- 
thian Ambailadors, who offred him the freedome and Burgeoile of cheir Cicie, but when 
they told him chat Bacchus and Hercules were likewife in their regifters,hee kindly chanked 
them and accepted their offer. At my fiftarriuall, I faithfully difciphered and confcientim 
oufly difplaied my felfe,fuch as I am indecde : without memorie, without diligence, with- 
out experience and. without fufficiencie, folikewife without hatred,withouc ambition, 
couctoulnelfe and without violence : that fo they might be duly inftruéted what fervice 
they might, or hope, or expeé at my hands, And forfomuch as the knowledge they had of 
my deceafed father,andthe honour they bare unso his memery,had mooued chemto chufe 
me to that dignitie,I told ‘them plainly, Ishould be vericforie,that any man fhould worke 
fuch an opinion in my will,as cheir affaires and Citichad done in my fathers, while he held 
the faid government, whereunto they had called me, Ircmembred to have feene him be- 
ing aninfant, and he an old man, his minde cruelly turmoiled with the publike toile, for- 
getting che {weet aire of hisowne houfe,whereunto the weakenes of his age had Jong be- 
fore tied him,negieéting the care of his health and family,in a maner defpiling his life, which 
as onc engaged forthem,he much endangered,riding long and painefull journies for them: 
Such a one was he: which humor proceeded from the bountie and goodneffe of his nature. 
Never was mindemore charitable or more popular. This courfe, which I commend ino- 
thers,I love notro follow:Neither am I withoutexcufe. He had heard, that 4 man mx ff fors 
get himfelfe for his neighbowr : that inrefpett of the generall,the particular was net to beregarded. 
Moft of the qworlds.rules and preceptshold this traine, to drive us out of our {elves inco the 
wide world,to the ufe of publike focietie. They prefumed to worke a goodly effet, in di- 
ftracting and Withdrawing us from our felves 3 fuppofing wee were by anatwrall inftinét, 
Gcca £00 tog 


matterssto thar which concerneth,as eafie as to that which toucheth them not. They thruft 


Fror.cav.l, 2,0d5 
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too-too much tied unte it:and to this end have not {pared to fay any thing. For tothe wife 
it is ro novelty,to preach things as they ferve,and not as they are. Truth hath her lets, dif . 
commodities and incomparabilities with us. VW ee muft not often deceive others, left we be« . 
guileour felves. And feele our eyes, and dull our underRtanding, thereby to repaireand a= 
mend them, Zwperiti enim jndicant, & qui frequenter in hoc ipfum falendi funt,ne errent. Fer 
nerskilfiell men judge, who muft often even therefore be deceived, loft they erre and bee deceived, 
When they prefcribe us, to love three, foure yea fifty degrees of things before our felves, 
they prefenc us with the Arte of fhooters,who to come necre the marke take cheir aime far 
above the fame. To make @ crooked flicke firaight, we bend it che contrary way. 1 fuppofe thac 
in the times of Pallas, as we {ee inall other religions, they had fome apparant myfterics, of 
which they made fhew toall the people, and others more high and fecret, to beimparted 
onely to fuch as were profefied, Icis likely, thatthe true point of triendfhip, which cvery 
man oweth to himfelfe,is to be found inthefe, Nota falfe amitie, which makes us embrace 
glory knowledgeriches,and fuch like, with a principall and immoderateaffeGtion, as mem- 
bers of our being;nor an cffeminate and indifcreet friendfhip ; Wherein hapneth as tothe | 
Ivie, which corrupts and ruines the wals it clafpeth:Buta found andregular amity, equal- 4 
ly profitable and pleafant. Who fo underftandeth all her duties and exercifeth them, heeis 
rightly endenized inthe Mufes cabinet: Hee hath attained thetype of humane Wifsdome 
and the perfeétion of our happinefic. This man knowing exaétly what hee oweth co him- 
{elfe,findeth, that he ought to employ the ufe of other men and of the world unto himifelfes 
which co performe, he muft contribute the duties and offices that concerne him unto pub. { 

| 

1 


like focietie. He that lives not fomewhat to orbers liveth ltrlero bims/elfe, Oxi fbi amicus eff, [cito 
Sen.epif..f,  bwnieamicum onmnibus cffe 3 He shat ss friend to himfelfe, know, he w friend teal, The principall 
charge we have, is every man his particular conduét. And for this onely wee live here. As 
he thar fhould forget to live welland religioufly, and by inftru@ting and direéting others 
fhould thinke himfelfe acquiteed of his duty, would be deemed a foole: Even fo, who fore 
faketh to live healchy and merrily himfelf,therwith coferve another,in mine opinion taketh 
abad andunnarurall courfe, Iwillnor, chat in any charge one fhall cake in hand, he refufe 
or thinke much of his attention, of his labour, of his fteps,of his {peech, of his fweat, and if 
needbe of his blood, 


Hor. tatlu4s0iy non spfe pro charis amicis, 
9.516, eAnt patria timiduspersre, 
, Not fearing life to end 
For Country or deare friend. 
Butit is onely borowed and accidentally 3 The minde remaining ever quiet and in healeh; 
not without ation, but without vexation or paflion, Simply to moove or be dooing, cofts 
it folitele,chat even fleeping it ismooving and dooing. Bucit muft have it’s motion with 
difcretion. For the body receiveth thechargesimpofeth him , juftly as they are: But the 
fpirit extendeth them,and often to his hinderance makes them heavy ; giving them what 
meafureit pleafeth. Like things are effeéted by divers efforts and difference contentions of 
will. The one may goe withoutthe other. For,how many men doe dayly hazardthem~ 
{elves in warre which they regard not, and preffe inco the danger of the battells, the loffe | 
wherof fhall no whit breake their next fleep? Whereas fome man in his own houfe, free from 
this danger,which he durft not fo muich’as have look’t towards it, is for che wars iffue more 
affionate,and therewith hath his minde more perplexed,than the fouldier, chac therin em- 

ployeth both his blood and life.I know how to deale in publike charges,wichout departing 
from my felfe : This fharpneffeand violence of defires hindrethmore, then ftcade the 
conduét of what we undertake, filling us with impatience to the cvents,either contrary or 
flow:and with bitterneffe aind jealoufic toward thofe with whom we negotiate. Wee never 
governethat thing well, wherewith we are poffeiied and direéted. 

Male cuntta miniftrat 


—— 


Tuspetns. 
Fury and hafte doe lay all watte, 


Mifplacing all, difgracing all, 


He whe therein employeth but his judgement and direGtion,proteeds more cheérefally : 
he 
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he faincs, he yeelds, he defetres at his pleafure according tothe eccafions of neceffity : hee 
failes of bis artempt,without torment or affliGtion: ready and prepared for a new enterprife. 
He marcheth alwaies with thereines in his hand, He cha is beforced wich this violent and 
tyrannical intention, doth neceflarily declare much indifcretion and injuftice. The vio- 
lence of his defiretran{ports him. They are rah motions,and if fortune helpe not much, of 
little fruit, Philofopbie wills us cobanifh choller inthe punifhment of effences ; not to the 
end revenge fhould be more moderate, but contrary, more weighty and furely fer on: where 
unto this violence feemeth tobcealet. Choller doth not onely trouble, but wearieth the 
executioners armes, This paflionate heat dulleth and confumes their force. As in too much 
{peede,, feffinatio tarda eft, Edasiwneffess flow, Hafte makes wafte, and hinders and ftayesic 
felfe : Ip/a fe velocitas implicat ; Swiftneffe entanglesirfelfe. As forexample, according asby 
ordinary cuftome | perceive, covetoulne({e hath no greater let, chenit felfes The more vie 
olent and extended it is,the leffe cffetuall and fruitfull. Commonly it gathers wealth more 
fpeedily being masked with a fhew of liberality. A very honeft Gentleman and my good 
friend,was likely to have endangered the health of his body, by an over paflionate attention 
and carneft affcétion co the affaires of aPrince, who was his Maifter. Which Maifter hath 
thus defcribed him(clfe unto.me : Thacasanother,he difcerneth and hath a feeling of che 
burthen of accidents : butfuch ashave no remedic, he prefently refolveth to {uffer with 
patience : Forthe reft, after he hath appointed neceflary provifions,which by che vivacitie 
and nimbleneffe of his wit hee fpeedily effeéts, hee chen attends the event with quistnetle: 
Verily , Ihave feene in him at oneinftant a great carele(neffe and libertie, both in his ati- 
ons and countenanee: Even imimporcantand difficult affaires. I finde him more magnani« 
mous snd capable, in badthen in goed fortune, His lof{esare co him more glorious,than 
his vidtories;and bis mourning than his triumphs. Confider how in meere vaine and frive- 
lous aétions, as at cheffe, tennis and fuch like fports, this earneftand violent engaging with 
an ambicious defire to winne, doth prefently caft both minde and limmes inte diforder and 
indiferetion. Whereina man doth both dazle his fightane diftemper his whole body. Heg 
who demeaneth himfelfc with moft moderation both in winning and loofing, is ever nec- 
reftunco himfelfe,and hach his wits beft abouthim. The Ieffe hee is mooved or paflionate 
in play, the more fafely doth he governe the fame, and to his greater advantage, We hinder 
che minds feazureand holdfaft, by giving her fo many thingsto feize upen, Some wee 
should onely prefent unto her,others taften upon her,and others incorporate into her. Shee 
may {ee and fecleall things, but muft onely feede on hir felfe : And bee inftrugted in thae 
which preperly concerneth her,and which meerely belongeth to her effence and fubftance. 
Thelawes of nature teach ms what isjuft and fir for as, After the wife-menhave coldus, that 
according tonature no manis indigent or wanteth, and that each-oneis poore but in his 
owneopinion,they alfo diftinguifh (ubtilly, the defires procecding from nature, from fach 
as grow from the diforders of our fantafie. Thofe whofe end may be difeerncd are meerely 
hirs;and fuch as flie before us and whofe end we cannot attaine, are properly ours, Want of 
goods msay cajily be cured,burthe poverty of the minde, is incurable, 

Nam fi,quod fatis eff bowsini id fatis effe poteffer, 

Hee fat erat,nune,quaw hoe won eft ,qus credinsus porre 

Divitias wllas animum mi explere poreffe? 

Ific might be enough, that is enough for man, 

This were enough, fince it is not, how thinke we cant 

Now any riches fill 

My minde and greedy will? 

Socrates feeing great ftore of riches, jewells and pretious ftuffe carried in pompe through 
the City: Ob bow many things (quoth he) doe not Idefire | Mdetroderus lived daily with the 
weight of twelve ounces of foode : Epicarns with leffe : Afetrecies in winter lay with theepe, 
and in faummer inthe Cloifters of Churches. Sufficit adid natura, quodpofcir, Nature is /uf- 
ficient for chat whicbitrequires. Cleanthes lived by his hands, and boafted, that if C/eanthes 
would, he could nourifh another Cleanthes. If that which nature doth exaétly and origi- 
nally require at our handes, forthe prefervation of our being; is ouer little (as in truth what 
it isjand how good cheape our lifemay be maintained, cannot better be known or expref= 
fedthanby confideration. Thatitisfe lictle , and for the fmalneflethereof, itis our of 
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I fhould likewife bee grieved at any inward purchafe ; I were better ina ranner, sever 3 
than fo late; tobecome an honeft man:and well praétifed tolive, when one hath nolon« 
ger life, I whoam ready to depart this World, could eafily be induced, to refigne the fhare 
of wifedome I have learn’r;concerning the Worlds commerce, to any other man new-come 
intothe world, Jeis even as good as Mustard after-dinner. what netde have Iof that goodly 
which I cannot enjoy ? Whereto ferveth knowledge, sf one have nohead ? It is aninjury and dil- 
grace of Fortune,to offer us thofe prefencs, which forfomuch.as they faile us when we fhould 

_ moft neede them, fill us with a iuft {pite. Guide meno more:I cango no longer. Of fomany 
difmembrings that Sufficiency hath, patience fufficech us. Give the capacity of an excels 
lent treble to a Singer, that hath his lungs rotcens & of eloquence,to a hermit confined into 
the Deferts of e-drabia, There needs no Arte to further a fal.I he end findes it felfein the finifos 
sng of every worke, My world is at an end, my forme is expired. 1am wholly of che time pafte 

' Andam bound to authorize the fame,and thereto conforme my iflue, I will fay chisby way 


Q uo mibi fortuna, finon conceditur uti? 
Whereto fhould I have much, 


If Ito ufe it grutch ? 


~~ Thetbird 
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Fortunes reach,and fhe can take no hold of it) let us difpenfe fomething els unt oour felves, 
and call che cuftome and condition of every-one of us by che name of Nature. Let us taxe 
and {tint and feede our felves according tothat meafure 5 let us extend both our appuree- 
mances and reckonings thereunto.For (o farre,mec feemes,we havefome excule: Cuflome is a 
ficond Nature , and noleffe powerfull. Whacis wanting to cuftome, I kold it adefeé& = 
And Jhad well nigh as leefe one fhould deprive mee of my life, asrefraine or much abridge 
mie of my ftate wherein I have lived folong, Jam no more upon termes of any great alcera~ 
tien nor to thruft my felf¢ into a new andun-ufuall courfe,no not roward augmentation : it 
is no longer time to become other or be transformed. And as I fhould complaine if any great 
adventure fhould now befall me, and grieve it came not in time that Imight have enjoyed 


Chap.10, 


of example;that the eclipfing or abridging ef tenne dayes, which the Pope hath lately cau 
fed, bath taken me fo low, that Ican hardly recover my {elfe. I follow the yeares, whercin 
| we were wont to compt otherwife, So long and antient a cuftome doch challenge and recall 
“ge to it againe, J am thereby enforced co be fomewhat an hereticke : Incapable of innova- 
tion,though correftive. My imagination mauger my tecth runnes ftill cenne dayes before, 
ortenne behinde,and whifpers in minceares + This rule toncheththofe, which are tocomes 
If health it felfe fo fweerly-pleafing, comes tome but by fittes, itis rather co give me caufe 
of griefe then polfcffion of ic felfe. Ihave no where left mee toretircit. Time forfakes:mes 
without which nothing isenjoyed. How {mall accompe fhould I make of thefegreat ele- 
&tive dignities I fee inthe world, and which are onely given to men, ready to leave the 
world ; wherein they regard not fo much how duely they fhall difchargethem, as how lit- 
tle they fhall exercife chem: from the beginning they looke tothe end. To conclude, Lam 
ready to finifh this man, not to make another. By long cuftome, this forme is changed into(uba 
fiance, and Fortuse into Nature. | fay therefore,that among{tus fecble creatures, each oneis 
excufable ro comprt that hisowne, which is comprehended under meafure, And yer all bee 


yond thefe limits,is nothing buc confufion, 


Ic is thelargeft extenfion we can grant our rights, The more weamplifie our neede and 
poflcffion, the more we engage our selves to the croffes of fortune and adverfities, The cas 
riere of our defires muft be circum/{cribed, and tied co ftriét bounds of neereft and contigu- 
ous commodities. Moreover, their courfe fhould be managed, notin a ftraight line, having 
another end, bur round, whofe two points hold together, and end in our {elves with a fhore 
compaffe. The aétions governed without this re fleétion, | meane aneere and effentiall ree 
fleétion, asthofe of the covetous, of the ambitious and fo many others, chat runne dire€lly 
point-blancke, the courfe of which carrieth chemaway before them, are crronious and erza 
zed actions, Moft of our vacations are like playcs. Adandus univer[us exercet bistrioni-« 
am, «“Allthe world deth prattife stage-playing. Wee mutt play our parts duly, butas the pare 
of aborrowed perfonage, Of a vifard and apparance, wee fhould not make areall eflence, 
nor proper of that which is another. Wee cannot diftinguith che skinne from the fhirt. Jc 
is fufficient to difguife the face, without deforming che breaft. I feefome transformeand 


a 
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tranfubftanciate chemfelves,into as many new formes and ftrange beings, as they underrake 
charges:and who emprelate rhemfelves even to the heart and entrailes , and entraine cheir 
offices even fitting on their clofeftoole; I cannot teach them to diftinguifh the falacationis 
and cappings of {uch as regard chem, from thofethat refpeét cither their office, their rraing 
or their mule, Tantuws [e fortuna permsttunt, etiam ut natnrans dedi/cant. They give them/elves 
JSomuch over to Fortane,as they forget Nature. They fwell in mindeand puffeup their nacurall 
difcourfe, according tothe dignity of their office, The Majorof Bourdeanx, and Michael 
Lord of ALontaigne, have ever beene two, by an evident{fep aration, Tobe an advocate or 
a Treafurer, one should not be ignorant of the craft incident te fuch callings. Anhoneft 
man ig not comprable for the vice & folly of histrade, and therefore ought norco refufethe 
exercife of it. Icisthe cuftome of his country; and there is proficinic. We muff Live by thé 
World,and (uch as we finde st, fo make ufe of it. But the judgement of an Emperour fhould be 
above his Empires andto fee and confiderthe fameas a ftrange accident. Hefhouldknow 
how ro enjoy himfelfe apart ; and communicate himfelfe as James and Peter, at leaftro 
bimfelfe,I cannot fo abfolutely or fo deepely engage my felfe: When my wil gives me to any 
party, it is not with fo violenrabond, that my underftanding isthereby infe€ted. Inthe 
prefentinceftine trouble of our State , my intereft hath noc made me forget neither the 
commendable qualities of our adveriaries, nor the reproachfull of thofe I have followed. 
They partially extoll whatever is on cheir fide : I doe not fo much as excufe the greater 
number of my friends-aétions. A good Oratour lefeth not his gtace by pleading againft 
me, The inrricatene(Je of our debate remocved, I have maintained my felfe in equanimity 
and pure indifferency. Neque extra neceffitates bells,pracipuum oatuem gero, Nor beare I caps- 
tall hatred when 1 am out of the neceffitie of warre, Wherein I glory,tor that commonly I fee 
men erre in the contrary. Such as extend their choller and hacted, beyond their affaires (as 
moft men doe) thew chat it proceedes elfewhence, and from fome private caule : Even as 
one being cured of an ulcer,and his fever remaineth ftill, declareth it had another more hid- 
den beginning It is the reafon they beare none unto the caufe,in generall:and forfomuch as 
it concerneth the intereft of all,and of che ftace: Bucthey are vexed at it,onely for this ; that 
it touchechthem in private, Andchereforeare they diftempered with a particular paflion 
both beyond juftice and publike reafon, Nontam omnia univerfi, quam ea, qua ad quemque 
pertinent, finguls carpebant, ell did not fo much finde fault with all,as every one with thofe that ape 
pertained toeyeryone, Ywillhave the advantage to befor us, whichthough it be not, I en- 
rage not, I ftand firmely to the founder parts: But I affeét not to be noted a privare enemy 
to others,arid beyond generall reafon, | greatly accufe this vicious forme of obftinate con- 
tefling: He is of che League, becau(e he admireth the grace of che Duke of Gusfé : orheisa 
Hugonore , forfomuch as the King of Navarres adtivicie amazeth himi/e finds fauie inthe 
Kings behaviours, therefore he is {edicious in his heart. I would nor give the magiftrate my 
voice,that he had reafon to condemne a booke, becaufe an hereticke was therein named and 
extolled to be onc of the beft Pocts of thisage. Dare weenot fay thatatheefe hath a good 
leg?if he have foindeed 2? Iffhebea {trumper, muft fhe needs have a ftinking breath? In 
wifer ages, revoked they the proud ticle of Capitohuns, ‘they had formerly given to AZarcu$ 
Munlius, as the preferver of religion and publike libertie? Suppreffed they the memory of 
his liberalitie,his deeds of armes and military rewards grantedto his vertues,becaufeco the 
prejudice of his coun:rieslawes,he afterward affefteda Royalty ? If chey once conceive a 
hatred againft an Orator or an advocate, the mext day he becommeth barbarous and un¢e 
lequent. Ihave el{where difcourfed of zeale, which hath driven good men into like er 
rours, Formy (elfe,I canfay ¢ thar he doth wickedly, and this vercuoufly. Likewife, in 
prognoftickes or finifter events of affaires, they will have every man blinde or dull in his 
owne caufe: and chat our perfwafion and judgement, ferve not the truth but the proje& of 
our defires. I fiould rather errein the other extremity ? So much }feare my defire mighe 
corrupt me. Confidering, | fomewhac tenderly diftruft my felfe in things I moft defire, 
have in my dayesfeene wonders, in the indifcreet and prodigious facilitie of people, fuf- 
fering their hopes and beliefes, robe led and governed, as it hath pleafed and beft fitred 
their leaders:above a hundred difcontenrs,one in the neeke of another: & beyond their fan- 
tafiesanddreames. 1 wonder no moreat thofe, whom the apifh coyes of e4polionsus and 
<Mabomet have {eduecd and blinded : F heir fenfe and underftanding is wholly fmothered 
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in their paffion, Ther difcretion hath no other cheife but whar pleafech chem and furthe, 
seth their caufe, Which I had efpecially obferved in the beginning of our diftempered fa- 
dtions and faétious troubles. This other which is growne fince, by imitation furmounreth 
the fame. Whereby I obferve, hac ic is an infeparabi€ quality of popular errours. The fir 
beeing gohe, opinions enter fhocke one another; following the winde, as waves doe. They 
arene members of the body, if they may. renounce it;it they folow not the common courfes 
But ruely they wrongthe juft parts, when they fecke ro helpe them with fraude or des 
cciptss [have alwaies contratiedthe fame, This meane is but for ficke braines 3 The 
healthy have f{urer and honefter wayes to maintaine ther refolutions and cxcufe all contrary 
accidents. The Heavens never {aw fo weighty a difeord and fo harmetull a hatred, as that 
betweene Ce/ar and Pompey nor ever thall hercafter: Mce fecmerh nocwirhftanding,] fee 
inthofe noble and Acroicall mindes, an exemplar and great modera:ton of che one coward 
the other, Ic was a jcloufie of honour and emulation of command, which cranfported them, 
not toa turious and indifereere hatreds without malice or detragétion. Inchcir tharpeft ex- 
ploices, I cifcoverfome reliques of refpe& and cinders of well-meaning affcftion, And] 
imagine, that hadir beene poflible, ether of chem defired rather to cff.& his purpofe withe 
eur overthrowing his competicour, than by working his utter ruine. Nore how contrary 
the proceeding was becweene SyHaand Marin. We muft norrunne headlong after our af- 
fe€tions and p:vare incerefts, Asin my youch, I ever oppoled my felfe to the motions of 
love, wi ich Ifelrro n'‘urpe upor me,and laboured ro ciminifl its delighcs , left inthe end 
it might vangvith and captivace me to his mercy:So do [ now in all other occafions, which 
my w:llapprehendeth with an over greatappetite, I bend rothecontrary of my difpofiti« 
on, as Live the tame plunged and drunke with 1’s owne Wine. | fhonne fo farre foorth ra 
nourdh her pleafure, as I msy not revoke it withour 2 bloody Ioffe, Thofe mindes which 
th ough ftupidiry fee chéngs but by halvessenj. y this happinetfc,that fuch as be hurtfull,of~ 
fend chem !eait s Ir ts afpiituall leprofie,char hach fome fhew ot health, and fucha health, 
as Philofophy doth not alcogether conremne. Bux yer ic may not lawfully be termed wife- 
dome;as we often doc, And after thismanner did in former times fome body mocke Dio. 
genes, who inthe dead of Winter, went all naked, embracing an imoge of Snow, tony his 
patience; Who mecring him in this order,faid thus unto him; rt rhow new very colde, No- 
thing at all,anfwered Diegenes What thinkeft thon to doe then, that is either bard or exemplar by 
franding in rhe colde?ceplied the other:T¢ mseafure confiancy , we mut nece ([arsly know fufferance, 
Burfuch minds as matt behold croffe events,and fortunes injuries in cheir height and fharp- 
netic, which muft weigh and ratte chem according totheir natural biererneffe and charge 
Jecchem employ their s*il and kecprhemfelves from embracing the caufes,and divert thar 
approaches «What did King Cesys ? He payed liberally torthat goodly and rich Veifell, 
which one had prefented unto him,but forfomuch as it was exceeding brittle, he prefently 
brake it himfelfe,chat fo berimes he might remoove fo e:fie anoccalion of choller againft 
his fervants. Ihave in like fort fhunned contufion in my off ures, and fought nor co have my 
goods contiguousto my neighbours,and te {uch as | am ro be link<d in ftrié friendfhippe : 
Whence commonly enfue caufes of alienation and upkindneffc, I have heeretofore loved 
the hazardous play of Cardes and D-ce,! have long fince letrit, onely for this rhat norwithe 


ftanding any faire femblance | made in my loffes,I was inwardly ditquiered. Let aman of 


h novr,who isto tokea lie or endure an outragious wrong,& cannot admit a bad excufe for 
parmenc or fatisfaGion, avoid the progretie of contentious alreicarions. 1 ‘bunnemelan= 
cholike comp!ex‘ons and fioward men,as infected, Andin matte.s, I cannot calke-of withe 
out intereft and emortion,] meddle nor with chem, execpt dury conftroine mee thereunto, 
Melins non incipient quam definent. They fhall better not beginne.than leave off. The fureft way, 
is then to p.epare our {clves before occalion,1 know chat fome wilemen have taken another 
cow fe,and have not feared to engige and vehemently co infinuare themf:lves into diverfe 
obj-@s. Thole allure théfelves of cheir own ftrengch, under whieh they fhrowd themfelves 
againft all manner of concrary events,making mifchicfcs to wreitle onc againft another, by 
vigor and verrtue of patience: 

Velutrupes vs ftum que prodst im aguer, 

Obvta ventorum fur ys expoftague ponte, 

Viws cuntlam atque mommas perfers calrque marifqne, 
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Mach like a rocke, which buts into the Maine, 
Meeting with windes-rage,to the Sea laid plaine, 
Ic doth the force of skies and Seas fuftaine, 
Endure their threats,yet doth unmoov’dremaine. 


Let us not imitace thefe examples, we shall not attaine chem. They opinionate chemfelves 
refolutely to behold,and without perturbation tobe fpeétatours of their Countries ruine, 
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which wilome poffefled and commaunded their full will. As for our vulgar mindes, thercin 


istoo much effore and roughneffe. (aro quit chereby the nobleft life that ever was, Wee 


feely-ones muft feeke to efcape the ftorme further off: We ought to provide for apprehen- 


fion and not for patience,and avoid the blowes wee cannot withftand. 


Zeno {eeing Chre- 


mouides 2 young man whom he loved, approach to fitneere him; rofeup fodainly. Cleax- 
shes asking himthe reafon ? Lunderftand (faith hee) that Phyfitions above all things pre= 
fcribereft, and forbid cmotion in all tumors, Socrates faith not; yeeld not to theallure- 
ments of beauty; maintaine it, enforce our felvestothe contrary 3 Shunneher (faith hee) 
runne out of her fight and company ; as from a violent poifon, that infectech and 
ftingeth farre-off. And his good Difciple,faining or reciting, but in mine opinion, rather 
reciting then taining, the matchles perfections of that great Cyrws,defcribeth him diftruft- 
ing his forcesto withftand che blandifhments or allurings of the divine beautie of that fa« 
mous Pantheahis Captive,committing the vifitation and guarde of herto an other,that had 
leffe libertie chen himfelfe, And likewife che Holy-Ghoft, faich we sos inducas its tewtationem , 
and lead us not into temptation. WN e pray not that our reafon be not encountred and vanquifh- 
ed by concupifcences but chatit be not fo muchas aflayed therewith: That we bee nor redu- 
ced co an eftate, where we fhould but (ufferthe approaches, follicications and cemptations of 
finne:and we entreat our Lord, to keepe our confcience quiet, fully perfectly free from all 
commerce of evill. Such as fay they have reafon for their revenging paflion, or any other 
minde-troubling perrurbation : fay often cruth, as things are,but not as they were. They 
f{peakerous,when the caules of their error are by themlelves foftred andadvanced, Butre- 
tire further backeward, recall their caufesto theirbeginning : there you furprife and put 
chem toanon-plus. Would they havecheir fault beleffe, becaufe ic is more ancient ; and thae 
of an unjuft beginning,the progreffe be juft?He that(as I doe) fhall with his countries well- 
fare, without fretting or pining himfelfe, fhall be grieved, but not fwouné, to fee it chreat- 
ning,cither his owne downefall, or acontinuance no leffe ruinous, Oh feely-weake har kez 
whom beth waves, windes and Pilot, hulland toffe to fo contrary deffeignes ; 


Ventus ce anda trabaut,—— 
Maifter the wave and winde 
So divers way¢s doc binde, 


in tam diver[a,magiffer, 


Who gapes not after the favour Princes 5 asafter athing without which hee cannoé 
live;noris much difquieted at the coldnes of their entertainment or frowniag conntenance, 
nor regardeth the inconftancy of their will. Who hatcheth not his children or huggeth not 
honours, with a {lavith propenfion , nor leavestolive commodioufly having once loft 
them. Who doth good,namely for his ewne fatisfation,nor is much vexed to fee men cen- 
fure of his actions againit his merit. A quarter of an ownce of patience provideth forfuch 
inconveniences. | finde eafeinthisreceic : redeeming my felfe in the beginning, as good 
cheapeasIcan : By which meanes I perceivemy felfe co have efcaped much trouble and 
inanifold difficulties. With very little force, Iftay chefe firft motions of my perturbations + 
And I abandon the fubje& which beginnes to moleft me,and before it cranfpore mee. Hee 
that stops mot the loofe, foatl hardly ftay the courfe. He that cannot fhut the doore against them, {oak 
never expel thems being entred. He shat cannot attamse anend in thebeginnig, shall not come to gr 
end of the conclufien, Nor foalthe endure the fall, that could not endurethe starts of ¢. Etenins 


ipfa fe impellunt,nbi Semel Avatione difce fiw e5t,ip/(ag, fibs imabecillitasindulget, in altumque pro- CicsTofe.gis 


vebitar imprudens:nec reperit locum confistendi. For they drive themfelvesheadlong, when once 
they are parted and paft reafon, and weakweffe (oothesit(elfe, and wnawares is carried into the 
deepe, wor eanit finae a place to tarry in.] feele betimes,the low windes, which are forerunners 
of the ftorme,buzze in mine cares and found and trie me within 
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cen flamina prima 

Cum depren(afremunt (yluts, c caca voletant 
Murmura, venturos nautis prodentiaventes. 
As firft blafts in the woods perceiv’dto goe, 
Whiftle, and darkely {peake in murmurs low, 
Foretelling Marriners what windes will grow. 


How often have I done my felfe an apparant injuftice, to ayoide the danger I fhouldfati 
into, by receiving the fame, happily worfe, from the judges, aftera world of troubles, and 
of foule, and vile praétifes, more enemies to my natural! difpofition, then fire or corment? 
Convenit 4 litibus quantum licet, & ne(cio an paulo plus etiam quam licet, abberrentems effe; Eft 
enim non modo liberale, paululum nonnunquam de [ns jure decedere, fed interdum etiam frukkuoe 
fii eAls much as wee may, and it may be more then we may, we foould abhorre brabling and lave. 
ing ; for st ts mot onely an ingenious part, but fometimes profitable alfo at fometinses to yecld alittle of 
onr right. If we were wile indeede, we fhould rejoyce and glory, as I heard once a yong. 
gentleman, borne of a very great houfe, very wittily and unfainedly, rejoyce with all men 
that his mother had loft her fure ; as if it had beene a cough, an ague, or any other ytkfome 
burthen. The favours, which fortune might have given mec,as aliances and acquaintances 
with fuch as have Soveraigne authority in thofe things;] have,in my confcience done much 
inftantly to evoide imploying them to others prejudice,and not over-valve my rights above 
their worth. Toconclude, 1 have fo much prevailed by my endeavours ( ina good houre I 
may {peakeit) that I am yet a virgin for any futes inlaw, which have notwithftlanding not 
omitted gently ro offer me their fervice, and under pretence of lawfull titles infinuate them- 
felves into my allowance, would I but have given care unto them, Andas a pure maiden 
from quarrels; ] have without important offence, either paflive or a€tive, lingred out a 
long life, and never heard worfe than mineowne name, Arare grace of heaven, Our grea- 
teftagitations , have ftrange {prings and ridiculous caufes. What ruine did our lat Duke 
of Burgundy runne into, forthe quarrell of acart-load of fheepes-skinnes 2. And was not 
the graving ofa feale, the chiefecaufe of the moft horrible breach and ropfie-turvy, that em 
ver this worlds-frame endured? For Porspey and Ca/ar are but che new buddings and conti= 
nuation of two others. And I have feenein my time, the wifeft heads of this realme affem- 
bled with great ceremony and publike charge, about treatiesand agreements, the true deci- 
‘Ging whereof depended in the meane while abfolucely and {overaignely of the will and con- 
fultations held in fome Ladies pate er cabinet ; and of the inclination of fome filly woman. 
Poets have moft judicioufly look’t into this, who but for an apple havefer all Greece and .4- 
Ysa on fire and {word.See why that man doth hazzard both his honour and life on the fortune 
of his rapier and daggerslet him tell you whence the caufe of that contention arifeth;hecan 
not without blufhing: fo vaine and fo frivolous is the occafion, To embarke him, there 
needes but little advifement, but being once-in, all parts doe workes Then are greater pro- 
vifions required, more difficult and important. How farre more eafic is it not to enter, than 
to getforth? We muft proceedcontrary to the brier, which produceth a long and ftraighe 
ftalke at the firft (pringing ; but after, as tired and out of breath, it makes many and thicke 

knots,asifthey were pawles, (hewing to have nomore that vigor and conftancy. Wee 
thould rather begin gently and Icafurely ; and keepe our ftrength and breath for the per- 
feétion of the worke, We dire& affaires in the beginning, and hold chem atour mercy, but 
being once undertaken, they guide and tran{pore us,and we muft follow them. Yet may it 
not befaid, thaethis counfell hath freed me from all difficulties, andthat I have nor beene 
often troubled to controle and bridle my paflions: which are not alwayes governed accor= 
ding to the meafure of occafions : whofe entrances are often fharpe and violent. Sois it,that 
thence may bereaped good fruit and profit. Except forthofe, who in well doing arenot fae 
tisfied with any benefit, if their reputation be in queftion, For in truth, fuch an effet is not 
comipted of but by every oneto himfelfe. You are thereby better {atished, but mor more ¢- 
fteemed, having reformed your felfe,before you come into aétion or the matter was in fight: 
yet not in this onely, but in all other duties of life, their courfe which aime at honour, is di= 
ver(c from that, which they propound untothemfelves, thac follow order and jeafor. 
i finde (ome, that inconfidgrately and furioufly chruft themfelves into the lifts,and grow 
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flacke inthe courfe.As Plurarke faith; that Such as by the vice of bafofuluel[e arc (oft and trattable 
to graunt what{aever % demanded, are afterward as prone ana facsle to recant aud breake their words 
In like manner; hethat enters lightly into a quarrel, isfubjeé& to leave it as lightly. The 
fame difficulty which keepesme from embracing the fame, fhould encire me, being once 
mooveg and therein engaged, to continue refolute. [tis an il cuftome, Being once embar. 
ked, one mutt either goe-on or finke, Attempt coldly ( layed Byas) but purfwe hotly For want 
of judgement, our hearts faile us; W hich is allo letfe tolerable, Moft agreements of our ma- 
derne quarrels, are fhamefull and falfe: We onely feeke to fave apparances, and therewhilft 
betray and difavow ourtrue intentions. We falve the deede: We know how wee {pake ir, 
and in what fence the by-ftanders know it + yea and.our friends to whom we would have 
our advantages knowne, Ic isto the prejudice of our liberty and incereft of our refolutions 
honour, thar we difa-vow our thoughes and feeke for ftarting holes in falfhood, to make ow 
agreements. We bely our felves, to falve alye we have given ro another. We muft not looke 
whether your a€tion or word may admit another interpretation, but itis your owne rruc 
and fincere conftru@tion, that you muft now maintaine, whatfoever ic coft you. Icis to 
your vertue and to your confcience that men {peake ; parts char ought norte bee difguifed. 
Leave we the(e bafe courfes, wrangling fhifts and verball meanes,to petty- fogging Lawyers. 
The excufes and reparations, or fatisfaétions, which dayly I fee made, prommnied and given 
to purge indilcretion, feeme to me more foulethan indifcretion st {elfe. Betcer weré it for 
onero offend his adverlary againe, than in giving him fuch facistaétion, to wrong himfelfe 
fo much, You have braved him mooved by choller, and now you (cckero pacific and Aatrer 
him in your cold and bercer fenfe: Thus youabale your {elte, more chan you were before 
exalced, I findno {pecch fo vicious ina Gentleman, as Ideeme any recantation hee f] 
make, difhonorable; e!pecisily if ic be wrefted from him by auchoriry + Forfomuch as obiti- 
nacy is in him more excufable, than cowardize. Paflions are to meas €afic to be avoydes 
they are difficule to be moderated. Excinduntur facilius animo, quam temperantur, They ar 
more eafily rooted out of the minde, than bro aght to ood temper, FH that cannot attaine to this 
noble Stoicall impaffibility, lec him firowd himfelfe in the bofome ef chismy popular ftu- 
pidity. What they didby vertue, inure my felfeco doe by Nature. The middle region har- 
boureth ftormes ; the two extreames conraine Philofophersandrarall men,they concurre in 
tranquility and good hap. 

Feliz: qus potuit rerum cognofcere caw[as, 

etque metns omnes & inexorabile fatum 

Sutjectt pedibus, Strepitumyne. Acherontis avari. 

Fortunatus c& slle, Deos qui novit agreftes, 

‘Panaque, Silvanumque fenem, Nymphufqueferores. 

Happy is he that could of things che caufes finde, 

And fubjeé to his feete all fearefulnefle of mindeé, 

Inexorable fate, and noyfe of greedy: Fell. 

And happy he, with Country Godsacquainted well, 

Panand old Sylvan knowes, 

Andall the fifter throwes. 

The beginnings of all things are weake andtender. Wemmft therefore be cleare-fighted 
in beginnings: For, as intheir budding we difcerne not the danger, fo in their full growth 
‘we perceive not the remedy, I fhould have encountred a thoufand croflcs; daily more hard 
to be digeftedin the courfe of ambition, than it hath bin uneafic for me to ftay the natural 
inclination, that led me untothem. 

——jare perhorrus, 
Late confpicunm tollere verticem. ———+ 
I have beene much atraid for caufes right, 
To raife my foretop far abroad to fight. 

All publike attions are fubjet to uncertaine and divers interpretations: For,too many heads 
jadge ofthem. Some {ay of this my City-employment ( whereof] am content to (peake a 
word ; notthatit deferves it, but to make a fhew of my manners infuch things ) I have de~ 
meaned my felfe like one that is too flowly mooved and with alanguilhing affeftion: And 
they are not altogether void of reafon. | ftriveto keepe my minde and chougths quict. Cum 
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Semper Nathra, tum etiam atatejam quiewws. Beth ever quiet by Nature, and now becaufesof 
geeres, Andit at any time they are debauched to fome rude and piercing impreffion, it is in / 
truth without my confent, From which naturall {lacknefle, one muft not therefore inferre 
any proofe of difability : For, Wane of care and lacke of judgement are two things: Andleilc 
unkindne({fe and ingratitude toward thofe Citizens, who gratifieme, employed the ut- 
moft of all the meanes they could poffibly ; both before they knew me and fince. And who . 
did much more for me, in appointing me my charge the fecondtime, then in choofing me 
the firft. 1lovethem with all my heart, and wifhthemall the good that may be. And truly 
if occafion had beene offered, ¥ would have {pared nothing to have done them fervice. I 
have ftirred and laboured for them, as doe tor my felfe, They are good people, warlikeand 
generous ; yet capable of obedience anddifcipline, and fie for good employment, if they be 
well guided, They fay likewife, that Ipaffed over this charge ofmine without any deede 
of note or great fhew. It istrue. Moreover, they accufe my ceflation, when as all the world 
was convicted of too much doing: I havea moft nimble moi ion, where my will doth carry 
me. But this point isan enemy unto perfeverance, W hofoever will make ufe of me, according 
to my felfe, let him employ me in affaires, that require vigor and liberty : that have a fhorr, a 
ftraight, and there withall a hazardous courfe: | may peradventure fomewhar prevailethercs 
in «Whereas if it be tedious, crafty, laborious, artificiall and intricate, they fall doe better to 
addrcife themfelvesto fome other man. All charges of importance are noc difficult. 1 was 
prepared to labour fomewhat more carneftly, if there had beene greatneede, For it lyes in 
my power,to doe fomethiug more than I make fhew-of,and than I love to doe. To my know- 
ledge, I havenot omitted any motion that duty required carneftly at my hands.I have eafily 
forgotten thofe, which ambition blendeth with duty and cloketh with her title. Ir isthey, 


which moft commonly fill the eyes and eares, and {atisfie men. Not theching it felfe, bur the 
apparance paycth them. If they heare no noife, they imagine we fleepe. My humoursare 
contrary toturbulent humors, Icould pacifiean inconvenience or trouble without trou. 
bling my felfe, and chaftife a diforder without alceration. . 

Have I neede of choller and inflammation ; I borrow it, and therewith maske my felfe : 
My maners are mufty,. rather wallowi(h then fharpe, I aceufenot a Magiftratethar flec- 
peth, fo they that are under it fleepealfo, So fleepe the lawes. For my part, Icommenda 
gliding, an obfcure and repofed life: Neque/ubmsiffam ch abieRam, neque fe efferentom, Neys 
ther too abiet! and fubmifJe,nor vannting st (elfe too much, But my fortune will have it fo ; Iam 
defcended of a family that hath lived withour noife andtumut: and of long continuance 
particularly ambitious of integrity. Our men are fo framed co agitation and oftentations 
that goodneffe, moderation, equity, conftancy, and fuch quiet and meane qualities, arc 
no more heard of. Rough bodies are felc, fmooth ones are handled imperccptibly. Sicke= 
neffe is felr, healeh little or not at all:nor things that annoint us,in regard of {uch as fting us, : 
Ic isan aétion for ones reputation and private commodity, and not for the common good, | 
to referthatto bedonein the market place, which a man may do in the couniel-chamber : 
and at noone day,what might have beene effeéted the night beforezandto be jealous to doe | 
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that himfelfe, which his fellow can performe aswell. So did fome Surgeons of Greéce thew 
the operations of their skill, upon {caffolds, in view of all paffengers, thereby to get more 
practifeand cuftome, They fuppofe; that good orders cannot be undesftood, but by the 
found of atrumpet. Ambition fs no vice for petty companions, ard for fuch endevours as 
ours. Onefaid to Alexander: your father will leave you a great commaund, eafie and 4 
peacefull : che boy was envious of his fathers vi€tories,and of the juftice of his government. 
He would not have enjoyed che worlds Empire {ecurely and quietly, Alcibiades in Plato,lo- 
veth rather to die yong, faire, rich, noble,learned, and all that in excellence, then to flay | 
inthe ftare of fuch a condition, This infirmity is happily excafable , in fo {trong and full a 
minde, When thefe petty wretched foules, are therewith enveagled; aud thinketo publith 
their fame, becaufechey have judged acauferightly, or continued the order in guarding 
of a Cities gates ; by how much more they hopedto raife their head, fo much more doe 
they fhew cheirfimplicity, This petty well-doing , hath neithet body nor life. It vani- 
fheth in the firft moneth ; and walkes but from one corner of a ftreet to another. Entertaine 
therewith your fonne and your fervant, and {pare not. As that ancient fellow, who ha- 
ving no ocher auditor of his praifes & applauding of his fufliciency, boafted with his cham- 
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ber.maide,exclaiming : Ob Peretre,what a gallane and fuficiene man thou haftto thy mai« 
fter ! If the worft happen, entercaine your felves in your felves : As a Councellour of my 4c- 
quaintance, having degorged arable of paragraphes, with an extreame contention and lke 
foolifhne(Te;going out of the counfell chamber, toa piffing place neeveuntoit ; was heard 
very coniciencioufly ro utter thefe words to himfelfe : Non nobis, Domine,non nobis, [ed no- 
mini tuo da gloriam. Not unte us, O Lerd, not unto us,but unto thy naine give the glory. le chat 
cannot orherwife,let him pay him(elfe out of hisowne parie, Fame doth not fo bafely pro. 
ftiture ic (elfe , nor fo cheape, Rare and exemplar a@tions,co which it duly Belongerh could 
not brooke the company of this innumerable multicude of valgar petty actions. Well may 
a piece of marble raife your titles as high as you lift , becanfe you have repawred a piece of an olde 
Wall, or cleanfed acommon ditch, but men of judgement will never doe it. Report tolloweth not 
all goodne(fe, except difficulty and rarietic be joyned thereunto, Yea fimple eftimation, ac- 
cording to the Stoikes, is nor due to every adion proceeding fromvertue. Neither would 
they have him commended, who through temperance abftaineth from an old blear ey’d 
womin. Such as have knowen the admirable qualities of Scspsothe Affrican , renounce che 
glory which Pangtivs a'cribeth unco him,to have ab{tained trom gitts, asaglorys not his, 
alone, but peculiarto that age, We have plealures fortable to our tortune ; lee us not ufurpe 
thofe of greatneife. Qurowne aremorenacurall. They are the more folide and firme, by 
how much the meaner. Sinee itis not tor conicience, at leaftforambicion let us refufe am-= 
bition. Let us difdaine chis infatiace chirft of honour and renowne, bale and beggerly , 
which makes us fo luppliantly to craveic of al! forts of people : Que est ist laus qua poffit ¢ 


macello pers? What pratfe is this, which may bee fetcht out of the Shambles ? By abjeét mcancs, “4 Pulm 


and ac whar vile race foever. To be thus honoured, is meerely a difhonour. Learne we to bee 
no more greedy of glory, then we are capable fit; Tobe proud of every profitable and inino- 
cent aétion,isic fic for mento whom it i extraordinary and rare. They will value it, for the 
price ir coftthem. According as a good effet is more refounding ; I abare ot it’s goodneffes 
the jealoufie I conceive, it is produced more becaule itis fo refounding, than becaufe ic is 
good. What 1s fet out to foew,ts balfe folde. T hole ations have more grace,which carelefly and 
vaderfilence, patfe fromthe hands ofa Workeman, ‘and which fome honcft man alter= 
ward chuferh and redeemerh from darkeneife, to chruft chem into the worlds lighe; Onely 
for their worth. _ Mihi quidem laudabiliora videntur omnia, qe fin 
tefte finnt: Ali things 6 footh feeme to me more commendable that are performed with no oftentats- 
on; and without the people te witneffe, {aid the moft glorious man of che world. I had nocare 
uc co preferve and continue, which are deafe and infenfible ccs. Innovation is of great 
luftre : But interdidted in times, when we are mott urged, and haveto defend our felves 
but from novelties 3 edi ftincnce from doing, ts often as generous,as doing : Owe it ts not fe Appa- 
rant. My {raall worth is in amanner all of cits kinde. To be thore, che occafions in this my 
charge have feconded my complexion; for which Iconnethem harty thanks, Is there any 
man that defireth to be ficke, tofeehis Phy (ition feta worke? And Shon/d not that P); yfition 
be well whipped,who to put bis artein prallize, wonkd wi(o the plague to infect us? I was never pof 
{effed with thisimpious and vulgar paflion, to with that the troubled and diftempered flare 
of this City, might raife and honour my government, ] have moft willingly lent them 
my hand to further,and fhoulders toaid cheir eafe and tranguility., He that will not chanke 
me for the good order and for the fweer&undifturbed reft,which hath accompanied my 
charge ; cannot at leaft deprive me of thar part, which by the title of my good fortune 
belongecth unto me. Thisis my humour, that [love as much to be happy as wife: Andat- 
tribuce my fucceilesas utuch to the meere grace of God, as tothe meane furtherance of 
my operation, Thad fufticiently publithed tothe World my fufficiency in managing of 
fuch publike affaires : Nay, there is fomething inme, worfe than infuficiency : Whichis 5 
that I am mot mach difpleafed cherewith:and that I endevour not greatly cocure it,confides 
ring the cour of life Ihave determined to my (elfe,Nor have ] fatisfied my felfe in this cme 
ployment. But have almoft atrainted what I had promifed unto my felfe: Yer have I much 
exceeded, what I had promifed thofe,with whom I wasto negotiate : For] willingly pro- 
mile fomewhat leffe, thea Icanperforme, or hope to accomplifh. Of this Iam aflured, ¥ 

have never left offence or hatred among them’: To have lefe ¢ither regret or defire of me. 

This know I certainly,1 have not much affected it, 
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— Méne huic confidere monftro, 
Ménefalis placids vutiuw,flucin{que quietos 
tH Virg, Aen, lib.s. Ignorare £ 
HA 849. Should I thismonfter truft?Should I not knove 
i The calme Seas counterfait ditfembling fhow, 
Al How quietly fomecimes the flouds will go? 
| 


Cuap. XI. 
Of the Lanse or Crippels 


; | ' W O orthree yeares are now paft, fince the ycere hath beene fhortned tenne dayes in 
HH France. On how many changes arc like to enfue this reformation { Ic was aright rew ~ 
mooving of Heaven and Earth together, yet nothing remooveth fromic s owne place: My 
Neighbours finde the feafon of their {cede and Harveft time, the opportunity of their af- 
faires,their lucky and unlucky dayes,to anfwer juft thofe feafonsto which they had from all 
ages aflignedchem. Neither was the errour heretofore perceived, nor is the reformation 
now difcerned is our ule. So much uncertainty is there in all things : So groffe , {0 obfcure 
and fo dullin our underftanding. Some are of opinion,this reformation might have bin res 
dretfed after alefTe incommodious maner; fubftra@ting according to che example of Aug 
fins, for (ome yeares, the biffextile or leape day : Which in fome forr, is but a day of hinde- 
ranceand trouble; Vntill chey might more exaétly have fatisfied the debt : Which by this 
late reformationisnotdone : For wee are yet fome dayes in arrerages : And if by fucha 
meane; we might provide for tites to come, appoynting chat after the revolution of fuch, 
or fuch a number of yeares, that extraordinary day might for ever be eclipfed = fothat our 
milreckoning fhould not henceforward exceede foure and twenty houres. Wee have no o- 
ther computation of time, but yeares : The World hath ufed them fomany ages ; And 
. yet is it ameafure, we have notuntill this day perfeétly eftablithed. And fuch, as wee dayly 
ai doubt, what forme other Nations have diverfly given the {ame;and which was the true ufe 
ft {| ofit. Andwhatiffomefay, that the Heavens in growing olde comprefie themfelves to- 
fal wardsus,and caft incoan uncertainty of houres and dayes ? And as Plutarke faith of mo-~ 
neths, that even in his dayes, Aftrology could not yet limit che motion of the Moone ? 
Li Are not we then well holp-up,to keepea regifter of things paft ? J was even now plodding 
(as often I doc) upon this, what frecand gadding inftrument humane reafonis. | ordina- 
rily fec, tharmen, in matters propofed them, doe more willingly ammuze and bufie theme 
felves in feeking out the reafons,than in fearching outthetructh of them. They omit pres 
fuppofitions, but curioufly examine confequences. They leave things, and runne to caulese 
axe Oh conceited difcourfes ! The knowledge of caufes doth onely concerne him, whohath 
the condué ofthings: Notus;that have bre the fufferance ofthem. And who according 
to our neede, without entering intotheir beginning and efTence,have perfeétly the full and 
| abfolureufe of them. Noris wine more pleafant unto him that knowes the firft faculties of 
it. Contrariwife, both the body and the minde, interrupt and alrerthe right, which chey 
| haveofthe worlds ufeandof themfelves, commixing therewith the opinion of learning. 


l. The cffe&s concerne us,but che meanes, nothing at all. To determine and diftribure, be- 
| longeth ro fuperiority and regency : as accepting,to fubje€tion and apprenrifcfhippe. Let us 
re-affume our cuftome. They commonly beginnethus: How is fach a thing done ? Whereas 
they thould fay: Is/ucha thing done? Our difcourfe is capable ro’ frame an hundred other 
| ‘Worlds , and finde che beginnings and contexture ofthem. It needeth néjther matternor 
| ground. Let it but runne on; Ic will as well build upon emptinefle, as upon fulneffe,and with 
4 inanity as With matter. 
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I finde, that wee fhould fay moft times:T here ss no fuch thieg, And 1 would often employ 
this an(wer;but I dare nor:for they cry:Ic is a defeature produced by ignorance and weake- 
neife of fpirit. AndI moft commonly juggle for company fake; cotreate of idle {ubje&s 
and frivolous difcourfes,which I belicve nothing atall. Since trucly,it is arude and quarel~ 
lous humour, flatly to deny a propofition, And few mitIe(efpecially in things hard to be pere 
{waded)to affirme,that they have feene it;Or to alleadgefuch witnefles; astheir authority 
fhall ftay our contradiétion. According to which ufe, we know the foundation and meanes 
of athoufand things that never were. And the world isin a thoufand queftions difcanted 


and bandied too & frosthe pro & contra of which is mecrely falfe.lea fimitima funt falfaverts, cic Acadaue 


nt in pracipitem locums non debeat {e fapiens committere. Falfehood ts (é weere Neighbour to trueth liv,4. 


that a wifeman foonld not put himfelfe upon a flipperie downefal. Truth ana falfebood have both a- 
bike countenances,their port, their taste aud thesr proceedings femblable, Weebchold them with 
one fame eyes. Lobferve that we are not onely flow in defending our felvés from deccipt, 
put that we feeke and fue to embrace it, Wee love to meddle and entangle our felves with 
yanity,as conformable unto out being.I have feene che birth of divers miracles in my dayes. 
Although they be {moothered in the firlt grouth, wee omit not to forefee the courfe they 
would have taken, had chey lived their full age. The matter is to finde the end of the clue ; 
that found,one may. winde-off what he lit: Andshere is a further diftancefrom nothing to the 
leaft thing in the World, thas betweene that and the greateft. Now the firft chat are embrued 
with the beginning of ftrangenefle, comming to publifh their hiftory, finde by the oppofi- 
tions made againft chem, where the difficulty of per(wafion lodgeth; and goe about with 
fome falfe patch , tobotchup thofe places.Belidesthac , Infita bominshus bbidine alendi de 
sadufiria rumores: Men having a natural defire to nowrifh reports. We naturally make it a mat- 
eer of con{cience,to reftore what hath been lent us, without fome ufury and acceflion of our 
encreafe. A particular erronr doth firft breede a publike errour : And whenhis tyrne com- 
meth; ef pablke errour begetteth a particular erronr, So gocth all this vaft frame, from hand 
to hand, confounding and compofing it {elfe, in fuch fort that the furtheft- abiding ceftimos 
nie,is beecer inftructed of ir,then the neareft:and che laft informed, better perf{waded then 
the firft. Iris natural progreife: For, whofocver beleeveth any thing, thinkes ita deede 
of chariry,to perfwadeituntoanother : Which, that he may the beter effeéty he feareth 
not toadde fomething of his owne invention thereunco, fo far as hee feeth neceffary in his 
difcourfe, to fupply the refiftance and defeét, heimagineth tobee in anothers copcepti- 
on. My felfe who make an-efpeciall matrer.of confcience to lie, and care not greatly toadd 
credit or authoricy to what Hay,perceive nevertheles,by the difcourfes I have in hand,thae 
being catncfted,cither by the refiftance of another, or by the earneftne{[e of my naration ; I 
fwelland amplific my fubjeét by my voice, motions,vigotarid farce of wordes : as alfo by 
extenfion and amplification, not without fome prejudice tothe naked truth. Bur yet ¥ doe 
it upon condition, that coche firft that brings mee homeagaine, and enquireth for the 
bare and fimple truth at my hands; fodainly give over my hold, & without exaggeration, 
emphafis or amplification, I yeeld both my felfe andituntohim : A lively, earneft and rea- 
dy {peech as mine, is eafic tranfporred unto hyperboles. There is nothing whereunto men 
are ordinarily more prone, thento give waytotheir opinions. Where ever ufuall meanes 
faile us, we adde commandement, forces fireand {word. It is not without fome ill fortune 
to come to that paffe, chat the multitude of believers,in a throng where fooles doe in num- 


ber fo far exceede the wile,thould bee the beft rouch-ftone of truth. Quali vero quidquawa cite divitsha 


fictam valde, quam nil fapere vulgare. Sanitatss patrocinsum eff infanientinm turba, As though 
any thing were (ocommon as to baveno wit, The multitude of them that are mad, is a defence for 
thems that are in their wits.Ic is a hard matter for aman to refolve his judgement againft com- 
mon opinions, The firft perfwafion taken from thevery fubjeét , feizeth on the fimple : 
whence underth’authority of the number andantiquity of ceftimonies, ic extends it felfe 
onthe wifer fort, As forme, ina matter, which I could not believe being reported by one , 
J fhould never credit thefame,;though affirmed by a hundred. And [ iudge not opinions, 
by yeares. Ic is not long fince one of our Princes , in whomthegowt hac {poileda gentle 
difpofition and blith compofition, fuffered himielfe fo farto bee perfwaded or mif-led, 
by the report made unto him of the wondrous deedes of a Priefts who by way of charmes, 
{pals and geftures cured all difeafes,chat he undertookealong-tcdioug ioutny co findehim 
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outiand by the vertue of his apprehenfion did {o perfwade, and for certaine houres fo lu)l 


his legs aflcepe,that for a while hee brought them to doe him that {ervice, which for a long 
time they had forgotten. Flad fortune heaped five or fix like accidents one in thenecke of aa 
nother, they had doubtles beene able to bring this miracle into nature. Whereas afterward 
there was fo much fimplicity and fo little skill found in the archite@t of thefe works, chat he 
was deemed unworthy of any punifhment = As likewife fhould be done with moft fuche 
like things, were they chroughly knowenin their nature. Viramar ex intervallofallentias 
Wee wonder at thofe things that deceive ws by diftance. Our fight dothin {uch fort; oftenres 
prefent us afarre-off with ftrange images, which vanifh in approaching necrer.Nanquam ad 
hiquidum fama perducitur. Fame ts never bronght to becieare. \tisa wonder, to fee how from 
many vaine beginnings and frivolous caufes, fo famous impreffions doe ordinarily arife and 
enfue. Eventhat hindereth the information of chem : For, while aman endevoureth to 
finde out caufes,forcible and weighty ends,and worthy fo great a name; hee lofeth rhe true 
and effentiall. They are fo little, that they efcape our fight. And verily a right wife, heedy 
and fubtile inquifitor is required in fuch queftings : impartiall and not ‘preoccupated.. Al} 
thefe miracles and ftrange cvents, are untill this day hidden from me : Ehavefeene no fuch 
montfter , or more expre{fe wonder in this world,then my felfe. With time and cuftome amar 
doth acquaint and enure himfelfeto all ftrangeneffe: But the more I frequent and know my felfe 
the more my deformitieaftonieth me > and che leffe Iunderftand my felfe, The chicfct 
priviledge to produceand advaneefuch accidents, isreferved unto fortune. Travelling yee 
fterday through a village, within two leagues of my houfe, Ifound the place yee warme of 
a miracle that was but newly failed and dilcovered, wherewith all the country thereabout 
had for many months beene ammufed and abufed, and divers bordering Provinces begam 
to liften unto it,and feverall troupes of all qualities ceafed not thicke and threefold ro flecke 
thicher. A yong man of that cowne, undertooke one night in his owne houfe (never dreae 
ming of any knavery) tocounterfeicthe voice of a {pirit or ghoft, but onely forfporr, to 
make himfelfe merry for that prefent, which fuccceding better thon he hadimagined ; to 

make the jeftextend further, and himfelfe the merrier, he made a country-maidenacquains 

ced with his devife;who becaufe fhe was both feely and harmele(le, confented to bee fecree 

and to fecond him: In the end they got another,and were now three,all of one ageand like 

fufficiency : and from private f{piricstalking they beganne with hideous voices to cry and 

roare aloud,and in, and about churches hiding them(elves under the chiefe Altar, fpeaking 

but by night, forbidding any lighttobeferup : From fpeeches tending the worlds fub- 

verfion, and threatning of the day of judgement (which are the fubje&s, by whofe autliori- 

tyandabufivereverence, impofture and lilufion, is more eafily lurked) they proceeded to 

certaine vifions and ftrange geftures, {0 foolith and ridiculous, that there is {carce any thing 


"more groffe and abfurd ufed among Children, in their childith {ports. Suppofe I pray you, 


that fortune would have {econded this harmeletIe devife or jugling tricke ; Who knoweth 
how farre it would haveextended, andto what it would have growen 2? Thepoore fecly 


, three Divels are now in prifon,and may happily ¢’re long pay deere for their common {ote 


tifhneffe, and I wot not whether fome cheverell judge or other, willbe avenged of chem 
for his. Ic is manifeftly feene in this, which now is difcovered, as alfo in divers other things 
of like quality,exceeding our knowledge; Iam of opinion that weuphold our iudgement, 
2s welto rejeé,as to receive.Many abufes are engendered into the World;or to {peake more 
boldly, all che abufes of che World are engendered upon this,that wee are taught to feareto 
make profeflion of our ignoranee, and are bound to accept and allow, allthat wee cannor 
refure, Wee{peake of all things by precepts and refolution.. The Stile of Rome did beare, 
that even the fame,that a witnes depofed, becaufe he had feen it with his own eyes,and that 
which a Judge ordained of his moft atfured knowledge,was cécciveéd in this form of fpeech 
I: feemeth fo unto me. 1am dtawen to hate likely things, when men goe about roferthtm 
downe as infallible. I lovethefe words or phrafes, which mollific and moderatethetemes 
rity of our propofitions : Zt may be : Peradventure : In fome fort: Some: It is faide: I thinke y 
and fuch like: And had I beene to inftrué children, ! weuld fo often have put this manner 
of anfwering in their mouth; enquiring, and not rcfolving : What meamesir ? Iunderfland 
i not : It meay wellbee: Iséterae? chat they fhould rather have kept the forme of learners, 
ancill three {comtyeeres of age, than prefent them/clves Dogtorsat ten, as many doc, Who= 

Serre ? feever 


e hap. ri. The third Booke. 


psiration 1s the ground of all Philofophy: Inyuwifition the progreffe : Ignorance theend. Yea but 
there is fome kinde of ignorance ftrong and generous, thac tor honor and courage is nothing 
beholding to knowiedge:An ignorance, which to conceive rightly, there is required no leffe 
learning, than to conceive truc learning. 

Being yong, I faw alaw-cafe,which Corras a Counfellor of Thou loufe caufed to be printed 
of a ftrange accident of two men, who prefenred themfelves one for another. I remember 
(and I remember nothing elfe fo well ) char me thought,he proved his impofture, whom he 
condemned as guilty, {fo wondrous ftrange and fo far- exceeding both ‘our knowledge and 
his owne,who was judge,that I found much boldnes in che fentence which had condemned 
himo bz hanged. Letus receive fomeforme of fentence that may fay: The Court under. 
frands nothing of it; more freely and ingenuoully, than did the e 4reopagites; who finding 
themielves urged and entangled ina cafe they could not well cleare or derermine, appoilfi« 
ted the parties to come againe and appeare before them 4 hundred yeares after, The wit- 
ches about my counrry, arein hazard of their life, upon the opinion of every new authour, 
thar may come to give their dreames abody. To apply fuch examples astheholy Word of 
God offreth us of tuch things ( affured and irrefragable exarnples ) and joynethem to our 
moderne-events, fince we neyther fee che caufes nor meanes of them, fome other better wit 
chen ours istwereunto required. Peradventure it appertaineth to that onely moft-mighty 
reftimony, totell us : This here, ond that there; and not this orhet are of them. God muft 
be beleeved; and good reafon he fhould befo, Yet is there not one amongft us, chat will 
beamazed at his owne narration (and he ought neceffarily to be aftonifhed atir, if he be noc 
out of his wits). whether he employ ic about others matters; or again{t him(elfe. Iam plaine 
and homely, and take hold on the maine point, and on that which is moft likely ; avoiding 
ancientreproches. Adajorem fidem homines adhibent iis qua nonintelligunt. Cupidine bumani in 
gens libentins obfcuracreduntur, Men geve more credit to things they underftand not : Things ob- 
foure are more willingly beleeved through a firange defire of mans wit, 1 {ecthat men will be an< 
gry: and am forbidco doubt of it upon paine of execrable injuries. A new manner of per- 
iwading. Mercy for Gods fake, My belicfe isnot carried away. with blowes. Let them ty- 
ranniz¢ over fuch as accufe their opinien of falfehoods Ionely accufe mine of difficulty and 
boldneife. And equallytothem Icondemne the oppofire affirmation: if not fo imperioul= 
Jy. He that with bravery and by commandement will eftablith his difcourfe, declareth his 
reafon te bee weake: For a verbal! and {cholafticall alcercation, that they haveas much 
appararice as their contradi€tors. Videantur fane, non affirmentur modo. Indecde let them feeme, 
Sarhey bee not avouched. But in effeguall confequence they draw from it, thefe have greac 
ods, To kill men 5 there is required a bright-foining and cleare light. And our life is over-reall 
and effentiall, to warrant thefe fupernaturall and fantafticall accidents. As for druggesand 
poifons, they are out of my element :they are homicides, and of the worft kinde, In which 
nevertheleife, it is faid, chat one malt not alwayes rely upon the meere confeffion of thofe 
people: For, they havefometimes beene feene to accufe themfelves, to have made away 
men which were both found andliving, Inthefe other extravagane accufations, I fhould 

afily fay.chat ic fufficech what commendations foewer he hath, a man be believed in fuch 
things as are humane: but of fuch as are beyond his conception and of a fupernacurall effet, 
he ought then only be believed when a fupernatural approbation hath authorized him. That 
priviledgeit hath pleafed God to give (ome of our teftimonies,ought nor to bee vilified, or 
flightly communicated, Mine eares are full of a thoufand fuch tales. Three faw him fucha 
day in the Eaftschree faw him the next day in the weft,at fuch an hourc, in fucha place, and 
thus and chusattired, verily in fuch a cafe I could not beleeve my felfe, How much more 
naturalland more likely doe! finde it, that two men fhould lie, then one in twelve hourcs, 
pale with che windes,from EaftroWeft ? How much more naturall, thar our underftan- 
ding mzy by the volubility of our loofe-capring minde be tranfported from his place? chen 
that one of us fhould by aftrange fpiric,in fleth and bone,be cartied upon a broome through 
thetunnell of a chimny ? Lecus, whoare perpetually toffed too and fro with domefticall 
and out owne illufions, not {eeke for forraine and unknowen illufions. I deeme it a matter 
pardonable,not to beleeve a wonder, fofarfoorch at lealt as one may divertand exlude the 
verification by no miraculous way, And I follow Saint Awguffines opinion, that 4 man wers 
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better bendtowards doubt, than encline towards certatusie, in matters of difficult triall and dangte 
rows beltefe. Some yeares are now paft,char J travelled through the country of a foveraigne 
Prince : who in favour of mee, and to abate my incredulity, did mee the grace, in his owne 
prefeace,and in a particular place, to make mee fee tenne or twelve prifoners of that kindes 
and amongft others an olde beldam witch,a true and perfeét forceretle,both by her uglinefs 
and deformity; andfucha oneas long before was moft famous in that profeffion. J fawe 
both proofes, witnefles, voluntary confeflions, aad fome other infenfible markes about this 
miferable olde woman, I enquired and talked with her a long time, with the greateft heed 
and attention could, yet am [ not eafily carried away by preoccupation, Intheend, and 
in my confcience, I fhould rather have appointed them Helleborum,than Hemlocke,Captifa 
queresmagis mentibus, quam confceleratis imilis wifa. The matter feemsed ther to mindes Captiv 
yate than guiltie. Law hath her owne correétions for {uch difeafes. Touching the oppefis 
tions and arguments,that honeft men have made unto mee,bothchere, and often eliewhere, 
1 haye found none that tie mee;and chat admit not alwaies a more likely folution, thantheir 
conclufions. True itis, that proofesand reafons grounded uponthefaét and experience. F 
untie not:for indeede they have no end; bus often cut chem, as ed/ewander did his knor. 
Whenal is done,it is an over-valuing of ones conjeéturessby them to caufe aman'to be bure 
nedalive, Itis reported by divers examples (and Prestamrius faith of his father) that being © 
ina flamber much more dceply,then ina full-found fleepe, he dreamed and verily thoughe 
himielfe to bea Mare, and ferved certaine fouldiers for a fumprer-horfe, and wasindeede 
what he imagine dto bee, If forcerers dreame thus materially : If dreames may fometimes 
be chus incorporated into effe@s: ]eannot poflibly believe,that our will thould therefore be 
bound tothe lawes and juftice : which I fay, as one whoam neither a Tudgey nora Cound 
{ellor unto kings, and furrheft from any fuch worthinefle: but rather a man of the common 
famp,and both by my deedes & fayings,borne & yowed tothe obedience of publique reae 
fon, Hee chat fhould regifter my humours, tothe prejudice of the fimpleft law, or opinion , 
or cuftome of this villageyfhould greatly wrong himlelfe, and injure me as much. - For in 
what I fay,] gape for no orher certainty, but that fachwas then my thought, A tumultuous 8&: 
wavering thought, Ic is by way of difcourfe that I {peake of all ; and of nothing by way of 
advife, Nec me pudet, wt iftos, fateri ne[cére, quod ne/ctans. Nor am I albamed, as they are to cons 
fefe I know not that which I doe not know. 
I would notbe fo hardy to fpeake, if of duty I ought to bee believed: and fo I anfwered 
a great man, who blamed the tharpmeile and contention of my exhortations. When E 
fec you bent and prepared on one ides with all the endevour I can, I will propofe the con« 
trary unto you,torefolveand enlighten your judgement, nor to fubdue or binde the fames 
God hath your heartsin his hands, and hee will furnith you withchoife. I am not fo ma- 
laperr, astodefire, that my.opinions alone, fhould give {way to a matter of fuch impor- 
tance, My fortune hath nor raifed chem to fo powerfull aad deepe conclufions, Truely, I 
have nor onely a great number of complexions, but an infinite many of ©pinions, from 
which, had Ja fonne of mine owne, I would diflwade him, and willingly make him te dias 
flaftethem. What? Ifthe trueftare not ever the moft commodious for man,he being of fo 
ftrang ¢ and untamed a compofition: Whether it bero the purpofe, or from the purpofe, it 
is no great matter, Itisacommoen Proverbe in Jtahe, that He knowes not the perfect pleafure 
of Venus, that hath not laine with a limping Woman. Either fortune, or forme particular accie 
dent have long {ince brought this by-faying in the peoples meuth : anditis as well {pokem 
of men as ef women: For the Queene of the Amazons anfwered the Scithian, thae wooed 
her co loves-embracements, deisa. xords cine. The coroke mand doth it beft. In rhat feminine 
common. wealth of theirs, to avoyde the domination of men, they were wont in their ine 
fancy to maime them, both their armes and legges and other limmes, that might any way 
advantage their ftrength over them,and make onely that ufe of them,that wein our World 
make of our Women. I would havefaide, thatthe leofe or disfoynted morion of a limping 
or crooke-backt Woman, might adde fome new kindc of pleafure unto that bufinelle oe 
fweec. finne, and fomcun-aflaid fenfuall fweernefle. ro fuch as make eriall of it : but I have 
lately learnt, chat even ancient Philofophy hath decided the matter: Who faith, chat the legs 
and thighs of the crooked-backt or halting-lame, by reafon of cheirimperfeQion not recej- 
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ving the nourishment, duc unto them, it followeth that the Genital Parts, thar are above 
them 
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them,are more full, better nourifhed and more vigorous.Or elfe,that fuch a defeé hindrin 

other exerci!sfuch as are therewith potlcffed,do leife wafte their ftrength and confume their 
vertue,and fo much the ftronger and fuller, they come to Venus fports. Which is alfothe 
reafon why the Grecians deicribed their Women-Weavers , to bee more horte and ears 
neftly-luxurious, than other Women: Becanfe of their fitting-trade, without any violent 
t exercife af the body. What cannot we difpute of according to that rate 2? I might likewife 


‘ fay of thefe, that the fame ftirring, which their labour, fo firing doth give them,doth rouze 
4 and follicite them, asthe jogging and fhaking of their Coache, doth our Ladies, Doenot 
i thefe examples fit that whereot I fpake in the beginning ? That our reafons doe often an- 
ticipare the effe&, and have the extenfion of their jurifdidtion fo infinite, that they judge 
th and exercife chemfelves ininanity, and toa not being? Befides the flexibilitie of our in- 
i vention,to frame reafons unto all manner of dreames;our imagination is likewife found ca- 
( fietoreceive impreflions from falfehood, by very frivolous apparances, For, by the onely 
it authoritie of the antient and publike ule of this word or phrafe,] have heretofore perfwaded 


my felie,to have received mere pleafure ofa Woman, in that fhe wasnot ftraight, and have 
accompred hir crookedneffe in the number of hir graces, Torquato Taffo, inthe comparifon 
q he makes betweene /taly and France,reporteth to have nored,that we commonly have more 
flender and {piny legges, than the Italian Gentlemen;and imputeth the caufe unto our con- 
tinuall riding and fisting on horfe-backe. Which isthe very fame , from which Swetonins 
draweth another cleane contrary conclufion : For, he faith, that Germanicus had by che fre- 
: quent ufe of this exercife,brought histo be very big, 7here ss nothing (0 (npple and wandering, 
: as our uncer fanding. It isliketoT beramencz fhooe, fit forall feet. eis double and diverte > 
and fo are marters diver{e and double. Give mea Dragme of Silver, faid a Cinicke Philofo- 
pher unto Antigongs:It ts not the prefent of a King,an{wered he, Give then a talent: Itis no 
gift for a Cinicke,quoth he; Georg, 
Sew plures calor slle vias, & cacavelaxat a 
Spiramenta, novas veniat qua fwccus in berbas: 
Sen durat magus, > venas astringit biantes, 
Ne tenses plavia, rapiasve potentia folts 
Acrior,ant Borea penetrabile frigus adura®, 
Whether the heate layes open holes unfeene, 
Whereby the fappe may pafle to hearbs frefh-greene: 
Or rather hardens and bindes gaping vaines, f 
Left tharpe power of hot {unne, or chinming rainess 
Of piercing North-coid blafte, 
Should fcortch,confume and wafte, 
Ogni medagalia bail fuoriver{sio; Each outfide hath bisinfde, faith che Italian. Lo why Cites 
machus was wontto-fay, that Carneades had furmounted the labours of Hercules; becaufe he 
had exaéted confent from men; that is to fay,opinion and temerity to judge, This fantafie 
of Carneades,fo vigorous (as I imagine) proceeded antiently, from the impudency of thofes 
who make profeffion to know,and from their exceflive felfe-overweening, «Z/ope was fet 
ro fale,cogether with two, other flaves; a Chapman enquired of the firft, what he could doe, 
heto endeare himfelfe,anfwered,mountaine and wonders,and what not? For he knew and 
could doe all things. The fecond anfwered even fo for himfelfe, and moretoo : But when 
hecameto «4&fepe, and demaunded of him what he could doe. Nothing (faid he) for thefe 
two have foreftaled all,and know and can doe all things, and have left noth ing for mee. So 
hath it happened in the {choole of philofophy, The rafhnes of thofe who afcribed che capa- 
city of allchings romans wit, through fpight and emulation produced this opinion in o- 
thers, that humane wit was not capable of anything. Some helde the fame extremity in 
ignerance, that others hold in kaowledgevTo the end none may deny, that man is nor ims 
moderare in all and every where:and hath no other ference or arreft,than chat of neceflity, 
and impuiflance to proceede further: 
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Cuarp. XII. 
~ Of Phifiegnomy. 


fA Lmoftall che opinions we have, are taken by authority, and upon credit: There isn 
A hurt. Wecannot chufe worfe then by our {elves, in fo weake an age. This image of 
Socrates his difcoutfe, which his friends have lefc us; we onely approveit, by the reverence 
of publické approbation. It isnot of our owne knowledge:they are not according to our uf. 
Might fich aman be borne now adayes, thereare but few would now efteeme him. Wee 
difcerne not graces inly or aright; We onely perceive them by a falfe light fer out and puft 
up with arte: Such as paffe under their naturall purity and fimplicity , doe eafily efcape fo 
weake and dimme a fight asoursis. They have afecret, unperccived and delicate beauty: 
he had neede of a cleere, farre-feeing and crue-difcerning fight. that fhould rightly difcover 
thisfecret light. Is not ingenuity (according to us) cofm. germaine unto fotufhnetle, anda 
quality of reproach ? Socrates maketh his foule to moove, with a naturall and common mo- 
tion, Thus faith a plame Country-man, and thus afeely Woman: Hee never hath other 
people in his mouth, than Coach-makers, loyners, Coblers, and Mafons, They are indus 
tions and fimilitudes, drawen from the moft vulgar and knowen aétions of men: every oné 
underftands him. Vander fo bafe a forme, wee fhould never have chofen the noble worthi- 
nefle and brightneffc of his admirable conceptions: Wee that efteeme all chofe but meane 
and vile, that learning doch norraife: and who have no perceiving of riches,except fer out 
in thew andpompe. Our Worldis framed but unro oftentation. Menare puffed up wich 
winde, and movedor handled by bounds, as Baloones. This man propofeth no vaine fan= 
tafies unto himfelfe.His end was, to ftore us with thingsand furnifh us with precepts, whicls 
really more fubftantially and joyntly ferve our life = 

 ———frvare modum, fine mque tentré, 
Naturdamque [equi 

Tokeepe ameane, tohold the end, 
And natures conduét to atterid. 


So washe everall onea like: And raifed himfelfe to the higheft pitch of vigor, not by fits; 
but by complexion, Or to fay better; heraifed nothing, but rather brought downe and re- 
reduced all difficulties, or fharpneffeco their originall and nacarall ftate; and thereunto {ub« 
dued vigor. For, in C2to, it is manifeftly feene, to be an out-right proceeding, far-above and 
beyond the common: By the brave exploits of his life, and in his death, hee is ever-per- 
ceived to be mounted upon his great horfes, Whereas this man keepes on the ground, and 
with a gentle and ordinary pace, treateth of the moft profitable difcourfes, and addreffeth 
himfelte both uato death and tothe moft thorny and crabbed croffes,that may happen un 
to the courfe of humane life.ft hath indeedefortuned; that the worthicftman tobe knowne, 
and fora patterne to be prefented to the world, he isthe man of whom we have moft certain 
knowledge. Heehath beene declared and enlightned by the moft cleare-feeing men, thac 
ever were; the teftimonies wee have of him, are in faithfulnetle and {ufficiency moft ade 
mirable, It is a great matter,that ever he was able to give fuchorder untothe pure imagina- 
tions of achilde,thac without altring or wrefting them, he hath thence produced thefaireft 
cffeéts of our minde. He neitherreprefents ic rich nor high raifed: but found and purezand 
ever Wi.h a blithe and undefiled health. By thefe vulgar {prings and natural! wards: by thefe 
ordinary and common fantafies, fans mooving or,without urging him({clte, hee ereéted noe 
onely the moft regular, but the higheft and moft vigorous opinions, 2étions and cuftomes, 
thatever were.. He it is, that brought humane wifedome from heaven againe, where 
fora longtime it had beene loft, ro reftore it unto man: whereher moft juft and labo- 
rious worke is. See or heare him pleade before his judges; marke with what, reafons he 
rouzeth his courageto the hazards of warre, what arguments fortific. his patience apain 
detra&tion,calumniation,tyrranny death, and againft his wives peevith head : therein is no. 
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thing borrowed from art, or from learning. The fimpleft may there know their meanes and 
mighe : ic is impoffible to goc further backe or lower, He hath done humane naturea gieac 
kindneffe, to fhew what and how much fhe can doe of her felfe, We are every one richer 
then we imagine, but we are taught to borrow, and infruéted to thift’; and rather to make 
ufe of others goods & meanes,then of our owne, There is nothing whereon man can ftay or 
fix himfelfe in time of his need, Of voluptuoufnedfe, of riches, of pleafure, of power, he ever 
embraceth more then he can grafpe or hold, His greedineffc is incapable of moderation. The 
very fame I finde to be in the curiofity of learning and knowledge: he cuts out more worke 
then ke can well make an end of : and much more thenhe neede, Extending the profi 
learning, as farre as his matter. Vt emninm rernnz, fic literarum quoque intemperantia laboramus, 
We are ficke ef afurfet, as of all things, fo of learning alfo, And Tacitus hath reafon to comm end 
e 4gricolaes mother, to have brideled in her fonne an over-burning and earneft defire of lear- 
ning.Ic is a good, being neerely looked unro,that containeth as other humane goods, much 
peculiar-vanity and nacurali weakeneffe: and is very chargeable, The acquifition and pur 
chafe whercof is much more hazardous, then of all other viands and beverage, For,what- 
foever elic we have bought; we carry home in fome vetfell or other, where we have law vo 
examine it’s worth:how much, and ac what time we are totake-ic. Bur Sciences,we cannot fo- 
dainly put them into any other veifell, chen our minde: wee {wallow themin buying chem, 
and goe from the market, either already infeéted or amended. There are fome, which in- 
fieade of nourifhing, doe but hinder and furcharge us ; and other fome, which under co- 
lour of curing, empoifon us. Ihave taken pleafure in (ome place, to {ce men, who for devo- 
tions fake have made a vow of ignorance, as of chaftity, poverty and penitence. Iis alfo a 

kind of guelding of our inordinate appetites, to muzzle this gteedineffe, which provoketh 
us to the ftucy of bogkes, & deprivech the mind of chat voluptuous delight, which by the o- 
pinion of learning doth fo tickle us. And iris richly to accomplifh the vow of poverty, to 

joynethat of che minde unto it, we weede not much searning for to live ateafe, And Sarates 

reacheth us, that we have both it, andthe way to finde and make ule of it, within us. All our 

fufficiency, that is beyond the narurall, is well nigh vaine d& fuperfluous, It is much, 
charge & trouble us no more,then it fteads us. Pancis opus e/f literis ad mentem bonam.Wehave 
neode of little learning to have a good minde,They are febricitant exceiles of our ff pirie: a curbu- 
Jent and unquiet in{trument. Rowze up your felfe, and you fhall finde forcible arguments a- 
gainft death to be in your felfe ; moft true and very proper to {erve and fteade youin time of 
neceflicy. T’is they which induce a peafant fwaine,yea & whole nations to die asconftantly as 
any Philofopher, Should I have died lefTe merily before Iread che Ta/cw/anes? Ithinke note 
And when I finde my felfcin my beft wits, I perceive,that I have fomewhat enriched my 
tongue 5 my courage bur little. Ic is sven as nature framed the fame at firft. And againit 
any conflict, ic hields it felfe, but with a naturall and common march. Bookes have not fo 
muchferved mee for inftruétion, asexercitation. What iflearning, alfaying to arme 
us with new wards andfences, againft natarall inconveniences, hath more imprinced cheit 
greatnefle and weight in our fantafie,then her reafons, quiddities and {ubtiliries, therewith 
tocoverus ? They are fubtilitiesindeed ; by. which fhe oftenawakech us very vaincly,Ob« 
ferve how many fleight and idle arguments the wifeft and clofeftauthors frame and (cater a= 
bout one good found : which if youconfider neerely, are but vaine and incorporall, They 

are but verbal wiles, which beguile us, But forfomuch as ic may be profitable: I will noc 
otherwife blanch them. Many of that condition are {eattered here and there,in divers places 


of this volume ; cither boriowed or imitaced. Yet fhould a man fomewhat heed, he callnot 
that force; whichis but quainenes: or terme that which is but quipping (harpe, folide; or 
name that good, which is but faire : que magis gu/tata qudmpotata deleftant,which more delight 
ws being but tafted,shen (wild c fwallowed downe. All that which pleafeth feedeth not; wbi non 
sngenis (6d animsi wegociuim agitur.Where it 1s no matter of wit, but of courage. Lo fee the ftrugling 
endevors which Sexeca giveth him(elfe, to prepare himfelfe againft death; to fee him fweate 
with panting ; to fee him bathe fo long upon this pearch, thereby roftrengthen and aflure 
himfcifes] fhould have made queftion of his reputation,had he not moft undantedly maintais 
ned the famein his death. His fo violent & frequent agitation, fheweth chat himfelfe was fere 


anitno color. A great corage (peakes foftly butfecnrely, Withath not ont colssx and Courage ano~ 
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ther. He mutt be conviéted at his owne charges, And fheweth in fome fort,that he was pre 
fed by hisadverlary. P/atarkes maner by how much more difdainefull and farre-extending 
it is (in my opinion ) o much more manlike and perfwafive is its | fhould cafily beleeve;that 
his (oule had her motions more a{fured and more regular, The one more fharpe, pricketh & 
fodainely ftarts us : toucheth the {pirit more. The other more folide, doth conftantly en- 
forme, cftablith and comfort us: toucheth more the underftanding. That ravifheth our 
judgement : this doth gaine ir, I have likewile feenc other compolitions and more reveren- 
ced, which in purtraying the combate, they endure againft the proyocations of the ficth, re 
refent them fo violent, fo powerfull and invincible,that our felves, who arecaft in the com- 
mon mould of other meng have as much to admire the unknowne ftrangeneffe and unfele vi- 
gor of their remptation,as their conftant refiftance.T o what purpofe do we foarmeand fteele 
our {elves with thefe labouring-cfforts of learning? Let us diligently furvay che furface of 
the earth, and chere confider fo many {ecly-poore people as we {ce toyling. fweltring and 
drooping about their bufineffe, which never heard of Ariffotée, nor of Plato, nor ever knew 
what exemples or precepts are. From thofe doth nature dayly draw and affoord us effeéts of » 
conftancy and patternes of patience, more pure and forcible,then are those, we fo curioully 
fudy -for in {chooles. How many do I ordinarily fee, that mifacknowledge poverty; how 
many that with for death, or that patie it without any alaram or affi@tion? A fellow that 
dungeth my garden, hath happily this morning buricd his father or his childe. The very 
names whereby they call difeafes,doe fomewhat mylden and diminifh the fharpnes of them, 
With them a Phthy/ique or confumption of the lungs, is but an ordinary cough: A dyfentery 
or bloody flix, but a diftemper of the Romacke: A pleurific but a cold or murre: and asthcy 
gently same them, fo they eafily endure them. Grievous are they indecd, when they hin- 
der their ordinary labour or breake cheir ufallreft: They will not cake their beds but when 
they fhall dy. Simplex sla & aperta virtus in obfenram c folertems {cientiams ver{a eft. That plaine 
andcleare vertne is tartied into ob/cure and cunning knowledge. I was writing this about a time 
thaca boiftrous ftorme of our tumulcuous broiles and bloody troubles,did for many months 
fpace, with all it’s might and horrour, hang full over my head, Onthe one fide, I had the 
enemics at my gates; on theother, the Picorenrs or free-booters, farre worfe foes, Nom ara 
mis [ed vitits certatur, We contend not with armour, but with vices .And at enc time felt and en- 
dured all manner of harme-bringing military injuries: : 


Hoflis adcft dextralavaque 1 parte timendus, 


Ovid. Pont.L1s 
hag 5S Vicinoque malo terret wtrimaue latus. 
A fearefull foe on left hand and on right, 
Doth with his neighbour harmes both fides afright. 
Oh monftrous Warre: Ochers worke without ; this inwardly and againft hir felfe: And 
with her owne venome gnaweth and confumes her felfe. Icisof fo ruinous and maligne a 
Nature; chat together with all things els, fhe ruineth her felfe: and with fpitcfull rage,doth 
rent, deface and maffaere it felfe. We doe more often {ee it, by and through hir felfe,co waft, 
ro defolate and diffolve hir felfe,then by or through want of any neceffary thing,or by ence 
mies force, All manner of difcipline doth fhunne and flic it, She commeth tocure feditiong 
and hir felfeis throughly therewith infe&ted : She goeth about to chaftize difobedience,and 
Sheweth the example of it : and being employed for the defence of Lawes, entreth into aétu- 
all rebellion againft her owne ordinances. Aye me, where are we? Our Phificke bringeth 
infection, ee (te 
Noftre wal s*emspoifonne 
Dufecours qu'on luy donne. 
Our evill is empoy ford more 
By plaifter they would lay to th’fore. 
Vire. ActL¥2. exuperat magis agrefestquemedendé. 5 
le Ic rifes higher, quicker, : 
: And growes by curing ficker, 
Catnl, Ar Zou. Ve. Ovnntd fanda nefanda malo permifta furore, 
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Lawfullunlawfull deeds with fury blended, 
Have turn’d fromus the Gods juftminde offended. 

Inthefe popular diicafes, one may in the beginning diftinguith che found from the ficke: 
but if they chance to continue any time} as ours hath done and doth ftill, all che body, yea 
head and heeles feele then:{elves the worfe ; no part isexempted from corruption. For, 
there is no aire aman drawes fo greedily, or (ucks fo gluttonoufly ; and that more /preds st felfe, or 
penetrates more deepely, then doth lscention/neffe. Our Armies haveno other bondtotie them, 
or other cymenc co faften them,then what commeth from ftrangers: Itis now a hard matter 
to frame a body of a compleare,conftant, well-ordered and coherent Army of Frenchmen ; 
Oh what fhame is ic? We have no other difcipline, then what borrowed or auxiliar Soul- 
diers (hew us. As for us,we are led-on by our owne diferetion and not by the commanders ; 
each man followeth his owne humour: and hath more to doe within, then without. Ic is 
the commandement fhould follow, court and yeeld unto: hee onely ought to obey: all che 
reft is free and loofe. I am pleafed ro fee, what remifneffe and pufilanimity isin ambition, & 
by what fteps of abjeGion and fervitude; it muft arrive unto in’s end, But Iam difpleafed to 
{ce fome debonaireand well. meaning minds, yea fuch as are capable of juftice, dayly core 
rupted, about the managing and commanding of this many-headed confufion , Long fuffe- 
rance begets cuftome ; cuftome, confent and imitation. We had too-too many infeed and ill- 
borne minds, without corrupting the good, the found and che generous.So that, if we con- 
tinue any time, it will prove a difficult matcerto finde out a manunto whofe skilland fuffi- 
ciency, the health or recovery of this ftate may be committed in truft, if forcune fhall hap= 
pily bepleafedco reftore it us againe. 

Fiune faltens everfo juvenens faccurrere feclo, 
Ne probibete, 

Forbid nor yetthis youth at leaft, 

To aide this age more then oppreft, 

Whatis become of that ancient precepts That Souddiers ought more tofeare their General 
thantheir enemy? Andof chat wonderfull exampleleffe example: That the Romane army 
having upon occafion éfclofed within her trenches, and round-befet an apple-orchard; fo 
obedient was fhe to her Capraines, that rhe next morning, it rofe and marched away with- 
out entring the fame or touching one apple, although they were full-ripe & very delicious: 
So that when the owner came,he found the full number of his apples? | fhonld be glad, chat 
our Youths, in fteade of the time they employ about leil¢ profitable peregrinations, and 
lefTe honourable apprencithips, would beftow one moity,in feeing & obferving the warres 
that happen on the fea, under fome good Captaine or excellent commander of Mata; the 
other moity inlearning and furveying the difcipline of the Turkifh armies. For ic hath 
many differences and advantages over ours. Thisenfueth, that here our Souldiers become 
more licentious in expeditions, there they prove more circum{peét and fearfully wary.For, 
Small offences and petty larcenies, which in times of peace, are in the common people puni- 
fhed with whipping and baftonadoes, in times of warre are capitall crimes, For an egge ta- 
ken by a Turke withour paying, heis by theirlawto have the full number of fifty ftripes 
with acudgell. For every other thing, how fleight focver ,not nece(Tary for mans feeding, 
evenfor very trifles, they are either chruft through with a fharpe ftake, which they call 
Empiling, or preiently beheaded, J have beene amazed, reading the ftory of Selim, the 
cruelleft Conqueror that ever was, to fee, at whactime he fubdued the Country of ef gypt, 
the beauteous gardens round about Dama/co,all open and in a conquered country;his maine 
army lying encamped roundabout , thofe gardens were lefc untouched and unfpoyled by 
the hands of his Souldiers, onely becaufethey were commanded to (poyle nething,and had 
not the warch-word of pillage But,is there any malady ina Common-weale,that defervech 
tobecombated by fo mortall drugge ? No faide Favonivs, not fo much as the ufurpation of 
the tyranicall poffeffion of aCommon wealth. Plato likewife is not willing one fhould 
offer violence to the quiet repofe of hiseCountrey,no not to reforme or cure the {ames and 
alloweth nor chat reformation, which difturbeth or hazardeth che whole eftace ; and which 
is purchafed with the blood and ruine of the Citizens, Eftablifhing the office of an hone 
man, in chefe caufes, co leave all there: But onely to pray God, to lend his extraordinary 
aflifting hand unce it, And{cemech to be offended with Dyon his great friend , eer 
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therein proceeded fomewhat otherwife, Iwasa Platonift on that fide before ever I knew 
there had beenea P/atoin the world, And if fuch aman ought abfolurely be banifhed our 
commeree; and refufed our fociety: (he who forthe fincerity of his confcience, deferved 
by meane of divine favour,athwart the publique darkneffe, and through the generall igno- 
rance of the world wherein he lived, fo farre co enter and fo deepely to penetrate into. chris 
ftianlight) I doe northinke, that ic befitteth us, to be inftruéted by-a Pagan, Oh whatime 
picty is it, toexpeét from God no fuccourfimply his, and without our cooperation, Iof= | 
cen doubt, whether among ft{o many men, that meddle with fuch a matter, any hath beene 
found of fo weake an underftanding, that hath earneftly beene perfwaded,he proceeded toe 
ward reformation, by theutmoft of deformations, that he drew toward his falvation, by 
the.moft expreffe caufes, that we have of undoubted damnatjon:that overthrowing policy, 
difgracing magiftrates, abufing lawes, under whofe tuition God hath placed him; filling 
brotherly mids nand loving hearts, with malice, hatred and murcher ; calling the Devils && 
furiesto his helpes he may bring afliftanceto the moft facred mildneffe and juftice of divine 
Law. Ambition, avarice, cruelty and revenge have not fufficient proppes and naturall impe~ 
tuonfity ; let us allure and ftirre them up by the glorious title of juftice and devotion. There 
cans no worfe eftate of things be imagined, than where wickedueffe comsmeth tobe lawful: Andwith 
the Magiftrates leave, to take the cloake of vertue: Nshilin (peciems fallacine,quams pravarelte 
£10, ubi deornm nuwsen pratenditur fceleribus. There is nothing more deceiprfull to few, than core 
rupt religion, when the power of Heaven 1s made apretence and cloake for wickedneffe. The ex- 
treame kinde of injuitice (according to Péato) is, chat that which is unjuft fhould beheld 
for juft, The common people fuffered therein greatly chen s not onely prefentloffes, 


undig, totise 
V[que adeo turbatur agris,———< 
Such revel] and tumultuous rout 
In all che country round about. 

But alfo fucceeding dammages. The living were faine to fuffer, fo did fuch as then were 
fearce borne. They wererobbed and pilled, and by confequencefo was I, even of hope s 
fpoiling & depriving them of all chey had to provide their living for many yeares to comes 

Lua neyuennt fecum ferre ant abdacere, perdunt, ; 
Ex cremat infontes turba[celeSta cafas 
Muris nulla fides fqnallent popularibus agri, 
They wretch-letle fpoyle and {pill what draw or drivethey may not, 
Guilty roguesto fet fire on guilt-leife houfes ftay not. 
- In wals notruft, the field 
: By fpoylegrowes wafte and wilde, 

Befides thefe mifchiefes, I endured fome others, I incurred the inconveniences that moa 
deration bringeth in fuch difeafes. I wasfhaven onall hands: Tothe Ghibelin I was a 
Guelf, to Guelf a Ghibelins Some one of my Poets exprefleth asmuch, but Iwotnot 
where itis, The fituation of my houfe, and the acquaintance of fuch as dwelt round aboue 
me, prefenced me with one vifage ; my life and ations with another, No formall accufae 
tions were made of ic ; for there was nothing to take hold of, I never oppofed my felfe a- 
gainft the lawes;and who had called me in queftion, fhoukd have loft by the bargaine. They 
were mute fulpicions, that ranne under hand, which never want apparance in fo confufeda 
hurly-burly, no more than lacke of envious or fooli‘th wits. I commonly affoord ayde unto 
injurious prefumption, that fortune fcattereth againft me ; by a fafhion I never had, to avoid 
juftifying, excufing or interpreting my felfe ; deeming itto be a putting of my con{cience 
tocompromife, to pleade for hir, Per/picuitas enim, argumentatione clevatnr: For the cleering 
of acanfe,is leffened by the arguing, Andas if every man {aw into mec as cleareas I doc my 
felfe, in lieu of withdrawing, I advance my felfe tothe accufation and rather endeare itsby 
an erronious and fcofling confeflion : except I flatly hold my peace, as of a thing unworthy 
any anfwer, But {uch as take ic foran over-proud confidence, doe not much lefle difefteeme 
and hate me for it, cham {uch as take it for weakneffe of an indefenfible caufe. Namely the 
great, with whom want of fubmiflion, is the extreame fault. Rudeto al! juftice, that is 
knowne orfelcs not demiile, humble or fuppliant, I have often ftumbled againft that pil. 
: Ag 
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Refs ee a ee iecterereese ek Yee? Tic or om or aes 
er. Soit.is, that by the harmes which befell mee, an ambitious man would have hanged 
him({clfe ; and fo would a covetons churle, inave nocareat.all to acquire or ger, 

Sit mihi quod nunc eff, etiam minus, ut mihi vivam 

Quod fupereft avs, fi quid (upereffe volent dij. 

Let me have,that I have, or leife, fo I may live 

Vnto my felfe the reft, ifany reft God give. ’ 

But lofles chat come unto me by others injury, be in larceny or violence, pinch me, in 2 
manner as one {icke and tortured with avarice. e4n offense canfeth undoubtedly more grisfe 
and foarpnelfe , than a loffe. A thoufand feverall kindes of mifchiefes fell upon me one inthe 
necke ot another ; I fheuld more ftoutly have endured them, had they come all at once. 
I bethought my felfe, amongft my friends, to whom Imight commit ancedy, .a defctive 
and unfortunate olde age:But after I had furveyed them all,and caft mine eyes every where 
I found my felfe bare and far co fecke,For one to fowle himfelfe downe headlong,and from 
fo great a height, he fhould heedily fore-caft chat it may be in the armes of a folide,tted/aft, 
vigorous and fortunate affe€kion, They are rare, ifchere be any. In theend | perceived the 
beft and {afeftway, was to truftborh my felfeand my neceflity, unto my felfe. And ific 
fhould happento be but meanly and faintly in Fortunes.grace, I might more effeétually re- 
commend my felfe unto mine owne favour, more clofely faften and more neerely looke un- 
tomy felfe. Inall things men relie upon {trange props, ro {pare their owne  onely certaine 
and oncly powerfull, knew they but howtoarme them({clves with them. Every man rune 
neth our and unto what isto come, becaufe no man is yet comeinco himfelfe, And I refol.. 
ved, that they were profirable inconveniences : forfomuch as when reafon will not ferve,we 
snuft firft warne untoward Scholars wich the rod ;as with fire and violence of wedges, we 
bring acrooked peece of wood to be ftraight. Itis long fince Icall, tokeepe my {elfe un- 
tomy felfe, and live fequeftred from alien and ftrange things notwithftanding I daily ftare 
out and caft mine eyes afide, Inclination, a great mans favourable word, a kind looke doth 
tempt me, God he knowes whether there be penury of chem now-adayes, and what fenfe 
they beare, Llikewife, without frowing, liften to the fubornings, framed to draw mee co 
fome towne of merchandife or city of trafficke ; and fo coldly defend my felfe,that it {eemes 
I fhould rather endureto be overcome, than not, Now to a(pirit fo indocile, blowes are 
required: and this ve(Tell,that of ic felfe is fo ready to warpe, to unhoope, to efcape and fall 
in peeces, muft be clofed, hooped and ftrongly knocke with an adze, Secondly, that this 
accident ferved meas an exercitation to prepare my felfe fot worfe, if worfe might happen ; 
af I, who both by the benefie of fortune and condition of my maners, hoped ro bec of the 
faft,fhould by chiscempeft be one of the firft furprifed. Inftruing my felfe betimes,to force 


my life and frame it for a new flare. True. perfeé liberty, is,for one to be ablero doe & work $ 


allchings upon himfelfe. Porenti/simsus eff qui fehabet in potefate, Hee is of moft power, that 
keepes him/elfe in his owne power. In ordinary and peacefull times, a man prepares himfelfe 
for commonand moderate accidents : butin this confufion, wherein we have beene thefe 
thirty yeeres, every French man,be it in generall or in particular doth hourely fee him(elfe 
upon the point of his fortunes over-throw and downefall, By fo much more ought each 
one have his courage ftored, and his minde fraughred, with, more ftrong and vigorous pro- 
vifions: Letus chanke Fortune, thac hath nor made us live in an effeminate, idle and lan- 
guifhing age: Some, whom other meanescould never bring unto it,fhall make themfelvcs 
tamous by their misfortunes, As I reade not much in Hiftories, thefe confuGions of other 
ftates, without regret, that I could not better them prefenc ; So doth my curiofiry make 
me fomewhat pleafe my felfe, with mine eyes to fee this notable {peétacle of our publike 
death:her fymptomes and formes, And fince I could not hinder the fame,I am content to be 
appointed asan afliftant uno it,& therby inftru& my felfe. Yet fecke we evidently to know 
infhadowes, and underftand by fabulous reprefentationsupon Theaters ,. to fhew of the 
tragicke revolutions of humane fortune. Ic is not without compaffion of chat we heare,but 
we pleafe our felves to rowze up our difpleafure, by the rareneffe of thefe pitifull ,events. 
Nothing tickées, that pincheth net. And good Hiftorians avoid calme narrations,as a dead Was 
ter or mort-mere;to retreeve {editions & finde out warres,whereto they know we cal them, 
I doube whether I may lawfully avow, at how bafea rate of my. lifes reft and tranquillity, I 
have paftic morethanhalfe in theruine of my Country. In accidents.that couch me not im 
= . E¢e aid ae my 


589 


b 1) 
Hor. lb.1 opi? 


18,107. 


eee ro ee orem 


lide 


Hor.car.lx.ade 


28.1950 


enemas 


“ss 


Chap.12. 


oe Sa errno 


The third Booke. , 


my frechold,I purchafe patience very cheape; and to complaine to my felfe, I refpeé not {© 
much what is taken from mee,as what is left me both within and withont. There is comfor® 
in fometimes e{chewing one, and fometimes another of the evills, chat one in the necke of 
another furprifeus, and elfewhere ftrike us round abour. As matters of publike interefts, 
according as my afteétion is more univerfally {cattered, fhe is chereby more enfeebled Since 
itishalfecrue: Tautums ex publicis malis fentimus,quantum ad privatas res pertinet. Wee feel 
fo much of common barmes as appertsine to onr private estate. And thatthehealth whence wee 
fell was fuchgchat her felfe folacech the regret we fhould have for her. Ic was health, mary 
but in comparifon of the contagion, which hath followed the fame. Wee are not falne very 
high. The corruption and the brigandage,which now is in office and dignity, feemesto me 
the leaft rolerable. Wee are leffe injurioully robbed in the midft of a woed, then a place of 
fecurity. Ic was an univerfall coherency of members fpoiled avic one another ; and moftof 
them, with old-rankled vicers, which neither admitted nor demaunded recovery. Truely 
this fhaking-fic did therefore more animate then deterre me,onely by the aide of my confef- 
ence,which not onely quietly but fiercely carried it {elfe,and I found no caufe to complaine 
of my felf:likewife,as God never fends men either evils or goods abfolutely pure,my health 
held out well for that time,yea againft her ordinary : Andas with outit I can donothing, 
fo with it, there are few things Icannordoc. She gave me meanes to{ummon and rouze 
up all my provafions,and to beare my hand before my hurt,which happily would have gone 
further : And proved in my patience, that yet I had fome-hold againft fortune, and that to 
thruft me out of my faddle, there wasrequireda ftronger counterbuffe. This I fpeake noty 
to provoke her to give me a more vigorous charge.] am her fervant, and yeeld my felfeun- 
to her: For Gods fake lec her be plealed, Demaund you whether I feele her afiaules? I doe 
indeede, As thole whom forrow poffetfeth and overwhelmeth, doe not withftanding at one 
time or other (Uffer themfelves by intermiflions to be touched by fome pleafure,and now & 
thenfinile. Ihave fufficient power over my felfe, to make mine ordinary ftate quiet and 
free from all tedious and irkefome imaginations; but yet I fometimes foffer my felfe by ftarts 
to be furprifed with the-pinchings of the/e unpleafant conceits,which whilft I arme my felfe 
to expell or wreftle againft them, affaileandbeate mee. Loehere another huddle or tide of 
mi/chiefe; hat on the necke of the former came rufhing upon mee. Both within and round 
about my houfe, I was overtaken, in refpeét of all other, with a moft contagious peftilence. 
For, as (oundeft bodies are fubjeét ro gricuous difeafes, becaufe they onely can force them + 
fo the dire about me being very healchy,wher in no mans memory infection (although very 
necre)could ever take footing : comming now to be poifoned brought forth frange effects s 

Mifta fenum & juvenum denfantur funera unlluns 

Savacaput Proferpina fugit. 

Of old and young thicke funerals are thared ; 

By cruell Proferpine no head is {pared. 

T was faine to endure this ftrange condition, that the fight of my houfe was irkeforne unto 
me. Whatever was therein, lay all atrandon,no man looked thereuntosand was free for any 
thathad aminde untoit. I'who havefolong beenea good houfekeeper, and ufed to hof- 
pitality, was much troubled and put tomy fhifts, how to finde out fome retreace for my fas 
mily. A difmaied and fcattered family, making both her felfe and her friends afraide, and 
breeding horrour where it foughe to retire for fhelcer ; being now to fhift and change hes 
dwelling, fo foone asany of the company beganne to fecle his finger ake, all che reft were 
difmaied. Every fickneffe is then taken for the plague: none hath Icafure ro confider them. 
And the mifchiefe is, that according to rules of arre, what danger feever approcheth, 2 
man muft continue forty dayes in anxiety or feare of that evill; in which rime yourowne I- 
magination doth perplex you as fhe lift and infeét yourhealth. All which bad much leffe 
toucht mee , hadT not beene forcedro beare other mens burthens and partake all their 
grievances,and for fix months {pace,in miferable maner, to be a woeful! guide to fo great- 
confufed a Caravane, For I ever carry my prefervatives about me, which arerefolurionand 
fufferance. Apprehenfion doth not greatly prefleme, whichis particularly feared in this 
fickneffe, And ifbeing alone, Ifhould have taken ir, it had beene a ftronger and further 
Bight: Icis a death in mine opinion, not of the worft : Ic is commonly fhore and {peeding, 
voide of lingring giddinefle,without paine, comforted by the publike condition: withoue 
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<cuaintinie-witheut mourning,atd without thronging. But for the peoplé about us,the hun- 
dreth part of foules cannot be faved. : 
—videas defertaquercona 

P aftoruws,c& tonge faltus lateque vacantes. 

Kingdomes of Shepherds defolate forlorne, 

Parkes farre and neere lic wafte, a tate all rorne} 

Inchat place,my beft revenue is manual] : what a hundred men laboured for me, lay fal 
low for a long time. What examples of refolution faw we nor then in all this peoples fim- 
plicity? Each one generally renounced all care of life. The grapes (which are the countries 
chiefe commoditie) hung ftill and rotced upon the vines untouch’e : all indifferently prepa- 
ring themf(elves, and expecting death,either that night or che next morrow: with counte- 
nance and voice fo little daunted,that they feemed to havecompromitted to this neceflitie, 
and thar ic was an univerfall and inevitable condemnation, Icisever fuch. Bur what flender 
hold hath the refolution of dying ? The difference and diftance of fome few houres : the 
onely confideration of the company ycelds the apprehenfion diverfe unto us. Behold thefe 
becaufe they die in one fame month, children, yong,old;they areno more aftonied,they are 
no longer wept-for. Ifaw fome that feared to ftay behinde, as if they had beene in fome 
horrible {olicude: And commonly I knew no other careamongft them, but for graves: it 
much grieved chem, tofee the dead carcatfes fcactered over the fields, at che mercy of wilde 
beafts ; which prefently began toflockethither.. Oh how humane fantafies differ and are 
eafily difioined! The Neorites 5 a nation whilome fubdued by e4/exander the Great, caft 
‘out their dead mens bodies into che thickeft of their woods;there to be devoured: the grave 
onely efteemed happy amongthem. Some in good health digged already their graves 
otherfome yet living did goe intothem, And a day-labourer of mine,as he was dying, with 
his owne hands and feet pulled earth upon him, and fo covered himfelfe. Was not this a 
lying downe inthe fhade to fleepeateafe ? An enterprifein fome fort as highly noble, as 
that of fome Romane Souldiers,who after the batrel of Canns,were found with their heads 
in certaine holes or pits, which themfelves had made, and filled up with their hands, where- 
inthey were fmothered. Toconclude, a whole tation was prefently by ule brought to a 
march, that in undantednetfe yeelds not to any con{vlted and fore-meditated refolution. 
The greateft number of learnings inftructions, to encourage us have more fhewrhen force, 

and more ornament then fruir. Wee have forfaken nature, andyer wee will reach her her 
leffon: Shee, that lead us fo happily,-and dire&ted us fo fafely: And in the meane while; 
the craces of her inftru€tions and that little; which by che benefit of ignorance, remaineth 
of her image, imprinted in the life of this rufticall troupe of unpolifhed men ; learning is 
compelled to goe daily a borrowing, thereby to make her difciples a pattern¢ of conftancy, 
of innocency and of tranquilicie. It isa goodly matter to fee how thefe men full of fo greac 
knowledge, muft imitate this foolifh fimplicitie; yea in the firft and chiefe a€tions of vertue. 
And thar otir wifedome fhould learne of beafts,the moft profitable document-, belonging 
xo the chiefeftand molt neceffary parts of ourlife. How wefhould live and dic, husband 
our good:,loveand bring up our children, and entertaine juftice. A fingular teftimonie of 
mans infirmitie:and that this reafon we fo manage at our pleafure, ever finding fome diver- 
fitie and noveltie, leaveth untous no maner of apparant tracke of nature. Wherewith men 
have done,as perfumers do with oyle,they have adulterated her, with fo many argumenta- 
tions,and fofifticated her with fo diverfe farresfetche difcourfes, that fhe is become variable 
and peculiar to every man, and hath loft her proper, conftant and univerfall vifage:whereof 
we muftfeeke for areftimony of beafts, not fubje&t co favor or corruption, nor to diverfiry 
of opinions. For itis moft true, thatthemfelves march not alwaics exaétly in natures path, 
bur if chey chanceto ftray it is fo little,chat you may ever perceive the tracke.Evenas horfes 
led by hand doe fometimes bound and ftart out of the way, but no furtherchen cheir hal- 
tetslength , and nevertheletfe follow ever his ftepsthatleadech them + Andasa Hawke 
takes his fighc but under the limitsof hir cranes,ortwyne. Evxilia, rormenta,bella, morbos, 
naufragia meditare,nt unllo fis malotyro, Banilbnsents, torments, warres,fickne[fes,/. tpwracks, all 
the[e fore-caft and premeditate,that thon maiest feeme no novice, wofrefhwater fouidser to any mt [= 
adventure Nhat availeth this euriofity unto us, to preoccupate all humane natures inconve- 
niences,and with fo much labour and toyling againft ché,to prepare our felves, which pere 
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adventure fhall nothing concerne us ? (Parem paffis triftitiam facit, pats poffe. It makes men 
as fad that they may Suffer [ome mifchiefe, as if they had (uffred st. Not onely the blow, but the 
windeand cracke ftrikesvs) Or asthe moft febricicant, for {urely it isa kinde of fever, now 
tocaufe your {elfeto be whipped, becaufe fortune may one day chance to make you endure 
ittandat Mid.Sommer to put-on your furr'd Gowne, becaufe you fhall necde it at Chrift- 
ras ? Caft your felves inro the experience of all the mifchiefes, that may befall you , namely. 
of the extreameft:theretry yous felfe (faythey) thereaffure your felfe. Contrariwife, the 
eafieft and moft naturall, were even te difeharge his thought of them. They will not come . 
foone enough, their true being doth not laftuslong enough, our fpirit muft extend and 
lengthen them, and before-hand incorporatethemintohimtelfe, and therewith entertaine 
himfelfe, as if they lay not fufficiently heavy on our fenfes. They willweigh heavy enough 
when they (hall be chere,( faith one of the maifters,not of a tender, but of the hardeft Se&) 
meane while favour thy {elfe:Beleeve what thou loveft beft: What availes it thee to collee& 
and prevent thy ill foreune : and for feare of the future, lofe the prefent ; and nowto bemie 
ferable,becaufe in time thou maicft bee fo ? They are hisowne words. Learning doth us 
willingly one good office, exaétly to inftructus in the demenfions of evils. é 
Curis acnens mortaliacordte 

Mena cogitations whetting, 

With fharpe cares inly fretting. 

Ir were pitty, any part of cheir greatneffe fhould efcape our feeling and underftanding. Te 
is certaine, that preparation unto death, hath caufed more torment unto moft,han the very 
fufferance. Icwas whilome trucly faid, of and by a moft judicious Authour ; AZinus afficie 
Senfus fatigatio, quavscogitatio. Wearineffe left troubleth our [enfes, then penfiveneffe doto. The 
apprehenfion of prefent death , doth fometimes of it felfe animate us, with a ready refolu- 
tion, no longer to avoide a thing alrogether inevitable. Many Gladiators have in former 
ages beenc feene,having at firft fought very cowardly, moft couragioully to embrace death 
offering their throateco the enemies {word,yea and bidde them make hafte. The fight di- 
ftant from Future death hath neede of afloweconftancy, and by confequence hard to bee 
found. If you know not how to die, take no care forit, Nature her felfe will fully and fuffi- 
ciently teach you in the nicke, the will exactly difcharge that workefor yous trouble soe ~ 
your {elfe with ite ; 
Iucertam fruftra mortales funeris berava 

Qweritis, co qua fit mors adttura via: 
Pana minor certam fubitoperferre ruinam, 
Queda tinseas, gravins [uftinus[fe din. 
Of death ch’uncertaine houre you men in vaine 
Enquire, and what way death fhall you deftraines 
A certaine fodaine ruincis leife paine, 
More grievous long what you feare to fuftaine. 
We trouble death wich the care of life,and life with the care of death. The one annoyeth 5 
the other affrightsus. It isnot againft death, we prepare our felves,it is a thing too momen= 
cary.’ A quarter of an houre of paflion without confequence and without annoyance, de- 
fervesnot particular precepts. Tofay truth, we prepare our felves againft the preparations 
ofdeath.  Philofophy reacheth us, ever to have death before onr eyes, tofore-fee anaconfider i 
before it come : Then giveth us rules and precautions foto provide, that fuch forefight and 
thought hurt usnot. So doe Phifitions, ‘who caft us into difeafes, that they may employ 
their drugges and skill about them, If we have noc known how to livgit is iniuftice to teach 
us how to die, and deforme the end from allthe reft. Have wee knowne how to live con. 
ftantly and quietly, wee thall know how to die refolutely and repofedly, They may bragge 
asmuch as they pleafe, Tota Philefephorum vita commentatio mortis eft. The whole life of a 
Philofopher is the meditation of bisdeath But me thinkes,it is indeede the end,yec not the {cope 
of life, Ic is her laft,itis her extremity,yet not her objet. Hir felfe muft be unco hit felte, 
hir sime,hir drift and her defigne. Hir direét ftudieis, to order, to direétand to fufter hic 
felfe. In the number of many other offices, which the generall aad principall Chapter, to 
know how te livecontainerh, is thisfpeciall Article, Zo kxow bow te dic. And of the cafictt, 
did not our owne feare weighit downe. To judgethem by cheir profit and by the naked 
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truth,the leflons of fimplicity, yeeld not much cothofe, which Do€trine preacheth to the 
contrary unto us, Men are different in feeling, and'diverfe in force : they muft be direéted 
to their good, according tochemlelves, and by diverle waies ; 

Q 40 me cumquerapit tempeffas, deferor hofpes. 

Where I am whirld by winde and wether, 

] gucft-like ftraighe am carried thecher. 

I never faw meane paifanc of my neighbours, enter into cogitation or care, with what af 
Tyrance or countenance, hee fhould patfe this lafthoure. Nature ceacheth him neverto 
muze on death but whenhe dieth. Andthen hath hea betcer graceinit, than Ariffetle ; 
whom death perplexed doubly, both by het felfeand by fe long a premeditation, There. 
fore was it Cefars opinion, that The leaft premeditated death, was the happie/? and the eafic/t. 
Plus dolet,quam neceffe est, qui ante dolet quam nece{jeest. He grieves more than heneed, That 
grievesbefore heneede, The fharpeneffe of this imagination: proceeds from our curiofity. 
Thus we ever hinder our felves; defiring to fore-runne and {way naturall prefcriptions:Ic is 
but for Doors being in health, co fare the worfe by it, and to frowne and ttartleac the I- 
mage of death. The vulgar forr, have neither neede of remedy nor comfort, but when the 
fhocke or ftrokecommeth. And juftly confiders no more of ir, chaa hefeelech. And isic 
not as we fay, that che valgars ftupidity and want of apprehenfion, affoorde them this pas 
tience in private evilssind this deepe carelefnes of finifter future accidencs? T hat their mind 
being more groffe, dull and blockith,is leiTe penetrable and agitable?In Gods name, if it be 
fo, lec us henceforth keepe a {choole of brutality.Icis the utmoft fruic that Sciences promife 
unto us,to which fhe fo gently bringeth her dilciples, We (hall not want good teachers, in- 
rerpreters of naturall fimplicity. Socrates fhall be one, For, asneare as I remember, he {pea- 
keth inthis fenfe the Iudges, that determine of hislife : Zfeare me my CWaiffers (\aith 
hee) that if Iintreate you not to make me die, I foall cenfirme the evidence of my accufers 5 which ts, 
That I profel[e to bave more under ftanding than others, as having fome knowledge more fecret and 
hid of things both above and beneath ws. Lkpow 1 have neither frequented nor knowne death, nor 
have 1 feene any body, that bath either felt or tried Ler qualities, toinfirutt me inthem. Thofe whe 
feare her, prefuppofetoknow: As for me, Ineither know whoor what fhets , nor what they doe 
inthe other world, Death may peradventure be a thing ina:fferent, happily a thing defirable. Tet 
ts it to bee beseeved, that sf it be atran{migrationfrom oneplaceto another, there uw fome amende- 
went in going to live with fo many worthy famous perfons, that are deceafed: and be exempted froms 
having any moreto doe with wicked and corrupted Indges. Ifit be a confiummation of ones being, it 
zs allo an amendment and entrance sntoa long and quiet nights Wee finde nothing [o (wectein life , 
as aquietreft and gentle fleepes and withourdreames, The things I know to be wicked, as to wrong 
or offendones neighbour : andtodsfobey bes fuperiour, be be God or man, [carefully founne thems: 
Such as I know nor whether they bee good or bad, Icannot feare them. If Igoe to my death, aud 
leave you alive : The Gods onely (ee, whether you or | {hall profper beft. eAndtherefore, for my ree 
garde, you {hall difpofe of tt, asst fhail beft pleafeyou. But according to wy fafhion, which to coun- 
Sell good and profitable things, this I fay, that for your owne confitence you foall doc bef? tofree and 
difcharge mee:except you fee further isto mine owne canfe than my /elfe. eA udjudging according to 
my formser actions,both putlske and private, atcording to my intentions; and to the profit, that fo 
wary of oir Citizens, both young audolde, draw dayly from my converfation , andthe frust,all yon 
reape by me, youcannot more juftly or duely difcharge your elves toward my defertes, than by apa 
pointing (ay poverty confidered ) that I may live, and at the commsoncharge bee kept, inthe Bry= 
taneo: which for much leffe reafons, [have often feene you freely grannttoothers, Impurest not 
to ob ftinacy or difdainein me, mor take stinill part, that], according to cuftome proccede not by 
way of sntreatie, and moove you to commiferatien. I have both friends and kinsfolkes, being not { as 
Homer faith begotten of a blocke or fone, no more than ober men : capable toprefent themfelves 
hambly (ving with teares and mourning : and I have three defolate wailing children, to move you ta 
pittie But I (hold make your Cittealbamed, of the age | amin,andinthat reputation of wifedomes 
as now I stand in prevention toyeeld unto fo bafean abject countenance?. What would the world 
Say of other Athenians? I have ever admonifued {uch as have heard we (peake, never to purchafé 
or redecme'their life, by any difhoneft or unlawfall att. And in my countries warres, borb at Am- 
phipolis, at Potidea, at Delia, andothers,inwhich Ihave beene, Ibave foewenby effects, how 
farve 1 was from warranting my fafety by my foame. Mereover; I foouldinterest your duty, and 
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pretndice your calling,and perfwade you te foule wnlawfull rbings; } 
and (olid reafons of juftice fhould perfwade you. Yon have fworne to the Gods, [oto maintaine you? 
felves. Notto beleeve there were any, might feeme 1 would fufpedt , recriminate or retorts the 
fault upon you, And my [elfe foonla witnelfe againf? my felfe,not to beleeve in them as I ought : ds- 
sfrufting their conduct, and not mecrely renatting my affaires into their bands. 1 wholly truft and 
relieonthem, and certainely hotde, that in this, they will di(pofe as it fhall bee mecteft for you, and 
fitteft for me. Floweft men, thar neither live, nor are dead, have no caufe at allto feare the Gods, 
Ts aot this achildith pleading, of an inimaginable courage ; and in what neceflity employ- 
ed? Verily ic was reafon, hec fhould preferre it before that, which the great Orator Lyfias 
had fet downs in writing for him,exczllency fathioned in a judiciary Stile ; but unworthy 
of fo noble a criminall.Should a man have heard an humbly-fuing voice out of Socrates his 
mouth ? Would that proud vertue have failed in the beft of ber fhew 2? And would his rich 
and powerfull nature, have commited her defence unto arte and in ker higheft Eilay, ree 
nounced unto truth and finceritie, the ornaments of his {peech to adorne and decke him 
felfe with che embellifhment of che figures and fidtions of a fore-learn’t Oratfon, Hee did 
moft wifely, and according to himfelfc, not to corrupt the renure of an incorruptible life,8c 
fo facred animageofhumaneforme , to prolonghis deerepitude for one yecre ; and 
wrong the immortall memory of fo glorious anend. He ought his life,not to himlelfe, but 
to the worlds example, Had it not beene a publike loffe, ifhe had finifhed the fame in fome 
idle,bafeand obfcuremanner ? Truely, fo careleffe and effeminate a confideration of his 
death, deferved, pofteritie fhould fo much more confider the fame forhim : which it did, 
And nothing is fo juftin juftice,as char,which fortune ordained for his commendation:For 
the Athenians did afterward fo.deteft and abhorre thofe, which had furthered & caufed his 
death, that of all they were loathed and fhunned as curfed and excommunicated men : what 
foever they had but rouched was held te be pollured:No man would fo much as wath with 
them in bathes or hot houfes : nomanaffoord chema falucation, much Jeffe accoft or have 
to doe with them: fo that being in the end no longer able to endure this publike hatred and 
generall contempt, they all hanged themfelves. If any manthinkes, that amongft fo many 
examples, I might have chofen for the fervice of my purpofe, in Socrates his fayings, I 
have chofen or handled this but ill: and deemeth this difcourfe,to be raifed above common 
opinions : J havedone:it wittingly : for Ijudge otherwife and holditto beca difcourfe , 
in ranke and fincerity, much fhorterand lower, then vulgar opinions. Jt reprefenteth in 
an un-artificiall boldneffe,and infantine fecutity, the pure impreffion and firft ignorance of 
nature, Becaufe itis credible, thatwe naturally feare paine, but not death, by reafonof her, 
Teis a pare of our being,noleffe effentiall chan life. To what end would Nature haveelfe en+ 
endred the hate and harror of it, {eeing it holdes therein, & with it aranke of moft great 
profir, tofofter the fucceffion,and nourifh che viciffitude of her works? And that inchis unis 
vérfall Commonweal, it fteadeth and ferycth more for birth and augmentation, then for 
lotfe, decay or ruine, 
Sic rerum [imma novatar, 
So doth the fumme of all, 
By courfes rife and fall. 
Mille animas una necata dedit. 
Wethoufand foules thall pay, 
For one foule made away, 

The decay of one life, is the paflage to a thoufand other lives. Nature hath impriatedia 
beafts, thecare of themfelves and of their preferyation. They preceede evento the feare 
of their empairing ; to fheoke or hurt themfelves : and that we fhould not fhackle orbeate 
them, accidents fubjeét to their fenfe and experience: Bur that we (hould killchem, they 
cannot feare ie,nor have they the faculty to imagine or conclude their death, Yet is it repor- 
ted, ‘that they are not{cene onely to embrace and endure the fame joyfully (moft Horfes 
neigh indying, and Swannes fing whenitfeifeth them.) Butmorcover, they feeke it 
when they neede it;as by divers examples may be proovedinthe Elephants, Befides, the 
manner of arguing, which Socrates ufeth here, is it not equally admirable,both in fimplicitie 
andinvehemency ? Verily [eis wucheafier, to /peake as Ariftotle, and live asCzefar , thas 
[peake dnaliveas Socrates, Therein confifts the extreame degree of difficuley and perfe. 
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ion ; arte cannot attaine unto it. Our faculties are not now fo addtefled, We neither affay,, 
nor know them3we invetft our felves with others,and fuffer our own to be idle, As by Fobhe 
might be {aide of me: that here I have but gathered a noferay of ftrange floures; and have 
put nothing of mine unto it, but che thred co bindé them, Certes, Ihave given unto pub- 
like opinion, thar thefe borrowed orhaments accompany me: but I meane northey thould 
cover or hide mie: it is contrary co mine intention, Who would make fhew of nothing thar 
is not mine owne, yea mine owne by nature: Andhad I beliewed my (cife, at all adven- 
ture I had fpokenalone, Idayly charge my felfe the more beyond my propofirion and 
firft forme, upon the fantafie of time, and through idléneffe,1f it mif-feeme me as I thinkeit 
doth, it is no great matter ; ic may be profitable for fome other, Some alleadge Plato, fome 
mention Homer that never faw them, or as they fay in Englith, many a man/peakes of Robin 
hood, that never fhot in bis bow: And have taken divers patfages from others then in their 
fpring. Without paine or fufficiency ; having athoufand volumes of bookes about mec, 
where now I write, if Ipleafe, Imay prefently borrow froma nuimber of fach botcherly- 
patchcotes ( mén that I plod not much upon) wherewith te enamel this treaty of ‘Phy/ion 
gnomie.J need butthe liminary epiftle of aGermaneto fore me with allegations:and we got 
gucfting that way for atading greedy glory, to coufin and deludé the foolith world, Thefe 
rapfodies of common places, wherewith fo many ftuffe their flady, ferve not greatly but for 
vulgar fubjeéts, and ferve but to fhew and norro dire@tus: A ridiculous-fond fruite bf lear 
ning, that Socrates doth fo pleafantly enveigh and cxagitace againft Eurhydemis, Y have 
feene bookes made of things neither ftudied nor ever underftood: the author comming to 
divers of his leatned and wife friends in the fearch cf this and that matter,that {6 hee might 
compile them into a booke,contenring himfelfe for his owne part, to have caft che plot and 
projvedthe deifeigne of it, and by his induftry tohave bound up the fagor of unknowne 
provifions : at leaitistheinke and paper hisowne. This may bee{aidero be a buying or 
borrowing, and not a making or compiling of a booke. It is to reach men, hot thar one cant 
make 2 booke, but to put chem out of doubr, chat hee cannot makeit. A prefident of che 
law,ina place where I was, vanced himfelfe, ro have hudied up together two hundred and 
od ftrange places in a prefidential! law-cafe of his: In publithing of which, he defaced rhe 

lory, which others gave him for ir. A weake,childifh and abfurd boafting in my opinion, 
for fuch a fubject and for fuch a man, I déecleane contrary; and amongft {0 many borrow. 


ings, am indecd glad to filch fome ones difguifing & altering the fame to fome new fervice; 
On hazard, to let men fay,that iris for lacke of underftahdiug it’s natural ufe,1 pive it fome 
partict lar addaréffing of mine own hand,to the end it may be fo much leffe meerely ftrange, 
Whereas thefe put cheir larcemies to publike view and garifh fhew. So have they more cree 
dit in the lawes, then I, We orher naturalifts fappole,that there is @ great and incompara- 
ble preference, bet weene the honour of invention and chat of allegation, Would | have {po* 


ken according to learning. Thad {poken fooner : I had written at fuch times as | was heerer 
to my ftudies, when T had more wit and more memory sand fhould more have rrufted the 
vigor of chat age, chen the imperfeion of this, had I beene willifg to profefe writing of 
bookes. And wharif this gtatious favour, which fortune hath not long fince offered me by 
the intermiffion of this worke, could have befalne me in fach afeafon, in liew of this, where 
it is equally defiréable to polfetfe, and ready to loofe? 

Two of mine acquaintance ( both notable men in this faculty ) have, ih my conceit, loft 
much becau/e they refufed to publifh themfelves at forty yeares of age, to ftay untill chey 
were three (core, AZaturity bath her defetts, afwell as greentne(e, and werfe, And as incum- 
modious or unfit is old age unto this kinde of worke, as to any other, Whofoever put's his 
decrepitude underthe preffe,commitreth folly,iftherby he hopes to wring out humors, that 
fliall not rafte of dorage,of foppery,or of droufine(fe.Ourfpirit becommeth coftive and thick- 
énsin growing old, Ofignorance | fpeake fuinpruoufly and plentioufly, and of learning 
tmeager!y and pitioufly: This accefforily and accidentally : That expretfely and principel- 
ly. And purpofcly I treateofnothing, bur of neching: ner of any one {cience but of un= 
fcience, | have chofen the time, where the life I have ro {et forth, isall before me, the reft 
holds moreof death. And of my death onely fhould I finde ir babling, as others doe,I would 
willingly, in diflodging, givethe World advife, Socrates hath beene a perfect patrerne in 


all great qualities, Lam vexed, ghat ever he met with fo unhanfome and crabbed a body, 35 
we Wg 
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they fay he had, and fo ditlonant from the beauty of his minde. Himfelfe fo amorous an 
fo beforced on beauty. Nature did him wrong. There is nothing more truely-femblable, 
as the conformity or relation betweene the body andthe minde. Ip/i animi, magni referts 

qraltin copore lecari fint : multa enim e corpore exiftunt, qua acnant mentem: multa, qua obtsp- 

dant. It ws of great import in what body the minde ts befowed : for many things arife of the body to 

| Sharpen the minde, and many things to dull andrebate st, This man {peakes of an unnatural] 

ti i ill-favourdnetfe, and membrall deformity : but we call ill fayourdnefle a kinde of unfeeme= 
Hi i line({e at the firft ight, which chicfcly lodgeth in the face ; and bythe colour worketh a 
! difikeinuss A freckle, a blemmith a rude countenance, afowerlooke, proceeding often 

of fome inexplicable caufe, may bein wellordcred, comely and compleare limmes. The 

fouleneife of face, which invefted a beateous mindein my deare friend La Boitie, was of 

this predicament. This fuperficiall ill-tavourdneile, which is notwithftanding to the mo 

\ imperious, is of letfe prejudice unite the fate of the minde: and hath {mall certainty in mens 
opinion. The ether, by a more proper name called amore fubftantiall deformity, beareth 
commonly a deeper inward ftroke. Not every (Looe of /mooth-fbining leather, but every well- 
Soapen and banfome. made free, fheweth the inward and right foape of the foote, As Socrates aid 
of his, that it juftly accufed fo much in his mind had he not correéted the fame by inftituti- 
on. But in fo faying,] fuppofe, that according to his wonted ufe,he did but jeft:& fo excel 
Ientamind, did never frameit felfe, Tcannot often cnough repeate, how much I efteeme 
beauty, fo powerfull and advantagiousa quality is fhe. He named it,a ort tyranny: And Plato 
: the priviledge of Nature. We have nonethat exceedsit intredit. She poffeffeth the chiefe 
i i ranke in the commerce of fociety of men:She prefents it felfe forward:the feducech and pres 
| Wa eccupates our judgement, with great authority and wonderfull imprcflion, Phryne had loft 
her plea, though in the hands of an excellent lawyer, if with opening her garmenrssby the 

if fodaine flafhing of hir beauty, fhe had not corrupted her judges, And I finde, that Cyrus, 
te Alexander and Cafar thofe three Mafters of the World, have not forgotten or negleéted 
a the fame in atchieving their great effaires. So hath nocthe firft Scipio. One fame word 
at in Greeke importeth faire and good. And eventhe Holy.Ghoft calleth often thofe good, 
+ which he meaneth faire. I fhould willingly maintaine the ranke of the goods, as imployed 
ie the fong, which Plate faith to have beenctriviall, caken from fome ancient Poet ; Health, 
beauty and riches. eAtriftorle faith, thatthe right of commanding, doth of duty belong 
to fuch as are faire; and if haply any be found, whofe beauty approached to that of the Gods 
images, that venerationis equally due untothem. Toone that asked him, why the faireft 
were both longer time and oftner frequented ? Thess queffion (quoth he) ought not tobe moo-~ 
ved but by ablinde mans Moft, and the greateft Philotephers, paide for their fchooling and 
I attained unto Wifcdome, by the intermiflion of their beauty, and favour thcir comlines, 
f Not onely in menthat ferve me, but in beafts alfo, I confiderthe fame within two inches 


; ) ; of goodneffe. Yer methinkes,that the fame feature and manner of the face and thofe lineas 4 
|| | ments,by which fome argue certaine inward complexions,and our future fortunes,isa thing 
hel hat doth not dire! fimply lodge under the Chapter of bea dill favourd : 
a that doth not dire ly nor fimply lodge under pter of beauty and ill favourdnedfe ; J 
H | no more than all good favours or cleereneffe of aire, doe not alwayes promife health:nor all 


2 
fogges and ftinkes, infetion, in times of the plague. Such accufe Ladies to conrraci& the : 
beauty, by their manners, gueffe not alwayes atthe truth. For, Jn tll favorra and i cors- ; 
peféa face, may fometinces harbour fome atre of probity, and iruft. As on the contrary, I have 
fometimes read between two faire eyes, the threats of a maligne and dangerous. ill- beding . a 
nature. There are fome favourable Phyfiognomies; For ina throng of vidtoriovs enemies, = 
you fhall prefently ammiddeft a multitude of unknowne faces, make choife of one man more oe 
Hi than of cthers,to yeeld your {clfe unto,and truft your lifeand not properly by the confidera- 
: . tion of beauty. A mans looke or aire of his face, is but a weake warrant ; notwitftanding 

- it is of (ome confideration. And were I to whipe them, I would morerudely fcourge fuch, 

os 4 it malicioully belay & berray the promifes,which Nature had chara€tred in their front. An 

more {everely would I punith malicious craft in a debonaire apparance and ina mild promi« 

fing countenance. Itfeemerh there be fome lucky and well boding faces, and other fome 

ualucky and ill prefaging ; And Ithinke, there isfome Arttg diftinguifh gently-milde fa 

at ces, from nyaes and fimple, the fevere from the rude; the malicious from the froward ;the 
difdainefull from the melancholike and other neighbouring qualities, There are {ome 

) . Si beauties 
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beauties, not onely fierce-looking, bur alfo tharpe-working, fome others p 

? * > . . _ oF 
yet wallowifhly caftleife. To prognofticate fucure fucceiles of them, be marrers ] Jeaveun- 
decided, lhave (as elfewhereI noted )caken for my regard chis ancient precept 


and fimply : That We cannot erre in following Nature: and that the foveraigne document is; 
fora man to comforme himfelfe to her, I haye nor (as Socrates ) by the power and vertue of 
reafon , correéted my natural complexions, nor by Art hindered mine inclir ation Looke 
how Icame into the World, fo] goc-on; I ftrive with nothing. My two Miftris parts, live 
of their owne kindneile in peace and good agreement; but my nurfes milke, hath (chankes 
betro God)been indifferently wholefomeand temperace,Shall J fay chus much by the way? 
Thar I fee a certaine image of bookith or fcholafticall prendbomie,onely whieh is in a maner 
in ufe among ft us, held and reputed in greater efteemethan it deferveth, and which is buc 
a fervant unto precepts, brought under by hope, and conftrained by feare 71 love it {uch as 
lawes and religions make not, but over-make and authorize; that they may be perceived co 
have wherewith to uphold her felfe without other aide:{prung up in us of her owne proper 
roots, by and from the feed of univerfall reafon, imprinted in every man chat is not unnatus 
rall. The fame reafon, that reformeth Socrates from his vicious habice, yeelds him obedient 
bothto Gods and men, that rale and command his City : couragious inhis deach ; not be 
caufe his foule is immortall,but becaufe he is mortall.A ruinous inftru@ion to all common 
weales,ind much more harmefull, chan ingenious and fubtile,is chat which perfwadeth men 
that oncly religious beliefe, and without manners, fufficeth to content and fatisfie divine 
juftice, Cuftome makes us (ec an enormous diftin&tion betweene devotion and confciences 
J have a favourable apparence, both in forme and in interpretation, 

Quid dixi babere we? Imo habui Chreme: 

Flew tant%m attriti corporis offa vides, 

I have; what did I fay ? ; 

J had what’s nowa way. 

Alas, you oncly now behold 

Bones of a body worne and old, 

And which makes acontrary fhew to that of Sacrates. It hath often betidéd me, chat by 
the fimple credic of my presence and afpeét fome that had no knowledge of me,have greats 
ly crufted unto it, were ic about their owne affaires or mine. And even in forraine countries, 
Ihave thereby reaped fingular and rare favours, Thefe two exptriments , are haply wore 
chy to be particularly relaced, A quidam gallanc, determined upon atime to furprife both 
my houfe and my felfe.His plot was, to come riding alone to my gate;ind inftancly co urs 
entrance. I knew him by name, and hadfome reafon to truft him, being my neighbou 
and fomwha: alide unto me.! prefently caufed my gates to be opened,as I doro all men, H 
comes-in all afrighted, his horfe out of breaths;both much haraffed. He enrertaincs me wich 
this fable, that within halfe a league of my houfe he was fodainely fet-upon by an enemy 
of his,;whom I knew well and had heard of their quarrell : chat his foe had wondroully puc 
him to his fpurres ; that being furprifed unarmed, & having fewer in his company chenche 
other, he was glad to runne away, and for fafery had made hafte to come to my houfe, asto 
his fanétuary : That he was much perplexed for his men,all which he fuppoled co be either 
taken or flaine. I endevoured friendly to comfort and fincerely to warrant and refreth hime 
Within a while came gallopping foure or five of his Souldiets, amazed, as if they had beene 
out of their wits, hafting to be lec-in: Shortly after came others, and others, all proper men, 
well mounted, better armed, to the number of thirty or there abouts, all feeming diftraed 
for feare, as ifthe enemy that purlued them had beene at theirheeles. This myftery be- 
ganne to fummon my fufpicion. I was not ignorant of the age wherein Ilived, nor how 
much my houfe might be envied :and had fundry examples of ethers of my acquaintance, 
that had beenefpoiled, befet and furprifed thus and thus. Soit is, that perceiving with my 
felfe, there was nothing to be gotten, though I had begunne to ufe them kindly, if I conti- 
nued not, and being unable to rid my f{elfe of them and cleare my hoafe without danger & 
fpoilingall; as lever doc, Itookethe plaineft and nacurall well meaning way, and com- 
manded they (hould belet-inand bid welcome. Andro fay cruch, I am by nature little fuf- 
picious or miftruftfull, Iam eafily drawen to admit excufes and encline to mild interpreta~ 
sions. J take men according to common ordergand fuppole every onc to meamc as I doe 
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beleeve thefe perverfe & trecherous inclinations, except I be compelled by fome authenti- 
call ceftimony, no more then montfters or miracles, Befides, | ama tnan,that willingly com- 
mit my felfe unto fortune, and carelefly caft my felfe into her armes: Whereof hitherto f 
have more juft caufeto commend my {elfe, then co complaine. And have found her more 
circumfpeét and friendly-carefull of my affaires; chen I am my felfe. There are cercaine 
agtions in my life, the condu& of which may juftly be termed difficult, or if any be fo difpo- 
fed, prudent. And of thofe, {uppofe the third part of them to be mine owne ; trucly the 
other two are richly hirs. We are to blame; and in my conceit we erre, that we doe not fuf- 
ficiently and fo much as we ought, truft the heavens with our felves, And pretend more in 
our owne conduét; then of right appertaines unto us. Therefore doe our defleignes fo of - 
ren mifcarry, and our intents fo feldome fort to wifhed cffe&t. The heavensare angry, and 
T may fay envious of the extenfion and large priviledge we afcribe unto the right of humane 
wifedome, to the prejudice of theirs : and abridge them fo much the more unto us, by how 
: much more we endevour toamplifiethem. But to come to my former difcourfe. Thefe 
Dek gallants kept {till on horfebacke in my courrsand would net alight: their Captaine with 
ae mein my hall, who would never havehis horfefet-up, fill faying that he would not ftay, 
but muft neceffarily withdraw himfelfe, fo foone as he had newes of his followers.He faw 
himfelfe mafter of his enterprifes and nothing was wanting buctheexecution, Ace hath 
fince reported very often, (for he was no whit ferupulous or afraid co tell chis ftory )rhat my 
undaunted loekes, my undifmaide countenance, and my liberty of {peeeh,made him rejyeé 
all manner of treafonable intents or trecherous deffeignes. What fhall I fay more? He bids 
me farewell,calleth for his horfe,gets up,and offreth to be gone, his people having continu- 
ak ally their eyes fixed upon him, to obferve his lookes and fee what figne he fhould make un- 
t | to them:much amazed to fee him be gone, and wondring to fee him omit and forfake fuch 
et an advantage. An other time,trufting coa certaine truce or ce(Jation of armes, that lately had 

® beene publifhed through our campes in France,as one {ufpeéting no harme, I undertooke a 


journey from home, through a dangerous and very ticklifh countrey ; I had not rid far,but I 
f was dilcovered, and behold three or foure troupes of horfemen, all fevera'l wayes, made af- 
i terme, with purpofe toentrap me: Oncof which overtooke mee the third day ; where 
| 1 was round befer and charged by fifteene or twenty Gentlemen, who had all vizards and 
: cafes, followed a loofe.off by a band of Argoletiers, I was charged, I ycelded, I was taken 
. and immediatly drawne into the bofome af a thicke Wood, that was not far-off; there puld - 
a from my horfe, ftripped with all peed, my truncks and cloke-bags rifled, my box taken 
my horfes, my equipage and fuch things as I had, difperfed and (hared amongft them,We 
continued a good while amongft thofe thorny bufhes, contefting and ftriving about my 
ranfome which they racked fo high, that it appeared well I was not much knowne of them. 
| They had long conteftation among themfelves for my life, And co fay truth:there were ma- 
ny circumftances, threatned me of the danger I was in. 
| Vingr£nl.6« Tunc aniwss opus, e“Enea, tunc pettore firme. 
| | Of courage then indeed, 

Then of ftout breft is need. 

I ever ftood upon the title and priviledge of the truce and proclamation made in the 
Kings name, burthat availed not: I was concent to quit them what ¢everthey had taken 
from me, which was not to bedefpifed, without promifing otherranfome. After we had 
debated the matter to and fro, the {pace of two or three houres, and that no excufes could 
ferve,they fet me upon a lame jade,which they knew could never e(cape them,and commie 

ie ced the particular keeping of my perfon to fifteene or twenty harque-bufiers, and difperfed 
my peopleto others of their crew, commanding we fhould all divers wayes be carried pri: a 
foners ; and my {elfebeing gone two or threefcore paces from them, ‘ ; 
3 Cathhela6s. | am prece Pellucts, jaws (7 aftorss implorata. | 
a Pollux and Caffors aide, id 
When I had humbly praide, 
: 
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1] behold 2 fodain & unexpeéted alteration took them.] (aw their Captaine comming towards 
. me,With a cheerful countenance & mach milder {peeches then before:carefully trudging up 
and down through all the troups,to find out my goods againe, which as he found al {cartred 
| he forced every man co reftore chem unto me; and even my boxe came to mpy bands againe, 
| e 
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To conclude, che moft precious jéwell they prefented me, was in liberty; as for my other 
things, Icared not greatly ac that time. What che true caufe of fo unlookt-fora change and 
{o fodaine an alteration Was, without any apparent impulfion, and of fo wonderfull repen- 
tance,ac fiich a cime,in fuch an opportunity and fuch an enterprife,fore-meditated ,confulted 
and cffcéted without controlenient, and which through cuftome and the impiery of times 
was now become lawfull, (for atthe firft brane I plainely corifeffed, and genuinly told chem 
what (ide I was of, where my way lay,& whither I was riding )I verily know not yet,nor can 
I give any reafon for it. The chiefeft amongft them unmasked himfelfe, told me hisname & 
repeated divers times unto me,that I fhould acknowledge my deliverance to my counte- 
nance, to my boldneffe and conftancy of {peech, and be bcholding to them for it,infomuch 
as they made me unworthy of fiich a misfortune; and demanded affurance of me for the 
likecurtefic, Icmay be, thar the infcrutable goodneffe of God would ufe this vaine inftru- 
ment for my prefervation: For, the next morrow it alfo thiclded mefrom worfe mifchiefe 
or ambofcadoes, whereof themfelves gently forewarned me, The laft is yet living, ablero 
report che whole fuccell¢ himfelfe ; the ocher was flaine not long fince, If my countenance 
had not anfwered for me, ifthe ingenuity of mine inward intent might nor plainely have 
been deciphered in mine eyes and voice, furely ] could never have continued fo long, withs 
out quarrels or offences:with this indifcreete liberty, to fpeake frecly (be itright or wrong) 
what ever commeth to my minde, and rafhly to judge of things. This fafhion may in fome 
_ fort, (and that with reafon){eeme uncivill and ill accommodared in our cuftomary manners: 
but ourragious or malicious, I could never meete with any, would {o judge it, or that was 
ever diftafted at my liberty ifhereceivedthe fame from my mouth. Words reported againe, 
bave as another found, fo another fenfe. And to fay true, Jhate no body ; And am fo remiffe co 
offend, or flow to wrong any, that for the fervice of reafon it felfe, Icannet doe it. And 
if occafions have at any time urged me in criminal] condemnations to doe as others , I have 
rather beene content to be amearced then to appeare. Vt magis peccari nolim, quam [atts ani 
wmi,ad vindicanda peccata habears. So as I hadrather mén [hold not offend, then that I foould have 
courage enough to punifh their offences, Some report, that Arijfot/e being up braided by forme 
of his friends, that he had beene over mercifull coward a wicked man: Jhave indeede (quoth 
he) beene merctfull toward the man, but not toward his wickedneffe. Ordinary judgements aré 
¢xafperated unto punifhment by the horror of checrime, Andthat enmildens mee, The 
horror of che firft murther, makes me feare a fecond. And the uglineffe of one cruelty,indu- 
ceth me to deteft all maner of imitation of it. To me,that am but a plaine fellow and fee no 
higher thena ftceple, may that concerne,which was reported of Charillus King of Sparta: 
He cannot be good, fince he 1s not bad to the wicked, Or thus ; for Platarke prefents it two 
wayes, as he doth a thoufand other things diverfly and contrary ; He mouft needs be good,fince 
be 18 fo to the wicked. Even as in lawfull aétions, it grievesme to take any paines abouc them; 
when it is with (uch as are therewith difpleafed. So, to fay truth,in unlawfull, I make no 
great aa to employ my felfe or take paines about them, being with fuch as confene 
unto them, 


Cuap. XIII; 
Of Experiences, 


Here isne defire more natural, then that of knowledge. We attetnpt all mieanes chat 
| & may bring us unto ic. When reafon failes us, weemploy experience. 
Per varios nfus artem experientia fecit, 
Exemplo monffrante viam. 
By divers proofes experience art hath bred; 
Whilft one by one the way examples Iced, 
Which isa meaneby much more, weake and vile. But truth is of fo great confequence, 
ghat wee ought not difdaine any induction, that may bring us wato it. Reafon bath fo many 
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Shapes, that wee know not which to take hold of. Experience hath as many. The confequence 
we feeke to draw from the conference of events, is un{ure, becaufe they are ever diflembla- 
ble. No quality is fo univerfall in this furface of things , as variety and diverfity. The 
Greekes, the Latines, and wee ufe for che moft expreffe examples of fimilitude, that of egs. 
Some have nevertheleile been¢ found, efpecially one in Delphos, that knew markes of dif- 
ference betweene egges, and never tooke one for another. And having divers hennes, 
could rightly judge which had laid the egge,diffimilitude doth of ic felfe infinuate into our 
workes, no artecan come neere unto fimilitude. Neither Peroxer norany other carde-ma- 
ker can fo induftrioufly fmoothe or whiten the backefide of his cardes, but fome cunning 
gamefter will diftinguifh them, onely by fecing fome other player handle or fhuffie them, 
Refemblance doth not fo much make one, as difference maketh another, Nature hath 
bound herfelfe to make nothing that may not be diflemblable. Yet doth nor the opinion 
of chat man greatly pleafe mee, that fuppofed by the maulcirude of lawes,to curbe the authoe 
rity of judges, in cutting out their morfels. He perceived not, chat there is as much liberty 
and extenfion in the interpretation ef lawes, as ia their fafhion. And thofe but mockethem- 
felves, who thinke to diminifh our debates and ftay them, by calling us to the expreffe 
word of facred Bible. Becaufe our fpirit findes not the field leffe {pacious, to controule 
and checke the fenfe of others,then to reprefent his own:and asif there were as licle courage 
and fharpneffe to glofe as to invent. Wee fee how farre hee was deceived. For we havein 
France more lawes then all the world befides ; yeamore then were ncedefull to governeall 
the woilds imagined by Epicurus : Vt olim flagitiss, fic nunc legibus laboramms. es in times pas 
we were ficke of offences, fo now are we of lawes. As we have given our judges {o large a {cope 
to moofe, to opinionate,to fuppofe and deceide, that there was never fo powerfull and (oli 
centiousaliberty. What have our lawmakers gained with chufing a hundred thoufand 
kinds of particular cafes, and addeas many lawesuntothem? That number hath no pro- 
portion, with the infinite diverfity of humane accidents, The pulcplyies of our inventi= 
ons fhall never come to the variation of examples. Adde a hundred times as many unto 
them, yet fhall it not follow, that of events to come, there be any one found,that in all this 
infinitenumber of {elected and enregiftred events, fhall meete with one, to which hemay 
fo exactly joyne and match it, but fome circumftance and diverfity will remaine, that may 
require a diverfe confideration of judgement, There is but little relation berweene our agti« 
ons, that are in perpetuall mutation, and the fixed and unmoveable lawes. The moft robe 
defired, are the rareft, the fimpleft and moft generall. And yet I believe, it were better to 
have none at all, then fo infinite a number as we have.Nature gives themevermore happy, 
then thofe we give our felves. Witnefle the image of the golden age that Poets faine; and 
the ftate wherein we {ce divers nations to live, which have no other, Some there are, who 
to decide any controverfie, that may rife amongft them, will chufe for judge the firft man 
that by chance fhall travell alongeft their mountaines : Others, that upon a market day will 
name {ome onc amongft them{elves, who in the place without more wrangling fhall deter- 
mineall their queftions. What danger would enfue, if the wifeft fhould fo'decide ours, ace 
cording to occurrences Seat the firft fight;without being tied to examples & confequences? 
Let every foote have his ewne foooe. Ferdinando King of Spaine {ending certaine Colonies 
into the Indses, provided wifely , that no lawyers or ftudents of the lawes fhould bee carried 
thither, for feare left controverfies, fites or proceffes fhould people that new-found world. 
As a Science that of her ownenature engendreth altercation and divi(ion, judging with 
Plato,that Lawyers and Phiftions are an sll provifion for any cowntrey, Wherefore is it, that our 
common language (o ealic to be underftood inall orher matters, becommeth fo ob{cure, fo 
harfh and fo hard to bee underftood in law-cafes, bils,contraéts, indentures, citations, wils 
and teftaments? And that hee who fo plainely expreffech himfelfe, what ever he {pake or 
writ of any ocher fabjeét, in law matters findes no manner or way to declare himfelfe or his 
meaning ,that admits not fome doubt or contradiétion: Vnleile itbe, chat the Princes of 
this art applying chemfelves with a particular attention, to invent and chufe ftrange, choife 
and folemne words, and frame artificial cunning claufes, have fo plodded and poized every 
fyllable;canvafed & fitted fo exquifitely every feame and quiddity, thar they are now {fo ens 
tangled and fo confounded inthe infinity of figures and fo fevcrall-fmall partitions, that *® 
they cynno more come within the compall¢ of any order, or preferipeion,or certaine un~ 
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derftanding. Confufun eft quidquid u/quesn pulverem fettwm cf, Whatfecver is flicedinte very 
powder s confused. 

Whofoever hath (ene children, labouring to reduce a maffe of quicke-filver to a certainé 
number, the more they preffe and worke thefame , and ftrive to force itro their will, fo 
much more they provoke the liberty of that generous metall, which fcorneth their arte, 
and {catteringly difperfeth it felfe beyond all imagination, Even fo of lawyers, who in {ub: 
dividing their futtletics or quiddities, reach men to multiply doubts: and by extending and 
diverfitying difficulties; they lengthen and amplifie, they {catter and difperfe them. In fow- 
ing and retailing of queftions, they make the World to fruétifie and abound in uricertainty, 
in quarrels, in {utes and in controverfies. As the ground the more it is crumbled,broken and 
deeply remooved or grupped up, becommeth fo much more fertile, Difficu/eatem facit dea 
é&rina, Learning breeds difficulty, We found many doubts in Vipian, we finde more in Bara 
tolus and Baldus. The trace of thisinnumerable diverfity of opinions fhould never have 
been ufed to adorne pofterity, and haveit put inherhead, but rather have beene utterly 
razed out. I know not what to fay co it 5 but thisis feene by experience, that fo many intere 
pretations, diflipate and confound all truth. driforle hath written to bee underftood : 
Which if he could not, much leffe thall another not fo learned as he was ; anda third, than 
he who treareth his owne imagination. We open the matter, and fpillic in diftempering it. 
Ofone fubjeét we make a thoufand:And in multiplying and fubdividing we fal againe into 
the infinity of Epicurus his Atomes, Ir wasnever feene, thattwo men judged alike of one 
fame ching, And it isimpoflible to fee two opinions exaétly femblable: not onely in divers 
men, but in any one {ame man, at feverall houres. I commonly find fomething to doubt-of, 
where che commentary happily never deigned to touch, as deeming it fo plaine. I ftumble 
fometimes as much in an even {mooth path ;as fome horfesthat Iknow, who oftner tripin 
a faire plaine way, than in a roughand ftony.. Who would not fay,that gloffes increafe 
doubts and ignorance, fince no booke is to be feene, whether divine or profane, commonly 
read of all men,whofe interpretation dimmes or tarnifheth not the difficulry? The hundred 
commentary fends himto his fucceeder, more thorny & more crabbed,than the firft found 
him. When agreed we amongft our felves, to fay, this booke is perfedt, there's now nothing 
to befaid againttit? This is beft feene in our French-pedling Law, Authority of Lawis gi- 
vento infinite Doétors, to infinite arrefts, and to as many interpretations. Finde we for all 
that any end of need of interpretors? Is there any advancement or progreffe towards trane 
quility feenc therein ? Have wenow leffe need of Advocates and ludges, then when this 
huge maife of Law was yctin hir firft infancy ?. Cleane contrary: we ob{cure and bury un 
derftanding. We difcover it no more but at the mercy of fomany Courts, Barres, or Plea~ 
benches. Men mif-acknowledgethe naturall infirmity of their minde, She doth but queft 
and firret, and unceffantly goeth rurning, winding, building and entangling her felfe in hir 
owne worke; as doe our filke.wormes, and thercin ftifleth hir felfe, AZws in pice. A Mon(e 
in pitch, He {uppofech to norea farre-off | wot not what apparence of cleerencffé and ima; 
ginary eruch s but whileft he runneth unto it, fo many lets and difficulties croffe his way, fo 
many impeachments and new queftings ftare up, that chey ftray loofe and befot him. Not 
much otherwife than it fortuned to e£/eps Dogs, who farre-off difcovering fome fhew of a 
dead body to flote upon the Sea, and being unable to approach the fame, undertooketo 
drinke up all the Water, that fothey might dricaup che paflage; and were all ftifeled. To 
which anfwereth thar, which Crates {aid of Herachens his compofitions, that they needed 2 
Readet, who fhould bee a cunning fwimmer, left the depth and weight of his learning 
fhould drowne and {wallow him up. Ic is nothing but a particular weakcneffe,that makes us 
contend with that which others or we our felves have found in this purfuire of knowledge, 
A more {ufficient man will not be pleafed therewith. There is place for a follower, yea and 
for our felves, and Core wayes tothe Woodthan one. There is no end in our inquifitions. Our 
end isinthe other World. Itisa figne his wits grow fhort, when heis pleafed ; or afigne 
of wearineffe, No generous {pirit tayesand relies upon himfelfe. He ever pretendeth and. 
gocth beyondhisftrengch, He hath fome vagaries beyond his effects. If hee advance not 
himfelfe, preffe, fetele, fhocke,turne, Winde and front himfelfe, he is but halfe alive; His 
purfuits are termeleffe and formelefle. His nourifhment is admiration, quefting and ambi- 
guity: Which e-4pollo declared fufficiently, gut {peaking ambiguoufly, ob{curely and 
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obliquely untous ; not feeding, but bufying and ammufing us.It is an irregular uncertaine 
motion, perperuall, patcerneleié and without end. His inventions enflame, follow and em- 
t¢r-produce one another. 
Ainfi veit-on enun ruilfean conlant, 

Sans fin l'une can, apres autre roulant, 

Ettout de rang, d'un eternel conduit, 

Lone {uit Cantre, & Uune Lautrefuit « 

Par cette-cy, celle-lacft pouffee, 

Ex cette-cy, par Vautre eft devancee: 

Toufioursl can va dans lean, c& toufionrs eft cé 

Mefmerus[eau, toufionrs ean dimer{e. 

‘Asin arunning river we behold 

How one wave after th’ocher ftillis rold, 

Andall alongas it doth endleffe rife, 

Th’one th’other followes, th’one from th’other flyes, 

By this Wave, that is driv’n; and thisagaine, 

By ch’other is fer forward all amaine : 

Water in Water ftill, oneriver ftill, 

Yet divers Waters ftill chac river fill, 
_ There’s moreadocto enterpret interpretations, than to interpret things: and more 
bookes upon bookes, then upon any other fubjeét. We doe but enter-glofe our felves. All 
fwarmeth with commentaries : Of Authors theiris great penury. Is not the chiefeft and 
moft famous knowledge of our ages, to know how co underftand the wile? Is ic not the 
common and laft {cope of our ftudy ? Our opinions are grafted one upon an other. The 
firft (erveth as a ftocke tothe fecond; the fecondto thethird. Thus we afcend from fteppe 
to fteppe. Whence it followeth, thar the higheft-mounted hath often more honour, than 
merit. For, hee is got-up but one inch above the fhoulders of the laftfaveone, How ofe 
cen and peradventure foolifhly, have I enlarged my Booke to {peake of himfelfe 2 Foolifh< 
ly if it were but forthis reafon: That I (hould haveremembred, that what I {peake of oa 
thers, they doe the like of me. That thofe fo frequent glances on their workes,witnes their 
hart fhivereth with their love they beare them ; and that che difdainfull churlifhneffe where< 
with they beate them, are but mignardizes and affectations of a motherly favour, Follow-: 
ing Arijfotle, in whom, both eftceming and dif-efteeming hitnfelfe, arife often of an equall 
aire of arrogancy. For mincexcufe; Thacinchis I ought to.have more liberty than oa 
thers, forfomuch as of purpofe, I write both of my {elie and of my writings,as of my other 
aétions;that my theame doth turneintoitfelfe : I wornot whether every man will take ir. 
I have feencin Germany,that Lather hath lefeas many divifions and altercations,concerning 
the doubt of his opinions, yea and more,than himfelfe moveth about the Holy Scriptures: 
Our conteftationis verball. I demaund what Nature volupruoufneffe, circle and fubftitue 
tionis ? The queftion is of words, and with words it is anfwered. A ftoneisa body : but 
he that fhould infift and urge: And what is a body? A fubftance: And whata fubflancezAnd 
fo goe-on: Should atlaft bring the refpondent to his Calepine or wits end. One word 
is changed for another word, and often more unknowne, I know better what Homo isstherm 
Iknow what e4nimal is, either mortall or reafonable. To anfwere one doubt, they give me 
threes Itis Hédraes head. Socrates demanded of A4emnon what vertue was s There isan- 
{wered (MVensnon, the vertuc of aMan, of aWoman, of a Magiftrate; of a private Man, of @ 
Childe, of anold Man: What vertue meaneyou? Yea marry, this is very well, quoth 
Socrates , we werc in fearch of one vertue, and thou bringeft mea whole {warme, We pro« 
pote one queftion, and we have a whole huddle of them made unto us againe. As no ¢# 
vent or forme doth wholly refemble another, fo doth it not alcogether differ one from ano- 
ther. Oh ingenious mixture of Nature. Jf our faces were not like, we could not difcerne aman 
from a beaft: If they were not unlike, we could not diftinguifh one man from another man. All things 
hold by fomefimilitude: Every example limpeth. And the relation, which is drawne from 
experience, is ever defective and imperfee&. Comparifons aré neverthelefle joyned toge- 
ther by fome end, So ferve the Lawes, and fo are they forted and fitted coll our futes or afo 
faires 3 by fome wire drawen, forced and collatcrall interpretation, ‘Since che morall Lawes 
preter), 3 
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which refpeét the parricular duty of every man in himfelfe, are fo hard to be caught and ob= 
ferved, as we {ee they are: Ic is no wonder, if thofe which governe fo many particulars,are 
more hard. Confider the forme of this Law, by which weare ruled: Ic isa lively reftimo. 
ny of humane imbecility; {o much contradiétion,and fo many ¢rrours are therin contained. 
That which we chinke favour or rigour in Law (wherein is fo much of either,chat I wor not 
well whecher we hall fo often find indifferency in them, of cragedeinfected parts and unjuft 
members of the very body andeffence of Law.) Certaine poore country-men came even 
now torell me ina great hafte,that but now ina forreft of mine, they havélefta man woun- 
ded to death, witha hundred hurts about him, yer breathing, and who for Gods fake hath 
begged a little water and fome helpe to raife himfelfe ar cheir hands, But thac they duift 
nor comeneere him, and ranall away, for feare fome officers belonging tothe Law fhould 
meete and catch chem;and as they doe with {uch as they find necre unto a murthered body, 
fothey fhould bee compelled to give an account of this mifchanee,to their utter undooing; 
having neither friends nor mony co defend their innocency. What fhould [ have {aid unro 
chem? It is moft certaine, that this Office of humanity had broughtthemro much trouble. 
How manyinnocent and guiltleffe men have wefeene punifhed? I fay without he Iud. 
ges faule ; and how many morc that were never difcovered ? This hath hapned in my time. 
Certaine men are condemned to death fora murther committed ; the fentence, if not pro» 
nounced, at leaft concluded and determined. This done, Theludges are advertifed by the 
Officers of a fubalternall Court, noc farre-off, thar they have certaine prifoners in hold,that 
have direétly confeffed the forefaid murther,and thereof bring moft evident markes andto- 
kens. The queftion and confultation isnow in the former €ourt, whether for all chis,they 
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@he interrupt, or fhould deferre the execution of the fentence pronounced againft the 
firft, They confider the novelty of the exampleand confequence thereof, andhowrore- 
concilethe judgement, They conclude, thatthe condemnation hath patled according un- 
to Law, and therefore the ludges are not fubjeétto repentance. Tobe fhort, thefe mifera- 
ble Wretches are confecrated to the prefcriptions ofthe Law. Pdi/ip, or fomeether, provi- 
ded for fuch an inconvenience,in this manner. He had by an irrevocable fentence condemi- 
ded one te pay another around fumme of money fora fine. A’while after, the truth being 
difcovered, it was found, he had wrongfully condemned him. On one fide was the righe 
of che caufe,on the other the right of judiciary formes, He is in fome fort to fatishe both par- 


flaves were hanged irreparably. How many condemnations have I feene more crimiaall 
than the crime it felfe? All chis puc me in minde of thofe ancient opinions; That Hee who 
will doe right in groffe, muft weeds doe wrong by retailes and injuftly in {mall things, that will come 
10 doe juftice in great matters; That humane juftice is framed according to the modell of phy- 
ficke, according to which, whatfoever is profitable is alfo juft and honeft: And of that che 
Stoickes hold, that Nature ber felfe in moft of her workes, proceedeth againtt juftice : And 
of that which the Cyreniaques hold, that there is nothing juft of it felte: That cuftomes 
and lawes frame juffice. And the Theodorians, whoin a wife man allow as juft, all manners 
of theft, facriledge and paillardife, fo hethinke it proficable for him. There isnoremedy: I 
am in that cafe,as eMeibiades was,and if I can otherwife chufe, will never put my felfe unto 
a man that fhall determine of my head;or confentthat my honour or life, fhall depend on 
the induftry or care of mine atturney, more then mine innocency. I could willingly ad- 
Venture my felfe, and ftand co chat Law, that fhould as well recompence me fora good deed, 
as punifh me for a mif-deede: and where | might havea juft caule to hope, as reafon to 
feare. Indensnitie is no [wfficient coyne for him, who doth better than not te trefpaffes Our Law 
prefents us but oneof her hands,and chat is her left hand. Whofeever goesto Law, dorbin the 
end but Iofe byit: In China, the policy, arts and government of which kingdome, having 
neither knowledge or commerce with ours ; exceed our examples in divers parts of excel- 
lency ; anid whofe Hiftories teach me, how much more ample and divers the Worldis,than 
eyther we or our forefachers could ever enterinto. The Officers appointed by the Prince to 
vifite che ftate of his Provinces, asthey punith {uch as abule their charge,(o with greac libe- 
rality they reward fuch as have uprightly and honeftly behaved themfelves in chem,or have 
done any thing morethen ordinary, and befides the neceflicy of their duty: There, all pre» 
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fent themfelves, not oncly to warranc themfelves, but alfo ro get fomething: Not fimply to 
be paid, but liberally to be rewarded, No judge bath yer, God be thanked,{poken to me as a 
judge in any caufe whatfoever cicher mine or anothers manis;criminal or civill.No prifon did 
ever receive me, no not {6 much as for recreation to walkein, The very imagination of one, 
maketh the fight ef cheir ourfide{eeme irkefome and loathfometo mee. I amfo befotted 
unto liberty, that fhould any man forbidmethe acceffe unto any one corner of the Indiaes 
I fhould in fome fort tive much difcontented. And folongas J fhall finde land er open aire 
elfewhere, J fhall never lurke in any place,where J muft hide my felfe.Oh God,how hardly 
could I endure the miferable condirion of fo many men; confined and immuted in fome 
corners of this kingdome, barredfrom entring the chiefeft Cities, from acceffe into Courts; 
from converfing with men, and interdi&ted the ufe of common wayes, onely becaufe they 
have offended ourlawes. Ifthof{eunder which Llive, fhould but threaten my fingers end,I 
would prefently goe finde out {ome others, wherefoever it were. All my {mall wifedome, 
in thefe civill and cumulcuous warres;wherin we now live,doth wholly employ it felfe,chac 
they may not interrupt my liberty, to goe and come where ever I lift. Lawes are now maine 
tained incredit, not becaufe chey are effentially juft, but becaufe they are lawes, It isthe 
myfticall foundation of heir authority ; they have none other: which availes them much: 
They are often made by fooles ; more often by men, who in hatred of equality,have want 
ofequity; Butever by men, whoare vaine and irrefoluce Auchours,; Thereis nothing {o 
groilely and largely offending, nor fo ordinarily wronging as the Lawes, Whofoever obey- 
eth che becaufe they are juft,obeyes chem not juttly the way as he ought.Our French lawes 
dee in fome fort, by their irregulary and deformity,lend an helping hand unto the diforder 
and corruption, that is (cene in their difpenfationand execution. Theirbeheftis fo confu- 
fed, and their command fo inconftanr, that ic in {ome fort excufeth, both the difobedience 
and the vice ofthe interpretation, of the adminiftration and of the obfervarion, Whatfoever 
then the fruit is we may have of Experience, the fame which we draw from forraine exams 
ples, will hardly ftead our inftitution much g if wereape fofmall profic fromchat wee haye 
of our felves, which is moft familiar untous : and truely fufficient to inftraG us of what we 
want, I ftudy my felfe more than any other fabjeét. It is my fupernaturall Metaphifike, it is 
iy naturall Philofophy. 5 
Qua Dew hané mundi temperet arte domum; 
Qua venit exoriens, qua deficityunae coattis 
Cornihus in plenum menfirua luna redit : 
— Superant venti, quia flamine captet 
ur ub, & in nubes unde perennis aqua. 
Sit ventura dies mundi qua {ubruat arces. 
This Worlds great houfe by what arte God doth ‘guide; 
Prom whencethe monethly Moone doth rifing ride, 
How wane, how with clos’d hornes returne to pride, 
How winds oni feas beare fway, what th’Eafterne winde 
Would have, how ftillin clouds we water finde; 
If this worlds Towers to rafe a day be fignde. 
LLuarite quos agitat mundi labar : 
Allthis doe you enquire 
Whom this worlds eravailes tyre. 4 
In this uniuerfalicy I fuffer my felfe ignorantly and negligently to be menaged by the gee 
nerall law or the world. I fhall fufficiently know it when J fhall feele it. My learning can- 
not make her change her courfe : fhe will not diverfifie her felfe for me, it were folly to hope 
it: And greater folly for a man to trouble himfelfe about ie; fince it is neceflarily femblabie, 
publicke and common. The governours capacity and goodneile, (hould throughly dif... 
charge us of the governments care. Philofophicall inquifitions and coacemplations ferve 
butas 2 nourifhment unto our ¢uriofity. With great reafon doe Philofophers addreffe us 
unto natures rules: But they have nought to doe with fo fublime a knowledge: T hey falfife 
them, and prefent her tous with a painted faces too-high in colourand overmuch fophifti- 
cated; whence arife (o many different pourtrairs of fo uniforme a fubjeé. As the hath gis 
Ven usfeete to goe withall,fo hath fhe endowed us with wifedome to direét our sag 
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dome not fo ingenious, flurdy and pompeus, as that of their invention, but yct eafie, quice 


and {alutairie, And that in him who hath the hapto know how co employ it orderly and 
fincerely, effeéteth very well what the other faith: that is to fay naturally,For a manto com- 
mit himfelfe moft (imply unto nature, isto doe it moft wifely. O1 how /oft, how gentle, and 
how found a pillow us ignorance and incuriofity to reft a we compofed bead upon, \ had rather un- 
derftand my felfe well in my {elfe, then in Cicero, Our of the experience | have of my (elfe, J 
finde fufficient ground to make my felfe wife, were I but a good proficient (choller. Whofo- 
ever fhall commit to memory the excefle or inconvenience of his rage or anger paft,and how 
Farre that fictran{ported him, may ice the deformity of that paflion, berterthenin Arifor/e, 
and conceive a more juft hatred againft it, Whofoever calieth to minde, the dangers he hach 
efcaped, thofe which have threatned him, andthe light oceafions that have remooved him 
from one to another ftare, doth thereby the better prepare himielfe co furure alrerations, and 
knowledge of his condition. Cars life hath no more examples fox us, then our owne; 
Both imperiall and popular ; it is ever a life chat all humane accidents regard. Let os but give 
eare unto it, we recorde all that to us, that we principally ftand in neede of, He hac flail call 
to minde how often and how feverall times he hath beene deceived, and mif-accompred his 
owne judgement : ishe nota fimple gull, if he doe not for ever afterward diftraft chefame? 
When by others reafon, I finde my felfe convited of a falfe opinion, I learne not fo much, 
what new thing hee hath told me; and this particular ignorance ; which were but a {mall 
purchafe; asin generall Ilearne mine owne imbecility and weakeneife, and the treafon of 
my underftanding : whence I drawthe reformation of all che maffe. The like I doe in all 
my other errours.: by which rule IT apprehend and feele great profit for, and unto my life, J 
regarde not the fpecies or sndsoiduum, asa {tone whereon | have ftumbled. Ilearne every 
Where to feare my going, and endevoar to order the fame, To learnechat another hath ey- 
ther {poken a foolith jeft, or committed a fottifh aé, is a thing of nothing.A man muft learne, 
that he isbutafoole: A much more ample and important inftruction, The falfe fteps my 
memory hath fo often put upon me,at what time fhe ftood moft upon her {elfe,have nor idle 
ly beenc ‘oft : fhe may {weare and warrant me long enough ; I fhake mine eares at her: che 
firft oppofition made in witneffe of her, makes me fufpeét. And I durftnoctruft her in a 
matter of confequence ; nor warrant her touching others affaires.And were it nor,thac what 
I doe for want of memory, others more often doe the fame for lacke of faith, I would even 

ina matter of faét rather cake the eruth irom anothers mouth, then from mine own, Would 

every man pry intoche effects and circumftances of the paffions that {way him,as I have done 

of that whereunto J was allottedshe fhould fee chem comming;and would fomewhat hinder 

their courfe and abare their impecuofity :. They doe notalwayes furprife and rake hold of us 

at the firft brune, there are cercaine forethreatnings and degrees as forerunners. 


Flutlws uti primo capit cams albefcere ponte, 

Paulatims fefe tollit mare, e& altins undas 

Erigit, inde imo confurgitad etherafunden 

As when at fea, floods firft in whitenefle rife, 

Sea furgeth foftly, and then higher plies 

In.waves, then from the ground mounts up to skies, 

Iudgement holds in me a prefidenciall feate , at leaft he carefully endevoursto hold it: 
He fuffers my appetits te keep their courfe, both hatred and love, yea andthat I beare unto 
my felfe; without feeling alceration or corruption. If hecan not reforme other pars accor- 
ding to himfelfe, at leaft he will nor be deformed by them: he keepes his courtapart. Thac 
warning-le{fon given to all men, to know themfelves, muft necefTarily be of important ef- 
fect, fince that God of wifedome, knowledge and light, caufed the famero be fixed on the 
fromtifpiec of histemple: as containing whatfoever he was co counfell use Plato faith allo, 
that wifedome is nothing bue che execution of that ordinance: And Soerates doth diftinétly 
verifie thefamein Zesophew. Difficulties. and ob/curity are not perceived in every {cience, 
but by fuch as have entranceinto them: For,fome degree of intelligence is required,to be a- 
ble to marke that one is ignorant: and wee muft knocke at a gate,co know whether ic bee 
fhutte. Whenceenfueth chis Platonical) fubriley, that neyther thofe which know have no fur- 
ther to enquire, forfomnch as they kuow already: nor they shat kaow wot, becanfetoenquire, it is 
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neceffary they know what they enquire after, Even fo in chis, for a man to know hismfelte ; that 
every man is feene fo refolure and fatisfied, and thinks himfelfe{ufficiently inftructed or skil- 
full,doth plainely fignifie that no man wnderftands any thing, as Socrates teacheth Enthyde- 
mis. My {elfe, who profetfe nothing elfe, finde therein fo borromlefle a depth, and infinite 
Variety that my apprentifage hath no other fruic,chan to make me petceive how mach more 
there remaineth forme colearne, To mine owne weaknetle fo often acknowledged, I owe 
this inclinatien which I beare unto modefty : to the ebedience of beliefes preferibed wato 
me ; to a conftant coldneffe and moderation of opinions; and hatred of this importunate & 
quarrellous arrogancy, wholy beleeving and trufting it {elfe, acapitall enemy to difcipline 
and verity. Doebue heare chem fway and talke. | The firft fopperies they propofe, are in the 
ftile, that Religions and Lawes arecompofeth in, Nshil eff tarpius quam cognitions @& pracepti- 
oni, alfertionem approbationemaue pracurrere, Nothing 1 more abfiurd, thax that avenching and 
allowance frouldrnnne before knowledge and precept. ~A4riffarchus faide, that in ancient times, 
there were fcarfe feven wife men found in the world; and in histime, hardly feven igno. 
rant. Have not we more tcafon to fay itin our dayes, thanhe had? Affirmation and [elfes 
conceit, are manifeft fignes of foolifonege. Some one, who a hundred times a day hath had the 
canvafe and beene made a ftarke coxcombe, fhall notwithftanding be feeneto ftand upon 
his Ergoes,and as prefureptuoufly- refolure as before. You would fay, he hath fince fome new 
minde and vigor of underftanding infufed into him. And chat it betides hit, as to that an- 
cient childe ot the Earth, who by his falling tothe groundand touching his Mother, full 
gathered new ftrength and frefh courage. 
cus cum tetigere parentem, 

Tam defen vigent renevatorobore embra. 

W hoic failing limes with ftrength renew*d regrow, 

When they once touch his mother Earth below. - 

Doth not this indocile, blocke-headed affe, thinke to reaffume a new fpirit, by under. 
taking a new difputation ? Icis by my experience Laccufe huttiane ignorance, which (in 
mine opinion ) is the furcft part of the Worlds fchoole. Thofe thar will nor conclude ie 
in them/elves, by fo vainean example as mine, or theirs, let them acknowledge it by So 
crates, the Maifter of Maifters, For the Philofopher Antiffbenes, was wont to {ay to his 
Difciples : Come on my Maifters, let you and me goeto heare Socrates, There fhall Ibea 
fellow Difciple with you, And upholding this Dectrine of the Stoickes Seét, that only ver- 
tue fufficed to make a life abfolutely-happy;and having no need of any thing, bur of Socrates his 
force and refolucion, he added moroever : This long atrention I em ploy in confidering my 
felfe, enableth me alfo co judge indifferently of others: And there are few things whereof I 
fpeake more happily and exculably. Ic often fortuneth meto fee and diftinguith more ex- 
attly the conditions of my friends, than themfelves do. I have aftonied {ome by the perti- 
nency of mire own defcription,and have warned him of himfelte. Becanfe } have from mine 
infancy enured my felfero view mincowne life in others lives; Lhavethercby acquired a 
ftudious complexion therein. And when] thinke on ic, I fuffer few things to efcape about 
me, that may in any fort fic che fame ; whether countenances, humour or difcourfes, I'Au- 
dioufly confider all] am to efchew and all Iought to follow. So by my friends produations 
I difcover their inward inclinations, Not to marfhall or range chisinfinit variety of fo di- 
vers and fodiftraéted ations to certaine Genders or Chapters, and diftin@lly to difttibure 
my parcels and divifions into formes and knowne regions, 

Sed neque quam multa species, & nomina qua fint. 

Eft numerss. 

But not how many kinds, nor what their names ? 
There is a number of them (and their frames. ) 

The wifer fort {peake and declare their fantafies more {pecially and diftin@lly:But I,who 
have no farther infightthen I get from common ufe, withoue rule or methode,generally 
prefent mine owne, bat gropingly. Asinthis: I pronounce my fentence by articles,loofe 
and difioyored : itisathing cannot be fpoken at once and at full. Relatieti and conformity 
are nor ealily found in fuch bafe and common minds 2s ours. Wifedome is a folide and com- 
pleare frames every feverall piece whereof keepeth his due place and beareth his marke. Se- 
bafapientia infe tota converfacft, Onely wifedowme is whely turned inte it felfe. 1 leaveit to ~ 
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tifts, and [ wor not whether in a matter fo confufed, fo feverall arid fo cafuall, they thall come 
to an end, to rangeinto fides this infnie diverfity of vifages;and fetcle our inconftaticy and 
place it in order, Idoe not only find tt difficult to combine our actions one unto anothers 
but take every one apsrt,ic is hard, by any principal quality to defTeigne the fame properlyifo 
double, fo ambiguous and party-coloured are they to divers lufters. Which im Perfews the 
Madonian King was notedfora rare maccer , chat his fpirie faftning it felfe to no kinde of 
condition ; wene wandting through every kinde of life: and repreleating (o new-fangled 
and gadding mancrs, that he was neyther knowne of himfelfe nor of others, what kinde of 
man he was: me chinkes may well nigh agree and fute with allthe world. And above all, 
I havefeene fome other of his coate or humour, to whom (as I fuppofe ) this eonclufion 
might alfo more properly be applied. No {tate of mediocrity being ever tranfported from 
once extreame ¢6 another, by indivinable occafions : no maner of courfe withow croffe, and 
ftrange contraricties : no faculty fimple : fo that thelikelieft aman may one day conclude of 
him, fliall be, chat he affe€tedand laboured to make himfelfe knowne by being notro bée 
knowne. e4 man bad neede of long-tough eares, to beare bimfelfe freely judged. And becaufe 
there be few that can endure co heare ic without tingling : thofe which adventure to under- 
take ic with us, thew us a fingular effe€t of crue friendthip. For, that i a truely perfect love, 
which ro profit and doe good, feareth not to hurt or offend, 1 deeme it abfurd, co cenfurehim,i 
whom bad qualities exceede good conditions. Plato requireth three parts in him that will 
examine anothers minde: Learning, goodwil', and boldneffe. I was once demanded, what I 
would have thought my felfefic-for, had any beene difpofed to make ufe of me, when my 
yeares would have fitted fervice : 


Dum melior vires fanguts dabat, emulanec dam Virg.Atndib$e 
Temporsbus gemines canebar Shara fenetlss. 4lSe 


While better blood gave ftrength, nor envious old yeares 
Ote-laid with wrinckled cemples grew to hoary haires. 

I anfwered, fornothing:And I willingly excule my feltethael can doe nothing which may 
enthrall me to others. But had my fortune made me afervant, I would have told my maifter 
all truchs 3 and, had he fo wild it, controled his manérs:Not in groffe, by fcholafticall leffons, 
which I cannot doe: befides, Ifce no true reformation ro enfue in furch as know them : but 
faire and foftly and with every opportunity obferving them and fimply and naturally jud- 
ging them diftinétly by theeye, Making him diredtly to perceive, how and in what degree 
he is in the common opinionsoppofing my felfe againft his Bacterers and fycophants. 7 here 
is none of us, bur would be worfe then Kings, if as they are,we were continually cor ipted 
with that rafcally kinde of people, But what 2? # Alexander that mighty King and great Phis 
lofopher, could not beware of them ? Tfhould have had tufheienc fidelity, judgement and 
hberty forchat, It would bea nameleffe office, orherwife it fhould lofe both effe& and 
giace; And isa part, which cannot indifferently belong to all. For,trath it /elfe, bath not the 
priviledge tobe exsployed at all times and tn everykinde: Beher ufe never ‘onoble, ic hath his 
circumicriptions and limits. Ic often commeth to patle, the world ftanding as it doth, rhae 
truth is whifpered into Princes cares, not onely without froir, buc hurefully and therewich- 
all unjuftly. And no man hall make me beleeve, but that an hallowed admonition may bee 
vicioufly applied, and abulively employed: and chat the incereft ot che fubftance fhould nor 
fomet:mes yeeld to the inrereft of the forme, For fuch a purpofe and myftery I would ‘have 
an unrepining man and one contented with his owne fortune; 


Quad fit, effe velst, nibilque malst Mart b.ros 
Willing to beas him you fee, PUI 47 Le 


Or rather nothing elfe to be 

andberne of meane degree: Forfomuch ason the one fide, hee fhouldnot have caufe to 
feare,lively and ncerely t6 touch his maifters heart,thereby rot to lofe tlre courfe of his pre- 
ferment: And on she other fide, being of a low condition,-he fhould have more eafie coms 
munication wich al! forts of people. ‘Which I would have in one man alone; for, co empart 
the priviledge of fuch liberty & familiariry unto many, would beget an hurtful irreverence. 
Yea, and of that man, I would above all things require rrufty and affured filence, King 
snot to bee credited, when for his glory, he boafterh of bis conftahcy, in attending bis enemics exe 
sonnter : sf for his good amerdusert and profit, hee camnot endure the libsrty of bis friends waco 
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andif Ibeleeve Phyfitians, they on theother fide will turne me fromit: So that both by 
fortune and by are Tam cleane out of my right bias, I beleeve nothing more certainely then 
this,chat I cannot be offended by the ufe of things, which I have fo long accuftomed, Js 53 5 


she hands of enftome to give enr life what forme st pleafeth: inthatitcan do allinall, IJcische 
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drinke of Circes, diverfifiech our nactureas (he chinkes good. H ow many nations neere bor- 
dering upon us imagine the feare of the fercine or night-calme to be buta jeft, which fo aps 
parantly doth blaft and hurcus? and whereof our Mariners our watermen, and our coun- 
trey men make buta laughing-ftocke ? You make a Germane ficke, if you lay him upon a 
matteras, as you diftemper an Icalian upon a fertherbed, and a French man tolay him inabed 
without curtaines, or lodge him inachamber without a fire. A Spaniard can not well 
brooke tofeede after our tafhion, nor we enduretodrinkeas the Swizzers. A Germane 
pleafed me wellat e4uguffa to raile againft che commodity of our chimnies, ufing the fame 
reafons or arguments, chat wee ordinarily imploy in condemning their ftoves. For, to fay 
truth,the fame clofe-fmoorhered heare,and the {mell of that oft-heaced matter,whcreof they 
are compofed ,fumeth in the heads of fuch as are not accuftomed unto them;not fo with me, 
But onthe other fide, chat heate being equally difperfed, conftant and univerfall, without 
flame or blazing,withour finoake,ind withour chat wind which the tonnels of our chimnies 
bring us, may many weyes be compared unco ours, Why doe we not imitate che Romanes 
archiceéture ? 

Itis reported chae in ancient times they magpeofire in their houfes, bue without and at 
the foote ofthem: Whence by tonnels, which were convaide through their thicket wals, 
and contrived neere and about all fuch places as they would have warmed ; fothac the heat 
was convaied into every part of che houfe.W hich ! have {eene manifeftly defcribed in fome 
place of Seneca,though 4 can not well remember where. ThisGermane, hearing me come 
mend the beauties and commodies of this City (which truely deferveth great commen- 
dation) beganne to pity mec, becaufe I was fhortly co goefromit, And the firft incenve- 
nience he urged me withall,was the heavineife in the head, which Chimniesin other places 
wouldcaufe me. He had heard fome other body complaine of it; aad therefore allcadged 
thefame againft me, being wonc by cuftome to perceive it in fuch as cameco him. Ail heac 
com«ning from Gre doth weaken and dullme s Yer faid Evens, that fire was the belt fauce 
of life, _] rather allow and.embrace any other manner or way to efcape cold. Wee feare our 
Wines when they arelow; whereas in Portugal, the fume of it is counted delicious, and is 
the drinke of Princes. To conclude, each feverall Nation hath divers cuftomes, fathions & 
ulaees; which, to fome others, are not onely unknowne and ftrange,but favage, barbarous 
and wondrous, What fhall we doe unto that people, chat admit no witnefle, except printed 3 
that will nor believe men, if not princed in Buokes, nor credit crutch, unle({e it be of compe- 
tentage? We dignifie our fopperies, when we put them co the preffe; Icis anocher manner 
of weight for him, to fay, I have feene ir, then if youfays Ihave heard it reported, But I, 
who mif.believeno more the mouth, than the hand of men 3 andknow that men write as in- 
difereetly asthey /peake unadvifedly,and efteeme of this prefent age,as of another paft; alleadge 
as willingly a friend of mine as Ax/us Gellins or Macrobins, & what my felfe have feene, as 
that they have wricté.And as they accomprt vertue to be nothing greater by being longer, 
fodeeme I truth ro be nothing wifer by being more aged, I often fay itis meere folly chae 
makes us runne after ftrange and f{cholafticall examples. The fertility of them is now equall 
unto that of Homerand Platcestimes, But isic not; that we rather fecke the honour of alle- 
gations, than the «ruth of difcourfes ? As if it were moreto borrow our proofes from out the 
fhop of Vafcofan or Plantin, chen from that wedayly feein our village. Or verily chat wee 
have not the wic to blanch, fife out or make chat to prevaile,which paffeth before vs,& for= 
cibly judge of ir, to draw the fame into example, Forsit we fay, that authority failes us, to 
adde credit unto our teftimony, we {peake from the purpofe, Fotfomuch as in my concer, 
could we bur finde out their true light , Natures greaceft miracles and the soft wonderfull 
examples, namely upon the fubj-& of humatic actions, may bedrawneand formed from 
moftordinay, moftcommonand moft knowne things, Now concerning my fubject,omir. 
ting theexamples Iknow by bookes; And that which Ariforle{peaketh of e4udron of Ara 
gos, that he would travellall overthe fcorching (ands of Lybia, without drinking: A Gen- 
tleman, who hath worthily acquitced himfelte of many honourable charges,reported where 
1 was, that inthe parching heateof Summer, Hee had travelledfrom Afadrsll to Lisbottes 
without ever drinking, Hisagerefpeéted, heisin very goodand healthy plight, and hath 
nothing extraordinary in the courfe or cuftome of his life, faving (as himfefe hath cold 
me, ) that he can very well continue two or three moneths,yea a whole yeere, without any 


mannce 
Se) 


eee 


Inven.S at.6. 
477. 


The third Booke. 


fed noyf{e, he did fo much the better recall and ¢lofe himfelfe into himfelfe for ferious con. 
templation s and that the faid rempeftuous rumours did ftrike and repereuffe his thoughts 
inward.Whilft he wasa {choller in Padwa,his ftudy was ever placed fo ncere the jangling of 
bels,che ratling,of coaches & rumbling tumults of the market place,that for che fervice of his 
ftady,he was faine,not onely to frame & enure himfelfe co contemne,butto make good ufe 
of that turbulent noife, Socrates anfwered Alcibsades, who wondered how he could endure 
the continual] rittle-tatcle & uncefLant {coulding of his Wife:even as thofe who areaccufto. 
med to heare the ordinery creaking ofthe {queaking wheeles of wells, My felfeam cleane 
contrary, for I have agender braing, and eafic co take {nuffe in the nofe, or to be tran{porteds 
If my minde be bufiealone, the leaft ftirring, yea the buzzing of a flie doth trouble and di- 
ftemperthe fame, Seneca in his youth, having carneftly undertaken to follow the example 
of Sextins, to feed on nothing that were taken dead: could with pleafure (as himfelfe avere 
reth) livefo a whole yeere,. And left it, onely becaufe he would not be fulpeéted to borrow 
this rule from fome new religions, that infticuced the fame, He therewicliall followed fome 
precepts of Attalus, not co lie upon any kinde of carpets or bedding that would yeeld under 
one ; and untill he grew very aged, he never ufed but fuch as were very hard and un-yceld- 
ing to the body.~ What the cuftome of his dayes makes him accompt rudeneffe, ours 
makes us efteeme wantonneffe. Behold the difference betweene my varlets life and mine: 
The Indiarts have nothing further from my forme and ftrength. Well Iwo » that Ihave 
herefore taken boyes from begging,and chat went roaguing up and downe, to ferve me;ho- 
ping to docfome good uponthem, who have within alittle while after left me, my fare and 
my livery ; onely that they might withont controule or checke follow their former idle loy- 
tring life. One of which | found not long fince gathering of muskles in a common fincke, 
for his dinner; whom (doe what Icould) J was never able, neycher with entreaty to re- 
claime, nor by threatning to withdraw, from the {weetnefle he found in want, and delight 
he fele in roaguing lazinefle, Even vagabondine roagues;as well as rich men,bave their ma- 
gnificences and voluptuoufneffc,and(as fome fay) their dignities,preheminences & politike 
orders, They are effeéts of cuftome and ule : and what ss bredin the Lone, will neveront of the 


fief. Both which have power to cnure and fafhion us, not onely to what forme they pleafe 


( therefore,fay che wife,ought we to beaddreffed to the beft, and it will immediately feeme 
eafie unto us) bur allo to change and variation: Which isthe nobleft and moft profitable 
of their apprentifages. The beft of my corporall complexions, is,that I am ficxible andlitele 
opiniative. I have certaine inclinations, more proper and ordinaty, and more pleafing than 
others. But with {mall adoc and without compulfion, I can eafily leave them and embrace 
the contrary, A yong man fhouldtrouble his rules, to ftirre-up his vigor ; and take heed he 
fuffer not the fame to grow faint, fluggifh orteafty : For, there is no courfe of life fo weake 
and fottifh, as chat which is mannaged by Order, Methode and Difcipline. 


Ad primum lapidens vetars cum placet, hora 
Sursitny ex libro, fi prurit frittns ocells 
Agnibus, infpetta genefi collyria quarite 

Lift he to ridein coach but to A1ile-end, 

By th’Almanacke he doth the houre attend: 
It his eye-corner itch, the remedy, 

He fets from calculation of nativity. 


Ifhebeleeve me, he fhall often give himfelfe unto all manner of exceffe : otherwife che 
leaft diforder wilutterly overthrow him ; and fo make him unfir and unwelcome in all con- 
a oe ees verfations 
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ce tea to one 
certaine particula) fafoion. Icis particular, if itbe not fuppleand pliable, Jt # a kinde of reproch, 
through smopualfance not to doe or not to dare, what one feeth his other companions doe or a ve. Let 
fuch men kee etheir kicchin. Icis undecene in all ocher men, but vitious arid intolerable 
in one srofelling Armes: who (as Philopcemen{aid) fhould fafhion himfelfe toall manner of 
inequality and diverfity of life, Although I have (as much as might bee) beene inured to li 
berty, and fafhioned to indifferency; yet in growing aged, have through carelcfnetfe relied 
moreupon cercaine forms(my age is now exempted from inftirution, & hath not any ching 
elfe to looke unto, but to maintaine it felfe) which cuftome hath already, withour thinking 
onir,in certaine things fo wel imprinted her charaéter in mexthat I deeme it akind of excefle 
to leavethem. And without long practife, Ican neither fleepe by day ; nor eate betweenc 
meales;nox breake my faft; nor go to bed without fome entérmiflion ; (as of three houres 
after {upper ) nor get children, but before I fall alleepejand that never ftanding ; nor beare 
mine owne {weate 5 nor quench my thirft, either with cleere water or wine alone; nor con- 
tinue long bare-headed ; nor have mine haire cut after dinner. And ] could as hardly {pare 
my gloves as my fhirt ; or forbeare wafhing of my hands, both in the motning and rifing 
from the table; or lycina bed without a tefterne and curraines about is,as of moft neceflary 
things: Icould dine withoura table-cloch, but hardly without acleane napkin, as Germans 
commonly doe. I foule and fully them more than either they or the Icalians: and I feldome 
ule eyther fpoone or forke. Iam fory we follow not a cuftome, which according to the ey 
ample of Kings I have feene begunne by fome ; that upon every courfe or change of dith, as 
we have hift of cleane trenchers,fo we might have change of cleane napkins. We read that 
that laborious fouldier Adarsis, growing olde, grew more nicely delicate in his drinking, 
and would afte no drincke, except ina peculiar cuppe of his. Asforme I obfervea kinde 
of like methodc in glailes, and of one certaine forme, and drinke not willingly ina comm 
plaffe , no more than of one ordinary hands Lmiflikeall manner of metall in regard 
bright tranfparent matter : let mine eyes alfo have tafte of what I drinkeaccording to th« 
capacity. lam beholding to cuftome for many fuch niceneffes and fingulatities, Nature 
hath alfo on the other fide beftowed this upon me,that I can not wel brooket wo full meales 
in one day, without furcharging my ftomacker; nor che meere abftinence of one, without fil- 
ling my {elfe with winde, drying my mouth and dulling my appetite: And I doe finde great 
offence by along fereine or niglit-calme. For fome yeeres (ince, in the out-roades or night- 
fervicesthat happen in times of warres, which many times continue all night, five or fixe 
houtes after my ftomacke beginnesto qualme, my head feeleth a Violent aking, fothat I 
can hardly hold-out till morning without vomiting. When others goc to breakefaft, I goc 
to fleepe: and withina while after I fhall be as frefh and jolly as before. I everthought thae 
che ferein never fell, but in che fhutting in of night, but having in thefe latter yeeres long 
time frequented very familiarly the converfation of a'Gentleman, poffeffed with this opf- 
nion, that itis more fharpe and dangerous about the declination of the Sunne, an houre or 
ewo before it fet, which he carefully efcheweth, and difpifeth that which falls at night: hee 
hath gone about to perfwade and imprint into me, not onely his difcoutfe,but alfo his con. 
ceit.W hat if the very doubt and inquifition, woundeth our imagination and chancheth us? 
Such as altogether ycelde to thefe bendirigs, draw the whole ruine upon themfelves. And 
Tbewaile divers Gentlemen, who being young and in perfeét health, have by the ignorant 
foolifhnes of their Phy ficians brought them{clves mato confumptions and other lingering 
difeafes; andasit were in Phyficksfetters. Were it not much better to be troubled with a 
arheume, than for ever through difcuftome, in an ation of fo great ufe and confequence, 
lofe the commerce and converfation of common life? Oh yrkefome learning | Oh Sci- 
encefull of moleftation; that waftech us the fweereft houres of the day. Letus extend our 
olfeffion unto the utmoftmeanes. A man fhall atlaft,in opinionating himfelfe, harden and 
eaure himfelfc for it, and fo correét his complexion : as did Cafarsthe falling ficknetle, wich 
contemning and corrupting the fame, A man fhould apply himfelfe to the beft rules, bac 
not fubje& himfelfe unto them : except to fuch (if any there be) that dary and thraldome 
unto them, be profitable. Both Kings and Philofophers obey nature, and goc to che ftoole, 
and fo doe Ladies: Publike lives are duc unto ceremony : mine whichis cb{cure and pri 
wace, enjoyeth all natural difpenfations, To be a Souldier and a Ga/coyne, are qualities form» 
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What {ubjeét to indifcretion, And Iam both. Therefore will } fay thus much of this s@i- 
on ; that ic istequifite we fhould remit the fame unto certaine prefcribed night-houres; and 
by cuftome (as Ihave done) force and fubjeét our {elves uncoit: But not (a6 | have done) 
Growing in yceres;ftridtly tie himfelfe tothe care of a particular convenient place, and of a 
commodious Aiax or ealie clofe-ftoole for that purpofe:and make ittroublefome with long 
fitting and nice obfervation. Nevertheleffe in homelieft matters and fowleft offices, is it not 
in fome fort excufable, to require more care and cleanlinefle ?, Natsra homo mundum ec eles 
gans animal eff. By nature man ts acleanely andneate creature. 

Of all naturall a€tions, there is none wherein I am more loath to be troubled or interrup- 
ted, when Iam at it. I have feene divers great men and fouldiers, much troubled and vexed ~ 
wich their bellies untune and diforder, when at untimely honres it calleth upon them:whilft 
mine and my felfe never miffe to call one upon another at our appointment : which is, as 
foone as Igetout of my bed, except fome urgent bufinefs or violent fickneffe trouble me, 
Therefore a8 (Ifaide) I judge no place where ficke men may better feate themfelvesin feo 
curity, then quietly and wifht to hold themfelves in that courfe of life, wherein they have 
been brought up & habituated:Any change or Variation foever,aftonieth and diftempereth, 
Willl any beleeve that Cheftouttes can hurt a Perigordin or a Lwquois,or that milke or whit- 
meatesare hurtful unto a mountaine dwelling people? whom if one feeke to divert from 
their naturall diets he fhall not onely pre(cribe them anew, but a contrary forme of life: A 
change which healthy mancan hardly enduresAppoint a Bretton of threeicore yceres of age 
todrinke water; puc a Sea-man or Mariner into a Stove; forbid a lackey of Baske to walkez 
you bring chem out of their element,you deprive them of all motion,and in the end, of aire, 
of light and life : 
an vivere tants eff 2 

Doe we reckon it fo deare, 

Onely living to be here? 

Cogimur a [uetis animum fulpendere rebriss 

Atque ut vivamus, vivere definimas : 

From things e1ft us’d we muft fufpend our minde, 
We leave to live that we may live by kinde. 

Flos fapereffe reor qushus & (pirabilis aer, 
Et lax quiareginsur, redditur ipfa gravis, 

Doe I thinke they live longer, whom doth grieve 
Both aire they breathe, and light whereby they live! 

If they do¢ no other good, at leaft they doe this, tharbetimes they prepare their patients 
unto death, by little undermining and cutting-off the ufe of life, Both in health andin fick- 
nefle, [have willingly feconded and given my felfeoyer to thofe appetites thar preffed me. 
J allow great authority to my defires and propenfions. I love not to cure ene evil by another 
mifchiefe, I hatechofe remedies, that importune more then ficknefle.To be fubjcé& tothe 
cholike, and to be tied to abftaine from che pleafure I have in eating of oy fters, are two mif- 
chiefes forone. The difeafe pincheth us on the one fide, the rule on the other.Since weare 
ever in danger to mifdoe, let us rather hazard our felves to follow pleafure, Moft men doe 
contrary and thinke nothing profitable, that is not painefull: Facility is by them fufpeéteds 
Mine apperite hath in divers things very happily accommodated and ranged it felfe to the 
health of my ftomake. Being yong, acrimony and tartnefle in fawces did greatly deligheme; 
but my ftomacke being fince g’utted therewith ; my tafte hath likewife feconded the ame, 
Wine hurts the ficke sic is the firft ching tha with an invincible diftatte, brings my mouth 
out of tafte. Whatfoever I receive unwillingly or diftaftefully hurts me, whereas nothing 
doth it whereon I feed with hunger and rellifh. I never received harme by any aétion chae 
was very pleafing unto me. And yer I have made all medicinal conclufions, largely to yeeld 
to my pleafures. And when I was yong 

Luem circumcsrfans bue atque huc fepe Cupido 
Fulgebat crocina {pleadidus in tunica, 
About whom Capid running here and there, 
Shinde in the faffron coate which he did wearé: 
Thave as licentioufly& inconfiderately as any other,furthred al fuch defires as poffefled ” 
8 


Chap.33. 
Et militavi non fine gloria, 
A Souldier of loves hoaft, 
I was not without boaft. 
More notwithftanding in continuation and holding out; then by {natches or by fealth. 
Sex me vise memini fuftinus fe vices. 
I {carfe remember paft 
Six courfes I could laft. 
It is furely a wonder accompanied with unhappineffe,to confeffe how young and weake I 
was brought under it’s fubjeétion. Nay, thall Inot blufh co tell it ? Ie was long before the 
age of choife or yeeres of difcretion: I was{oyoung,as I remember nothing before. And 
fitly may my fortune bee compared to that of Qxartilla, who remembred not her mayden- 
head, 
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Inde traguscelere/q, pit, miranddg, matré 

Barba med. 
Thence goatifhnefie, haires over-foone 4 beard 
To make my mother wonder, and afear’d. 

Phyfitians commonly enfold and joyne their rules unto profit, according to the violence 
of tharpe defires or carneft longings, chat incidently follow the ficke, No longing defire can 
be imagined fo ftrange and vicious, but nature will apply herfelfe unco it. And chen how ea. 
fie is it to content ones fantafie ? In mine opinion, this pare importeth all in all ; at leaft more 
and beyond allother. The moft grievous and ordinary evils arethofe, which fancy char- 
geth us withall, That Spanith faying doth every way pleafe me: bes a me Dios de my.God 
defend me from my felfe. Being licke, [ am fory I have not fome defire may give me the con: 
rentment to fatiace and cloy the fame: Scarfly would a medicine divert mefrom it, So doe 
Twhen I aminhealch : [hardly {ee any thing lefcto be hoped or wifhed-for. I cis’pitty2 
san fhould bee fo weakned and enlanguifhed, that he hath nothing left him but wifhing. 
The art of Phyficke is not fo refolute, that whatfocyer wee doe, we fhall be void of all au- 
thority co doe it, Shee changeth and fhe varieth according tovclimats 5 according to the 
Moones; atcording to Feruelivs;and according to Scala. If your Phyfitian thinke it not 
good that you fleepe, that you drinke wine, or care fuch and fuch meates: Care net you for 
that; Iwill finde you another that fhall net beofhis opinion, The diverfity of phyficall ar. 
guments and medicinall opinions, embraceth all manner of formes. I faw amiferable ficke 
man, for the infinite defire he had to recover,ready co burft,yea and to die with thirft;whom 
not long fince another Phyfitian mocked, utterly condemning the others counfell, as hurts 
fullforhim, Had not hee beftowed his labour well? A man of that coate is lately dead o 
the ftone, who during the time of his fickneffe ufed extreame abftinence to with{tand his 
evill; his fellowes affirme that contrary, his long fafting had withered and dried him up,and 
fo concoéted the gravell inhis kidnies. Ihave found, that in my hurts and other fickneffes, 
earneft talking diftempers and hurts meas much asany diforder commit. My voice cofts 
me deare, and wearieth me; for Z have it lowd, fhrill and forced: So that, when Ihave had 
occafion to entertaine the cares of great men, about weighty affaires, I have often troubled 
them with care how to moderate my voice, This ftory defervethto be remembred and to 
divert me. Acertaineman, in one ofthe Greeke {chooles fpake very lowde, as I doe; the 
maifter of the ceremonies fent him word, he fhould {peake lower : let him (quoth he) fend 
me the tuncor key in which he would have me {peake. The other replied, that he fhould 
cake his tune from his earesto whomhe fpake.Ie was well faid,fo he underftood himfelfe : 
Speake according asyou havero doe with your auditory. Por if one fay,let it fuffice that he 
heareth you; or governe your felfe by him: I do not thinke he had reafon to fay fo. The tune 
or motion ofthe voyce, hath fome expreffion or fignification of my meaning? It isin me to 
dire& the (ame, that fo Imay the beter reprefent my felfe. There is a voyce to inftruct one 
co flatter, and another to chide. I will not onely have my voyce come to him, but peradven- 
ture to wound and piercehim. When Ibrawle and rate my lackey, with a fharpe and picr- 
cing runes were ic fit he fhould cometo meand fay, Mafter (peake foftly, Iunderftand and 
heare you very well? Ej? quedam vox ad andituim accommodata sort magnitwdine fed proprieta- 
te. Theresa kindeofvoyce well applied to the bearing, not by the greatne(fe of it, but by the pro 
prittie, The wordighalte histharfpeaketh, and halfe his that harkeneth unto it. The hea- 
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The third Booke. Chap.13- 
ter ought to prepare himfelfe to the motion or bound it taketh. As betweene thofe that play 
at tennis, he who keepesthe hazard, doth prepare, ftand, ftirre and march, according as he 
perceives him who ftands at the houfe, to looke,ftand, remoove and ftrike the} ball, and ac- 
cording tothe ftroake, Experience hath alforaught me this, that we lofe our {elves with 
impatience, Evils have thesr life, their limits , thesr dsfeafes and their health, Theconfticuti- 
on of difeafes is framed by the patterne of the conftitution of living creatures, They have 
their fortune limited even ac their birth, and their dayes allotted them. He that fhallimpe- 
rioufly goe about, or by compulfion (contrary to their courfes) to abridge them, doth leng- 
then and multiply them ; and in ftead of appeafing, doth harfell and wringthem. Jam of 
Crantors opinion, that a man muft neither obftinately nor frantikely oppofe himfelfe againft 
evils; nor through demiffeneffe of courage faintingly yeeld unto them, but according te 
their condition and ours, naturally inclinetothem. A man mutft give fickeneffes their paf- 
fage: And I finde thar they ftay leaft with me, becaufe Tallow them their {winge, and lee 
thenvdoe what they lift. And contrary to common received rules, I have without ayde or are 
ridde my felfe offome,that are deemed the moft obftinately lingring, & unremoovably-ob- 
ftinate. Let nature worke:Let hir have hir will:She knoweth what fhe hath to doe,and under, 
ftands hir felfe better then we do. But fuch a one dicd of it, wil you fay; fo thal you doubrlefe, 
if not of that, yet of fome other difeafe. And how many have we feenediewhen they have 


hada whole Golledge of Phyfitians round’a bout their bed, & looking in their excrements? 


Example is a bright lookingeglalfe,univerfall and for all foapes to looke- into. If it be aluthious or 
tafte-pleafing potion, take it hardly ; it is ever fo much prefent cafe. Soit bedelicious and 
fweetly tafting, I will never ftand much upon the name or colour of it, Pleafure ts one of the 
chiefeft kinds of profit. I have fuffered rheumes, gowty defluxions, relaxions 9 Pantings of the 
heart, megreimes and other fuch-like accidents, to grow oldinme, and. die their natural] 
deaths all which have left me, when J halfe enured and framed my felfe to fofter them,’ 
They are better conjured by curtefie, then by bragging or threats, We wnt gently obey and 
endure the lawes of our condition = Weare fubjectto grow aged, to become weake and to fall 
ficke, in fpight of all phyficke. Ic is the firft leffon the Mexicans give their children; When 
they come out of their mothers wombes, they chusfalutechem : My childe, thow art compe ine 
to the world to fuffer 5 Therefore fu fer and hold thy peace. Itis injuftice for one to grieve, that 
any thing hath befallen to any ene;which may happen toall men. Indignare fi quid in te inique 
propric conftitutums eff. Then take st ill, if, any thing be aecreed unjuftly again thee aloue.Looke on 
an aged man,who fueth unto God to maintaine him in perfcét, full and vigorous health,that 
isto fay, he will be pleafed co make himyong againe: 
Stulte quid bec fruftra votis pmerilibus optas ? 
Foole, why doft thou in vaine defire, 
With childith prayers thus t’afpire 2 
Is it not folly? his condition will not beareit. The gowt: the ftene,the gravell and indigeftis 
on are fymptomes or effets of long continued yeares ; as heats, raines and winds, are inci= 
dent to long voyages. P/ato cannot beleeve, that e£/cnlapius troubled himfelfe with good 
rules and diet to provide for the prefervation of life, in a weake,wafted and corrupted body s 
being unprofitable for his country, inconvenient for his vocation, and unft to get found 
and fturdy Children:and deeme not that careinconvenient unt 
Wifedome, which isto dire€t all things unto profits My good fir, the matter is atan end= 
You cannot be recovered ; for che moft, you can be but tampered withall,and fomewhat Une 
der propt, and forfome houres have your mifery prolonged. 
Non fecus infantem cupiens fuleire rninam 
Diverfis contra nitseur obicibus, 
Donec serta dies omns compage foluté 
Jpfum cumrebus fubruat anxilinus, 
So he that would an inftant ruine flay 
With divers props ftrives it underlay, 
Tillall che frame diffolv’d acertaine day, 
The props with th’edifice doth overfway- 


ef mass nol? learne to endure that patiently, which be cannot avoyde conveniently. Our life is 


compoted, as is the harmony of the World, of contrary thingssfo of divers cunes, fome pleas 
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fant, fome harth, fome tharpe,fome flat,fome low and fome high: What would that Mufiti- 
tion fay, that fhould love bur fome one of chem ? He ought co know how to ufe chem (eve- 
rally and how to entermingle them. So fhould -we-both of goeds and evils, which are con- 
fabRtantiall to our life, Our being cannot fubfift without this commixcure, whereto one 
fide is no leffe neceflary than the orher:To goc about to kicke againft narural neceflity were 
to reprefent the felly of Crefiphon, who undertooke to ftrikeor wince with his mule] confule 
but little about the alterations which I fecle: For chefe kinde of men are advantagious,when 
they hold you at their mercy. They glut your eares with their Prognoftications, and furs 
prifing me heretofore, when by my ficknetfe I was broughe very low and weake, they have 
injurionfly handled me with their Do&trines, pofitions, prefcriptions, magiftrall fopperies 
and profopopeyall gravity sfometimes threatning me with great paine and fimart, and other 
times menacing me with neere and unavoydable death : All which did indeede move, ftirre 
and toueh me neere, but could not difmay, or remoove me from my place er refolution: If 
my judgement be thereby neither changed nor troubled, it was ac leaft hindred: Ic is ever 
in agitationand combating. Now I entreate my imagination as gently as I can, and were it 
in my power I wouldcleane difcharge it of all paine and conteftation, A man mutt farther, 
help, flatter and (if he can) cozen and deceive it. My {pirit is fic for that office. Thereisno 
want of apparances every where. Did he perfwade, as he preacheth, hee fhould fuceeffe 
fully ayde me. Shall I give you an example? He celsme; it ts for my good, that Iamtrou- 
bled with thegravell: Thatche compofitions of my age, mutt nacurally fuffer fome leake or 
flaw: Iris time they begin corelent and gainefay themfelves: Icisacommon neceflity : 
Andit had beene no new wonder for me, That way J pay the reward duc unto age, and I 
could have nobetter reckoning of it. Thatfuch company ought to comfort me, being fal- 
Jen into the moft ordinary accident incident to men of my dayes. I every where fee fome af- 
Aigted with the fame kinde of evill ; whofe focicty is honourable unto mee, forfornuch as 
jt commonly pofleifeth the better fort of mens. and whofe ¢{fence hath a certaine nobility 
and dignity connexéd untoit? That of men tormented therewith, few are beccer cheape 
quit of it: and yet, it cofts them the paine of a troublefome dyet, tedious regiment,and daily 
loathfome taking of medicinall drugges and phyficall potions: Whereas I meerly owe it to 
my good fortune, For, fome otdinary broths made of Eringos or SeaeHolme, and Burtt: 
wort, which twice or thrice [have {wallowed downe, at the requeft of fome Ladies, who 
more kindely then my difeafeis unkind, offred methe moity of theirs, have equally feemed 
unto me aseafic to take, asunproficable in eperation. They muft pay a thoufand vowes un- 
to e4(culapins, and as many crownesto their Phyfitian, for am eafie profluvion or aboun- 
dant running of gravel, which I oftenreceive by the benefit of Nature, Let mec bein any 


company, the decency of my countenance is thereby nothing troubled: and I canhold my 
water full tenne houres, and ifneede be, as long as any man thatisin perfedthealch: The 
feare of this evill (faith he) did heretofore affright thee; when yet it was unknowne to thee. 
The cries and defpaire of thofe, who through their impatience exafperate the fame; bred a 
horror of it in thees It is an evill that comes and fals into thofelimmes, by; and with which 


thou haft moft offended: Thou art aman of con{cience : 
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The paine that comes without defart, 
Comesto us with more griefe and {mart. 
Confider buc how milde the punifhmentis, inrefpect of others, and how favourable. Con- 
fider his flowenefle incomming : hee onely incommodeth that ftate and encombreth that 
feafon of thy life, which (all things confidered ) is now become barren and loft,having as ic 
were by way of compofition given place unto the fenfuall licencioufneffeand wanton pleas 
furesof thy youth. Thefeare and pitty, men have of this evill, may furve thee as a caufe of 
glory. Aq ality, whereof, if thy judgement be purified and thy’ difcourfe perfectly found, 
thy friends doe notwithftanding difcover fame {parkes in thy complexion, It is fome plea- 
fure for aman co heare others fay of him: Loe there a patterne of erwe fortitude: loe there a mir- 
rour of matchlelfe patience, Thou art {eene to {weate with iabour, to grow paleand wanne, 
to wax red, to quake and tremble, to caftand vomit blood,co endure ftrange contractions, 
to brooke convulfions, to trill downe brackifh and great teares, to make thicke, muddy 
blacke, bloody and fearefull urine,or co haveit ftopt by fome fharpe or rugged ftone, which 
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pricketh and cruelly wringeth the necke of rhe yarde : entertaining in the meane while the 


me, it isa dangerous and mortall evil], : what others are not fo? Foryit isa kinde of phyficalf 
coufenage, to except any, and fo they goe direétly unto death : what matter itis, whether 
they goe by accident unto it; and eafily flide on either hand, toward the way that leadeth us 
thereunto? But thou dieft not becaufe thou art fickes thou-dieft becaufe chou art living. 
Death is able cokill chee without the helpe of any fickneffe. Sickneffes have to fome pro- 
longed their death ; who have lived the {onger, in afmuch as they imagined they were ftill 
dying. Seeing itis of wounds, as of difeafes, chat fome are medicinall and wholefome, The 
chollike is often no lee long-lived thanyou, Many arefeene, in whomit hath continued 
even from their infancy unto their extreameft age,who had they not forfaken her company; 
the was like to have affifted them further, You oftner kill her, than fhe doth you. And if the 
did prefent thee with the image of neer-imminent death, were it not a kinde office for 4 man 
of that age, to reduce it unto the cogitations of his end ? And which is worfe, thou haft no. 
longer caufe to beecured: Thus and howfoever, common neceffity calls for thee againft 
the firft day, Confider but how artificially and how mildely fhe brings thee in diftafte with, 
life, and out of liking with che world; not forcing thee with atyrannicall (ubje€tion, as infi- 
nit other difeafes doc, wherewith chou feeftold men poflefled, which continually hold 
them fettered and enfnared, and without releafe of weakenefle nor intermiflion of paines 
but by advertifements and inftru€tions, reprifed by intervalles: entermixing certaine paw- 
fes of reft, as ifie were, to give thee meane, at thy cafe, to mediate and repeate her leffon: 
Togivethee leafure and ability to judge foundly, and like a man of a courage to take a refo- 
lution, fhe prefents thee with the ftae of ehy condition perfeét, both in goodand evill, and 
in one fame day, fometimes a moft pleafing, fometimes a moft intolerable life. If thow em- 
brace not death, at leaft thors foake/? ber by the hand once a moneth, Whereby thou haft more 
caufeto hope, that the will one day furprife thee without threatning.And that being fo of- 
ten brought into the haven ; fuppofing to be ftill in thy accuftomed flate, one morning at 
unawares, both thy felfe and thy confidence fhall be tranfported over.A man hath no reafon 
to complaine againftthofe difeafes, which fo equally divide time withhealth. Iam be- 
holding to Fortune, that the fo often affailes mee with one famekinde of weapon: fhe by 
long ufedeth fafhion and enure mee unto it , harden and habirwate me thereunto: I now 
know within alittle which way and how I fhall bequit. For want of naturall memory I 
frame fome of paper. And when fome new fympromeor accident commethto my evill, I 
fecit downe in writing : whence it proceedeth, that having now (in amanner) pafled over 
and through all forts of examples, if any aftonifhment threaten me; running and turning 
over thefe my loofe memorialles (as Ssbyl/aes leaves) I miffe no mose to finde tocomfort me 
with fome favourable prognoftication in my former paft experience. Cuftome doth alfo 
ferve mee, to hopethe betrer hereafter. For, the conduct of this diftribution, having fo 

long beene conftituted, it isto be fuppofed that Nature will nor change this courfe,andne 

other worfe accident fhalifollow, then that Ifeele, Moreover, the condition of this difeale 

is not ill feeming to my ready and fodaine complexion, When iit but faintly aflailes mee, 

at makes mee afraid, becaufe it is like tocontinuce long: But naturally it hath certaine vigo- 

rous and violent exceffes. It doth violently thake me for one ortwo dayes. My reineshave 

continued a whole age without alteration, an other is now well-nigh come, that they have 

changed ftate. Evils as well as goods have their periods : this accident is happily come to 

his laft. Ageweakneth the heat of my ftomacke : his digeftion being theeehy Ieffe pers 


feét, hee fendeth this crude matter to my reines. Why may not, at acertaine revolution, 
the heat of my reines be likewife infeabled: fo that they may no longer puffific my fleagmes 
and Nature addreffe her felfe to finde fome other courfeof purgation# Yearcs have evident- 
ly mademe drie up certaine rheumes: And why not thefe excrements, that minifter matter 
tothe ftone or gravell ? Bur is there any thing fo pleafant, in refpeet of this fodaine change, 
: when 
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when by an extreame paine, Icome by the voy ding of my ftone,to recover,as from a light. 
ning, the faire Sunne-fhine of health 5 fo free and full, as it happemerh in our fodaine and 
moft violent cholliks? Is there any thing inchis painefuffered that may be counter poifed 
tothe fweer pleafure of foready an amendment? By how such more health feemeth fairer 
unto me after fickneffe, fo neere and fo contiguous, that 2 may know them in prefence one 
of another, in their richeft ornaments 3 wherein they atcyre themfelves avy,as it were con 
front and counterchecke oneanother: Even asthe Stoickes fay, that Vices were profitabl 
brought in; to give ofteeme and make head-unto vertue, So may we with better reafon and bo 
conjecture, afitme,that Nature hath lent us ericfe and paine, for the honour of pleafure and 
fervice of indolency. When Socrates (afer he had his yrons ortetters tdken frombhim) fel 
the pleafure or tickling of thac itching, which: their weight and rubbing had caufed i 
legges ; he rej nyced, to cenfider the neere affinity that was between paine & pleafureshow 
they combined together by a neceilary bond ; fo thac at'turnes they ent reogender and 
Andry out rogood eZ/ope, thar hefhould from that confiderarion 
able. The wortt /fecin other.difeafes,is,that che 
a whole ycate tosccover bir 


fucces done ano het: 


yayes full of feare,. 
There is fo much hazard and fo many degrces before one can be brought to fafety, 
; - cl cn Our nig hte 


cip(beforeyou can brooke the ayreagaine,or have kcave to drinke Wine, or lye 4 
Wife, or eateimelons, itis much, if you fall not into fome relapfe or nev 
hatlathis priviledge, that it is cleane carried aways Whereas othe adies.4eave 
‘omié impreflion and alteration, which leavech the body fufceptible or undertaking of 
}they lendonean other their hands. Suchareto bi excnufeds: asare 


Pees eka caiarit ae = 
fome new infirmity 3 ‘and 
) 


éoncented with the poffeffion they have over us withour extending the fame; and wither 


introducitig¢heir fequell: But curtcous, kind and gracious arc thote, wi ofe:pallage dbrix 

us fome profitable confequence. Since: Thave had -theeftone.chollke,, J finde my felferdi! 

eharged of other accidents: more (asme chinks ) then ] was before, andneven bad aguc 
fince: L,argne,thac che extreame and frequent vomits I endure, purge mee ;\ancdormtheio- 
ther fide, the diftattes and ftrange abftinences I rolerate, difgeft my offending huriours: and 
Nature Voydeeb in tnefe ftones and gravell, wharfoever is fuperfluous and hurefull.in her; 
hat it is a nedicinetoo deere fold.For, whar availe fo many doathfome 
incifions, fweatings, fetons, dyetsand:fodivers falhi- 
ons of curing, which, becaufe we are not able co undergoe their violence and brooke their 
importunity, doe often bring us unto our graves ¢ Andtherefore, when I am furpriied, I 
take it as phyficke: and when Iamfree, Itake ic.as'a conftanc ane full deliverance. Lo here 


an other particular favour of my difeafe, whic 
and let’s me keepe mine owne; or elfe L want 


Thave held our tenne houreson Horfe-backe with him, Doe burendure, you ncede no o- 


ther rule or regiment: Play, dally, cyne,runne, be gamefome; doe this, and if you can,coc 
aile than hurt it.Say cl 


the other thing, your diforder and debauching will rather avi 

to one that hath the pox, et ro one that ‘hathcthe gowr, er to ont thacis belly 

burft. Orher inffirmites have more univerfall bonds, torment fait rw 

Ii che fkate of mans life unto their confideration: % 
3 


Let no man cell me,t 
pils , ‘ftincking potions, cauterizings, 


his,that hein a manner, keepes his play:a-patt, 
but courage to doe it: Inhis greateftemotion, 


nus muct 


pervert all our order, and engage a 
chis doth only twitch and pinch the skin, i¢neyther medlech wich your una 
with your will, congue; feete nor hatidsjbut leaves them all in your cifj 

zeth and awaketh you, then deterre and drouzy you. The mind is v 


of a feaver, fuppr effed:by an Epilephie, ec nfounded by amuigrane, 
ed and difimayed by all the difeafes that touch ot wound the whole mafieo 
‘Psnobleft parts: This never medleth with it-Itcheretore st 
fhe bewray eth, fhe forfaketh and (lie difplaceth her felfe.t 
that thishhard, erecty and maflie body, which 1s concoct ed: 
be diffolved'by drinks, And therefore after it is ftirred, there ismo ‘way, butto give it pal. 
fage, Forifyoudoe not, he will take ichimfelfe. This other peeuliat commodity Jobferve, 
chat iris an infirmity,wherein we have but little ro divine. 

aladies catt us, by the uncertainty of their caufes, 
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greffes. A trouble infinitly painfull: We have no need of doétorall confultations; or colle- 
iall interpretations.Our fenfes cell us where it is sand what it is.By,& with fuch arguments, 
forcible or weake (as Cicero doth the infirmity of his old-age ) F endevour to lull afleepe,and 
ftudy to ammufe my imagination, and fupple or anoint her {ores: If they grew worle to 
morrow; to morrow Wwe fhall provide for new remedies or efcapes, That this is eruc: loe af 
terwardagaine, haply thelighteft motion wringspure blood ourofmyreines. And what 
ofthat? Lomicnot ro ftirre as before, and with a youchfull and infolent heare ride after my 
hound. Atidfind chat Ihave great reafon of fo important an accident, which cofts me but 2 
deafe heavinefIc and dombe alceration in thar part. «Icis fome great ftone chat waftech and 
confymeth the fubftance of my kidneis and my life, which I avoyde by little and litsle: Age 
without fome natural] pleafure, as anexcrement now {uperfluous and troublefome. And feele 
T fomething to fhake? Except not that J ammufe my felte to feele my pulfe, or lookeinto my 
urine;thereby to finde or take fome tedious prevention. | fhall come time cnongh to feele 
che {mart,wichout lengthening the fame with the paine of feare. Who fearegh to fuffer, fiffererle 
already, becan[e be feareth, 
Seeing the doub: and ignorance of thofe, who will and domeddle wich expounding the 
drifts and fhifts of nature, with her internal progreffe ; and fo many falfe prognoftications 
of their arte fhould make us underftand her meanes infinitly unknowne, There is great 
uncertainty, variety and eb{curiry, in char thee promifech and menaceth us. Except olde 
age, which is anundoubted figne of deaths approching: ofallother accidents, I fee few 
fignes of future things, whereon we may ground our divination, J onely judge my felfe by 
true-fecling fenfe, and not by difcourfe; To what end ? fince ] willadde nothigg thereunto 
except attention and patience. « Will you know what I gaine by it ? Beholdthole who doe 
otherwife, and who depend on fo many diverfe per{wafions and counfels 3 how oft ima- 
gination preffeth them without the body. I have divers times being in fafety and free from 
all dangerous accidents, taken pleafureto communicate them unto Phyfitions, as but chen 
comming upon me, f endured the arreft or doome of their horrible conclufions, arid remaj- 
ned fo much the more bounden unto God for his grace, and: better infiruéted of the vanity 
of this arte. Nothing onght fo much be recommended uwto youth,'as.ablivity and vigilancy, Our 
life is nothing but motion, I am hardly thaken, and am flow in all things, beit to rile,to goe 
to bed, or tomy meales, Seaven of checlocke in the morning is tome an early houre; And 
where I may command, I ncither dine before eleven, nor fup till after fix.I have heretofore 
imputed the caufe of agues or maladies, whereinto I have falne, toche lumpith heavinefle or 
drowzy dulnefle, which my long fleeping hadcaufed me, And ever repented meeto falla- 
fleepe againe in the morning, Plato condemnes moreche excefle of fleeping, then the fure 
fet of drinking. I love to lie hard and alone, yea and withouta woman by mesafterthe king- 
Jy] manner : fomewhat well and warme covered. J never have my bed warmed;but fince I 
came to be anold man,ifneed require, I have clothes given mc to.warmemy & feete my fto- 
macke. Great Scipio was taxed to bee a fluggard or heavy flceper ( inmiy conceit ) forno o- 
ther caufe, but that men were offended, hee onely thould beethe man, in whom no faule 
might juftly bee found, If there be any curiolity in my behaviour or manner of life, it is Td= 
ther about my going to bed, then any thing cife; but if needebee, I generally yeeldand 
accommodate my felfe unto neceflity, as well andas guictly,and any other whofoever.Slec= 
ping hath poffeifed a great part of my life: and asold aslam, Ican fleepe cight or nine 
foures together. I doc with profit withdraw my felfe from this fluggith propenfion, and e= ~ 
vidently finde'my felfe better by it.Indecde I fomewhat feele the ftroke of alteration,but in 
three dayes itis paft. And I fee few chat liye with leile (when nced is) and that more con- 
ftantly exercife themfelves, nor whom toyling and labour offend letle, My body is capable 
of a firme agitation, fo it be not vehement and fodaine.] avoide violent exercifes,and which 
induce meero {weate: my limbs will fooner be wearied, then beated.1 can ftanda whole 
day long, and am {eldome weary with walking. Since my fift age, I everloyed ratherco 
ride then walke upon paved ftrects. Going afoore, } thal durty my felfe upto the wafte : 
and liteie men, going alonpft our ftreets; arc fubje& (for want of prefentiall apparenee) to 
be juftled or elbowed. Ilove ro rake my reft, be it fitting or lying-along, with my legs as 
high or higher then my feace. No profeffion or occupation is more pleafing thenshe milita- 
*73A profeflion or exercife, both noble in execution (for the frongeft.meft generems and pram 
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deft of all verewes, #s traevalowr ) av d noblein it’s caufe. No uriliry; either more juft or uni- 
| verfall then che protection of the repofe, or defence of the creatnelle of ones country. The 
company and dayly converfation of fo many noble; young ahd a@tivemen, candot but bee 
well-pleafing to you:the dayly and ordinary fight of fo divers ttagicall (peétacles : the iii ers 
ty and uncontroled freedome of that arreleiie and unaffected converfacion; mdfculine and 
ceremonilefte maner of life: che bourely variety of athoufand ever chang g and ditfering 
aétions: the ceuragious and minde ftirring harmony of warlike muaficke, which at orice en 
certaineth with delight and enflameth with longing, both yourcaresand your minde: chi 
smminent and matchlefle honour of that exercifezyea the very fharpnele anddifficulry of it, 
which Péte efteemeth fo little, that in his imaginary commoriwealth;he imparceth che fame 
both to women and to children. Asa voluntary Souldier; or adventurous Knight you enrer 
nelifts, che bands or particular hazards, according asyour felfe jadge of their fuccelies 
c¢: and you feewhen your life may therein be exculably employed, 
Pulchrimaue mors (uccurrit in arms, 
And nobly it doth come in minde; 
To die in armes may honor finde. 
Balely to feare common dangers, thar concerne fo humberleffe amulcitude,. and riot to 
dare, what fo many forts of men dare,yea whole nations together, is onely incident co bale; 
craven and milke-{op-hearts; Company and good fellow(bip doth barten and enconrage children. 
If fome chanee to exceed and outgoc you in knowledge,in experience;in grace,in ftrengch, 
jn fortune, youhave third and collaterall caufesto blame and take hold-of ; but to yceld to 
chem in conftancy of minde, and refolution of courage, you have none but your felte ro find 
fault with. Death ws much more abjett langusfesng, prifly & painefulin a downe-bed,then su a fiela- 
combate 5and agnes, Catarres or apoplexies, as painefull and mortal, as an harquebafade, He chat 
{hould be made undantedly to beare the accidents of common life; fhould not heedto bum- _ fae 
baft his courage; to become a man atarmes, Pivere, ms Lucsits, milstaree fs bik 


: Friend mst 
35 t0 goo On warre-fare. I cannot rememberthanever.Lwas icabbed: y¢e is itching on¢ of na 
cures (weereft gratificarions; 
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and as ready at hand,. Bur repentance doth over-imporsunatcly 
attend on it. I exercife the fame in mine eares (andby fits) which within doe eftenitch. | 
was borne with al my fenfes found,almoft in perfeftionsMy ftomacke is commodioufly goods 
andfoisdi¥ head : both which, togecher wich my winde, maintaine themfelves achware 
my agues. I have outlived that age, to which fome nations have not:without fome reafon 
preferibed for a juftend unto life, thacthey allowed nota manto exceedethe fame. 1 have 
notwithftanding fomeremyfes orintermiflions yet: chough unconftant and fhorr, fo found 


and neate, that there is little difference between them ana che health and. indslency- of my 


youth. I fpeake not of youthly vigor and chearefull blithneflesthere is no reafon they fhould 
follow me beyond their limits: 
Non bac amplius eff limsntssaut aque 
Caleftis, patiews latus. 
Thefe fides cannot ftill fuftaine 
Lying without doores, fhrowring raine; 

My vifage and eyes doe prefently difcover me. Thence begin all thy changes, and formes 
what tharper then they are in effeét. I often move my friends to pitty, ere I feele the caufe of 
it. My looking glaffe doth not amaze me : for even in my youth it hath: divers times befalne 
me, {oto put-on a dusky looke, a wan colour, a troubled behaviour and of if prefage, with- 
out any great accident; fo that Phyficions pefceiving no inward caufe coan{wer chis out- 
ward alteration, afcribed thefarme to che fecret mindeor fome concealed paflion, which in 
wardly gnawed and confumed me. They were deceived, were my body direétly by me,as is 
my minde; we fhould march alittle more at our eae, I had ir then, not onely exempted from 
alitrouble, but alfo full of fatisfaétion and blicheneffe, as it is moft commonly, partly by &’s 
ownecomplexion, and partly by it’s owne detfeigne : 

Nee vstsant artus agra conbagsa ments, Sey 
Nor doth ficke mindes infeétion, ne Tift. ting 
Pollute ftrong joyntscomplexion. sate’ 

Iam of opinion, chac chis her temperacure hath often raifed my body from his failings : 

heis oft¢n fupprefled, whereas fhe, if mot lafcivioufly wanton; at leaftin quict and repoied 
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eftate. | hada quartan ague which held me foureor five moncths, and had altogether dif- 
vifaged and alrered my countenance, yer my minde held ever out, not onely peaceably but 
pleafantly. So fecleno paine or {mare ; weakencile and languifhing doe nor greatly perplex 
me, I fee divers corporall defailances, the onely naming of which breedea kind of horror,&& 
which I would feare lei then a thoufand paffions and agitations of the mind,which L fee ins 
ufe. Irefolyeto tunneno more: it fufficeth me to goc-on faire'and foftly.; nordoe I com- 
plaine of their naturall decadence or empairing that pofleffeth me, 

Luis tumidum guttur miraturin Alpibus 2 

Who wonders a fwolne threateto fee, 

Inthofeabout the Alpesthat be ?2 ; 

No more, then I grievethat my continuance isnot as long and found, as that of anoake, 
} have no caufe co finde faule with my imagination. I hayvein my lifehad very few thoughts 
or cares, that have fo much as interrupted the courfe of my flcepey except of Uefire to awa- 
ken without difmay or affliQting me, I {eldome dreame, and when doe, it is of extravagane 
things and chymeras ; commonly produced of pleafant conccits, rather ridiculous then fog- 
rowlull. And thinke it true, chat dreames are the true incerpretors of our inclinations : bur 
great skillis required tofore and underftand them. 

Res qua invita nfurpant homines, cogitant,eurant, vident, 
Quad, agunt vigilantes, agnantqne ea ficut in forano ascidunt 
Minus mirandum eff. 

Ivisno wonder if che things, which we 

Care-for, ufe,chinke, doc-oft,or waking fee, 

Vato us fleeping reprefented be. 

Plato faith moreover, that is the office of wifedometo. draw divining inftru@ions from 
them, apainft future times. Wherein I fee noching but the wonderfull experience, that Se 
crates, Xenophowand. Arifterée relate oftehem: men of: unreproovable-authority. Hiftories 
report, that she inhabitants of the Atlantique Iles never dreame:. who feed on nothing 
that hath beene flainc. Which J adde, becaufeicis peradventurethe occafion they dreame 
not. Pythagoras ordained therefore a cértaine methode of feeding, that dreames might be 
forted of fome purpofe, Mineare.tender , and caufeno agitation of body ‘or‘expreffion of 
voice in me, 7 have in my dayes feene many ftrangely ftirred with chem, Zheonthe Philofo- 
pher walked in dreaming; and Perieles his boy, went upon the cilésand top of houfes,/ftand 
not much on nice choice of meates at che rable:& commonly begin with che firt and neereft 
difh: and leape not willingly from one tafte roanother, Multitude of difhes, and variety of 
fervices difpleafe me as much as any other throng. Zam eafily pleafed with few meffes and 
hatethe opinion of Favorswns, chat at a banquerc yousnuft have thardith whereon you feed 
hungerly taken from you, and ever haves new one fer in the place: And thatic is aniggard~ 
ly fupper, ifall che guefts be not glucted wich pinions and ramps of divers kinds of towle> 
and that onely the dainty bitd heccafico or fnapfig deferveth to bee-eaten Whole at one mor. 
fell, Jfeede much upon fale cates, and love tohave My bread fomewhat frefs And mine 
owne Baker makes nonc other for my bord; againft thie fathion of my country: Jn my youth 
my overfeers had much a doeroreformetherefufall Z made. of fach:meats as youth doth 
commonly love beft; as {weet meates, confers and marchpatiess My Tutor was wontto find 
great faule with my lothing of fuch dainties, as a kinde of fqueamifh délicacy... And to: fay 
truth, itis nothing buca difficulty of tafte, whereit once. is applyed, Whofocver remoos 
veth from a child certaine particular or obftinare affeGion tobrowne,brtad,to bakon, or te 
gatlike, taketh friandizefrom him. Therearefome} that makeiira labour, and thinke ita pa- 
ticicé ro regret a good piece of pawdred beefe, or a good gemmeon of bakon, amongft 
partridges. Are not they wife men inthe meane time?. It istheéhiefe daincy of alldaintics: 
Icis thetafteof nice effeminace fortune,that wilbe diftatted with ordinary and ufualthings. 
Per quae laxuria aivitiarum tedio ludit, Whereby the laviflnelfe of plenty playes with tedtons plea 
Sure. To forbeare to make good cheare, becaufeanother doch ity forione.tedave carc of his 
feeding, is the effence of thar vice. ‘ 

St modsca canare times olus omsne patella. 
df ima forry dith to fup 
You brooke not all th*hearbe porrage up. 
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_Indeede thereis this difference, that it is betcer for one co tye ius defires unto things cafi- 
eft robe gotten, yet isita vice Co cichim(elfeto any ftriétnefle. I was heretofore wont to 
name a kin{man of mine over delicate, becaufe, whileft hee lived in our Gallies, heh ad un- 
learn’c and left to lie upon a bedde, and to ftrippe himfelfe to goe t« JdesHad I any mates 
children, I fhould willingly wifh them my fortune. T hat good Father, it pleafed God to al 
Jot me (who hath nothing ot mee but thankefulnetfe for his goodneile, which indeed, i 


co] 


great as great may be) even from my cradle fent mee to be brought-up in a poore villag 
sere he kept me fo long as I fuckt, and fomewhat longer: breeding me after the mea 
neft and fimpleft-common fathion: <4 fagna pars libertatis eft bens moratus venter, A mat 
sierly belly is agreat part of a mans liberty, Never take unto your {elfe, and muich |: ve 
sive your Wives the charge of your childrens breeding or education.Let fortune trame 

2 he popular and naturall Lawes: Let cuftome enure them to frugality,and breed th 
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under t n 
co hardnelfle : That they may rather defcend from fharpenefle, than afcend unto ir. His 
conceipt aymed alfo at another end; To acquaint and re-aly me with that people and cc 
dition of men that have moft need of us: Andthoughte I was rather bound torefpeéttho 
which extend their armes unto me, than fuch asturne chen backe toward me. Andtha 

the reafon he chofe no other goflips to hold meat the font, than men of abje& and baf 

tune, that fol might the more be bound and tied untothem. His purpofe hath not altoge- 
sher fucceded ill. I willingly giveand accoft my felfe unto the meaner fort; whether it be 
becaule chereis more glory gotten by them, or through fome naturall compafiion, which in 
meis infinitely powerfull, 1 hefaétion which I condemne {n our civill warres, } {hall mc 


fharpely condemne when it profpersand fourifheth. I fhall in fome fort be reconcile 
roit, when I fec tt miferably -depreifed and overwhelmed, Oh how willingly doe Ire 
ber that werthy humour of (%elonv daughter and wife to King of Sparta. \ ileft Cle- 
rt I City, had the uppe hand of L 
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ombrotus her husbana, in che cumultuous diforders of } 
widas werfather, fhe played che part of a good daugnce § 
in his exile and in his mifery, mainely oppofing hirtelte againftithe Gonguerour: Did! 
tune turne? So changed fhe hir minde, couragioully taking bir husbands part: Whom /h 
never forfooke, whither-focver his ruine or diftreffe carryed him. Having (in my feeming) 
no other choife, thanto follow that fide, where fhe might doe moft good, where the was 
soft wanted, and where fhe might fhew her felfe moft crucly pittifull. I doe more naturally 
encline coward the example of Flaminews, who more and rather yeelded to {uch as had need 
of him, than to thofe who might doe him good: than I bend unto that of Pyrrbus,who was 
ever wont, demiflely to ftoope and yecld tothe mighty, nd infolently to grow proud over 
the weake. Long fitting at meales doth much weary and diftemper me: for, beit for wa 
of berter countenance and entertainment, or that I ufed my felfe unto it whenI was achild, 
I feede as long as I ficreat thetable, And therefore, being in mine owne houfe, though my 
board be but fhorr; and chat wee ufe not to fic long, I doe not commonly fic downe with the 
firft, but a pretty while after others: Accordingtothe forme of Anguftm : yet imitate 
him not in his rifling before others.. Contrary, I love to fic a great while after, and to hears 
fome difcourfe or table-talke. Alwayes provided I beare not a part my felfe ; for; ifmy be 


bee full, I thall foone bee weary, and hurt my felfe with talking: and {finde thee 
lowde-fpeaking and contefting before meate very pleafane and wholefome. The anci- 
ent Greciansand Romanes had better reafon than wee, allorting untofeecing, \ which isa 
principallaction of mans life (if any other extraordinary bufinetie did notlet o: divert them 


om it) divers houres,and the beft part of the nightzeating and drinking more leifarely than 
ccending this natural 


, 
we doe, who paffe and runne-over all our aétions in poft-hafte: anc 
pleafure unto moreleifure and ule: entermixing therewith divers proficable and mind- plea’ 
fing offices of civill converfation. Such ashavecareofme, may calily Reale from me what 
foever ciicy imaginemay be hurtfull for mesin afmuch as about my feeding, Inever defire or 
Gnd faule with that I feenot : That Proverb is verified inme ; What eye feeth nots thebeart 
yueth néeeBur if 2 dith or any thing clfe be once fet before me,they loferheir labour, chatigoc 
abourtotellme of abftinence : fo that, when Iam difpofed to faft I muftbe fequeftred from 
eaters, and haveno more fet before me,than mey ferve fora {tinted and regular collation: for 
-€ I but fit downeat afec table, I forget my refolution. If I chanceto bidde my cooke 
change the drefling of fome kinde of meate or difhy all my men know, linferre my appetit 
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is wallowith and my ftomacke out of order, and I fhall hardly couch it, J love all manner of 
ficth or fowle but greene rofted and raw {odden, namely ,fuch as may beare it without dati- 
ger; and loyero havethem throughly mortified ; and in divers of chem the very altera. 
tion of theirfmell. Onely hardneffe or coughnefle of meace doth generally molcft me { of 
all other qualities, Jam as careleffe, and can as well brooke them, as any man that ever I 
knew ) fothat (contrary to received opinion ) even amoneft fifhes, J fhall finde fome, both 
too new and over-hard and firme, Icis not the faule or want ofteeth, which } everhad 
as perfeétly-found and compleate as any other man: and which but now, being fo olde, 
beginne tothreaten me. Ihave from my infancy learn’d to rubbe them with my napkin, 
both inthe morning when I rife,and fitting down and rifing fromthe table.God doththem 
a grace, from whom by little and little he doth fubftraé their life. Ic isthe onely benefit of 
oldage. Their laft death hall be fo much the lejfe full, languithing and painefull + ie fhall 
then kill but one halfe or a quarter of aman. Even now | loft one of my teeth, which of ie 
felfe fell cut, without ftrugling or paine : ic. was the natural! rerme of it’s continuance, Thae 
part of my being, with divers others, are already dead and mortified in mec, others of the 
moft aétive, halfedead, and which, during the vigor of my age held the firftranke, Thus} 
finke and {cape from my felfe, What foolifhnes willit bein my underftanding, to feele the 
flart of that fall, already fo advanced, asit were perfectly whole ? EF hope it nor ; verely J 
receive a {peciall comfort in thinking on my death, . and that it fhall beof the moft juft and 
naturall: and cannot now require or hope other favor of deftiny, concerning that, then uns 
lawfull.Men perfwade themfelves,that as heretofore they have had ahigher ftarure,fo their 
lives were longer;But they are deceived: for Solon, of thofe ancient times, though he were of 
an exceeding high ftature, his life contiued but 79.yceres,Shal J,that have fo much & fo uni- 
verfally adored, that aesoy wdrgovsd meane isbefp, of former times:and have ¢evertaken ameane 
meafure for the moft perfect, therefore pretend a moft prodigious and unmeafurable life ? 
whatfoever commeth contrary to Natures court e, may be comberfome,bur what comes ac« 
cording toher, (hould ever pleafe. Oxsnia qua fecundum naturam fient, fant habendain bonis. 
All things are tobe accompted good, thar are done according to nature. And therfore (faith Plato) 

is that death violent, whichis caufed either by wounds orfickneffes; but that of all others 
the eafieftand in fome fort delitious, which furprizeth us by meanes ofage, Vitam adolefe 
centibus vis aufert, fenibus maturitas, A forcible violence takes their life from the Joung, but a 
ripe maturity fromthe old, Death entermedleth, and every where confounds it felfe with 

our life: declination doth preoccupate her houre, and infinuare it elfein che very courfe of 
our advancement : I have piétures of mine owne, that were drawne when I’ was fiveand 

twenty, and others being thirty yeeres of age, which I often compare with fuch as were 

made by me, as I am now at this inftant. How many times doe I fay, J am nomoremy felfes 

how much is my prefent image further from thofe, then from ‘that of my deceafe? It is an o« 
ver-greatabufe unto nature to dragge and hurry her fo farre, that fhe muft be forced to 
give us over ; and abandon ourcondu€, our eyes, our teeth, our legges andthe reft,to the 
mercy of a forraine help and begged affiftance ; and to put our felves into che hands of arr, 
weary tofollow us. I ammnotovermuch or greedily defirous of fallets or of fruits, except 
melons. My father hated all manner of fawees; J love chem all, Overmuch eating doth 

hurt and diftemper me: but forthe quality I have yet no certaine knowledge thar any meate 
offends me: I never obferve cither.a full or waned Moene, nor make a difference betweene 
the Spring time or Autumne. There are certaine inconftant and unknowne motions in use 
For (by way of example) I have heretofore found tedifh. rootes to be very good for mee, 

then very hurtfull, and now againe very well agrecing with my ftomacke, In diversother 

things, I feele my appetit to change, and my ftomacke to diverfific fromtimetotime. I 

have altred my cour{c of drinking, fometimes from white to claret Wine, and then from cla= 

ret to white againe, 

I am very friand and gluttonous of fifth, and keepe my fhroving dayesupon fifh dayes ; 
and my feafts upon fafting-dayes, I believeas forme others doe, that fith is of lighter difgee 
ftionthan flefh. As Imake ic acon{cienceto eate fieth upon a fith day, fo deth my tafte to 
eate fith and Acth together, The diverfity berweene them, {eemes tomee over-diftant.Even 
from my youth I was wont now and then to ftealefome repaft, either chat J might fharpen 
my flomake againft the next day ; tor, (as Epicurss Was wont co faft, and made bur fj pas 
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meales, thereby co accuftome his voluptuou(neile, to 
to enure my fenfuality to fpeede the bettersand more merrily to make ufe of plenty.) or elfe E 
fafted, the berter to maintaine my vigor forthe fervice or performance of fome biediien) 


t 
mentall action: for both are ftrangely dulled andideled in me;through over-much fulneffe 


and repleateneffe. ( Andaboveall, hate that foolith combination, of { fotind and buck. 
fome a Goddefle, with that indigefted and belching Godall puffed with thefume of Kis li- 
quor ) orto recover my crazed ftomake, or becaufe I wantedfome good company. And-I 
fay as Epicurus{aid,that A man should net fo much respec! what he cateth; as with whembe cas 
seth. Andcommend Chilon; that he would not promife;to cometo. Perianders feaft, bes 
fore he knew certaincly who werethe other bidden guefts,, No vidnds are fo fweetly pleas 
fing, nofancelotaftefull, as thas which ts drawne from converfableand mutual. fociety. Uthinke 
it wholefome to cate more leifurely, and leife in quality, and co feede oftners But I will 
have appetit and hunger to be endeared : I fhould finde no pleafure, after a phificall maner, 
to {wallow threc or foure forced and {pare mealesa day, Whocanaflure mesif Lhaveagood 
tafte or omacke in the morning,that I fhall haveit againeat fupper? Let us old menglerus; 
I fay, take the firft convenient time that commeth: Let us leave hopes and: prognoftikes 
unto. Almahacke-makers, The extreame fruic of my health, is pleafures Lerus hold faft 
on the prefent, and tous knowne, I efchew conftancy injthefe Lawes:of fufting. Who 
fo will have a forme to ferve him, let him avoyd continuance of it: but we harden out felves 
untoit, and thereunto wholy apply our forces : fixemoneths after, you fall finde your fas 
macke fe enured untoit, that you fhall have gotten nothing butthis, to have loftche liberty 
toufc it otherwife without domage. Iufe to goe with my legges and thighs no more cove: 
redin Sommer than in Winter; for I never weare but one paire of finglefilke ftockins. For 
the caling of my rhume and helpe of my chollike, I have of late ufed to kcepemy head and 
belly warme. My infirmities did in few dayes habiruare themfelyes' thereunto; ‘and /difdais 
ned my ordinary provifions: Froma fingle night-cappe, I cameto adoublecoverchef, and 
from a bonnet;to a lined and quilted hat. The bumbatting of my doublet, ferves me naw fox 
no more ufe chen a ftomachersit isa thing of nothifigyunlefleLaddea@hare.ora vulcures skin 
to it; and fome warme wrapping about my head, Followthis gradation and you fhall poea 
faire paces I will dono fuch ching. If durft I could find in my hart to revoke the beginnings 
J have given unto it, Fall you inte any new inconvenience? This reformation will'no longer 
availe you. Youarefo accuftomed unto it, that you are driven to fecke fome new one: So 
are they overthrowne, that fuffer themfelves with forced formalities or fri rules, robeins 
tangled, and do fuperftirioufly conftraine themfelves unto them: they have need of more, 
and of more after chat: they never come toanend, Itis much more commodious both for 
our bufineffe and for our pleafure (as did our forefathers) to lofe our dinner, and deferre 
making of good cheere, unto the houre of withdrawing and of reft, without interrupting 
the day: So was I wont to doe heretofore, J have for my health found out fince by expe. 
rience, that on the contrary, it is better co dine, and that one fhall digeft better beingawake, 
Whether Fbe in health or in fickneffe, Zam not much fubjee&t tobe thirty: indeede my 
mouth is fomewhat dry, but withourthirft. And commonly /vfenotto drinke, but when 
with eating Jam forced to defire it, and thatis when have caten well. For aman of an or 
dinary ftature /drinke indifferent much. Jn Sommer,and at an hungry meale, Z not oncly 
exceede the limits of Augafius, whodrunke but precifely three times:butjnorto otfendthe 
rule of Democritus, who forbade us to fay at foure, as an unlucky number;ifinced be, Jcome 
ro five: Three demifextiers, or thereabonts, /Jikelitrle gla(fes beft; ind / love to empty my 
glafie: which fome others diflike, asa thing unfeemely. Sometimes, and thar very often; 
temper my wine onc halfe, and many times three parts with water.And when Zamin mine 
ownc houfe, from an antient cufteme, which my fathers Phyfitian ordained both for him; 
and him(elfe, looke what.quantity of Wine is thought will ferve meeameale, the fame 
is commonly tempered two or three houres before it befervedin,and fo kept inthe celler. Je 
is reported chat Cranaus King of the Athenians, was the firft, chac javented the mingling of 
Wine with W atcr. Whetherie were profitable or no, 7 will not now difpute or ftand upon. 
I thinke itmore decent andmore wholefome, that children fhould drinkeno Wine, uneilh 
they be paft theage of {ixceene oreighteene yeares, The moft nfsall and common forrze of lifes 
#6 the beft : Bach particularity, doth in mine opinion impugne it. And d fhould as much de- 
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tefba Germane, that thould put Water in his Wine, asaFrench-man, that thoulddrinke it 
pure, Publikecuftome giveth Law unto fuch things. I fearea foggy and thickeayre, and 
Srunne fmoke more than death; (che firft thing I began to repaire when I came to be maifter 
of mine owne houfe, was the chimnies and privics, which, in moft of our buildings, isa ge~ 
nerall and intollerable fanlc ) and mifchiefes and difficulties attending on Warre, there is 
none"l hare moré, than in hot-fweltring wether, to ride up and downe all the day: lorig in 
fmoky duft, as many timcs our Souldiers are faine to doe. I havea free and eafie refpirati. 
on, and doc moft commonly paffeover my murres and colds without offence to my lungs, 
or without coughing. The foulcry heate offommer is more offenfive to me, than the harp. 
nefle of Winter : for, Befides che incommodity of heat; which is lefle to bee remedied, 
thanthe inconvenience of cold; and befides the force of the Sunnes beames, which {trike ine 
tothe head, mine eyes are much offended with any kinde of glittring or {parkling light ; fo 
that I cannot well fit at dinner over againfta cleare-burning fire. To allay or dimrhe white- 
nefie of paper, when I wasmoft given torcading, I was wont to lay a piece of greene plaffe 
upon my booke, and was thereby much eafed. Hitherto I never ufed {peétacles, nor know 
not what they meancsand can yet {eeas farreas ever | could, and as any other man;trueit iS, 

that when nightcomes, I beginto perceive dimnes and weakeneffe in reading ; the conti- 
nuall exercife whereof, and {pecially by night, was everfomewhat troublefome unto mine 
eyes. Loe-here a fteppe-backe, and that very fenfible.1 thall recoyle no more, from afecond 
to athird,and from athirdto'afourth, fo gently, that before! feele the declination and age 
of my fight, I nmit be ftarke blinde. So artificial doethe Fates untwift our lives-threede. 
Yetam] in donbt;sthat my hearing is about to be come thicke-and you fhall fee, chat I fhall 
have loft it hialfe, when yet I fhall finde faule with their voyees that fpeake untome, The 
minde muft be ftrained toa high pitch, to make it p¢recive howit declineth, My going is 
yet very nimble, quicke and ftout ;and_ I wot not which of the two Icanmore hardly ftay 
atone inftant, eyther my minde or my body.I muft like chat preacher well,that cantie mine 
attention to a whole fermon, In places of ceremonies, where every man doth fo nicely ftand 
upon countenance, where I have feene Ladies holdthcir eyes fo fteady, 2 could never fo 
hold our, but fome part of mine would ever be gadding: although J be fitcing there, 7 am 
not well fectled. As (hry/ippus the Phylofophers chamber-maide, faide of hir Mafter, that 
he was never drunke but in his legges ; for wherfoever he fate, he was ever accuftomed to be 
wagging withthem: and this the faide at what time ftore of Wine had made his compani- 
ons cuppe-fhotten, and yet he felt noalteration but continued fober in minde, “Je might 
iikewife have beene faid of me, that even from mine infancy,Zhad either folly or quicke. file 
ver inmy feete,fo much ftirring andnaturall incenftancy have 1 in them, where ever J place 
them. Ic is unmannerlineffe, and prejudicial! unto health, yeaand to pleafurealfo, to feede 
grofely and greedily, asI doe, I fhall (ometimes through hafte bite my congue and fingers 
ends. Diogenes mecting with a childe, that did eate fo, gave his tutora whitret on the care, 
There were men in Rowse, that as others teach youth to go witha good grace, fo they taught 
men tochew, with decency, I doe fometimes lofe the leifure to {peake, which is fo plealing 
an enrertainmentat thetable, provided they be difcourfes fort, witty and pleafanr. There 
is a kinde of jeloufic and envy becweene our pleafures,and they often fhocke and hinder one 
another, A/cibiades, 2 man very exquifitely-skilfull in making good cheere, inhibited alk 
manner of mufickeat tables, becaufe it fhould not hinder the delight of difcourfes, for the 

reafon which P/ato affords him: charit is a cuftome of popular or bafe men to. call for 
minftrels or fingers at feafts, and an argument, they want witty.or goed difcourfes, and plea- 
fing entertainement, wherewith men of conceipt and underftanding know how’ to enter- 
feaft and entertaine themfelyes. Varro requireth this ata banket.: an affembly of perfons, 
faire, goodly and handfome of prefence, affable and delightful in converfation,which mutt 
not be dumbe nor dull, fullaine nor flovenly : cleanlinelle and neatneffe in meates: and {aire 
wether. A good minde-pleafing table-entertainement, is noc a little voluptuonsfeaft, nora 
meanly artificiall banquet, Neither greatorfterne commandersin Wartes, for famous or 
ftriét Philofophers have difdained che ufeor knowledge ofits My imagination hath bequea- 
thed three of themto the keeping of my memory, tld did at {cycrall times, 
yeeld exceedingly delightfome untomic. My prefent Mate doth now exclude me from them, 


For, every orig, according tothe good temper of body or mind, wherein he finds ee . 
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addeth either principall grace or taftevnto chem, My felfe who but grovell on the ground; 
hare chat kinde of humane Wifedome, which would make vs difdaincfulland enemies. of 
thebodies reformation, Ideemeit an equall iniuttice, either to take natural! fen{valities ae 
gainft the harr, or corake them too neere the hart; Xerxenwasa ninny-hammer, whoen- 
wrapped and giuen to all humane volupruoufnetle, propoled: rewards for thofe,thac fhould 
devile fuch as he had never heard of.And hee is nor much behinde him in forcifhnefle chat 
goes about to abridge thofe,which nature bath devifed for him.One fhould neither follow 
nor svoyd them : bucreceive them. [receive them fomewhat more amply and gracioufly, 
and rather am contenced to follow natusc ll inclination. We need not exaggerate their ina- 
nity :it will (ufficiently be felt,and doth fufficiently produce it felfe,Godamercy our weake 
crazed and ioy-diminithing fpitic, which makes vs diftafte both themand himfelfe. Hee 
rreatetli both himfelfe and whacloever hee receiveth fomerimes forward and other times 
backeward, according as hitnielfe is either infaciatc, vagabond, new fanged or variables 


Sinceruws eff wifi vids ,quodcing; infundss ace/cit. 
In no fweere veffell all you poure; 
In fuch avetfell foone williowre, 


My felfe, who brag fo curioufly to embrace and particularly to allow the commodities 
of life ; whenfoever I looke precitely into it | finde nothing therein but winde, But what? 
weare nothing but winde. And the very winde alfo,thore wifely chen we loveth to blufter 
and to be in agitation : And is pleafed with his owne offices, without defiring ftabilicy ot 
folidiry ; quolitics that be not his owne. The meere pleafures of imaginstion,as well as dif- 
pleafure ( {ay fome) are che greareft - as the ballance of Critolans did expreffe. It is ne won- 
der, the compofeth rhem at her pleafure,and cuts them out of the wholecloath, I fee dayly 
fome notable prefidents of it,and peradventure to be defired. Bur |, thar am of a commxt 
condition, homely and plaine, cannot fo throughly biteonthatonely.and fo [imple obieé 
bar hal! grotely and carelefly give my felfe over to the prefent delights,of the generall and 
hurhane law, ineelle€tually {enfible, and (enfibly-incelln@nall, The Cirenarqne Philofophers 
ate of opinion, that as griefes, fo corporal] pleafures are more pow erfull;andas double, fo, 
more iuft. There arefome ( as Arifforle faith ) who with afavage kinde of ftupidity, will 
feeme diftaRtefull or fquembh of them.Some. others I know, that doe it out of ambition. 
Why renounce they not alfo breathing? why live they nor of their own,& refufe light,be- 
eaufe it commeth of gratuity : and cofts them neither inuention nor vigor? That AZars, or 
Paliss,or CV ercurie, fhould nourifh them co fee; inftead of Ceres, Venus, or Bacchus? Will 
they not fecke for the quadrature of the circle,even.vpontheir wives?I hate that we fhould 
be commanded to have our minds intheclouds,: whilft.our bodies are fitting at chetable 3 
yer would I not havethe mindeto be faftned thereunto, nor watlow upon it, nor liealong 
thereon, bur co apply it felfeand fic at it. Araffippes defended but the body,as if wee had no 
foule: Zeno embraced bur the foule, as.if we had no body: Both vicioufly, Pythageras ( fay 
they) bath followed a Philofophic,all in contemplation: Secrates altogether inmanners and 
in a€tion:‘P/ato hath found a mediocrity between both, But they fay fo by way of difcourfe. 
For, the true cemperature is found in Secratesy& Plato,is more Socratical then Pythagorical, 
andit becomes him beft. When I dance,1 dance; and when Hflecpe,] fleepe,And.when Lam 
folitarie walking ina faireorchard, if my thoughts havea whileencertained them(clve,with 
ftrange occurrences,! doe another while bring them to walke with mee inche orchard,and 
to be partakers of the pleafure of chat {olitarineifeand of my felfe, Nature hath like a kinds 
mother obferved this, that fuch ations 2s fhee for our neecfficies hath enioyned vnto vs, 
fhould 21(o be voluptuous vnto vs. And doth noronely by:reafon but alfo by eppetire en- 
viteus vnto them:it were iniuftice to corrupt hersules. When] behold Cefar and eAlexan- 
derinthe thickett of their wondrous great labours, fo abfolurely toenioy humane and cor. 
porall pleafures, I (ay nor, that they releafe chereby their minae, but rather ftrengthen che 
fame ;{ubmitting by vigorof courage their violent occupation, and laborious thoughts so 
checuftomary vieot ordinary life, Wile hadthey beene, had they beleeved, that that was 
cheir ordinary vocation,znd this their extraordinary. Whaceg: egiousfooles are we? Hee 
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hath paft his lifein idleneffe,fay we;alas I have done nothing this day. What2haue younor 
lived? Icisnoconely the fundamental], but che nobleft of youroccupation. Had Ibeen¢ 
placed or thought fit forthe managing of great affaires, I would have fhewed what I could 
have performed, Have you knowen how to meditate and mannage your life ? you have accomplifhed 
the preateft worke ofall, For aman to thew and exploit himfelfe, nature hath noneede of 
fortune, the equally thewes herfelfe vpon all grounds, in all futes, before and bchinde,as ie 
were without curteines, welt or gard. Have you knowne bow to compofe your mannersi you have 
done sore then he who hathcompofed bookes. Haveyou knowne how to take reft, you have 
done more then he,who hath taken Empires and Gitties. The glorious mafferpesce of max, 
#,t0 live to the repulfe: All other things, astoraigne, to governe, to hoard Vp creafure, ‘to 
thrive and to build,are for the moft part but appendixes and fupports therunto.It is to thee 
a great pleafure, to {ee a Generall of an armie at thefooteof a breach, which ere long in- 
cendeth, co charge or enters all whole, vadiftratted and carelefly to prepare himfelfe,whilft 
he fits at dinner with his friends about him, totalke of any matter, And Iam delighted to 
fee Brute, having both heaven and earth con{pired againft him and the libetty of Kome,by 
ftealth to take fome houres of the night from his other cares,and walking of the round, in al 
fecurity to reade, to noreandto abbreviate Polibine Icisfor bafe and petty minds, dulled 
and overwhelmed with the weight of affaires,to be ignorant how to leave them,and not to 
know how to free chemfelves from them; nor how to leave andtake them againe, 
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O fortes pesoraque paffiy 
(Mecum (ape viri,nnnc vine pelliite curds, 
Cras ingens tterabimns aguor, 


Valiant compeeres,who oft have worfe endured whi a 
With me, let now with: wine your cares be cured: t 
To morrow we againe 

Wiil launchinco the maine, 


Whether it, be in ieft orearneft, chacche Sorbowicall or theological wine,and their feafts 
or gaudy daye' arenew come to bee proverbially icfted av :I thinkechereis fome reafon, 
thac by how much more profitably: and ferioufly they have beftowedthe morning inthe 
exercife of their fchooles, (6: much more scormmodioufly and pleafantly thould they dine at 
noone, A cleare con{ciencete ‘have well employed and induftrioufly ipent che other houres 
is a perfect eafoning and {avory condimencof tables. So have wife men lived.And thatin- 
imitable contention unto-vertue, which foramazeth vs,in both ((atoes,their fo ftridtly-fevere 
homor, even-yncto importunity, hath:thus mildly{ubmiteed my felfe, and taken pleafurein 
the lawes of humane condition, and im Henas and Baechur. A ccording to. their Seéts-pre- 
cepts; which require a perfeétly wife:man; to be fully expert and skillfull in che crue vie of 
femfualities,asin all other duties or devoires belonging to life. Cus cor fapiat, ct && fapiat pala 
tus: Lethispalatebe/avonry, whofe beartis fanonry, Balic-yeelding and facility doth, inmy 
conceir, greatly honour andis beft beficting amagnanimos and noble minde. Epaminendas 
thought itno fcotne,tochruft himfelfeamong ft the boyes of nis citi¢,and dance wich them 
yea and tofing and play, and with attention bufie himielfe,were it in things chat mighe de- 
rogatc fromthe honor and reputation of his glorious witories, and frem the perfeét refor- 
mation of manhers,that was in‘him.And amongtt (o infinite admirable aétions of Scipiothe 
grand facher, aman worthy to beefteemed.of heavenly tace, nothing addeth fo much grace 
vnto him,as tofec him carclefly to dallie and childifhly to trifle in gathering and chufing of 
cockle-fhels, and play at coftcaftle along the fea-fhoare with his friend Lelius- Aad it it 
were fowle weather, amufing and folacing himfel{e, co reprefent in-writing and comedics 
the moft popular and bafe aétions of mens: end having his head continually bufied with 
chat wonderfull enterprife againit HanibaZand eAffrickesyet hee ftill vilited the {chooles in 
Cicily, and frequented the leétures of Philofophy, arming “his enemies teeth at Rome with 
envy and{pight. Nor anything more remakeable, in Sesrates, then, when being old and 
crazed, hee would {pare fo much time asto be inftrudtedin the att of dancing and playing 
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vpon inftruments:anid thought the time well beftowed.Who nocwithftanding hath been 
feen co continue a whole day and night in an extefie or trance,yea ever ftanding on his feec 
in prefence of all che Greeke armic, as ir were furprifed and ravifhed by fome deep and 
minde-diftraéting thought. He hath beene noted to be the firft, among {t fo infinice valiant 
men in the army, headlong to rufh our, to helpe and bring off Alcibiades, engaged and en- 
thronged by his enemies: tocover him with his body,and by maine force of armes and con- 
rage, bring him offfrom the rout: And inthe Dehanebareell, tofave and difingage Xeno- 
phon, wire was beaten from his horfe. And in the midft of all che Athenian people, woun- 
ded,as it were with o vnworthy 4 {peétacle,headlong prefenc himfelfe tothe firft man,tore- 
cover Theramenes, fromout the hands of the officers and farelices, of the thirty tyrants of 
Athens, who were leading him to his death; and never defifted from his bold atcempr,vntil 
hee met with Theramenes himfelfe, though hee were followed and affifted with two more, 
Hehath beenc {eene(provoked thereunto by a matchlefle beauty, wherewith he was richly 
endowed by nature)at any time of neede to maintaine fevere continency. Hee hath conti- 
ually beene noted ro march to the warres on foore} to breakethe ice with his bare feece;to 
weare one fame garment in fummer and winter,to exceed all his companions in patience of 
any labour or travell ; co cate no more,or otherwile at any banquet, then at his ordinary:#7e 
hach beene feene feven and twenty yeares together with one fame vndifmaid countenance, 
patiently ro beare and endure hunger, poverty, the indocility and tubborneffe of his chil- 
dren,the frowardnes and feratchings of his wifesand in the end malicious detraétion,tyran- 
ny, enpryfonment, fhakels and poy fon, But was that man envited to drinke to him by duty 
of civility2he was alfo the man of the army, to whom the advantage thereof remained?And 
yet he refufed not,nor difdained ro play fer nuts with children, nor corun with them upon 
a hobby-horfe;wherin he had a very good grace: For all aftions ( faith Philofophy ) dee e- 
gtally befeeme well, and honour a wife wan.Wce have goed ground and reafon,and fhould ne- 
ver be weary to prefent the image of this incomparable man,vnco al patcernes and formes of 
perfections. There are very few examples of life,abfolutly fullandipure; And our inftruétion 
is greatly wronged;in that it hath certaine weak, defective and vnperfeét formes propofed 
ynto it, {carcely good for any good vfe,which divert and draw vs backejand may rather be 
cermed corrupters then correéters.. Man is eafily deceived. Qne may more eafily goe by the 
fides, where extremity ferveth as bound, as aftay and asa guide, then by the mid-way, 
which is open and wide; and more according vnto art,then according vnro nature, but 
cherewithall Ictfe nobly and with le{fecommendation. The greatnelfe of the minde ss wot fo 
such, te drawe vp and bale forward, as toknowh owtcrange dirctt and circumfcribe st felfe. Ic 
holdeth for great whatfoever is fufficient.And fhewech her height, in loving meane things 
betrer chen eminent. There ts nothing fe coodly,/o faire and fo lawfucl as to play the man well and 
duely : Nor Sciencefo bard and dsfficule, as to know how to live shis life wel, Andof all chein- 
firmities we have, the moft favage, isto de(pife our being. Whofo well fequefter or diftragt 
his minde,let him hardily doc ir, if he can,at what time his body is not well at eafe,chereby 
to difcharge it from chat conragion : Andelfewhere contrary : that fheeimay aflift and fae 
your him, and not refufe to be partaker of his naturall pleafures, and cofiiugally be pleafed 
with chem : adding therevnto, if fhee be the wifer, moderation, left through indifcrecion, 
chey might be confounded with pleafure. Intewsperance ssthe plapwe of fenfwality : and tem- 
peranceis not ber {courge, but rather ber feafoming . Ewdoxus, Who thereon eftablifhed his 
chiefe felicity : and his companions, that raifed the fame to fo high a pitch, by meanes of 
cemperance, which inthem was very fingularand exemplér, favoured the fame in her moft 
gracious {weetnefle, I enioyne my mind, with a leoke ¢qually regular, co'behold both for. 
row and vclupruoufeneife: Eodens enim vitie eff effujso anti in Letitia, quo indolore contr at¥io. 
As fanlzy is the enlarging of the mindein mirth, as the contratting it in griefe > and equally con- 
ftants But the one merrily andthe other feverely: And acecording to that thee may bring 
vnto it; to be as carefull to extinguifh the one, as diligent toquench the other, Te havea 
perfelt infight into « geed,drawes witht an abfoluse smfight into evil. And forrow hath in herten> 
der beginning fomething that is vnavoydable : and volupruoufnetle in her exceffiue end, 
{omething that is evitable, Plate coupleth them together, and wouldfiaveit ro bee the e- 
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quall office of fortitude,to combat againft forrowes,and fight againft the immoderate and 
charming blandifhments of fenfuality. They are two fountaines, at which whofo draweth, 
whence, when and as muchas he needeth, be it a city, beicaman, bee it a beaft, he is ve. 
ry happy, The firftmuftbe taken for phyficke and neceflicy, and morefparingly: The fea 
cond for thirft bur gor unto drunkenueffe. Paine, voluptuouneffe, love and bate, are the frft 
paffions. achilde feeleth : if reafon approach, and they apply themfelves unto it s that is vertwe. ¥ 
havea Diétionary fevcrally and wholly to my felfe: I paffe the time when itis foule and ine 
commoedious: when it is faire and good I willnot paffe ic : I runne it over apaine, and take 
hold ofit. ef wan fLonldrunnethe badde, and fettle bim/felfein the g20a, This vulgar phrafe 
of pafle time, and co paffe the time, reprefents the cuftome of thofe wife men, who thinke 
to have no better account of their life, chen to paffe ic over andefcapeit : to patle irover 
and bawke it, and fo much as in them lyech, to ignore andavoydit, asa thing ofan yrkes 
fome,. tediouss andcobee difdained quality. But Iknow itco bee otherwife; and finde je 
to be borh prifeable and commodious, yea in her laft declination; where I hold it, And 
Nature hath put rhe {ame into.our hands, furnifhed with fuch and fo favourable circum: 
ftances,that if it prefle & moleft vs,or if vnprofitably it efcape vs, we muft blame our felves, 
Stulss vita ingrata oft, trepida eff,torain futurum fertur, A fooles life is all pleafant,all fearefalls 
all fond of the future, I cherefore prepare and compofe my felfe,to forgoc and lofe it without 
grudging 3 but a thing that is lofeable and tranfitory by it’s owne condition + not as trous 
blefome and importunate, Nor befeemes ita man to bee grieved when he dieth, excepe 


_ they befuch as pleafe themfelves to live ftill. There is akinde of husbandry in knowing how 


to enioy it. I enioy it double to othersy For the mcafure insoviffance dependeth more or leffe on 
the application we temd it, Efpecially at this inftanr, chatI perceive mineto be fhort in time, I 
wil extend it in weight:I wil flay che readines of her flight,by the promptitude of my hold. 
faft by itzand by the vigor of cuftome,recomipence che hafte of her ficeting According as 
the poffeflion of life is more fhore, I mutt endevour to makeit more profound and full, QO» 
thermen feele che fweetneile and contentment and profpericy. Lfecle it as well.as they;bue 
it is not in pafling and gliding : yet fhouldit be ftudicd, tafted andruminated; thereby to 
yceldic condigne.chanks, thacit pleafed: co granr the fame vnto vs, They enioy other 
pleafures, as that.of fleepe, without knowing thems T’o.the end that ficepe fhould net dull 


and vnfeclingly efcape me, and that I miglit betcer taite and be acquainted with it, Lhave 


heretofore found it good, to beetroubled and interrupted in the fame. Thavea kinde of 
contentmentroconfule wirh my felfe : which confultation I doc fuperficially runne over, 
but confiderately found che fame, and apply my redfon to entertaine and receive it, which is 
now become froward, peevithand diftafted,Doe I finde my {elfein fome quict moode ?. is 
there any fenfnalicy chat tickles me?] doe not {uffer the fameto bucit felte or dally aboue 
fences, but affociate my mind unto it:Not co engage or plunge ic {elie therein, but therein te 
rake delights.not to lofé,but chereinco findeit telfe. And for her part { employ her, ro view 
herfelfe in that profperous ftate, co ponder and efteeme the good fortune fhe hath, andte 
amplific che fame.She meafureth how much fhe is beholding vnro God,for chat fhe is at ref 
with her con{cience,and free from other teftine paffions,& hach inher body her natural die 
{pofition:orderly & competently enioying certaine A:tcering and cffeminate fun&ions, with 
which it pleafeth him of his.grace to recompence the grictes, wherewith his iuftice at hig 
pleafure {miterh vs.Oh how availfullisic unto herto be fo feaced,that whacever the cafteth 


her eyes, che heavens are calme round ebout her 3 and no defire, no feare or doubr trom - 


bleth che ayre before bere here isno difficulty, either paft, or prefent, or tocome,over 
which her imaginatiompa(leth nor without offence. This confideration takes a great laftre 
fromthe comparifen. of different conditions, ‘Thus doe lin 2 thoufand thapes propofe 
vato my felfe chofe.to whom. cither fortune,  ortheirowne errour doth tranfport and 
torment.And thefe nearer, who fo flackly and incurioully receive theit good forsune. They 
ate met which indeed poffetheir time :, they overpatle the prefene and that which they 
poffeie, thereby.to ferve their hopes with (hadowes and vaine images,which fancy {cts bes 
forethem,... .... , it Coveney ai 3671) Meet : 
2 i Vorte oblisaqualesfamach volitare figuras.» 
Aut qua fopites deluduyt formppiiafenfus. 


Such 
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Such walking fhapes we fay, when men are dead, 
Dreames, whereby fleeping (enfes are milfe-led. 

Which haften and prolong their flight, according as they are followed, The fruit and {cope 

of cheir purfuir, is to purfues As Alexander {aid that The end of his Travell, was totravell, 
Nitathum credens cum quid [upereffer agendumn. Lucan.|.%. 656, 
Who thought thar noughe was done, 


When ought remain’d undone. 


vs. I defire not hee fhould fpeake of the, neceffity of eating and drinking. And I would 
thinke ro offend no leffe exculably, in defiring it fhould hane irc double, Sapiens divitia~ S:n.cpifixrg. 
rumnatirainm quafitor acerrimus, Awife mantsa moft eager and earneft fearcher of thofé 
shings that are naturall, Nox that we fhould fuftaine our felves. by only putting a heele of chat 
drugge into our mouth, wherewith Epimenedes was wonttoalay hunger, and yet main« 
tained himfelfe. Nor that weefhould infenfibly producechildren ar our fingers endes or 1 
at our heeles, but rather ( {peaking with reverence ) thar wee might with pleafure and vo- | 
luprmoufueile produce them both at our hecles. and fingers endes. Nor that che body 
fhould be voyde of defire, and without tickling delight, They are ungratefull and impi- 
ous complaints. I cheerefu ly and chankefully, and with a good heart; accept What nature 
hath created tor me; andam there with well pleafed, and, am proud of it. Great wrong is 
offered vnro that grear and all-puiffant Giver,to refufe his gift,which is fo abfolutely good; 
and difanull or disfigure the fame, fince hce made perfetly good, Omnia gua fecundum ne- 
taram funt, effsmatsone digna fant. All things that are ac cording to nature, are worthy to bee e- 
Seemed. Qf Philofophies opinions, Imore willingly embrace thofe, which are the moft 
folide ,and that is to fay ,fuch as are moft humane and moft ours : My difcourfes are furable 
tomy manners: low and humble, She chen brings forth'a childe well pleafing mey when 
the betakes herfelfe to her Quiddities and Ergoes,to perfwade vs, that ic is a bai barours ali 
ance,to marry what is divine with that which is cerreftriall: wedde reafonzble with vnrei- 
fonable; combine fevere with indulgent, and couple honeft with vnhoneft: that volupty: 
oufneffeis.a brutal quality, vnworthy the rafte of a wifeman, The onely pleafure he drawes 
from the entoy iug of afaire young bride, is the delight of his con(cience, by performing-an 
action according unto order ; As coputon his bootes for a proficableriding. Oh that his fol- 
lowers had no more right, or finewes, or pith,or juyce, at the difmaydening of cheit wives, 
than they have in his Leffor. It is not chat,which Socrates,both his and out Mafter, (aiths 
Hee valuethrightly ashee ought corporal voluptuoufneife : buthe preterreth chat of che 
minde, as having more force, more conftancy, facility variety anddignity. This according 
to him,gocth nothing alone, he not fo phantafticall 5 but onely firft.. For him, temperance 
is amoderatrix,and not.an adverfary of fenfualities. Natureis.a gentle guide.» Yet not more set 
gentle, then prudent and iutt. Istrandswe effin rerun nataram, - penttus quid ca poftuler; Widd,s. 
pervidendum. Wee mut enter, into the nature of things, andthronghsy [ee what fheeinwardly requis 
ers, I queft after her track; we have confounded her with artificiall rraces.. And tliat Acar 
dernicall and Pevipatccicall /vmsmsum bonaws or fovcraigne felicity, which is,to live according 
to her rules: by. chis reafon becommeth difficult to be limited, and hard tobe expounded, 
And that of the Stoicks;coufin gérmane tothe other, which. 1s,,to yeeld vato natures [sie 
not an errour, to efteeme fome aétions Icfle worthy, forfomuch ds they are neceilary 2Yet 
fhalithey never remove out of my head, chatit is nota moft convenient marriagcsto wedde 
Pleafure vnto Neceffity. Wich which (faith anantient Writer.) che Gods doe ever complot 
and confent, 

To what end'dee wee by a divorce difmember a frame contexted with fo\mutuall, cohe- 
rentand brotherly, corre{pondency Contrariwife, letivs rcpaire and renue the fame by en- : 
terchangeabic offices:that the fpirie may, awake and quicken the dul heavinefle of the body, 
and the body (tay the lightneffe of the {pirit, and {ectleand fixe. thefame,.Ous velut fum Audg.ver’.apec 
mum bonim, laudat anime natsram, ch tanquam malum, natnrams carpisaccufat;profetie ce ani- fial.fer, 13.0.6. 
mam cArnalster appetit ,o- carne intarnaliter fugit ,quonsam id vanitate fentit hamana,n0n verita 
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| te divina. Ferhat prasfeth the mature of ¢he foule, as lois principal goed, & ac cufeth nature of the 
flefsas ewsll affuredly he beth carnally affetterh the foute, and curnally efcheweth the flefh fiuce he is 

of thts mind not by devine verity, but bumave vanity, There is no part or parcel! vnworchy 

of our care in that prefent,which Ged hath beftowed vpon vs : We are accoumptable even 

for the leaft haire of ie, And ic is no commifiion for fafhions fake for any man,.o dire& man 

according co his condition ; ic is exprefle, narurall and principal]: And the Creator hath fe- 

rioufly and feverely given the {ame vnte vs. Onely authority is of force with men of com- 

mon reach and vnderftanding ; and is of more weight in a ftrange language. But here lecus 
| charge apaine, Stultitie proprinm quss mon dixerit, sguave C& conte maciter facere qua facienda 
frat: & alts corpus impellere, alio antrum, difir abique suter dsverfiffioos motus ? Whe will wor 

» eallst a property of folly todee fleathfullpand frowaraly what ts to be done, and one way to drive the 
body,and another way the minde, and bim/elfe to bee diftratted into moff divers motions ? Which, 
the better to fee,let fuch a man one day cell you the ammufements and imiaginations,which 
he puts into his owne head, and for which he diverteth his thoug hes for a good repalt, and 
bewaileth che houre,he imployeth in feeding himnfelfe: you thail finde there is nothing fo 
wallow:h inall che meffes of your table, asis thar goodly entertainemenc of his minde( Ze 

were often better fer vs to beef ound a fleepe, than awake unto that we doe Jand you fhall fitid, that 
his difcourfes and intentions are not worth your meaneft difh. Suppofe they were the en. 
trancings of efrchinsedes himfelfe: and what of that? | here touch notjnor doe I blend with 
thac rabble or raskality of men, as wee are, mor with that vanity of defires and cogirations, 
which divert vs,onely chofe venerable mindes, which through a fervency of devotion and 


carneftneffe of religion, clevated to aconftant and con{ciencious meditation of heavenly- 
Hh divine things, and which by the violence of a livelyand vertu of a vehement hope, preoce 
i i cupating the vie of ecernall foule-faying nourifhment; the finall end,only ftay and laft {cope 


i of Chiiftian defires ; che onely conftant delight and incorruptible pleafure ; difdaineto re- 
ly of our neeeflicous, fleeting and ambiguous corbmodicies : and cafily refigne, the care and 
vic of feniuall and temporal! feeding vnto the body. Icis a priviledged fludy. Stiper-cele- 
i ftiall opinions, and vnder.terteftiiall manners,are things,that amongit vs, 1 have ever feere 

to bec of fingular accord, e4/ope that famous man, {aw his Mafter pitle as he was walking : 
What (f2id hee) muft we not &c. when we are running ? Let vs bosband time aswell as wee 
can. Yes foall we employ much of st, both idely andill, As it our minde had nor other hourcs ¢- 


i nough to dec hir bufineife, without difaffociating hir felte from che body in that little {pace 
' which thee needcth for herneceffity. Thcy will be exempted fromthem and efeape man. 
4: Ic is meere-folly, infteade of transforming themfelves inro Angels, they cranfchanye chem- 


lh felves into beaftes:in lieu of advancing, they abafe thewifelves.Such tranicending hurnours 
affright meas much, as ftcepy high and inacceflible places, And I finde nothing tohard tw 
be difgefted in Socrates his life, as his extafies and communication with Demones. Nothing 
ia fo humane in P/aee, as that which they fay, hee is called divine. And of our {ciences thofe 
which are raifed and extolled for the higheft, feeme tome, the moft bafcft and terreftriall. I 
finde nothing fe humble and mortal] in Alexanders life,as bis concepts about his immorcali- 
@ation. Pbslotas by his anfwer quipped ac him very pleafantly andwittily. Hee had by a 
letter congraculared with him, and reioyeed thac the Oracle of Iapiter Hammon had placed 
him amongft the Gods ; to whom he anfwered, that in refpe€&t and confideration of him, he 
| ‘ Was very glad; but yct there was fothe caufe thofe men fhould be pittyed, that were ro live 


with a man and obay him, whe outwene others, and would not bee cofitented with the ftare 
and condition of mortaliman, 

Dys te minorem quod geris,imperas. 

Since thou leile chenthe Gods 

Bear’ftthee, chou rul'ft with ods, ; 

a The quaint infcription, wherewith the Athenians honored the comming of Pompey into 
Plasvis, Pomp their City apreeth well,andisconférniablecomy meaning, 


| Be | Mer. earley, ode 
& 


D'antant tw es Diew, comune 

Tis te recognols homme. . 
So fatre s God thovimiateft accompted be 
As thoua man docft reacknowlédge chee. 


it 
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Isis an abfolute perfeltion,and asit were divine for aman to know bow te emioy bis being loyally. 
We fecke for other conditions becaufe we-underftand not the ufe of ourszand goe out of out 
felves,forfomuch as we know not what abiding there is. Wee may long enough get upon fiiltsy 
Sor be wee upon them, yet muft we goe with onr owneleg ges. And fit we upon the highef? shrowe of the 
World,yet fit we vpon our owne tale. T he beft and moft commendable lives, and beft pleafing 
sien are(in my conceit )thofe which with order are firted,and with decerwm are ranged tothe 
common mould and humane model:but without wonder or extrevagancy. Now hath old 
age need to bokandled more tenderly.Let vs recommend it unto that God, who is the pro- : 
teGtor of health, and fountaine ofall wifedome : but blithe and fociall: 
Frui paratis ¢ valsdo mihi Hor.cay.lx, od 
Latoe dones & precer integra 34.17: 
Cum mente, nec turpem fenettam, 
Degere,nec cythara carentem, 
Apollograunt,enioy health I may 
That Ihave gor,and with found minde, I pray: 
Nor that may wich fhame {pend my old yeares, 
Nor wanting muficke to delight mine cares. 


The end of the third and laft Booke. 
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